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EXXON THREATENS
SMALL TRIBE

-

EXXON warns trespassers to stop at one of their gated drives a few miles from the Mole

Lake Reservation. However, on behalf of the tribe's future generations, such as the young
girl on the gate, the Mole Lake Tribe continues to try to STOP EXXON from inflicting

damage on their culture and environment,

Like Yeat's sphynx the Ex-
xon Company seems to be

slouching slowly but inex-
orably towards it's own
Bethlehem - the opening of a

mine at Crandon, WI, despite
the objections of environmen:-
tal groups, non-Indian citizens
and the Sokaogon Chippewa
Community, which lies only a
tew short miles from the mine
site.

The Sokaogon Chippewa,
also known as the Mole Lake
Band, have been tirelessly
fighting Exxon's proposal for
years, fearing that the impact
of the mine will environmental-
ly damage the small acreage
they possess as a reservation,
their only homeland.

Currently, with
developments indicating that
the Wisconsin Department of
Resources (WDNR) and the
state of Wisconsin apparently
supporting the development of
the mine, the small Chippewa
Band still opposes the site, but
s also working to insure that
environmental concerns are
adequately addressed if the
mine is to be developed.

According to Alan Ruger,
Great Lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC)
environmental biologist,
eémployment projections
together with tax revenue and
growth of the economy have
been used by Exxon, citizens
and the state of Wisconsin as
feasons to approve the mine,

Employment projections
show a peak of 1734 during the
third year of construction, he
says, and a steady staffing of
620 during operation of the
Mine,

The DNR published a Draft
Environmental Impact State-

ment (DEIS) on May 7, 1986,
and will pe accepting com-

ments until July 7, 1986, Ruger
says. He feels, from a
biological standpoint, that the
“overall DEIS is weak on ad-
dressing environmental issues,
which is ironic when Wisconsin
has been very strong on en-
vironmental issues concerning
another deep mine - the pro-
posed nuclear repository,
Ruger also fears that if
licensed, the Exxon mine may
open the gates for several
other mining companies both
in the vicinity of Crandon and

throughout nonth central
Wisconsin.
Briefly, the Exxon mine

site is located 1.3 miles east of
the Mole Lake Reservation and
five miles south of Crandon.
the ore contains primarily zinc
and copper. Smaller amounts
of lead, gold, and silver are
also present. The recoverable
ore volume is estimated to be
70 million tons.

The project being propos-
ed by Exxon calls for a con-
struction period of three years,
operations for 29 years, and
four years for closure and final
site reclamation.

Ruger says that GLIFWC
and the Mole Lake Tribe are
working on reviewing the DEIS
issues which may affect the
Chippewa Tribe's off-
reservation treaty rights as
well. He feels that many of the
negative impacts have been
down-played in the DEIS, or ig-
nored completely.

Major concerns which
have been identified to date by
the Tribe and GLIFWC include:
1) Protection of cultural
heritage from social disruption
due to population growth in the

surrounding area.
2) Environmental concerns for

both short and long term im-
pacts on the Mole Lake Reser-

>

¥

vation and the ceded territory
of the Chippewa Tribes. These
include the potential for draw-
down of surrounding lakes and
depletion of recharge for
streams due to dewatering
caused by the mine. The
Sokaogon Tribe is very much
concerned about the effects on
Swamp Creek and Rice Lake.
3) Other issues include:

a) Confirmation by Exxon and
WDNR that smelting will be
done out of Wisconsin. A
change in this plan should not
be permitted without consent
of the Chippewa Tribes and the
State of Wisconsin.

b) The Exxon mitigation plan is
not complete. The analysis for
the alaity to mitigate impacts
worse than projected has not
been finished by Exxon.

c) The contingency plan for a
water treatment system failure
is not adequate. The capacity
for emergency storage of un-
treated water is not sufficient.
It appears that a maximum
three week shutdown is an-
ticipated but that emergency
storage would be much less
than the three week period.

d) The Local Investment and
Mining Impact Fund Board
(MIB) has funded local govern-
ments at an annual rate of
$100,000 for the four years
1983-1986. The funds were
secured by loans authorized by
the Wisconsin legislature bas-
ed on the assumption that the
loans would be repaid after
mining began. Wisconsin
clearly has a conflict of interest
in preparing the EIS.

