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. Wa-Swa-Goning Village near the Lac du Flambeau reservation in - Great Lakes Indian Fish . NON-PROFIT
Wisconsin recreates a traditional Ojibwa village. Founder Nick & Wildlife Commission S BULK RATE |
' Hockings, Lac du Flambeau tribal member, views the village as g -| Pvblicipormation Office US.POSTAGE: | = l
learning experience for those visitors interested in Ojibwa lifeways. |~ oganah WI 54861 Asﬂfﬁ? ' :
‘Built on 20 acres along the shore of beautiful Moving Cloud Lake ©(715) 682-4427 - ' PERMIT%;‘Q
on the Lac du Flambeau Indian Reservation, Wa-Swa-Goning was the o o o _
~ Ojibwa name of the whole area. The French fur traders called it Lac o D
‘du Flambeau (Lake of Fire) when they saw the torches on the lakes as : : o S o -
the Ojibwa speared fish at night. _ ' g S S : : wigopmeih . - ' .
" Pictured in the “wild rice and canoe area” of the village are 1 . .oz ™ T ' - | .‘
" Celeste and Ernest Hockings, children of Estelle Hockings. (See story = Satise : _ :
on back pagej (Photo by Amoose) o | . et T o -
R | . o _ . ' - ~ mppewa Falls, Wi
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Passmg

the staff

HiLary Waukau, ‘SR.

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Just weeks before his death on August 2nd Hilary (Sparky) Waukau passed on the
Environmental Feather Flag, which he had held for the 1994-1995 year as Keeper of
the Staff. He passed it to Billy Daniels during the Protect the Earth Rally at the Mole
Lake reservation near Crandon, Wis., but it seems he really passed,it to all who shared
his commitment to Mother Earth.

Few people could be so deserving of the honor to keep the Eagle Staff and few
will be able 10 hold it with the unshakable, uncompromising commitment Sparky had
for protecting the Earth and the Indian people.

Sparky was a true warrior. Typically attired in his veterans’ ¢cap and beaded vest,
Sparky was there when the battles raged. He was there long, loud, and clear during the
treaty rights controversy that tore northern Wisconsin apart, the only member of the
Wisconsin Counties Association that stood up and insisted that counties must recogmze
the tn.aty rights of the Chlppt,wa

TS et as . N

" u long as th ereisa breath in my body, P’ll dedicate my remammg years ro protectingmy= &
people from the degradation of our environment.” Hilary “Sparky” Waukau, Sr. Keeper of '
the Environmental Protection Staff passes it on dung Ihe Pm!ecf the E arth garhenng at

Mole Lake last month. (Phoro by Arnoose)

He spoke, as always, to lhe point and without fear. He was a total advocate of trib-
al sovereignty and a protector of Indian rights.

He was there at the forefront when a nuclear waste dump site was proposed for
northern Wisconsin. He fought it with all his heart and power and at every level, rec-
ognizing the dire consequences for the Earth and his people should this battle be lost.

In recent years, Sparky declared his new goal-to stop the Exxon mine near
Crandon, and once again, he joined the troops to fight for protection of the environment
and tribal rights. His failing health did not prevent him from being there-at the fore-
front, on the scene leading the march. It was his place.

Sparky was there at the annual National Congress of American Indians convention

in Denver, Co. last winter. Sparky was there, physically weak but strong in splnt, par-
ticipating, speaking out on environmental concerns and encouraging NCAI action on
environmental issues.
* Sparky and NCAI Chairman gaiashkibos led the Grand Entry into the annual pow-
wow at the conference. Sparky carried the Eagle Staff through the Grand Entry and
held it during lengthy opening ceremonies. Sparky began to tire and the Staff
wavered. Asked if he needed relief, Sparky said “no,” and with all of his ener-
gy completed the ceremonies to carry the Eagle Staff proudly out once the invo-
cation was completed.

Hilary carried the Staff with determination, conviction, and humility. His
grip was firm and tenacious. He was a warrior, an orator, a leader, a friend. He
has carried the Staff with grace and courage and now he has passed it on.

Miigwetch Sparky!!!

immmwmwwmmwwmm
i The Menomine Nation has experienced a !
tremendous loss with the passing of Hilary ! -
i “"Sparky” Waukau Sr. on August 2, 19985. He died
of heart failure at the age of 72. His wife Edith, his !
i children and many grandchildren were with him at
Shawano Community Hospitai when he passed !
on. His daughter, Anne Waukau said, “He told us
oh his deathbead that he wants his children to !
i continue his legacy of helping our people.”
3 Tribal Chairman John Teller said “Sparky will
¥ leave a lasting legacy for future generations in !
i regard to service to his people through govern-

o

- ® ment as well as on a personal level. His leader- !
' i ship as a staunch advocate for the environment
- will be greatly missed.
i His guidance and wisdom, from the many
<« years of governmental process and decision have !
¥ proved to be a valuable tool. The tribe will carry
« On his principal of promoting the preservation of
i the environment.”
Since 1952, he served as tribal vice-chair- !
__man, county admlnlstrator reservation judge and
i other various tribal offices. He was the first chair-
. ® man of the Menominee County Democratic Party, !
i hold the office from 1959-'64. He remained a
.. member of the Menominee Trlbal Legislature until
§ his death.
< Waukau worked with seven ‘Nisconsin gover- !
¥ nors and traveled throughout, the United States
. handling tribal business. !

¥ (Excerpted from a Menon'imee Tribal news !
¢ release)) -
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An opportumty for the public to speak:

International Joint Commission to meet in Duluth this fall

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Odanah Wis.-Members of the- -public concemed
about the management of the Great Lakes are invited, in
fact encouraged, to participate in the International Joint
Commission (IIC) meeting slated for Sept. 22-25 at the
DECC in Duluth, according to Ann McCammon-Soltis,
GLIFWC policy analyst.

Because of the meeting’s locatlon, the focus will be

~ on Lake Superior issues this year. “This is a chance for

the public to tell the 1JC how they think they are doing on
implementing recommendations for the Great Lakes,”
Soltis'states. There is no registration fees, time is slated
for public input, and they are in our ‘back yard.’

The meeting will also be a chance to learn about the
sometimes complex issues regarding Great Lakes man-
agement. Educational workshops run as concurrent ses-

sions as well as informational booths from a variety of
programs will all provide an educational component.

The 1JC was formed by the Boundary Waters Treaty
in 1909, Three U.S. and three Canadian representatives
compose the Commission and make recommendations
concerning the management of shared waters to their
respective governments, Scitis states.

The governments, however, must chose to act on

those recommendations. For instance, the IJC recom-

r—-----—---———-——m-—--———-—————l mended a ban on chlorine but no

Note: A registration fee is not charged for the Biennial
Meeting, but REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED by September
1, 1995 to ensure receipt of all reports prepared for the mest-
ing, which will be sent approximately one month prior to the
meeting. Preregistrants who reserve meal and tour tickets
will receive them when they sign in at the meeting. Given the

interest expressed for this meetmg, we strongly suggest you
reglster early

Return registration form to:
Ms. Rita Kerner .
International Joint Commission
1250 23rd Strest NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20440

Name (PLEASE PRINT)

Agency/Organization {as applicable)

City, State/Province, Zip/Postal Code

Telephone_ Fax

I will attend the 1995 Biennial Meeting on Great Lakes
Water Quality on:

O September22 O September 23
O September24 O September 25

TOURS

I am reagistering for the followmg Lake Superior Youth and
Community Tours on Friday, September 22 ($5 registrat[on
required for each program):

‘O (1) Model Youth and Commumty Programs Tour
- (8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.)
J O (2) - Apostle Islands National Lakeshore Tour
(7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.)
I O (3) St. Louis River Hydroelsctric Hahcensmg Tour
| (10 a.m.-6 p.m.)
Q (4) - North Shore Tour (10 a.m.-4 p.m.)

| ! O (5) Poliution Prevention Tour (12:30-5 p.m.).

1o
100

‘Park Point Tour (1-4 p.m.)

Nemad;l River Watershed Tour (12:30-6 p.m )

I QO (8) - Lake Superior Sampler Tour (11 a.m.-1 p.m.)
QO (9) Lake Superior Sampler Tour (2-4 p.m.)

B O (10) st. Louis River RAP Tour (8-5 p.m)

| O (11) Lake Superior Ecosystem F'rotectlon Tour
(9-11:30 a.m.)

Registration
1995 Biennial Meeting on Great Lakes Water Quality

Our Lakes, Our Health, Our Future

Form

MEALS

QO (1) [would like fo purchase a box lunch for the Saturday

lunch ($8.50/US)

O (2) | would like to participate in the Lake Superior
dinner Saturday evening {$18.75/US)

O (3) | would like to purchase a Sunday lunch ticket for

the RAP Forum (Al Biennial Meeting pariicipants

welcome to attend forum and its lunch) ($9.00/US)
O | would like vegetarian meals (samne prices).
O Other needs:
Note: Please make all checks for tours and meals
payabile in U.S. dollars to IJC 1995 Biennial Meeting

and enclose with your registration form. My check in
the amount of § ___is enclosed.

WORKSHOPS

| am interested in attending the foliowing concurrent session |
on Sunday, September 24 (please check only one as initial |

‘response, to estimate space requirements): _
O (1) 1 will attend the Forum for Remedial Action Plansin ||

the Great Lakes Basin on Sunday, September 24.
Please send program information.

Goals of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

'O (3) Air Toxics in the Great Lakes Basin

O (4) The Role of Biodiversity in Sustainable Development
O (5) The Effects of Toxic Contaminants on Human Heaith |

Q (6} Status of Lake Superior Protection Programs
O (7) Pollution Prevention: The Preferred Solution

| am interested in attending the following concurrent session
on Monday, September 25 (please check only one as initial |

response, to estimate space requirements);

Q (8} Innovative Approaches to Urban and Agricultural

Watershed Planning

O (8) Undesirable invasions of Exotic Specues into the
Great Lakes .

-Q (10) Tribal Natural Resource Management in Lake

Superior and Beyond: Rights, Responsibilities
and Roles of Tribes in Great Lakes Protection

O (11) From a Local to a Lakewide Focus: Developing
- and Implementing Lakewide Management Plans

O (12) Pesticide Use in the Great Lakes Basin:

_ Opportunities for Pollution Prevention
O (13) Sustainable Business Practice =

- O - Please send a copy of the 1995 Priorities Report,

_and all other premeetmg materials, in the French
. language.
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government action followed,
Soltis comments.

“Zero discharge” is another
recommendation from the 1JC
which the governments need to
implement,

Plenary sessions for the JC
meeting begin on the Saturday
morning, Sept, 23rd. First on the
agenda wil! be reports from the
respective governments on
implementation programs.

This will be followed by an
opportunity for different sectors
of the public to address the
Commission and a period of time
for ‘open mike.’

Soltis states that interested
persons should register in arder
to obtain materials. (see registra-
tion form)

On Monday morning,
September 25th, the tribes will
be presenting on tribal natural
resource management programs
on the Great Lakes.

Although the final agenda
has not been set, concurrent
workshop sessions are scheduled
for Sunday on a variety of topics,
such as Remedial Action Plans
(RAPs) and the Lake Superior

O (3) Youth Forum: The Role of Education to Achieve the | Management Plan (LaMP).

Following the meeting the
1JC will prepare its biennial
report with its recommendations
based on ‘comments received
from the public and various sec-
tors present at the meeting.

" Essentially, the biennial
report makes recommendations
and also evaluates how the gov-
ernments are performing in rela-
tion to past recommendations
and needs regarding Great Lakes
management.

Editor’s Note: A workshop
entitled UPPER GREAT LAKES
WATERSHEDS will be held imme-
diately following (September
26th) the IJC meeting in
" Duluth, Minnesota. This work-
shop wdl feature a full day of
speakers, panels and work
groups on tapics such as: non-
point source poliution (NPS)
prevent:an and control; eco-
nomics of NPS prevention and
control, regional consistency,
etc. Thr.s‘ workshop is sponsored
by Minnesota Sea Grant -
Institute, please call them at
218-726-8106 for more mfor-'
mation or to register.
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History held hostage for highest dollar:
Lac du Flambau fights for Strawberry Iand
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By Sue Ericison SR
Staff Writer

Kids

Odanah, Wis—GLIFWC inland fisheries staff took
time out of their summer schedules to work with several
Native American student programs involved in environ-
mental/fisheries studies. o -

Fifteen Native American youth participated in the
Institute for Environmental Studies’ Precollege Program,
according to Barbara Borns, senior $tudent services cooi-
dinator, UW-Madison. Borns’ group spent a week at the
Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) réservation and a week at UW-
Madison. .

From UW-Superior sixteen Native American high
school students in a five week program entitled Resource
Management for Young Scholars, spent three days camp-
ing on the Lac du Flambeau reservation. _

Glenn Miller, GLIFWC inland fisheries biologist, and
fisheries technicians Butch Micloszyk, Ed White, and
Mitch Soulier hauled electroshocking boats to provide
practical field experience for the students at both sites.

The UW-Madison group electrofished on Windigo
Lake at L.CO and the UW-Superior grouped electrofished

| B Sherman Lake at LdF. They dipped for the fish, measured
and took scale samples. The GLIFWC crew also demon-
strated fyke netting. - ' ' '

|
3

Lac du Flambeau reservation, Wis.-
Another historic, ' spiritual area is being -
jeopardized by a developer. Strawberry
Island-on the Lac du Flambeau reservation
in Wisconsin can join the growing list of
such sites which fall prey to the quest for
dollars and development. The list creates its
own “trail of tcars™ as bones, burial
grounds, and sacred areas go on the market
block for the highest dollar.

Comparable. perhaps, 1o putting con-
dox on the Gettysburg battle field, develop-
er Walter Mills. Aspen. Col. thinks he*ll get
his money worth aut of the property he
inherited. Milts intends 10 subdivide the 26
acre Strawberry sland into 16 lots and build
luxurs homes on it.

To the Lae du Flambeaus and Dakota

Indian people, the idea is unthinkable. Lac du Flambean Tribal Chairman Tom Maulson talks to Channel 6 News during a press conference on Strawberry Island.

Strawberry Island was the site of the last The tribe opposes a proposal to develop the island because of its cultural and historical significance to both the Ojibwa and UW-Madison youth also went to the Chippewa river
major OQjibewa-Dakata battle and is consid-  Sioux who SJought their final battle on the island. (Photo by Amaoose) - '

where GLIFWC has been performing annual mussel and
ered a sacred fand which should be [eft : . .. . dragonfly surveys and let the students experience survey.
undisturbed. accarding to Lac du Flambeau Tribal The Lac du Flambeau band has been interested in  notorious for Indian land swindles, Maulson notes. “It : work there, ' ‘
Chairman Thomas Maulson. buying the property, Maulson states, but the price keeps  was a time when much Indian land was lost to non-Indian

L. t

going up beyond what is
reasonable. "It's like a ran-
som, now,” Maulson says.
“Mills wants the tribe to

owners and served to ‘checkerboard’ our reservations,”
he stated.

However, the original owners, Mills’ parents,
respécted the istand and its meaning to the Indian people.

Both programs are designed to encourage Native
American students into environmental studies or fisheries
management. Extensive field experience is provided in
combination with ¢lassroom activities.

According to Fred VendeVenter, UW-Superior
instructor who worked with the summer program, the data
collected by the students on Sherman Lake was taken back : ~ LT
to the University laboratory for analysis. They compared s : S ag—- L . )
their information on the lake to GLIFWC bistorical data i e T o 9 ez > :

and came up with very similar data. Stude their hand at ip uetﬁngab&a_:d*o‘;:;of GLIFWC ’sleé?r_aracking boals as part of a pre-oﬂege
environmental learning program, Butch Mieloszyk, GLIFWC inland fisheries technician, seems happy to let the
students man the nets, (Photo by Glenn Miller) !

b e oSSR F = 3

pay two million dollars for They left it undeveloped. .

the twenty-six acres that Besides being held sacred by Ojibewa and Dakota

was tribal. The tribe will people, the island is also an important Wisconsin arche-

pay what is fair and reason-  ological site and has been listed on the National Register

able, but this is a plain case  of Historic Places since 1978.

of greed.” : - While tribal members and environmentalists alike
Maulson and leaders . seek to save the island, bulldozers warm up on the main-

from the Dakota nation land. According to Maulson, Mills was granted a build-

spoke out during cere- ing permit even though necesst ¥y septic tests had not

monies on the LdF reserva-  been completed. The tribe raised this question at a town-

tion July 4-6, hoping to
draw public awareness to
the predicament and immi-
nent threat to Strawberry
Island, -
Historically, the island
was allotted to a five year
old Lac du Flambean child

ship zoning committee meeting, Maulson says. The
issued was tabled and rescheduled for October 3rd.
“The tribes have already lost so many sacred sites
and burial grounds to development and entrepreneurs. So
few remain, that they become extremely precious, but
that does not mean they should be held for ransom-like
moneys and the tribes subjected to extortion. We just
can’t give in to that. Right now all we can do is staunch-

Update report on status
of walleye available

Odanah, Wis.—Fresh off the press is the 1995
Fishery Status Update in the Wisconsin Treaty Ceded
Waters, a report from the Joint Assessment Steering
Committee. The report provides information on the walleye

who passed on. His parents  ly oppose plans to dig up our old battleground, one of our
sold the island during the ‘Geitysburg fields,’ and hope potential luxury homeown-
“Allotment Era”—a period  ers can find more appropriate locations,” Maulson states. .

fishery resulting from five consecutive years of cooperative
assessments. ' - _ :
Joint spring and fall electrofishing assessments have
provided fishery managers with a more comprehensive data
base on many lakes in northern Wisconsin with the number
of assessments nearly doubling since 1989, _
As the report relates, “For the past five years, estimat-
ing the number of adult walleye in iakes has been an objec-
- tive of spring assessments. The overall goal has been to
conduct at least one such estimate in every mixed fishery :
 {tribal-state) lake. Of the 214 speared lakes where walleye
‘have been harvested, 177 (83%) have had at least one adult
~ population estimate.” ' oL y
Working together the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the Great:
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission and the St.
Croix band have gathered data which presents an emerging
: .. picture of the fishery, and much of that information is pro-
- - -7 vided in the Fishery Status Update. - S
. - The report was preceded by the 1990 Casting Light
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“+x<" Upon the Waters report and the 1992 Casting Light Upon
i prak . ~,.  the Waters Update. Both of these publications were also
' : - . . . g " ..~ .-~ prepared by the Joint Assessment Steering Committee.
A small dancer concentrates on foob-.-ork_ during a pow-wow in support of the effort 2 AR e . ‘v N P S Copies of these reports can be abtained by contacting
10 save Strawberry Island from a demo‘oer'_ (Photo by Amoose) ' ',Smdenrs with the UW-Superior summer envirorimental program perform water chemistry on samples taken GLIFWC’s Public Information Office at 522 Chapple

from Sherman Lake, Vilas County, one of GLIFWC’s small, long-term study lakes. (Photo by Glenn Miller) - Avenue, Ashland, WI.54806 or calling (715) 682-4427. .




