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NAF WS CONFERENCE:

FISH 8 GAME /ABROGATION THE' ISSCIE

'Buzz Cébell, President of the Native
American Fish and Wildlife Society
(NAFWS)—"We’re here to learn about fish

and wildlife management. We were the -

first environmentalists. We have to re-
_.commit ourselves to that idea and make
' ’ure Amerlca__knows..."-

neapolis-Arga Office of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs—*Initiative 456 passed.
in the State of Washington...the West
Coast is not far removed. There will be’
" some impacts on us from this In-
- itiative...we cannot
chance".

American Fish and ‘Wildlife Society..held at the
Radisson Inn, Duluth, from May 10-22, featured :'

-fnation.
A complete coverage of the various dlscussmn 3|

the July Masinaigan.

aréa and national .leaders in Bureau of .Indian Af-
~ [rairs. representatives from the several tribal com-
- Imissions inthe U.S.,
fof tribal biclogists from coast-to-coast—their pro.

iand procaedures of treaty right implementation. .
. These are the voices of peopie concerned and

mvotved from every level—administration. to end
. fforcement—in resources management for the naj
ion's tribes and in assuring tribal rights are proj
ected. Lodk - for -the. NAFWS Conference

free exchange of ideas,

‘game management on or

© aparent

lea\_re this to

" The Third Anhual Conference of the Native]™
Jnumber of paneltsts and presentors from across the -

which were part of the intensive three-day con-| '
ference will be. featured as a spemal supplement ln :

- Included in this wilt be the presentatmns from _

‘the | 456 Report, the concerns} -

blems, goals and victories; and the varying impa¢ts]

upplement.-

The sub;ect of treaty abrogat:on and the. na-

- tional" anti-Indian network ran like dark and in.
. sidious thread through the discussions of matters

biological, political, social and financial during the
three-day Mative American Fish and Wildlife Socie-
ty Conference held at the Radisson Inn, Duluth; May

'20-22. This was the third anrual conference spon.

sored by NAFWS and was coordinated through the
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission.

According to Gerald “Buzz” Cobell, NAFWS
president, the primary purpose of the Society is to
provide a forum for the expression of the viewpoints
of Indiari biologists and resource managers. Draw-
ing from coast to coast, the conference allowed for a
2 including goals, major
challenges and accomplishments between manage-
ment and scientific personnel dealing with fish and
near reservations'
throughout the U.S.

‘Despite the numercus btologlcal concerns of

the tribal people nationally, Cobell feels the “issue

of the'day" was the concern expressed gver the
concerted effort by non-Indians to
abrogate treaties,” a subject which Cobell feeis.
must be addressed directly. - - -

Cobell hopes to see NAFWS establish an mfor -
“edugate non.indians *

matlon campaign which will
as to the quality of [ndian-fish and wildlife’ manage-
rment” in an effort to help allay unnecessary and un-
founded fears of the public.

The conference succeeded in covermg a large

- format of subjects which concern indian resource
managers_today. They ranged from black bear -

studies to nuke waste, from the Endangered Species
Act to wild rice management. However, the primary
emphasis of the technical warkshops fell on fishery
management. Representatives from the Columbia
River Inter-Tribal Fisheries, Washington; Northwest

- Indian, Fisheries Commission, Wisconsin; and the

Chippewa-Ottawa Treaty Fishery: Management

Authority, Michigan all gave presentations on their

activities, accomplishments and current challenges.
Yet while considering the many implications in

- managing and protecting the various species of fish

Dr Earl Berloi;:, Head of the. Min- .

and game which the tribes co-manage, the warnings
regarding the anti-indian network by €. Mon-
tgomery Johnson, Director of the NIX 456 Cam.
paign in the State of Washington, left tribal resource
managers wondering if; perhaps. the Indian tribes
might warrent status on the * ‘Threatened Speeles

-list,

“Nancy Cobe,  BIA, Minneapolis Of-

_ flce—-“Trlbes working - together provide -
more strength. Tribes need to strengthen

- the negotiating positions. The BIA needs

-t9_demonstrate 2 more active role in help-

ing to work together .

‘program is.in a state of evolution...tribes,
. through. (court) decisions, have assumed

MAY 1985 ““‘

. el 4 .‘..._‘-.l-...n Lt
g VR e
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Ray DePerry, Executive .Ad- -
ministrator of the Great Lakes Indian Fish
and Wildlife Commission—
ven we are effective (resource)'

managers...we  will see. that this is ‘the
‘case natmnwnde- Tribes are on the scene

stq.-..wqumg with state,
Jog; ,governm ‘_ts.,.‘_.",,

Gary Rankel, BIA, Washington—"The . -

co-management of the resources...com-

missions have been instrumental in. deal- o

- _ing with the 1mplementation of these dec1—-_
_ smns. :
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" ‘|Washington as well as for the Weyerhaeuser

" Iconsulting firm,
‘|{teachers, bankers, big Industry, organized

'|and sat on the Republican Party s National Ex-

lanalysis of the outcome of Initiative 456 Cam-
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'NAFWS CONFERENCE

'NO TIME FOR COP-OUT
GENOCIDE IS THE PLAN

C. Montgomery Johnson, Director of the

{Nfx 456 Campaign in the State of Washington,}.
|hoids a Masters Degree in Forestry and has

been afellow at Harvard's Institute of Politics.
He has been chief lobbyist for teachers. in

Company. Johnson has alse been  the
Washington State Republican Party Chairman

ecutive Committee. :
Since 1971, he has run his own successful
with clients including

labor and Indian tribes and nations. :
He has worked with tribes since 1978. His

paign in Washington State is a comprehenSive
and authoritative account of the National Anti-

Treaty Network.

‘said, “are the tribes.”

“FIRST OUR
'LANDS, NOW
O(.IR..'.’..’ o

“Gummie" Johnson, director of the Nix 456 Cam-
paign in the State of Washington. Within its pages,

Johnson points out vividly the growing and tightly-

knit anti-indian network which is spreading over the
country seeking abrogation of Indian treaties.

Johnson, who addressed the participants at the
NAFWS Annual Conference, told the audience he
was there to talk ‘about genocide—the systematic
extermmation of-a whole people. “The people,” he
And genocide, he emphasiz-
ed. “is exactly what is being plotted and is underway
right now.

Initiative 456, which passed in Washington last

" November, was essentially an abrogation measure,

even though it remains at an advisory level. Spon-

sored by S/SPAWN | 456 called for all natural
resource management to be  done exclusively -

through the State {removing the management status
and authority of the tribes): de-commercialization of
steelhead (which would reduce tribal commercial
fishing industry in favor of sport fishing interests),

and that all citizens, mcludlng trealy lndrans. shall

' 'have equal nghts

- BUSIAHN:

TREATY PROBLEMS SOCIAL

Accordmg to Tom Busiahn, Chief Brologlst of.

'_the GLIFWC, treaty right" problems are mostly

_~ soclal, not biological. Busiahn was part of 2 panel at
-_the 3rd . Annual

NAFWS' Conference on
“Biological Implications of Protectmg Indian Treaty

- Hunting and Fishing Rights.” :
", Busiahn said that because tourism and sport--'

fishing and hunting .are . regarded as primary
economic resources for northern Wrsconsin

and tourism in recent years. ,
That emphasrs plus a drrnmrshrng resource

: . (due to previous mis-management and the effects of
..development and other’ ecological problems) has
* made treaty hunting and fishing a controversial

issue, he said, although the impact on. the environ-

~ment is smat!

_ Busiahn also suggested that with’ the. many en- '_
. vironmental concerns before the public today., there.
~ should always be the possibility of finding commeon

‘ground between the State and the tribes...for con-

" trol of toxic waste, pollutants effects of mining. in-
e oventary, ‘assessment-and monttormg projects: But.
" he stated, beyond the principles of management,
“things become polltrcal and prlnmptes take ‘the
back seat...”
Busrahn touched on several areas of resource - -

. management to illustrate his points. For instance;

.. his studies have shown that Lake Michigan is being
- re-stocked more heavily than Lake Superior with

: is tl'le title
of a. 700-page report compiled by C. Montgomery ~

the

the -
- State’s pragrams have existed to serve sportsmen

Faces became serious as C. Montogomery Johnson, also
known as “Gummie;” began to talk about genocide and the ex-
tinction of tribal rights and identities. Johnson, Director of. the

Johnson also pointed out that tnitiative 456
received support froemn other groups such as Wiscon.
sin's- Equal Rights for Everyone and Wisconsin
Alliance for Rights and Resources, as weII as vanous
sports groups. '

However; he noted that standing against | 456
were all religious leaders, all candidates for major.
political offices, the League of Women Voters, all
daily newspapers, and all T.V. stations, Depsite this,
| 456 passed 53% to 47%. in part because the tribes
were not ready, did not believe that such an in
itiative could really pass, and did not take action un-
til it was too late. » _

Johnson stated that persons and organizations

_promotmg 1 456 are not concerned about fish or the

resources. That, he feels, is only a: camoflauge for
the real motivation of | 456 and other resolutions

' belng passed throughout the country. The real goal

is "THE END OF ALL TREATIES [N AMERICA,”
Johnson warns, "AND TRIBES THROUGHOUT THE

‘NATION NEED TO KNOW ABOUT IT NOW,”

Johnson also warned of, resolutions being pass-

_ed by counties, iécal organizations and othefs ask-

ing that treaties be re-written, re-negotiated. re-
worked. or that a commission be formed to study
the adverse impact of Indians on non- lndlans All
part of the anti-treaty network. .

He said, “Their mission is Congress to per-

-suade Congress to eradicate Indian rights.....to .

destroy drfferences between lndrans and non-

lake trout. aithough the reproductlon of trout in
Laké Michigan is much lower, This is primarily due

- to the heavy sport fishing interest, he contends. He
also noted stocking was decreased in areas near ..
resefvations and showed some mcrease near urban
‘areas. -

_.  Busiahn also contended that walleye were-
abundant and a species that is doing well in Wiscon-

sin, There is no biological reason to protect walleye

during the spawn, beyond controls such as a limit of

‘poundage per lake. Yet. he noted. the WDNR has in-

. dicated spearing watleye during spawn as belng

polrtrcally unacceptable

Whrtetart deer is another thrw:ng spedies, ac-

cording to Busiahm, ‘and he noted that the treaty
harvest of deer has been minimal. below even the .

state's . bow kill - frgures certarnly no cause for
biological alarm. -

- range, not merely respond to a major crisis.

" ] am here to express a quiet rage

‘over what is being done and béing
C. Mon. i

‘planned - for your future,”
tgomery Johnson, Director of the Nix
456 Campaign, Washington.

Hix 456 Campalgn in Washmgton State, made no bones of the
‘seriousness of the anti-treaty threat to lndlan peopte

r

“Indians untll indians lose everything...culture, iden
ity and their livelihood: At the rate they are mov-’
_ing, the battle will be over in ten years.”

| 456 was initially triggered by a reaction to the
Boldt Decision, Johnson feels, but has since been
"muscled” by land claim issues, which have provid-
ed the real gasoline for the drive. Among these
groups operatwe in seeking abrogation and working
together to achieve this aim identified by Johnson
are: National Wildlife Federation, National Assccia.
tion of Counties, Outdoor Writers Association, Out-

_door Life Magazine, Equal Rights for Everyone,

Michigan United Conservation Clubs, Quinalt Pro-

perty Owners, Wisconsin Alliance far Rights and
Resources, Interstate Congress for Equal Rights and
Responsibilities, S/ISPAWN,

Johnson urged triba! representatwes present to

take note now of what is happening in terms of the

" anti-treaty network. He encouraged unity, education |

and plans for action. Johnson feels the tribal leaders
need full support of welllinformed tribal councils.
that tribes across the nation must join hands, and
tribes must be able to address the issue as long:
Inten.
sive education at the grass roots level...at the't'ribal

council level...” is what is needed.