e) The Mine Waste Disposal
Facility (tailing ponds) is of a

,new and untested design: The
DEIS claim that use of a thin-

ner liner is feasible due to

quality control measures needs
to be verified.

d) The entire monitoring pro-
gram should be reviewed. The

State of Wisconsin should not
allow degradation of water,
land, or air resources. A
monitoring program is the cor-
nerstone' of non-degradation
Issues and as such needs to be
scrutinized to assure the data
accurately reflects changes in
the quality of the environment.
In at least one instance Exxon
has not proposed monitoring
at a critical point source, Exx-
on has not proposed to
monitor the sanitary treatment
plant influent or effluent. This
must be included in the
monitoring program.

e) The Mitigation Alternatives
should include language to
protect the tribes interests.
There should be a mechanism
to address, not just the State of
Wisconsin's laws and regula-
tions, but the tribes rules and

regulations including the
designated use of the
resources.

"The reservation in-

habitated by the. Sokoagon
Chippewa is very small, but
deeply treasured. Their
aficestors fought and died
there. It represents a long-
standing and traditional home,
from which they have always
refused to move, even during a
period of landlessness. They
POssess one on-reservation ric-
ing lake, Rice Lake. If this is
damaged or their reservation'’s
groundwater is polluted, there
IS no other place for them to
go, J

Sometimes it seems that
Wlstonsm Is more concerned

With the protection of homes

for €agles, or the white man's
fOphy.slzg musky, than it is
O!‘ the protection of its native

people,

1

combatting the location of the EXXON mine near his tribe’s
reservation for several years. Ackley fears that small
acreage, which comprises the'tribe’'s traditional and contem-
porary homeland, will be irreparably damaged through both

environmental and cultural degradation should the mine
become operative.

~Arlyn Acklcy. Mole Lake Tribal Chmrfan ‘has been actively

Mines and Mineral Locations in Wisconsin

<
L % )
Lo S
3 e g
! Tvomary Moooren Myisiin Mowre
Lo Ory | Reservelt ’ Captorpron Arse
: 7
|
o wlep,ng T ‘ \\/
L ¥ 5 '.‘,“' “ ¥ & ) 1
rsu- T - - L. '
@\l L ' .
- " 7=
od - - _ 'Y' .
D“Tﬁ; < ' -
e, 9
e sieda sy
. v—[ —[
LR T, \ [T ¢
——

The graphic above portrays the area in Wlsconsin containing
mineral deposits which may be of interest to mlaing com-
panies in the future. People fear that once the door is opened
to EXXON at the Crandon site, it will provide access:to other
companies and more mining throughout the shaded area in

the map.
ts
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EXXON—
CAN IT BE
STOPPED?
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oil company's subsidiary will
soon have the permits it needs
to start a zinc-copper mining
operation in southern Forest
County near Crandon. Some
area residents, however, are
vociferously opposed to the
plan.

“The governor and Sen.
|Lloyd] Kincaid, they jump on
this nuclear waste dump,
they're all against it,"" fumes
Herbert Buettner. “"Well, how
can they be so against that and
for this?"

Buettner, the owner on the
Wild Wolf Inn and a raft rental
operation, is concerned about
the condition of the river where
he has lived on his entire life.
tionally designated as wild and
scenic, the Wolf River is one of
the cleanest in the state. As
Buettner testifies: “I'd rather
drink out of this river than from
the taps in Milwaukee or

long term the project could re-
quire an investment of almost
$1 billion.

The orebody, as Exxon
deseribes it in the EIR, is a
massive sulfide deposit (75
millions) containing 5% zinc,
1% copper and minor amounts
of silver and gold. It is'said to
be one of the largest zinc
copper deposits in the world.
Even at today's depressed
prices the metal in the deposit
has been estimated worth of
between $4 and $6 billion.