MASINAIGAN PAGE 6 -

.+ PROTECT THE EARTH » .

' FALL 1995

LI L LI I
[ 55 40 EE A S i A Y N A D e O R O e A A N A N A NN B N e e el O A B e i e m T N T L T I T I Y T T T T

IIrrrrry

A4 L L Y T T T T I T I I T I I T T T T I Y

Al L L L Y L T I T I I I T T I T L I T I I I I T T I I LY

I I I I I I T T I I T I I I LT Y LY 1 s w am o

Protestors meet at Mole Lake to gain support, build

community, battle Exxon mines at

By Stephanie Catlin
HVONJR intern

In efforts to gather together
and build support, various Indian
and non-Indian people joined
‘together at the Mole Lake
Sokaogon reservation on July

21-23 for the tenth Protect the -

Earth (PTE) gathering, resisting
Exxon’s proposed mines both in
the Mole Lake area and through-
out northern Wisconsin.

“These are not special inter-
ests. These are the most impor-
tant issues there are. If you can™t
breathe and drink, you're dead,”
said Annette Rasch, representa-
tive of the Clean Water Action
Council and Wis. Greens, also
Oneida nation environmental
resources board coordinator.

Emcee and PTE co-founder
Walter Bresette said there were
less people than other years, and
he was disappointed with the
Indian turnout. “T think Mole
Lake has made a strong commit-
ment because they're threatened,
but others who are also responsi-
ble for protecting the earth are
noticeably absent.”

Throughout the three-day
event, along with enjoying enter-

tainment from Skip Jones, Mitch
Walking Elk, Larry Long, Frank

ISR

Billy Daniels, Forest Cou nty Potow

Montano, and others, . the
activists held meetings to discuss
ideas about gaining better com-
munication between themselves
and taking action toward politi-
cal opposition.

“We must remind our legis-
lators of who they represent, and
a really good start would be if
everyone collectively called for
Governor Thompson'’s impeach-
ment and an investigation into
his internal affairs. He has
become the most unrepresenta-

- tive dictator this state has seen,”

Rasch said,

On Sunday, ‘after the sacred
medicines had been carried to
waters near the proposed mine
site, participants walked toward
the site in protest of the proposed
Crandon mine, watched by vari-
ous media personnel,

The  participants  then
stopped at the Ni-Win house
where they discussed the sover-
eignty of the Indian nation, racial
unity, and spiritual reasons for
stopping the proposed mine.

“We’re . not just talking
about what we're against, we're
talking about bringing communi-
ties together,” said participant -
Zolton Grossman, board member
of the Midwest Treaty Network.
He said that he believes the PTE

. ¥

Hilary Waukau, Menomince. (Photo by Amoose)

atomi accepts the Protect the Earth staff from

_.#:-r"»."

Protect the Earth

Menominee tribal elder, Hilary Waukau leads the Protect the Earth protest march P the proposed
mine site on July 23. (Photo by Amoose)

gathering has solidified the link
between Indians, environmental-
ists and sport fishermen.

The Protect the Earth staff
was equipped with new eagle
feathers and passed from
Menominee tribal elder Hilary
Waukau, who carried it last year,
- 2 to Forest County
§  Potowatomi Billy
AW Daniels to be car-
ried this year.

After teturning to the site, a
water ceremony was held where

- participants gathered together

water they brought from their

“favorite watersheds, and they

prayed for the health and restora-
tion of waters everywhere.
When the gathering had
ended, Rasch said people left
rejuvinated from the burnout that

. ¢an come from working hard in

this fight all year long.

threats to the ecosystem b
- Soltis feels the publication is timely
sulphide mine near Crandon are currentt
miters, Beyond that, she says,
targeted as a potential mining distriet, - _ _ o :
- “Certainly, the impact of either one or several mines needs to be a primary concern .
. for decision-makers when permit applications are be
- Limited copies of the publication will be av.
-should contact GLIFWC at (715) 682-6619.

Odanah, Wis.-Designed for use by policy mak-
- ers, a twenty-eight page booklet on copper sulphide -
mining is due to be completed this fall, according
Ann McCammon-Soltis, GLIFWC policy analyst.
Soltis is in the process of completing the book-
“let under a Joyce Foundation grant. The purpose is
to provide policy makers with information neces-
sary to make informed decisions during the permit- 73
ting process for copper sulphide mines, she states,
The book will include a description of how
copper sulphide mining is performed and document
potential threats it may pose to the ecosystem.
Specifically, the booklet will consider how
thos¢ potential - effects might impact natural
resources upon which the Chippewa people depend, she said. S
Another portion of the book will look at how the state of Wisconsin has dealt with .-
y reviewing the changes in mining laws over time.
as the issues rglating to the proposed copper
¥ being considered by state and federal per-
ms that northern Wisconsin may be

WC book

there have been conce

Rasch said, “We are kind of
a big family. We all go off in our
different directions at the end of
these gatherings and fight.
.We’re all coming together. here
to stop this Exxon mine, and
- within this circle there is a solid
understanding that we have to
stop the destruction of northern
Wisconsin, We’re talking about
many mines, not just ene, she
concluded.” 3

Copper sulphide mining impact
topic of new GLIF

* . By Sue Erickson, Statt Writer

. Ann McCammon-Soltis.

ing reviewed,” Soltis- states. -

aitable later this fall. Interested persons

_agement, tribal programs on the reservation are often

fuhities for both Indian and non-Indian people. . -

_opment, refuges, and logging are included in plans as

for “ribes to protect their resources. On-reservation _
codes,\regulations, enforcement, and planning contribute to protec-

* TRIBAL NATURAL RESOURCE PROGRAMS
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The 'following pages give descriptions of
GLIFWC’s member tribes’ resource management pro-
grams. Because GLIFWC deals with the implementa-
tion of off-reservation treaty rights and resource man-

neglected in the MASINAIGAN, Yet, a broad scope of
activities are occurring on reservations with differences
often reflecting the priorities of individual bands,

~ Tribal natural resources departments have been
steadily expanding and diversifying over the past
decade. While many on-reservation forestry -programs,
frequently run through the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
have been in place for years, many other facets of tribal
programs indicate a growing diversification and
involvement in managing tribal resources. Consequent- g
ly, tribal fish hatcheries and fish management have §
grown significantly, enhancing the resource and oppor-

- Likewise, wild rice. enhancement and restoration
projects administered through- tribes have been ‘at the
fofefidiit jm'retseeding rice beds. in areas where. lush
beds had all but disappeared. And many tribes have
developed comprehensive data bases on their wildlife .
resources, both as a basis for establishing on-reservation
seasons and evaluating the health of these resources. .

~ Many tribes are involved in formulating Integrated
Resource Management Plans (IRMP) to assure that
resources are ayailable to-meet the varied needs of the

tribal public in*the’future. Consideration of cultufally
significant plants and animals that became scarce in the
wake of timbering, and fast growing forests is one area
many tribal resoufce managers are including in long
term plans. Land and resource use for recreation, devel-

well. John (D,

~ Equally important as restoration and use is the need

tion. BuNtibal resource managers are also keenly aware that prac-
tices off-reseryation can seriously impact on-reservation resources.

. Several bands. are currently in the process of developing clean water
“and clean air standards which will help protect reservation resources
- from potential degradation from both on and off reservation sources:

Environmental staff have been assisting tribes in establishing re-

cycling and solid waste programs on reservation as well as‘assessing
- water and air quality. They are alert to problems caused from old
landfills, dumnp sites and other point sources of pollution on and off
~ Teservation and are providing tribes with the data necessary to

~address these problems, - | T

- Conservation enforcement staff and tribal courts on each reser-

. vation monitor hunting, fishing and gathering codes, and violators
- are taken before tribal courts. Similarly,_ many reservation wardens

enforce environmental codes.

- e L

Tribes focus on restoration & preservation

~ By Sue Erickéon, Staff Writer

2 B LI

R

1 es) Denomie, GLIFWC wildlife technician, holds a greaf horned owl which the Bad River
Band recently had mounted. The owl was Sfound after being struck by a car, Medical attention wa. -
. Sought but failed to save the bird, (Photo by Amoose) - ' -

Because reservations and adjacent communities impact _each
other and because of GLIFWC’s member bands’ interest in off-reser
vation resources, tribal resource management staff often work coop
eratively with state, federal, and iocal agencies. They are involved ir
joint fishery assessments on inland lakes as well as Lake Superior.
Some work cooperatively on wild rice enhancement projects or fish-

rearing and stocking efforts. Waterfow! surveys, wildlife studies. ..~

and conservation enforcement also provide atenas in which a coop-
erative effort saves time, money, and staff for all concerned.

~ - Overall, tribes are taking resource management seriously an¢
involving themselves in many of the decision-making processes
which effect natural resources. Demand for representation of triba;
interests at international, national, state, and county levels has beer
growing as tribal natural resource departments expand and providc -
a voice for their respective bands and for the well-being. of . the

~resources. . :
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- Bad River BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS

natural resources department

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Known for the pristine beauty and
the diverse¢ wildlife of its Kakagon
Sloughs, the Bad River reservation

. strelches along the southern shore of the

Great Lake.

The Bad River, the Kakagon
Sloughs, and the surrounding forests have
long provided the band with an abundance
of resources which they highly value.

" “The natural resources department
has adopted the position that we intend to
be here a long time,” states Ervin Soulier,
Bad River conservation department man-
‘ager, “and that means we need good air,

good water, and healthy land.”

To assure this for the future, the Bad
River band is pursuing air quality stan-
dards for the reservation, developing an
Integrated Resource Management Plan,
and monitoring groundwater, Soulier
states.

Bad River Environmental Specialist
Gerry White is working on obtaining a
Class 1 air redesignation for the reserva-
tion. A Class 1 air designation would help
deter airborne pollulants from impacting
the reservation’s water and land. “This
does not mean we are ‘anti’ anything,”
Soulier states. “We are just pro clean air
and water.”

f

“The natural resources department has. adopted the
position that we intend to be here a long time, and that

means we need good air, good water, and healthy land.”

The Bad River band is keenly aware
of problems related to water quality as
one area of the reservation must be served
with bottled water due to elevated levels
of contamination in the water supply.

To Soulier, the key to protecting the
reservation’s groundwater lies in regulat-
ing and cleaning-up the contaminated
sources on reservation and off-reservation
sources that effect the entire watershed. -

“We are at the end of chain,” Soulier
notes, “so our efforts are for naught unless
upsiream also modifies.” Soulier feels
broad-based public education will help to
effect change throughout the watershed.

Meanwhile Bad River closed its
landfill in 1990 and is in the process of
having it permanently capped and moni-
toring wells put in place. The band is also
working with the Nature Conservancy in
performing a groundwater survey to
obtain a more comprehensive data base,
and is negotiating with Prime America to
develop an assessment plan for the site
where the contaminated water supply has
been identified.

—Ervin Soulier, Bad River

The fact that the water which runs
through the reservation also empties into
Lake Superior compounds the responsi-
bility to assure that the water is clean.

“We ate sincere about our responsi-
bility to Lake Superior,” Soulier states.
This is reflected in the Bad River band’s
efforts to improve and protect the entire
watershed area.

With both commercial fishing in

_ Lake Superior and inland fishing activity

being important for tribal members, fish-
ery management is one priority for the
Bad River band’s natural TESOVIces
depariment.

While the environmental aspects are
being addressed on one hand, Bad River

has long been involved in more direct fish -

management through fishery assessments,
stocking, and. enforcement. These issues
are all part of the band’s overall manage-
ment program. .

Bad River has operated a hatchery
for about twenty years with an emphasis
on walleye reproduction. It is currently
being run by _Joe Dan Rose Jr, fisheries

yet.

manager, and Russell Corbine, hatchery
manager.

In 1995 nine million walleye fry
were stocked. Soulier says most fry are
stocked in the Kakagon Sloughs; howev-

. er, the band has stocked in speared inland

lakes and worked with local sports groups
in collecting eggs and rearing fish.
The capacity to rear fingerling is one

. goal for the hatchery. The band owns sev-

eral rearing ponds on the reservation,
Soulier states, but they need to be raised
and lined to reduce vegetation growth
before they can effectively be used.

Monitoring the commercial fishery is
another aspect of the conservation depart-
ment’s work, both for enforcement pur-
poses and for gathering biological data on
the fishery.

Data on the fish collected over the
last eight years is shared with other tribal
and state fishery managers and used to
help recommend quotas and fishery man-
agement plans, Soulier states,

Bad River licenses four big boat fish-

ermen and approximately twenty-five
smiall boat fishermen: Cornmercial ﬁShll';F

i§ performed under & tén'year agrééfit

between the Bad River band, the Red Cliff
band, and the State of Wisconsin.

‘Currently, 4 new ten year agreemenf is

being negotiated, Soulier says. "
QOther ateas of mvolvement for ﬁsli-

ery staff have been cooperatwely working -

with the U.S. Fish'and’Wildlife Service
(USFWS) in research on lamprey control
and the invasion of river ruffe into the
reservation’s rivers, A few ruffe have been
identified in the Bad River, Soulier states,
but none have appeared in the Kakagon as

¢ chemical to control lamprey. Treatment
i has been deferred until the impacts of the
v chemical on the river and on the lake trout
. population is better understood, Soulier

states.
In regard to wild rice, whlch is thick

¥ in the Kakagon Sloughs, the band has not
2. seen a need for reseeding efforts, The wild

rice appeats stable, Soulier says, although

some purple loosestrife eradication has
| taken place to prevent its spread and pos-
| sible take-over in the sloughs. - :
 Inregard to wildlife, the band is hir- -
ing a wildlife biologist this fall in orderto

upgtade the current program. The band
has performed assessments ON various
species. and worked with GLIFWC and

; the USFWS in developing 1ts own rnan-
; agement plans.

Tribal codes are set for all seasons

~ and the band has two conservation offi- _
- cers, Matthew O’Claire and Anthony

ki L u’\—-\%.«.u

' Russeil Corbme, Bad River harchery manger, answers quesnons for a young visitor who is fascmared by rhe mllkons of eggs in
" the Be:‘l Jars. (Phoro by Sue Enckson) _ _

Butler, who routinely monitor all on-
reservatlon seasons. J :

LE
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Lac COUTE OREILLES BAND OF CHIPPEWA |NDIAN

natural resources department

By Sue Erickson
taff Writer

Water quality tops the Tist of priori-
ties for the Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO)
natural resource management department,
according to Mic Isham, who directed the
program until the July election seated him
on the tribal council. -

Isham views LCO as one of the fore-
runners in terms of environmental protec-
tion in the regmn LCO has had a recy-

~ cling program in effect since 1991 and the

band’s landfill has been closed and

capped with momtormg wells in p]ace for

several years,

The band recently hired an environ-
mental engineer, Dan Tyrolt, to develop a
data base on the chemical composition of
the reservation’s water bodies. This,

Isham says, will provide necessary infor-"
 mation to establish water quality stan-

dards for the reservation, which the band

' is acuvely pussuing.

addition to' ¢hemical testmg of
5 Waters, the band is performmg SUIVEYS to

” 'll‘lapg vggetation .on- or in: the lakes:

K 23 Systers (GIS) mapping of -gréhnidh

ﬂed’fmaga ers (0 fble . Hﬂtaﬁts,
Islﬁahﬁfstat%s. Geol%ﬁal Inforn:

ﬂowsmllalsobeeslabhshed L
A - management plan for the
Chippewa Flowage, developed jointly
between the WI DNR, the U.S. Forest
Service, and the LCO band, plots att a
comprehenswe management proposal

3

—

- cation and management for less develop-

_ works—an Integrated Resource Manage-

-andi fingerling are planted in: rese:vaﬁom K -~

ﬁFhﬁﬂges LY vegﬂtatfon will serve to.indj- afea lakes, Isham states. Eggs taken from . *

ik composmon wlneh may
y ~hatched; tetumed: & to. the 1

tloﬂi.?élﬁhﬂ"' N .
and expanded. in' 1994. I‘.andscapmg and

give the band information on popu-
SN lation fluctuations,

- = logging roads and logged areas.

Co-managersjoe Graver and Tony Butler (stand- data on age and sex classes will pro-

ing) stock a reservation lake with walleye fry. vide population estimates as well as
(Phoro by Mic Isham)

specifically for the Flowage, Isham
relates. The plan considers water classifi-

ment and more wildemess areas, he says.
A final draft should be ready in
September, after which public hearings
will be scheduled. Isham hopes the plan
will be implemented early next summer.
" Another significant plan is in the

R e e g g

ment Plan (IRMP), which considers the
entite reservation land base and desig-
nates usage.

For instance, Isham explams that
some areas in the IRMP will be set aside
for wilderness, some for logging, some
for cultural use, or to re-establish tradi-
tionally significant resources, such as
maple, birch, and medicinal plants,

A highlight of LCO’s natural
resource department is the new hatchery
facility which rears walleye and muskel-
lunge for re-stocking. Co-managed by
Tony Butler and Joe Grover, the faclhty
hatched 3.8 million-walleye this yeas.

~Both walleye and muskelrunge fry -

speared wallgye; which: are: feml;zed.and»_‘ o
€ o£ ongm,'-" -

structural lmprovemenls to the facility g
and grounds are still in process.

Assisted by the Wisconsin
Conservation Corps (WCC), LCO has
been working on developing data bases on
many species. Bear bait counts,
furbearer track counts, deer surveys,
and ruffed grouse surveys are some
. of the annual studies performed
A over the last five to ten years that

Much has been done in terms of
habitat restoration for many species
of wildlife. Wildlife openings on the -
- reservation for deer and grouse is
~. one. This involves removal of non-
loggable aspen, and planting sweet
clover and climax grasses on old

Louise Chandler, LCO-WCC, hand plants w t‘d rice as part of a mt‘d nce re-seedmg
project at LCO. (Photo by Mic Isham)

. bemg affected by pollutams such as lead,
Isham states.

Some wild rice re-seeding has also
provided more native food for waterfowt
as in the Chippewa Flowage.

Sadly, Isham states, there is very lit-
tle wild rice on the LCO reservation. The
band’s valued wild rice resource was .
destroyed when the Flowage was dammed
-and the area flooded. Some re-seeding
efforts have been initiated with some suc-
cesses. Stands that have been re-seeded
are not harvestable as yet because time is
needed for them to be firmly established.

Other areas in the LCO natural”
resource program include studying
and working with problems created
by beaver dams. Isham states the -

band would like to develop a long-term
help in determmmg if the geese are - beaver management program, as an alter- -

native to simply blasting away beaver

dams. The band also monitors moose and

wolf sighted on the reservation. _

Two conservation wardens, Chief

- Warden George Morrow and Warden
Philip Martin, monitor on-reservation
hunting and fishing seasons and con-
servation-related codes. Isham would
like to see two more warden staff
added in order to provide more on-
water patrol capacity, particularly when -
regulations are adopted regarding .
water quality standards. -

For something new in resource man-
agement, the LCO Community College is
starting a farm located on-reservation near
the college. Part of the farm’s program
will include establishing a sced bank for
culturally significant plants, such as
sweetgrass and sage, Isham says. O

: This provides forest openmgs
== for wildlife. :
~ The band has also worked consid-
erably on upland waterfow! restora-
= tion. Once again, old alder trees are
= removed and climax grasses planted
to restore habitat for the fowl.
g Nesting platforms have been erect-
| ed for waterfow!] and osprey as have
| woodduck boxes.