.- Because the time to act is now, because the -
‘threat is real and in the backyards of alt Indian peo-

ple, Johnsorn . concluded .that for Indian nations
“there is no urne for a cop- out there s No excuse for,

‘a cop-out.”

| k***************************** ***************************** L

~In the harvest. and management of wrld rice, . .

--" Busiahn-says that the State of Wisconsin has no ade-
- "quate, management program:. Wild rice manage-
ment. he said, offers the most obvious opportunity’
to tribes to take on-a major-responsibility. Although
“ 1he tribe’s management proposals may differ'from
‘the state and depict a difference in values, it is an

‘area in which both must work together.

rights. The picture, however

- ..~ -Allin all, from a biological standpoint, Busiahn
. .sees no issue with the implementation of treaty.

is drfferent in the '
.soclal arena, - : R

Tom Busrahn GL[FWC chief blologlst was one of mansr
. -presentars at the Mative American Fish and. Wildtife Society _
. Annual Conference. Busiahn told the didience that ohjections |

ol
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to treaty huating and f;shmg in Wrscnn-; niare scciologicat )

rather than brologrcal

WDNR SPEARING WILL
NEVER BE ACCEPTABLE

The following is the press" statement made by

- .| the DNR following the open-water spearing season,

The statément was read and signed by George
Meyer, Administrator, Division of Enforcement for
the DNR and head negotlator. _

'STATEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

"NATURAL RESOURCES AT JOINT PRESS CON-

FERENCE ON THE 1985 CHIPPEWA SPRING

- SPEARIHG SEASON — MAY 9, 1985

On J_an'uary 25, 1983 the-Seventh Circuit Court

-of Appeals in the Yoigt decision-upheld the rights of
_ the six Wisconsin Chippewa tribes to hunt, fish and
~ gather. off reservation on the land ceded to the
. United States government in the treaties of 1837
and 1842..Since that date, the State of Wisconsin -

has worked with the Chippewa tribes to implement
those rights on an interim basis pending’ further

- federal court decisions. Nine separate agreements
- on hunting, fishing and trapping seasons have been -

negotiated and implemented by the tribes and the
Department. An exercise of tribal rights has taken
place consistent with the equally important goals of
resource protection and the preservation of social
harmony. This .cooperation of tribal and state
governments in the implementation - of long
withheld treaty rights is truly unprecedented in the
{nited States.

“Since the-Voigt decrsron in January. 1983, the

: Department has often stated that the most difficult

and sensitive to implement treaty rights would be
open water fishing, There are many reasons for this:

the finite and limited fishery resources in individual -
lakes, and size structure of those fish populations,

the great importance, of the fishery resources to all
citizens, visitors and the tourism industry of nor-
thern Wisconsin and the extreme effectiveness of

the tribat fishing methods such as speanng and
gillnetting. .

: George Meyer DNR Chief Hegotiator

n 1984 the tribes and the state could not reach
agreement on spring open water fishing and the
issue was left to be decided by the federal court. The

" court rtejected a specific tribal proposal but also
- clearly recognized the tribal tradition and right to

spear during the spawning . season. The court

" directed further negotiations which led to a 1984
. post spawning agreement which went: largely unex-

ercised by the tribes.

-Keeping in mind the'courts recognrtron of
_tribal spearing and-its direction to negotiate, the
Department and the tribes reached a- 1985 Spring

Spearing agreement. That season has just conclud-
ed. What has it shown the Department as far as the

_prospect for future spearing agreements? "

Let's ook at the biological ramifications frrst
tinder the terms of the negotiated agreement, the
tribes could have named 36:lakes to be speared,
they named 30. Of the 30 named lakes, only 18
lakes were opened for spearing. Of the 18, only 5 of

- the lakes were harvested to any significant degree -
. considering the size of the lake. While these five

lakes were significantly harvested by tribal spearers,

" no- permanent serious. adverse effects will’ result

from this one open waler spearing season.
However, the experience -of this season has

verified what was only prewously undocumented.
. speculation and_that is'that tribal spearing is a
" highly effectwe method of harvesting, in fact pro.

bably just as, if not more -efficient than, gilinetting

" which-is known to be a highly effective method of
*_harvesting fish. The data recently collected will be .

very useful in any further litigation in this matter.-

3 We have jearned that while the restrictions in this .
‘year 3 agreement were adequate to prevent perma-.

- Because of this,.
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George Meyer; chiel negotiator’ for the WDNR announced at a .
May press conference in Park Falls that spearing could never
be acceptable in northern Wisconsin, a conchision disputed by

nent serious adverse effects on any Wisconsin lakes,"

_ continued spearing on an annual basis on our inland

lakes will need vastly mare restrictive requlations
on spearing. |s a much more restrictive agreement

. likely? It is very unlikely. As one examplée, the Lac

Courte Qreilles Tribe did not open its six named
‘'spearing lakes because tribal members believed this
year's agreement was too restrictive, Another in-
dicator is that repeatedly during the course of their
spearing season, Lac du Flambeau Spearers stated
they wanted less regulations for future spearing.-To
meet the growing demands of tribal members, tribal
negotiators would have to negotiate for substantial-

ly less regulation. On the other hand, the Depart-

ment, in order to adequately protect fishing
resources, would have to negotiate for substantially
tighter requlation. Because of these factors, it is

~ highly unlikely that the State and the tribes can

reach further open water spearing agreements
which adequately protect on a long-term basls’
the fishery resources of northern Wisconsin. Ab-
sent an agreement between the tribes and the
Department on spearing regulations, the only alter-
native available to the State of Wisconsin would be
for the Department to adopt emergency Chippewa
spearing regulatrons As | have said earlier these
emergency regulations would have to be extremely
restrictive and therefore unpalatable to the tribes.

'~ Biological concerns, however, are not the only
major factor in making a decision on’ future tribal
spearing. Preservation of social-harmony between
Indians and non-Indians in northern Wisconsin is
paramount. The continuation of the exercise of the
treaty right t6 spear will lead to further major social
confrontation in northern Wisconsin. During the two
weeks of spearing that took place this year, there
were increasingly heated confrontations between In-
dians and non-Indians on several lakes,

. The major reason that those incidents did not-
erupt into major confrontations was because of the
massive number of state conservation wardens that

- were present who did an extremely professional job

in protecting the resource and preventmg confron

- tations.

For those of L usin’ the Department that were on’
those lakes, it is palnfully obvious that continued
spearing .will lead to greater and more organized
conflict on the lakes of naorthern Wisconsin. There is
no use in-any one pretending that the use of
spears for fishing game ﬂsh will ever be accep-

" tableé in the north.

Because of the long term biologrcal |mpacts of

" tribal apen water spearirig and becausé of the cer-

tainty of serious social conflict if it continues, it is

the position of the Department of Natural Resources

“that this practice should not continue in'the future.
However, this does not end the issue. Spearing

" is a treaty protected method of fishing for Chippewa
" . Indians. There is littie doubt that the fedral courts

will continue to reach that same conclusion. The-

treaty right of - spearing-is a property right that can-

not just be taken away from the Chippewa tribes:.
it is the recommendation of the
Department of Natural Resources that the State of
Wisconsin engage in negotiations with the Chip-
pewa tribes to compensate thé tribes. for their

- nonexercise of open water spearing in 1986. At the

. proper time, the negotiations should have a perma-
nent reach. The open water spearing of fish by Chip-

. pewa tribal members does not and cannot effective:

ly mesh into the biological, social and economic’
“framework. of- northern Wisconsin. Let's be candid

" and fecognize this now before more serious pro-

blems. develop

. Statement made by

George Meyer, Administrator

- Division of Enforcement

‘ rWrsconsm Department of Natural Resources

wExy

Jim Schlender Chairmag of the Voigt Inter- Triba! Task Force '

- Above are mambais of the Task Force,wlth DHR ot ﬂclals at the - '

press conference table LT

_both indicates no substantial damage was done to z

in the South when Black people exercised their| .

They ‘gave out fourteen citations,

The following is a response to tfie DNR’s con-{ .
clusions on the spearing agreement made In thef
form of a press release by GLIFWC Executive Ad-] .
mmistratory, Raymond DePerry. =~ =

ODANAH_ — Ray DePerry, Executive] -
Administrator of the Great Lakes indian Fith and] -
Wildlife Commission, -Odanah; condemned thef .
position taken by the Wisconsin Department: of] - -
Natural Resources (WDNR} in their statement onthe| .
spring treaty spearing season. DePerry: says thel: .
statement both indicated the WDNR’s: w:llrngness to] -
diverge from a biclogical evaluation of the spearing} -
season on the basis of scientific data and showed|
the DNR, through it's stated positon,is willing to
condone harrassment as an effective method for
non-Indian people to deprive flshermen__. of thelr
rights. :
~ DePerry feels the Iack of sound btologtcal data :
to support thé sweeping - statements made by

George Meyers, chief negotiator for the DNR, was O

illustrative of the fact that the DNR had:fo. valid} .
position, In fact, DePerry says the' DNR's statement

the resource and then calls.for "vastly more
restrictive regulations” in. the future, meanwhile}
giving no documentatlon no support .to erther
conciusion. Another seemrngly omniscient”
conclusion forwarded by Meyer was that spearing
“does not and cannot effectively mesh into the
biological...framewark of northern Wisconsin.™ but.
DePerry commented, he gives no reasons. DePerry
says he is concerned that now the DNR! blolog|sts
may have to find the data .to support their
negotiator's publically announced conclusions. ;
" However, what DePerry feels -is most|..
frightening about the DNR's current stance is the
assumption. that -public outcry is. a- sufficient and

obvious reasom to deny people the exercise of]

recognized rights, DePerry says Meyer s statements| ..
that spearing could ‘“‘never”  be accepted|

represented a prediction that George ‘Meyer cannot
and should not make. DePerry referred to incidents

rights to sit in the front of a bus, use public toilets or
vote. There was plenty of public outcry then, hel -

says, but it was not indicative that Blacks could] .

‘never’. be ‘accepted, or that publlc officials and| -
agencies should condone the reasoning behind the§
outcry...” find the DNR's acceptance of harassment] -
as a reason to discontinue treaty spearing totally
unjustrfrable and frightening.” he commented. "and{ *

that. type of thmkrng should gwe aII people cause o
think.”