Speculation that the
deposit is even larger (125
million tons) or that it contains
a significant amount of
precious metals cannot be con-

tailings containing toxic
sulfides and heavy  etals
would be deposited in 5 geries
of 90-foot-deep ponds Spreﬂd
out over a 365 acre area during
the lifetime of the mjne. The
company pProposes to manage
this hazard by lining the pondS
with eight inches of clay mixed
with sand and topping them
with plastic sheets and several
feet of earth.

But, as Dr. KW, Bronw, @
professor at Texas AEM who
studies such problems states:
“We have found that both clay
and plastic-bond landfi||s leak
much more than the designers
and proponents anticipated.”

Rhinelander.

Everyone, Including Exx-
on, agrees that there would be
some pollution. The debate
centers on how much and how
significant if might be., Ad.
vance mining technology can
make pollution less likely, Ac-
cording to FExxon Ueneral
Manager Donald Achttien:

“The burden of proof that the
Crandon mineral deposit can
be developed in a manner that
Is environmentally, socially
and economically acceptable

rests with Exxon, We believe
we can meet the test. "

Gov. Earl agrees, "Exxon,
It seems to me, has answered
most reasonable observers'

concerns. They "will put the
mine together in a way that will

begins the final steps towart S
the Master Hearing, at whECh
the permits are granted, denied
or granted based conditions.
There is now an eight-week
waiting period as the DNR
takes comments from the
public,

“It [the DEIS] really kicks
off the public participation
phase of the process, says
Arts. | think the issuance of
the DEIS is an extremely im-
portant part of the process
becausg it is the first time the
DNR has had to go. public with
its view of the impacts of this
project.” |

Arts believes that the im-
pending public debate may
play a key role in determining
the project's fate. “One of my
objections to the way this pro-
ject has been characterjzed
publicly is the implication that
somehow these decisions are
too complicated and should

2 NASHVILLE : se, Exx
Gt the Crandon proposal because project down by Bb‘i’;’:};’()% IS . t:i ::;t l:o:h:;ffnpswing 012
Exxon Up North P \QQ f rEexs’;)oo?jsi:icl)}:'d have primary not clear, howevef.ny di:tfom- ;‘;'eg metal gmarket before |
| The oil company's plans could TOWNSHIP | e ol Ity for. the monitor-  pany would have 2 L or;;\.'lty ins to mine—or, once
| be a gold mine for northern ﬁ ta @wa.er quality, as well as reverting back 1O i fe;'nal bed rway, it might shut down
Wisconsn—or an environmental oh °! environmental aspects of proposal (which woul | “'xre uaes lon's if prices decline,
disaster. £ = rroyect, although the DNR ~ even more tailings P2 o opera’ cess could repeat itse|f
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If Exxon Minerals Co. and Lake w‘ s "Yogtcal .dISBSQEf for 3]3-page DEIS by the ing (\:;th 9 500 residents
Tony Earl have their way, the | 2.~ YOU won't know that d ' ' '

Forest County hasthe lowest
Papulation density in the state,
The pew roads, schools and
other human Services required
for the mining operation would
increase the burden to local
government. The stae
Iegi5|a‘ure, recognizing the
special needs mining com.
munities often have, provided
for relief through programs ad.
ministered by the Mining Im:.
pact Board.

The agency is funded by
the net proceeds tax, which
taxes refined metals after
allowing for numerous cost
deductions (including the $60
millin Exxon says it has spent
on the permit process),
Although one study estimates
that the state could collect
$100 million in taxes during
the life of the mine, there is no
guarantee that there will be any
proceeds to tax. Opponents

Chicago.” In contrast o the

not do damage to the environ-

| point out that Exxon Minerals
firmed.

only be made by experts,” she

. | measures Exxon says it will " . , " i ially operated at a
.As a ‘busmessman whose “We took samples' from a Palte ! a facria: Whoywimts i menEI._h o | says. "'Public participation lCO. h?;c(;ffli;l;]y P
livelihood depends on the composite that they prepared,”  store animal wastes e € DNR appears willing enhances the quality of the 0SS5l '
Wolf, Buettner maintains an ' must to oblige. decision."
2 , says Bob Ramharter, the DNR's 18 to 30 inches of compacted “The b , '
unyielding pessimism toward g . . project coordinator. clay to prevent leaching, ExX € Dbasic analysis con- After the public com-

the Exxon proposal. “They [Ex-
xon| could purify the water,"” he
says, 'but instead, hell, they'll
just run [pollution] down the
river. It's the cheapest way to
do it. That's the way the in-
dustry’s been doing it for 200
years and that's why our rivers
are all screwed up.”
Buettner's concerns are
shared by others gong the
- Wolf, includiny

