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o The stories toid by people from the Sefpént River Indian
Reserve, Ontario, Canada relate to the dilemma which Crandon .
Mine’s proposal now presents in northern Wisconsin. The

product at the Rio Algom’s Elliot Lake mines is uranium. Only _

one mine remains open now, and the price of afleeting prosper
ity brought by the mining industry cannot be counted in dotlars

(See page 7 for The Serpent River Story: The aftermath c R
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‘Conservation Congress favors resource
protection over mining de-regulation

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Stevens Point, Wis.—~The Wiscon-
sin Conservation Congress voted f{avor-
ably on several proposed rule changes
aimed at protecting the state’s water re-
sources during its annual meeting on May
13-16th at Stevens Point. The action was
encouraging o many Wisconsin tribes cur-
rently concerned about the impact of min-
. ing on the resoufces.

Of specific interest to the tribes were
three advisory questions which had been
voted on during the annual spring hearings
held in each of the 72 counties. The ques-
tions refated to: tax loopholes currently
available formininginregardtotax deduc-
tions; the elimination of variances to envi-
ronmental regulations for mining; and
maintaining the classification criteria for
outstanding waters. (see side box)

The unanimous vote by the Congress

on May 14th favoring protection of the .
resouzces followed a presentation by Lewis

Hawpetoss, representing Menomaonee
County. Hawpetoss, also the Menomonee
representative to NiWin, an inter-tribal
organization in opposition to mining in
‘Wisconsin, urged the Congress to vote in

favor of repulutions that will preserve the

resources,

GLIWC's Voigt Inter-Tribal Task
_ Force had expressed concerned at a spring
meeling that the advisory questions re-
ceive sufficient support from those favor-
ing strict water quality repulations, and
representatives fromseveral tribeys attended
their respective county Conservation Con-
gress meetings on April 11th.

Al Phetan, administrative assistant to
the Bureau of Legal Services und liaison to
the Conservation Congress, reporied the

-

results of the voling from the coumy meet-
ings as follows:

£ Question #69: regardmg elimi-
rating deductions for mining companies in
the state—69 counties voted in favor; none
voted against; and 3 counties did not vote.
The popular vote was2,716in favor and 40

against. Write-in votes showed 24 were in
favor and 0 were against.

# Question#70: regardingthe elimi-
nation of variances granted to mining com-
panies: 64 counties voted in favor; 4 op-
posed, and 3 did not vote. The poputar vote
was 2,467 in favor and 157 against. Write-
invotes showed 19 in favor and 4 opposed;

#n Question # 71: regarding retain-
ing the criteria for outstanding waterways:
65 counties voted in favor; 4 counties op-
posed, and 3 did not vote. Write in votes
tallied 23 in favor and O opposing.

What next?

According to Phelan, the next step
with these questions will be determined by
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources {(WDNR) Board. The resuits of the
Congress” votes will be provided to the

Board, he states, and the Board could direct .

the WDNR to propose rules in compliance
with the vote, or the Board could decide not
to pursue any further action. it is also
possible the WDNR may formulate rules
regarding these issues and present them to
the Board for action.

In some counties resolutions oppos-
ing mining in the state were also tntro-

" duced and passed according to Phelan. One .

such resolution addressed the banning of
suifide mining in the state and another was
directed atthe Exxon mining proposal near
Crandon.

These resolutions, Phelan said, will
be brought to the Congress's Environmen-
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Questions of concern .

Net proceeds tax—T7The Wisconsin Legistature recognized that mining deveIupment could |
result in social and economic changes to tocal communities. They established a mining 1ax catled the
Net Proceeds Tax that would compensate the State and municipalities for costs past, present and future,
incutred or to be incurred as a resuit of the loss of valuzble irreplaceable metallic mineral resource, This
Net Proceeds Tax (NPT)is based on the pross prefils of a mine aftey sublracting the costs ofrmmng from
the gross mining income. Y

An amended NPT allows for an increase {n the number of deductions that can be subtracted from k,
the gross mining income which could be used to calculaie a zero lax thus eliminating for the State and {
its affected municipalities any compensation for the loss of a valuable resource.

Many other States and even third world countries have established a Depletion Allowance that is
based on the assay value of the mined resource thus guaranteeing them a return for the oss of a valuable
non replaceable metaliic mineral resource.

Do you support the elimination of the net proceeds lax and replacing it witha depletion allowance S
that is based on the assay value of the mined resource thus guaranteeing the state of Wisconsin a return 4
Jor the loss of a valuable non-replaceable metallic minerat resource?.

e g T

Elimination of variances to environmental regulations—The State of
Wisconsin has developed regulations o prevent the peliution of our ground wa!ers, surface watets, land
and air resources, These regulations must apply te the metatlic mineral mining in the state but the State |
Legislature, thru State Stalutes has authorized the DNR to allow exemptions, mod:ﬁcalwns and/or
variances 1o the regulations developed to protect our environment.

Do you support eliminating the authorization that ollows exemptions, modifications andjor \
variances 1o the existing environmenial regulations for mining? ’

T

——— b

NR 102 waters classification—-In 1985 the Federal Government ordered the State of {
Wisconsin to upgrade its’ water regutations to comply with the requirements of the Federal Clean Water
Acl 10 assure adequate protection for our remaining clean rivers, lakes and streams. To comply with that
order, Chap. NR 103 Wisconsin Administrative Code was adopted, classifying surface waters of the
state into three categories with the first, Qutstanding Resaurce Waters (ORW), receiving the greatest
protection and followed by two, Excepuonal Resource Waters (ERW) and three, Fish and Aquatic \
Waters {FAW).

There was a concern thal (he category classification selection process for the approximately ) y
15,000 lakes and 11,000 streams and river segments be done in a consistent manner. To address this \
concern, the DNR Board adepled a sixteen (16) criteria evaluation pracess and directed Fisheries and §
Wildlife personnel to make the evaluations based on data on file, field observations and tests, To date, {
201 rivers and streams and 101 lakes have been categorized as either ORW or ERW. There are alsoothers ,\
that are being cansidered for protection.

There is at present an attempt by a coalition of palluting businesses and industry to undo the \
present selection processsothatrivers andstreams (hat are classified can beremoved from the protection \
catepories thus allowing discharge into them,

Do you feel that the DNR and the DNR Board should take appropriate actions that would defend
and protect the 16 eriteria selection process for lakes, rivers and sireams for ORW and ERW protection \
and prohibit the withdrawal or lessening of the classification of any and all waters selected for
protection and enhancement?
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marred by

- By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

QOdanah, Wis.—GLIFWC’s new electrofishing boat
splashed into the cold water of northern Wisconsin for the first
time this year, bringing the assessment fleet up to three boats.
Biological services staff worked on construction of the boat over
the winter months, so were anxious to give itatrial run by the time

_ ice broke up on the lakes.

GLIFWC inland Fisheries Biologist Glenn Miller and his
electrofishing crews spent nearly a month this spring performing
assessments on lakes in northern Wisconsin and Michigan, Typi-
cally, their season began at the southern reaches of the ceded
territories around the St. Cr01x reservation, where the ice is first
to go.

GLITWC’s three e!eclroshockmg boats were busy almost

- nightly from April 15th through May 12th. The season was very

productive, according to Miller, as the crews were able to floy tag
a substantial number of fish. On some lakes fyke netting was also

employed to catch and tag walleye for the annual population
studies.

Two electreshocking boats from.the Ashtand U.S, Fishand -

Wildlife Service (USFWS), one from the Wincna USFWS, and

one from the St. Croix band worked cooperatively with GLIFWC
 crews in completing the spring surveys.

The almost simultaneous opening of many lakes targeted for.
surveys presented some problems’in scheduling, Miller relates,
However, surveys on 22 out of 27 planred lakes were completed.

An otherwise peaceful spring season was interrupted when
Miller and his crew encountered harassment when working on
Lake Superior’s Huron Bay in Michigan on April 26th.

During the day an individual had approached GLIFWC
Fisheries Technician Ed White regarding the assessment fyke

Successful assessment season
harassment

Shane Cramb helps ease one of the elecrroshockmg boars into Humn Bay, M lchlgan asa mhr of wark begins.

(Photo by Amoose)

nets set in the bay. White explained the assessment procedure; however, the individual
responded with derogatory remarks toward Ed and Native Americans. White proceeded

to work, but also jotted down the license plate number.

tal Practices Committee for consideration.
The Committee’s actions will determine

killed in committee or they could be re-
worded into advisory questions for voting

That evening, according to Miller, the same individual appeared at the Silver River
boat landing, Baraga Co., Michigan, used by electrofishing crews and attempted to block

the fate of these resolutions. They could be

~on the 1995 questionnaire.

( nnsery a:mn Congress meenngs were he!dm each cmmr_\, thraughaur W:sconsm thisspringin ardermgerpubhc mputon questmns
being considered by the Congress. Amang those questions were several related to the mining issue in Wisconsin, Above, the

Canservation Congress meets at the Crandon H:gh Schaol in Forest Coumy Following the completion of the questmnnmre items,
- Mole Laky parhc:pmm mrroduced a reso!ution in opposmon te mining uhtch was passed. (Phoro by Amoose)

The Environmental committee is ap-
pointed by the Congress, so new members

is likely the committee will convene in late
fall and consider the anti-mining resolu.
tions at that time, he said.

Hawpetoss says that he hasbeen asked
by Conservation Congress Chairman
_Francis “Bill” Murphy to serve on the
Environmental Practices Committee,
Hawpetoss was pleased at the appointment

tunity to include a tribal perspecnve into
the process.

‘Meeting cordial
towards tribes
By invitation of Murphy, GLIFWC
provided a booth featuring tribal hatcher-
ies. The stocking effort of tribes is not well-
known, Murphy told GLIFWC, when en-
© couraging the tribes to provide information
on the tribat stocking effort.
"GLIFWC Biological Services Direc-
tor Neil Kmiecik reported that the booth

(See Conservation Congress, page 25)

will be appointed in June, Phelan states. It

and feels it will provide an excellent oppor-

s =

- was well-received at the Congress meeting '
‘on Saturday, May 14th. Hawpetoss also

Miller from leaving the launching rap with his vehicle,

-

rhreatemng comments were made. (Photo by Amoose)

One af the pratesrers at H uron Bay, Michigan this sprmg A uthor ties were caHed afrer

Milter asked to him to move, but met with refusal. The individual continued to make
remnarks threatening bodily harm and damage to vehicles on the landing if the crew went
out on the lakes. Miller deait with the incident by contacting local and GLIFWC
authorities. Several other “protesters” accompanied the person in question, plus the
landing was crowded with smelters, Milier stated.

The individuals reappeared the next two nights, Miller says, but on Apni 284h, they
were taken out electrofishing by the crew in order to explain the process. This seemed to
abate the fears of some of the men, Milier states,

The spokesperson for the group, Don Baril, appeared before Baraga County -
Prosecutor Richard White and is on rotice for the elhmc intimidation law in M:chlgan and
notified of a first warning on the Michigan stalking law. _

Another incident in Eagle River, Vilas County involved a thrca:enmg phone call
received by the electrofishing crew this spring, according to Miller.

‘Watching for stunned walleye aboard an electroshocking boat. The walleye are netted
andtaken aboardtotag and obtain data and are then released. Pictured above are Mark -
Soulier and Dave Parisien, seasonal elecrroﬁshing crews. (Photo by Amoose)
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By Sue Erickson "
Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis.—The Voigt Inter-
Tribal Task Force (VITTF), representing
six Wisconsin Chippewa bands, expressed
concern and disappointment in the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resource's
(WDNR) withdrawa! of full support for a
long-term walleye exploitation study.

The need for more definite data on the
walleye fishery became apparent when the
Chippewu began exercising their off-res-
ervation treaty rights, according to Tho-
mas Maulson, VITTF chairman.

“All the burden of assuring that these
is i fishing opportunity for state-licensed
anglers has heen puton the Indian people.”
- he Savs, “and vet fishery manapers are
uncertain of what their statistical formulas
actually mean to the fishery.”

"l time tt ol user groups sit down
o fevel plaving field and figure out what
i~ impacting the fishery, whether it be
hundreds of thousands of anglers, a few
hundred spearfishermen. or poliution, and
trom thut develop a-hetter formula for
gtrotas and hag himits hased on sound,
current intormation.” according to
Maulson, _

Several agencies, including the
WDNR, the Great Lakes Indian Fish und

Wildlife Commission{GLIFWQ), the U.S. .

Forest Service (USFS), and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) had coop-
eratively planned an expioitation study in-
volving twelvelakes overaten year period,
according to GLIFWC bioclogist Andrew
- Goyke. . '
However, the WDNR recently an-
nounced anadministrative decision tolimit
' Its involvement. Goyke says that a scaled-
down version of the study is now being
considered as an alternative route, but the

dollar amount being sugpested as the ceil- .

ing is insufficient to perform the creel
survey portion of the study beyond a few
lakes. Essentially, this limits the options

for the planning committee to consider in

developing the study, he said.
: The exploitation study was originally
designed to pravide fishery managers with
more accurate information regarding the
impact of different exploitation rates.
Goyke says that in regard to the treaty
fishery, the tribes and the state agreed upon
a 35% exploitation rate on walleye; how-
* ever, there has been no joint analysis done
~ losupport it as being the optimum, sustain-
able level. ' _

. The proposed study was designed to

- look atvarying exploitation rates, 0%, 22%,

" 35%,and 50%, onthree lakesateachlevel.

This would provide scientists with the abii-
ity 1o determine how walleye react to the
different rates of exploitation in a variety

of lakes exposed to a mixed fishery, hc:

said, . : :
o Kmiecik noted that there are three
elements to the study: First, estimating the

{Photo by Amoose)

Spring electrofishing assessments are performed jointly with boats and crews
and the St. Croix band, participating, Above,

VITTF disappointed in curtailment

of walleye exploitation study

R

“It is time that all user groups sit down on a level
playing field and figure out what is impacting the
fishery, whether it be hundreds of thousands of an-
glers, a few hundred spearfishermen, or pollution, and
from that develop a better formula for quotas and bag

- limits based on sound, current information.”
~ ——Thomas Maulson, VITTF chairman

number of walleye per lake; second, ac-
counting for tribal harvest; and third, ac-
counting for angling harvest. The first two
can be done. In fact, population estimates
are currently being done on fifty to sixty

- lakes per year, and these, for the most pan,

are very precise numbers. .
As far as tribal harvest, which is pri-
marily-spring spearing, GLIFWC and the
trites account for 100% of the harvest,
so tribal exploitation is known with cer-
tainty. o
The problem is the'third element, the
angling harvest, both in terms of expense
and accuracy. “Even when we spend
$17,000 on a creel survey we've got a
number that still has a'lot of variability in

~it,” Kmiecik noted. “We need to think this

©oton. - : o :
"~ The WDNR has suggested consider-

‘through and find a method that is cost

efficient and has an acceptable. level of
precisio.” -
Besides financial constraints, the De-

partment of Natural Resources has cited

concern ovet political/sociz | issues related
to the study regarding the selection of the
lakes. Lakes on the extreme ends of the

‘spectrum could produce  controversy,

Goyke noted, due either to increased regu-
iationor greatef risk to the walleye popula-

ation of a “scaled back” version of the

study, for instance, using only a few lakes .

entirely surrounded by private property
plus Escanaba Lake, a research lake where
access is controtled. - . ' '

(-

4

2 s

; _ Jrom GLIFWC, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
they are picturedin the parldng lot of the White Eagle Motel, Eagle River, Wisconsin,

.Thejoint, long-termstudy would have
provided fishery managers with an oppor-
tunity to begin modeling in earnest and

developing better techniques to forecast
_the number of walleye available for har-
© vest, '

We'need todevelopan understaxiding
of how the resource can be split 50-50 and

- amixed fishery TAC is the way for this to
- occur,” Kmiecik says.

. Leo LaFernier, Red Cliff VITTF rep-
resentative, feels that the administrative
decision to pull-out of the study is another
example of the WDNR “not living up fo its
obligations to manage the fishery” and an
attempt to “sweep the issue under the rug”

since the pressure of the protest to meet

hard-line questions has diminished.
LaFernier noted that three years ago
Red Cliff agreed to accommodate a three

bag limit for state-licensed angling, but’
' Red Cliff did this with a request that more-
- definitive studies on the exploitation rate

be done. “The WDNR didn’t even respond
to us,” LaFernier noted. -

At the very least, LaFernier feels that
failure to provide the information from the
study is also a failure to live up to the
expectations of all user grotips by provid-

ing the compreb~usive data base tequired -

to best manage the fishery.
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1994 spring spearfishing season

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis.—Falling about fifty odd fish short of the
1988 record harvest figure of 25,968 walleye, Chippewa spearers
took a total of 25,921 walleye during the off-reservation spring
spearing season in 1994,

This was somewhat surprising to Andrew Goyke, GLIFWC
inland fisheries section leader and spring spearing coordinator,
because the spring was so unusual. :

Ice-out came rapidly, he said, and the water temperatures

also seemed to rise quickly once the thaw started. However, this

did not seem to impair the success of the season.

The 5t. Croix and Bad River bands opened the season on
April 13 and the last night of spearing took place on May 13 with
members of Lac du Flambeau and Bad River finishing up. Bad
River declared lakes open on May 14, but no spearing took
place, Goyke said. :

The Safe Level of Harvest for the 227 declared lakes was
determined to be 98,191 walleye for 1994. The tribal quota was
set at 44,939 walleye, so the actual harvest fell well below the
allowable quota, ' o

Inaddition, 288 musketlunge were taken during the season.
Thiscompares to the 1993 harvest of 188 muskellunge. The Safe
Level of Harvest for muskellunge on the declared lakes was
2,375, and the tribat quota for 1994 was set at 1,326 fish.

As in other years, each landing is monitored on a nightly

basis by GLIFWC enforcement and biological staff. Creel clerks record data, such as
length and sex of fish taken by spearfishermen, before they leave the landinps.
i \ ) ., - .‘i.:--_. TR N

+ ¥

ns and creek clerks team up to take data on

GLIF C narde

each spearfisherman’s
catch. Seasonal wardens and creel clerks are hired anid trained each spring so that each
‘open landing is monitored on a nightly basis. Above Linette McGeshick, Mole Lake -
creel clerk and Tracy Mayer, Mole Lake warden, record data. (Photo by Amoose)

EU A ..:m g .
Hock Ngu, GLIFWC’s data analyst.

1994 Chippewa off-reservation
spring spearfishing totals

Tribe Walleye - Muskellunge
Bad River - 2,877 ' 10
Lac Courte Oreilles 2,535 43
Lac du Flambeau 14,201 204
Mole Lake 2,716 : 10
Red Cliff 1,735 5
St. Croix 1,857 _ 16
Totals 25,921 288

The data is called in to the main GLIFWC office in

comes close to the 1988 record

Qdanzh on a daily basis and Hock Ngu, data analyst, enters the

information into the computer. Consequently, precise informa-
tion on the tribal harvest is readily available including size and
exact numbets of fish taken by each participating Chippewa
band. ' _ _

Wardens are likewise on site each night. Any violations of

the spring spearing code are cited at the landings and pros-
ecuted in tribal court

For the most part, the season was very quiet and went

peacefully, according to GLIFWC Chief Warden Charles
Bresette. Approximately 43 citations were issved during the
season, with the majority being size limit violations.

Voices of the “peeper” frogs at night instead of protesters
as in previous years make the night sounds friendly, and
spearers have been able to slip silently through the shallows
undisturbed. '

While the hours remain grueling for GLIFWC enforce-
ment and biclogical crews who do duty nighsty through the
month-long season, they have been relatively unhampered by
harassment. : :

Small fires lit on the beach to warm the hands and fee! of
staff waiting until spearers return from the lake have replaced
the glare of spotlights used in crowd control. ,

While a few minor incidents, occurred during the year,
Chief Bresette, notes that the scene is dramatically different
from those experienced in 1987-1991.

= .

Lacdu Flambean’s Se

ott Smith (leyt
(Photo by Amoose) =~ &

and Brooks Big John check rhé_ wiiter forwalleye.
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For GLIFWC staff at
spearfishing landings much
of the job becomes waiting
through cool evenings.
Standing in front of the fire
lit for warmth at the
Butternut Lake, Forest
County, landing is Andrew
Govyke, GLIFWC inland
[fisheries section leader, who
coordinates the creel counts
during spearing. He is joined
by a spearfisherman,
GLIFWC creel clerk Linette
McGeshick and seasonal
warden Tracy Mayer. (Photo
by Amoose)

R .
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Keweenaw By stocks lake tr Jingerlings

TN

to the Keweenaw
Bay in Michigan by the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Hatchery. The yearlings were raised
to6"-7" before stocking in order to improve survival rates. Another 150,000 fry are
currently being reared in the hatchery and will be stocked as yearlings, according
to Keweenaw Bay Tribal Biologist Mike Donaofrio. Donofrio is assisted by Evelyn
Smith in the tribal hatchery. '

tour of the new hatchery facifity recently. Inside the hatchery they observed
fingerling wrout in one of the rearing tanks. (Photos by Amoose) -

On the left, children from the Arvon School, Arvon, Michigan, were given ¢

SUMMER 1994

By Dick Brooks
Freelance Writer

Murphy Rickard is dying. And so is

his killer.

Rickard lives with his wife, Sandra,
and two children on the Serpent River First
Nation Reserve, on the north shore of Lake
Huron. His house is a model of neatness
and material well being. A gieaming hard-

“wood floor reflects new furniture and drap-
eries. A new IBM multimedia PC sits on a.

neat desk. Everything in perfect place. A
new stereo is still in its box on the floor. A
new Chevy pick-up adorns the driveway,
rext to a satellite dish.

“I used the workman’s compensation
-money 1o buy these things,” Rickard ex-
plains.

Mining: the aftermath

and worked his way through most posi-
tions on the production crew. The pay was
good, very good. He never considered there
was any risk involved. “I was very fortu-
nate,” Rickard says, “to get such a good
paying job.”