DePerry also noted that there was consrderable o

effort on the part of people like Judge Tom Maulson}

in Lac du Flambeau to.keep the. peace and promote| . -
an orderly exercise of the spearing season. yet, hel
says, Meyer-gave them no credit nor thé GreatLakes
Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission wardens. whol - -
worked with the State wardens throughout the]. -
season.” “They worked extrernely long - hours.|
monitoring, regulating. " and' keeplng the peace.]
he said. “but the{- -
DNR only :acknowledges the efforts -of the State
wardens who also.did a magnificent. Jjob."™ L
- -Terming the DNR's press statement as'a show
of “bad. faith negouatlons DePerry said that the|. -

JDNR's offer for various types of compensations inj. .-

lieu. of spearing during the’ press conference was} -
“uncalled " for, viplated the principles :of good|-
negotiaticns, and undermlned the trust relatronshrp
between negotiators.”
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“TASK FORCE

Despite problems with negotlatlons .and reac-.
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FOND D(.l LAC CHIPPEWA

. Biolo ical data from creel eurveys and . ‘
 VOTESBACK - 8 X .'gm;;fg,n%;g:,e.::gg;r;.gg:;:g the spearing was | 4 "BINGO: ONE ROAD TO SELF —S(IFFICIENC Y
TO THE TABLE"' -RESULTS --?;?er?;goggit;at data by ell Kmeclek, niand g_-.=|=**********************************************************

" tlons to-the spearing season the Voigt Inter-Tribal =

'SPEARER

* NUMBER OF HUMBER OF

A 1000% growth in the past decade is How

) ) : Robert Peacack, Fond du L
Ny _ B . WALLEYE MUSK u Lac's executive ad-
Task. Force agreed upon their commitiment  to LAKE - " COUNTY. NIGHTS  ACREAGE  WALLEYE  POUMDAGE MUSKY Pounmgg ministrative. director describes the recent upswin
. hi . . . P d
return to the table to negotiate an.opedwater fishing ! Squiret . Gneide 12 1352 592 528 L2 15 £ in tribal devel -
The Task F Thursd f T R : aa . 36 620 " s s A evélopment on the Fond du Lac Reserva.
L _agreement e Task Force met Thurs ay after- 2 North Twin Vilas 36 . 1788 _ : s 7 tion in Minnesota. The Fond du Lac Band did i
noon. May 23, at the Radisson Inn, Duluth. 3 Tomahawk Oneida 66 Sae2 T any R 152 A
: “The Task Forcé had proposed earlier three 4 Flambeau Flawage - lon 5 13,545 a - R o ) fneggltggéd%ngo when their well-tun and carefully
. _poss:ble days for negottating sessions with the DNR [ 5 BgLake o vilas . 28 L - o o bi tngo games took off and made it with
. but had received no response, according to Task 6.Big S Germaine - Vilas 26 1617 ey 2 @ ¥ g lng?_ enthuslas::s mdth; arlea
: . Lac Vieun-Deser ilas ' S & 3 7 ast. year Fon u Lac grossed six million
" Force Chairman James Schlender. Schlender said 7. Lac Vieun-Desert , vile 1 el 99 , ‘ g
& Enterpase Longlsde T 505 . 168 271 o8 B ~' dollars in bingo receipts—those receipts have, in
that T;Iy 240\;asc}he tlaSt Dg;rtli?l tt}l_re:kp};opo:ed d:e;ys - 9 Pefican | Oncida 48 385 225 llew 24 LI i turn, been. chanelled bpack into the lrltfe to bolster
. Regardless of indications eTa orce perceiv- 10. Uppés Pos Langisde - 3 . 187 ' o o I 15 et 4 in ed ; i ices
.ed as an unwillingnéss of the DNR to neggtiate, Tom b Mt o . 01 s 10 o : - programs ldn education, socr_al services. health and
_Maulson, Lac du Flambeau representative, felt it 2 Puekeret - Forest e . a8 o R o 0 EC’OnOI"I"IltC e"et‘l?P”};e”z A Pllftufe of self- Qe”efalﬁd
was necessary to “institute back. to the table | 13 eigmescasic - Burneti 17 s 148 Comz o 9 - g PFOSIPEI'éy Onh e Fond du Lac Reservation is the
notion...and to get a definite response.” The Task = | 14 Yeliow Lake Burmeit 6 280 . 0. ‘o o s v, result, Bingo has provided an opportunity for the .
Force passed a motion to call for a return {o the [ 15 BigsandLake | Busnell 5 BT T T I 0 ¢ o tribe. as a whole, to be the big winner,
' table within an immediate time frame. 16. Upper Clom Lake Burnen 2 1207 o 0 S o ;j;_, - The current bingo, run in the gymnasmm on
' Schiender also expressed concern aver a letter 17. Big Round Lske Polk 12 105 g 66 2 54 < the reservation, is owned by the tribe “lock, stock 1
8. 8 - "Banon 322 oA 157 B s i el . : . i i : ]
from Governor Anthony Earl to Tribal Chairman 18. Sand Lak Basro u S -8 Fggdb?r::e]'s aFCCOéd:jntho .PesFOCk'bBUt like nl-'loslt Bingo offers an evening of fun, of chance, and a time to - will find a well- -organized, clean'and attractiveenvironmentfora
dated ‘May 17. Schlender feels the letter may in- TOTALS S _things. Fond du Lac's bingo began small. socjatize. Many players are regular bingo enthusiasts, others night out—and a good opportun!ty to bring home some
dicate  that the Voigt Task. Force and DNR TOTAL: : was fl_rst- runin a kitchen, then moved to the schoo!. come occasionally. Whichever the case may be, participants winnings!
~negotiators are being pre-empted from the 18 Lakes 346$purerﬂlghts 2788 ’ and finally moved to the large and modern gym- ' :

- negotiating process. The Task Force agreed that
Schiender should write to Tribal Chairman stating
) his concerns.-

On'other matters the Task Force passed amo- .

tion to provide support for Mille Lacs from the Voigt
Inter-Tribal Task Force and the Great Lakes Indian

‘Fish and: Wildlife Commission as they enter into !

4683 35 974

AIIegeanolat:ons—tQBB Chlppewa Speanng Season

{1) 17—possession of more than the legal limit of walleyes over 20"

2 3—possession of more than the total lega! limit of walleyes

nasium which can seat up to 600 people.

Peacock relates his early skeptism about the
bingo business. He says it lost meney for the first
three to four months, and he didn't think it was a
good idea. " could have been talked cut of it,”
relates with a smile on hls face glad today that he

--wasn 't.
: negotlatlng with the State of Minnesota.

The .Voigt Inter-Tribal Task Force will meet
agam on Wednesday, June 12, at Lac du Flambeau
© 10:00 a.m. to begin looking at the FY 86 budget.

James Schlender. Vaiql Inter. Tribal Task t’orce Chairman,

nuwmbers,

3) 2 waste of a natural resource
(4) 3—spea"ring ina stream '
53] 6—use of undemgnated boat landmgs

(6) 5—fishing in the closed season

(7) 3—operating a motorboat after sunset without boat lights

TOTAL: 39 Aileged Violations. OF the 39 alleged violations, 31 will be in tribal court and
8 in state courlt.

Three citations were issued to 2 non-Indians hazing Indian spearers. Two of the citations
were for reacting a hazardous wake and one for |mproper display of boat registration

SCHLENDER RESPONDS
“TO “BUY OUT” OFFER

'EAU. CLAIRE (€6 — The

" chief negotiator for the Chip-

pewa compares Indian treaty

. rights to an inheritance and

says he has strong reservations

"ghout a state “buyout" of those
rights,

‘Jim Schlender said that if the

tribe accepta state com.
' pensation for not spear-fishing,
| the solution *‘won't be cheap.
_angd it oert-amly won’ 't be
_forever.”
. Schlender told the Wtsconsm
Conservation Congreas Thur
sday that tribal councils had not

- made any .decigion on the

. _ Fond du Lac will also manage the bmgo opera .‘
_ _ deplahon," he said. “In April, tribal representatives met with WDNR tions. Peacock feels the key to successful bingo is’
B D_epartm'ent of Nat“_"’-"l- He said Indmns are judged by Me d that da . officials to listen to their comments and concerns. : good management and alsc feels that Fond du Lac, -~
- Resources’ _recent offer to. "4, )0 standard. Joha D. yer agree no damage ‘Following that meeting, the proposal was re- through its years of experience. has developed ex- .
discuss compensation in heu of pockefell h -toresources had occurredagthe |- submitted, with WDNR's _
| spring spearing, ockefeller’s heirs were not result of the treaty seasons but ] ith one modificatign-and the <

. He said, however that he had
“‘strong ~personal ' reservations

about accepting a "‘buyout’” that.

would affect unborn generanons
of Chippewas,

. “There's.a deep and ab:dmg_

| -~ concern that these r:ghts never
; _beaold,"he se:¢ L

-inheritance, he said,

Schlender later told reporters
that the - tribes would soon
respond to the DNR's offer ‘to
negotiate the issue.

George Meyer, DNR’s Chlef
negotiator, said the state had
not made any specific offers in
its proposal to negotiate,

"In his talk to the Congress,
Schlender compared treaty
rights to inheritance. Treaty
rights are property rights that
were passed on to the present

generation by the decisions and
-actions of t.heu- ancestors. he

said.

expected to redistribute 'their

He dismissed the efforts by
non-Indian groups to have ‘the
treaties ‘abrogated as ‘‘simple-
minded solutions to some very

complex problems.”
Schlender defended the In

dians’ record in hunting, flshmg
and trapping over the nine
temporary treaty seasons that
have been negotiated, saying
that no harm had come to the

.resources. He said the state had

enjoyed record deer harvests

‘the last two years despite early

concerns that treaty hunting

would decimate deer numbers, -
1t is in the Indians’ best interest -
not to harm the rescurces

through ovar-explmtatlon. he
said. :

“We're certainly not going to
abrogate our own rights through

. said state fish managers had
- determined, based on the results

of this year's spring spearing
season, that - further- spring

‘spearing seasons would require - .
regulation to .-
'prevent long-term d.amage to

more . - severe

fish populations.

“from The Ashland Daily Press June 1, 1985
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: L - growth for Fond du Lac. and each’ opportunlty to. -
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The tribes proposal for.the 1985 oft-reservation

treaty waterfowl hunting regulations are currently

being examined by the (.S, Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice (USFWS). The proposal contains guidelines for -

bag hm:ts and seasons on various species of water-

- The mteragency approach'_“towards
establ:shmg the off-reservation treaty waterfowl

: 'fowl

. hunt has required a rather lengthy procedure, begin--
' ning with the submission of an initial proposal to. ~
. both the USFWC and the Wisconsin Department of -

Hatural Resources (WDNR) in March, 1985.

. concerns attached, to the USFWS. WDNR and the
MISSISSIpp] Flyway Council in May. '

The proposal will be printed in-the spring

federal register ‘and will be' open for public comment-_ -
in June, 1985. The Mississippi- F]yway Councrl_ '

evaluation is scheduled. for July.

' Final approval of the proposal by the (JSFWS U
- and possible madification is anticipated in August.”
1985 ‘as is a meeting with WDNR to reach agree:. -

E‘lenl on enforcement}and admmlstratlon of the-.
‘hunt. -'

plemented by September. 1985. Both Tim Andryk.

- GLIFWC  wildlife biologist ~and ~David Siegler. .-

. busses for the tribe’'s school,
“elderly feeding programs, provided jobs, assisted

- Bingo is managed through a tribally run cor-

poratiocn, Peacock says that Fond du Lac’s current

management skills were learned bagth through atten.
ding seminars and through trial and error.

developed on-reservation utilizing stafi,
As bingo began to become a money-making

~ aperation for Fond du Lac. the atmosphere on the
-reservation also began to change—for the better.

Bingo monies have helped equip headstart. provide
have assisted in the

with the tribe’s clinic. contributed to cultural events
and historic preservation projects. and perhaps

‘most importantly, have been re-invested into further

economic development. As Peacock says, bingo

_revenue has taken up the slack in federal program
-Cutbacks,

" The massive gymnasium becomes érowded with players of all
ages, heads bent watching their bingo cards, The game attracts’

Small balls bearing the namber for each call are selected and

shown on tetevislon screens located on.the gymnasium walls,

The .
‘“management company was begun in 1982 and.

The Fond du Lac Binge usually features over thirty games per
evening. Following each game, the floor crew returns te the
counter with money collected irom each round of games. The
Bingo is always well-staffed with people present on the floor to

people from around the surrounding communities of Duluth

and Superior well as from the Minneapolis area,

Before the games begm customers purchase their b:ngo cards

. at the counter above. Additional cards can also be purchased .

~ discussing the *

- answer questlons. help with the game or serve relreshments,
Good tight management of the bingo games have made it a suc-
cessful operalion for the tribe . .