’ the
Menominee Indians

tained in draft statement is that
there are no Insurmountable
environmental problems,"
Lyman Wible, administrator of
the DNR's division of en-
vironmental standards,
remarked in a press release ac-
companying Monday's DEIS.

“Problem with these drillholes
is you have a 75-million ton
orebody that you're taking six-
inch shots out of—you have a
huge potential for error.”

ments on the DEIS are aired,
the DNR responds by releasing
the Final Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS),
which isthe document
presented at the Master Hear-
Ing.The release of the FEIS is
followed by a 120-day waiting
period. Finally, the hearing is
held, and the decision is made.

The man said that he was
in favor of the project and that
his argument was represen-
tative: I think it's good
because we really need the
jobs. When folks turn 18 there
isn't anything up here for
them.” Unemployment in the
region stands at twice the state
average.

It is uncertain, however,
just how many jobs the local
population would fill. Modern
mining is a capital-intepsive in-
dustry, and it is unlikely that
many unskilled workers would
be offered jobs. Exxon and its
new employees would create a

on's own projections of the
groundwater quality fall just
within the legal limits, Thus, if
the company's engineering
doesn't work as well in actual
practice as it does on paper,
there could be serious and ir-
reversible groundwater con-
tamination. And under state
law, Exxon would be reljeved
.of any cleanup responsibiliy in
as few as 10 or no more thsn 30

years after the closing of the
mine.

The Threat

More to Come?

The orebody is nearly one
mile long, 125 feet wide and
3,200 feet deep. Part of the up-

per Wolf River watershed, the
local ecology is predominantly

wetland: bogs, swamps, and
forest.

Because the area's water
table is near the surface and
the deposit isn't isolated from
the groundwater, the mine

would have to be drained con-.
tinuously to prevent it from fill-
ing with water. The water table
would then form a “cone of
depression,” which would
reduce the flow of streams and
springs in the area.
According to one
hydrologist, Little Sand Lake

The Exxon proposal is a
major battle in a resource war ge
that is being fought in a region ¢
stretching from northest Min-
nesota through northern
Wisconsin to the Upper Penin-
sula of Michigan.

As with other oil com-
panies, Exxon's interest in
minerals is not so much a trend
of diversification as it is a con-
solidation of the raw materials
needed for future energy
sources. Having already ac-
quired large tracts of coal and
oil shale, the big oil companies
have begun to secure mineral
sources as well. Uranium for
nuciear power and copper for
solar collectors are high on the

No One Knows

Reaction to the proposal
in the Crandon aréa is mixed.

“There's a lot of people for it
but there’s a lot against is too,"
a local gas station attendant
remarked. "Businessmen are
mostly for it. The Indians are
mostly against it."”

whdse
reservation the river flows

5 through. “There's too much at
stake here,” says Gordon
Dickey, the Menominee tribal
chairman. “The pollution and
contamination of the Wolf

| River would just ruin the whole
reservation. In an extreme
measure, it could kill every bit
of wildlife in the river.”

For the Record

The kind of pollution pro-
blems envisioned by critics of
the Exxon plan are not un-
familiar. In southwestern
Wisconsin, formerly a major
lead-zinc mining district, many
wells have been found to con.
tain toxic levels of heavy
metals.

Opponents of the plan
also fault Exxon's past en-
.vironmental record and alleged

The Process

It took 32 years for Exxon
to get its Environmental Im-
pact Report converted into a
Draft Environmental Impact
Statemient. The procedure
went something like this: Exx-

Prospecting

The release last Monday of
the Draft Environmental Im-

on would-submit a portion of :
pact 3t;te?‘1ent (l[))EIS)t. could be completely drained ambivalence toward local com- 1. EIR The DNR woﬁld Faviow ?t:ss;?nre‘i.: n;zr:‘e;t‘:jl:tt theCI:Sfc: list. _ ,
prepared Dy the state Depart:  ,ger several years of mining. munities. Al Gedicks of the 4 Exxon's success 1in

ment of MNatural Resources

(DNR) in cooperation with Exx-

on, began a critical new phase

in a long, complicated process.