In 1990, after 40 years of operation,
the mines and mills were closing one by
one. Murphy was laid off. He went back to

- school and got 2 high school diploma, He

wanted to go to ambulance school next, but
he began to have severe.pain in his hands,
and then his legs. Later, his throat and
windpipe began to bother him.

He was diagnosed as having
Sclerodera. . .a progressive skin disease
that causes thickening of the skin. it will
eventually choke off his life.

He filed for workers’ compensation;
the doctors confirmed it was work related.

“It aﬂécted the environment, my family, my wife, kids
.. .My son cries at night and

to go.’ | was blinded by the money, the good pay.”

says ‘Dad | don't want you

—Murphy Rickard

m

Murphy, a Cree from Moose Factory,
Ontario, moved to Serpent River in 1979,
He married Sandra and gota job at the mill
where his father-in-law worked. . .in the
Elliot Lake uranium mines, about 20 miles

_north on the Serpent river.

Rickard spent eleven years in Rio
Algom’s Quirk One uranium mill. It be-
came his life, and it took his life. He still

speaks with obvious pride in his work. He

began with only a ninth grade education,

Two years ago his father-in law, who
worked in the same mill for 20 years, died
of lung cancer,

“I never thought it would hurt me. I
just never thought about it,” Rickard says.
“It affected the environment, my family,

- my wife, kids. . .my son cries at night and

says ‘Dad I don’t want you to go.” [ was
blinded by the money, the good pay. But,
no matter how careful you are, it’s going to
affect you.”

L £ .
ALY T 1t oM g,
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Cansaf uranium shelved at the Stanleigh Mine, Elfiot Lake, Ontario. The Stanleigh

Mine is the only remaining mine site open and is also scheduled to be

signaling the end of the mining “boom” for the community. {Photo by Amoose}

elosed down—
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The Serpent River Indian Reserve, Ontario,

mining pursuits at Elliot Lake with sadnes,
broughta certain prosperity to tribal membe

Canada looks at the impact of RioAlgom's
s and concern. While the boom of mining
rs; the costhas been great in human health,

4 3% 2 .

environmental degradation and the ongoing threat posed by millions of tons of tailings

now sfored forever not far fron the reserve,

Murphy Rickard and his father in-law
weretwo of less than adozen Serpent River
Ojibway who worked for the Rio Algom
mining operations at Elliot Lake. Most of
the others remain healthy, at least physi-
cally. But most are a little sick at heart. The

_ mine and mill brought prosperity at a ter-
rible cost. The health of their Nation has -

been decimated. - :

Rio Algom is “decommissioning” the
mines; removing buildings and landscap-
ing the scars. But they can’t remove or
coverup the hundreds of mitlions of tons of
uranium tailings left behind. Huge dams,
up to seveniy feet high, encircle hundreds
of acres of toxic mine waste. These dams
must contain the waste forever.

- “I’m rather pessimistic,” says Peter

Johnson. He's the Serpent River Band

Manager. “At some point the dams and
contrels will fail, When they do we will be
the recipients. Our future generations will

_suffer. 1t’s going to happen; it’s not an

impossibility in spite of all the mining

(Photo by Amoose)

company’s data. It doesn’t matser when it
happens—500 years, a thousand years-—
we are still going to be here, so we are
concerned, rightly s0.” -

“My God, if one of those dams ever
goes at Rio Algom,” says Peter Johnson,
“itis going to be just devastating.” Johnson
worked inthe mines through the sixties and

- seventies, His mine paycheck provided a -
~ high standard of living for his family. He

has seen the mine’s effect on the river and
on his community. Now, as an official of
the tribe, he is deeply concerned.

“My father’s job provided us a very
good life style,” says Johnson's daughter,
Cheryl Grant. “We had a family of 13.
have ten sisters, but | always had money in
my pocket.”

Today, Grant is an elected Tribal
Council member and teaches schoo! in
Elliot Lake. “] teach in the same school 1
attended asa child,” ske says. “During high
school T was able to work in the mine
(See Mining, page 8)

“At some point the'dams and controls will fail. When they do we will
be the recipients. Our future generations will suffer. It's going to
happen; it's not animpossibility in spite of all the mining company’s

~data, it doesn’t matter when it happens—500 years, _
years—we are still going to be here, so we are concerned, rightly so.”

a thousand

—Peter Johnson
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For GLIFWC staff at
spearfishing landings much
of the job becomes waiting
through cool evenings.
Standing in front of the fire
lit for warnith at the
Butternut Lake, Forest
County, landing is Andrew
Goyke, GLIFWC inland
fisheries section leader, who
coprdinates the creel counts
during spearing. He is joined
by a spearfisherman,
GLIFWC creel clerk Linette
MeGeshick and seasonal
warden Tracy Mayer. (Photo
by Amoase)

Keweenaw Bay stocks lake trout fingerlin
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Murphy Rickard is dying. And so is
hix killer. .
Rickard lives with his wife, Sandra,

~and twochildren on the Serpent River First

Nution Reserve, on the north shore of Luke
Huron. His house is a model of neatness
and material well being. A gleaming hard-
waood floorreflects new furniture and drap-
eries. A new |BM multimedia PCsits ona
neat desk. Everything in perfect place. A
new stereo is still in its box on the floor. A
new Chevy pick-up adorns the driveway,
next to a satelite dish.

“1 used the workman's compensation
money to buy these things,” Rickard ex-
plains.

and worked his way through most posi-
tions on the production crew. The pay was
aand, very goad. He never considered there
wis any 1isk involved. ©I was very tortu-
nate,” Rickard says, “to get such a goud
paving job.”

In 1990, after 40 vears of operation.
the mines and mills were closing one by

“one. Murphy was laid off. He went back to

school and pot a high school diploma. He
winied to go 1t ambulance school next, but
he began to huve severe pain in his hands,
and then his legs. Later, his throat and
windpipe began to bother him., _

He was diagnosed as having
Sclerodera. . .a progressive skin disease
that causes thickening of the skin. It will
eventually choke off his life.

He filed for workers’ compensation;

the doctors confirmed it was work related.

“It affected the environment, my family, my wife, kids
. ..My son cries at night and says ‘Dad | don't want you
to go.’ | was blinded by the money, the good pay.”

—Murphy Rickard

Murphy, a Cree from Moose Factory,
Ontario, moved to Serpent River in 1979,
He married Sandra and got 2 job at the mill
where his father-in-law worked. . .in the
Elliot Lake uranium mines, about 20 miles
north on the Serpent river.

Rickard spent eleven years in Rio

Algom’s Quirk One uranium mill. It he-’

came his life, and it took his life. He still
speaks with obvious pride in his work. He
began with only a ninth grade education,

Tweo years ago his father-in law, who
worked in the same mill for 20 years, died
of lung cancer,

“1 never thought it would hurt me. 1
just never thought abqut it,” Rickard says.
“It affected the environment, my family,
my wife, kids, . .my son cries at night and
says ‘Dad I don’t want you to go.” T was
blinded by the meney, the good pay. But,
no matter how careful you are, it’s going to
affect you.”
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The Serpent River Indian Reserve, Ontario

pent River Story

e aftermath
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, Canada looks at the impact of Rio Algom's

mining pursuits at Elliot Lake with sadness and concern. While the boom of mining
broughta certain prosperity to tribal members, the cost has been great in human health,
environmental degradation and the ongoing threat posed by millions of tons of tailings

now stored forever not far from the reserve. (Photo by Amoose)

Murphy Rickard and his father in-law
were two of lessthan a dozen Serpent River
Ojibway who worked for the Rio Algom
mining operations at Elliot Lake. Most of
the others remuain healthy, at least physi-
cally. But most are alittle sick at heart. The
mine and mill brought prosperity at a ter-
rible cost. The health of their Nuation his
been decimated. . '

Rio Algom is “decommissioning” the

mines; removing buildings and landscap- .

ing the scars. But they can™ remove or
coverup the aundreds of millions of tons of
uranium tailings left hehind. Hupe dams,
up to seventy feet high, encircle hundreds
of acres of toxic mine waste. These dams
must contain the waste forever.

“I'm rather pessimistic,” says Peter

Johnson. He's the Serpent River Rand
Manager. At some point the dams and
controls will fail. When they do we will he
the recipients. Qur future generations will

suffer. [ts- poing to happen: iUs not an -

company s data. 1t doesn’t matter when it
happens—>300 years, a thousand years—
we are still going to be here, so we ure

concerned, rightly se.”

"My God. if one of those dums ever
goes at Rio Algom.” suys Peter Johnson.
“itis going tobe just devastating.” Johnson
warkedinthe mines through the sixties and

© seventies. His mine paycheck provided a

high standard of hving for his family. He
has seen the mine’s effect on the river und
on his community. Now. as an otficial of
the tribe, he is deeply concerned.

"My futher's job provided us a very
good life style.” says Johnson's daughter,
Cheryl Grant. "We had o fumily of 13. ]

have ten sisters, but [ abways hid money in

my pocket.” - :

- Teday. Grant is an elected Tribal
Council member and teaclhies school in
Eiliot Like. =] teach in the same school
atlended asachild.” she says, “During high
school 1 was able o wark in the mine -

Above, 44,000 yearling lake trout were recently stocked into the Keweenaw
Bay in Michigan by the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Hatchery. The yearlings were raised .
106 "-7 " before stocking in order to improve survival rates. Another 130,000 fry are
currently being reared in the hatchery und witl be stacked as yearlings, according
ro0 Keweenaw Bav Tribal Biologist Mil:e Donofrie. Dunafrio is assisted by Evelyn

Sovith oo e 1

impossibility 1o spite of all the miming  (See Mining, page 8)

At some point the dams and 'confrols will fail. When they do we will
i : S N be the recipiznts. Our future generations will suffer. It's going to
TR 4 ol S happen; it's not an impossibility in spite of ail the mining company’'s

1

P, s . R SRR I B data. It doesn’t matter when it happens—500 years, a thousand
. . - A Cans of uranium shelved at the Stanieigh Mine, Elliot Lake, Ontario. The Stanleigh . years—we are still going to be here, so we are concerned, rightly so0.”
SR ot tire e _ ' Mine is the only remaining mine site open and is also scheduled to be closed down— ' T : : o —Peter Johnson
o T o S R signaling the end of the mining "boom” for the communify. (Photo by Amoose) : : = I s
_ o ——— : . .
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Mining: “N ot a good experlence”

(Continued from page 8) -

(Continued from page 7)
because my dad and uncle worked lherc Hwasthe Unly pldce
a student could make big bucks without doing much.”

But Grant says o wasn't worth it. "Even when [ was in
school | was wondering about the tradeoff between the
income and the harmit was doing.” Her father was elected to
the Tribal Councit while warking for the mine. Grantsays her

Tather began to book more eritically at the mine activities and
how they would impact the Serpent River First Nation.

~ “lremember being in schoal, when my dad came to talk
10 our cliss, He old them our Nation was opposed to
expunsion of mining und wanted a cleanup. Dud said the tribe

wouid shut down the minesif it could. One of my hest friends

pulied me aside and said, *Your dad won’t reatly try to close
the mine, will he?™™ Gram says from that time forward she
began 10 see the tradeoft between the good jobs and the
environment.

“My dad used to tuke me fishing below the falls on the

- river. We would catch walleye. T can’t 1ake my Kkids there

anymore, the walleye are pone. All we catch now are suckers
or catfish: When I look at ivand realize what we gave up: my
uncle’s life. my cdusin’s health, the river’s health and fish. .

—itwasn't worth it Cheryl Grant says she can’t trust Rio
Algom: “The company had to know this work was danger-

ous, Bul they said don’t worry. If they say they are going to
come into a community and there will be no impact. . .well,
t honestly can™t imagine things have changed so much that
they cin make any guarantees.”

The mines are closing at Elliot Lake because higher
grade ore, and cheuper wages elsewhere make these mines
uneconomicil. Some abthe minersare looking 1o Rio Algom’s
newest project, Crandon, Wisconsin, for future jobs.

In April, Rivo Algom’s partnership with Exxon the
Crandon Mining Company fuced it’s first Department of
Natural Resources hearing on its Notice of Intent to stan a

v,
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The Serpeanwer. . .efforrs have been madeto deanup the Serpenereraﬁerrhe mining waste polluted its waters.

Progress has been made, but Serpent River tribal members doubt if the damage caused to the fishery will ever be

repaired. It has changed a way of life for people once reliant on the river. (Photo by Amoose)

“We cannot place our future in
the hands of experts. We are as
much expertsasanyone, andthat
is where we have to place our
Jaith, in our own ideas and val-
ues. We need people who can
dream and have visions, that
comes from qur youth and el-

—Peterjohnson

John Nightingale is President of Rio
Algom’s Elliot Lake Division. “We can
have development and protect the environ-
ment at the same time,” he said. Nightin-
gale says mining today is very concerned
about environmental impacts, that the in-
dustry has changed over the past 20-30
years.

Nightingale thinks there is room for
Native people and mining companies to
come to an agreement. “Economic devel-
opment can work,” he said. “I know Ab-
onginal people are very interested in pro-

técting and making sure the land and water _

are clean. I respect that.”

“Aboriginal people are leading the
way in expressing the abligation of man-
kind to make as little impact as you can.
But, the economic development mining
offers is not nsignificant. . .and if develop-
ment ¢an be done, insuring environmental
protection and little impact, then [ think
Native people and corporations can work

farge copper/zine sulfide mine next ta the Mole Lake Sokaogon Reservation. Algom has been a good neighbor. Mayor Farkouh says his community has been s’r;‘.rved : tagether.”
“Grorge Farkouh is Mayor of Elliot Lake, Ontario. He drove 500 miles to attend the ~ well by Rio Algom. At one time Elliot Lake was the “Uranium Capital of the World” with “We ‘wouldn't have the hfe we have
DNR meeting at Crandon. He spent the day telling anyone that would listen that Rio 14 mines operating. Now there is only one, the Stanleigh Mine, and it will close within

E!hot Lake. Ma yor George F arkouh dld some PR work for mining at the Nashville
hearings on Crandon Mine’s Notice of Intent. Farkouh traveled 500 miles from his
‘home to let people know how positive mining has been for Elliot Lake. Above, Dick
Brooks, froe-lance reporter, interviews Farkouh at the hearings. (Photo by Amoose)

- TIREMENT LIVING. Houses in
" Elliot Lake can be had for as little as

~ lems at Serpent River for years.

two years. Every mlmngcommumly faceslhesameproblem——evenluallylhemmesclose '
and the community is left to find new industry.

More than 2,500 Rio Algom miners have been laid off. According to Farkouh, “Rio
Algom has contitued 1o pay taxes on all their holdings, and has tumed over more than $60
million dollars in assets to the city. That mcludes more than 1,100 single and multiple
family housing units,” -

From Sault Ste Marie to Sudbury,
billboards along the “rrans-Canada
highway shout: AFFORDABLE RE-

$19,900. Elliot Lake-is becoming a.
retirement community.

“It's the dead inviting the dying
1o move in,” says Serpent River Band &
member Gilbert Oskabooze. He's a
journalist and an uncle 1o Murphy
Rickard. Oskabooze has been actively
trying to draw attention to the prob-

Actlve Living

of Elilot Lake

Asfarashe’s concerned, govern-
ment and mining interests work hand
in hand. “I have a feeling that even
with all this damage, if they wanted to
do the same thing over again, nobody
would stop them.”

“QOur old people say that when the houses for sale, Now it Is being promoted as a retire-
Whites first came they took the ani- ment community, offering homes ata very low cost.
mals, the mink, beaver and moose,” (photo by Amoose)

says Oskabooze, *We wereleft with just the bush, the trees, and the rocks Then they came
back and cut all the big timber, {eaving us with just the rocks. Inthe 50’s when Rio Algom

discovered uranium our old people said *now the bastards are back for the rocks.””

- Mayor Farkouh admits serious environmental damage was done to the Serpent River |

system in the 50’s and 60°s. But he says the fishery and water quality has been restored.
“Historically speaking the Serpent River First Nation has a case,” Farkouh said. “But the

_improvement that has taken place over the last 15 years 1s tremendous.”
{See Mmmg, page 9) - :

Aﬂer the boom Elliot Lakehasbeen left with-empty

today without mining.” Nightingale added.
Nobody at Serpent River Reserve disagrees
with him. _

Pete Johnson, Serpent River’s Band
Manager, insists Rio Algomn’s plans for
decommissioningthe minesare inadequate.
“Wewill neverbe satisfied with their plans,”
he said. “Their plans can never pravide
solutions to the problems the Serpent River
people see. All they will do is obey the
law.” Johnson says the Jaws of Canada

“will never stand the test of meeting the

needs of indigenous people.”

Johnson says scientific éxperts aren’t
capable of understanding the needs of Na-
tive people, or of protecting their welfare.
“They don’t understand us, and they don’t

place their emphasis of study on what is

important to us,” says Johnson. “We have
to rely on our God given ability to see
beyond science. Truth to us is very differ-
ent than 1o the scientists.”

When questioned about the process of
environmental impactstudies, of standards
by which to judge the safety of proposals
like that at the Mole Lake Crandon project,
Johnson becomes philosophical. “Our sci-

- entists are our youth and cur elders, Same-
" where between Ihoee two levels truth will

emerge.”

Johnson warms, “We cannot place
our future in the hands of experts. We are as

much experts as anyone, and that is where -
- we have to place our faith, in our ownideas
andvalues. We need péople who candream

and have visions, that comes from our
youth and elders. These are the points of

Ore moves along a conveyor belt in the Stanleigh Uranium Mme, Elliot Lake, Onmno. (Phoro by Amaose)

view we must consider, and that is where
the non-Indian world is not in tune.”
Years ago Peter Johnson could take

“his children fishing on the Serpent River.

He saw it die, and he’s seen it improve
somewhat. He characterizes 40 years of
mining as “real tragedy.”

~ “It contributed to the destruction of
our culture. The river was a source of
susienance, trapping, hunting and ‘recre-
ation. Mining contamination made our
people afraid to use the resources for many
years. The skills were not passed on, and
tnday we have forgotten how to hunt and

fish. 1 can only say it wasn’t a good expe-

rience. _

Native communities, such as Serpent
River, or Mele Lake, based on resources
and traditional land bases are fragile. The

economic changes, and potential environ- -
mental hazards that huge industrial projects
like mining represent, hold special signifi-
* cance to these communities that cannot be
" captured in a technical report or socioeco-

nomic forecast.

Peter Joknson, Murphy Rickard,
Cheryl Grant and others-at Serpent River
all have the same advice to the people at
Male Lake: Be-careful, don’t expect gov-
ernment and scienee to look out for the
people’s interests.

“Tell ‘em NO!” ‘said
Murphy Rickard sadly, “No

amount of money is worth it.”

Eliminating environmental racism:
Clinton takes a step towards justuce
By Sue Erzckson, Staff Writer

Odanah Wis,—President Clinton took a step towards addressing environmen-
tal racism by signing the Environmental Justice Executive Order last February. Asa
resutt all federal agencies are required to develop an agency-wide env1r0nmental
justice strategy.

GLIFWC Pelicy Analyst Jim Zorn views the’ Order as a welcome pollcv
statement and directive, but notes that it does not “create enforceable claims or rights.”

The intent of the Order is to identify and address “disproportionately high-and
adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities
on minority populations and low-income populations.” -

According to Zorn several sections of the order are of particular interest totribes.
He cites a section relating to fish and wildlife consumption as one.

The section requires federal agencies “whenever practicable and appropnate o0

“tesearch the consumption patterns of poputations relying upon fish and/or wildlife for
subsistence. From that research, the agencies mast communicate the risks of such

consumption patternsand publish health guides regardm;, g risk mvolved with consum-
ing polluted fish or wildlife, Zorn states.

Another section addressees Native American programs and prowdes that the
responsibility under the Order will apply equally to Native American Programs. The
Department of Interior, in consultation wuh lnhal leaders, will coordmate the steps
which need to be taken.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) \wll fead ai mIeraﬂency effort 1o
carry out the executive order. According to EPA Administrator Carol Browner, “For
too long, low-income and minority communities have borne a d1=.pr0pomon.m.

burden of modem 1ndu<;lr1al life. Thc Execulwe Order seeks to brmg jU‘ullCE 1o thexe
communities.” -
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Public wants guarantees of environmental safety:

Finds Crandon Mine’s Scope of Study madequat

Staff Writer

Nashville, Wis.—"How many of you
drink water?” asked Megazi Mokwa dur-
ing 2« WDNR public hearing on the Cran-
don Mine Company’s Notice of Intent
(NOD. “We have to think about what our
children need. . I{itisn’t good enough for
our children, don’t do it.” .

April 23rd a1 the Nashville, Wiscon-

sin public hearing, spokesperson after

spokesperson pointedto the enormous risks
involved with the proposed mine—par-
ticularly to the !,ruund and surface wa-
ter.

Major, long-term enwmnmemal is-
sues loom heavy on the minds of Wiscon-
sinites as they look at the potential of the
giant mining venture posed at the head of
the Wolf River watershed,

Many issues emerged as needing a
much more comprehensive study to pro-
vide adequate protection of the environ-
ment and the public’s interest. But top of
the list was waste disposal, particularly the
long-term disposal of ton upon ton of 1ail-
ings in a facility that needs 1o last forever.
The question arose many times—""Where
are the guarantees?”

Leadmg rhe march at the Srare Capitolin Madason, W:sconsm Fran Van Z:Ie, Mole Lake, holds an Eagle Staff. The march registered

protest and concern about the impact of mining on the environment. The message was taken to legislators at the Capitol, the WDNR  the first concerns she mentioned. The pro-
- building, and to mdusrnai !obby;sts for mdustzy (Photo by Amoose) -

Scope of Study for its Environmental Im-
pact Statement (EIS) satisfied few present
at the hearing.

Many testified that the study was not
comprehensive enough to provide guaran-
tees néeded for continuing public or envi-
ronmenial safety.