The Iargest and rriost exciting’ thrust towards '

further economic development for’ the tribe rests,

again, on a bingo venture—this time in partnership

with the city of Duluth.

Peacock says the tribe and the city offlmals :
~ have worked jointly on the development of the cur-
- rent bingo project since the onset. Originally, Fond
du Lac threw out the ideas to the city “itc see what
Peacock explams They began - .
‘ins and outs” of the venture and -

came up with-a concrete plan after rnany ]omt p!an -
" ning sessions, i

they thought of it,”

.The  bingo, to be located in the old Sears

building in downtown Duluth, represents_ a . five

million dollar project, with Fond du Lac comemitting

itself to 214 million for the renovation and develop-

ment of the building and the city of Duluth putting

~in another 2'/2 m:]lnon for the construction of the
- parking lot. - ]
S The agreement allows for 25%2% of the profit
to go to Fond du Lac, 24'2% 1o go to the city of.
Duluth, and the other 50% to be re-invested into the -
area, including the reservation, for further develop. . .
ment. A board for economic development will make
_investment decisions. The seven-member board will

have four representatives from Fond du Lac and_:

three from Duluth,

-pert management capablllues when it comes to-
.bingo.

- An mtegral part of Fond du Lacs effectwe

“there remains so much. need

the needs~ of the "

'ﬁr**ﬁfr*ﬁ fr*ﬁ:*ft

.~ durlng the course of the evening. Staff Is polite. fr!endly and .
. T . ' | . GUFWC policy analyst. -have attended several’ Numbers are both called out’ verbally and shown on the ready to help _ _ _
Co- Edltors/Writers ......... e s e e S EEER PR IR ,-.Wal’r Bresetre, SueErlckson _ meetings with various agencies and have been_in- | screens. : i . S
Tupist. .......... ARSI R RN PEIXRTEET ety .Lynn Spreutels strumental in the formulation of the proposal. .

-—

- - management .is the committment found among- !
. tribal leaders and the tribe’s people “to make it.” to -.
_-make it themselves and in so deing. to serve the .
_needs of the tribe. As Peacock noted. despite the -
" “tremendous strides. '
" We just keep chipping away a bit at a time.” ..
. .Recognition of tribe’ s' '
- people—young and old—remains the impetus to-
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"+ Economic 'develo_pment'- is paramount to ‘the -
Fond du Lac Tribe because that is what provides the

N ' THE BUSINESS SCENE

basis for supporting necessary human services, for.
‘providing jabs, and for allowing positive options to

" tribal members. .Consequently, Fond 'du Lac is -

- always looking for and evaluating néw business ven-.
Ttures. T - : DR

- Presently, the tribe 'ri.u.'is"t‘wo business, the Fond "

du LacManpufacutring Company and the Fond du

Lac . Construction : Company - besides the. bingo -

. operation, both attesting to their entrepeneurship
~.and determination to “make it ga.’ ;| - o

" Fond du Lac

. One witness of this determination is the Fond
du Lac Manufacturing Company which has been in
operation for about ten years. For five of those years
the company has held a contract for the production
of combo-unit furnaces for Yukon. '

By-in-laige, - Fond du - Lac . Manufacturing
speciatizes " in light metal manufacturing, and

~ mainline -products have been. pdstal vendor con-
tainers, waste containers, and even ornamental rail-

ings. The company is seeking a contract with the

" federal government to supply light metal com-
ponents for the military and/or postal service cur-
rently. . o S

_Probably the most exciting and innovative pro-

. “duct of the FLM is its gasification-unit, which uses

. renewable resoufces such as wood chips, to produce
a gas which can be used in ways comparable to L.P.
_ gas. The idea, of course, is to make use of what may
otherwise be considered waste products. The com-

" . pany is-presently exploring the use of peanut shells - '

_in the gasification unit for a small African country
which has few resources beyond mounds and
. mounds of peanut shells, - - ' _

" Bob Peacock, the tribe's executive ad-
ministrator, says the.design was taken from the
library., and the idea has been around since pre-
WWI. but few have taken advantage of it. He says

three other outfits have produced gasification units, -

but without the success experienced by Fond du

~The FLM employs six people in the off-season,
 upto 20 during the on-season and has had as many
_ - as sixty working on government contracts,

Opening up the-St. Louis River area for tourism
is an idea Fond du Lac is considering for the future.
Working with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, Minnesota Power Company, the Corps-of
Engineers, and the Great Lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission, the tribe would like to look at
the possibilities of stocking the St. Louis with brook

trout, brown trout or possibly salmon. They are in

the process of daing a feasibility study as well as
. looking at the establishment of a hatchery for native
- fish. The tribe can envision the area as being open

for sport fishing and recreaticnal activities such as

- canoeing.

'MANUFACTURING

The Fond du Lac Manufacturing Company specializes in lléht
metal work. They have worked under a contract to produce fur-

JUSSEE S

naces for Yukon and have also been producing postal vendors

and waste containers.
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© Above, crew weld the side of large waste  container.

' FOND DU LAC CONSTRUCTION:

HOMES, SCHOOLS,

'ROADS

Another tribally run business is the Fond du

Lac Construction Company, which employs five full-

time workers and up to 45 seasonal workers. The

company has built 200 homes on the reservation, as -

-well as' made roads, bridges, warehouse buildings

- and the clinic.

- The construction company more-or-less
materialized as a result of several concurrent
phenomena. For one, two programs in the area of-.

- fered vocational training in heavy equipment and
carpentry through the Staples Training-Program .

~ which is jointly funded by the tribe and the State.
- This training, coupled with the “do-it-yourself” spirit

- pool in the area, provided the impetus in 1981 toob-

at Fond du Lac and the presence of a manpower

‘| with the tribe. This is -evidenced everywhere: thef

* {students about throughout the day; the new gym:-

. which houses binge at night, is faithfully restored
"-1back to a large and useable gym following ever
“Ibingo game. All the chairs, all the rows of tables. )]

.-when children arrive during the day, the facility is
“lclean and ready for basketball,

new Fond du kac Ojibway School: the bright and
cheery headstart room; school buses busily carrying

nasium built with bingo proceeds. The gymnasium,

the scrap and waste of bingo activities disappear, so

volleyball and{.

‘1games.

.. After every bing'o game, the tables, chairs and protective floor

covering are removed so the entire gymnasium is clean and

. ¢lear for the use of youth, The gymnasium is used daily both by~ -
: - the high school
. Headstart.

phy ed classes and by the Fond du Lac

“Education is our primary
concern,’” The Fond du Lac
Bingo Commission. -

DERBEREREDEVEREORRENE:
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Students find a place for '.qulet study in the well-equf ped

. Flibr_ary of the Fond du Lac Ofibway School. In 1985 the sthool

- administrators,
‘members, the school became accredited by the

. The Fond:du Lac Ojibway .School - serves

students from grades 7-12. It evolved originally-asa
~survival school answering the needs of youth who
y| were dropping out of public school, under-achieving
- and unable to find success within the school system.

- However, with the efforts of a dedicated staff of
teachers and supportive tribal -

North Central Association of College and Schoots in
‘1984 and in. 1985 received the North Central
"Award of Excellence.” The school served 74

© students in 1985, offering a curriculum which is

heavy on the basics with a cultural emphasis.
Fond du Lac’s Diréctor ot Education, Don

-Wiesen and the school’s principal, Ambia Finley,
bofh agree that the ability to positively reinforce the

students’ cultural identity and maintain strong-

" home contacts make the difference between suc-

cess and failure for many of the tribe's youth. One
example of the difference was a student who
transferred from the special education classes in
Duluth Public School and graduated with a 4.0

average from the Fond du Lac Qjibway School. She -

continued on to the University of Minnesota, Duluth
and maintained a 4.0 average there in bio-medical

“research. Support from the tribe and a sense of

place and self can, and does. and has. made the dif-
ference. '

The school will take no more than 20 students
per grade level, as it's aim is to offer an individualiz-
ed and flexible education to its students, allowing
for maobility. The curriculum offered and designed
by the school, entitied “individual Competency Bas. -
ed. Culturally-Oriented Curriculum” is unique to the .
school and seeks to promote advancement at an in-
dividual rate while providing cultural identity. As
Finley relates cultura)l aspects are inter-woven
throughout the entire school day. '

Besides the basics of math, science, history and
English, the school offers computer classes, bil-
ingual classes, arts and sports with a full range of

‘received the North Centra) Association’s “Achievement.of Ex-
cellence Award™ in recognition to the high quality 6f education

being offered at the school.
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elections, S_I:JC.h as fa_riﬁ'ily planhing[_ 'éarpéhiry. (‘I)'ji_b"—_' _

One of the primary goals of the s'r;:hoo.l h-as been

———————— YOUTH_ PRIMARY CONCERN

way . costume and. beading and communication ..
cskilts. . . . . -

to teach respect, says Finley, respect for teachersas )

well as self-respect. Jimmy Jackson, the tribe's

spiritual leader, has been instrumental in working =

with the students, Finley says, and in relaying a
sense of respect as well as culture. In conjunction -
with this, Finley says the school has noticed a

decline in alcohol and drug abuse problems, which

have been minimal in the school. , :

- With the successes of the school to date, the.
tribe is looking towards establishing a school for the
elementary grades-another project for the future.

The Fond du.lac Headstart, housed in the

spacious basement of the school; is run by Marilee
‘Benkoski, who has directed the program, first as a -

pre-schoo! then as a Headstart, for nine years.: Cur-

. rently, the program serves 74 three to five year olds.

The Headstart runs double sessions five days a
week. Similar to the high school, the Headstart
works on the basics but also maintains a strong
cultural orientation. The Chippewa language is
taught to the children by foster grandparents and
reinforced through flannel stories. . . '

The Headstart uses the nationally accepted Por-
tage Checklist for Development Assessment on
each child and maintains an Individual Education.
Plan (1.F.P.) on each. They also do a comprehensive

~ health screening through the Fond du Lac Clinic.

Benkowski is anxious to express her gratitude
to the Bingo Commission for the support they have:
given the Headstart Program. Bingo, she says, pays
for the training of her staff, has provided the

“playground equipment, two buses and given a life.

time endowment for furnishings. She says, the
Bingo Commission also provided funds to support
the program for over a year when no qther funding

was available. -

i

. Dr. Sue Rybicki, dentist for the Fond du Lac Clinic, checks for .
" cavities. Rybicki has worked for the clinic for.twe years and
maintains office hours five days a week. . o

The Fond du Lac Clini¢, soon to have new and
more comodious accommeoedations, is a tribally-run

R

~clinic offering complete medical and dental service .-
to community members, it is run through the Reser- -
‘vation Business Committee. .~ . .
. The Clinic, managed by Phil Norrgard. Director
- of the Health Department, maintains a staff of one
doctor, two Family Nurse Practioners. one dentist
and two dental assistants; -~ -~ . . T .0
_ The tribe also maintains a Community Health
. Mursing Program under the Depariment of Health
which provides health education and nursing ser- ' -

- tain a contract for 50 H.{.D. units on the reservation
and the establishment of a three.year apprentice
|- .program-in construction.’ - R
- In five years the company has built 13 million
dollars worth of homes and empioyed up 10 Skly"
people. The current season sees Forid du Lac Cof
~ struction locking at a heavy work schedule with
~-new homes to build, waterlines to lay, two roadsto .~ -
“put down, and thirty well and septic units to instalk e
-+ . ‘Besides working on the reervation, the com
* pany has done work for other surrounding towns 2s
well as work for Ma Bell, On the reservation, thead .
- ministration building, 2 nice-looking and extremely -
. ‘efficient building, boasts of their skills, as do?_s'fhe .
" Fond du Lac Ojibway School. Besides providind..
- well-built and conveniently designed buildings an
homes for the reservation, the Fond. du LBC_'_CO"' o - B
struction Company turns - a profit. for thg_ , ., e e
- tribe—another plus for economic development.an +.In the clinic’s compact laboratory. are staff Harlen Whitling,
- - for further uplifting life on the res. ' R : R-N..!’V\TS.,_ seated, and Phyllis Kultala, L.P.N., fereground. 'ﬁ!p_.--