“It has been virtually im-

el possible for members of the
public who are interested in

this project...to keep versed on

and critique it, then send it
back to Exxon. Exxon would
make whatever changes were
deemed necessary and send it
back t6 the DNR, hoping it
would stay there.

This was a tedious and ex-
pensive process. According to

provide for. But even so, any
gains to the area would last for
one generation at best.

The Denver Research In-
stitute, a consulting firm hired
by the DNR, estimated that as
many as 300 jobs could be pro-
vided for area residents during

This would affect residents in
the more immediate area, in-
cluding the Mole Lake
Sokaogan Chippewa who live
just two miles from the propos-
ed mine site. They perceive the
proposal as a threat to their

establishing a mine near Cran.

don could be overshadowed by
the creation of a new mining
district in northern Wisconsin.
OVer the years more than
350,000 acres have been leas-
ed for mineral rights by such

Center for Alternative Mining
Policy cites several specific
cases involving Exxon:

¢ The dumping of toxic sludge
in Valdez harbor, Alaska,

which has seriously threatened
the fisheries there. ‘

any particular issue because
[the details about the proposal]
keep changing all the time,”
says Wally Arts, the special
public intervener appointed to
the case by state Attorney
General Bronson LaFollette.
“But the DEIS represents a
time at which things pretty
much have to stop changing.”

Exxon Mineral Co.'s quest
for mining began in late 1982,
when the./firm filed an En-
vironme,ijta_l; Impact Report
(EIR) with:'the:DNR, as is re-
quired by state Jaw. The EIR, an
extrem“e!g’f’..’té’éhr'ﬂcal descrip-
tion of the project that contains
ictions of the en-
3 and
soci impacts on the

wild rice lake, which they con-
sider essential to their
economic and religious well
being.

Another potential impact
is acid mine drainage—a
familiar problem in sulfide
deposit mining. As these types
of mines are drained, the
sulfides are exposed to the oxy-
gen in the air. This causes the
formation of sufuric acid,
which, in turn, facilitates the
leaching of heavy metals (in
this case cadmium, copper,
(chromium, arsenic and lead,
among others) into the ground-
water.

Much of the water pumped
from the mine would be
polluted prior to its discharge
into Swamp Creek, a tributary

* The tailings pond at a
uranium mine in Highland,
Wyoming, which continues to
leak into and contaminate a

. creek.

¢ The world’'s worst uranjum-
concentrate spill—10,000
pounds of highly toxic and
radioactive "yellow cake" —left
on & highway in Colorado for
three days while Exxon of-
ficials deliberated how to clean
it up. -
These incidents are con-
sidered especially pertinent to

DNR project coodinator
Ramharter, the state had to
have a number of consulting
firms in addition to having "an
average of about seven—eight
full-time employees” on the
case.

The approval of the EIR
has been delayed for the last
year because the DNR required
Exxon to develop continquen-
cy plans in the event Little
Sand Lake was drained. Also,
Exxon has decided to scale the

the project's three-year con-
struction period and about 325
during the 20- to 30- year life of
the mine.

But no one knows
when—or if— the mining will
take place. "Exxon gives the
public the impression that the
only thing that stands between
them and digging dirt is the
state permits,” says intervener
Arts. “In my opinion, that deci-
sion will be driven by one fac-
tor—metals prices.”

multi-nationals as Kerr-McGee,
Universal Oil Products,
Amoco, and Western Nuclear.

Although none of these
companies currently have
plans to open new mines here,
they may in the futurée. In some
respects the Exxon decision
may serve as a test case for
these other firms. Notes en-
vironmentalist Jablonski:
“"How we deal with Exxon is go-
ing to set a precedent for how

we deal with anyone else in the
future.”