LCO and the W1 DNR have been
f cooperatively studying Canadian
& ceese in the Crex Meadows.
Banding the geese and recording




- ferent programs, is focused

- ccosystem consists of 158

otal mortality, Wawronow;cz said.

rec-planting,

\lASINAIGAN PAGE 10

* LACDU FLAMBEAU .

FALL 1995

-1111----11-!1!!([--

LI T I I I LT T T TITY I I L I I T I I Tr I I T I T T I

--------- IT T T T T T TN I TN TS T L 1]

LAc pu FLAMBEAU BAND OF CHIPPEWA |NDIANS

natural resources department

?{V St_e_glfzzqnie_C?ﬂin
The Lac du Flambeau

natural resources depart-
ment, consisting of nine dif-

o0 the management of the
natural resources on the
reservation.  The diverse

lakes, 20,000 surface acres
of water, 34 miles of creeks,
rivers and streams (15 lolic
systems), 14,555 acres of T
wetlands and 55,000 acres = <
of forested lands. These re- \
sources are used for cultur- Fish and GameDirecror, Lany Wawronowicz, prepares
al, subsistence, economic, fo retrieve land information. (Photo by Amoose)
and social purposes.

“It’s all interrelated. It’s thc holistic approach to management.- You can’t have one

without the other,” said Larry Wawronowicz, Lac du Flambeau tribal fish and game
director.

Fish culture program

To stock fish in reservation waters, the department raises fish native to the area,
neluding walleye, muskellunge, smailmouth bass, largemouth bass, brown trout atid
ook trout. Also, fathead minnows and white suckers are raised to feed latger walleye
ind muskellunge fingerlings. Rainbow trout are also raised for sale to the general pub-
ic, wholesalers and for the tribe’s pay fishing operation, Wawronowicz said.

The fish-rearing facilities include a 315 jar hatchery, Heath incubators, 11 start
ank raceways, ten 200-foot concrete raceways and 21 fish culture ponds.

Fisheries management program

In order to conclude the state of the fish resoutce in the tribal waters, the depart-
nent collects data in various ways. Each fall, electrofishing surveys are performed to
letermine the walleye year class strength,

Assessments involve electmshockmg, counting, measuring,
«nd removing scales for aging. With this information, biologists
~an approximate the total number of walleye produced by a lake.
The department also takes creel surveys for harvest data. All col-
ected information helps fisheries managers determine if a lake
1eeds to be stocked or if natural reproduction is keeping up with

Wildlife management program

To monitor the condition of the widlife resources, lhe Lac
iu Flambeau natural resources staff perform surveys, including
leer pellet groups, grouse drummmg transects, grouse roost
ounts, hare counts, bear bait station, waterfowl, osprey, cagle,
rorthern forest furbearer track counts, and others. These surveys
rrovide information on wildlife populations and habits.

As a.part of the wildlifc management program, the depart-
nent’ detained Canada fightless goslings from the Wisconsin
Jepartment of Natural Resources in Green Bay to try to estab-
ish a .breeding population on the Powel Marsh.

“onservation law enforcement program a .

With two wardens, the conservation law enforcement pro-
:ram enforces codes and ordinances and develops conservation
1ws 10 repulate tribal members on the reservation. The war-
iens’ jobs include giving warnings and citations, testifying in’ §
dbal court, and coordinating conservation law enforcement
ctivitics wnh other organizations.

“orestry pmgram
The Lac du Flambeau reservation holds 55 000 acres of
arested land, and to manage it, the tribal forester and technicians
~ork un timber stand improvement pro;ecls timber sales, and

EELER -\')\'\ | A TN B IS B A i'_.‘.'_;', LN A

Timber stand improvement projects include such activities as control burns, estab-
lishing hardwood or pine plantations and providing wildlife openings to increase edge
for deer, ruffed grouse and other wildlife.

In 1990, the Integrated Resource Management Plan was launchead by the forestry
program to assure that all resource managemem ideas were incorporated into the har-

o~ vesting of timber. -

Water resource program '

After hiring a water resource speclallsvhydrologlst to conduct water quality stud-
ies, much data was collected on how the waters are being effected by the surroundings.
The department submitted water quality standards to the EPA to review, and hopefully,
Wawronowicz said, the standards will be finalized by Dec. or Jan. of this year.

Parks and recreation and resource marketing pro
These two programs include the selling of natural resource products and provid-
ing camping facilities for Indian and non-Indian people. When the department pro-

.duces excess fish, it is sold to the pubhc, ﬁsh brokers, wholesalers, and through the pay

fishing operation. :

Opened in 1990, the campground provides a 72-pad RV facility tocated on
Flambeau Lake. The campgrou.nd not only provides opportunity for the tribe to capi-
talize on the campground, but it also boosts the tourism in the area through the bingo

hall, the casino, the tribal store, the gas station, the museum, the powwows, and the

other area businesses.

Multi-media program
Established in 1992, the multi-media program mvolves activities such as the
development of a solid waste management plan, monitoring air quality in terms of sul-
fur dioxide, menitoring radon in tribal.homes, and 1mplemennng fI" :le i'll’emetgen(:y
response to hazardous and toxic sp:lls and f' res o

Working with the schools

Starting the second year of cooperation with the local school system,tl'ledepamtfent
‘works with sixth, seventh, and eighth grades in vanous pro;ects such as’ waler samplmg
and waterfow] data gathering. ,

(See Lac du Flambeau, page 26) : T " el

Lac du Flambeau’s ﬁsh culture program involves raising many species of native ﬁsh to the area in rhe

hatchery facilities, including a 315-jar hatchery, Heath incubators, 11 start rank raceways, and ten 200 foot
concrere raceways and. 21 fish culture pouds (Photo by Amoose)
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By Sue Erickson

 Staff Writer

-to produce fish efficiently. .

- Assessments

. poor survival rate on stocked lake trout.

T COE M AT A 10 Al L 1 S

“surveys on lake trout are performed and the crew once again takes

vlrhltefish

~ as the Red Cliff Conservation Department, -

With an awesome location high on
the shores of Lake Superior, it comes as no
surprise that the Lake Superior fishery has
long been a valuable resource for the Red
Cliff Band of Chippewa as a primary
source of survival,

It is particularly important to the Red
Cliff band because they have a small land
base and no inland lakes on reservation,
notes Mike Gallinat, director of the Red
Cliff fisheries depanment

Gallinat and his staff have cause to
celebrate this year. The long sought after
fish hatchery facility was finally complet-
ed this spring, so the band will be able to
produce and stock fish with state-of-the-
art equipment.

This is a switch from years when the
band’s biologists struggled to hatch fry
under make-shift conditions. Red CIiff -
began hatchery work in 1986, but only

Walleye from the hatchery will be stocked
into lakes which are speared each spring which are not naturally reproducing, he states.

‘Three new rearing ponds, funded through an Otto Bremer Foundation grant, will
serve to rear the walleye fry to fingerling size.

Coaster brook trout reproduction was selected because it is an indigenous species
in low abundance. Red Cliff will rear the coaster brook trout from
the “Dorian” strain, or a lake species, and stock them into Lake
Superior, :

Red CIiff will be the only U.S, hatchery involved in the rear-
ing of this species, Gallinat notes. Brood stock comes from the
Donan Hatchery in Canada.

While the Red CIiff band is very concerned about native fish
for the commercial market, such as lake trout and whitefish, the
hatchery is not rearing these species because they are naturally
reproducing in the wild. In fact, Gallinat says that there is a very

Another aspect of the Red Cliff prog;ram is involved with
annual assessments of commercial fish species and momtonng the
commercial fishery. '

Springtime brings the assessment crew aboard the 40” Queen
of Bayfield for lake trout assessments. In the summer recruitment

to the lake in the fall for spawnmg assessments on lake trout and

Data from the assessment activities are used to make recom- ¥
mendations to the tribal council regarding quotas for the commer-
cial fishery and for use in negotiations with the- Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources on the ten year commercial fish-
ing agreement. Negatiations are currently in process between Red
Cliff, Bad River, and the State, for a new ten year agreement. .

Red CIliff licenses ten big boat fishermen in Wisconsin and
three in Michigan. Twenty-one small boat licenses are also issued.
Tribal commercial fishing is monitored by biological staff as well

Red Cliff maintains a staff of three conservation wardens on
reservation whose job it is to make sure tribal regulations and codes

are being followed. Codes governlng alt on reservations seasons are Mike Gallinat, Director, Red Cliff Fisheries Department,
“enforced. : :

International issues _

Red Cliff also has representation on the
Lake Trout Subcommittee for the Great Lakes

- Fish Commission, so provides the tribe’s per-
spective on fishery management 1ssues at a
national/international level.

Like other fishery managers around Lake
Supenor, Gallinat is concerned with the inva-
sion of river ruffe, an exotic fish species with a
rapidly expanding population.

Ruffe are present in the Raspberry River,
Red Creek, and Sand River. Currently, surveys
for ruffe are being performed on all reservation
streams, Gallinat said.

Red Cliff’s natural resource program has
also been active in wetlands restoration pro-
jects. In fact a wetland area was recently
restored under a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Challenge Grant, Gallinat states. Located near
the three stocking ponds, the wetland pond was
constructed so water flow can be regulated.

Planting of native grasses and shrub
around the newly constructed pond remains to
complete the project, which is already attract-
ing both waterfow] and shore birds. This will

- now do they have the necessary. condmons Newly constructed waueye rearing ponds near the Red Cliff Hatchery will allow include wild rice restoration, Gallinat indi-

. the hatchery to produce fingerlings for stocking. Beyond the rearing ponds is the ~cates.
The hatchery will focus on coaster recently recreated wetlands area. The Band plans to construct nesting platforms
brook trout and walleye reproduction. and boxes to encourage waterfowl use. (Photo by Sue Erickson)

Wild rice has also been seeded in the
- Eagle Bay area and the Raspberry River where
some wild rice is still present.

Also in relation to wetlands restoration is the “noxious weed” program, which
focuses on removal of exotic plant species such as purple loosestrife. These plants

choke out native plants, such as wild rice, which are amponant to the habitat of water-

fow] and other wetland specles

enters data in his compurer The Band kas o

been developmg a long term database on lake trout and whneﬁsh (Photo by Sue Enckson)

rITTCITrery




MASINAIGAN PAGE 12 R

"« ST.CROIX *

FALL 1995

| - - y wl b - LT T I rrrror
. I I YT e eI T | -
. == et P B £ S NN S bR SR wn BV N 4% W NN PV NN A EL Oy G A LI LI I T I T I T I T Y T T

~ ST. CRoIX CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF WISCONSIN
natural resources department

By Susan Erickson
Staff Writer

. rearing pond for raising fry to fingerling size before

. A member of the 8t. Croix fishery crew relea

The walleye fishery has been the primary focus
of the St. Croix band’s natural resource depariment
over the past five years. While the band is interested
in many wildlife programs, the reservation’s geogra-
phy complicates resource management projects due
W the lack of a contiguous land base, according to
Beth Greif. St. Croix fisheries biologist.

Actually the reservation: is composed of many
scattered sites in several counties. With a total
acreage of abowt 3.000 acres, the largest contiguous
reservation land base is only about 300 acres.

However, the band has taken up the challenge in
addressing fishery issues with an emphasis on wall-
eye management. i

The program began when St. Croix reared wall-
eve fry obtained from the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) in 1987. By 1990 the
tribe was incubating and hatching its own eggs, and
since that time the annual collection and stocking of
walleye fry and fingerling has continued to expand.

The band uses Big Redd incubators and rents a

stocking. The needed eggs are procured from WDNR
crews doing assessment netting and taken to the trib-
al incubators for hatching. - _

Stocking occurs on lakes which are both
speared and stocking reliant, states Greif. Lakes
where walleye are naturally reproducing are not con-
sidered a stocking priority ¢ven though they experi-
ence both angling and spearing pressure. -

In addition to hatchery activities, St. Croix’s fish-
ery staff cooperate with GLIFWC, WDNR, and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in spring and fal}
electrofishing assessments. In 1995 they also performed

ice fishing creel surveys. Through the annual assessment

were gathered. (Photo by Amoose) -

ses fry from a transport truck into Long Lake, where the eggs

e

P -

St. Croix fisheries staff seine for walleye fingerlings in the rearing pond, (Photo by Amoose

activities the band is able to measure population changes
and make recommendations for both harvest figures and
stocking. _

+ 8t. Croix maintains and staffs one electroshocking
boat and works in conjunction with the crews from the

IThT oy

~ ment issues. : : _
Because of its importance fo the band, a watchful

other agencies each spring and fall. Electroshocking
assessment involves capturing, tagging and releasing the
fish as well as recording data related to weight, size, and
taking some scale samples. :

Information from each crew is shared, so a compre-
hensive data base can be compiled and analyzed.

In other areas, the band participates in the Technical
Working Group on wild rice, where tribal and state biol-
ogists develop recommendations on wild rice manage-

-eye is kept on the wild rice stands. The St. Croix band has
surveyed for wild rice, both current stands and historical

-sites, in lakes and rivers as well as interviewed tribal

ricers in regard to the health of the crop. _ )
Greif feels there are indications that the wild rice is

declining but the band has not yet undertaken re-seeding

projects.

~ On-reservation compliance with environmental
standards, such as the Safe Water Drinking Act and the
Clean Water Act; has been the focus of St. Croix’s envi-

ronmental program, according to Laurie Matdney, St.

Croix environmental director.

- Maloney deals with eight community water sys-

tems, two for operation and maintenance and six for

. water testing. :

~ Assuring compliance with current federal environ-
mental laws and collecting data necessary for environ-

menta] planning have been some of the first priorities for

the environmental department.

For instance, surveys on pesticide use have been -

- undertaken, and underground storage tanks, on and off
reservation, have been located and removed.
(See St. Croix, page 26) - - s
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A better tomorrow for our children and youth

Introduction

- A long awaited surge of
growth and economic pros-
perity fueled by casino profits

has lifted the Mille Lacs Band -

of Gjibwe Indians like a sud-
den gust of wind raises a
soaring eagle.

And like an eagle wait-
ing for that rush of wind, the
Band has seized the moment
to lift itseif from a long histo-
1y of impoverishment.

Like many bands across
the nation, lack of economic
development  opportunities
for the community left many
of its people in poverty and
the community reliant on
scarce federal dollars for
housing, schools, health facil-

ities, and recreational facifi-

ties. : .

Lack of employment on
reservation discouraged some
members from staying in the
community entirely, and
those who chose to stay dealt
with the limitations that were
part of “life on the rez.”

These people, many who - |

have passed on, never lost the
spirit of community nor the
sense of pride in being

Ojibwe, particularly, Mille

Lacs Qjibwe. They held to
their traditional ways despite
the pressures of assimilation

1995 Mille Lacs’ “Year of the Child” challenges the com-

o : . and carried with them a stub-
53 L A born refusal to give up their
' E S sovereignty despite the hard-
- ships they endured. '
The current rebuilding of
-the community is a tribute to
the forethought and planning
of many Mille Lacs leaders
who knew this day would
come and the Band would
have to be ready to meet the
challenges presented by
opportunities for growth.
With the opening of the
Grand Casino Mille Lacs in

Hinckley in 1992, the
moment arrived and the Band
was ready with firm priorities .
_established for community re-
development.

The first priority was
providing new . ceremonial
buildings to accommodate the -
spiritual needs of community
members. Then came a new
clinic, schools, and public
utilities. :

This MASINAIGAN
featore on Mille Lacs will
S look at few of diverse mani-
o festations of the Band’s climb

upward—glimpse at the
) R direction of progress as the
- - Mille Lacs Band takes wing,

Credits:
- Sue Erickson, writer
- Amoose, photojournalist

munify as a whole to focus on the needs of youth and pro- .
vide all the opportunities they need to become leaders for
the next generation. Pictured above and bursting with -
energy is Lacey Garbow. :
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1991 and the Grand Casino




“sification, self-regulation, and rebuild-

' Education. New schools inte-

_ tory and instruction in drumming and beadwork .
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In her 1995 Stare of the Band
address, Chief Executive Marge
Anderson formally declared 1995 to be
“The Year of the Child” for the Mille
Lacs Band, deliberately placing the
emphasis of the Band’s planning
towards the needs of its children and
challenging families and government
alike to focus on the needs of the youth.

Chief Anderson, a mother, grand-
mother, and great grandmother, does
not mince words when it comes to pri-
orities for the Band and its future.
Education, re-learning language, diver-

ing a community must merge to provide
a solid base for the upcoming genera-
tions of Mille Lacs QOjibwe to stand
upon. The children, she feels, must be
equipped with the spiritual sirength of
their ribe, an understanding of tradi-
tional values, and all the skills required
10 cope in a modern world.

To auain this Anderson followed
up her challenge by providing a man- Marge Anderson, Mrlfe Lacs chief execu-

date for each governmental department tive.

for 1995 which would lead towards a better tomorrow for the Band’s ch1ldren An’

excerpt from her speech follows:

“This year, I have determined that there is one priority that we must all pay more

attention to. And that priority is the children and youth of our reservation.

Our willingness to provide securily 1o our children and their families stands as a
reflection of our prioriiies as a Tribe, and a measure of our success as a society.

We must do a better job of recognizing our children for what they are—a gift from
the Great Spirit—the greatest gift that we could ever receive.

These children are not only the future of the Band, not just the hope for better days
ahead. . .these children possess their own gift. The gift is power. Each child has power.

Your children and my children and grandchildren are curious about the world.
They ask questions. Sometimes it seems they ask a million question. But that is part of
their strength. .

The power of the children is the power of a million new ideas.

We must do a better job of encouraging and harnessing that power for the better-
ment of all our Peaple. But the only way to achieve that goal is for all of us to take more
‘responsibility for what our children are learning :
from us as parents, as family members, as
{riends, as teachers. . .

And so my friends and relatives, today 1
~am declaring by Executive Order that 1995 will -
be “The Year of the Child” on the Mille Lacs
Reservation,

For every single Depanment wlthm my
Administration, I shall today provide a mandate
for a “Better Tomorrow for our Ch:ldren and
Youth.”

.grate language & culiture
The new Nay Ah Shing schools, -

opened in 1993, symbolize the commitment of
the Mille Lacs Band to provide the children
with a positive, Ojibwe education. Children
enter the school to first see a ceremonial circle
and he four sacred colors—red, yellow, black,
and white. Ojibwe language and decor meet.
your eye as you enter and follow throughout the
buildings.

Monday mormngs and the school week -
-begin with a pipe ceremony led by one of the
tribal elders. Qjibwe language class is manda-

are a-few of the culturally-oriented opportum-
ties available within the curriculum.
~ The two new school buildings serving
about 200 youth reflect the circular architecture -
_of the Ojibwe culture and stand in stark contrast

1 995 The ear of the Chlld

school following a 1975 walk-out from the nearby Onamiza High School. Mille Lacs
students were no longer willing to put up with harassment from teachers and students,
so left. While the old facility could not adequately meet the needs, funding for expan-
sion and improvement was not available through federal doliars. .