- viceinthe homes. .- 77 T T DT
- -« There is -also available services for the han. - :.
' dicapped ‘which has installed wheelchair. ramps .in
reservation buildings,- special bathroom units and -
~equipment such as canes or special phones for the - -
deaf: The Office for the Handicapped,.run by Vivian ... -
- .Wuollet, has received donaticns from. the tribe as
well as raises
T _ S dinners:
" clinic Is run through a contract with the Indian Health Services: -

which allows students to learmn and advance based oﬁ Inﬁlvfdual '
_competencies while also ‘providing cultural relnforcermeant
throughout the school day. - T

monies from special bingo's ‘and =

_"The Fond du Lac Ojibway Scheol, built by the Fond du Lac Con-.
" struction Company, offers a high quality and versatile educa- -
tion to students from grades 7-12, It features a curriculum °
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MASH KA—WISEN
TREATMENT CENTER

The Mash Ka Wlsen Treatrnent Center on the.
. Fond du Lac. Reservation offers' treatment for .
: atcohol and drug abuse to Indian people with a pro-
_ gram geared to the Indian culture and sensitivity. It
* is the first. Indian-owned and:operated treatment .
‘center in the nation and serves lndlan people :

throughout the mid-west,

: Mash-Ka-Wisen Treatment Center was butlt on
land donated by the Fond du Lac tribe. land which
. was formerly a park and campground area, :

The history of the Fond du Lac Band of Chip-
" pewa like that of other Ojibway Bands harkens five
to six hundred years when these woodland people
first began to settle in the Great Lakes area follow-
_ing a migration from the Atlantic sea coast. As the
- following history relates the people of the Fond du
..Lac Band followed a pattern of living which focused
. on Harvesting available seasonal foods. Families .
- moved with the seasons from rice beds, to hunting .
. areas, to sugar bush in the spring. The sketch pro-
-" vides a brief look at the history and early culture of

'__ the Fond du Lac Band: .

T

When the first French travelers made contact in

- the seventeenth century, the Indians were known as

—

~ differences, the term

“outchiboac.” Through spelling and pronunciation
“Chippewa’” was used in the
“United States. and "Ojibwe” was used in Canada.

“Anishinabe,’ or ongmal man, is \vhat the Indians
called themselves.

The term Chippewa tnbe refers to the Indians
living around the Great Lakes who had similarities
in- customs, language, beliefs, and lifestyles.
Despt_te_ these commonalities, the Chippewa were
never a close knit political group. but were indepen-
dent Jocal grotips known as “"Bands.” Bands were
‘made up of clans and families, Each clan had a sym-
bol which was taken from nature. This symbol was
called a “dodaim” or totem. Clans included the
bear, crane, catfish, moose, eagie and loon clans.
Membership in a clan was and still is inherited and

.passed down through generations via the father.
Marriage was strictly forbidden between clan -

members and; in former times, was punishable by
death. [n present times, even though the Indian per-

son is separated from the clan by many years or

miles, he/she stil) belongs to that fmlly aroup of the
same totem.

‘The family group usually included direct famlly
‘'members, such as the husband, wife and children,
along with extended family members living in the
‘household; such as ¢ousins, in-laws, or other blood
. 'and non-blood relatipns. Each family was separated
- from' its neighboring group by the fofest. The

~ livelihood of each family depended on nature and

the resourcefulness of the family members.
- Searching for food was the major task of the
famlly and no matter what the season, they spent

~much of the day in collecting and preparing food

~and medicines. Dependence upon the environment
- for food and shelter meant developing a greater.
the

awareness and protective - attitude toward
natural resources.- In food gathering, as in all life

functions, the Chippewa maintained a profound

respect for'the natural worid. The first portlons of all

that was gathered, whether fish, maple sap, rice or -

-other food or medicine, was offered to the spirits.

Food gathering also involved moving from place to--

place as the seasons changed.

A Ieader through the hard years and through the many growing
pains, Chairman Willlam Houle, can be proud- of the numerous
accompllshments that his trlbe has made in the past decade.

'Giving a lecture at the Mash-Ka-Wisen Treatment Center is the

very versatile executlve manager of the tribe, Robert Peacock.
o

FON DDU LAC
ANISHINABE

‘TIMES PAST

In the winter, families hunted deer, moose and
bear for food. The bow and arrow, and later the gun,
‘was used for hunting. Other hunting methods in-
cluded animal calls, rapping, and hunting by tor.
chlight. Some meat was eaten right away, but the
majority of it was cut into strips and dried over a
slow fire for storage. Rabbits, muskrats, beaver, ot-
ter, pigecns, ducks and geese were also hunted.
With the shrinking of the forests and the animal
habitats, the dependence on wild-game has shifted
from primary to supplementary importance, During
the hunting times, there was less contact between
family groups and more time spent gathering food.

In the spring when the snow began to melt,
several family groups gathered together in a sugar
camp. Each camp, or village, had a Headman from
one of the families. Headman, or chief, ‘was a
hereditary position. Each family also had hereditary -
rights to certain sections of the sugar bush, as well
as to certain ricing areas later in the year. Disputes

- arose over sugafing or ricing rights and were settled

by the chief of the band. The sap gathering and
preparation was Hard work but there was always

. time for socialization or recreation. Maple sap was

collected through wooden taps into birchbark con-
tainers and processed into sugar for storage. Maple

sap i5 still collected and prepared today in the same

way although the equipment used is no lenger bir-
chbark. .After sugaring was done, the vtliage broke
up and each family went its own way |n search of
food thréughout the summer.

- In September, the families .gathered mto

-villages again for ricing. Wild rice was a valuable
- staple crop to ‘Indians in Minnesota. Wars were’

fought over rights to rice. Rice harvesting was usual:
ly done by the women, two to a canoe. The woman
in the back of the canoe did the poling and the
woman in front harvested the rice with a stick made
specifically for the purpose. Rice was dried in the

_sun, parched over a fire and the hulls removed by
‘waiking on it over a birchbark mat. Rice is stiil

harvested and prepared in this way except that bir-

- chbark utensils are not used.

- Fish was- another important staple and was
¢aught in all seasons. Late summer was the harvest
fishing season as. the fish was dried for storage.
Hooks, lines, nets and night spearmg from a canoe

. were methods used to catch fish.

He knows what Itis to have goals and dreams and is willing to S
. Impart his enthusiasm to others.

EEEE -

Regardless of the season family members
learned that sharing resources and burdens was a

necessary fact of life and that survival of individuals-
depended on the survival of the group. Although

there were specific roles played out by individuals
who were encouraged to develop 3 strong sense of
self, the group identity, preservation, and the notion
of interdependence was paramount. When families
gathered into 'villages, the people enjoyed many
sports and recreational activities, Gambling games,
such as the moccasin game and lacrosse were very

popular. Dancing, both ceremanial and social, took .

place. Storytelling was not only for entertainment
but served the pu rpose of teaching values and more

. behavior, .
The French contact altered the huntmg f:shmg _
economy of the Chippewa through the introduction

of the fur trade economy. The villages became year
round residences as traditional hunting skills were

~ utilized to trade for manufactured goods.

The English influenced the Chippewa in a dif-
ferent way than did the French. Where the French

became allies of the Indian through the adoption of - -

language and lifestyle and through intermarriage.

the English maintained- business contacts and in-

terfered little with the Indian lifestyle,

The westward movement for farmland ac.

quisiton resulted in a series of treaties between the
United States and the Chippewa. The La Pointe
Treaty of 1854 was the last principal treaty of this.

* series. This treaty resulted in the cessation of 25%

of the land areas in M;nnesota. Wisconsin and

- Michigan. Fond du Lac Reservation was established

by this treaty with a landbase of 100,000 acres.

Since the mid-1960's federal Indian policy has -

encouraged greater self-determination and préser-
vation of cultural identity of Indian communities.
Through this policy tbjective, Fond du Lac has
assumed greater responsibility for management and
operation of many programs. Traditionally controll-
ed by the federal governiment in the areas of health,
social services, education and business.

There is still a long way to go in order to
-achieve full independence as a sovereign peoptle for.

the Fond du Lac Band of Chippewa. With the sup-
port, assistance and committment of the Indian

people, Fond du Lac Reservation will continue to
make the transition. .

FOND DCI LAC ADMINISTRATION

The Fond du Lac Tribe is run by the Reservatlon

. Busingss Committee, with members elected every
“two years i staggered elections. Each term runs
.. four years to encourage continuity. Three districts, .
.. Clequet,
_.represented by one committee member and the
- Chairman and Secretaryﬁreasurer are elected at
farge: .
.~ Fond du. Lac has mamtamed a tnbal court: since -
* the mid-1970's. The tribal judge is currently Judge -
7' Pat O'Brien;, who has retired from the 8th District .
- Court. The court has handled game violations-and

Brookston, and . Sawyer, are each’

dealt with election law, but is also currently working
with the Indian Child Welfare Act \vhtch will expand

" its autherity and duties.

The tr:be maintains Department of- Natural .

Resources and Forestry, employ:ng one forester (a
BIA ‘employee) and three active wardens besides
having three foresters in training. Fond du Lac

wardens are crossdeputized with the State of Min- -
_ nesota and the BIA. The Department manages the

timber crop as, well as the deer heard and wild rice
,cfop..

‘ting, fishing or gathering. If a tribal' member is in |

need -of deer. for subststence the tribe will elther
issite him/her a permit or cull the herd for the in.

- dividual. The tribe is in the process of negotiating -

- with the State of Minnesota on treaty right hunting
and fishing, but seeks to avoid court action and

negative publicity.if possible, They hope to wark out

an agreement on monitoring and conservation.

- . =T

Currently the tribe has no off-reservation hun T

=1

| B r]th the Lake Superior Committee on the Great|
s | ¥
i

" |behalf of GLIFWC.

. |studies on the predator-prey relationship in lake|

. |tribes a voice at the policy-making level.

lerucial and wilt remain constant voting member-

GLIF wc SEEKS
-VOTING STAT(IS

" Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commis-
sion formally requested a full voting membership

akes Fishery Commission at their annual meeting

Niagara Falls, Ontario in May. Both Raymond]|-
DePerry, GLIFWC Executive Director, and Tom
Busiahn, GLIFWC Chief Biologist, atte_nded on

- ‘Busiahn has been active with the Lake Trout
Technical Committee of the Lake Superior Com-|
|mittee for over three years and has presented his

trout as part of the technical committee’s study of
jJa lake trout rehabiiitation program. Although}
GLIFWC participation at the technical level is

ship in the Lake Superior Committee will give

The Great Lakes Fishery Commission Is an in-
ternational organization with representation from
both Canada and the United States. Their focus is
the cooperative management of the Great Lakes,
Below is @ copy of the address presented by '
DePerry to the GLIFWC,

3 '.'STATEMEHT PRESENTED AT THE GREAT LAKES

FISHERY COMMISSION ANNUAL CONFERENCE
N NIAGARA FALLS, ONTARIO, CANADA '

" MAY 6-9,1985

By: Raymond DePerry, Executive Administrator

The rights for tribes to be a principal user, if not
a primary ane, of the fishery resources extend back

" to the days when a series of treaties between the
. United States and the Chippewa Tribe retained our

rights to hunt and fish in our usual and accustomed

_places. This did not mean that we could therefore

. ment of sithermen. where up to $20. 000 worth of

run rampant in the exercise of these rights, but
rather it put the burden on us to become effective
_managers of the fishery resources. Throughout
many hard and difficult years in the exercise of
these meaningful rights, tribes, in cooperation with
numerous federal state, and provincial agencies,

" have made some considerable progress in develop-

ing sound comprehensive conservation pro-
grams—flshenes being just one of them

It is true that trabes are late comers to the
f:shery management system that we have all come
to know today-—this currently isn't a fault of

. Own-—yet, we are now the primary managers of a

large portion of the harvest in the three upper Great
Lakes '

..for tribal organizations- such as

ours must be. seated -at the saime table

where hard line policies and decisions are
set and made concer'ning the fishery

- management of the lakes...”