; area, ﬂ, .gﬂghﬂfﬁour feet long.

the correspondence between

: s be treated, but opponents
Tl '%e RIS s cven argue that pollutants would re-
more volumnious.

. “There‘o I3 pr?bably 2 mainAn earlier Exxon proposal & =
llbra’fy algnioiRat en abp u; called for the discharge pipeto &=
this,” says Frank Jablonski o empty into Swamp Creek, T

Wisconsin Env.ior nmental upstream from the Chippewas’
Decade, a statewide advocacy Rice Lake. After strong local

group looking into thg E;.xxfm opposition, it was rerouted five
project. To be effectively in- miles downstream. .

volved in the issue, the grOUP The most formidable
i had to hire professional o ypreat to the environment,
| suitants. | o however, is posed by what Exx-

Exxon estimates that it ;.= ,)js jts Mining Waste ¢
would take three years and Disposal Facility, commonly 8
cost $390 million just to begin "0 ¢ ailings ponds. Under o
‘operations at the mine. Inthe £ o .. nian ~finely ground

of the Wolf. The water would




)

9,

&
Pty o o oo e e e e e

ME
LAINS
-2 TREATY ISSUE

events of the past weeks concern; April 28, 1986, in which you indicate your chcerr; 0::;
Chippewa Indians of northern \ Mg exercise of reserved off-reservation treaty nght; t); g
doing, and have instructed my st SConsin. | share your concern, and can assure you t anding
the Indians’ exercise of those r; ¥f to do, everything possible to resolve cgnfhct Su"'(:zation.
and of the efforts which have ths. By way C?f explanation of the complexity of the snit a il
explain the history of the it e'en put forth In an attempt to resolve problems, perm )
when they entered into treat.gat'on surrour?dmg the rights reserved by.the Chlppew"laemrm.nt
the lands which they had pr18§ with the Unl‘led States Government ceding to the go
The litigation includi SViously occupied. | - b 3 el
several cases, Perhaps th Ng the lawsuit which is still pending in the cour(;. g
i M Superior Chippewe Principal case was one brought by the Lac Courte rcil e
Resources, seeking an 2 |ndians against the secretary of U?e Depa.rlmerr‘\ 3 sy
‘the Department of N Order of the court to the effect that said Indians against the ::3 e
BfarialFad fetaina Alura] Resources, seeking an order of the cqurt to lhe.effect ; a e
rights on public | trt?aty.r.gseved off-reservation hunting, fishing, trapping an Ig?ie Siete
slation of theands In the northern third of Wisconsin, a?nd that such rights preg u 1850 X
executed by the ;)“ MY office defended that action, asserting that the. removaldot;] fifeven o
had ot the ent '€Sident of the United States had terml.nated those. rights, and tha essful
e o.n = ln €ring into of a new treaty in 1854 terminated the rights.We ;‘vere }::L:he 980
remo;aal ordp €Mmber 20, 1978, the court entered an order to the effect that pltf Otlgt e
the rights €r €xecuted by the President was invalid, the 1854 trgaty had, in fact, te
= The Indians, however, appealed that decision to the §ev¢nth Circuit Court of Apfpefltsh::
1€390. The Seyenth Circuit Court of Appeals agreed with the lower court to the effec ;
1850, '€MOval order was invalid, but disagreed with the lower court that the 1854 treaty ha
terminated the rights. The end result was, of course, that the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals
'eVErsed the |ower court's decision and decided that whatever rights had been reserved by tl)e
lnc?nans IN the treaties of 1837 and 1842 continued to exist to the present day. The Seventh Cir-
o Cult Coyrt of Appeals sent the case back to the lower court with instructions to acl
*° e accordinQIY. - :

‘ When the lower court entered its later order, we were again dissatisfied with way In which
ox 't Was done, and this time we appealed the matter to the Seventh Circuit Court of App.eals.
That court again, however, reiterated its prior holding to the effect that the treaty rights
reserved by the Indians back in 1837 and 1842 continued to exist. The court sent the case
back to the district court here in Madison, instructing the district court to conduct sucl) pro-
ceedings as were necessary so as to enable the court to determine the “nature” of the rights, >
the extent to which the rights could be requlated by the state, and what, if any, damages might
be due the Indians. .