However, once the casino provided a source of revenue, the Band was quick to act
on this priority. Money was raised through the sale of tax-cxempt bonds and approxl-
mately $6 million put towards the construction of the schools.

As Duane Dunkley, Commissioner of Education, explains, Nay Ah Shing schools
integrate Ojibwe culture into every aspect of contemporary education. One of the goals
of the school, he states, is to have total immersion into the O] ibwe language, S0 only
Qjibwe is spoken

Credential language teachers as well as many tribal elders participate in teaching

 language, and language becomes a part of every class. It is taught from Headstart.

through twelfth grade.

- Ojibwe stories, skills, and knowledge are incorporated into all leaming, Dunkley
states. Even the large meeting circle, used for ceremonies and meetings, has been found
effective for behavior management.

* The Ojibwe perspecnve is incorporated into writing and computer skills classes
through composition of cultural stories and expressions on the computer. Science class-
es include traditional use and knowledge about plants and animals as well as Ojibwe
terms.

Nay Ah Shing schools also include a Headstart and day care program Five rooms

are devoted to the infants and pre-schoolers with two teachers per classroom. So the

handsome facility serves the Band’s youth from birth through twelfth grade.

Mandate for education in 1995

“The 1995 mandate from Chief Anderson to Commissioner Dunkley was to €00r-
dinate a healthy and active youth program, with a full-time dlrector Anderson said that
while the current service to youth is good, “it is not enou,

She mentioned several unmet needs for more creative opportumtles for children
after school and in the summer, more baby-sitters, and the presence of an adult role-

- model who is available to the children 24 hours a day.

She also said that the Band must take a more active role in the educatlon of the
children in Districts I1 and III and better coordinate with other schools and school dis-
tricts.

So, even though the Band’s educational facility and program has improved dra-
- matically, continued improvement and growth in serving youth is still a priority item

on the Administration’s agenda.

For Chief Anderson, the continued emphasis on using the language is particularly
important. She knows there is still much work to be done, but is bnghtened by progress
that she sees and hears. “It’s worth it. , .to hear a child speak to me in the language. .

(it’s worth the heanaches and headaches," she said.

FALL 1995 .
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Schools are but one aspect community
rebuilding that is in progress at the Mille
Lacs reservation. It falls to the Department
of Administration to plan and implement the
construction of a community that not only
includes public buildings, but also adequate
housing, roads, adequate utilities, and the
services to make them effective

The first new structure on the reserva-
tion was the District I ceremonial building.
Built in 1993, it was the first building devot-
ed excluswely to the Band’s spiritual life on
the reservation since the 1940’s.

According to Chief Anderson, ceremo-
nial buildings at Mille Lacs and Lake Lena
districts were placed first on the building
agenda because “. . .ceremonies are very

* important to preserving our culture and sense

of community.”

The ceremonial buildings incorporate
traditional design into modern architecture
and are a result of considerable research into
Mille Lac’s culture by the Minneapolis
architectural firm Cuningham Hamilton
Quiter, P.A. who provided the design for the
ceremonial buildings and other buildings on
the reservation.

More community buildings followed—
two schools, a new health clinic, a new com-
munity center in the East Lake District.
Construction is scheduled for the Lake Lena
Community Center and a new Government
Center is next on the list,

Rehabilitation of the commodities
building, the elderly nutrition building and
the pow-wow grounds have also taken place,

In the area of utilities, the Band lever-
aged a Farmer’s Home Adminisiration Loan
to fund the construction of a 230,000 gallon
water tower to service the growing needs on
the reservation. A new water treatment plant
was also constructed as was a solid waste
transfer station.

Commissioner - of 'Administration

Brenda Moose Boyd is essentially in charge
of day-to-day operations of the tribal gov-
emment. This is broad and far-reaching,
including oversight of many programs such
as Education, Natural Resources, Health and
Human Services, Jobs Training Partnership
Act, to mention a few.

The Grarrd Casrno Mdle Lacs Horel ad;acent ro the Grand

Mandate for rmproved
safety and services
for children

“If there is one area where we can no
longer risk a lack of coordination, it is in the
services, programs, and functions of our
government which serve our children and
youth,” Chief Anderson stated during her
1995 State of the Band Address.

Consequently, she assigned the
Commissioner of Administration the task of
planning to immediately hold a Youth
Conference for government officials,
employees, and families on the reservation.

The purpose of the conference is to

closely examine how the children are being

served and how they “might be better

- served,” Anderson said, emphasizing that the
conference should be all-inclusive and open.
Secondly, she directed Commissioner

of Administration Boyd to implement a
“Time with Children” program, which will
allow all employees of the Mille Lacs Band

to spend a few hours each month at school -

with their children.

Be active in your child’s education, and
show them that you are interested in what
they are doing and learning at school.

Chief Anderson directed the Assistant
Commissioner of Administration “to contin-
ue to coordinate the development on the
reservation in a way which keeps in mind the
needs of the Seventh Generation.”

By this she meant that all construction
and development needs to consider the use
of the land and resources for seven genera-
tions to come.

Specifically for 1995 she directed the
department to “explore increasing safety for
all of our children as they walk run or bike
around our Reservation.”

Chief Anderson also addressed the
problem of speeding on Highway 169 which
runs through the Mille Lacs District and the
construction of a child-friendly playground
on the reservation. These Jissues were
assigned as two :

1995 goals by
Anderson.

llllllllllll'llll'lIIllLJlllllllllllilll'llllllllllllllllll]lllllllllll][]lllllllll!

Department of Admlnlstrat|on
‘Rebuilding a commumty

lenges to the Assrstant Commissioner of Admmwtranan.

Chrldren da n always watch out for themser‘ves Promonng safety for kids
walking, biking, and playing around the reservation is one of the 1995 chal-

to the old community center which turned into a. Provuimg a posmve Ieammg environment fO’ the reserva:wn g J’O"ﬂ? is one Of the ﬁm PﬂOﬂﬂeS Of the Mille LGCS B‘Wd - Casino is another tribal business venture of the Mille Lacs

. Band Of OJ‘b“"‘-’* - 'Reuovared now-waw grounds at :he Mllle Lacs Reservarron
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The Ne ia Shing Clinic opened its
doors in December, 1993, according to
Dan Milbridge, Commissioner of Heaith
snd Human Secrvices, who views the
major goal of 1hie Clinic as prevention.

The Clinic provides comprehensive
health care on reservation, including med-
icul, dental, pharmacestical, and diagnos-

. tic services, The Band contracts with two

physicians and maintains a dentist and
three nurses on staff along with a full-time
and a part-time laboratory technician.

In keeping with encouraging tradi-
tional, cultural practices, a native practi-
tioner is also available on a consultant
basis. His services are coordinated
torough the clinic. Qut-patient services
include ‘social services, audiology, phar-
mucy. X-ray, chemical dependency, mental
lealth, and high complexity laboratory
work.

Since moving to the new facility, the

clinic has tripled its volume of patients,-

Milbridge says. Approximately, 10,000-
12,000 patients, including tribal members
and non-members, are seen a year
Previousty, lack of space inhibited
increased services.

Milbridge would like to see the clin-
ic include a physical therapy and fitness
4ren in the facility. Other plans for expan-
sion in health and human services include
care for the clderly or handicapped.
Feasibility studies are in process on a

Smnd:ng behmd their youth, many Mille Laes ciders are acrwe in

e srmng supporr for rhe young.-
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Department of Health & Human Ser\ilces
Focus on prevention

The new health clinic on the reservation provides a spectrum of health-related services to the entire community.

nursing home as well as congregate hous-
ing and a home health plan which would
provide assisted home living.

The chemical dependency program
provides assessment only. If in-patient
treatment is required, the patient is
referred to an appropriate treatment facii-
ity.

Currently five social workers are on
staff, one licensed mental health worker,

. and one .psychologist. Milbridge would

like to see staff increased, particularly
social workers, in order 1o better meet the
need.

Mandate for children
and family guidance

Chief Andersan targeted prevention
for the 1995 priority in her mandate to

edueanon and youth pmjecls Thetr interest and carmg farms

Commissioner Milbridge, directing him
“to ensure that the health prevention for
our children and healthy family guidance

on reservation be one of the key issues

addressed at the Youth Conference.

In another area, Anderson also man-

dated Mildbridge to work with counties,
the state and private providers to ensure
that the network necessary to secure all
the services band members need are in
place.

Anderson stated that counties receive
federat funding to provide social services
to cligible Indian persons in the state of
Minnesota. However, she said that Tribes

do not see any of those funds. “And in -

many instances, the Indian people for
whom the counties get federal money are
not being served,” she stated.

The Mille Lacs reservation is divided
into three districts. District I, Mille
Lacs, lies on the south shore of Mille
Lacs lake and is the site of the govern-
mental headquarters. District I, East
Lake, is about 60 miles away near
McGregor and District 111, Lake Lena,
is near Danbury, Wis. on the
Minnesota side of the St. Croix river.
The total land base is 11,250 acres.
The papulation is 2,818 with approxi-
mately 800 under eighteen years.

FALL 1995
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Department of Natural Resources
Protection of treaty rights & resources

The Mille Lacs Band's Natural.

Resources Department (NRD) has not
only been involved in on-reservation

resource management projects, but also .

has worked intensely on the off-reserva-
tion treaty issues wh:ch are currently in

* litigation.

Don Wedll, Commissioner of
Natural Resources, coordinates the multi-
faceted program which employees ten
staff, including five biologists. Much of
the progtam’s focus has been on water
quality issues, with staff developing a data
base on water quality in waters on and
adjacent to the reservation. )

Much of the research provided infor-
mation for draft Water Quality Standards

which the Band has, submitted to the -

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
for approval.

Other resource management projects
include surveying and testing wild rice for
restoration efforts, improving waterfowl
habitat under the Circle of Flight initia-
tive, forestry management, mercury sam-
pling, GIS mapping, fishery assessments
and archeological preservation.

In 1994 the Mille Lacs NRD was
instrumental in establishing new pro-
prams to manage the Band’s waste water
and underground injection wells' were
installed.

On reservation conservation codes
were established by the Band in 1979 for
all seasons, including small game, migra-
tory bird, fishing, big game hunting, tim-
ber harvest and ricing.

The Band has in place a full set of
ordinances regulating on and off-reserva-
tion seasons, a licensing structure, regis-
tration stations and a system of tagging.

Conservation officers are federally
certified and post-board  certified.
Currently, one officer enforces on-reser-
vation seasons.

A new water tower was one of the f rst :mprovements in utilities
' far rhe cammumry . ) L

statés.

iu

Wild rice grows thlck on ane of Mdfe Lacs mtana' Iakes.

Conservation violations are cited
into the Mille Lacs Band Tribal Court,
established in 1990 following the compact
for self-governance with the U.S.
Departrment of Interior. The Court exercis-
es jurisdiction in the areas of gaming and
conservation.

The Band anticipates expansion of
both enforcernent and biological services
in order to meet the demands of expanded
seasons. —

Over the past
several  years the
Band has also
increased its Jand-
base from 2,450
actes 1o 11,250 acres.
Re-acquisition of a
tribal land base has
long been a priority
for Band, Wedll

Commissioner Wed!! formerly repre-
sented Mille Lacs on GLIFWC’s Voigt
Inter-Tribal Task Force (VITTF) and cur-
rently’ sits- on GLIFWC's Board of
Commissioners. He has been involved
with the Wisconsintreaty rights struggle
since the formation of the VITTF.

The recent federal court victory
which re-affirmed the treaty rights of the
Mille Lacs Band under the 1837 Treaty

represented years of preparation and work
both on negotiations with the Minnesota
and on litigation issues.
.In her address to the Band, Chief
Anderson commended Wedll “for the
excellent leadership he has devoted to our
treaty rights for a decade now. . .you will
go down in Band history as one of our
greatest advocates of all time.”

1995 mandate:
Develop an historical
framework, regulations &

environmental protection

The mandates provided to the .
Commissioner of Natural Resource for
1995 are expansive, and the Department
has many challenges ahead. Anderson

_ directed Commissioner Wedll to:

v/Develop the historical framework
of the Band so that our children’s children
will have the correct perspective, as well
as correct historical and legal facts.

«Develop a regulatory system that
will allow mothers, fathers, grandparents,
uncles and aunts to teach their children
the cultural importance of these resources.
Children must be taught how to take and
harvest the resources responsibly, as well
as how to use them culturally and for sub-
sistence,
(See 1995 mandate, page 18)

A Mille Lacs grandmother and grana‘ch:ld at rhe 1995 State of the Band Address in wh:ch Ch:ef
Execurwe Marge Anaerson declared 1995 to rhe “The Year of the Chu‘d "o
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The Mille Lues Band's purchase of
the Onamia Bank is one way of achieving
its ultimate goal—diversification of vco-
nomiv development, This does not only
refer o tribal enterprises, but also private
cnterprise on the reservation. Mille Lacs
Oledns 10 Cncourage ceonomic growth
outside of the casinos.

Currently, the twoe Mille Lacs casi-
nos and the Grand Mille Lacs Hotel
\\high oponc.d in 1994 are the Band's pri-

, Huww:.r. Ihe casinos are owned by

separate entity from the Band, according
to  Mitchell Corbine, Director of
Operations and Finance for the Corporate
Commission.

The separation from the tribal gov-
ernment, he says, was intended to remove
politics from business.

The Board of Correctors, composed
of a representative from each of Mille
Lacs” three districts and appointed by the
Bund Assembly, makes business deci-
sions on recammendations from the staff,
Corbine explains. .

However, the Band Assembly deter-
mines how 1o use the profits. The Band’s
policy has been to use profits to pay off
debt and invest in reservation infrastruc-
ture, economic development, cducation
and long-term savings. it does not make
per capita payments o individual Band
members.

The Grand Casinos are managed by
Grand Casinos Inc., and outside manage-

. : Providing buildings and utilities has been a priority for the use of the Band’s business revenues, Above is the new Nay Ah Shing
ment company. The Grand Casino Mille  schoo! built by the Mille Lacs Band to serve the educational needs of their children.

Lacs employs about 1,000 people
(approximately 20% Indian) individuals and the Grand
Cdsino employs about 1,100 (approximately 13%

' Heads!ar: and pre-schoal are housed in the new Nay Ah Shmg

school,

Indian), according to Corbine. The net effect has been the
reducnon of on-reservation unemployment from about
45% to nearly zero.

Corbine views commercial banking as a
very positive move for the community.
Historically, commercial banks have not had an
aggressive outreach to Indian entrepreneurs, he
states.

Under Mille Lacs ownershlp, the bank
would encourage Band members to establish
enterprises and retail development, he states, It
would also educate community members on
services that traditionally haven’t been avail-
. able to them

development fund for Band members who are
~ interested in developing private businesses.

Mandate to diversify &
- prepare the Band for
management

The challenge presehted to Corporate
~ Commissioner Doug Twait by Chief Anderson

. new successful business that offer many types
of jobs,” Anderson stated.

_ grow and thrive it will give them greater confi-

- dence in their future. It will help them to see
that anything is possible,” she said.

“Gaming was a stunning remedy 1o the

age old problems of joblessness. But I want out

Another goal is to establish an economic -

for 1995 is to diversify the economy. “Create.

“As our children see the our economy .

IX 1-!(..-.!.1----!:---11_.

- Department of Corporate Affairs
Buymg the Bank

children to have many different choices for their liveli-

hoods, We need more successful businesses 50 we can

have more of the resources we need to invest in our chil-
dren’s future.

"Also, as our ch:ldren $€¢ our economy continue to
grow and thrive it will give them greater confidence in

their future. It will help them to see that anythmg is pos~
_sible,” Anderson said. : .

She also challenged 1o Commissioner Twait to pro-
vide a plan for transition of casino management from the
Grand Casinos Inc. to the Band and implement the plan
aver the next 4-5 years. Anderson would like to see the

Band prepared to fully self-manage the two best ¢asinos
in the country. Q.

1995 mandate to the
natural resources dept.

{(Continued from page 17)

__#Develop regulations that will allow members to
utilize our natural resources within their diets.

vDevelop strong environmental profectionpro- -

grams, including groundwaler and surface water protec-
tion.

Band has achieved as a “true player on tnbal environ-
mental issues nationally.”

- Anderson wants to assure that the Band will contin-__
ue to influence national environmental pohcws that wﬂl

; 1mpact the Band’s resources EI

She also included a directive to mamtam the role the
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. land—has been the setting of their history for more
- than two centuries.

. -plaee untouched by some large or small event from

- famed fishing and resort area, to the Anishinabe or

'underslandmg and use of tribal knowledge, customs,

~ of their ancestors and gives meaning to their own.

lived for generations.

: reservatlons in the state,

‘ the descendants of people who simply loved their

__ple m:ght hold.

: persnstence of their leaders, they survived harsh treat-.

acs past hlstory

Part of present and future

To the Anishinabe or
Cluppewa who lived along
its southwestern shores,
Lake Mille Lacs and the sur-
rounding land has a special
significance.

This part of Minrieso-
ta—where the seasons of the
year bring cycles of great
beauty to the Lake and the

‘For.miles in every direction, there is hardly a
their past. While the Mille Lacs Lake region is now a

Chippewa, it is aplace where the past touches the pre-
sent and connects their life with the people who came
before and left a rich tribal heritage. :

‘While they no longer live as their ancestors did,
they are a people who have kept the tribal heritage at
the core of their life. Their present life is a blend of

their own culture and the cuiture of the larger society The Mille Lacs l-listorical Museum will soon be moving into its new buildmg. The pattern on the outsnde of the

whxch surrounds thein,
Today; they are a people well known for their

beliefs, and practices which gave meaning to the life

. 'The ancestors of all of these people were mem-
bers of Anishinabe or Chippewa bands who made
their homes in Minnesota in the 18th century. At that
time, ¢ach band or group carried on its own political, -
economic, and cultural life, aithough close ties exist-
ed between those living in the same general area.