— _gmond DePerry

Since early 1982 when six Lake Superior Chip- -

pewa Bands were faced with the concern of arapidly
expanding tribal fishery on the Great Lakes, we have
more than adequately addressed the challenges that’
were put to us. Those six Chippewa Bands formed
the Great Lakes Indian Fisheries Commission, the
predecessor to GLIFWC. Yet despite these gains, |

am deeply wofried about the future of our tribal -

member's treaty protécted fishing rights. 1 am-deep-

ly pained that everytime that we have raised ques-

tions or objections about lake trout stocking pat-
terns, we have been assured that tribal representa-
tion on the lake trout technical committee wouid
allow our concern to be adequately addressed, Gur
biologists have enthusiastically participated on the-
lLake Superior Lake Trout Technical Committee,
and they have contributed significantly to the com.

mittee’s biological plan for lake trout rehabilitation,

Now | find that some of those same governmerital
agencies that have been cooperative, have now
locked horns over this serious issue, especially
when records show that stocking has been directed .

_ toward areas with active sport fisheries and away
-from areas with active treaty fisheries. We have in

the past expressed strong dissatisfaction with this

lake trout stocking patterns in {.5, waters of the up-

per lakes.

We believe the tribes stand to benefit greatly
over the long run from the success of lake trout
rehabilitation. In a few, decades, the annual tribal
harvest from Lake Superior could conceivably ap-
proach ‘one million pounds of native lake trout
under a fair harvest altocation scheme, but, oniy if
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1) the lake trout forage base is restored, 2) lamprey )
“control technology improves, 3) barren spawnmg e

reefs are repopulated, and 4) total take trout catch is

controlled durmg the |n£ertum

“In conclusion on_this parttcular subject, we .

o believe that rehabilitation can progress only jf all -

fisheries are adequately controlled. and if stocking -

. is planned on a biological basis. We wil! continue to-

observe and comment on other.agencies’ commit-
ment to lake trout rehabilitaiton; we will continueto
actively participate as co-managers in the fishery
management system and we will continue  to
monitor those activities that affect our mterests in-
Lake Supernor

On a significantly related other matter, | have:
written Executive Secretary Fetterolf on behalf of

GLIFWC, requesting full membership on the Lake .
"Superior Committee. | also understand our sister

organization, The Chippewa-Ottawa Treaty Fishery
Management Authority (COFTMA), has done
likewise for Lake Superior, Lake Michigan and Lake

Huron, These, ladies and gentlemen, are serious re-

quests, and rightfully so, for tribal organizations

- such as ours must be seated at the same table where

hard line policies and decisions are set and made
concerning the fishery management of the lakes I

_have mentioned.

| marvel at the orgamzattonal genius of the
governments of the United States and Canada;
those of the states of Washington and Oregon and
those tribal governments in the northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission and the Cotumbia River inter-
Tribal fisheries Commission in putting together the

- latest document in international fishery manage-

ment: {.5.-Canada Salmon Interception Treaty. A
remarkable piece of legislative work because in this
document it provides for all affected parties to the _.
salmon management concern, to sit as equals when
discussing and deciding the salmon management
plan. 1 ask you, the Great Lakes Fishery Com-
misison: Why can't we do that here? When do we
start? How do we begin? Must we wait the same

-amount of jong laborious years it took for the

U.S.-Canada treaty to become a reallty" ] snncerely
hope not. - .

The Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa officially join-

“ed the ranks of the Great Lakes Indian Fish and

‘Wildlife Commission at their meeting on May 23 at

the Radisson Inn, Duluth. Representing Mille Lacs
- was Don Wedl. :

Deputy Admmlstrator Mary Kaupp|la presented |

- astatus report on the ‘85 contract, which is awaiting . §
" final approval by the Bureau of indian Affairs. The

Board of Commissions alse unanimously approved .

the adoption of a budget process plan which will
facilitate the formation of the FY 86 budget for the

Commission. The plan calls for the formation of a
. budget committee, composed of the Voigt Task

Force Chairman and the Fish Committee Chairman,
with GLIFWC executive director sitting.in as a non-
-voting ex-officio member. It also requires the
budget process to begin tmmedlately with ‘the
preparation of a draft budget “taking into account

. the goals and priorities of the committees and needs

identified by staff department heads.”
Commissioners heard reports from the Voigt

~ Task Force and the Fish Committee as well as divi-
. sion reports from GLIFWC department heads:.

BIOLOGICAL DIVISION—Tom Busiahn up-
dated Commissioners on the surveys being perform-
ed on the Fence Lake Chain as well as the deer pellet.

" surveys on Lac du’ Flambeau and Bad River reserva-

. tions. A number of temporary workers, including six”
aides, have been hired to help with the deer surveys;

. .one creel clerk for on-reservation surveys and three:

creel clerks assisted with spearing surveys. An aide

‘will be hired to help sample fish in Michigan waters -

near Keweenaw Bay and two aides will help inven-
tory wild rice in northwestern Wisconsin.’

" Busiahn reported difficulty in obtaining a truck
- for field work, hence requiring staff to use personal

- . vehicles for work which may damage them. He also

_teported a projected. shortfall in biological trave)

" budget due to travel expenses incurred while pérfor-

- ‘ming field. work. Busiahn plans to cutback on the
Eurchase of computer equlpment to stay within his
ud et,

g'ENF'ORCEMEI\IT Mike Cardlnal GLIFWC
~ Chief Warden; provided a synopsis of enforcement.
‘activities. A manual for the wardens has been
_Prepared and is awaiting final approvat. Cardinal ex-
‘pressed concern over current problems with harass.

damage has been done to equtpment The scope of

MILLE !LACS JOINS GLIFWC

The GLIFWC Board of Commissioners met at the Radisson inn,
_ Buluth on May 23. Besldes welcoming Mille Lacs as a forma)

GLIFWC enforcement authoTity has earlier been

- defined - as. enforcement -of the tribal ordinances;
. Cardinal explained. Lacking cross-deputization with. - -
county sheriff's.departments in some cases and with

the State, the enforcement staff has been limited in
its ability to investigate these instances of harass-
ment. The Commission passed a motion-to approve
expanding the warders’ authority to include the

ability to investigate matters. of harassment and

destruction of property. -

- POLICY ANALYST—David Stegler
Analyst,

ed the Great Lakes Ptotection Act, the national fish
‘hatchery system legislation and the Endangered -
Species _Act, which has proposed amendments

_ limiting the ability of. Indians to take -endangered ~

‘species on the reservations. The tribes’ proposal for

‘the harvesting of migratory birds is currently under
. review,: according to Siegler, and is “moving in a
"generally favorable direction.” He also reported that
. a survey is being taken -on the involvement of
various- tribes in envnonmenlal issues in order to -

better consider the relatlonshlp of treaty rlghts to
' envlronmental protechon '

Policy -
updated * Commissioners on current . -
legislative measures relating to fish and resource .
' management which may, affect tribes. These includ--

member of the Commission, the Board listened to reports fiom -
the various divisions of GLIFWC, Above Chlef Biologist Tom
" Buslahn reports on biclogical servlces _ ) .

PUBL[C lHFORMATIOH—WaIt Bresette, Dlrec

“tor of the Public Information Office reported on the .

resolution recently passed by the Wisconsin
Realtors- Association to form a new. presidential -
commission to. solve the Indiarn problems and -
related it to the anti-treaty network and series of
similar resolutions which are being passed by -

'various organizations around the country. Bresette .
‘has taunched a Campaign for. Tribal Survival and -

‘Qperation Understanding to help counteract the ef
fect of those resolutions,

Bresette has also proposed the development of -
.3 Wisconsin Indian Political Action Committee
(WINPAC) as an adjunct to an organization called

- the Wisconsin Congress of American Indians, which -
* 'would be comprtsed of all-Wisconsin tribal council: -

. members. He will be ineeting with Wisconsin Inter

- _Tribal Council to discuss the idea on May 30th..

A priority for the .PlO, said Bresette is the- o

" ‘opening up of commumcattons Wlth mernber trlbes _

in Michigan.. - |

The ‘next meetmg of the GLIFWC Board of -
Commtssmners will be scheduled at the GLIFWC -
Annual Conference to be. held at Houghton'-_ ._
M|chtgan on July 26.28. .
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I AM A REALTOR

| * * lPledge Myself . SR

PASS S/SPAWN
~RESOLATI ON

-WISCOHSIN DELLS—-—The Wlsconsm Realtors

Association has adopted an anti-treaty resolution

following twenty minutes of testimony. The action
© took place at-their May quarterly meeting at the
: Chula Vista Resort.

Speaking for the resolution was Jack. Sorenson

- of Equal’ Rrghts for. Everyone (ERFE). Speaking in

opposition was Walt Bresette of the Great Lakes In-

-

" In response to Mr. Conley’s editorial com.

. ments in the May, 1985 jssue of Qutdoor Life,

Richard Nordquist, student at Mt, Senario Col-
lege, Ladysmith, WI, wrote the comments
which follow, refuting several of: Conleys

s statements:
~The resolution to form a: presidential com-|

mission as well as resolutions seeking Con.
gressional action to re-negotlate, re-work or

“|revise Indian treaties are all supported and

sponsored by groups whose intentions are the

- |abrogation of treaty r!ghts for tribes across

thls nat!on.

- reservaion but, for examples, on
reservations in this vicinity there is just one store on

- To protect tho indi wdual rlght of real aslure ownershrp
e nnd to ‘widen the opportunlty fo en|oy it; "

. Jr{: be honorable and honest in oll dealings;
' To seek better to represent my. clients
by burldmg my knowledge end competence,
To act farrly towards all in the spirit of ihe Golden Rule,
‘ To serve well my commumty, and through it rny coum‘_ry,
Yo observe the rzmtrorzs‘9 Code of Ethics
and conform my conduct to its lofty ideals.

- federal

1'
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SISPAWN RESOLUTION

Resolutlons are being passed throughout
the country calling for a presidential commis-
|slon to Investigate the impact of indians on
the non-Indian public. The resolution was in-
itiated by S/SPAWN, an anti-treaty organiza.
tion Iin the State of Washington, with a pro-
posal sent to the President in February, 1985,

- Recently, Clare Conley, editor for Qutdoor
Life Magazine, wrote an editorial outlining the
proposat. and defining what he feels are the
reasons for the proposal and the justifications
for such a commission to study ‘‘the extent of
the problem.”

~ dian Fish and Wildlife Commission.

The resolution, drafted by S/SPAWN and sup-
ported by Outdoor Life magazine and Equal Rights -
for Everyone (all anti- treaty groups) calls for a new:

" presidential commission

“to study the impact of = .
Indian . policies on "non- tr_rba] member. :

populations and natural resources.
it further calls for the support of such a com-

‘as outlined in a February 25, 1985 letter to

President Ronald Reagan from the S/SPAWN Com-
mittee on behalf of voters of Washington State and
* . other ¢oncerned (1.5. citizens.