GLIFWC calls for

suspension of NOI process

Speuking onbehalf of GLIFWC at the
hearing, Neil Kmiecik, Biological Services
Director, noted that the proposed mine is
within the territory ceded by the Treaty of
1842, where Chippewa have retained hunt-
ing, fishing and gathering rights.

For GLIFWC, contamination of the
environment from bioaccumulative, per-
sistent toxins cannot be allowed, norshould
the need for economic development out-

weigh the well-being of the environment,

Kmiecik stated.

“The Chippewa believe that actions
that impact our natural resources must be
judged on how well they will protect the
seventh generation,” he said.

GLIFWC called for “detailed ramifi-
cations” of the proposed mine and that
studies would reveal all the consequences

T,

Jommg together in a talkmg c:rcle prior to gomg to the Nashville heanngs, people
concerned about the impact of mining on the resources seek strength in unity as they
confront the powerful corporate giants Exxon and Rio Algom, the partners behind the

‘Crandon Mining Company. (Photo by Amoose)

of extracting 55 million tons of ore from

GLIFWC cited two primary deficien-
the ground.

cies in the NOL One was that the modeling
. AR **. " boundaries were not inclusive enough to
o I ‘ ... adequately consider the effects of ground-
% o ' : water perturbation on lakes and streams of

Lake.

" Butmostimportantly, Kmiecik stated,
is the failure of the NOI to disciose what
alternatives are being considered by the
company and how those alternatives would
be evaluated. :

“Some of the most important aspects
of the mine’s operation, the tailings man-
agement area and the treated mine wasle-
water disposal sections are some of the
shortest in the entire document,” Km:ecﬂc
stated,

Failing knowledge of the full extent
of the operation, judgment cannotbe passed
on the studies. The lack of complete infor-
mation, he said, is in direct opposition 10
the goals of the NOI process—which is to
allow for adequate review and assessment
of the proposal and the sufﬁcaency of the
proposed studies.

pended until the company comes forth with
more complex information,” Kmiecik
stated.

water as an example, Kmiecik said that the
NOImerely “states that proposed discharge

engineering report.”

The stored waste
will last forever
Groundwater.and waste management
were also on the mind of Laura Sutherland,
Wisconsin Public Intervenior, who provided
comments during the hearing.

(See Long term, page 11)

concern, such as Swamp Creek and Mole -

“The NOI process should be sus-.

- Citing the dlscharge of treated waste-

locations will be eva!uated as part of the -

Ground water modeling was one of

. Tequire continuous pumping to allow mining.
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(Continued from page 10)

- Long term enwronmental safety questlonable

posed mine, she stated, will pierce the ground water lable and

This will cause the ground water level to fall and create
a conic depression, causing some lakes and streams to lose
volume. Sutherldnd said that more information is needed on
how much draw down will take place and the degree to which
surface waters will be negatively impacted.

To provide accurate figures models must be carefully
constructed, she said. “Biased models, create biased results.”

Sutherland also noted that the company proposes 1o
pump 3,000 gallons of water per minute into Swamp Creek
and that the water will be contaminated with heavy metals and
sulfides which can harm aquatic life.

Since Swamp Creek flows into the Wolf River whlch is
listed as an Outstanding Resource Water in the state, so no
degradation will be allowed, Sutherland feels it is “question- :
able” whethet the disposed water can be treated sufﬁcwn(ly Here
to guarantee no contamination. -

Accurate testing and explanations of proposed alterna-
tive methods must be provided by Crandon Mining, she said,
and “scrutinized very carefully.”

Decreased groundwater levels may also cause decreased
levels of flow in lakes and streams. The Wisconsin Constitu-
tion protects ‘public rights in state waters. The Wisconsin
statutes strictly forbid the WDNR from permitting any mine
which would result in “any unreasonable detriment to public
rights in state waters,” Sutherland commented.

Deposit

I',r’ . _
. T o

Wrnten Comments

The mining company has proposed a mitigation plan
that would provide a compensatory addition of water. How-

ever, Sutherland warns that any mitigation plan needs careful Ackc'ey attended the WDNR ’s public open house and hearings at Nashville regardmg the mining company’s Notice

assessment.

The last area of concern presented by the Public Intervenor regarded groundwater
contamination and the proposed tailings pond. The mmmg company proposes to store
toxic waste in large containers. “If this waste escapes it would contaminate the ground-
water,” Sutherland states.

While the company proposes a modeling process to measure possnble contamina-
tion, she is concerned about the possible biases of the model.

,_{mwacf Sfatemem Pmess

L P e

WDNR s ecre!ar;y Georg; jﬁeyer was preseut durmg the Nashville hearmgs to answer
questtons Jrom rhe general public. (Photo by Amoose)

of Intent. (Photo by Amoose)

The toxic waste to be stored will last forever. However, we cannot assume that the
containment devices proposed by the company will endure and maintain its effecnveness
over thousands of years, she said.

The burden of clean-up will be boran by Wlsconqm tax-payers both in terms of
finances and health risks, she said.

“Storage of large volumes of mine waste in a humid environment m a humid
environment without some form of environmental contamination has never been accom-
plished,” she stated.

Sutherland also cited problems with the WDNR’s handling of the 1986 final EIS.
The WDNR failed to pay attention to:

# prevention of oxidation within and during the operanon of the tailings pond

™ monitoring of leeching itself

™ {ack of a contingency plan if acid formation exceeds levels

™ reliance on geomembrane durability

Once completed, the tailings pond would be the largesl solid waste disposal facility
in the state of Wisconsin, she stated. The potential for envnronmen{al contamination
demands intensive review of demgn lechnologles

Track record of mining companies questioned :

Zolton Grossman, Madison, pointed to the poor track records of both Exxon and Rie
Algom as a serious source of concern. Grossman commented that in 1989 Exxon had the
worst mine safety record out of 20 U.S. mining companies and a history of dropping huge
project, leaving hundreds without employment.

Exploitation of native populations in South America and Canada and are also part
of the mining legacy of the mining partners that created Crandon Mining Inc., Grossman

~ pointed out.

InOntario at the Elliot Lake Project, the Ontario Ministry of Health has documented
a high rate of lung cancer among the miners. Environmentally, Rio Algom claims to have
¢cleaned-up the contaminated Serpent River, but government reports that fmhenes are still
not fully recovered and radiation has been detected in Lake Huron.

Using an analogy to d.rwmg, Grossman noted that if a driver has poor driving record
in Wisconsin, his license is taken away. Slrmlarly, a poor record regarding human and

environmental rights should revoke the mining pnwlegeb bemg requested by Crandon
Mlmng :

Promises of prosperity '

Roscoe Churchill, Ladysmith, took at look at Kennecon in the Ladysmith, Wl area -
and found some promises for the community’s prosperity weren’t coming through.

Rusk County signed a local agreement with Kennecott prowdmg for a promised

. SSDD 000-annually to the County while the mine was in operation. The mine, Churchill

stated, has been in operation for over a year and the payment has not been forthcoming.
- Meanwhile 1ons of highgrade gold ore have been shipped aut of the mine site and the
company has been looking a speeding upthe processtolast only four yearq instead of {ive.

_ (See Promlses of prospenty, page 22)
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Proposed giant mine raises fears

By Don Behm
Journal environment reporter

Milwaukee, Wis.—A proposed zinc
and copper mine in Forest County would
be one of the largest underground mines
ever dug in North America . and operating
it would require the largest waste disposal
facility ever built in Wisconsin, says one
state environmental protection official.

The project’s mammoth size is the
main reason it poses threats to the environ-
ment. from contamination of pristine
streams and ground water to the loss of
water in nearby lakes, wells and wetlands,
according to Laura Sutherland, an assistant
attorney general and public intervenor in

.the state Department of Justice.

“1i appears the proposed ming’s most
significant envirommental impacts would
be on surface and ground water resources,”
Sutherland said in written comments sub-
mitted 10 the Depaniment of Naturaj Re-
SOUrces.

" One possible impact: pollution of the
. Wolf River with metals and other contami-
nants.

The Public Intervenor’s etfice is re-
spansible for protecting public access to
nuatural resources and ensuring those re-
sources are not deperaded.

Sutherland’s comments were filed in
the wake of a five-hour public hearing on
Suturday, April 23rd on the mine project
that anracted more than 300 people to the
Town of Nashvitle hall.

5 I S o
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Crandon Mining Company, a Wis-
consin partnership formed by two interna-
tional mining firms—Exxon Coal and Min-
erals Ceof Houston and Rio Algom
Limited of Toronto—is seeking state, fed-
eral and local permits to remove 55 million
tons of metal ore from a site five miles
south of Crandon.

The primary shaft would be dugto a

depth of 2,000 feet and would intersect -

rock saturated with ground water, To pre-
vent flooding of the mine, up to 2,000
gallons of water per minute would have to
be pumped out, Sutherland said.

“Waterlevels inthe general area of the
mine will fall as a result,” Sutherland said.
“Some lakes and streams could lose val-
umne and suffer decreased water levels.
Some weltlands and wells may dry up alto-
pether.”

Lengthy permit process -

“We and the DNR need to know these
concerns,” said J. Wiley Bragg, communi-
cations director for the Crandon Mining

Co.*The public intervenor has provided us-

with a list of questions that need to bhe
addressed in our impact studies.”

Exxon discovered the ore body in
1975 and sought mining permits in the
early 1980s. The state released its environ-
mental impact statementin November 1986
and scheduled a final hearing before issu-
ing permits. One month later, however,
Exxon halted the pracess, citing low prices

"on global markets.

- In February 1994, the new pariner-
ship filed a formal notice of intent to study
the underground mine’s potential environ-
mental effects. The lengthy permit process
must be repeated.

© May 6 was the deadline for submit- -

ting writen comments on the company’s
notice to the Department of Natural Re-
sources. Within 45 days after that, the
department must release a comprehen-
sive list of enviromental issues to be stud-
ied.

The zinc and copperorebodyisa 100-

~ foot-wide by one-mile-long slab of volca-

nic bedrock located one mile south of
Swamp Creek, a tributary of the Wolf
River, and east of the Mole Lake Chippewa
Reservation,

The company has not decided where |

to discharge ils treated waste water. Up to
3,000 gallons per minute could be released
to Swamp Creek and carried downstream
to the Wolf, according to Sutherland.

Or the company could build special
basins, allowing treated water to graduaily
seep into soil and groundwater.

But David Webb an envlronmental '

toxicologist with the DNR’sbureau of water
resources in Madison, said such basins
could not hold the expected volumes of
water. “Swamp Creek is the most likely
discahrge location,” he said.

Water pollution worries

Residents in Forest and Langlade
Countiés fear that discharges to the creek

~ would harm the fish in Wolf River.

Sutherland said the Wolf is one of the
state’s Qutstanding Resource Waters, a
formal DNR designation that prohibits
degrading its water quality. Swamp Creek
is a cold water trout stream and alsc merits
stringent protection, she said.

Sutherland also suggested that waste
storage ponds, known as tailings manage-
ment areas, may cause water pollut:on 30
years or more after the mine is closed.
These areas woutd be much larger thanany
tailings ponids or solid waste landfills sver
built in the state.

(Reprinted with permission fram the
deukee Joumal )

4th grade textbook says |
mining is safe & Exxon will
mine Forest Co. in the 1990s

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Ashland, Wis.—Ashland parents Bill and Emily Koengn question a textbook, The
Wisconsin Story, used in a 4th grade social studies class which promotes the idea that

mining is a safe business.

Besides relating that mining'is safe, which lhe Koenens feel is “bramwashmg,” the -
text, copyrighted in 1987, 1990, and 1992, relates that Exxon will mine in Forest County
in the 1990s. The Koenens feel that, since the permitting process has just begun, it might

be, or at least should be premature to make that statement.

The passage from the textis a subsecuon enutled “METAL MINING TODAY.”

It reads as follows:

“In 1976, Exxon found a large rich ore deposu in Forest County. Exxon believes
that tons of zinc, copper, lead, gold, and silver exist in the region. Mines will begin
operating in the 1990’s, They have been delayed because of low prices for copper..
Also, before mining begins, much must be done to protect the environment.

Laws have been passed to solve problems that may arise. These laws protect
mineral rights and water sources. They assure people that waste products will be

handled safely.”

—The Wiseonsip Story, by B:H:e Joan Engz'tsh & Sharon Cooper Caikoun,
Apple Corps Publishing, Oklahoma City, OK

_The Koenens, however, do not feel that current laws either protect water resources
of guarantee waste will be handled safely. “As environmentally concerned parents we
doubt those claims. We are outraged that the State of Wisconsin, through our schools,
would allow this kind of influence over our chlldren by the corporate giant Exxon,” states

Bill.

Koenens plan to take action on the issue, which to them is the extent of corporate :

influence over the education system and the degree of “brainwashing” which may exist.

First, they will discuss the problem with the Ashland School Board on June 20th.
They will also alert the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction and the Wisconsin

Education Association Council.
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By Christopher M. West
Mineral Policy Cenrer

Scattered across a map of Michigan’s _

Upper Peninsula, the names Copper Har-
bor, Iron Mountain, Copper City, and Iron
River tesufy to the importance of mining in
the region’ s history and development.
More tangible, and far more danger-
ous, remnants of the past are some 470
abandoned mine sites and the environmen-
tal and safety hazards they pose. _
ichigan’s northern mineral deposits
provided the raw materials that made the
southern part of the state the nation’s in-
dustrial heartland. The state continues to
be aleading mineral producer, responqlble
for more than 20 percent of the country’s
output of iron ore.

Michigan ranks sixth among all states |

in the production value of its non fuel

minerals, far ahead of such “mining states”

as Colorado, Idaho and Montana.
Michigan also leads in a far less ex-

- emplary way. The state has no comprehen-

sive mining law.

“‘Out of sight, out of mind,” seems to
summarize the approach of government
officials in Michigan tomining,” said Gayle
Coyer of the Lake Superior Project of the
National Wildlife Federation (NWF),

“Mines.and the visible pollution they
cause are hundreds of miles away from the
major population centers in Michigan. And
state government is unwilling to support
anything that could be seen to threaten
business in the U.P. {(Upper Peninsula).”

Coyer cited the case of the Copper
Range smelter. A state politician prohib-

_ited state agencies from conducting smelter
emissions tests from 1981 to 1990, fearing
the tests would confirm suspected viola-
tions and lead to the facility’s closure.

During the same period the state also re-
- -peatedly failed to correct suspected viola-’

tiens of environmental regulations at the
facility.

Several accidental deaths at aban-
doned mine sites in the region prompted
citizen calls for a survey of the sites as the
first step in a mitigation and reclamation
effort. Michigan Governor John Engler,

. "dismissing the proposal as “Upper Penin-
_ sula Pork,” vetoed the survey.

Michlgan has a tradition of treadmg

.- lightly on mining interests while ignoring -

the pubhc sinterest. Nopermitis neededto
open-a ming. There is no enforcement of

closed and reclaimed if the operator de-

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIl.l.l_l_l_llli!ITII._lllll.llll_llllll'llllr_lllllll|1]l_|_l(lljl.lllllll_rllll1l

A Iegacy of pollutzon and neglect
- Mining Michigan '

clares bankruptcy or abandons the project.
The only permits a mine needs are local
zoning permits and the standard Federal
water discharge permit, required of every
industrial operation.

A legacy of

environmental abuse
Mining brought great shori-term

wealth to Michigan early in this century. [t

also imposed enormotis long-term costs,
including those for the cleanup of mining

waste piles that poison the land and water. .

Native Americans were the region’s
first miners, using easily accessible copper
deposits found in the area to fashion tools,
weapons, and jewelry. By the 1840s Euro-
pean settlers were developing the copper
and iron deposits of the Upper Peninsula.
Towns such as Calumet and Ishpeming
became America’s first mining boom
towns. Iron production centered around
Marqueite and other towns near Michigan's
border with Wisconsin.

A thin slice of northwest Michigan’s

Keweenaw Peninsula was the center of.

copper mining and North America’s first
great mining district. Over 140 mines and
40 mills operated there with peak produc-
tion occurring between 1900 and 1920.
Before the last mine closed in 1968, more
than 10.5 billion pounds of copper had
been taken from the land. Left behind were
hundreds of millions of tons of mill tail-

ings. Vegetation has yet to grow on some

of the 100-year old tailings piles that were
abandoned.

During the region’s early boom days,

mine operators simply dumped their mine
‘waste into and alongside the region’s lakes

including Lake Superiorand Portage Lake.
One historic dump site, Torch Lake, holds
220 million tons of mill tailings laced with

- copper and arsenic. It is now on the Na-

tional Priorities List of Superfund sites.

Copper levels in the waters of “Cop-.

per Country” and sediments in the nearby
lakes remain high decades after the mining

boom. Evidence is mounting that plumes
- of mining waste with high levels of metals

are spreading throughout Lake Superior

from the Keweenaw district and mines in

Minnesota and Ontario. These wastes may

_have detrimental effects on the wildlife of

Superior, the largest and most pristine of
the {reat Lakes, according to studies done

“byDr. Charles Kerfootat Michigan Tech-
_nical University.
the state’ sveryweak“voluntary reclama-. -
- tion law. No financial bond is required to
ensure that a mine site will be properly

The abandoned Buck and Dober iron
mines, near the town of Iron River, pro-
duce acid drainage from flooded under-

. groundworkings andabandonedwasterock

““Is the- short-term economlc gain... .. worth *

v, ;;;ik;"iftti

One of rhe many abandoned mine bu:ldmgs in the Upper Peninsula. (Pho!o by

Amoose)

piles. Some reports find alarming levels of
iron and iron precipitates in water from the
Buck and Dober mines, even after the state
reclaimed the sites by building settling and
dilution ponds.

Contaminant levels as muchasiwenty
times greater than the target levels set by
the Environmental Protection Agency

. have been recorded near the mines.

Michigan mining,
present and future

Mining activities continue to cause
environmental hazards for the people of

_ Michigan. The Copper Range mine and

smelter in White Pine near Lake Superior,
pumps over 1,400 pounds of mercury,

55,000 tons of sulfur dioxide, and danger-
. ous [evels of [ead and cadmium into the air
every year.[talso discharges high levels of

chloride into its tailings ponds.

Copper Range Company is the owner -

of this antiquated facility. The smelter was
first opened in 1952 and is still using some
of its original environmental controls. Fol-
lowing a recent emissions test, the Na-

. tional Wildlife Federation (NWF)filed suit
‘against Copper Range’s owners to bring

them in compliance with the Clean Air Act.
NWF was later joined by the Staies of
Michigan and Wisconsin and the EPA,

A new mining boom may be starting
in the Upper Peninsula. Corporate mining
giants Phelps Dodge, Noranda, and Crystal

Exploration recently have been exploring.
for:metal ore and industrial diamond. de- -

posits in Northern WIHCGHHID and the Up-
per Peninsula.’

Great Lakes Mmera[s has I.dt:mifled

Citizens of the U.P. have formed
AWAKE, The Association Working
Against Keweenaw Exploitation, to stop
the opening of this mine. AWAKE be-
lieves the Gratiot Lake mine conld pollute
the stream system into which it will dis-
charge and ultimately add to the poilution
of Lake Superior.

“There is only enough copper for the
mine to operate for seven years, at the
most.” said AWAKE’s president Janet
Avery. “We must ask ourselves, ‘Is the
short-term gain from this project worth the
possible long-term environmental dam-
ageql‘,

Great Lakes Minerals {GLM) repart-
edly has won the support of both local and

‘state government officials despite these -

concerns. Only a low market price for -
copper is keeping the mine on hold.
Three leaders of AWAKE have been
hit with what they believe 10 be a SLAPP
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Partici-
pation) law suit by GLM in retaliation for .
their opposition to the project. :
Now, rather than fighting to stop a

-mine in their area, AWAKE is fighting

GLM in court over the wording of GLM’s
relationship to Noranda in a flyer distrib-
uted by the activists.

- The U.P. sactivists remaindetermined

1o achieve their agenda. “We need a com-

prehensive approach to mining in Michi-
gan,” AWAKE’s secrelary, John Manty,
said at the recent Great Lakes Mining Im-
pacts Conference. “We need a plan for

_ dealing with mines at every stage of their
- operations from exploration and planning

through closure. The state needs ta find a
way to puarantee that any mining that oc- -

In a more sweeping, grassroots effort, they are askmg concerned parents and five deposits of copper-bearing ore on the

Our rivers are !:ke the clrcularory system of the Earrh When the water of the rivers
becomes polluted, the effect is spread throughout the entire system. (Photo by Amoose)

“educators to review the text, and if they feel simil arly, to help msmute an investigation
of corporate influence in the school systems.

The topic will also be brought to the attention of the upcommg mining and
environmental conference at the Mole Lake reservation thlS June in order to promote

' nauonal and mtemanonal action on the issue,

the possuble-f.-long-term envuronmental

_- ;—Janet Avery,.:AWAKE

Keweenaw Peninsuta. The richest and most -
-accessible is near Gratiot Lake. It could be

opened in the very near future with its ore

most likely shipped to the troubled (‘npper '
_Range smelter for procesmng

- curs on the Upper Peninsula protects the
world™s largest freshwater resource.

- (Christopher M. West. is a Program
Associate with Mineral Policy Center. Re-
printed with perinission from Clementine, .

- published by the Mineral Policy Center.)’
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Motions to dismiss Mille Lacs treaty case denied

Trial set for this month

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis.—A court date of June 13, 1994 has been set for the case fited by the

Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa against the State of Minnesota. While the date had

- previously been set for May 15th, following the State Legislature’s failure to approve a

proposed settlement, a delay was caused as the court considered a number of pre-trial

motions, Many of the motions were designed to bar the Band from court or get the case
dismissed, according to GLIFWC Policy Analyst Jim Zorn.