In the 19th century, when white settlement and
development of Minnesota threatened their existence,
the Anishinabe leaders in the Mille Lacs. region were
pressured to cede their lands to the United States gov-
emment and relocate on lands in other parts of the
state, guaranteed to them through treaties and agree~
ments as new homelands. :

Some bands leaders decided to move while oth-
ers refused to leave the places where theu' people had

- By the early years of the 20th century, federal
‘Indian officials referred to all of these groups as the
Non-Removal Mille Lacs Chippewa Band to- distin-
guish them from band members who earlier resettled
on the White Earth Reservation- and other Ch:ppewa

" The Non-Removal Mille Lacs band members are.
homelands too much to leave them. behind, While
their relatives might settle elsewhere, they simply 8
could not, no matter what thelr futu:e as landless peo-

"Through their self-rehanoe and eourage and the -

ment at the hands of white developers and settlers
who -transformed their forest lands into lumbering

building was taken from beadwork designed by Mille Lacs Elder Sam Batiste.

e

“‘f) : —R—— . i

towns, dairy farms, and later, recreational fishing and Sam Baﬁste working on tradltlonal beadwork. She works part time with the Museum demonstrating her art, -

tourist centers. They also regained a tiny portion of their homelands wh:ch now col~
lecnvely makes up the Mille Lacs Reservation

© - Anunderstanding of their history is essential to any understanding of their present
hfe and provides a portrait of a people who stood against the currents of American his~

In one way or another, neasly everythmg about the present day life of the Mille tory unfolding in the state of Minnesota and won a measure of justice for themselves :
Lacs people-their cultural life, the tiny land base on which they are building a new and the generations following in their footsteps.

future for their people, their relatlons with outsiders and state and govemment officials-

hasbeen mﬂuenoed by the past

(Excerpted from The story ot‘ the Mille Lacs Amshinabe © 1985 The
' Mhmesota Chippewa 'h'lbe)
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Year of the child

“Whatever the strength of the ch:ld——rt must be nurtured”

‘anji Gahbow, cutturat instructor and Ojibwe teacher at the Nah Ak Shmg School with afew af her smdents. Man_tv

iders from Mille Lacs participate actively in both formal and info i
me and knowledge {Phato by Amoose)y / informal education of youth, sharing much of t_fte:r

Yy
Ith grade smdents at Nah Ak § !rmg schagl praétise dru

mming under the instruction o Pete Gahbow D
(Phato b_v Amoose) / . rurnmmg
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- The 7500 square foot new enwronmentat buddmg at Mo!e Lake houses the shelter will accommo--

Griffin said,
x‘ *We have the largest,
. : densest, single stand of
‘ naturally-viable inland
(B lake rice in Wis,, in the
ceded territory, and
possibly in the country.
Is that not worthy of
the greatest protec-
tion?”

Ftsh hatchery
plans

In the spring of
1996, the natural
resources department
hopes to begin use of
new rearing ponds and
a new hatchery build-
ing that will be built
this fall.

The new concrete

tribal court and nine full-time staff members. (Photo by Amoose)

Hv Ste hame Catlin
mtem -

Current!y, the Sokaogon
Chippewa Community environ-
mental department spends much
of its time on the issues pertain-
ing to the proposed Crandon
mine that will effect the
resources of Mole Lake and the
entire area. However, the depart-
ment continues to work in other
areas that are necessary to pro-
tect and manage the environment

and the resources of the
Sokaogon people.
Mining issues

In June, the Sokaogon
became the first tribe in
Environmental Protection

“Agency’s (EPA) Region 5

(Minn., Wis., Mich., Inn., Ohio,
Ill) to receive treatment as a
state for purposes of implement-
ing water quality standards.
After submitting a complet-

- ed application to the EPA in

August 1994, the EPA reviewed
it and then gave the state of Wis,
‘and Forest County the chance 1o
challenge jurisdiction of the trib-
al water resources. Although the
state challenged the tribe’s juris-
diction, the EPA dacided the
state’s challenge was not valid.
“It was nothing more than
an assault on tribal sovereignty,”
said John Griffin, Sokaogon
environmental pragrams direc-
tos, |
- “We only received negatwc
comments on our water quality
standards from two ennues-—-—the

T R S

state of Wisconsin. . . George

. Meyer, and the Crandon Mining

Company {CMC). Their com-
ments—they’re laughable.”
With federal recognition,
the tribe can implement water
quality standards on tribal lands
after completing a hearing
pracess with the EPA. This also
lifts a burden off the other
Region 5 tribes, Griffin said.
“Now it should be easier for
all the tribes in Minnesota.,
Michigan, and Wisconsin to
obtain recognition of this author-

City,” he said.

But for the Sokaogon this
recagnition does not clear up all
of their concerns, and many of
the department’s activities are
associated with their main con-
cern—the proposed Crandon
mine.

" “This only intensifi es our.
intent to protect our resources

from the inevitable devastation
from the proposed Crandon
mine,” Griffin said.

. As the CMC continues ns
efforts. for a mine permit, the
Sokaogon environmental depart-
ment is conducting numerous

studies on the effects of the pro- -

posed mine.

“Logic tells you that you
can’t have this mine without
harming the resources,” Griffin
said. However, he said, they
must .identify the resources that

will be effected and demonstrate -

harm of those resources from the

_ proposed mine, in order to assure-

the tribe that no federal trust
resources will be v1olated

f(,r N .

date ex-tended-length

(three to five inch) wall-
eye along with the approximate-
ly 3.2 million fry hatched and
released each year.

Wild rice re-seeding

In the fall, the department
will re-establish several thou-
sand pounds of wild rice on var-
ious wetlands, including Bishop
Lake, Swamp Creek, Rolling

- bly in the country.

“We have the largest,

densest, single stand of
naturally-viable inland lake
rice in Wisconsin, in the
ceded territory, and possi-
Is that_
not worthy of the greatest

protection?”
“=John Griffin
Sokaogon Chippewa
Community

Stone Lake, and Pickeral Lake,

where it once grew. Develop-
ment and water control appears
to be the major caurse of the

.decline of wild rice in the histor-

ical range of the Sokaogon,
Local lake associations and

friends of the tribe recognize the

importance of re-establishing

wild rice and assist the tribe in-

these efforts, Griffin said.

New environmental facility

. Since the first week of
April, the department has been
working in a new environmental
building. The 7500 square foot
building holds office and confer-
ence space and also a water qual-
ity lab. -

1t houses the tribal court and

nine -full time staff members,

Lanasrpy
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including environmental attor-

neys, scientists, field technicians,
two Great Lakes Indian Fish &
Wildlife Commission wardens
and various interns and consul-
tants, who work on such projecis
as resource surveys, productivity
analysis, and testing.

Fish analysis

Currently, the department is
conducting mercury analysis of
fish on off-reservation lakes
where spearfishing takes place,
such as Roberts Lake, Butternut
Lake, Pine Lake, Lake Metonga,
and Lake Lucerne. Also, fry and
extended-length walleye will
be released in those lakes.

Information from the analy-
sis will show trends in the degre-
dation of the fishery due to mer-
cury .accumulation in the tribe's
fishery resources.

Griffin said this information
will be used to assess impacts to
tribal members health as well as
impacts to the food web due to
bicaccumulation of heavy met-
als.

Through all of these activi-
ties, the Sokaogon natural
resoutces department is working
to protect and manage the envi-
ronment for the people.

Native and non-native participants at the Protect the Earth rally indicate d resistance to the destrucs

tion of northern Wisconsin by mines by watkmg in protesr to the pmpased Crandon mine near Mote

Lake (Photo by Amaase}

N
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~ Fonp pu Lac CHIPPEWA TRIBE
natural resources department

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

The disappearance of manomin, or wild rice, on and
near many rescrvations has been a concern to the Ojibwe
for decades. This ts because munomin has always been

“highly regarded as a “gift” to the people from the Great

Spirit and used as staple in the peopie’s diet.

Therefore, it is no surprise that a highlight of the
Fond du Lac (Fdl) reservation’s natural resource pro-
gram involves wild rice restoration both on and off-reser-
vation. As a resull of ¢tforts over the past several years
and contineing suppert from the Fond du Lac
Reservation Business Committee (RBC), new stands of
manomin once again flourish in several traditional ricing
beds on the reservation.

As Larry Schwarzkopt. FdL natural resource pro-
gram manager, explains, manipulation of water levels
through man-made drainage or dams drastically changed
the water tables and water flow over the years in many
lakes and rivers where manomin flourished.

In the early 1900s, for instance, efforts were afoot to
drain wetlands to make them accessible for development
or farming, he states. A result has been the destruction of

rice beds, either due to drainage or flooding from dams

for hydroelectric companies.

He points to FdL’s Rice Portage Lake as an
example of a water body that has shrunk nearly
half its original size. It is Fond du Lac’s aim to
restore the lake to near its original size and the
wild rice stand with it, Schwarzkopf says.

The protection, maintenance, and enhance-
ment of both currently and historically harvested
rice lakes is the primary objective of the Wild
Rice Management Plan prepared in 1994.

Primary lakes which are being harvested
today for rice include: Perch, Rice Portage, Mud,
Deadfish, and Jaskari lakes. Traditionally used
sites targeted for restoration include Wild Rice, -
Hardwood, and Cedar lakes. The goals also
include Kettle Lake and the Lower St. Louis
river, ricing areas near the reservation.

Wild rice restoration is a complex project,
requiring research and comtinuous monitoring,

according to Schwarzkopf. Water needs to be Capturing sturgeon for assessment are MNDNR SW and Terry

monitored particularly for water table fluctua- FPerrault, FdL fisheries technician. (Photo courtesy of FdL)

tions and flow. Three seasons of data have been collect-
ed on water fluctnations, prowdmg the staff with a sig-
nificant data base.

Other problems plague the reestablishment of
manomin as well as maintenance of current stands, par-
ucularly the intrusion of other plant species.

The FdL natural resource program
employs the “Cookie Cutter,” a unique
boat equipped with large blades to
remove masses of floating bog which
choke out the rice or the rapidly expand-
ing’ pickerel weed (moose ear) which
flourishes in the rice beds. -

" Fdl’s RBC purchased the Cookie
Cutter for the program to use in areas
such as Rice Portage Lake where the
band has been raising the lake level 30-
50 acres a year, covering dense wetland
vegetation,

Last year, the program purchased
two tons of hand-harvested rice for re-
seeding, he states. Most of it was re-
seeded in Wild Rice Lake, which has
been devoid of rice until the last several
years when reseeding took hold,
Removal of a log jam prior to reseeding
helped restore the natural water flow to
the lake.

In 1993, 900 lbs. of rice were

1700 lbs. were used to reseed. Today,

. only patches of blue water glisten

through green, dancing heads of rice
stalks that cover the lake.

While the rice is flourishing once

open it to harvest for several years,
allowing the newly re-established bed
. the opportunity to gain a firm hold.
In addition to on-reservation wild
rice re-seeding, the band has been work-
_ing in the lower St. Louis river and Wild
Rice Lake “Reservoir” north of Duluth.
The St. Louis river project is funded

' --Fond du Lac’s Natural Resource Department: Front row; Lan-y through the Envitonmental Protection

Schwarzkopf, manager; Terry Perrault, fishery technician; Randy Agency (EPA), and involves study-

Hedin, aquatic specialist; Russ Rule, wildlife technician. Middle: ing the factors that have caused the'_-

Brian Burkholder, ceded territory fishery biologist. Back row: John . deterioration of the rice stands.

Hem'_v McMillen, wildlife technician; Reggie DeFoe, wildlife techni-
- cian; and Mike Schrage, ceded territory wildlife biologist. Not pictured the UM-Duluth is mapping an inventory

Currently, a cooperative study with

are: fishery reehmclans Mark Zacher and Bruce Savage (Photo by of wild rice stands on the St. Louis river

A moase)

watershed

reseeded into the lake. In 1994 another.

- again in its old bed, the band will not .

Fishery projects emphasize rehabilitation

The thrust in the fisheries program also targets re- -

establlshmg tradmonally prevalent species and the pro-
tection of the existing fishery.

Slurgeon, once abundant. in the St. Louis Water-'
shed’s lakes and rivers, is one species of concern to FdL,
according to Schwarzkopf. No native sturgeon can be

- found in the upper 8t. Louis river, he says.

The problem has been of concern te the state of
Minnesota as well, and the MN DNR radio+tagged eight
sturgeon last year in order to gain more insight into the
habits of existing sturgeon.

FdL fishery crew has collected spawn from the stur-
geon in the Kettle river, which currently maintains a

small population; howevet, they were unable to obtain
milt from male sturgeon for fertilization.

Schwarzkopf says he feels an effective stockmg
program must take place in order to sestore the sturgeon
population both on and off reservation; however, stock-
ing must reflect the differing habits of the lake and river
sturgeon in order to be effective and build & naturally-
reproducing stock.

FdL staff also participated in studies on river ruffe

that have invaded the St. Louis river. While ruffe have

not been detected in on reservation waters, the threat - |

remains very near and is closely watched.
FdL cooperates with the National Biological
Services (NBS) office in Ashland, Wis. on various ruffe

studies. Currently, Schwarzkopf says the NBS is looking

at the use of a new technology which would employ
phermones. Phermones, natural chemicals related to

reproductive hormones, can be used to attract specws

into traps.

Wildlife projects

FdL is also developing a data base on the deer herd
“on and adjacent to the reservation. Resource managers
will employ radio-collars for the four-year study, and -

theéy will also track deerherds by air, Schwarzkopf said.

They will be looking at population numbers, habi-
tat, mortality ratios, reproduction, predator ratios, and
causes of mortality. The study will run four years.,

The Band has gathered information on the moose .

herd in previous years and that information is now being

-analyzed. The results for both deer and moose will be -
used to assist in determining hunting quotas as well as

make recommendations on management.
Furbearers are also being surveyed on the reserva-

tion in a project which uses scent posts to attract the ani-
.mals. The study is being done cooperatively with the MN
DNR and will provide an indication of number ﬂuctua- .
tions in various spec1es

' making is a part of overall management planning to protect _

rice and so are 1mp0rtant to el;mmate
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natural resources department

By Sue Erickson
Staff Wnter

The Mille Lacs Depariment of Natural Resources,
directed by Commissioner Don Wedll, addresses a wide
range of resource management activities on and off reserva-
tion. Developing a sound database on which to base man-
agement decisions regarding the Band’s many resources has
been a primary focus for the last several years.

Cultural resources

A unique program within the Mille Lacs Natural
Resources Department (NRD) is the “Cultural Resources
and Archaeological Management Program,” coordinated by .
Elisse Aune.

" Funded by the Band, the goal of the program is to iden-
tify and record significant cultural sites within the commuy-
nity, including all three districts, so that these sites can be
monitored and preserved.

With sites identified and described in a database, the -
Band. is able to evaluate any proposed developments on or
near them and issue an Historical Band Permit for any work
which may impact a specific site.

Essentially the program assures that cultural decision-

and preserve cultural resources as well as natural resources. -

Water. quality.-- T P s

Protectlon of the reservatlon 5 water quahty has been a
priority goal of the Mille Lacs NRD. The Band maintains its -
own on-reservation water quality laboratory to accommo-
-date the extensive water testing that is part of developing an
adequate database on reservation water. The Band has 142
lakes, rivers and streams on reservation. About 50 of these "
havebeen worked on by biological staff. -

Accurately describing the current compesition of the

water will provide the Band-a means to detect changes in Don Wedll, Comm;ss:oner of Natural Resources, talks to visitors from the Montreal Lake Cree Nation,
water quality and alert them to possible sources of degra- Saskatchewan, interested in on and off- reservatwn resource management programs in the United States. (Photo

dation. This will provide an informed basis for 1mportant by Amoose)

. respurce management decisions.

The water quality database has been developed through cemprehenswe sampling

and testing of on-reservation ¢cosystems as well as many of the tnbutanes into Mille
Lacs lake.

Analysis provides a description of the chemical cornposmon of the water, but the-

“overall database also contains information regarding the biological and physical make-
- ups of ecosystems. Analysis of nutrients in sediment, quantilies of phytoplankton and

zooplankton and analysis of plant tissue are included in the inventory.
Mille Lacs is also developing a program to gain primacy from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) for control of underground injection wells (UGIW). This

would apply to wells that meet the definition of injection wells within tribal jurisdic- -

tion. The Band seeks to have the federal authority brought to tribal level.
This is important to the band in protecting its aquifer, which was designated as a
sole source aquifer for drinking about five years ago Only about 50 sole source

aquifers exist in the natmn

'Wild rice enhancement |
The Mille Lacs band is well-known for its wﬂd rice, a culturally sxgmﬁcant food-
- for the Ojibwe. Protecting the existing rice beds f:rom adverse conditions is an impor-

tant part of the DNR’s program.
- Monitoring wild rice ecosystems used by Mille Lacs tribal members is the goal of

the Circleiof Flight, a Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) administered program that targeis o

wetland enhancement and preservatlon
_ Thirty-nine lakes and rivers used by Band members are the focus of the program
-at Mille Lacs. Problems related to waterflow into these areas were identified and

~addressed.

Fori instance, staff removed fallen trees and Iogs across rivers whnch held up water

- on the outlet rivers and streams. Since water level greatly impacts the health of rice

heds, log jams and beaver dams constricting waterflow can adversely impact emstmg

1

: Feamb;hty studies are aiso being performed on several lakes which had produced -

rice in the past; Onamia Lake and Ogechie Lake are being tested to assess for potential
reseedmg

Common tern project

" In an-effort to protect the common tern the Mitle Lacs Band is working with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in research on Hennepin and Spirit Islands on Mille
Lacs Lake.

A grid composed of lines about two feet apart was installed on sand and gravel
areas used for nesting by the tem, The grid served to discourage larger guils from using
the area as their wings would hit the lines; but, the spacing accommodated the terns.

By taking data on reproduction tates, which is based on the number of nests that
produced chicks in comparison to the number of nests constructed, the project record-
ed an incréased reproduction rate from 1993 to 1994. However, blologlsts are still con-
cerned because the figures still do not indicate that the bird would be able to maintain

.. a stable population in the future.

Treaty rights protection

An important segment of the Band’s NRD addresses the off-reservat:on issue of

" the 1837 Treaty rights to hunt, fish and gather on ceded lands. The Band has been liti-

gating in Federal Court since 1990.
The Band was successful in achieving a favorable decision in 1994 which
affirmed the 1837 Treaty right; however, the litigation is ongoing. The scope and reg-
ulation of the rights will be determined in Phase II of the litigation scheduled for 1996,
Consequently, the Mille Lacs NRD must continue to address the issues to be con-

sidered in court regarding the various Tesources which tribal members will harvest off- .
reservation.

. During the past several years, 2 GLIFWC fisheries bmloglst has mamtamed a
satellite station on the Mille Lacs reservation. He has been assessing off-reservation

~ lakes in the 1837 ceded termritories in order to establish a databasc op-the resources., .
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.Srajj Writer

e disappearanee of miunoimin. or wild tice. onand

SAeal many reservations has beetr o concern (o the Ofibwe

bor decades, Vs s becouse manomin has adwiys beea
bignly reparded us o mailt™ 10 e people from the Greas
Spinit and gsed as stapie n the people’s diel,
Therelore, s fio surpeise thit o highlight of the
Fond du fae TEAD )y resenvation’s naturel resource pra-
vram involbves wild tice testoration boih on and off-reser-
valionn Asuresult of efforts over the past several vears

and contnuing support from the Fond  du Lue.

Reserviion Bosiness Commitiee §RBOYL new stinds of
manonin once agan fTeurish in aeveral traditional ricing
Beds o the resery ation.

Ax Larry Schwarzkopt, Fdb matural resource pro-
arum manager. oxplaina, manipulation of water levels
lhmnﬂh aran-made draimage or dams drastically changed
the water tablen and water Tow over the years in many
Lakes and rivers s here manomin tlourished.

In the carly 1900s, for imstance, efforts were afoot 10
dritin wetlands to muke them accessible for development
or fernung, he stites. Acresult has been the destruction of
rice buis, vither due 10 druinage or flooding from dams
{or hydroelectric companies.