SISPAWN, which led an .anti- treaty drive in
Washington State (Initiative 456), has publically"
stated that their goal is to abrogate treaties. A
similar position has been taken by ERFE. Through
their action, the Wisconsin Realtor's Association . -
- joins inthe anti-treaty network,

S For more information, contact the Wisconsin
_ Realtor's Association, 4801 Hayes Road. Madison,
Wi 53704 or call the Great Lakes Indian Fish and

Wildlife Commission, PIO, at 715-682-6619.

dae

-with devastating consequences. You,

‘taxpayers of the United States.’

Conley’s comments . follow|

at the right

" Indlon londs, 149210 1977

' sacrosanct

“Ipossible amendment and/or clarification to make
them more reflective of the present ‘needs of -our

LET'S STUDY INDIAN PROBLEMS
In February, a proposal was submitted. to the
president of the United States for the appointment

‘of a new presidential commission to study federal

Indian policies. The request was made by the
S/ISPAWN Committee on behalf of the voters of
Washington State and concerned citizens and
My natural
inclination toward the creation of committees to
study things is negative, but, when | read the
document that supported this proposal, | realized
that this commission could be the exception.

One of the biggest difficulties in dealing with
the Indian question in this country is that so few
people have a thorough knowledge of the extent of
the problem. People tend to see only the small
portion of the national problem that exists just in
their locality or that impacts them directly. But
jurisdictional, 'natural resource, and land claim
issues - exist - between Indians and non-Indians,

", |between Indians and states, and between Indians

and the federal government in 40 or more states.

| Such a commission to study federal Indian policy

will at last bring to light all the claims against the
American public that the tribes are making. If
nothing else, making people aware of the total
extent of the problem will be a giant first step in
deciding -how we will deal with Indian treaty rights.

| Or, as [ advocate, will bring about the end of the

treaties once and for all. .

-The document presented to the president gives
such an excellent overview of the total prob]em that
| want to quote some passages from it, Because
anyone who dares breathe a word against what the
native - Americans want is lmmedlately labeled a
racist, here .isihe first quote. “The Indians’ unique
culture must be protected. but we must also assure

that all U.S. citizens receive equal treatment and-

that none is allowed. any spemal advantage over
another.” '

To those who can t imagine, endrng a treaty with -

any group, the document has this to say: "The

levents of history often compel reappraisal of
treaties and other instruments that were drafted to.

meet the needs of one era but have become
outdated by the passage of tirne...Treaties with

other nations are continually reviewed and rewrltten :

to reflect present conditions,
.-.They : [the treaties] cannot be regarded as
but. should instead be studied. for

natron and ALL its citizens.” :
‘Some of the information in the document s

e 51mply amazing, such as this passage: “The treaties
{were signed more than 100. years ago by full-

blocded Indians, but today there are certified tribal
membes with_little or no Indian blood...One BIA

‘Management
Managemént Service down $6.6, million” Surface {-

[Bureau of Indian Affairs|] superintendent n
Oklahoma said he has certified persons as 111,024
Indian...In effect, the full-bigod indian in the famiiy
lived in pre-Revolutionary War days.”

In addition to equal rights for all, the Indian
situation, .if allowed to expand unchecked. will
strike deeply at all of our natural resources. The first
impact i: the wildlife resource, and we -have that
already in many- states. But it is only the testing
ground. As the docurnent reveals. the tribes are
moving to take over land and water now, Timber
and minerals can't be far behind. Recently: they

-gained the right to kil endangered species on

‘reservations. In Arizona and New Mexico, the
document reports, the {.S. Forest Service revealed
in a 1983 study that at ieast 70 percent of the 20.5
million acres of national forests are being claimed
by various tribes.

In the state of _Was_hmgton. a tribe s
endeavoring to lay claim in court to all the water of
the Yakima River. If the courts find in favor of the
Indians, hundreds of Yakima Valley farmers, who-
depend on the Yakima River Basin for irrigation, will
be cut of business. .

But while this and scores of other such claims

go to court, the BIA gives all persons who are at |

least 25 percent native Americans,..free medical,
hospital, dental, and optical care from birth to
death. They {Indians] pay no state taxes on homes,

_cars, land, personal property, or income. They may

bunt and fish the year around—no bag limit, no
license. They can receive free education from Head
Start- to Ph.D. They are given preference for
jobs..They get wells drilted, sanitary facilities
installed ‘on ranches, farms, and homes away from
municipal facilities. They also receive tax-free tribal.

‘payments. Millions of dollars each year from power

sites, timber sales, and grazing fees.”

At the sarne time that | received this document
I obtained the fiscal year 1986 budget for the U.S.
Department of the Interior. This is a time when all
bureaus are supposed to be cutting back, and that is
what the summary indicates: Bureau of Land
down . $156 million, Minerals

Mining Reclamation and Enforcement down $43
million, Bureau of Reclamation down $216 million,

Geological. Survey “down $2 million, Bureau of |

Mines down $30 million, Fish and Wildlife Ser\nce

"down $72 million, National Park Service down $239
. million, and Bureau ‘of Indian Affarrs down, $61

mllllon

“This is all well and good untrl one studles the

detailed budget for the BJA and discovers the truth.

-All road construction with your meney and mine-on |’

reservations has been transferred to'the Department

of Transportatron This allowed $ 100 million' to be |- -
‘substracted from the $1.4 billion BIA budget so, in{:
- effect, the BIA, is up $39 million.—Clare Conley |
: . From Outdoor ere Magazme May ‘85

Edrtonaf Trarfs

:ontlrmﬂt pl'e tleven -

- from’. Burnett

.. agree that committees and commissions are

usually useless, and cost tax dollars. But a
committee to study the Indian Problem would be an

exception. It could document the real facts about

the Indian that you misrepresented in your editorial,
| do have significant knowledge about the
tndians, mainly the Chippewa of "Northern

Wisconsin, and the problems associated with their

lives, and their relationship with the people around

> . them. It may seem that | only see a small portion of

the national problem, but what | see, and it appears
that you don't is that each tribe has its own unique

situation. What happens in Washington State or any

place affects the Chippewa and other tribes. Each
time the government backs dowri on its word in one
place, to satisfy the local white voter, it also backs
down on its word to all Indians, and in many cases
as dh
influential Editor, must realize that these are nof

just Indians but that they are people. People who

were put on the least valuable land that the
politicians at that time could find. This wasn't the
Indians choice but that of the politics of the day.

-MNow, we. find that under this wasteland and
- wilderness lies valuable minerals. Ah ha, the Indians

have something that we want, let's throw out the
treaties ‘and take it. Well, that can't;he the real
American way, can it? Besides, it is against the law
as set forth in the constitution. | suppose that the
next step would be to tell farmers that they can't
raise certain crops because it will infringe on the
hunter, or that he can’t post his land to save it from
being trampled by
sportsman,

You speak of the damage the Indian may do, or
has already done to wildlife. When the whites came

here there was plenty of game of all kinds. Who

killed off the Buffalo and the carrier pidgeon? Who
used DDT and killed more eagles in ten years than
the Indian did in 100? Who produces the acid rain
which kills more fish per ‘year than all people
combined catch? And if you do catch them, how
many can you eat without getting poisoned?
While, as you say, many. claims by the Indian
and alse by the white community that surroind
them continues, the'lndian does get fiee medical.

fence smashing, so called

hospital, dental, and optical care from birth to -

death. Had you properly investigated this issue, you -

would find this to be 'a common fallacy. The

majority of indlans pay for. their own insurance like

therest of us. Furthermore, the services that indians
do receive are often substandard, and death comes -

premature, ie., the Indian people have the hrghest
rate of infant r‘nortahty

As far as taxes go, the Indran does pay tax on.

“homes, real estate, cars, and income, just like other

Americans. There is a sales tax exemption on the

the one reservation, and none on the other. The

Indian people spend their money at the shopping '

mall in town and, of course, pay the sales tax. As far
as the payments that the Indians receive, a good
example of this is the payment that the Oneida

receive, comes toa whOppmgthlrty ‘two centsayear _
. per person. :
' The money the Indian gets when he sells his

timber here in Morthern Wisconsin -is the same as

_any other land owner. receives. That's right, many
Indians own their own land, they buy and have to

pay for it like any one else,
In your -editorial  you never told us which

document you were referring to. Pleasé do so! |

would like to read it in its entirety. You reference
this document and the fiscal budget for the U.S.,

and juggle “the numbers -around to fit your
contention. All I know is that the funding for this

~area is getting smaller and smaller with more

programs being eliminated right aiong, including

health care, and education. _
Here in Northern Wisconsin there was a big

controversy about a special two week, early deer

season for the Indians. It was said by many local

sportsmen that this would.ruin the deer herd, and
that it would be wholesale slaughter. Well, in 1983

‘the Indians took 942 deer out of a total state kill of

approximately 285,000. What great effect did this
have? None that | can see. In 1984 approximately

1,000 deer were taken by the Indians in the early

season, and now there is talk of the overpopulation
of the deer. The herd is too large and the DNR has
taiked of issuing extra tags so a hunter can take two
deer instead of one. Otherwise, the deer may starve
to death next winter.

Another controversral issue is frshmg rrghts
I've heard it said, "the Indian will get all the fish.”

Despite the efforts of the Indian fish hatcheries, acid -
_rain is what will get all the fish.

My major field of study is Native American, his
culture, and the people ardund them. [f people
would understand that the earth, the sky, and every
living thing has value according to the Indian
religion, then maybe the people of this country
would understand that they need not fear the Indian,
but that .we should all get together to protect the
environment so that all our'children can know what
it is to go fishing, hunting, and with respect, enjoy
the life outdoors.
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GREA T LAKES
FISHERY
C OMMISSI ON

- The GLIFWC Fish Committee s was honored wlth
‘a presentation by Carlos Fetterolf, Director of the
Great Lakes Fish Commission, an international
organization with representatwes from both Canada.
and the United States.

Fetterolf expressed a positive attitude towards'

Qreat Lakes and for the relationships which have

. working with the tribes in the management of the - '

already been formed through - brologrsls Tom'

Busiahn and Mark Ebner as well as with Ray

DePerry, Dick Gurnoe and both Henry Buffalo Se.

and Henry Buffalo Jr. .
When the several matters of treaty nghts ase

settled,” Fetterolf told the Fish Committee, | am

sure Indians will be very responsi’b!e stewards of the
resources...both for economic and social concerns.’
Pertaining to the recent request by the GLIFWE
for an official voting status on the Lake Superior
Committee of the GLFC, Fetterolf remarked that the

request was currently under review. A decistion

shouid be forthcoming in about two months, he

said. and he feels it has some strong support.’

- Fetterolf's presentation gave the Committee an

idea of the scope.of GLFC work. The Lakes, he said -

represent 95,000 square miles of water and the area
is @ home to 37 million people.
The primary concern of the GLFC has been con.

‘trol of sea lamprey with $5.8 million of the agency's

$7 million budget being used for lamprey control.

Although lamprey is not so serious & problem
in Lake Superior currently, they remain a serious.
threat in other parts of the Great Lakes. -

The GLFC has been working continuously to -

find other alternatives to lamprey contrel beyond

the use of lampracide, consequently the lamprey .

barrier on the Brule River will be funded additionally
by GLFC. They are also experimenting with the
sterilization as well as with att'ractants and
repellants. :

Fetterolf pointed out that the prrrnary goal of
the GLFC is the rehabilitation of the lake trout
population to the point where lake trout can once
agam be self. -reproducing.