We petitioned the Supreme Court of the United States to review the decision of the °
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. The United States Supreme Court, however, refused our re-
quest leaving us in a position where we had no alternative but to defend the case as best we
could in the district court.

The distrcit court then decided that the matter should be handled in three separate hear-
&* ings. The first hearing sched®tled would consider the inherent nature of the rights reserved by ¢
.:. treaties. Once having decided what the nature of the rightwas, the second hearing would then
.:. consider the question of the extent to which the State of Wisconsin is permitted by law to
‘regulate the exercise of that right for reasons such as conservation or safety. The third hear-
ing, after decision on the first two, would decide whether the Indians had suffered monetary
damage by any inappropriate withholding or regulation of the treaty reserved rights prior to

the decision referred to.

In addressing itself to what was intended by the parties at the time, the courts have taken
into consideration the fact that if there is any question as to what us intended by the parties, or
whether they had reached a complete mutual understanding, the treaty must be construed in
accordance' with the way the Indians understood it. The courts have stated that they .he'lve

reached this conclusion because the United States Government has superior bargaining
&* power, provided for the writing of the treaties themselves because the Indians did not have 3

,X, written language, and because the Indians must have, therefore, relied upon what. the Uf\ite
’i’ States Government told them the treaty said, rather than their independent reading of it.

o‘t: Against this background of law, the first evidentiary hearing on the nature of the right
s

Mr, Ronald Ziemba

Box 205
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reserved was conducted in the United States District Court for the Western District of Wiscon-
o sin, here in Madison, in December of 1985. That hearing lasted for six days. My staff took th.e &
position, on behalf of the State of Wisconsin, that the Indians could not haye understood their .g.
reserved rights to be anymore than what they were actually doing at the time, and wanteq to o
continue doing at the time. We further took the position that they understood the reserva.hon .x.
of the rights to always be subject to the needs and demands of non-Indian seFt,lement. l b.eheve 4
these positions to be the strongest ones we could take, to be the positions with real mgrnt. and
the ones which afford us the greatest opportunity for success in the lawsuit.. The Indians, on
the other hand, took the position at the December hearing that they had reserved a rig.ht'to
hunt, fish and gather on the ceded lands of northern Wisconsin for any purpose they saw fit, in-
cluding commercial activities, and that they should be forever guaranteed a right to a perma-
nent share of the wildlife resources of northern Wisconsin. |

Following the conclusion of that hearing, the court asked the parties to present written
arguments, in the form of briefs. In response to that request, my staff has filed two very exten- &
sive written briefs with the court. The Indians have, of course, filed their briefs as well.

The court has not yet reached a decision with respect to the questions presented .b‘y that
first hearing. | am sorry that | simply cannot predict how long it may take for that decision to
be reached and, therefore, how long it will likely be before we even have an oportunity to pre-,
sent our position on questions of regulation in the second hearing. . | |

| can, however, assure you that | will do, and direct my staff to do, everything po.ssuble.to
represent the best interests of the citizens of northern Wisconsinand, indeed, all of Wisconsin,
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and bring the resolution of these problems and conflicts to a fair and just conclusion. .z.
o Sincerely yours, oxo

&

Bronson C. LaFollette
% Attorney General
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QUESTIONS...
SOME
momser - ANSWERS...

A treaty is an agreement, binding and legal, Retween two or more sovereign nations.
When nations make treatles with each other, they also recognize that each Is sovereign; that
'S, that each has legitimate political power of its own. All treaties made by the (1.S. govern-
Ment and another sovereign nation must be ratified by the United States Senate. N

When the first European explorers arrived in North America, there were at least a milion
lndians here, organized into more than 600 groups. Many of these groups belonged to highly
Stfucture,d governments within an Intricate, far-reaching trading economy. |

~ The agreements signed with Indian tribes are treaties because the (.S. recognized that
ribes were sovereign nations with legitimate sovereign powers of their own.

What legal status do these agreements have?