Hue points to FdL's Rice Portage Luke as an
example of a water body that has shrunk nearly
hult s ariginal size. Ivis Fond du Lac’s aim to
restore the lake 1o near its original size and the
wid rice stand with it. Schwarzkopt says.

The protection, maintenance, and enhance-
munt of both currently und historicatly harvested
rice lakes Is the primary objective of the Wild
Rice Managemem Plan prepared in 1994,

Primary liukes which are being harvested
today for rice include: Perch, Rice Portage, Mud,
Deadlish. and Jaskari lakes. Traditionally used
sites targeted for restoration include Wild Rice,
Huardwood. and Cedar lskes, The goals also
include Kemle Lske and the Lower St Louis
river, ricing arcas near the reservation,

- Wild rice restoration is a complex project,
requiring research and continuous monitoring,

according to Schwarzkopf. Water needs 10 be Capturing sturgeon for assessment are MNDNR staff and Terry

natural resources department

monilorcd panicularly for water lablc ﬂuctua- Perrauk, Fdefsherfes rechﬂician- (Pflﬂto L‘Oﬂﬂe&y OdeL}

tions and flow, Three seasons of data have been collect-
¢d on water fluctuations. providing the staff with a sig-
nificant data base.

Other problems plague the reestablishment of
manomin as well as mainienance of current stands, par-
ticularly the intrusion of other plant species.

The Fdl. natural resource program
employs the “Cookie Cutter,” a unique
boat equipped with large blades to
remove masses of floating bop which
choke out the rice or the rapidly expand-
ing pickerel weed {moose ear) which
flourishes in the rice beds.

Fdl.'s RBC purchased the Cookie
Cutter for the program to use in areas
such as Rice Portage Lake where the
band has been raising the lake level 30-
50 acres a year, covering dense wetiand
vegetation.

Last year, the program purchased
two tons of hand-harvested rice for re-
seeding, he states. Most of it was re-
seeded in Wild Rice Lake, which has

years when - reseeding took hold.
Removal of a log jam prior to reseeding
helped restare the natural water flow to
-the lake.

: In 1993, 900 ibs. of rice were
reseeded into the lake. In 1994 another
1700 )bs. were used to reseed. Today,
only patches of blue water glisten
through green, dancing heads of rice
stalks that cover the lake.

While the rice is flourishing once
again in its old bed, the band will not
open it to harvest for several years,
allowing the newiy re-established bed

- the opportunity to gain a firm hold.
In addition to on-reservation wild
'~ tice re-seeding, the band has been work-
ing in the lower Si. Louis river and Wild
Rice Lake “Reservoir” north of Duluth.
The Si. Louis river project is funded

Fond du Lac'’s Natural Resource Departinent: Front row: Larry through the Environmental - Pyotection

Schwarzkopf, manager: Terry Perrauldt, fishery technician; Randy Agency (EPA), and involves study-
Hedin, aquatic specialist; Russ Rule, wildiife technician, Middle: ing the factors that have caused the
Brian Burkholder, ceded territory fishery biologist. Back row: John deterioration of the rice stands.

© Henry McMillen, wildlife technician; Reggie DeFoe, wildlife techni-

~Currently, a cooperative study with

cian: and Mike Schrage. ceded territory wildlife biologist. Not pictured the UM-Duluth is mapping an inventory

are: fishery technicians Mark Zacher and Bruce Savage. (Photo by of wild rice stands on the St. Louw river -
Amnme; : ;

CwW ater%hcd

been devoid of rice until the last several -

Fishery projects emphasize rehabilitation
The theust in the fisheries program also targets re-
gstablishing traditionally prevalent species and the pro-

tection of the existing fishery.

Sturgeon, once abundant in the St. Louis Water-
shed’s lakes and rivers, is one species of concern to FdL,
according to Schwarzkopf. No native sturgeon can be
found in the upper St. Louis river, he says.

The problem has been of concern to the state of
Minnesota as well, and the MN DNR radio-tagged eight
sturgeon last year in order to gain more insight into the
habits of existing sturgeon.

- FdL fishery crew has collected spawn from the stur-
geon in the Kettle river, which currently maintains a
small population; however, they were unable to oblam
milt from male sturgeon for fentilization.

.Schwarzkopf says he feels an effective stocking
program must take place in order to restore the sturgeon
population both on and off reservation; however, stock-

ing must reflect the differing habits of the lake and river

sturgeon in order to be effective and build a naturally-
reproducing stock.

FdL staff also participated in studies on river ruffe
that have invaded the St. Louis river. While ruffe have
not been detected in on reservation waters, the threat
remains very near and is closely watched.

FdL cooperates with the Natiomal Biological
Services (NBS) office in Ashland, Wis. on various rufie
studies. Currently, Schwarzkopf says the NBS is looking
at the vse of a new technology which would emzloy
phermones. Phermones, natural chemicals related to

reproductive hormones, can be used to attract species
into traps. :

Wildlife pro;ects

FdL is also developing a data base on the deer herd -

on and adjacent to the reservation. Resource managers
will employ radio-collars for the four-year study, and

- they will also track deerherds by air, Schwarzkopf said, .
They will be looking at population numbers; habi-

tat, morality ratios, reproduction, predator ratios, and
causes of mortality. The study will tun four years. '

The Band has gathered information on the moose
herd in previous years and that information is now being
analyzed The results for both deer and moose will be
used to assist in determining hunting quotas as ‘well as
make recommendations on management.

Furbearers are also being surveyed on the reserva-
tion in a project which uses scent posts to attract the-ani-
mals. The study is being done cooperatively with the MN

DNR and will provide an indication of number ﬂuctua- :
- tions m various spec:es '

Staff Writer

-making is a part of overall management planning to protect

‘Water quality

Protection of the reservation’s water quality has beena il e

. adequate database on reservation water. The Band has 142 &
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By Sue Erickson

- The Mille Lacs Depantmént of Natural Resources,
directed by Commissioner Don Wedil, addresses a wide
range of resource management activities on and off reserva-
tion, Developing a sound database on which to base man-
agement decisions regarding the Band’s many resources has
been a primary focus for the last several years

Cuttural resources

A unique program within the Mille Lacs Natural
Resources Department (NRD) is the “Cultural Resources

. and Archaeological Management Program,” coordinated by o

Elisse Aune.

Funded by the Band, the goal of the program is to iden-
tify and record significant cultural sites within the commu-
nity, including all three districts, so that these sites can be
manitored and preserved.

With sites identified and described in a database, the
Band is able to evaluate any proposed developments on or
near them and issue an Historical Band Permit for any work
which may impact a specific site.

Essentially the program assures that cultural decision-

and preserve cultural resources as well as natural resources.

priority goal of the Mille Lacs NRD. The Band maintains its
own on-reservation water quality laboratory to accommo-
date the extensive water testing that is part of developing an

lakes, rivers and streams on reservation. About 50 of these
have been worked on by biological staff.
Accurately describing the current composition of the

'+ MILLE LACS » _ -
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water will provide the Band a means to detect changes in Da.v Wedll, Commissioner of Natural Resources, talks to visitors from !be Montreal Lake Cree Nation,
water quality and alert them to possible sources of degra- Saskatchewan, interested in on and ofﬁreservatmn resource management programs in the United States. (Pha:o

dation. This will provide an informed basis for important by Amoose)
resource management decisions.

The water quality database has been developed through comprehensive samplmg
and testing of on-reservation ecosystems as well as many of the tributaries into Mille

. Lacs lake,

Analysis prov:des a descrlpnon of the chemical composition of the water, but the

overal] database also contains information regarding the biological and physical make-
. ups of ecosystems. Analysis of nutrients in sediment, quantities of phytoplankton and

zooplankmn and analysis of plant tissue-are’included in the inventory.

Mille Lacs is also developing a program to gain primacy from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) for control of underground injection wells (UGIW). This
wauld apply to wells that meet the definition of injection wells within iribal jurisdic-
tion. The Band seeks to have the federal authority brought to tribal level. |

This is important to the band in protecting its aquifer, which was designated as a

‘sole source aquifer for drinking about fwe years ago Only about 350 sole source

aquifers exist in the nation.

Wild rice. enhancement | o

. The Mille Lacs band is well-known for its wﬂd rice, a culzurally significant food
for the Ojibwe. Protecting the existing rice beds from adverse condmons is an impot-
tant part of the DNR'’s program.

Monitoring wild rice ecosystems used by Mille Lacs tribal members is the goal of

- - the Circle of Flight, a Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) administered program lhat targets
wetland enhancement and preservation.
' . Thirty-nine lakes and rivers used by Band members are the focus of the program’

at Mille Lacs. Problems related to waterﬂow mto thesc areas were 1denuf1ed and
addressed, .

For msxance staff removed mllcn trees and logs across rivers which held up water

‘on the outlet rivers and streams. Since water level greatly impacts the health of rice

beds, log jams and beaver dams constricting waterﬂow can adversely 1mpacl emsung
rice and 50 are lmpor!am to cl:mma:e : :

Feasibility studies are also being performed on several lakes which hrad produced

rice in the past. Onamia Lake and Ogechie Lake are bemg tested to assess for pou.nual
reseeding. -

‘Common tern pro;ect

In an effort to protect the common’ tesn the Mille Lacs Band is working wnh tht.

-U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serwcc in res;arch o chm.pm and Spirit Islands on Mille
* Lacs Lake.

A grid composed of lines about two fect apart was instatied on sand and gravel
areas.-used for nesting by the tern. The grid served to discourage larger gulls from Using

_ the area as their wings would hit the lines; but, the spacing accommodated the terns.

-By taking data on repreduction rates, which is based on the mimber of nests thar
produced chicks in comparison to the number of nests constructed, the project record-
ed an increased reproduction rate from 1993 to 1994, However, biologists are stiil con-
cerned because the flgures still do not indicate '.hat the bird would be able 10 maintain

a stable populauon in the future,

Treaty rights protection :

An important segment of the Band's NRD addn.s:.u the off-reservation issue of
the 1837 Treaty rights to hunt, fish and gather on ceded lands. The Band has bu.n liti-
gatmg in Federal Court sincé 1990.

' The Band was successful in achlwlng a favorable decision in 1994 which

. affirmed the 1837 Treaty right; however, the Titigation is ongoing. The scope and reg-

vlation of the rights will be determined in Phase U of the litigation scheduled for 1996.
Consequently, the Mille Lacs NRD must conlinuc o address the issues to be con- -
sidered in court regarding th:. varmux resourees which mbal mermbers will hdr\ est oft-
reservation. .
During the past several yutl‘b, a GLIFWC lehLI’lLb hmiuﬂm has mdmtdlmd a
satellite station on the Mille Lacs reservation. He has been assessing oftsreservation
Takes in the 1837 ceded territories in order o establish a-databasc or the resources.
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Bay MILLS |NDIAN COMMUNITY

R intern

The Bay Mills indian
Community’s (BMIC) natural
resources department is current-
ly trying to protect and enhance
the diverse resources of the
reservation  through many
actions. such as the restoration of
the wild rice beds in Spectacle
Lake where historical rice once
grew.

Grazing Study

After noticing a regular dis-
appearance of newly planted
wild rice in Spcctaclc Lake over
a five-month period in 1994, the
natural resources department
decided to conduct a study to
investigate the cause.

The department has placed
three test plots that are complete-
ly enclosed and three control
pfots that have. open tops and
sides in the ricg beds to deter-
mine whetheror o} animalgraz-
ing is the causy of the disappear-
ance. Another tause’ could be
from the plangs fot taking. root

' _g'geply enough 10; kegpr from
ing washed away by wmd ‘and

wWaves.

Once the depanment has
determined the cause, restoration
efforts will be initiated to restore

the wild rice beds that were once
there. .

Waterfow! monitoring
Last winter, the department
placed 20 wood duck boxes and
three Canada geese and mallard
floating nesting platforms. in

seven wetlands on the reserva-

tion. The BMIC wildlife techni-
cian conducted morning and
afternoon surveys by visiting

each locition for two hours to

natural resources department

- H} .Srgahame Catlin

record all bicds and waterfowl

near, on, or Bying over the wet-’

land, along with the wildlife and
songbird use of each area.

Tribal fisheries biologist,
Ken Gebhardt said he would like
to put up ten more nesting struc-
tures, but he said this may only
be a one-year project. The tribe
will continue to monitor the use
of the wetlands, because they are
an important area for wildlife,

Cranberry assessment
To assess the cranberry pro-

* duction of the BMIC wild cran-

berry bogs in the wetlands, the
BMIC conducted random tran-
sect and sample plot stem inven-
tories. The method involves
counting the number of stems
within a one-meter square plot,
determining the average number
of berries per stem, and measur-
ing the total area of the bog.

So far, the plots have been
measured and the stems have

been counted. Gebhatdt said the -

number,of berries 'will be
assessed: --later by countmg the

numbcnl}of ﬂowegs OF young -

bemés.’%f -

Wiflh -this .mformauon, te

depaﬂmcnt will be able to deter-
mine the approximate number of
stems for the entire wetland and
the number of berries per wet-
land, finally determining the
average total berry production
for each area.

Frog and toad mventory
With  assistance  from

GLIFWC, the BMIC conducted"
its first frog and toad inventory
in 1993. Three times per year,
. the depariment takes inventory
of local frogs and toads both on
and off the reservation. One
night in the early spring, late

- Ann Gebhardr wildlife rechmcmn, prepares a wood duck box for a
: -weﬂand an rhe Bay Mills reservanon. (Photo courtesy of BMI C)

| fish under the ice.

spring, and summer, department
staff listen to the individual calls
and determine the kinds and
approximate numbers of frogs
and toads existing in each wet-
land area.

Amphibians are good indi-
cators of wetland health and by
continuing the survey on a year-
ly basis, the information can pro-
vide an index of frog and toad
populations and help identify
long-term trends in the health of
area wetlands. :

Harvest observation

Throughout the year, the |

department monitors commer-
cial fishing harvest. Tribal fish-
ermen are met on shore or are
assisted by biological staff while
on the water. Following a stan-
dard fishing trip, Gebhardt and
his technicians collect fish sam-
ples, record length, weight, and
sex mformatlon, and collec!

' scaies for aging.
" Fishermen are also asked-
_ abour, gear used, .depths fished,

and nuinber of mghts' nets were
ﬁsﬁgd. -

Ehe mforma;:on is collected
io detérmine the- statds of eéch.

fish” population. Lengths and

welghts are important for deter-
mining growth, and age informa-
tion is important for determining
both growth and mortality rates.

Spring herring sampling
For the last two years, the

" department has collected infor-

mation on lake herring stocks in
eastern Lake Superior.

Because herring changed
from being an important com-
mercial species to an incidental
or seascnal catch to most fisher-

- men, Gebhardt said it is an inter-’

esting time to get information.

- “During a time of low com-
mercial exploitation, it’s impor-
tant to determine the status of the
herring population and to esti-
mate population characteristics,”
he said.

The - department . collects
information during a six-week

period each spring. Samples are -
) collected from gill nets in open

water or from fishermen who
The same
information is collected from
these fish -as for all other com-
mercial species.

-Gebhardt believes that the

| lake herring will once again
become 2 popular commercial .

fish species and that the best way
1o help manage a fish population -

_is to learn about its characteris-
~ tics before the fishery begins.

Robert Bowen, Jr, colfem biological mfoma.uon for use in various

LI T I I I T L L I LTI T T I I I rro

studies and surveys at Bay Mills, (Photo by Amoose)

Whitefish studies -
‘Durisg the .spring, the’

. department conducts a whitefish

trap-pet fecruitment project in

- coopefation with the . Chip-:

pewa/Ottawa - Treaty - Fnshery«
Managentent  Authiority. ~ By
recording numbers of juvenile
whitefish in each trapnet, biolo-
gists are able ‘to determine the
strength of year classes.
Gebhardt said, “Basically, it’s a
way to predict the future.”

In the fall, the deparlment
also conducls with ' Chip-
pewa/Ottawa Treaty Fishery

- Management Authority a white

fish spawning condition project
in-lakes .Huron, Michigan, and

- Superior.

“We're just detenmmng the
differences in spawning condi-
tions of lake white fish between
the three great lakes. At the
same time, we’re collecting bio-
logical information,” Gebhardt
said.

The information gathered -

will show the differences in
water temperature, fish biologi.-
cal make-up, and life cycle, and
it will attribute the differences in
the spawning time variations
The information is being collect-
ed to evaluate the seasonal clo-

“sure of the whitefish ﬁshery in

the Great Lakes.
Gebhardt said, “If there are

" real. differences in times of

spawning, the fishéry regulations
should reflect this difference.”

-Othe'r.actl_vntles .

In August, ‘along with the
Michigan Department of Natural

Resources and.the U.S. Fish anct-, R
Wildlife Services, the- depam - -t E
ment will set variable-mesh. gilk < : ;&
nets on the upper St.'Maxy’s .. ;
Tiver to detéfmine the abyndande

of commercial? and’ Spha: ﬁsb

species. = R

This project is bcmg con-

ducted as past of a long-term -

study where fish species abun-
dance is recorded for several
years to determine population
trends. Also, biological informa-
tion is collected from all fish.

The department, along with
many state and federal agencies,
will also be assisting with a
coaster brook trout pro;ect in
Lake Superior.

Coaster brook trout will be
collected by the agencies around

- Lake Superior to determine if

there are distinct genetic differ-
ences among populations.

. Gebhardt said, “This is

the first step in a restoration
project for this species. We
need to determine if distinct .
populations occur. If so, we

may want to restore and man-

age each populatmn differ-
ently

The department now oper-

“ates with three staff members

and volunteers, “Although the

- program just celebrated its sec-

ond anmversary, it seems we've

been running for several years,”

Ge_bhardt said.

“We’re involved in many
different - projects that are ot
only. great for the tribe, but also -
beaefit the natural resources that

“everyone shares.”

FALL 1995
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KEWEENAW Bay |NDIAN COMMUNITY

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer
Traditional reliance on Lake

Superior for both commercial and subsis-
tence fishing has placed Lake Superior.
fishery issues as a long-time priority for
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.
The two communities which compose the

reservation lie on opposite sides of .

Keweenaw Bay near 1.’ Anse, Mich.

The opening of a new hatchery in
March 1993, with over $250,000 from the
Band, marked the achievement of a major
goal. The hatchery was started in 1989 but
had been housed in temporary facilities.

- The hatchery primarily produces
lake trout, according to Mike Donofrio,
director of the natural resource program,

In fact the department only works with

native species, he said.

Inside raceways allow for rearing fry
to yearling size in order to improve the
survival rate of stocked fish. The capacity
for the hatchery is 150,000 yearling trout,

Eggs and brood stock are collected

from lake trput nahve to the area, so no

foreign Strains are being introduced.

The, tribe .has expressed interest in
brook trout as well, Donofrio said. Last
year a brook trout assessment on Silver

- River was initiated. Fisheries crew use a

backpaék electroshocker to survey brook
trout m the river. They are also lookmg for
‘other species present as well as inverte-

" brates, water flow, and water temperature.
The information, Donofrio said, will

~ be the basis for management decisions on
brook trout. Recommendations within in
next year could be to develop a stocking

program for brook trout and habitat -

improvement. The brook trout being
assessed by Keweenaw Bay are stream
dwellmg brock trout only, Donofrio said.