Since the time the Band first filed suit in 1990, the number of pamcs in the action

continued existence of the right was granted. Also, as defendants, six landowners and nine
counties joined the case with the State of Minnesota and state officials,

Federal Judge Diana Murphy issued a Memorandum Opinion and Order in response
to motions raised by the parties on May 13, 1994. According to Zorn, Judge Murphy deat
specifically with a number of pre-trial motions.

For one Murphy denied the motion by the State, counties and landowners that the
tribe was using a “delay-based” defense which violates the statute of limitations and is
essentially unfair, Zorn stated.

A statute of limitations, he explains, sets a time period in which action can be taken,

~ such as two, four or six years, to avoid issues being raised after a lengthy time period.

Similarly, a “lache” tefers to-waiting to bring an action to the prejudice of the
defendant, or waiting until a situation worsens and damages are higher than 1f the action
would have been at an earlier date.

have increased. The United States’ motion to intervene as plaintiff to support the

-Facts about Mille Lacs Lake—Twelve of the 519 1akes in the

1837 Ceded Territory are greater than 1,000 acres. The largest of
them, the walleye “capital” of cast central Minnesota and the

second largest lake entirely within state boundaries is Mille Lacs .

L dl\(?

* Lakeareais 132,516 acres: maximum depthisapproximately
40 f1. Mille Lacs Lake is famous for its walleye fishery, but is also
inhabited by fishes such as tullibee (cisco), northern pike, carp,

while suckers, burbot,” smatlmouth bass, black crappies, and -

yellow perch. The only fish presently blocked in Mille Lacs is
muskeltunge. :

Mille Lacs 1~.Ihe -only “Large Lake™ in the: 1837 Ceded -

. Terntory, secounting for roughly two-thirds of the surface area of
all 319 I.:ku, and it s manuged differently. As a“Large Lake,”
Mille Lacs is assessed and cveel surveyed annually.

Assessment includes ice-out trap neiting for northern pike,

carly spring trap nctting for muskellunge, summer shoreline
scining to gauge yellow perch and walleye recruitment and

- growth:late summer/early dllImw]mglocollecuuvem]ewalleyes

and associated species, fall gill netting to examine age, growth,
and refative abundance of adult walleyes and other fishes, and fall

shoreline clectredishing in recent years o ethate walleye-

Tecruitmet (Brumnmlz 10‘)"4}

Annual creel surveys on Mille Lacsare conductedto coincide

with the walleye sport anglmg season, including open-water and -

ice-cover periods.

Fishery assessments of Mille Lacs Lake have shown that
walleye recruitment fluctuates, and creel surveys have shown that
anglers increase fishing effort when strong year classes reach
harvest able lengths: For example, during the 1992 open-water
season, sport anglers caught an estimated one million pounds of
walleye during 2.3 million hours of fishing, Over 70% of the
walleyes harvested were likely from the 1988 year class (age IV).
The estimated average catch and effort for six yeats prior t6 1992

- were about 0.4 million pounds 1.6 million hours, respeclwely
~ (Bruesewitz 1993b).

From another perspective, the total number of walleyes

" speared by six bands of Ojibwe Indians. in northern Wisconsin

during 1992 was equivalent to only 3.5% of the open-water

* harvest in Mille Lacs (Ngu 1994). The bottom line is that Mille

Lacs Lake receives heavy fishing pressure from sport anglers, not
only because of its reputation for producing walleyes, but also
because it is located only 100 miles north of the aneapohs—-St

- Paul metropolitan area.

_ (Mille Lacs Lake facis & photo were contributed by Gary'
Rega_l GLIFWC i isheries biologist stationed at Mille Lacs.} =

" In this case, Murphy found that the

statute of limitations does not apply and

“would be inconsistent with the Congres-
sional intent that no statute of limitations

would govern a suitby Indians for property
rights.”

She also ruled that the State’s two

year statute of limitations for parsonal in-
jury cases does not apply because of the

continving nature of the violation. On the
issue of state immunity, Murphy ruled that

" the state does not enjoy immunity against
the United States, Zom states.

Another motion filed by the State
claimed that the other signatories to the
1837 treaties were indispensable parties to
the case.

Murphy, however, ruled that the other
tribes are not indispensable because the
Mille Lacs Band is not specifically seeking
an allocation, according to Zotm.

Any allocation, Murphy noted, would
be between Indians and non Indians gener-
ally, not among the specific Indian bands.

The State’s motion that the 1837 treaty
rights were extinguished by the 1850 Re-
moval Order or the 1855 Treaty were also
denied by Murphy, who says that those are
issues remaining in dispute.

. Finally, the claim that previous ac-
tions by the Indian Claims Commission or
Court of Claims would extinguish the 1837
treaty rights was denied. Murphy said that
issue of the 1837 treaty rights was not
specifically before the Indian Claims Com-

mission under the Indian Claims Commis- .

sion Act of 1946 or the Court of Claims

under the Wisconsin Chippewa Jurisdic-

tion Act of 1935, therefore could not be the
basis to extinguish the right. :
The June 13 trial isscheduled to begin
at 9:15 a.m. in the United States Federal
Courthouse in Minneapolis before Judge

_ Murphy
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~ GLIFWC through the decade
Htghpomts in GLIFWC hzst.ory‘-

(GLIFWC's history from 1984-1989 was printed in the Spring 1994 edition of

MASINAIGAN. Copies are still available through the Public Informa!fou Office of
GLIFWC.)

1990

1990 witnessed significant steps lowards cooperation and soual healmg While the -

battles on the landings and lakes during spearfishing still raged, leaders such as Senator
Daniei Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs and State Represen-
tative Frank Boyle took firm public stands and political action.

Inouye personally visited Wisconsin in order to discuss i issues with all concemed
parties. Recognizing a need for more definitive information on the Wisconsin fishery, his
efforts resulted in a $300,000 federal appropriation for a joint assessment of the fishery

 tobe performed by tribal; state and federal biologists.
On another front, Wisconsin enacted a law introduced by Represenlatlve Boyle -

mandating curriculum at certain grade levels on Indian lreaues, tradition and tribal
governments.

The 1989 Indian Education Curriculum Act is designed to assure that the upcoming
public will be more informed about the status of Indian nations. GLIFWC staff worked
with both the above efforts during the year.

The Wisconsin legislature also appropriated funds for the establishment of the

Environmental Health Laboratory, a joint venture between GLIFWC and the UW-

Superior’s Lake Superior Research Institute.

Incourt, the regulatory phase of Voigt proceeded toward toa conclusion with rulmgs
and snpulatlons resolving issues associated with the hunting of deer, bear, small game,

and migratory birds; gathering of wild rice, and wild plants; fishing for all species other -

than walleye and muskellunge; and trapping of small game and furbearers. These resulted
"in final rules processes that provided a more routine regulatory system. The remaining
regulatory issue of timber remained pending before the court during the year. |

In Minnesota, the Mille Lacs Band filed suit against the State of Minnesota in-order
to exercise its off-reservation treaty rights in the 1837 treaty areas.

In other areas of resource management progress was also being made:

BMGLIFWC greatly expanded the wild rice enhancement program by seeding 2,600

* pounds of wild rice in 14 waters of Wisconsin. :
- ®PThe Wisconsin legislature appropriated $50,000 for five cooperative wildlife

management projects. These included a predator interaction study; sharp-tailed grouse
restoration; wild rice re-seeding and management; Amsterdam Slough Wildlife Arearun-
off ponds; and natural areas management and improvement.

Douglas Counry, the City of Supenor and Iocal busmesses. (Phoro by Amoose)

A coopemave agreemem whwhformedthe basis for the UW-SupenorLake Supen rEnwronmen:al
Research Laboratory in Superior was signedby GLIFWC Executive AdministratorJames Schlender
(far left) and Terry McTaggert, former chancellor of the UW-Superior and John Delinger, former
executive directorof the UW Environmental Health Laboratory andthe Lake Superior Environmental
Institute. The 1990 project was a cooperative effort on the part of tribes, GLIFWC, UW-Supenor,

In :he summer of 1990 Joe Duan Rose, Bad . Rwer Depanmem of Naturai Resourees,
with members of Cable Area Fish for the Future prepares to release walleye fry during
one of the first restocking efforts that resulted from a cooperative effort between tribal
hatcheries and local organizations. (Photo by Sue Erickson)

Wildlife biologist Jon Gilbert initiated the predator study on bobcat, coyote, fish and
pine martin in cooperation with the WDNR, Nicolet National Forest, UW Stevens Point,
UW-Madison and others.

BGLIFWC intensified mark-recapture estimates of walleye populations perfmm-
ing surveys on 11 lakes and one lake chain in the spring.

"GLIFWC assisted the Lac Courte Oreilles tribe in its challenge to the issuance of
perrmt at the Flambeau Mine site near Ladysmith, Wisconsin GLIFWC contracted
with the UW-Superior for a baseline water quality study on the Flambeau
River and staff reviewed the EIS on the mine, provided testimory at the
public hearing and assisted in contacting experts on heavy rnetal
toxicity.

' "GreatLakesbmloglatsworkedwnhacommmeeofblologlstbfrom
Red Cliff, Bad River, WDNR and USFWS (o determine the Total Allow-

- able Catch for lake trout in the Wisconsin walers of Lake Superior for
1991-1995

WFor GLIFWC wardens, steps towards obtalmng authority to en-
force state conservation laws began to materialize. A number of GLIFWC
wardens participated in training activities in preparation for receiving state
credentials.

B The WDNR’s requested sensitivity training for WDNR staff in
order to address cultural misunderstandings, and GLIFWC coordinated a
training session on the Bad River reservation for about 50 WDNR staff. .
"~ WGrassroots cooperation also began to emerge in some areas, where
citizens recognized that cooperative management would serve to enhance
their local fisheries and continued hostility was detrimental to the fishery,
tourism and local communities.

W The Long Lake Chamber of Commerce, Washbum County, Wis-
consin approached the St. Croix tribe and plans were laid for joint
assessments of Long Lake to be performed cooperatively by the citizens,

" the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission,- the St. Croix band
and the U.S: Fish and Wildlife Service.

B In the Cable, Wisconsin area, Fish for lhe Future met with the Bad
River tribe and initiated a joint stocking program. This involved taking

" eggs from speared fish, hatching them in the tribe’s hatchery and re-
stacking in the lakes from which they were taken. -

_ This was the beginning of a long-term positive effort which also

- incorporated the Red CHiff tribal hatchery operation.

{See Taking steps toward cooperation, on page 16) -
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(Continued frum page 15)

Taking steps tod cooperatlon

1991

The trend of turning from conflict to cooperation
cantinued during 1991. In May, the Voigt litigution con-
cluded with the tribes and the state deciding not to pursue
any appeals 10 higher courts. The Federal District Court’s
Final Judgment of March 19, 1991, which recognizes
tribal harvest and self-regulatory nghl,s thus remains the
final word on this matter and concluded nearly 20 years of
litigation.

In addition, public information efforts of GLIFWC
and many treaty rights advocates had also begun o suc-
cess{ully demonstrate that iriba) harvests were not damag-
ing the resources. Events in many areas demonstrated the
trend away from conftict:

¥ protest numbers and violent episodes were down
as a result of a lawsuit supported by the Wisconsin Civil
Liberties Union and filed by the Lac du Flambeau tribe,
the Wa-Swa-Gon Trealy Association, and a number of
tribal members against Stop Treaty Abuse—Wisconsin
(STA) and its leader Dean Crist and 15 STA members. A
tederal court ruling prohibited STA defendants from many
of the activities in which they had previously engaged.

¥ nine GLIFWC wardens obtained credentials from -

the WDNR in February to enforce state conservation laws.,

V/results from the joint assessment performed as
result of Senator Inouye’s effort were published in a
booklet, Casting Light Upon the Waters: A Joint Fishery
Assessment of the Wisconsin Ceded Territory. The con-
clusion of the study’s steering committee composed of
WDNR, USFWS, BIA, wribal and GLIFWC representa-
tives, was that fisheries in the north are subjecled to many
pressures, but they are healthy and spe’nrmg has not
harmed the resource.

v/ state legislative, WDNR and tribal representatives

went on o fact finding trip together to the Northwest to

look at models of resolution for fishery issues through

cooperative initiatives. As aresult of this trip, the Wiscon- |

sin Legislature formed the State-Tribal Natural Resources
Task Force in order to develop cooperative proposals and
seek funding sources.

¢'the Indian Education Curriculum mandatedthroubh

fegislation passed in 1990 was initiated in Wisconsin
school systems.

Recopnizing the time of change, GLIFWC commenced a strate;_.,lc planning process
1o consider goals for the next 5-10 years. The organization had essentially been on the
oretront of the Vaoigt case baitles in court and on the landings.

Rep Frank Boyle prepares to enjoy traditional foods during a buffet in Madison where
tribal leaders and legislators took the opportunity to discuss issues in 1991. Boyle as
chairman of the Indian Studies Committee took the led in implementing curriculum
changes that introduced mandatory Indian studies in e!emeurary and seconda:y '
. education, (Photo by S ue Encﬂsou) '

In 1991 the results of a jofn} survey of the fisheries in the ceded territory were published in Casting Light Upon the

Waters. Sen. Daniel Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Commitiee on Indian Affairs, joined tribal leaders and
representatives of the WDNR and USFWS in announcing the report during a press conference in Wausau, Wis.
Pictured above are: (front row) Sen, Inouye; former Red Cliff Chairperson Patricia DePerry. Back row, former 5t.
Croix Chairman Eugene Tayior; former Bad River Chairman Don Moore; Lac Courte Qreilles Chairman

gaiashkibos; former Mole Lake Chairman Raymond McGeshrck and former Lac du Flambeau Chairman Mike.

Allen. (Photo by Amoose)

Now a new era was emerging. GLIFWC member tribes seek to affirm their rights in
Minnesota and Michigan. In addition, tribes view GLIFWC as an 1mponant partner in
environmental prolection efforts.

The year drew 1o a ¢lose with a successful strategic planning conference held at the
Keweenaw Bay Reservation in November with staff, board and committee members as

- well as tribal council members looking together towards long-term goalswhich were later
formulated into a Strategic Management Plan for GLIFWC., The plan, titled Strategic

Directions for GLIFWC in Off-Reservation Treaty Resource Management sets
GLIFWC’s.course for the future.

(See GLIFWC establishes long-term plan, page 17} -
GLIFW(C’s Future Direction Statement

We will become the acknow ledged leader mresource management as well as environmental
and tesaurce protection in i < ol the member iribes as well s the communily at large.
recognizing that adherence 1o tradimonak Aahinabe valges provides o proven basis for
leadership an these areas.

We will recognize and respect the sovercignty of mwember e and be clear in regard io the
roles. relationshaps send awbority of the Commiission and its member iribes,

We will expand cur service are to meet the needs ot all member tribes sthrough branch otfices
in Minnesota and Michigan, and actively seek the Tunding and statt necessary 0 do so.
Wewill espand the use of techuolegy tor more elfective communication. for further education,
and Tor use in state-of-the-in resource managemens.

We will be strongly committed 10 fraining and development of statl and sribal leaders in onder
10 maximize the potential in afl of cur human resources,

We Wil be operiting in Ewilities that provide a supportive work environment tor stall amd
cnbance the peblic image of GLIFWC.

W witl matntain and advance the cultural existence of the Anishinabe peopic whom we serve
and the exercise ol their treaty fighis,

' 'cluded

SUMMER 1994

. GLIFWC HIS TORY .

PAGE 17 MASINAIGAN

Qb%u&%%&%%b%%&%«b%%&%%&%%&%%&%%&%%&%«&%%&%w&%%r%

LIFWCestabllsh

- thedrafting of federallegislation that would

Dunng 1992 Mille Lacs Commissioner of Namral Resources Don Wedll was on the
road providing information in relation to a proposed treaty agreement between the
Mille Lacs band and the State of Minnesota. The agreement, which did not pass the
state legislature in 1993, would have settled the legal dispute whick is currently on-
going. (Photo by Sue Enckson)

(Continued from page 16)

1992

The final development of GLIFWC’s
strategic plan was an important achieve-
ment early in 1992. GLIFWC staff worked
comprehensively on the strategic plan and
gathered further tribal input by bringing it
directly to tribal council meetings during
the year. The plan was adopted by the
Board of Commissioners in December.

A total of eight major goals were
established, five relating to the direction of
GLIFWC’s programs and three supportive
goals relating to organization, structure,
and funding. The goals include:

Natural resource management:
GLIFWC will strive to infuse a traditional
Anishinabe perspective into contemporary

natural resource management in the ceded
territory.

Tribal herltage' GLIFWC will pro-
mote cultural awareness while continuing
10 maximize resource management capa-
bilities.

Legal: GLIFWC Wlll assist tribes in
making optimum use of the legal system
for addressing environmental probiems as

. they relate to treaty-protected resources as
well asto firmly establishand protecttreaty -

rights in all the ceded territories.
- Political action: GLIFWC will ob-

tain and increase support for GLIFWC

programs and objectives at national, state,
and local levels.

Emplnymeﬁt{economy GLIFWC

will strive to expand tribal employment

and economic development as it relates to -

GLIFWC’s mission. . .
Under each of these goals, strategies
were identified as a means in which to

~ implement them.

Other hlghhghts dunng the year in-

Enforcement

A training session provided by the
Environmental Protection Agency on haz-
ardous waste site investigations. The course
focused on identification of hazardous
waste when officers are <ut in the field.
This was achieved through a grant ob-
tdined by GLIFWC’s Pianning and Devel-
opment Division.

By 1992 ten GLIFWC wardens had
been issued credentials by WDNR to en-
force state conservation laws.

Development & Planning
Through the ANA program a booklet

on cooperative management projects was

published entitled “Bishigendan Akii—

+ Respect the Earth,” as well as “Ch:‘ppewa

Treaties—Understanding and Impact,”
booklet designed for young readers. Over

60 public presentations to organizations

and schools were alsc_) made.

Intergovernmental Affairs
Policy analysts as well as biologists
were occupied with comments on a num-
ber of environmental issues. Some of these
were: the Flambeau Mine Supplemental

Environmental Impact Statement, Noranda -

Mineral Notice of Intent tomine in Lincoln
Co., WDNR’s Environmental Assessment

of proposed exploratory oil drilling in .

Bayfield Caunty; Superior Oil Company’s
proposed changes in effluent discharges in
Lake Superior. Commenis were also pre-
pared for the WDNR Board on proposed

- additions to Wisconsin’s list of Qutstand- -
" ing Resource Waters because point source

pollution of waters where tribal members

" fish remains-a high priority for GLIFWC’s
" member tribes.

In other areas GLIFWC submatted
comments on the draft USFWS Native
American policy and was asked to assist in

es long-term plan

affirm the trust responsibility in the area of
tribal natural resources for comprehen-

sive, federal fish and wildlife legisla-

work began on plants important 1o the
Chippewa. In 1992 sweet grass plots were

planted in an effort to re-establish this

native grass which has important tradi-

tion. tionat significance.
: GLIFWC also assisted in Minnesota
Biological Services where Mille Lacs sought toachieve anego-

Many of the projects involving bio-
logical services are long-term, annual re-
source management programs involving
annual assessments and surveys, such as
the electrofishing surveys in inland lakes
and annual studies of lake trout and white-
fish in Lake Superior.

A new thrust came with the addition

of a botanist to the staff and more intensive

A sweet grass pIat on the Baa‘ River reservation started in rhe summer of 1992 as part
of a GLIFWC initiative to reintroduce native plants once abundant and culturally

tiated agreement for its trealy rights under
the 1837 Treaty and Fond du Lac filed suit

to reaffirm its treaty rights in the 1837 and .
1854 ceded territories in Minnesota. A

publication on Minnesota treaty rights was
prepared and plans were laid for additional
biologists in satellite offices to serve the
needs of Minnesota member Iribes.

(See Services, page 18)

significant to Ojibewa people. (Photo by John Heim)

-

o

retumed to the water. (Phoro by Amoose)

EIectmﬁShing surveysare Eompleted oninlandlakesinthespring and fa!f of each yéar
by GLIFWC’s inland fisheries section. Above, Dale Cornelius (right). and Dave
Parisien, GLIFWC fisheries aides, prepare to record data on the fish be. fore they are
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tContipued fram page 15)

‘Taking steps toward cooperation

1991

The trend of turning from condlicl to cooperation

cantinued durimg 1991 In May, the Voigt litigation con-
cluded with the tribes and the state deciding not to pursue
anvuappeids to igher courts, The Federad District Court's
ol Judgment of March 19, 1991, which recognizes
tribat harvest and setf-regulitory rights, thus remains the

tinab word on this matter und conctuded nearty 20 yearsof

Fitigation.

In addition, public informution ¢fforts of GLIFWC
and mam treaty rights advocates had also begun 1o sug-
cesstullvidemonstiiie that tribal liervests were not dimag-
g the resourees, Bvents sn muny areas demonstrisd the
trend away from contlict;

v/ protest numbers wind viotent episodes were down
av e resalt ol o ot supposted by the Wisconsin Civil
Pibertios Undon and Tifed by the Lac da Flinnbeau tribe,

He Wa-SwacGon Freaty Assactation, and o number of

ibal members agieinst Stop Prealy Abise—Wisconsin
ESTA amd s Teader Dean Cristand T3 STA members, A
fedenid courtrubing protubeted S A delfendants trom many
of the aetivies e hich they il previoushy enpasged.

Vnine GLIFS Cvandens obtained eredentials from
the WDNR m February ioenforee slate conservation fiws,

v/ results Trom the TNl asaensment p;rlnrmn.d N
resift ol Semstor Tnouve’s effort were published in
booktet, Casting Lich Upon the Waters: A doint Fishery
Nvvessinent of the Wiseensin Ceded Territory, The con-
Cluston ot the stidy 'S skeering committee composed of
WONKL USEWS, BEAC bt and GLIFPWC representa-
Lrves, sors thit Bsbertesm the nortl are subjected 1o many
proessittes. bul they e headthy and spearing has not
farmed the resouree,

V/<tite fegistatin e WDNR and tribad representatives
went on g aet finding trip together o the Northwest to
ook at madels of reselution Tor lishery issues through
canperitive inttiatives, As aresultof this trip. the Wiseon-
st hegistinure formed the State-Tribat Naturat Resources
SFask Foree inorder wrdevelop cooperative proposals and
sevk tumding sources. _

Ve Indian Education Carriculum mandated through

begiskaiion passed in P99 was initiated in Wisconsin
sehoal syatems,

Recognizing the time of change, GEIFWC commenced a \trdtu,u planning process
fo conaider goads for the next 5-10 veurs, The organtzation had L\M.nil.i“)’ heen on the
toretront of the \r’mnl case hattles in court and on the landings.