PROTECT TOCIRISM

COUNTY/TRIBAL

COMMITTEE

- Protection of northern_Wiscg’nsinis 'tqurist bafs_- o
ed economy was one of the items that topped the )

agenda for the County/Tribal Committee which met
on May 17th in Park Falls.
‘Concern that the media coverage of tribal hup-

' trng fishing and gathering rights has tended "toem- -

" phasize the negative and controntational aspects of- .
* the (Voigt) decision” prompted the committee to
" consider means to rtestore the image of northern:

Wiscongin as a place for family vacationing. -
- The committee proposed to meet with Gover-

'nor Anthony Earl and representatives from the

Department of Tourism to further discuss, possible

.. avenues-to promote tourism more aggressively in
~ @rfeas that most demage may have been done .
-through negative publicity. -

Members: of the committee represenung the

" counties also indicated that they felt the counties
~have been-excluded from the negotiating process
.between the tribes and the state. Mark Rogacki, ex- -

ecutive director of the WCA said "the DNR does not

represent Our concerns.:
want a voice in the negotratrons because they own

100 000 acres of. pubhc land which is being effected
- by the exarcise. of huntina.. fishing and nathering
- rights. Charles Tellander, Commitiee Co-Chalrman. -

‘labetlr.d the ' current
' negollatmg process as “not fair and expressed con-
weerns for laggers, snowmobrlers and other recrea-

- tionat users.

Count;

“Joe Corbine. comm:ttee member and Bad Rives
Tribal Chairman, pointed out that the counties are.

" He also said the counties.- -

) Members of the County/Tribal Comm:ttee hash over issues of
rmutual concern at their May meeting in Phillips. Concern over
the promation of tourism and reducing detrimental effects of

or sndu\d be, repreSented i tnrough the DNR

" negotiators. Richard Gurnoe. Red Cliff Tribal Chair-
_man. also indicated that. problems relating to -
-recreational use and other users can be-addressed-
. through the Voigt Inter-Tribal Task Force. o
- Other items- which wete’ discussed mcluded -
. acid rain. a topic which the committee. will seek to.
_explore in further depth: coordination of coun-.”
Tiyitribal law enforcement and. prosecution systems,
{land use and zoning on abutting: propertres sanitary . -
Jandfills. ‘and groundwiter” protection relating "to™
- faiting septic systems which may drain into area

lakes.

.Another rtem of concern was the support of

-necessary human services. Counties fear the shift of

the fmancral burden from state and federal’ govern

negat[r'e'publrcrty over the Vorgt Declsion was one prfrnary
area of discussion. The Committee is co-chaired by Charles

Tollander. Burnett County artd Jack Miller. Stockbr:dge
Munsee ~

mems to Iocal government for the prowslon of man-
dated services will greatly increase the burden of the
local property taxpayer. The County/Tribal Comrit-
tee wants 1o lobby agamst that shift, assuring that.
there is an increase in fedéral and state funding of
human semces and reduc:ng praoperty taxes needed-

_ for these programs. .

The. C0untyfTrrba! 'Commrttee will meet agaln'
_ on June 21st on the Red Ciiff Reservation, Subjects-

of drsmsson w:ll 1nc1ude acrd ram and educatlon

%%@W@W
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,GRAND PORTAGE
FISH ASSESSMENT

Part of assessment procedures inyolve taking scale semples'
from the fish (above). Another procedure is the weighing of the
trout (below), GLIFWC Biologists Mark Ebner and, biological

In order to help establish a iake_trout quota for the Grand Por-
“tage area, GLIFWC staff pedormed assessments on trout
caught by triba fishermen last month. The data obtained from
the assessment process wiil-help biologists determine age of
- trout and mortality rate-—rac:ors which help determine ap-

propriate catch quotas. .

Grand Portage, set on the very vdge of Lake Supermr. is in the

process of negotiating a fishing agreement with the State of
Minesota. Consequently, an assessment of lake trout catches
was needed to he!p provide data for those negotrat!ons.

aide Mike Plucinski performed the assessment last month,

" '-_*mm&m&mmmmw&@mww&%@mmw@@w%wa

PROGRESS IN MICHIGAN

. Status of Flsherres Management Programs of the
1836 Treaty Fishing Trlbes of Mlchrgan

lHTRODUCTlON

Three Mrchlgan ChlppewaJ’Ottawa tribes, the

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, the Bay
‘Mills Indian Community and the Grand Traverse
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians are currently
exercising their treaty fishing rights based upon the
Treaty of 1836 in the waters of the three upper Great
Lakes. Although members of these tribes have tradi-
- tionally fished either for subsistence or as State 6f
-Michigan licensees in recent history it is only since

1981 that their legal right to fish was finally and ful.

ly recognized by the fedefal court.
The three tribes now have the principal respon.

sibility for regulating their members' fishing activity.

and they manage .their fishery through-an inter
tribal management auvthority. 2 joint enforcement

program, a ;omt tribal court and a joint biological -

program.
" The exercise of the fishing rights of these tribes
is currently limited to the waters of northern Lake

Michigan, northern Lake Huron and eastern Lake '

| _ Superror

MANAGEMEHT AHD REGULATION OF THE

FISHERY

tn 1981, the Chrppewar’Ottawa Treaty Flshery. _

Management Authority was created by the tribes
and sancticned by federal court in 1982, to provide

uniform joint reguiations governing tribal fishing .

activities, to actas a coordinating body for enforce-
ment activities, to coordinate initiatives regarding
enhancement of the fishery and to “provide a forum
for resolving policy issues amqng the tribes.

" The Authority is compoesed of the Tribal Chair-

man and Conservation Committee Chairman of
. each of the tribes and a non-voting rnember from -

both the Michigan Agency of the Bureau of indian

- Affairs and the Great Lakes Frsher_y Laboratory of .

the {1.8. Fish and Wildlife Service.
The Authority is advised on techmcai frshery
rmatters, fishing regulatians, harvest and status of
. the fishery stocks by the joint Inter-Triba! Fisheries
and Assessment Program, This program which

began in 1980, carries out stock assessment and.
quotas, -

research studies, recommends_ harvest:
" prepares data for negotiations/litigation and works
‘with other tribal, state, federal and academic

biolcgists throughout the (lp'per Great Lakes,

'NEGOTIATING DIFFERENCES

. Although the tribes, the state and the Depart

. rnent of Interior have spent an incredible arnount of
~..time, energy.- and money pursuing. solutions to -

. several differences through the mechanism of litiga:

© tion, the three parties have simultaneously been

negotratmg rmany of these same differences. Once -
the legal decisions of 1981 affirming. the treaty.
fishing rights were estabhshed the state desired to
continue negotiating even though' little’ past pro- -
-gress had been made. The preponderant problem-
which continues today is that of attocating the-

. resource between tnbes and the state

1) Stocking annual 500,000 salmon in Lakes '

After several years of on and off sessians, it was
not until'a new state administration took office in

© 1983 that the treaty fishing right was firmly

acknowledged publicly by the state, Further im-

provement took place with the establishment of new

state Director of Natural Resources who alse public.

ly recognized the treaty right and was committed to .
reducing the state’'s use of the frshery to accom--

modate the tribat fishery.

The year 1983 say a provtsrona\ agreement
facilitated by the (J.S. Department of Interior which
initially. appeared to solve many of the concerns of
both parties. However, with a delay of several
months before the final language of the agreement
was drafted and before any implementation, both
parties led by the state chose not to proceed with
the negotiations,

Now in 1985, another comprehenswe agree-
ment has been signed in March by a!l principai par-
ties in additior to several sports fishing groups and

glthough one of the tribes whose council was not-

pleased with the agreement, and is presently con.

testing the agreement in court (after the federal

judge had already signed the supporting consent
decree), it appears at this writing that the basic in-

gredients of the agreement will be ordered into.

place some time this year. The agreemem will be in
effect for 15 years, .’

The 1985 settlement agreement basrcally con- -
_tains five cormpohents;

A. A zonation law for the three lakes whach will
result in eliminating state commercial fishing from
most areas traditionally fished by tribal fishermen

and a subsequent prohibition of tribal commercial .
activities in other zones which tend to be most im- .

portant for sport fishing interests, Certain other

areas will allow 2 phase in or phase out of fishing ac-

tivities and cne tribe will have exclusive fishing

~rights in parts of Lake Michigan. This zonation ap-
proach will result in the tribes heing able to harvest

their primary targeted species, lake whitefish in an
amount based on available fish in 1985 of about

. 63% in Lake Michigan, 68% in Lake Huron and
" 61% in Lake Superior. In addition, ng restrictions

on lake trout harvest will oceur in tribal zones of

. Lake Superior, most of Lake Huron and much of
Lake Michigan. A definite decrease for the tribes of
available walleye and yellow perch .will occur in

Lake Michigan and bloater chubs throughout the
treaty waters will be divided about equaiiy between

the tribes and the state. Maps indicating the tribal -
and state’ ds.-srgnated zones are shown in frgures-

5-10.

B.'A fisheries enchancement program far the trrbes

will be provided by the state in the form of;

Huron.and. Michigan. 1. -
2).Stocking annually 150 000 lake trout, rn SRS

‘Lake Superior.

3) Stocking annualily 100 OOQ waileye m Lake
Michigan andfor Lake Huron. .

. 4) Stocking substantial numbers of yeilow

perch in Lake Mrchrgan andfor Lake: Huron,

C. Further deveiopment of ' cooperative
management principals through the establishment
of a joint Enforcement Committee, Technical
Fisheries Review Commitiee, Information and
Education Committee, Executive Council {dispute
resolution, interpretation) and an enhanced
cooperative data collection and exchange system.

D. Funds provided by the Department of in-
terior and the State of Michigan totaling more than
$4.5 million for economic development of the tribal
fishery, conservation programs (law enforcement,
tribal court, biological assessment} marketing
studies and fisheries enhancement.

~E. A comprehensive take trout management
plan is embodied in the agreement which should
meet the needs of protecting this species and
enhancing the probability of rehabilitation white’
allowing the tribes a fair share of this important
resource.

F. The agreemen{ should result in a eon-
siderable gain in stability of the fishery in terms of
conservation and economic predictabiity ‘for the
fisherman. Effective management will be much
easier to accomplish and the probability of confiicts
with sports fishing groups should be considerably
lessened. A general lessening of tensions and a
reduction in the misrepresentation of issues shmuld
be realized.

THE FUTURE OF THE TRIBAL FISHERY

_ " Implementation of the basic 1985 agreement
will go a long way towards stabitizing the fishery,

" reducing political, legal and socia!l conflicts and will

atlow the tribes the time and energy to pursue the
economic development and enhancement of the:
fishery that is sorely needed. _
Serious progress it is hoped, may now be réaliz-
ed in finally implementing a brologrcally sound lake

“trout rehabiiitation pian which-may in the iongterm

result in great benefit to the tribes. [n this regard,
can the U. §. Department of interior reconcile its -
own conflicts with resource conservation and treaty
rights protection? The lake trout has been the
“sacred cow” of the Great Lakes and is valued by all:
its commercial value to the tribes must be realized

‘as a necessity and these needs should be served first

over any value to sportsmen.

To what extent does the United States have the
responsibility to promote and ensure the success of
tribal biological, enforcement and management
programs? To what extent does the United States

“have the responsibility to promote and ensure the

success of tribal fisheries’ economic development
and enhancernent?- . :

Tremendous pragress has been made ) the few
years the 1936 treaty Michigan tribes have been

.. regulating and managing their. fishery. They ate.
.. desirous of “continuing

to enter into vartcusl
cooperative management and. enhancement pro-

.grams. with the State of Mtchlgan and the {Inited

States. Howéver, they also expect complete respect

- with regards to their legal and historic right to setf.
-determination and . self-regulatron

They betieve
cooperation in fishing matters ts essential and look
forward with optimism. - : :