Inside me Keweenaw Bay Hatchery tanks hold ﬁngerlmg Iake tfout. (Phoro by

Amoose)

l)rl). l___".'..’-' Ii'l'-) .

Keweenmv .Bay ﬁshery biologist Mike Danoﬁ'w prowdes a tour of the ﬁsh hatchery for students from Mtch:gan Technical

College. (Photo by Amoose}

Keweenaw Bay’s natural resource
staff, including Donofrio, two technicians,
Evelyn Ravindran and Neil Malmgten,

actuaily spend much time on the lake,

both monitoring commercial fishing
activity and performing annual whnef“ sh
and lake trout assessments.

Spring assessment involve monitor-

ing lake trout populations in unit MI-4
each May. Donofrio said this is an annual
check on the population which Keweenaw
Bay has done since 1990. Data collected
includes length, wexght age, and stomach
contents.

Spring assessments are actually done
cooperatively with all management agen-
cies assessing spec1f‘ ¢ units each year.
Gathered information is shared among the
agencies and is used to establish the Total
Allowable Catch (TAC) for the commer-
cial fisheries.

Summer juvenile lake trout (2-5 yrs.)
assessments are performed throughout the

" - lake in July and August.

Juvenile assessments are used to

=2 - monitor the contribution of the hatchery

to the Keweenaw Bay population. Lake
trout are slow growing, so DonofTrio hopes
to. see increased mumbers in aboul five
yeats.

It also serves to deve!op a database
on the population of the commercial
species. This information is also shared
‘with other agencies workmg in Lakc
Superior, '

Fall spawning assessments on lake
trout and whitefish in Mich. waters are
done jointly with GLIFWC fisheries crew.
Assessment crews also- visit spawning
reefs and document activity. Information
is entered into GLIFWC’s data base.

e . ,.}','.f'r"_'- o

Another cooperative project involves
sturgeon assessments. Donofrio is work-
ing with Jeff Slade, USFWS; Nancy Auer,

Mich. Technical College; and the MI

DNR. Using trap nets and gill nets, the

crew is recording juvenile sturgeon found

in Keweenaw Bay and Portage Lake.

Waterfowl enhancement -

Keweenaw Bay has participated in

Circle of Flight projects for several years,
establishing wild rice in suitable habitats
on reservation and improving waterfow!
habitat, Donofrio said.

This will be the fifth year for plam:-

ng in two sites and the second year fora =

third site. One of the five year sites is
doing well, he said, but the seed is not tak-
ing in the other so it may be abandoned.

" Nesting structures have also beer
“erected to encourage waterfowl use anc

the program pians to increase the numbe
of structures next year.

Ravindran also began fall waterfow
surveys last year. With “index sites’
established as observation points, she

- records counts during the fall migration.

Ravindran also surveyed- frogs anc
toads for the past two years as part o
study. on amphibian life in ecosystems
Any decline in population could serve a:

-an indication thai advarse changes have I

taken place in the ecosystem. -

st . R PO S T e e,
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The Lac Vicux Desert (LVD) natural
resources department is working on many
projeets to help the management and pro-
tection of the tribe’s resources.

Wild rice

One project that the department is

working on is the restoration of wild rice
beds at LVD. They are working coopera-
tively with various organizations to create
enough habitat 10 grow wild rice.

“The tribe wants 10 re-establish some
of the rice so there will always be a
source,” said George Beck, tribal planner.

With the assistance of GLIFWC and
the United States Forest Service, the tribe
continues 1o seed wild rice in potential
rice-producing locations, '

In July, tribal, state, federal, and
local luke organizations discussed a lake
level that would create better growing
conditions for the wild rice in Lac Vieux
Desert Lake, once a tribal staple. Re-seed-
ing will continue in the fall of cach year.

New hatchery

By the end of the summer, the
department hopes to have started building
4 new hatchery near the lake funded by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) with
plans of moving out of the educational
building where the hatchery is being run
currently. .

Beck said the designs and funding
arc availuble. bul a land trust issue js

keeping the department from beginning

work.
“Hopefully, by the end of the sum-

mer we will have broken ground and have

the toundation work done,” Beck said,
The hatchery will begin by hatching
fry. but Beck said that'in the future they
~hope 1o rent rearing ponds from the

o t
St. Croix natu
. (Continued from pagel2) N
While information necessary to analyze water qual-
ity is being gathered. preventative programs, like on
resenvabion recaeling and waste management, have also

been Luunched. Maloney says,

in compliance with the Resource Conservation and -
Recovery Act. the St Croix Band closed several large
dumps and is
tion. -

(Continued from page 10} T

s clearing owt small. dump sites on reserva-

o
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epartment

“We would like to see this in opera-
tion by fall, but in reality, it probably
won’t be on-line until next spring.”

Recycling program .
' Although it is only in the planning
stages, there will soon be a recycling pro-

§ gram at LVD.

Meeting at the Lac Vieux Desert reservation this summer, elders from Wisconsin
tribes discussed off-reservation hunting, fishing, and gathering rights and the abili-
ty of the elderly to access those resources. The meeting was coordinated by the
Wisconsin Inter-Tribal Council’s program for the elderly. (Photo by Amoose)

Michigan

Department
Resources.

of Natural

Up-graded water system
Becuuse the reservation is split
between tribal and public water Sys-
tems, the natural resources depart-
ment is currently working on designs
and specificitions for upgrading the
rescrvation water system to reach the
entire reservation. '

ral resources department-
Maloney says that the next step will be establishing
a sotid waste management plan for the band and analyz-

ing much of the data collected in order to get a better
measure of water quality issues in the various communi-

ties.

. The cenvironmental department also checks for
material spills, has been involved in asbestos removal in

homes, and is planning to test for carbon monoxide in
homes in order to monitor air guality.

The dual water systems cannot
meet current demands for firefighting,

business and housing expansion. They -

have also caused a loss of control over
water quality, which causes concern
because the public waters have no treat-
ment facifities. - : .

- Although the reservation water sys-
tern is in the initial bidding state, Beck

said it will be in place by next year at this
time.- - - :

The natural resources department is
currently trying to organize the program
by determining the volumes of recycled
materials on the reservation, choosing a
company to haul the materials, and find-
ing a place where. they will be accepted.

“There’s just such a smatl amount (of
garbage), relatively speaking, that it's just
not cost effective for the tribe to do it
alone,” Beck said. So the department is
trying to get the township and area agen-
cies to be involved. = C

Education will be the next concem,
Beck said. The departmeiit has spoken with
recycling firms that have been involved
with demonstrating the importance of
recycling, and Beck said it will begin with
the administration of the tribe.

“The thought is, if we can get people

al the administration level to recycle, it

*will-be'gdsier fo get people 10 recycle in

their homes. Then we’ll try to get schools
and children involved,” he said.

Technician position

A new position has been created ji+
the LVD natural resources departmeni for
a technician to conduct fieldwork to fish-
ing issues such as off-reservation treaty -
fishing,, Circle of Flight projects, water
resource management, and solid waste
management.

These projects together help the nat-
ural resources department to preserve the
resources and environmental divessity so

~ important to the people of Lac Vieux
Desert. -

- teservation.

Recently. the department insiatled o 650

gaiton aquaculture facility n the school
building where the children will Be rais-
Cingand possibly selling 200 pounds of

fish. - : _
“IUs w good on-hand ol for Téarn-

0 oings We're looking 1o intice the voung

ta the reservation.” Wawronowicz said.
The program also includes educat-
ing K-8 students about environmental

issues and solutions by developing -
. environmental education curriculum.

With these nine programs working
together, the Lac du Flambeau natural

resources department. has developed a
plan for managing the tribe’s natural

resources . to protect the -diverse

ecosystem of the Lac du Flambeau

reservation,

Wawronowicz said, “If we start los-

ing our diversity, we start losingour © - -
soul.” e o

Maloney states that the environmental department
assisted with the writing

waste and recycling ordinances, and are in the process of
developing water quality standards for the St. Croix

of the codes, including solid

‘Both environmental and natural resource codes are
enforced by St. Croix’s conservation enforcement officer,
- who monitors for adherence to tribal codes that govern
‘hunt, fishing, gathering, and conservation standards.

" Lac du Flambeau natural resources department

right away at a young age to come back .
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- Dagwaagin — it is fall
noominike-Giizis, Binaakwe-Giizis, Gashkidino-Giizis, Agidamoo,
Mll?litigominag, Jiimaan, Zhiishiibag, Bine, Waawaashkeshi, Ayaabe

- (Wild Rice-Moon, Raking-Moon, Freezing Over-Moon, Squirrel,
w _Acorns, Cénoe/Bo%t, Ducks, Partridge, Deer, Buck)

Circle the 10 underlined Qjibwe words in the
letter maze. {translations below) -

A. Wewiib, inashke! Niwaabamaa a'aw ayaabe,
B. Awibaa. Inini dash ikwe '

OJIBWEMOWIN
(Ojibwe Language)

Double vowel system of writing Ojibwemowin

‘ Niizh—_—2

Bézhig——-1

Alphabet vowels: A, AA,E, |, 11, 0, 00O D A L . adazhawa'owag. . |
p : AAAE, |, _ ~ DOUBLE VOWEL AN J O K A N G Aking, megwayaak, agidamoo
Consonants: 8,C,D, G, H,J,K,M,  PRONUNCIATIONS o w0 N\, Oomikawaan mitigominan.

N, P, 8, T, W, Y, Z, glottal stop. / Shortvowels: A,LO |G | N _ | D. Bezhig bing bimise.
Double Consonants: CH, SH, ZH Dash — as in gbout WWEWI | BC N-iiz.ho Sine bi
'—ﬁ:‘gL%tfidongg savoicsless /g AAL K AB _B M- blmlse.wag .

 Aaw. / Niizhg — as in only AA G D AMOD : E. ﬁ?;%%
' | A DH B :
—Generally the long / Long Vowels: AA, E, II, 00 ¢ B : P A Z. T Wi U F. Waazhing
vowels carry the ' Jiimaan — as in father oA \  Makwa ayekozi.
accent Bezhi as in jay NMOR AT S§KFKN Ayaapii,
z - +
—Respectfully I’?nlis: Niigy o g as in seen N A A N | B A A _Y A W naanibaayawe.

an elder for help in ¥V — == : E O G V I

pronunciation and Agidamoo — as in moon W A ANIT M .

dialect differences. T '

Niswi—3 s . Nume4 .
12 - - Qjibwemowin
IKIDOWIN ‘ . o
‘ : 1. Agim bezhig nika.
ODAMINOWIN\ |
(word play) | 2. Agimag niizho nikag.
Down: 3. Agimag niso nikag.
;. g/?‘ieesziés 4. Agimag niiyo nikag.
3. Three 5. Agamag naano nikag.
it _
;' ?’oaliztic:tg.;e 6. Ningodwaaso mangadepo.
8l 8 Bear Agindan! Mangadepo.
Across:
5. Acorns
6. Squirrel

9. Canoe/boat

Translations:

Nijzh-—2 < B. Itis A man and ' e we e. C.On the earth, in the
— . k! | see that buck. B. It is calm. A man and woman cross the water by canoe  the

wf:gds sq:ﬁ‘rrg %}rjgsl-ao:orns; D. One partridge flies. Two partridge they fly. E As fall approaches, | harvest wild rfce_-. F. In the

cave, a bear is tired. Every once in a while, he yawns. - /

' ' ] Bine. 8. ' +5. Mitigominag. 6. Agidamoo. 9. Jiimaan.
=3 > 1. Nikag. 2. Bimise. 3. Niso. 4. Agindan. 7. Bine. 8, Makwa. Across: 5. Mitigominag. 6. Agi
M%?%gbztﬁfggoge Canadian goose. 29 Count those two geese. 3. Count those three geese. 4. Count those four

o geese. 5, Count those five geese. 6. There are six snowflakes falling. Count! It is snowing large snowflakes. - - -

There are various Ojfibwe dialects, check for correct usage ‘in your area. Note that the English transiation will lose it's natural

' rej ' ' ' ' ' g ' ly. All other uses by author's written
flow as in any foreign language translation. This may be reproduced for classroom use on > Wit
permission, fw fnqgfries can be made to MASINAIGA.N, PO Bpx. 9, IOdanah, wi 54861. |
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Red Cliff/GLIF

~ Washburn, Wis -The permit for a tunile
farm in Bayfield County will be re-considered at
the September meeting of the Bayfield County
Zoning Commitice.

ngever, al its August meeting the
Committee added to a list of over thirty questions
to be answered by Joseph Chaudin before either
4 requested zoning change or permit be granted.

Chauqm. who already has constructed
ponds on his property and gathercd about 400 wild west:
ern painted turtles, plans to raise turtles for foreign
export. Chaudin needs a special land-use permit for the
turtle farm and to reclussify his land from residential to
agriculiural,

Testifying on behalf of its member Ojibwa bands,
Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
(GLIFWC) apposed the request for a zoning change and
'ssuance of the permit at the August 8th public hearing
before the Committee. '

The Red CIiff band has also expressed opposition
and requested The GLIFWC's involvement in investigal-
ing the potential impact of the commercial venture on
resources in the treaty-ceded lands. '

Protection of the specics, the western painted turtle,
from over-exploitation and potential depletion is one
major c’?r;ccrtr}:. The tack of information on numbers that
can safely be harvested are unclear, according to
GLIFWC Poticy Analyst Ann McCammon-Soltis.gwho
provided comments at the hearing,

~The issuance of one permit could lead to more if the
businegss becomes popular, McCammon-Soltis said. The
lack of information on the species and the potential
tmpact of commercializing the sale of the wild turtle-
would make it unwise to permit without further investi-
gation, she said.

Potem@al health problems related to turtle farming
are also an issue. Crowded conditions can lead to salmo-
nella. It is also illegal to sell turtles less than four inches
long in United States pet shops.

While Chaudin plans to setl the turtles overseas

——

TREATIES, +%
PROT ECT jg«g" )

f THE LAND

* turtle is king of the Fish Clan, also known

lIIllllllll!l!lIlllllllll]lIllll'll_l]l']l]lllllll]lll

if, - &3

Waynaboozhoo put the piece of Earth on the Turtie’s back.
Ny All of a sudden the noo-di-noon’ {(winds) began to blow. The &
£ wind blew from each of the Four Directions. The tiny piece of FN
Earth on the turtle’s back began to grow. Larger and larger it
7% became, until it formed a mi-ni-s? (isfand) in the water, Still the §&
Earth grew but still the turtle bore its weight on its back. :
V4 Waynaboozhoo began

began to dance in a circle on the growing island. As he sang,
they danced in an ever-widening circle. Finally, the winds

i
McCammon-Soltis asked |
the Zoning Committee if |
it wants to condone an |
activity that is illegal in |
the United States.

GLIFWC requested
that the turtle farm opera-

how ponds. would. e The Volce of the Ojibway [\
cleaned, fecal matter han- 3

By Edward Benton-Banai [
dled and how releasing oo |

diseased animals oeef & _\z_,mm@mmmcm@mm@
into the wild would be prevented.

_ Rul?s which are currently being proposed by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources regulating
the possession and sale of live wild animals would make
Chaudin’s turtle farm illegal, McCammon-Soltis pointed
out. If the rule passes, Chaudin could posses up to five
painted turtles, but could not sel them. '

While all species are important to the Ojibwa bands,
the turtle has a special place in Ojibwa cul-
ture.

Within the traditional clan system, the

: 3

tor, Joseph Chaudin, be [ ceased to blow and the waters be i : /
i it a - . came very still. Ah B4
;ggﬁ;]’:fu‘r‘t’l;‘}:g;f aplan 24 satin the middle of the great water.” i uge tsland. ‘.|
SRy 5 oper- Y 4 . o

ation that would deptailv P I : Excerpted from The Mishomls Book, ¥

second Earth following the great flood. The turtle literal-
ly carried the Earth on its back,

The Creator placed a piece of Earth on the turtle’s
back following the flood, and the turtle carried the Earth
until it grew nto a great island in the water, forming a

new Earth for the people. Hence, Earth is sometimes
called Turtle Island.

The Manitous

The Spiritual World of the Ojibway

as the Water Clan. The Fisk Clan is com-
posed of intellectuals, such as teachers,
counselors, mediators.

According to Ojibwa stories, the turtle
played a primary role in the creation of a

: by Basil Johnston
Illustrations by David Johnson

_ In his latest book, The Manitous: iiitual Life
Ojibway, renowned Chippewa ethnologist and native scholar Basil
Joh:}ston records, for the first time, the comprehensive and sacred oral
stories which comprise the complex, beautiful, spiritval teachings of
the Ojibway people (known also as the Chippewa Indians and the
‘Anishinaabe, or “the good peopic™).

The word “manitou,” loosely interpreted as “spirit” or “presence,”
and a term with endless nuances and use-specific meanings, refers to
the spirits that infuse and safeguard the species of plants and animals
including humans, that occupy the earth as cotenants, = ’

__For the Ojibway, who live in Minnesota, Wisconsin, northern
Michigan, and central Canada, the cultural traditions imported by
Western Europeans and institutionalized by the education system have
fl:oded anti1 o;ershadhowedhthe traditional, orally-based history and cul-

re passed down through the
oo of cn, g ! years by _sellected elders and learned

The Manitous captures, in graceful, elegant rose, the oral lega-

| ¢y of the Ojibway people, revealing a proig'oung and sophisticatg:d

b W tespect for animals, nature, and fellow humans and a fluidity not often

< g - - found in more rigid, written folkloric histories. :

- The Manitous introduces Kitchi-Manitou, the benevolent, all-
seeing creator of the world, Winonah, the beautiful Ojibway maiden

~who bore the manitou Aepungishimook four children over as many
- Benerationswho became legend among the Ojibway for their talents, -
- for defending their people and promoting the cause of justice, and for

LY

massive_ giants whose hunger for human flesh can never be sated, and
whose indulgent excesses represent the worst qualities of human
nature. And the selfless fox, whos good deeds lead to his demise, and.

whose plight recalls the treatment of Native Americans at the hands of
land-hungry whites, ‘ . . : R

. - {Published by Harper Collins Publishers; $24.00 'c!oth,- ISBN: )

N 0-06-017199-5; 1S line drawings)

=
b3
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WC oppose turtle farm permit

YR
I “Waynaboozhoo took the peice of Earth from the |
! Muskrat's paw. At that moment, Mi-zhee-kay' (the turtle) swam §{
/7y forward and said, “Use my back to bear the waight of this §X
i) Peace of Earth. With the help of the Creator, we can make a  § ;)
it new Earth.” 34

to sing a song. All the animals @

B et

the tools they introduced into daily life. There are the Weendigoes, .

.
2y
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A sainpie of recent bulietins from the

0Old West: Montana rewrites some of the

country’s strongest water pollution laws
as a favor to the mining industry, 1daho
lawmakers award potential polluters a
major voice in setting clean water stan-
dards. Utah’s Governor rebuffs the stated
wishes of Utah’s citizens to set aside 6.7
million acres of state land as protected
wilderness. .