In 1991 the results of a joint survey of the fisheries in the ceded territory were published in Casting Light Upon the
Warers. Sen. Daniel Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, joined tribal leaders and
representatives of the WDONR and USFWS in announcing the report during a press conference in Wausau, Wis.
Pictured above are: (front row) Sen. Inouye; former Red Cliff Chairperson Patricia DePerry. Back row, former St.
Croix Chairman Eugene Taylor; former Bad River Chairman Don Moore; Lac Courte Oreilles Chairman

gaiashkibos; former Mole Lake Chairman Raymond McGeshick; and former Lac du Flambeau Chairman Mike

Allen. (Photo by Amoose)

Now a new era was emerging. GLIFWC member tribes seek to affirm their rights in
Minnesota and Michigan. In addition, tribes view GLIFWC as an important partner in
" environmental protection efforis.

The year drew 1o a close with a successful sirategic planning conference held at the

Rep Frank Boyle pnpm esto enjoy !mdmmm!faads duringa bu_[fe! in Madison where
tribal leaders and legislators toak the opportunity to discuss issues in 1991. Boyle as
chairman of the Indian Studies Commniittee took the led in implementing curriculum
changes that introduced mandatory [ndian srudles in efemeutar} and secondmy

cducation. (Photo .b) .Sm;' l:ncf\son}

Keweenaw Bay Reservation in November with staff, board and committee members as

formulated into a Strategic \ddnabemem Plan for GLIEWC. The plan, titled Strategic

Divections for GLIFWC in Off-Reservation Treaty Resource Management sets
GLIFWC's course for the future,

(bee GLIFWC establishes long-term plan, page 17)

GLIFWC’s Future Direction Statement

We will become the acknowledged ieader in resource management as well as environmental
and resource praiection in the eyes of the member wwibes as well as the commanity at large,

)
recognizing thal adherence 1o traditional Amshmabe values provides a proven basis For
leadership in these areas.

We will recognize and respect the sovereignty of member teibe and be clear in regard 10 the
roles, relationships and authority of the Commission and iis member tribes.

We will expand our service are to meet the needs of all rm.mhn.r tribes through beanch olfices
in Minnesota and Michigan, and actively scek the funding and stalf necessary 1o do 5o,

We willexpand the use of technology tor more effective communication, for furiher education,
and for use in siate-of-the-arl resource management.

We will be strongly commitied to training and development of siaff and tribal leaders in order
o maximize the potential in ail of our human resources,

We will be opcr.nmg in facilities that provide a supportive work environment for siaff and
- enhance the public image of GLIFWC,

We will maintain and advance the culiural existence of the Anishinabe people whom we,serve
and the exercise of their treaty rights,

welh as trihal council members looking together towards long-term goals which were later”

- ____*ﬁ_?_;‘__._.—rm .

SUMMER 1994

-« GLIFWC HISTORY +

PAGE 17 MASINAIGAN

|5 B S U W O N G N S WD Al O A A o O A D I S O N A N G A G O O A O el A e

M ER D N NN Gh MmO NN N R W NN AR N O A A A A A N A A A A O A O O ey e A A A O R A U N

GLIFWC establish
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Dunng 1992 Mille Lacs Commlsswner of Natural Resources Don Wedll was on the
road providing information in relation to a proposed treaty agreement berween the

‘Mille Lacs band and the Stare of Minnesota. The agreement, which did not pass the

state legislature in 1993, would have settled the legal dispute which is currently on-

going. (Photo by Sue Erickson)
{Continued from page 16)

1992

The final development of GLIFWC’s
stralegic plan was an impontant achieve-
ment early in 1992, GLIFWC staff worked
comprehensively on the strategic plan and
gathered further tribal input by bringing it
directly to tribal councii meetings during
the year. The plan was adopted by the
Board of Commissioners in December.

A total of eight major goals were
established, five relating to the direction of
GLIFWC’s programs and three supportive
goals relating to organization, structure,
and funding. The goals include:

Natural rescurce _management:
GLIFWC will strive to infuse a traditional
Anishinabe perspective into contemporary
natural resource management in the ceded

. lerritory.

Tribal herltage. GLIFWC will pro-
mote cultural awareness while continuing
10 maximize resource management caps-
bilities.

~Legal: GLIFWC will ussist tribes in
making optimum use of the legal system
for addressing environmental problems as
they relate to treaty-protected resources as
wellastofirmly establishand protecttreaty

" rights in all the ceded territories.

Political action: GLIFWC will ab-

tain and increase support for GLIFWC'

prograrhs and objectives at national, stdte
and local levels.

_ Empioymeﬁt!ecnnomy: GLIFWC

will ‘sirive to expand tribal employment
and economic devejopment as it relates 1o

- GLIFWC s mission.

Under each of these goals, strategics

were identified as a means in which 10

lmplement them,

Other h1bhhbhl‘; during the year in-
cluded

Enforcement

A training session provided by the
Environmental Protection Agency on haz-
ardous waste site investigations. The coutse
focused on identification of hazardous
waste when officers are out in the field.
This was achieved through a grant ob-
tained by GLIFWC’s Planning and Devel-
opment Division, - -

By 1992 ten GLIFWC wardens had
been issued credentials by WDNR 1o en-
force state conservation laws.

Development & Planning

Threugh the ANA program a hooklet
on cooperative management projects was
published entitled “Bishigendan Akii—
Respect the Earth,” as well as "Chippewa
Trearies—Understanding and Impact,” a
booklet designed for young readers. Over
60 public preseatations to nr&,dnudtiam
and schnols were also made.

I ntergovemmenml A ffairs

Policy analysts as well as biologists
were occupied with comments on & num-
ber of envirenmental issues. Some of these
were: the Fiambeau Mine Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement, Noranda
Mincral Netice of Intent 1o mine in Lincoln
Co., WDNR s Environmental Assessment
of proposed exploratory oil drilling in

" Bayfield County; Supertor Gil Company’s

proposed changes in effluent discharges in
L.ake Superior. Comments were also pre-
pared for the WDNR Board on proposed
additions to Wisconsin's list of Qutstand-
ing Resource Waters because point source

pollution of waters where tribal members '

fish remains a high prmrny for GLIFWC's
member tribes.

In other arcas GLIFWC submincd'

comments on the draft USFWS Native
American policy and was asked to assistin

es long-term plan

the drafting of federal legisiution that would
affirm the trust responsibility in the area of
tribal natural resources for comprehen-
sive, federal fish and wildlife legisla-
tien.

Biological Services

Many of the projects involving bio-
logical services are long-term, annual re-
sour¢e management programs invoiving
annual assessments and surveys. such as
the electrofishing surveys in inland lakes
and annual studies of lake trout and white-
fish in Lake Superior.

A new thrust came with the addition
of a botanist to the staff and more intensive

work began on ptants important 1o the
Chippewit. In 1992 sweet grass plots were,
planted, in an effort 1o re-establish this
native grass which has impurlun! trdi-
tiomst significance.

GLIFWC also assisted in \!mnc\ul.l
where Mille Lucssoughttoachieve unego-
linted agreement for its treaty rights under
the 1837 Treaty and Fond du Lac tiled suit
to reaftirm its treaty rights in the 1837 and
1854 ceded territories in Minnesata, A

- publication on Minnesotu trealy rights wis

prepared und plans were luid for additional
bictogists in suteliite offices 10 serve the
necds of Minnesota member tribes.

{See Services, page 18)

A sweet grasé plot on the Bad River rcservau'an started in the summer of 1992 as part
of a GLIFWC initiative to reintroduce native plants once abundant and cuiturally
significant to Ojibewa people. (Photo by John Heim)

Efecrroﬁshing sun'eys.c.:re completed on inland lakes in Hze-spring and fall of each year
by GLIFWC's inland fisheries section. Above, Dale Cornelius (right) and Dave N
Parisien, GLIFWC fisheries aides, prepare to recora’ dara on the fish before the_) are

remmed to the water. ( Phoro by A moase)
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{Continued from page 17)

1993

The comtinued push of environmental issues,
addressed in the strategic plan, became even more
apparent in 1993 when Exxon in partnership with
Rio Algom renewed itx intent to mine near the Mole
Lake reservation, and Crandon Mining Company,

the fromt for the Exxon/Rio Algom partnership,

opened it doars in downtown Crandon.
Mining operations. such s the proposed

“Crundon Mine and the operating Flambeau Mine

mghiight tribal concern ubout the long-term envi-
ranmental impacts. From a tribal perspective. the
right 10 harvest natural resources means that those
resources must be free from contaminition.
GLIFWC s member tribes want to proteet the envi-
ronment at least seven generations to come.

In response to these environmental concerns,
GLIFWC convened n strategic planning conference
o determine guidelines for GLIFWC's activities,
inviting ull GLIFWC boaard mémbers, staff, com-
nuftee members and tribal council members. Key
environmental issues were identified and a final
report on the conference is being prepared for board
TC\'IL\.\

1993 was particularly busy in Minnesota.
GLIFWC assisted the Mille Lacs tribe in a series of
public information meetings throughout the yeas
regarding the proposed negolialed agreement with
the State. The agreement, however, failed to be
approved by the slate legisiature in May 1993, and
the Mille Lacs case moved toward a court frial.

While Mille Lacs spent the remainder of the
year preparing for the trial which will begin in June
1994, GLIFWC has coatinued to work with the tribe

in preparation for the exercise of its treaty rights, through public information efforts,
providing a fisheries biologist, and maintaining a satellite conservation enforcement

office.

o

Services to Michigan and anesotawlncrease

Numerous witnesses were calledto the stand during the Dean Crist/STA trialin Wausau, Wis. in 1993. Taking a break from
the courtroom are a few veterans of spring spearfishing landings, some of whom were called upon to testify during the trial.

From the left, Brian Cross, Carol Cross, Anita Koser and Matthew Koser, Lac du Flambeau, Fi redAckley, Mole Lake and
Art Koser, Lac du flambeau. (Photo by Sue Erickson)

Satellite biological stations were developed both in Mille Lacs, for the 1837 ceded
territory, where a fisheries biologist is staffed, and at Fond du Lac for the 1854 Treaty
area, where a wildlife biologist and technician are staffed.

Similarly, GLIFWC began to serve tribal needs in Michigan more specifically with
the addition of a wildlife biologist. Stationed at Keweenaw Bay, this biologist serves the
Keweenaw Bay, Lac Vieux Desert and the Bay Mills tribe.

" Asuitable finale to 1993 was the completion of the book, Plants Used by the Great
Lakes Ojibewa, published by GLIFWC, and jointly authored by Dr. James Meeker,
former GLIFWC botanist; Joan Elias, UW-Trout Lake Biological Station, CeI‘IIEI: for
Limnology; and John Beim, GLIFWC wildlife technician. The book, a five year project,
identifies 384 plants used by the Ojibewa and provides Ojibewa names for those plants
plus additional information regarding each species and their use.

decade with optimism, envisioning expanded opportunities for cooperative endeavors in
many areas of resource management. The member tribes take seriously their commitment

for those who follow.lj
m\x‘ b
GLIFLUC member tribes
-
. . -~ D.a‘ < -
/ 23 _
A Cliye '
Ford du
Laz ‘ Bay Milis “
s omiw 2o
Mally La » . b
= CL':"-': Lac du Flambeau . . . ) \\-
- T Onilies _“orukc ) Ly R \
Minuesota - P _ \ . \\'-. :
" Wisconsin . _ L W
'AspartbfGLfFWC’sexpandedsen'ices,anewenforcemenrsatemreslationwasadded - _ I - Y Michigan

at the Bay Mills reservation in Michigan. Above (left) GLIFWC Warden Donald

Carrick stands with Bay Mills Conservation officer Terry Carrick by the vessel usedby T

~Bay Mills 16 patrol tribal commercial f shmg achwty on Lake Supermr. (Phara by -

Amoose}

With ten years of continuous growth behind, GLIFWC looks forward to the next

to the future generations and GLIFWC’s role in providing a healthy and thriving resource
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GLIFWC’S Enforcement Division

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Odanah, WI—Fifty-seven GLIFWC
watdens on duty during the 1994 spring
spearing season could breathe a sigh of

- relief as the tenth off-reservation spring
spearing season drew to a close. For

GLIFWC wardens, the season always her-
alds a nightly vigil which takes them from
landing tolanding about the cededterritory
in order to enforce the tribally-adopted
codes. -

Approximately 18 of the wardens on
the landings were full-time GLIFWC per-
sonnel. The remainder are hired to assist
with. the season. Many are veterans of
seasons gone by with memories of much
harder nights when the presence of angry
protesters and threats of violence made
each night unpredictable for GLIFWC
watdens as well as spearers.

Chief Warden Charles Bresette heads
GLIFWC’s Enforcement Division which

~ has been one of the fastest growing divi-

sions within the inter-tribal agency.
The need to provide effective tribal

_self-regulation was immediate following

the 1983 Voigt decision and became one of
the first priorities of the Voigt Inter-Tribal
Task Force (VITTF) responsible for the
implementation of the treaty rights.

Once the VITTF merged with the
Great Lakes Indian Fisheries Commission
in 1984 the need to enforce tribal, off-

reservation conservation codes included

tribal harvests on Lake Superior as well as

for intand hunting, fishing and gathenng

seasons,

Cutrently, GLIFWC maintains eleven
staffed satellite enforcement offices on its
member reservations in Michigan, Wis-
consin and two.at the Mille Lacs reserva-
tion in Minnesota. This was not always the

case, Bresette observes. It was not until |
_ 1988 that GLIFWC was able to signifi-
". cantly expand its force from a base of seven

full-time officers, and it was in 1993 that
the Bay Mills Indian Community in Michi-
gan, the most distant member band, ob-
tained a satellite station.

Growth, Bresette observea, had been
fast in some instances slow in others, but
always steady. .

Because of the variety of seasons-and
the expanse of territory, the challenges
confronting enforcement have been mani-
fold, not only in terms of adequate person-

- -nel but also providing the equipment nec- -

essary to monitor a variety of tribal,
off-reservation seasons throughout the' year.
In total, GLIFWC wardens monitor

_eleven off—reservatlon seasons including;

deer, small game, waterfowl; \bear, wild
Tice, trapping, ice fishing, open water fish-

ing, spring spearing, Lake Superior treaty -
commercial fishing and miscellaneous wild -

plant harvesting, such as wild rice.
So, familiarity with the seasons, areas

of hawest and tnbally-adopled codes is

Charles Bresette, chief warden.

necessary in regard to each of the seasons.
By far the most intense activity occurs
during the spring spear fishing season and
the fall deer harvest, according to Bresette.

Looking back over the years and sig-
nificant changes, Bresette feels 1986 saw a

big breakthrough for enforcement with the
purchase of a 25' Boston Whaler for en-
forcement on the Michigan waters of Lake
Superior. A full time dispatcher was also
hired that year to operale the base sta-
tion.

emphasizes professionalism

In 1987 the Division introduced the
ranking structure and chain of command
currently used with the Division. .

The Division is divided into two dis-
tricts. Lt. Richard Semasky supervises the
Northeast District, which includes the
Keweenaw Bay, Bay Mills, and Lac Vieux
Desert reservations in Michigan and the
Lac du Flamnbeau and Mole Lake reserva-
tions in Wisconsin. Lt. Gerald White Jr.
supervises the

Northwest District, which iscomposed -

of the Red Cliff, Bad River, Lac Courte

Oreilles, and St. Croix bands in Wisconsin
and, the Mille Lacs band in Minnesota.
In 1988 Professor Kirk Beattie, Asso-
ciate Professor of Wildlife Law Enforce-
ment-UW Stevens Point, provided a three
week training course on praper field law
enforcement practices. The intensive train-
ing course combined classroom and real-
life scenarios, and was the first of several
such training sessions provided by Beattie

- over the next several years.

. 1989 was another highlight year for
the Enforcement Division with a signifi-
cant upgrade to its radio system, including
and the Division's own radio frequencies.
Towers in Mellen and Hayward increased

- radio range. To Bresette, the upgrade in

radio communication was particularly im-
portant in regard to insuring the safety of
officers in the field.

1989 also saw eight officers depu-
lized as special deputies for Bayfield .
(See Training, page 20)

Ice rescue training held at the Bay Milis reservation. (Photo by Sharon Daxy -
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Red Cliff Warden David Curran takes ai
{Ploto by Amoose)
{Continued from page 19) -
County, a breakthrough in an endeavor lo
achieve cross-credentialization with local
and state enforcement officials.

in 1990 Enforcement staff attended a
thiee day workshop sponsored by the Wis-
consin Department of Nutural Resources
as a first step towards cross-deputization.
Nine officers received credentials from the
Stute of Wisconsin that year, with another
officer cross-credentiatized hy the State in
1991, '

Completing vyuipment needs foreach

reservatian wus also completed in 1991,

with vehivles such as ATV, snowmahiles

and boats for each satellite station 1o en-

- force the various seasons. .

- GLIFWC hasalways emphasized that
its conservation officers are fully trained.
Theretore. all GLFWC full-time conser-
vation officersare certified and have com-
pleted training requirements comparable

. tothose of state wardens, Bresette says.

Inaddition, the Division requires par-

licipation in annual training programs in-
_cluding firearm re-certification. Through-

~out the years GLIFWC conservation
officers have received continyed training

in such areas as: CPR.first responder train-

~ing: hunter safety: ATV operation: ice/:
cold water rescue: supervisory training: .

3 SRR
T T 13 -»ﬁ%.mw e
during an annual firearm qualification,

basicrecruit training; crowd control; physi-

- cal efficiency battery training; boat safety;

firearms: command management; and fur
trapping. . '

Many of the wardens are now certi-
fied instructors, forinstance in hunter safety
and cold water rescue.

Currently, wardenstaff are qualifying
forcertificates incold water rescue, Bresette
states, Six officers are already trained and
certified and both Lt. Jack Lemieux, Bad
River, and John Mulroy, Mole Lake, are
certified instructors. o

Bresette places importance on cold
water rescue hecause of the number of
tragediex related to cold water, With sig-
nificant numbers of tribal members owt
spearing in early springand ice fishing, the
need for trained responders is obvious.

" Wardens, he states, will be carrying
equipment necessary for cold water rescue
as a routine part of their equipmenr.

1994 should also see five more
GLIFWC wardens cross-credentialized
with the State of Wisconsin, Accarding to

Breserte, this will complete cross-
credentialization for the GLIFWC Wis-
consin-based wardens and achicve a goal

that was envisioned since GLIFWC's in--

ception. E

Self-confidence and

self-control key

While GLIFWC wardens perform
duty typical to other conservation officers,
Bresette sees their role as unique and re-
quiring special skills.

The prejudice against Indians and In-
diant treaty rights creates a situation of its
own for GLIFWC officers, who have had
to withstand many seasons of taunting and
harassment as they monitored tribal spear-
ing seasons through the protest years.

Enduring name-calling, threats, and

taunts was a part of regular duty in the .

Northwoods requiring a great deal of self-
control. Derogatory attitudes regarding the
ability of GLIFWC wardens to fairly en-
force tribal codes and now state codes also
stems from stereotypes and prejudices
prevalent in the ceded territories, Bresette
remarks, .

Wardens need to have the self control
to handle such difficult situations and not
respond in an inappropriate or unprofes-
sional manner, Bresette sdays. They also
have tobelieve inthemselves and the treaty
rights of the tribes in order to maintain the
self-confidence required of their positions.

Corporal Vern Stone, Bad River, has
been with GLIFWC forsix years. Thinking
backtothe days of more controversy, Stone
states that as an enforcement official “you
close your ears and maintain a high degree
of professionalism, It’s hard to accept, but
you have torealize those things can happen
anytime you are in law enforcement. When
you go through training you are aware that
those things will happen and are prepared
not to be brought down to other people’s
level.”

nces enforcement capabilities

Stone regards cross-credentialization

very positively. “It expands your authority-
whether on lakes, a smowmobile or out in

" the woods.” At first, he says, their were

some questions concerning our authority,
but now he just shows “both credentials
and am very well received and recognized
as part of a professional enforcement divi-
sion.” :

Priorto cross-credentialization, Stone
said enforcement was difficult, because
you could not always tell if a potential
violator was or was not a tribal member.

Basically Stone enjoys conservation
enforcement because it takes him out of
doors through all the seasons, where he
most enjoys spending his time. “I have of
love for the outdoors. We check trap lines
and nets on the rivers. .. The job takes me
where [ want to be. . .always outside.”

In addition to regular duties such as
patrol, court appearances, and training,
GLIFWC wardens have frequently found
themselves in a public relations capacity.

Many wardens have answeredrequests
to speak at schools, to sports organizations,
or at conferences. They also .assist the
publicinformation office on aregular basis
manning informational booths at sport
shows and educational conferences. :

The ability to relate easily with both
an Indian and non-Indian public and re-
spond to a variety of questions regarding
not only the tribal codes but also broader
aspects of off-reservation issues is neces-
sary.

GLIFWC wardens who are certified
instructors also provide classes on hunter
safety, snowmobile safety and will be run-
ning courses on boating safety, according
{See On water patrol, page 21)

Ralph Christensen, Chief DNR Conservation Officer (right) presenfs state credentials

- to Charles Bresette, GLIFWC Chief Warden in February 1991.
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{Continued from page 20} '
to Bresette. These activities again require

_ both knowledge and ability to relate well

with the public. -

GLIFWC duties in Michigan vary
somewhat from those in Wisconsin and
Minnesota as the seasons vary somewhat.
At Keweenaw Bay two GLIFWC wardens
monitor the treaty commercial fishery in
Lake Superior, while two others focus on
inland seasons. A satellite staff of two
wardens at both Bay Mills and Lac Vieux
Desert monitor inland, off-reservationsea-
sons, according to Northeast District Lt.
Richard Semasky. = -

Semasky, who has been part of

- GLIFWC’s Enforcement Division fornine

years, notes that enforcement of the Lake
Superior treaty fishery takes place on land
and on water. Using the Ojibewa Lady, a
25' Boston Whaler, GLIFWC conserva-
tion officers patrol the Lake almost daily,
weather conditions permitting. _

On the water, wardens monitor the
fishermen, drag for lost nets, or if sports-
men find alost netand buoy itup, GLIFWC
pulls it out, Sernasky says. ,

On the beach or boarding tribal com-
mercial fishing boats, wardens check for
numbers of fish, for proper tagging, and
safety equipment, according to Semasky.
Checking for buoys in the nets, net limits,
and use of proper units and corresponding
tags ate also part of the routine monitoring.

It is the different seasons that make
the job interesting to Semasky, who says
that everyday is different for him.

While there is a very limited spearing
for trout near Keweenaw Bay, GLIFWC
wardens help out during the Wisconsin
spring spearing season. In Michigan, the
wardens are also very busy during the fall

hunting season from September through December, Semasky states.

Always armed with a radio, time off is often interrupted with calls and besides
routine work throughout his district, Semasky takes tim
asked, so also assists with public education. :

patrol monitors treaty fishery

Dwayne Misegan,

captain of the Ojibewa Lady heads the Boston Whaler out into Lake Superior to monitor commercial fishing.

Keweenaw Bay warden Patrick LaPointe mans the deck. (Photo by Amoose) .

e o speak to sports groups when

Behind the scenes - -

Not everyone in the Enforcement Division is a patrol officer. At the home hase *
several staff are central to coordinating the activities of the Division’s numerous satellites

A mn LT

T

GLIFWC’s Keweengw Bay wardens respon
. bei_ng:hreatenedanHuronBaythisspring.Locaiauth
- Sgt. Donald Shalifoe; Nartheast Lt. Richard Semas

dtoacall for assistance, fromthe electroshocking crew after
oritiesalsoarrived at thesite. Picturedabove are:
ky; and Warden Dwayne Misegan. (Phato. by

and consolidating record-keeping.

Both fuli-time dispatcher Jerry White, Sr. and pant-time dispatcher
Sharon Dax spend hours at the central switchboard. Dispatchers transmit
all calls from the wardens, Dax states. “We have contact with Ashland

" and Bayfield county to run license and vehicle fegistration checks, andwe
dispatch information on regulations for codes if needed,” she expiains.

If the Chief needs to contact a field warden or a warden needs an
explanation of codes,” they go through dispatch, which is the hub for the
far-reaching satellite offices. '

Between calls, dispatchers are busy with computer entry for the
Division. Currently, Dax states, they are updating al the back radio logs
from 1986 and entering them on the computer. They also maintain radio
and telephone logs of every transmission.

During the spring spearing season their hours become particularly
grueling. Sometimes the office is open from 8a.m. to 6 2.m. the following
day, depending on the times that the various landings across the ceded
territory close each night. : - '

While not a certified warden, Dax has received certification for ice
rescue and also participates in other training sessions, videotaping and
taking pictures for the Division. .

- Also central to the operation of the Division is the Enforcement
" Administrative Assistant Kim Campy, a drill sergeant in her awn right.
Campy has been with the Division since 1986, so is familiar with the
" process of growth and the struggles entailed in developing the Division
to jts present status. : _ \
pE At the main office in Odanah, Campy works with Chief Bresette in
budgeting for the Division and bookkeeping. She alsoenters citationsand

1 (s ]

assists in organizing irairing, keeps up with correspondence and main-
P " Al o . . o

)

is responsible for entering the daily reports filed by the field wardens. She -



MASINAIGAN PAGE 22 * GLIFWC ACTIVITIES -

ill]I'lIll]llllIllllllllllll]l|[[|I[[[['[[|II...'.ll]-..'ll...'l-]..'."." . ) SUMMER1994

lllllltlllllllll]lllllllLllll]lllill!llllllIllllllllllI!Illjlllllllullllll]lllllllllLlllllllllllllllllllllllln]llllllllllllll‘lll

.aUMMER 1994 « ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES PAGE 23 MASINAIGAN

13
IIILJIlll!llllllllllllllIIIlllllllIIIIIIIII'I'I'IIIIIIIII[IIIIllllllllIlllllTl"lllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllll!lllll

|llllllllllll1lllll-llllllllllllllill!lllllll-llllllllllllll]llllllllllll-lllllllll]llll!lllllllnllll

GLIF WC calls for recognii‘ion of tribal role in Lake

- Forest Service Planing Initiative. This

GLIFWC seeks to expand servzces dzverszfy fundmg

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Qdanah, Wis.—GLIFWC's Admin-

would expand GLIFWC’s ability to pro-
vide biologically and culturaily based in-
put in the planning process for many of the

Superior LaMP process and Bmtzonal Program

Cornrmssron s{13IC) goal of zero drscharge loads of toxic substances,” as stated in the
national forests within the ceded territ By Sue Erickson in the Lake Superior basin. Federal Register, totally ignores the role of
istrative Team'prepured several proposals — ries. eded territo- _ Smff Writer Tribal support of the concept of zero tribal programs developed or b?i“$ deve.l-‘
this spring tor funding from other federal Another aspect of the request for ' ' ) 'discharge has been e\_.rrf_lencesl by 23;?;1:2“}:2113 reduce these loadings, Soltis
;ml’m.u}. 1;: expand capabilities. particu-  (USFS) funding is to establish a Resource Odanah, Wis.—GLIFWCcomments  GLIFWC’s Board of Commissioners*reso- .
arly in fishery management.

GLIFWC Executive Administrator
Jumes Schlender provided testimony be-
fare the U.S. House Committee on Appro-
priations” Subcommitiee on Interior and
Related Agencies for funding from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlile Service.

Schlender seeks to expand the lishery
survey work oninland Jakes to compliment
the'present work funded through the Bu-
rean of Indian Aftiairs,

Specifically. he proposes establish-
ing a tribal fisheries modeting program w
assist GLIFWC in setting total allowable
catches. This would address allocation is-

sues for trin] members and state licensed -

anglers alike.

The proposal also includes supple-
mental funding o equip the GLIFWC fish-
eries biologist stationed at the Mille Lacs
reservalion in Minnesota and provide help
needed 1o undertake population assess-
ments and habitat surveys.

A third component of the USFWS
request would upgrade GLIFWC fishery

. management capiabilities at the Lac du

Flambeau and Lac Courte Oreilles reserva-
tions in Wisconsin and thus expand coop-
eritive resource assessmenl efforts.
Ancther proposal presented by
Schlender 1o the Subcommittee requests
funding from the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS}) in order to establish a cooperative

N

A moose}

- Monitoring and Research Program, which
~would insure that the USFS’s ecological

management and research system incorpo-
tate plants and animals traditionally har-
vested by tribal members under treaty, It
would also determine the impacts upon
ecological communities from harvest, log-
ging, and/or land use designations.

A third objective would expand coop-
erative monitoring and research activities
through four pilot projects. These would
expand a northern furbearer study; expand
wild rice enhancement activities; initiate a
new long term fish contaminant assess-
ment, and establish walleye exploitation
studies on two lakes in Wisconsin,

From the Environmental Protection
Agency, GLIFWC has requested an appro-
priation for an Intertribal Lake Superior
Basin Initiative.

The initiative would: @ expand coop-
eralive ceded territory fish contaminant
studies; @ develop an intertribal ceded
territory Natural Resource Damage As-
sessment: Program; and @ develop, caordi-
nate, and implement tribal strategies to
protect the Lake Superior ecosystem using
intergovernmental partnerships and liai-
sons with other organizations working to
protect the Great Lakes basin’s ecosys-
tem,

A fourth proposal seeks appro-
priations from the Burean of Indian

EU}‘ZHE
)

,5// ’f“‘&t%%

Fermer GLIFWC Board of Commissioners Chairman Donald Moore was presented with a certificate of
appreciation for his years of service to the Cammission. Moore served the Commission from Qctober 1989

to November 1993. Above, GLIFWC Executive Administrator James Schlender presents the certificate to
Donald Mouvre during a Board of C ommissioners meeting at Lac Vieux Deserf Mrchrgarr (Photo by

Long-term furbearer studies in the ceded territory are among other cooperative
programs for which GLIFWC is seeking more funding. (Photo by Amoose)

. Affairs to provide full funding of con-

tract support; expand public informa-
tion capabilities in Minnesota; increase
conservation enfercement in Michi-
gan; develop expertise-necessary to
address mining development issues in
the ceded territories; and increase fall

whitefish and lake trout stock assess-
ments and data analysis capabilities in
J.ake Superior.

Another aspect of the request
would serve to expand lake trout spring
population estimates and support tribal

court needs.

Promises of prosperity
{Continued from page 11)
This would cut a year off the supposed annual payment to the counly

said.

- and to any jobs the company has created, Churchill noted, :

On the other hand Virgit Achenberg, Director of the Forest and
Langlade County Citizens Conservation Association, testified in
support of the mining proposal in Forest County. He feels the influx
of business will help the cornmumty prosper. “Maybe a major '
hospital may be needed in the atea,” he commented. -

In 1986 his organization had an agreement with Exxon to
receive $6 million in the bank for the use of area lake associations.
The money wouldbe used for lake enhancement activities, Achenberg '

In 1994 the conservation groupisasking for §12 mrllron forlake -
and stream restoration projects as well as two members on the
Algoma Board of Directors, one from each county,

Of water and generations before and after
“My people use the water from the Wolf River to for survival,”
stated Lewis Hawpetoss, Menominee Warrior Society, during his
comments. They have relied on the river and land for countless
generations before the coming of the Europeans, he said.
Now a mine is proposed on a site where his grandfathers are
~'buried. The WDNR has said that the Menominee are niot impacted by
~ the mine, so they have hadto purchase landtoachieve affected status.
Hawpetoss depicted the mining proposal as motivated by greed
only. “Never mind the water, the birds, the snakes...Never mind the
snails. We are going to come and mine here,” is the attitude of Exxon

and Rio Algom, he said. .

And what about the graves? Menommee have no word for

“reburial,” he stated. And what about the grandchlldren and the
water?

(See Of water and generatrons, page 27)
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submitted to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) on the proposed Stage 1
Lakewide Management Plan {LaMP} for
Lake Superior pressed for more integration
of the tribes into the entire LaMP process.

Ann Soltis, GLIFWC policy analyst,
prepared the commentsinconjunction with
GLIFWC staff and submitted themon May

_ 16th along with comments on the “Ecosys-

tem Principles and Objectwes for Lake
Superior Discussion Paper.”

By way of clarification, the Interna-
tional Joint Commission (13C) has called
forboth the development of LaMPs and the
creation of the Binational Programto carry
out its objective of using Lake Superior as
a demonstration for zero discharge.

“Soltis notes that the draft LaMP, if
implemented, will be a significant step
towards at!ammg the International Joint

lutions affirming the principle of zero dis-
charge of persistent toxins into the Lake
and the overall goal of totally eliminating
toxic amounts of toxic substances.
Another GLIFWC Board resolution
opposes penmission of any further mercury
discharges. into the air or waters of the
ceded territory.
Since portions of the Lake Superior
basin lie within the ceded territories of the

1836, 1842, and 1854 Treaties, GLIFWC’s .

interest in the management of the region
stems from its goal of protecting and pre-

- serving the hunting, fishing, and gathering

rights of its member tribes as reserved in

- the treaties.

Consequently, GLIFWC’s involve-
ment inthe ongoing management planning
and processes are necessary toreflecttribal
_interests, and “tribal uses should serve asa

What has human socrety done to the water? Can we stop the flow of pollution? Tfus is

the challenge of the International Joint Commission’s goal of zero discharge into Lake
Superior. The Lake Superior Lakewide Mamrgemenr Plan (LaMP) takes into .

consideration the needs of the entire Lake Superior basin in eliminating toxic amounts
of nine desrgnared critical pollurants (Phoro by Amoose)

Ann Soltis, GLIFWC policy analyst.
baseline protection assumption through-
out the LaMP,” Soltis contends.

Since the goal of any LaMP is to
reduce levels of designated poliutants in
order to restore and protect beneficial uses,
a Lake Superior LaMP should recognize
existing tribal uses, she adds.

These uses would include fishing
rights as well as cultural, spiritual and
medicinal practises dependem on a clean
waler resource.

Unfortunately, the LaMP process and
the Binational Program have “failed to
effectively integrate tribes as meaningful
partners,” she says.

While progress has occurred in re-
gard 1o tribal multi-media and environ-
miental protection programs, the environ-
mental protection infrastructure at a tribal
level remains underdeveloped and “makes

- commenting on an initiative such as the,

draft LaMP difficult at best.”
She also notes that, contrary to the

EPA’s description of the makeup of the -

Lake Superior Task Force, GLIFWCis not

_aware thattribal governmentsortribal agen-

cies currently sit in a representational ca-
pacity onthe Task Force orthe Workgroup.
The Binational Program organized to

implement the zero discharge demonstra-

tionprojectin Lake Superiorandthe LaMPs
hasthree components, Soltis explains. The
Lake Superior Task Force comprised of

senior resource managers working on

policy; the Warkgroup, which is largely
technical level people; and the Forum which
is open to all stakeholders.

While tribal members have taken part
in the Forum, they do not do so as a repre-

* sentative of tribal government. Soltis rec-
ommends that the appropriaie place for

tribal government representation is on the
Task Force and the Workgroup.

GLIFWC’s Board of Commissioners
has approved the Executive Administrator,
or his designee, to participate on the Bina-
tional Program’s Task Force or Workgroup
from an off-reservation perepeclwe, she
states,

- The omission of mba! programs in the
EPA’s interpretation of “LaMPs as man-

“agement tools designed to: Integrate Fed- -
“eral, State and local programs-to reduce

“Tribal land holdings and treaty re-
served rights in the Basin are significant
and a fatlure to integrate tribal programs
failsto truly take an ecosystem approach to
reducing toxic loadings in the Basin,” she
concludes. Other areas of comment sub-
mitted by GLIFWC include:

The goal of zero discharge

and a LaMP

GLIFWC comments that while the
current focus must be on the nine chemi-
cals designaied as “critical,” the LaMP
should continue to expand its focus to
include other chemicals whose persistence
and toxicity become known,

Also, GLIFWC suggests that the Bi-
national Program take the lead in develop-
ing the research plan ta develop accurate
estimates of toxic depositions and begin
the process of determining the origin of
these substances. _
Elimination timetables

GLIFWC recommends phase outs of
point source releases of persistent toxic

.substances be uniform across all bound-
. aries, with the exception that environmen-
tal protection would somehow be compro-

mised.

" Blueprint for zero discharge

GLIFWC suggests that in assessing
zero discharge, simple evaluation of
whether effluents are below analytical de-
tection is insufficient protection, particu-

. larly where bioaccumulation may occur.

GLIFWC suggests that conditioning
NPDES permits_on scheduled phase outs
would be useful in this regard.

Point sources

GLIFWC feels the LaMP must ad-
dress point source air emissions from mi-
nor soufces, such as cars, wood stoves and

lawn mowers. If data reveals persistent -

toxic substances, especially critical pollut-
ants, the, LaMP should include plans to
ensure progression toward the goal of no

use, production or potentlal for release -

within the basin.

Defining causal pollutants
GLIFWC suggests that planning for

zero discharge must also contain a mecha-.
nism for reclassifying causal polfutanis as -
- critical pollutants and also for adding pol-

lutants to the list of causal pollutants. |

Management strategies for
nine critical pollutants
While the LaMPrecommends a sirat-

~ egy toencourage “twinning” between U.S.

and Canadian municipalities, consideration
shiould also be given to twinning tribal
gnvemmemswrtholherbovernment:a,such
as First Nations.

{See GLIFWC conimems, page 27)

-
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from ecosy

Bj' Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Duluth, Minn.—GLIFWC Biologist
Jonuathun Gilbert, wildlife section leader,
participated in an international conference
ol ecosysiem Management and siralegic
plunning for the Lake Superior region.

.Lake Superior—a precious resb_urce. Above, breakers hit the shore of Whitefisk Bay, Michigan. (Photo by Amoose)

« ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT *

_Gilbert, who spoke on the control of
. purple loosestrife in Fish Creék Sloughs,
_reported that the session drew participants
from Canada and the United States, includ-
ing representatives of state, federal, and
provincial governments, tribes and private

- industry. - -
Atwodayconfererice focused ontech-
niques of ecosystem management with top-

-

(LI I Tt} -------.-----.---I--u.-----.--ﬂ--------------.---J-----------I-.l -

ics including old growth forests, biological
diversity, ecological sustainability, man-
agement at multiple scales, and social/
sconomic/political factors.

The conference was followed by a

one day strategic planning session during-

which vision statements for the manage-
‘ment of the Lake Superior region were
developed and strategies outlined.

EcosYSTEM STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM:
'GREAT LAKES TRIBAL LANDS

By Kent Pemo - '
- White Water Associates, Inc.

Amasa, Mich.-—In early 1994, the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.
Baraga;, Mich. received @ grant from the
(ireat-lakes Protection Fund for a project

* entitled Ecosystem Stewardsiip Program: -
- Great Lakes Tribal Lands. S
. In this program. Keweengw Bay's.
cavironmental coordinatar,” Howard
Reynolds, is working closely with ecolo-
gists from White Water Associates to de-
velop 4 process that enables tribal leaders
-and members to effectively establish land

use planning and management siralegies -

based on information about natural and
cultural resources and the risks that these
resources face. : '

The Ecosystem Stewardship Program
is guided by a Project Council with repre-
sentatives from Great Lakes areairibes and
other interested patties. The Project Coun-
cil advises and participates in environmen-
tal issue identification, relative risk analy-

‘sis, and information transfer to respective
tribes and organizations, Red Cliff tribal

- lands and Keweenaw Bay tribal lands form_

two focus Jandscapes toward which the

~ program will direct its efforts. .

: Programscientist Dean Premo, White -

Water Associates, Inc. indicated “the
program’s utility is tightly linked to the
individual landscapes and the people who

‘Jive there.”” Members of the Project Coun- -

cil assembled on March 21 in Baraga de-~
.spite amessy spring-time snowstorm. They
“exchanged and discussed ideas and per-

Yo caring for Mother Earth.

ceptions. from multiple points of view— -

Native Americans, Americans of Euro-

_pean descent, scientists, policy makers, -

and resource agency staff. -

" They resolved 10 focus on the land- -

scape and its mix of ecological, cultural,
and spiritual qualities and the problems

" that confront them. Dr. Premo states “In

the Ecosystem Stewardship Program, we
will try to integrate modern and traditional
‘sciences’ and perspectives in aurapproach

Rather than the scientists providing
the answers; we hope we can join with

* others in the program to help ask good -

questions and craft plausible solutions.”
(Editor’s note: Alarger article on the

- Ecosystem StewardshipProgram isplanned
 for the fall issue of MASINAIGAN.)
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Visions for Lake Superior Region emerge
stem management conference

The need for developing common
techniques in resource management pro-
cesses and increasing cooperation across
political boundaries were recurrent themes
during the planning session, which sought
to develop methods to achieve and main-
tain biodiversity and a systainable ecosys-
tem for the region. Some highlights from
the planning session follow:

Conferees concleded that in the last
decade biodiversity “has becorne a contro-
versial, international issue.” This has re~
sulted in a high level of interest and the
emergence of programsatthe international,
national, state/provincial, and local levels,

The high level of interest increases
the potential to protect biodiversity in the
Lake Superior region, as do the law popu-
lation densities and the number of “undis-
turbed” areas in the region.

However, 1o achieve biodiversity in

the Lake Superior region several needs .

were identified, including a central clear-
inghouse to prevent duplication of effort
and facilitate common baselines, techniques
and data management. Essentially this
would provide-a communication link be-

_tween agencies, researchers and the public.
Conferees also concluded that the so-

cial and economic implications of
bicdiversity must be evaluated to assess

~ the impact of human needs.

Several visions were established for

" the region during the planning session.

One reads: “We envision a Lake Superior
Region that sustains a diverse mix of func-
tioning natural landscapes, ecosystems,
communities, species, associated processes,
and human cultures over time.”

In order to achieve that vision, it was
decided that managers would have to: @
use integrated and common data sets for
inventory and assessment; 2] identify and
understand natural and human caused dis-

_ turbances; © development muiti-owner

management coocperation.
Anothervision regarding management
at multiple scales was that. “Local,, re-
gional and global ecosystems will be sus-
tained by understanding and living within
a framework that recognizes ecosystems
and their processes.” '

To.achieve this vision managers will

need to: O commit to cooperate across
administrative and political boundaries,
recognizing social concerns; @ use the
best science to promote a better under-
standing of ecosystem structure and func-
tion in aquaticand terrestrial ecosystemsof -
the region; and @ coordinate international

ary nature-of the ECS and develop a com-
mon framework of classification, inven-

. tory and shared information systems.