Washington State’s Legislature pass-
¢s the nation’s most far-reaching “tak-
ings” law, weakening essential land-use
controls. Wyoming’s Legislature autho-
tizes a bounty on wolves recently re-intro-
duced into Yellowstone National Park and
protected under the federal Endangered
Species Act,

Clearly, the United States Congress
is not the only place where laws protect-
ing the environment are under siege.
Throughout the West, particularly in the
Rocky Mountains state legislators and
governors, egged on by commercial inter-
ests and by small but noisy groups of

- property rights advocates, are engaged in

full-scale mutiny against Federal and state
regulations meant to protect what is left of
America’s natural resources.

What we are seeing is an updated but
more ominous version of the Sagebrush
Rebellion of the early Reagan years. That
revolt was dominated by ranching inter-

ests protesting Federal regulation of pub- -

lic lands.

The present explosion embrzaces not
only those familiar despoilers but mining
companies, timber barons, developers, big
commercial farmers and virtually anyone

e -

else who stands to profit from relaxation

"of environmental controls.

The war in the West and the war in
Congress on basic environmental protec-
tions have much in common. :

First, both are being driven and in
some cases underwritten by big business.

Second, both are being waged to
save the “little guy” from Federal tyranny.

Third, this alleged little guy is
nowhere to be found when the time comes
{0 draft crippling legislation. Indeed, his
wishes have been largely ignored:

Poll after poll suggests that what
ordinary citizens want is more environ-
mental protection if it means a cleaner
environment and a healthier society. But
that is not what this Congress und its
Western allies want to give them.

Montana and Idaho are particularly

. sad cases, despite citizen complaints, and .

nearty unanimous editorial opposition,
two bills whistled through the Montana
Legislature that would in effect permit
higher levels of toxic wastes to reach the
state’s streams and lakes. -
They were signed, with some reluc-
tance, by the Governor. Mining lobbyists

were conspicuous during the parliamen- -

tary maneuvering-including representa-
tives from Crown Butte and its Canadian
parent, Norandz Inc.

These companies are working relent-
lessly for permission to build in geologi-
cally precarious terrain a gold mine that
would leave a permanent resesvoir of pol-
lutants in the watershed of one of
Montana's most important wilderness
sireams.

Idaho’s people-not to mention its
endangered Snake River salmon-face a
double threat. Under a new statute,
acceptable water quality levels will be set
by watershed advisory groups. These
groups representatives from timber, min-
ing and agribusiness companies who are
almost certain to write new and more per-
missive regulations.

Meanwhile, back in Washington, an
Idaho Republican, Dirk Kempthorne, is
leading the Senate charge to cripple the
Endangered Species Act, which provides
what little protection the salmon have.

If Senator Kempthorne succeeds in
transferring protection of endangered

_ species from Washington to Boise, it will

be good-bye salmon, with grizzlies and
wolves to follow. '

_There are, of course, honorable
exceptions. In Colorado, for exampie,
ranchers, environmentalists and sate offi-
cials were able to agree on less destructive
grazing practices-although it took a half
dozen or so exhausting visits from Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt to get the agree-
ment. But nearly everywhere one turas
the anti-Washington ideologues seem to
have the upper hand.

The most conspicuous example is
Nevada, where officials in Nye County
passed a series of ordinances claiming
“pwnership of Federal lands and then set
about physically intimidating employees
from the Forest Service and the Bureau of
Land Management. The  Justice

Department has now sued to reaffirm
Federal jurisdiction, but Nye County's
rebels have inspired imitators: More than

LTI I T I I T T T YT T T I I

‘The endangered west

70 rural Western counties have passed or
proposed laws to “take back” the public
Jands.

Lost in all the rhetoric about individ-
ualism and states’ rights is one basic legal
fact: At no time have the Western public
lands belonged to the states. They were
acquired by treaty, conquest or purchase
by the Federal Government acting on
behatf of all the citizens of the United
States. :

Lost, too, is a colossal irony. Westerr
ranchers have traditionally fed well at the
trough of Federal beneficence. in their
war against Washingion, they are biting
the hand that has fed them lavish subsi-
dies and protected them against the disas-
ters of nature and the vagaries of the mar-
ketplace. . '

But all of this escapes the Sons-of-
Sagebrushers. The fact that there might be
an overriding national interest in preserve
ing the public lands and forests {rom
exploitation is not something that quickly
pops into their minds.

Nor does this fact seem to regisier
with the newer breed of rebels in the state-
houses and sate legislatures who would
nuilify more than two decades of struggle
to clean America’s waterways, preserve
its wetlands and otherwise protect it
dwindiing natural heritage.

There can be ne satisfaction in any of
this-except perhaps o the enemies of Lhe
environment in @ Congress that is well ot

its way to abandoning any pretense I
rational stewardship.

(Reprinted from The New Yorl
Times) .

The Voigt Inter-Triba
Task Force_ convened a
the Lac. du Flambear
reservation in July. Thu

reservation inland hunt

ing, fishing and gatherin; -

issues of importance 4

GLIFWC member bands
- (Photo by Amoose} = -

VITTF addresses aoff
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Local impacts, local action

Red flag at Red Mountain
Pass

The 1872 Mining Law and other 19th
century pro-development laws left maps
of the West looking like a crazy quilt.
Parcels of private land, including patented
mining claims, lie next to unpatented land
maniaged by the U.S. Forest Service, the
Department of the Interior, or owned by a
state government, Private land owners can
use Federal administrative procedures to
exchange and consolidate their scattered
holdings. _

In southwestern Colorado, the Ouray
County Alliance, Western Mining Action
Project, Mineral Policy Center, and other
groups recently convinced the U.S. Forest

-Service to delay one proposed land
cxchange at Red Mountain Pass (altitude
11,000 feet) in the San Juan Mountains.
The Summitvilie Mine is nearby and local
groups arc committed to preventing
another such disaster. o

The deal was proposed by [rank
Baumgartner, a former oil man who owns
200 mining claims near Ouray. His
scheme calls for operating an open-pit
cyanide heap- or vat-leach gold mine at
the site for seven or eight years then con-
verting the Jand to recreational use as part
of the nearby Telluride ski area.

The planned mine site includes about
1,900 acres in a checkerboard with some -
1,708 acrés owned by Baumgartner and
the balance by the Forest Service.

- Baumgartner wants to swap 215
acres of his land along a major highway
for equal acreage deep in the

Uncompaghre National Forest.

Forest Service officials have been
quoted as saying that the swap would save
in maintenance costs and give them

Lt ‘L’E'}-nqn S:_qn.%:. GLIFWC, holds an eagle which the Bad

acreage for visitor parking and services.
Activists contend it would also give the
Forest Service and U.S. taxpayers respon-
sibility for about a dozen abandoned mine
sites that are likely leaking acid mine
drainage into Red Mountain Creek and
the Uncompaghre River. The exchange
would also allow Baumgartner’s mine to
avoid the thorough environmental review

“required for operations on Forest Service

land.

The Forest Service has agreed to
delay the exchange until the Spring of
1995 to further study the acid mine
drainage issue. '

“Land exchanges are becoming more
common now that there is 2 moratorium
on patenting public lands,” said Jim Lyon,
Mineral Policy Center’s Vice President

for Policy. “Local groups need to monitor

such proposals to ensure that Federal
agencies don’t trade prime public proper-
ty for someone’s problems.”

Tailings to tees (and

greens) .

David faces Goliath in Arizona as
Save Our Lovely Verde Vailey (SOLVE),
a local citizens group, goes toe-to-toe
with the real estate development sub-
sidiary of mining giant Phelps-Dodge.

Phelps-Dodge wants to convert 975
acres of land including an abandoned tail-
ings pond into a planned residential com-
munity. The site is near the Tuzigoot
National Monument and the town of
Clarkdale.

. The failings pond covers approxi-
mately 116 acres and holds some 4 mil-
lion tons of silt and sands loaded with
cadmium, copper, lead, mercury, seleni-

" um, and zinc. Because these heavy metals

- S X
- NG

are moving into nearby Pecks Lake and

the Verde River, the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency has been looking at
cleanup options. The area is a potential
Superfund site but the agency has been
‘working with the company on a voluntary
plan that would avoid listing. EPA wants
the company to cap the tailings, install
underground barriers, and build a 300-
foot wetlands buffer zone 1o protect Pecks
Lake from the impacts of the 1,600 unit
development and its 164-acre golf course.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service origi-
nally had asked for an 800-foot buffer to
protect bald eagle habitat.

Phelps-Dodge agreed to most of
EPA’s plan but balked at the buffer zone,
The development’s neighbors and SOLVE
are encouraging the agency to hold firm.

“Mineral Policy Center’s Southwest
Circuit Rider helped us organize the local
community to get EPA’s attention,” said
Curtis Lindner of SOLVE. Negotiations
continu¢ with the latest proposal from

~ Phelps-Dodge calling for an even smaller

buffer zone.

Poisoning Pony

In 1989, the residents of Pony,
Montana (pop. 150), learned of a propos-
al to build a pold processing mill on a
mountain above their picturesque town in
southwestern Montana. The mill’s own-
ers, planned to process tailings from aban-
doned mines, and then expand the opera-
tion. People in Pony realized that any
spills or leaks would flow into their drink-
ing water. _

In January 1995, even though the
mill had been closed for months, the
threat became reality, Dave and Janet
Zimmerman were told that the drinking
water from their well is so contaminated

~with eyanide that it is unfit to drink.

The Zimmermans, founders of
Concerned Citizens of Pony, were among
the first to raise an alarm about the mill,
They argued that the mill was a disaster
waiting to happen since everyone in Pony
drinks untreated water from individual
wells. The Zimmermans repeatedly point-
ed out to the Montana Division of Water
Quality that the mill’s owner, Chicago
Mining Company, could not be trusted
with the health of the community because
the mill was not operating in compliance
with state law. :

The sole response of the Division’s
then Acting Director, Steve Pitcher, was
to label the Zimmermans and their con-
cerns as “emotional” at a public meeting.

Only weeks before the discovery of

the cyanide, the state finally acted on the
mill owners’ blatant and continual viola-
tions of the state law requiring groundwa-
ter monitoring, and revoked their water
discharge permit. :

The state reportedly had been drag-
ging its feet on the revocation to accom-

_modate the owner’s contention that the

‘facility could not be sold without the per-
mit. Not surprisingly, the sale had already
taken place when the permit was finally
canceled. The state is now trying to-find
an accountable party to be financially
responsible for the cleanup of the mill.
“Maybe we are emotional,” said
Janet Zimmerman. “Discovering that
cyanide is poisoning your water can do
that to a person. It’s time our state agen-

- cies put Montanans and our health ahead

of the interests of the mining industry.”
Pony’s concerned citizens are asking
Governor Mark Racicot for help with
their drinking water emergency.

Roll, Columbila, roll

The Columbia River is an important
part of the life of the several thousand
people who live on Washington’s Colville
Indian Reservation.

Concern for the Columbia has led

~members of the tribes to question propos-

als from Battle Mountain Gold and Santa
Fe Pacific to begin intensive exploration
for gold and other hardrock minerals on
the reservation. Community apprehension
has led the Tribal Council to hold a spe-

' cial referendum in the Spring of 1995. -

“Water is our lifeblood,” says Steve

‘Iukes, Sr., a tribal elder. “With it, we are

rich. Without it, we have nothing.” Tukes

has been active in organizing the Colville -

Indian Environmental Protection Council.

BMG and Santa Fe Pacific are

rumored to be promising that their efforts

© . will generate jobs and riches for the tribes.

River band mounted and w:‘H_héve. on display. (Photo by Amoosg} _

‘Mineral Policy Center'’s Circuit

Riders work with groups such as the

Ouray Alliance and SOLVE. The Circuit
Riders’ presence in communities is made
possible by grants from the Northwest
Area Foundation, the Jessie Smith Noyes

Foundation, the Harder Foundation, Ruth

Mott. Fund, and the contributions of

Mineral Policy Center’s members.
' (Reprinted from Clementine, a pub-
“lication by the Mineral Policy Center.
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 Legislative Update

House Qommit;egﬁ; APR:Appropriations; COM=Commerce; EE=Economics & Education; J UD=Judiciary; RES:Resources'; SB:Srr_:alt‘ Business
Sen <ommittees; ENV=Environment & Public Works; FIN=Finance; SCIA=Senate Committee on Indian Affairs; +=Multiple Committee

Bill No, Title House House House Senate Senate Senate PL,  PL
: * Committee Hearing Passed Committee Hearing  Passed Date  Number

HR. 4 Personal Responsihitity Act of 1995 + 3/24/95 o FIN
H.R. 111 ' Minority Enterprise development Act of 1995 | SB
H.R.226 ' Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1994 | COM ': |
H.R. 462 | National Policies Toward Gambling Review

| Act of 1995 + B
H.R.497 | National Gambling Impact & Policy !

’» Commission Act ,JUD L ) '
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S. 285 ‘ Bill to provide social service block grants 5 : { i | !

| directly to Indian tribes : : -. FIN
S.286 | Abillto amend the Solid Waste Disposal Act | ] |

| to grant state status to Indian tribes i !_ l SCIA i L ~
S.311 . Billto elevate the director of IHS 1o assist : - .
' - secretary of Health & Human Services o SClAh_ e
S. 441 Reauthoriiing appropriations under Indian Child | : ' . :

i Protection and Family Viclence Prevention Act l " RES SCIA . 3122195 4/26/95 6/21/95 104-16
S. 479 Indian Federal Recognition Administrative : :

', Procedures Act of 1995 ‘ SCIA . 7/13/95
$.487 | Indian Gaming Regulatory Act Amendments |

! 1995 ‘ SClA 6/22/95

! 0 R P— D P e w— =
8.510 Bill to extend authorization fbr certain programs

under the Native American Programs Act of 1974,  EE SCIA 3/2/95 5/11/95

Tribal recognition bill
doesn’t go far enough

A bill designed to speed the federal recog-
nition process for “lost tribes” doesn’t go far
enough, according to some who testified at
Senate committee hearings cn the proposed
legistation, o

Almost all who testified before the Senate
Commitice on Indian Affairs said the govern-
ment’s process for recognizing Indian tribes is
inconsistent, expensive and slow, sometimes
taking an entire generation to render a deci-

ssion. . '

Sen.. John McCain, R-Ariz., has intro-
duced legislation, S. 479, which would estab-
lish deadlines for deciding cases and create a
commission devoted solely to the récognition
“of Indian tribes. oo o

But some, like Arlinda Locklear, an attor-
ney who frequently represents unrecognized:

tribes, say the present system is so incfficient
it cannot be salvaged. ST
Locklear urged the committee to change
" the criteria, which she said were too costly and

difficult for petitioners to meet.

Gaiashkibos, president of the National
Congress . of American Indians, cailed on

Congress to make the process -less costly, -

faster and provide a guaranteed procedure to
current and future petitioners.

Under criteria written by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs in 1978, tribes seeking federal

recognition must prove that they are distinct
communitics and document their existence:
since their first contact with non-Indians.

-.Some 165 tribes have apptied for federal |

recognition since the criteria were established.
The Bureau of Indian Affairs has ruled on
only 34 of the applications, accepting 10 for
federal recognition and rejecting 13. The other

“11 cases were handled by Congress.

Unrecognized tribes are sometimes

‘referred to as lost tribes because there are so

few records remaining that would prove their
existence as a tribe to the government. .~

Without federal recognition, tribes are
denied the right to govern themselves or
receive federal funds for programs.

" Atticles have been reprinted from Amer_ic.a_h indian Repor, August 1995
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Stephanie Catlin, R

Valpariso University student and HONOR summer
‘intern, assisted the Public Information Office with the past tvo issues
of MASINAIGAN, She helped in lay-out as well as writing and dark-
room. PIO staff would like to thank her for her patience and
perserverance, ' : S
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By Stephanie Catlm, HONOR intern

Aldthough the spearfishing controversy caused anguish and anxiety, it
also brought an idea into Nick Hocking's mind for Wa-Swa-Goning, a tradi-
tionil Qjibwe village on the Lac du Flambeau reservation.

© “During the spearfishing controversy, 1 realized many people didn’t
understand what our culture is really shout,” Hockings said.

Then. after many years of delavs and challenges, on May 1, 1994,
Hockings, wlong with many volunteers, began building the village. After
only ~iv weeks, the villuge opened and has since had approximately 5,000
vistors from all over the United States and throughout the world.

The volunteers give tours through the villuge. expluining the history of
the varions lodypes. and articles in and wround them depict the traditional way
ol ite tor the ()plh\u. peoply.

Aelimie Reding, villuge ntnager, who has been o volunteer since Wa-
Swa-Goning's opening said she has not heurd u negative comment about the
sillage. but people reaet to it in virious wuys.

“Pye received o range of emation. 've had people pet anpry because
ot the truthyand ye had men ery on me at the teaching lodge,” she said. -

Wi-Su g-Goning, meaning the place where they spear fish by tarchlight
features seasonul villages, traditional lodges made of birchbark, a maple
sugar camip. haskeis, traps, and two birch bark cunoes built by Ferdy Goode

and hix students.

Hockings sutd his main goal s to lLtth the public about Indian culture.
"1 wanted pu!pl\. Lo see the whole spectrum of the Ojibwe culture. [ wanied
peaple to gei o sense of how our ancestors lived years ago, and in that, it is
it leaehing experienee,” he suid.

Reding agreed. [ think that it builds an understanding between Indians
und non—Indiuns. and that it teaches a lot about respect-not just for white
and red. but tor black and yellow also. . . for all peoples,” she said.

The villuge is staffed completely by volunteers who both study on their
own and aretrained by Hockings to be well-informed and to lead tours.

Indian. He said he worried about that at first, but it hasn’t been a problem.
“Tve always beert able to maintain a volunteer staff, but they have not all been
Native American. That has never been a problem buecause people have been very

accepting of that,” he said.

The village does offer challenges, though. Besides the challenge of getting money
for promoting Wia-Swa-Goning, maintaining the condition of the village keeps
Hockingh and his volunteers working,

“The iggest challenge we've had to overcome wus the upk;cp of the village, and
of caurse, the monumental task of running a touring operation,” he said.

For the future, Hockings said he hopes to expand the features of the village by per-
haps bringing in speakers 1o teach who are well-versed in many arcas. Also, he said he
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Wa-S wa- Gonmg Vllage aﬂows visitors to walk into the past ana’ experience zhe lifestyle of the
Qjibwe before European settlement. (Photo by Amoose) '

.Hockings said the volunteers have been from all over the world and therefore notall

hopes to add cross-cultural events and other educational opportunities to help teach the
public about the O]lbwe culture.

Heckings said he is overall pleascd with the v1llage “We tried to make it as
authentic as possible, and  think we’ve achleved that. It’s bcen a learning experience.
We're very happy with the way things are.’

Tours run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tucsday through Saturday, with each tour last-
ing approximately one and a half hours, and the village is also open at 12 p.m. on
Sunday and Monday.

Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for children under 12 years and seniors 65-79 years,
pcopie 80 years and older are admitted free.

- “We’ve had six or seven people who have been elghty plus, and we're proud of
that,” Hockings said.
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