Many problems face the maintenance

- of a diverse and sustainable ecosystem in -
the Lake Superior Region. A few that were
cited include: inter-jurisdictional and po-

litical boundaries; current and ongoing

= ‘pollution, lack of communication, and Jack

of publiceducation; special interest groups; -
exotic species; and water diversion.
(See Visions, page 27)

. ECS/ELS by 1997, recognizing evolution- )

S a
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* Hiles, Wis., illustrates the strength of a cooperative

b
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~ and draining the pond, and thus destroying acres of
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By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

" Hiles, Wis.—The Hiles Millpond Project, near

effort, In this instance, 713 acres of wetland habi-
tat—home to eagles, osprey, kingfisher, ducks and
a variety of amphibians—was preserved by a joint
effort coordinated by Tom Matthia, US Forest Ser-
-vice. ,

Wildlife Biologist Peter David and Gerald
DePerry, deputy administrator participated in the
dedication ceremany on behalf of the Great Lakes
Indian Fish & Wildlife Commissinn {GLIFWC).
David felt the project received a special affirmation
from an eagle which observed the proceedings from
a treetop perch and circled overhead at the conclu-
sion.

The restoration project has actually been un-
derway for several years, according to Matthia. The
small Town of Hiles was confronted with adilemma
in 1991 when the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources found the 100 year old dam at the Mill-
pond to be in need of repair, a project well beyond
the financial capabilities of the town, which awns
the dam. : o

Hiles could anly consider abandoning the dam

wetland habitat, Matthia stated.

While the dam belongs to the town, much of
the Millpond is on National Forest land, and re-
source managers strongly felt such a valued wetland
should not be destroyed.

That’s when the work of finding partners for
the preservation projectbegan, accordingto Matthia.
A series of meetings bronght about a variety of
partners, each with their own contributions.

The U.S. Forest Service provided engineering,
design and construction, Funds came from Ducks
Unlimited and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
GLIFWC contributed $10,000 through The Circle
of Flight Project, a Bureau of Indian Affairs initia-
tive aimed at preserving wetlands. . .

" "The Town of Hiles, the Wisconsin National Guard, and the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources provided in-kind services, suchas the temporary bridge constructed
for the project by the National Guard. : ] S

By the fall of 1993 the dam was reconstructed, the impoundment reflooded, and the
project completed. The large wetland habitat remains intactasa home for wildlife and will
continue to be a recreational area for humans, Matthia states. : y _

Because of its scope and the cooperative nature of the project, the partners in the

- Millpond Project were honored with the prestigious “1993 Taking Wing _Award last
year. This is a national award from the USDA Forest Service, Matthia indicated.

The award is based on project merits such as cooperation, and overall value to
wildlife, Matthia says. In the Hiles Millpond project, the size of the wetland and its
value to threatened and endangered species such as the eagle were important

considerations. _ o C :

Conservation Congress
(Continued from page 2) : _ _ -
remarked on the cordial atmosphere at the Congress meeting. He was asked to provide
opening prayers at the Saturday meeting and Menomonee was also welcomed back to the
Congress. The Menomonee tribe, which is also a county,. had not pamc1pated. in
Conservation Congress for a number of years, Hawpetoss states.’ o

However, he feels that participation will provide oppottunities for working coopera-
tively and effectively with the Congress on resources 15sues. - __ S

In regard to the controversy over Chairman Murphy’s remarks about Indians and
women at a previous Congress meeting which upset AUMEtous W:_scpnsm_ tribes,
Hawpetoss feels that Murphy is more a “character than a racist.”

“Bill Murphy—he’s an Irish man who's got a ot of stories and tells them very |

openly. You see characters like this, like Tip O’Neil. . he’s a good story-teller,”
Hawpetass comments. ll .

A dedication ceremony in honor of the cooperators
The award winning endeavor preserved over seven
Peter David and GLIFWC Deputy Administrator G De
U.S. Forest Service, for GLIFWC’s participation in the joint endeavor.

Hiles Millpond h

o,

as been, and will continue to be,a wetla
and wildlife, including eagles, osprey, and black tern
" area. (Photo by Amoose)
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Award winning wetland project dedicated

in the Hiles Millpond Project was held at the Millpond .:;ile_t‘ast i:nonh_h.
hundred acres of wetland habitat. Above, GLIF W.C Wildlife Biologist
erald DePerry are congratulated by Project Coordinator Tom Martk:a,

(Photo by Amoose)

B

nd habitat for a variety of birds '_
as well as a popular recreational .
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- wolves managed o persist in present-day Minne-
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Wolf recovery in

By Lzsa Dlurkowskl :
GLIFWC Wildlife Biologist

According to Ojibwa culture the Crestor
send Anishinabe g brother to wccompany him on
his carlyv truvels;

*Together as brothers Maengun and Origi-
nal Man traveled to name all the plants, ani-
mals, and places of Earth. After completing
this task the Creator instructed them to walk
their separate paths. The Creator told them 3
that what happened to cne would happen to ¥
the other; and that each would be feared, }
respected, and misunderstood by the people ¢
that would join them later on Earth.”

—Mishomis Book §

After their separation maengun, later known
us the eastern timber wolf or gray wolf, suffered
preatly a1 the hands of the early traders, trappers, B
and settlers in the north woods., Wolf population
declines are historically linked to loss of habitat;
over-management of the wolf s primary prey base;
and direct trapping and killing for bounty.;sport, or |
malice, )

European settlement and organized elimina- §
tion campaigns in the north woods had a detrimen-
tul effect on wolves. Although pushed nearly to
destruction and plagued by misunderstandings,

sota; wolves disappeared from Michigan’s Lower Peninsula around 1910 and from
Wisconsin around 1960. Only u remnant population of lone individuals occupied the
Upper Peninsula by the mid-1950s.

Today, valued as an essential component of the ecosystem, wolves were contmumg
1o expand their range and numbers in the ceded territories and are present again in
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan.

A brief outline of the recovery and status of maengun in the ceded territories of the
Lake Superior Chippewa follows:

=> Minnesota’s northern wilderness has acted as a reservoir for wolves in the upper

Great Lakes region and as a source of immigrating wolves into neighboring states. .

However, an entrenched anti-predator sentiment in the state ardently targeted wolves for
over a century. Wolves are finally granted state protection in 1974 and today are listed as

threatened in Minnesota. The current wolf population estimate for Minnesota is around
L.650 10 1,850 wolves.

- => The winter 1993- 1994 wolf population survey in Wisconsin found evidence of

-tlJ wolvex in the state. A total of I8 packs, rangmg from2t07 mdwldua}s, and 4 lone

the northwoods

wolves were identified. The highest wolf densi-
ties in Wisconsin are in the northwest and
northcentral counties, with little wolf activity in
the northeast except those animals spanning the
border with Michigan. Since wolvés know no
political boundaries, Wisconsin shares border
wolf packs with both Minnesota and Michi-
gan. :

the western portion of the ceded territories before
| recovery was noted in Michigan. Then pioneer-
ing wolf populations began immigrating into
Michigan from the more stable wolf centers in
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Ontario, Canada, Wolf

forests and abundant game of the Upper Penin«
sula. It is not believed that wolves can thrive in
the more heavily populated northern Lower Pen-
insula. Teday there are an estimated 57 wolvesin
| the state, consisting of seven breeding packs and
l a number of lone wolves and non breeding pairs.
Presently, the wolf is listed as endangered in
Michigan.
: = The future of the isolated wolf com-
munity on Isle Royale, Michigan, is looking
brighter after the addition of eight pups last
season. Over the decades Isle Royale’s wolves
have fluctuated with the moose herd—with high
moose numbers resulting in high wolf numbers.
However, a dramatic crash of wolf numbers in
the early 1980s (from 50 to 14 wolves) led
y scientists to believe that the Island’s wolves were
doomed. The die-off was presumably linked to problems of genetic inbreeding, Presently
there are 15 wolves and an estimated 1,770 moose on the island.

Recent computer modeling of optimal wolf habitat in the northern Great Lakes
states, based on data from Minnesota, revealed that Michigan’s Upper Peninsula could
potentially support more wolves than Wlsconsm and may ultimately actasa future source
of breeding and dispersing wolves for the region.

The healthy deer herds throughout the ceded territories, a result of mlld winters and
accelerated timber harvests, have aided wolf survival. As populations expand wolves face
other threats besides humans—there are cases of mortality from mange, parvovirus,
Lyme disease, and heartworm.

Another hindrance may be the fact that the coyote season remains open in Minnesota
during the state gun-deer season and that bounties still exist on provincial istands of
Canada off the eastern Upper Peninsula.

Time, humantolerance and acceptance, anda healthy ecosystem will dictate whether

or not our future generations will experience a wild northern landscape capable of
nurturing a flourishing wolf society. -

Pmsomng deaths of 17 bald eagles bemg looked

Burnett County, Wis.—Seventeen
eigles have been found dead in Northwest-

ern Wisconsin and the deaths are heing -

atiributed 10 ingestion of a chemical insec-

ticide. carbofuran, accurding 10 news re-

poris.

A $3.000 reward is hemj_. offered for -
~information that leads to the arrest and
. conviction of anyone who may be respon-
sthie for kI”mL the cagles which are a

ltdt.mll} profected species.
Over a period of several d.l\\ !hc 17

- eagles were Tound in i small area neur Fish

L.llu. in Burneft County. Also found nearby
were the carcasses of @ raccoon, muakmz
and raven,

Wisconsin conservation oitu.mla and

federad investigators dectined to speculate

us 10 how the insecticide was introduced

‘intothe environment, but they have ruled -

out the possibility that it was used for
normal farming purposes.

One possibility is that carbofuran

(more commoanly known by itsbrandname,
furadan) may have been used intentionally

- to kill the eagles.
" Another po%lbll‘.ly is the pesticide

was used illegally to try to kill raccoons or
other animals, and’the eagles may have

ingested the pmsOn once it was in the food ;

chain.

Under federal law, the use of
carbofuran is strictly limited in use as a

pesticide in either its liquid or granular

form and prohibits its use as a pesncxde to
control predators.

Carbofuran is used to kill worms in
corn, strawherries, and potatoes. ail of
which are grown in Burnett County. -

- only licensed, state certified landowners

- of the pesticide was done, it was either
" inthe environment, thereby bemg no threat
" -to wildlife.

- willtakeeffectin September. Althoughthe

. ecologically sensitive areas.

into as deliberate, $5,000 rewared offered -

Duetothe limited use of the pesticide,

can apply it to their crops.

Investigating officials have stated that
it is too early to apply carbofuran in North-
western Wisconsin.

"They have said that if any appltcauon.

done during spring or early summer of last
year and would have rapidly biodegraded

Stricter limits onthe use of carbofuran

ban is nationwide, it already has taken.
cffect in several states to protect birds in

{Reprinted from Nah-Gah- Chi-Wa-
Nong, Di-Bah J:-Mo Wm-Nan, Apn!
1994) : _ .
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"= Wolf populations were expanding in

recovery in Michigan is centered on the rugged
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PIants Used by the Great Lakes Oj|bwa

The book “Piauts Used By The Great Lakes Qjibwa,” is now available
in abridged and unabridged versions through the Biological Services Division
of the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission (GLIFW(C).

“Order Form

7 T
The unabridged version includes a brief description of the plant and it’s | — . . .
u;se aregroducedéme drawing, and a mapshowing approxnmatelg where each i Quantity | Plants Used By The Great Lakes Ojibwa | Price Each | Total ll
plant is distributed within the ceded territories. The abridged version is much : . :
the same but without the drawings, maps, and descriptions. ] Unabridged First Copy 329.00 i
Both versiens include tables which are sorted by the Ojibwe, scientific, [ 1 Unabridged Each Additional Copy 527.00 1
and common names so that looking up a particular plant is made easier. Abridged $6.25 - ]
The cost of the unabridged version is $29.00 for the fist copy and $27.00 I - — i
for each additional copy. The abridged version is $6.25 for each copy; these | _| Prices include postage! Total i
prices include postage. A check, money order or purchase order should be | Clip and mail al '
“ p and mail along with a check, money order or purchase order made payable 1o Great :
g‘ggﬁ ';,)ayable to “Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission, Plant | Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission, Plant Book, P.O. Box 9, Odunah, W1 54%61. g
% ______________________________

Mlchlgan elk could be used
1n Wisconsin restoration

Wausau, Wis, (AP)—EIk living in Michigan
could be the source of animals with which a wildlife
professor establishes a herd in northern Wisconsin
despite doubts among property owners.

There are guestions of whether Wisconsin has
enough natural habitat for elk, an animal much
larger than the whitetail deer that is already a forag-
ing nuisance in the grain fields of many farmers.

Ray Andersen, a University of Wisconsin- -
Stevens Point professor known for his restoration of
species in their former haunts, received permission
several months ago to experiment with 20 elk in -
Chequamegon National Forest near Clam Lake.

He reported this week that “the possibility of getting the elk form Mtchtg,an is

"becoming a reality.”

He plans to capture some elk after the mating season, quarantine them near Clam
Lake in southérn Ashland County for six months, then free them next June.

The elk herd he hopes to tap has flourished near Atlanta, Mich., in a climate and
habitat similar 1o the Clam Lake area, Anderson said.

Anderson's group says Chequamegon National Forest has open forage land for elk.

The land was cleared by the Defense Department when stringing antenna in the -
1970s and 1980s for the Navy's ELF {extremely low frequency) radio, whose transmitter
is at Clam Lake, Wisconsin.

Each elk will be ear-tagged with a radio transmitter so researchers can momlor their
behavior, eating habits and impacts on resources.

Supporters said the four-year, 360,000 eik study could be the start of a herd that
grows to perhaps 1,000 elk, attracting tourists to the region and providing new game for
hunters.

In 1989, a proposal 10 restock elk in neabhbormb Bayﬁeld Coumy was scmppc.d
because of opposition from remdemb

{Photo by Allison Hamtlton, PIG summer intern)

Gerry Walhovd, forester with the Great Lakes Agency of the Bureau of Indian A ffairs,

_was recently awarded an Outstanding Lake States Region Foresters Award from the

Intertribal Timber Council on April 28th Jor his significant contributions in the field
of Indian forestry. Walhovd is the Great Lakes Area Inventory and Management
Planning Forester. His work includes Integrated Resources Management Plan
development, Forest Management Plan development as well as Geagrapiucal
Information System applications for all ten reservations in the Agency’s jurisdiction.

s

Of water and generatzons before and after

(Contmued from Eage 22)
Like many ot

the “affected” area and, if allowed, far beyond the time that we can‘imagine.
As Al Gedicks of the of the Wisconsin Kesource Protection Council stated, the

¥ potential of the waste dcposit being semitwe to earlhquakc ﬁctmn is nm even considered,-

but should be. -

The tailings will last into perpetuity, and the odds of such seismic activity are good »

over the years..I{ HUJ)ﬁ{}HthI]IElEH are not con\ldered we will he* Eudmmumu 4 major

8 - ccological disaster

r who commented at the hearing, Hawpcmqq knows weil that the
contamination from the mine may well impact far beyond the boundaries designated as

" '

Visions

{Continued from page 24) :
However, managers agreed that the

problems were not unlovable, nor insur-

mountable, particutarty ifacommitmentto

. -finding common grounds and achieving a

cooperative effort can be reached.
‘Planning. will continue during two

upcoming ecosystem management confer-

ences, one scheduled in Thunder Bay,

_Ontario in August 1994 and another at -

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan in June 1995,

© Gilbert sates. He'ix hopeful that the con-

ferences will be able to effeciively build

Ton one another and Dm\ldh ahasis {or

LICHO"

GLIFWC comments.

-on Lake Superior

LaMP process

{Continued from page 23)

Also, the Great Lakes Indian Fish &
Wildlife Commission recommends that
Lake Superior be designated as an Out-

. standing National Resource Water under
. the Clean Water Act. Such a designation” -
would provide the highest level of protec- . ..

tion avaiiable under the Act and prevent
new ot increased discharges of persistent
toxic pollutants. GLIFWC recommends’
that the Environmental Protection Agency
take the lead in this regard.

GLIFWC also suggests enforcement
strategies be included to penalize failure to

implement the recommendations of the . .
©govemnmueiis, Alsa, incentives could be -

provided. such as x breaks. to poliuters
Aor the purpose of developing and imple-
menting pollution control technologies,
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Zebra mussels in nvers almost a natlonal crisis’

An lllinois blologlst
warns that zebra |
mussels’ depletion of
the oxygen in inland
waters could cause big
ecological changes and
force cities and

industries to hold back
- waste discharges

Madison, Wis.—Zchra mussels are

-well-known for clogging water intakes at

power plants and factories. Now an Ninois
biologist says the moliusks could literally
put a life threatening choke hold on inland
watcrs and streams.

‘The mussels appear to consume huge
amounts of dissolved oxygen in lukes and
streams, according to biologist Doug
Blodgett of the Nlinois Natural Hislory

Survey. And a depleted oxygen level. he

said, could contribute to the decline of
some aquatic organisms. Blodgelt also
speculates that the oxygen depletion could
have serious implications on current sew-
age and wastewater discharge.

“The impact of zebra mussels inland
could be much greater than in the Great
Lakes,” Blodgett said. “This |s a scary
situation.

Blodgett studied the population dy-
namics of zebra mussels in the Hlinois
River and their effect on native mussels,
such as the unionid mussels. He said zebra
mussels bave flourished in the lower 11li-
nois River. During the summer of 1993, the
average density of zebra mussel colonies at
one spol in the lower Hlinois River aver-
aged more than 60,000 per square meter.

The high numbers of mussels coin-
cided with low levels of oxygen in the
river. What was surprising was that aquatic
organisms usually have a smaller effect on
oxygenlevelsin the river when the volume
of water increases duting a flood. This
time. however, the dissolved oxygen in the

The zebra mussel could have a much greater impact on inland waters and streams than

in the Great Lakes. (Photo submitted)

Illinois River was lower during the flood of
1993 than it was during the drought of
1988. Blodgett said he believes the prolif-
eration of zebra mussels since 1988 may
explain the difference,

“Zebra mussels are voracious filter
feeders,” Blodgett explained. “They take
in a lot of water, and any time they're
filtering that much water, they’re using a

lot of energy—they need alot of oxygento.

support their respiratory needs.”

Running lab experiments to gauge the
mollusks’ effect on oxygen in rivers and
streams, Blodgett said he andhiscolleagues
“came up with some astounding numbers.”

*It looks like zebra mussel popula-
tions could strip out approximately 2.4
milligrams of oxygen per liter of water per
mile,” he said. “50 as water moves down
the river, every mile it travels zebra mus-
sels will use about two rmlhg,ramq of oxy-

gen per liter. And keep in mind that our
water quality standard in the Illinois River
is five milligrams per liter—that’s what we
think is the minimum to keep the fish
healthy. Now, take a point on the river
where you have five milligrams per liter.
Two or three miles downstream it [the
dissolved oxygen level] will be critically
low because of the zebra mussels.”

That oxygen depletion could have
serious effects on fish and other aguatic
creatures.

. “If we get low oxygen levels, we.

might see a shift in the fish population,™ he
said. “Instead of a community of active fish
that sport fishermen like to caich, such as
largemouth bass, we could see them re-
placed by fish that are more tolerant of low
dissolved oxygen levels, like carp. Not
many people are going to be happy about
that.”

Lower oxygen levels could also seri-

ously affect industrial wastewater dump-
ing. Blodgett said water quality rules for
the Illinois River do not allow a discharge
of effluents, such as treated wastewater,
that creates a biological oxygen demand
and lowers oxygen levels below the stan-
dard of five milligrams of dissolved oxy-
gen per liter of water.

“Last year, during the flood, we saw
dissolved oxygen levels less than five mil-

" ligrams to begin with,” he said. “So, by the

letter of the law, factories and treatment
plants might not be able to discharge any-
thing that creates an additional demand on
dissolved oxygen.”
"~ The problem may be more serious in
rivers than lakes, cautioned University of
Wisconsin Sea Grant Advisory Services
Zebra Specialist Cliff Kraft, who writes
Zebra Mussel Update and coordinates UW
Sea Grant’s Zebra Mussel Watch monitor-
ing program.
. “The water-flow conditions in rivers
are different than in lakes,” said Kraft. “I
think these conditions may be peculiar to

-Tiversand probably tocertainrivers. Idon’t -

think this is going to happen in the Great
Lakes, and 1 doubt thls will happen in
inland lakes.”

But Blodgett emphas;zed that this lat-

. est development in the on-going zebra

mussel story should not be taken lightly.

“While the zebra mussel invasion is
almost a national crisis for our inland wa-
terways, few people have recognized it as
stch,” he said. “We all need to realize that
just as the Great Lakes system is different
from the European system, and the rivers
are a lot different from the Great Lakes.
We're likely to have population densities
on inland waters that exceed the average
densities in the Great Lakes. The dissolved
oxygen problems that we’re likely to sée
are going to be critical, and we need to
realize that just because we’ve spent a lot
of money on the Great Lakes, it doesn’t
mean we’ve solved all the problems in-
land.”

_ {Reprinted from Sea Grant Institute)

Coaster brook trout targeted for study/rehabllltatlon

Trlbal hatchenes ready to assist -

By S ue E nchson, Staff Wnter

Odanah, Wis.—Severa! tribal haicheries will he
part of a cooperitive endeavor to study and rehabilitate
the couster braok trowt population in the Great Lakes
according to Bill Mattes, GLIFWC Great Lakes sectian -

feader.

Dechning pnpulalmu\ of consters hd\ e xpdr}\ed Ihc
~concerns ol resource managers. including the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission (GLFC). GLFC's “Fish
Community Objectives for Lake Superior” call for the
re-extablixhment of depleted stocks of native species,

such ax the brook trout. Mattes stales.

The comster ix w brook tro0t (salvelinus fontinalis,
menning char living in springs) which spends purt of its |
ife 1o the Great Lakes. According to Mattes, streams
~along Minnesota s north shore once teamed with them,
but toduy. coasters pensistin anly a few areas, including
the ;\lplum arca of Ontario and near Isle Roy (IIL in
: \41chzu.m ' :

Lake Superior.

CoOasters.

_ Several Chippewa bands as well as the USFWS'
will be working with the enhancement of coasters aswell, -
according to Mattes: Both the Red Cliff and Keweenaw -
Bay bands are interested inusing their hatchery facilities
o hold brood stock for enthancement purposes.

Red Cliffisworking in cooperation withthe USFWS
on experimental introductions of coasters into Lake
‘Supericr, Mattes says. The Keweenaw Bay band is also
evaluating pmennal stream xnes for introduction. of

Additional work is heing conducled on coasters on
the Grand Portage reservation and in Isle Royale Na-
tional Park through cooperative efforts led by the

- USFWS. and in the Nipigon arca of Ontario by the

Mattes feels that the population reduction 1saresult _
of numerous pressures, including human induced habi-
tal changes, possihle over-harvest, and possibly nega-
tive interactions with introduced species. -

A sub-commitiee of GLFC’s Lake Superior Tech-
nical Committee was recently established to assess the
status and develop a restoration plan for brook trout in

Amoose)

Ontaria Vllﬂl\ll’) of Ndlural Re‘;ources

Bill Mattes, GLIFWC Great Lakes section !eader (Photo by
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Congress blocks
environmental bills

By Congressional Quarterly

. 'Washington,]).C.—Major enviton-
mental bills in.the 103rd Congress have
beenblocked ordelayed by concerns about
private property and other issues. The bills
include:

Safe Drinking Water Act re-
newalandrevision: The nation’s may-
ors and governors want more flexibility
to test and monitor chemicals in water.
They want the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) 1o set standards for con-

‘taminants based on costs and health risks

of implementing new rules. Senate com-
mittee has approved blll no action yct in
the House.

Endangered Speczes Acet re-
newal: Opponents want the federal gov-
emment to take into account the law’s
effect on people, and to compensate land-
owners who cannot use their property be-
cause of protections for endangered spe-
cies. No action is likely this year.

Cabinet Status for EPA : There
is bipartisan support for elevating the En.
vironmental Protection Agency to a Cabi-
net-level agency. But some lawmakers want
torequire the new department to conduct a
wider range of analyses on the costs and
risks of regulations. Passed by the Senate,
the bill is at an impasse in the House.

National Biological Survey:
This proposed inventory of plants and ani-
mals is intended to help prevent them from
becoming endangered. Opponents say a
survey would be used to restrict the use of
private property. The House passed the bill
Oct. 26 only after amending it to limit the
government’s access to private land. No
Senate action scheduled,

Clean Water Actrenewal:Fund-
ing for the 1972 law on clean water and
wetlands protection runs out this year. Prop-
erty rights advocates want to compensate
farmers and developers whose land is re-
stricted by wetlands regulations. Senate
commitiee has approved the bili; no action
yet in House.
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Proposed legisiation to
~ strengthen tribal powers

By Paul Nyhan
Congressional Quarterly

Washington, D.C.—A House Natu-
ral Resources subcommittee approved two
measures by voice vote April 26 designed
to secure and strengthen Indian tribal pow-
ers.

The first bill (HR3508), approved by
the Subcommittee on Native American
Affairs, would give tribal governments

more independence and control over fed-

eral funds and programs. It was sponsored
by subcommittee Chairman  Bill
Richardson, D-N.M.

In 1988, Congress established a dent-
onstration project within the Bureau of
Indian Affairsthatallowed 20tribestotake
gverthe administration of federal programs

for their tribes and tailor them to the needs
of their reservations.

Forexample, pammpalmgtnbescould
take over federal housing programs and
redesign them with their rural members in
mind.

The bill would make the project per-

manent and would expand it by allowing -

up to 20 new iribes to join the program
every year.

The Senate approved similar legisla-
tion (S1618) by voice vote November 24,
(1993 Weekly Report, p. 3278)

The second bill (HR4231), also spon-
sored by Richardson, would prohibit the
federal government from making a distinc-

tion between “historic” Indian tribes—

whichincludesalmostall tribes—and“cre-
ated” tribes.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs consid-
ers roughly 20 tribes to be “created” be-
cause they cannot sufficienily document
their tribal hisiory. Historic tribes enjoy
greater autonomy, including the right to
levy taxes and handle law enforcement on
Indian lands.

Status of Major Indian Legislation 103rd Ceongress—Second Session

Number Title _ Reported Passed Reported Passed Date Law
of Bill in House in Senate. Approved No.
House Senate .
H.R.1267 |- A bill to grant state status to Indian tribes for the purpose of House Conference held 9/28/93
enforcement of the Solid Waste Disposal Act. Senate Conference held 8/6/93
H.R. 1425 A bill to improve the management, productivity and 9/22/93 11/16/93 11719/93 11/19/93 12/3/93 103-177
use of Indian agricultural lands and resources. :
H.R.334 Lumbee Recognition Act 10/14/93 .
HR. 478 Amendments to Internal Revenue Code of 1986.allowing ]
credit against income tax for severance and personal Referred to Ways and Means Committee January 6, 1993
: property taxes paid to a tribal government. A
H.R. 1846/ Native American Trust Fund Accounting and Referzed to House Subcommittee on Native American Affairs June 2, 1993
i 8,295 Management Reform Act Referred to Senate Committee on Indian Affairs April 22, 1993
. 8,100 A bill to provide incentives for the establishment o : ] ) :
of tax enterprise zones and for other purposes. Referred to Finance Committee January 21, 1993
{Contains tribal provisions) :
S.162 " A bill to Amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 L o
allowing Indian tribes to receive charitable Referred to Finance Committee January 21, 1893
contributions of inventory _ o
S. 184 Utah Schools and Lands Improvement Act of 1993 - 8/2/93 8/2/93 6/16/93 - 6/24/93 10/1/93 103-93
S s.21 A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 Referred to Finance Committee January 26, 1993
' - to provide tax credits for Indian investments g o :
S. 260 Indian Education Assistance Under Title I‘. _ Referred to Committee on Indian Affairs January 28, 1993
: of the Arizona-Idaho Conservation Act of 1988 . _ _
8.278 * A'bill authorizing the establishment of Chief Big Foot ~ Referred to Energy and Natural Resources Committee February 2,1993
o ~ National Memorial Park and Wounded Knee Memorial - : _ . . . :
S. 284 Amendments to the Food Stamp Act of 1977 permitting - - R i
~ state agencies to require households remdmg on 3/31/93 3/31/93 3/25/93 3/29/93 4/1/93 103-11
reservations to file periodic income reports . . ’ B _ . _ : .

Reprinted from American Indian Report, a publication of the Falmouth Institute.
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Tribes and treaty rzghts

Washmgton tribes agree not to take coho

Renton, Wash. (AP)—Ninetcen
Weostern Washington Indian tribes have
aereed o restrict salmon fishing severely
this vear and halt cobo fishing enlircl)' (W

protect dwindling runs.
The announcement by the Northwest

Indvin Fisheries Commission came during

o davs of alks with commercial and
sport lishermen. whe abso have agreed nol
1o tuke coho in the hopes of revitwlizing
salmon rins, .

A finad agreement between the two
oroups probably will be concluded next
week. negotiators said.

The two-day meeting endedona glum
note. “Fhe Puger Sound fishery will be
exttiordinarily constrained,”  said Bob
Turner. state [ish and wildlite director.
“The big picture here is we don't have any
hsh.™

Jim Harp. Quinawlt tribal commission

member. sand the Indians decided against .

harvesting ¢coho “al great eost 10 our
ceonemy and cultare.™

The Northwest Indian Fisherics Com-
mission represents 19 lederadly recognized
iribes in Western Wishington, including

- the Puyallups. Muckleshoots, Quileutes,

Muakah and Elwhas.

Nancy Shippentower, the Puyallup
representiative, said the sacrifice was nec-
essiry o protect fish stocks for the long
term.

“Without salmon, we have nothing,
the native people,” she said. *It’s our live-
lihood. 1t's our spirituality.

“If we work together as one people
we may be able to bring back Ihe stocks.”

Tribal and non-iribal tishermen from
Washinglon and Oregon met to discuss
how many fish they will be allowed to
catch this year. Under the law, they split the
salmon harvest aboul equaily.

The two sides must agree on harvest
figures before the Pacific Fisheries Man-
agement Council meets in San Francisco.

In Puget Sound and the associated
tnland marine waters, fishing wilt be Jargely
limited to the witers south of Seattle, where
haichery fish predominate, and in the San
Juan Isiands, where most fish are returning
to Canada, Turner said. _

Commercial chum and sockeye sea-
sons will be shortened to avoid an impact

. on the dwindling wild coho.

“It’s going to have a tremendous fi-
nancial impact on our fleet,” said Lanny
Pillalos, president of the Puget Sound
GlllnetlersASSOCIauon “Everybody 'sfeel-
ing the pain.”

Turner said he was dubious about
allowing other fishing in the Strait of Juan

» . de Fuca, the mouth of Grays Harbor and

Willapa Bay.

~ Some fishing will be allowed inside
Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor, he added.
Low returns of salmon to spawn in the
Pacific Northwest this year are blamed
partly on low streamflows and ocean con-
ditions that reduced the food supply for
young salmon and increased the number of
predatory mackerel,

Salmon also continue to be hard-hit
by logging, urban development, dams,
hatcheries, heavy fishing by Canadians
and fishing mistakes of the past, said
Lorraine Loomis of the Swinomish Tribe.

But Jack Nichol, a British Columbian
and an alternate commissioner on the Pa-
cific Salmon Commission, says the Ameri-
cans should look at themselves, rather than
blaming others.

“It’s an old game where you point
your finger at somebody else and say they
are the ones responsible for our decline in
our salmon stocks,” said Nichol, former
president of the United Fishermen and Al-
lied Workers Unian.

“Ithink they’d better look inward and
look at their own fishing practices.”

“It leaves us in a place of having to

question society about its values,” said
Terry Williams of the Tulalip Tribe. “The
salmon are a treaty right and part of our
culture, and the preservation of that culture
no longer seems viable.

“As we watch the salmon demise, we
are watching our own demise.”

Much of the problem is due to the loss

~of salmon spawning habitat, something

fishermen can do little about, Williams
said.

“The bottom line is we have 4 1/2

million people Jiving in Western Washing-
ton on spawning grounds,” he said.
Fishermenwarnthat if something isn’t
done now, the region could face environ-
mental protections far more severe than

those imposed for the threatened northern

spotted owl.

Donald Stuart, a lawyer for Salmon
for Washington, an organization for Puget
Sound commercial fishers and processors,
said all fishermen want to conserve salmon

but need help from those who use land

around spawning streams.

“If they don’t do something to solve
the problem, theoretically they should feel
fear,” Stuart said. “The federal courts are
going to step in and make them do worse

“things than they’d be willing to do now.”

Tribal member cited for nettlg
northern pike in Duck Creek

- Green Ba). Wis, (AP)—lcouldake

Svears o decide a legal dispute that began

when an Oneida rihal member netted a

~northern pike in Duck Creck and a warden

cited the man for tllepal fishing.
The Depantmentof Natural Resources

o issued the chiation Sunday to Simon
DeCotean after he netted a 23-inch north-

ernin the creek near Pamperin Park.
- The action et the stage for a fight
between the tribe and state that could con-
tnue foryears, depending on appeals, Lamry
Kriese, district warden lur [ht. D\lR suid
Maonday,

The centrali s of reservation bound-
aries makes the dispute somewhat differ-

et than one hetween the Chippewa tribe
and the DNR. That battle resulted in fed-

eral court rulings upholding Chippewa
treaty rights to spearfish, hunt and gather
other resources from off-reservation parts
ol northern Wisconsin.

But the Chippewa dispute also origi-
nated with DNR allegations of illegal fish-
ing by tribal members.

Last week, Oneida Vice Ch.urwoman
Loretta Metoxen said her tride would pro-
vide legal assistance to any tribal member
cited for illegal fishing.

The tribe claims an 1838 trealy_ that
extabiished its reservation allows its mem-
bers certain fishing rights in the creek, But

" the sfate contends the reservation bound-
-ary mukes the creek near Pamperin'Park

off limits for spearing and netting, and the
tribe has no off-reservation treaty rights.
Boistered by a recent opinion from

Attorney General James Doyle, the DNR-

said the tribe's fishing rights end abowt

1.000 feet north of the dam in the park.
The dispute dates to 1991, when the

creek began producing more and bigger

~walieye for hook-and-tine anglers. The
Oneidas say they have netted and speared ~

- fish in the creek each spring for 170 years

without state interference.

“I'm just fishing like I've always
fished,” DeCoteau, 47, said before being
cited. I fished here when 1 was a young
man and this year is no drfferent than last
year.”

His citation. carries a’ $644- fine.
DeCoteau is 10 appear in Brown County

* Circuit Court on July 7, Kriese said.
-The DNR confiscated the northern -

that DeCoteau caught and released it back
into the creek, Kriése said.

In another development, Kriese.said
the DNR refused tocite some Oneida juve-

-niles who went into the creek and used nets
- to catch sore fish.

‘The children wete acting at the direc-

+tion of some adult supervisors, Kriese said.

“I don’t want to bring the children into this
controversy. If this continues, we will have
to figure out how to deal with this.”

It appeared lhe fishthe youth caught

with nets were released back into the -
creek higher upstream, above Duck Creek =

dam, whlch was bu1lt inthe 1820s, Krlese
said.

About 50 people watched DeCoteau

net the northern pike below the dam. Sev--
eral said everyone should have the same
fishing rights.

“I don't care if they go in there, but

then let everybody doit not just the Onei- -
- das,” said Ken Larscheid of Green Bay.
*And I don’t care about the northerns and
-the suckers. But I don’t want to see any

walleyes netted.”

Bob Kuske of Green Bay sard wall- :
eyes were just beginning to show up in
_ Duck Creek after years of absence.

“They were taking walleyes out of

here last year, too,” he said. “1 don’t think - §
. s right. These treaties are done.”
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4. Blueberries -

5. Mosquitos -

-Niswi—3 Down: 1. Omaa. 2. Makoonsag. 4. Miinan.. 7. th‘

Niibin — lt is summer
Gidagaakoons, Makoonsag, Bineshiiyag, Memengwaa,
Giigoozensag, Zagimeg, Ojiig, Enigoonsag, Waawaatesiwag

| . (Spotted fawn, Bear cubs, Birds, Butterfly,
Minnows/Small fish, Mosquitos, Flies, Ants, Fireflies)

OJIBWEMOWIN Niizh—2

(Ojibwe Language)

Double vowel system of writing Ojibwemowi

‘Circle the 10 underlined Ojibwe words in the
letter maze. (transiations below)

A. Megwayaak gaazo, a'aw gidagaakoons.
B. Agidaaki, ingiw makoonsag,

Bezhig—1

Alphabet vowels: A, AA E, |, I, O, 00 OUBLE VOWE B O A J omiijinaawaan ingiw miinan.
' D EV L C T
Consonants: B, C, D, G, H, J, K, M, PRONUNCIATIONS Nelhow C. Jiigibiig bimaadagaawag,
N, P, S, T, W,Y, Z, glottal stop' Short vowels: A. L. O M M 1 & N A N ingiw giigoozensag. _
:ALO.
Double Consonants: CH, SH, ZH Miinan — as in about I x b e ¢V OoR \D. Mashkawiiziwag, ingiw
—A glottal stop is a voiceless W A& in i S N Al WA KUJ J enigoonsag.
nasal sound as in jng_iw asintin E UAB I MAO I L L. :
rnazina'igan. Omaa—asin Only _ = E M _apane
- - o AR - WL K1 J P HZ NI dibikak, ingiw
—Generally the long Long Vowels: AA,E, I, 00 waawaatesiwag.
vowels carry the Omaa — as in father AN BT NG OT G -
accent. Amb_ L G 1 1 @ 00 2z2E NS A Gg\F SN,ILbI_ng :pane
e—asinja ' _ imisewag, _
—Respectfully enlist ) . I8y K F Q1 OV X D S ET ngiw o]iiggdash'
mcwizyspy | Mirn—asinsaa <2 MEen ey aume

- dialect differences.
Niswi—3

IKIDOWIN
ODAMINOWI
(word play)
Down:

1. Here

2. Bear cubs

Enigoons — as in moon

L ‘ 2 | [Niwin—4.
jﬁ‘* [T (1] Ojibwemowin

1. Ambe omaa mememgwaa.

2. Nagamowag ingiw bineshiiyag.

3. Dakwanjige a’aw zagime.

4. Maamawi anokiiwag i ingiw
enigoonsag.

7. Fly (insect) | .5._ gﬁggear:vgds;r;?kudaa.
Across: - - '
3. Butterfly

6. S/he hides

Translations:

" Niizh-—2 A. In the woods she hrdes that spotted fdwn ‘B. On the hill those bear cubs they are eatmg bluebemes C. Along

the shore they swirn, those minnows. D. They are strong, those ants. E. They fly always when rt is mght those ﬂreﬂ;es F. When
it is summer, always they fly, those flies and mosquitos. '

Across: 3. Memengwaa. 5 Zagrmeg 6. Gaazo. 8. Ojiig.
Niiwin—a 1. Come here butterfly. 2. They sing those birds. 3. He bites thatmosqurto 4. All together they work, those ants.
5. All together, let’s all work! Let's all speak Ojibwe.

There are various Ojibwe dialects, check for correct usage in your area. Note that rhe English translation will lose it's natural ﬂow
as-in any foreign language transiation. This may be reproduced for classroom use only. All other uses by authors wntren
-permrss:on All ;nqumes can be made to MASINAiGAN PO Box 9 Odanah Wi 54861. |

8. Flies (insects) . - — o m / ._ i !\ ] : /m

i




- areas that have not been recently disturbed. They contain a sense of
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Concern for special places 2

By Dr. James Meeker
Associate Professor, Northland College

Everyone who uses and respects the out-of-doors has some
fuvorite places. One may be where we po to see wolf tracks in the
snow; another a place to make the annual walk to gather herbs, or
maybe to revisit a rare orchid colony. Often these special places are

natural “history” and can put one back in lime.

For example, when | begin to soak up the deep green lighting
-in an old growth cedar swamp, I feel a sense of time past. It gives me
goosebumps. These places are special because in them, people have
lived “lightly.” Here resource uses and cultural activities have not
modified the land greatly.

A cultural activity such as the gathering of berries, roots, bark
and herbs in special areas is a private or spiritual event. It is not an
aclivity that is performed with much fanfare, and the collectors often
keep the lacations of these areas to themselves.

No one, for example, has volunteered to tell me the location of
their favorite morel mushroom site! For the most part, 1 agree with
the need for privacy, because while the next user may have good
intentions, it is almost inevitable that increased use puts a sirain on resource abundance.
There are a number of plants that have been collected almost to extinction, such as

~ American ginseng which now requires a protection program to maintain its populalions

" However, there is a down side to complete prwacy, and it is the topic of this summer’s

column.

Many speciual areas are small; isolated, and in danper of undergoing a reduction in
biologicat diversily. In my last article [ talked about the lack of knowledge we have to
guide us through many of our land management activities. We do not know for sure if
populations of undurstory plants are in major decline since the cut-over. Many of us have

warned that this may be the case, but the northwoods is a large area, and no one to my
knowledge has enough first hand experience across the region 1o document any trends.

This is where the knowledge of local experts comes in, and secrecy of place may
work against the exchange of information. Many people have been visiting the same

_ locations. iheir special places, for a number of years. These people may be in the best

possible position 1o answer an important ecological question such as, “What kind of
‘changes are taking place?” Changes can be major like that of timber harvest, fire or wind
throw, rapid succession into an open atea; or they can be less obvious, like fewer
populations of some species.

In many cases a change in light availability will cause changes in species abun-

dances, as some plants are favored by more light and some by less light. In either case,
there is a definite lack of information about what happens to the ground flora of an area
over the long haul.

« WILD PLANTS »
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€thnobotanical thoughts

Dr. James Meeker

' SUMMER 1994

‘What can be done about this lack of knowledge? In today’s

world of the shrinking monetary resources we cannot count on

“government” to do the necessary monitoring to protect all
(especially non-economic) tesources.

One p0331ble solution might be to enlist a group of volunteer
plant “experts” to come together and discuss what type of infor-
mation is necessary to protect plant resources. Then, we could
begin to apply for funds to irain volunteer plant “rangers” to fine
tune their plant identification and observation skills. Finally, we
could begin to establish a long-term program and ask volunteers
to commit to being the “watchers™ of a special place near them.
SR FPerhaps two to three times over the growing season volunteers

BE could list the plants of their area, estimate plant abundances, and
observe any other changes.

This volunteer approach may be difficult at first. Not every-
one can commit for the long term. Also, it may be necessary to
enlist local hotanists to confirm the identification of some of the
difficult-to-determine species. However, the hope is that eventu-
ally the volunteerswould become the experts of their special spots.

If all these people came together with information across the
region, maybe we could begin to look at some long tetm trends in
abundances, which could then alert us to potential problems
before they become severe.

There is a new ecosystem or holistic emphasis that land managers believe to be the
best way to both use and protect our natural resources. This new landscape emphasis has
required a re-copsideration of the human component in the conservation equatior. Since
we realized that we can not preserve all biological diversity in small, isolated natural
areas, ithas become necessary to include in the conservation equation ]andswuh different
levels of human use and development.

The “humnanstoo” approach is complimentary with the popular idea of sustainability;
that is the successful integration of compatible human activities into our biological
preservation designs. What beiter way to begin to monitor the resource landscape than to
involve some of the people who use the resource and are committed to the ptotectlon of
their special places?

A number of years ago  happened to read a bumper sticker that proclaimed “We are
spending our children’s inheritance!.” 1thought it was amusing at the time; however, if
we begin to think of this inheritance in terms of the earth’s resources, the whole idea takes
on a different tone. I think most of us would agree that we need to offer future generalions
“out-of doors” experiences similar to ours. One way to insure this is to maintain special
places for generauons to come.

(Jim Meeker is Assistant Professor of Natural Resources at Northland College,
and active in regional conservation. Jim received his PhD in Botany from the
University of Wisconsin at Madison. His research interests include studies of Greas
Lakes wetlands andinvestigations in regional ethnobotany, including joint authorship
of “Plants u;ed by the Great Lakes Ojibwa,” recently published by GLIFWC) .
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