~ The U.S. Constitution upholds treaties as “the supreme law of the Iand'.' in Article IV, Sec-
tion 2. (1.S. eburts have repeatedly recognized Indian nations as sovereign. Consequently
lreaties between Indian nations and the (I.S. have the dignity as well as the full force and effect

of any other international agreement,

f\flicle VI - (.S. Constitution: |
All treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States shall be

the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in
the constitution of laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding.
Was the (.8, the only country to sign treaties with Indians?

No. England, France and Spain also dealt with Indian governments as equals. They sign-
ed treaties to regulate and formalize relationships with the tribes. Later, the (I.S. signed more

than 400 treaties with Indian governments.
What kinds of treaties have we signed with Indians in this country?

In the early treaties (1779-1810), the new United States was weak economically and
militarily. The country sought Indian assurances of peace. Often these treaties asked that In-
dians join In military alliances against the British, French and Spanish. Indians negotiated

~ these treaties from a position of strength since they could choose to ally themselves with the
“,U.S. or with the Europeans, 3 -

Y From 1817 to 1846, the Uf§; signed many “treaties of removal.” The primary goal was to
remove Indians from land desired by whites. These treaties reflect the declining power of the
Indians as the Europeans, potential allies against the (U.S., withdrew their claims from North
America. The emigration of the Cherokees (known as “Trail of Tears’') and other Indians from
the Southeast and from the Great Lakes to lands west of the Mississippi in Arkansas, Kansas
and Oklahoma occurred under these treaties.

Finally, the U.S. signed “reservation treaties” (1846-1864) or “treaties of peace and
friendship.” As the Southwest, the Pacific coast and Northwestern territories were claimed by
the .S., it became impossible to force Indians to move any farther west. War was proven to be
a nonviable solution by the costliness of Indian wars. Officials estimated that those wars had
cost the federal government more than one million dollars for each dead Indian.

As white settlers moved further west it became necessary for the United States to obtain
legal title to the land by signing treaties. In these new treaties, like the “treaties of removal.”
the Indians ceded vast amounts of land to the United States while reserving certain homelands
for exclusive tribal use and occupancy.

In return for land and altering their livelihoods, Indians received promises of money,
goods, and certain services, such as health care and education. the .S. government is still
providing these treaty-promised services in some cases today.

What promises did the United States make!'in the treaties?

In return for the vast Indian holdings and resources, the United States made certain pro-
mises:

1. Protection for Indians from attacks upon their lands and rights. This protection in-

cluded legal assistance.

2. Health Care,

3. Education.

4. Some monies.

Itis important to remember that these promises were made in honor. Also, they were, and
still are, legally binding upon the U.S. by the 6th Article of the (I.S. Constitution.
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THE TREATIES

The Lake Superior Chip-
pewa is the anglicized legal
name for one branch of the na-
tion of people who once called
themselves “Anishinabeg”"—or
“‘original people.’”” The

Anishinabeg once ruled ter- °

ritory from Niagra Falls to the
upper great plains, on both
sides of the Great Lakes Basin.

Historically, they spoke an
Algonquin language, maintain-
ed a woodlands ,lifestyle,
established religious and
political institutions, engaged
regularly in territorial battles,
and in recent years played an
important role in the trade
which ultimately lead to the
repopulation of the wupper
Great Lakes as we know it to-
day. Tribal legends, ar;
cheological studies, and
modern historians agree that

the Anishinabeg migrated
from the Atlantic coast and

One common method of
drawing distinctions among
the Anishinabeg nation is to
use the newer boundaries of
new nations and states. As an
example, the people of Lac
Courte Oreilles are one group
of six who comprise the
Wisconsin-based Lake
Superior Chippewas. There are
others in both Michigan and
Minnnesota who are Lake
Superior Chippewa Band
members. The Lake Superior
Chippewa is one band of many
which comprise the southern
Chippewa—those residing
within the United States. When
you combine the Southern
Chippewa with the Chippewa of

- Canada, we once more speak

of the Anishinabeg nation,
ogce the largest on the conti-
nent, now numbering about
100,000.

The Lake Superior Chip-
pewa achieved its legal identity
by participating in the 1825

the land in common—they
were referred to thereafter as
the “Lake Superior
Chippewas."

In the eyes of the represen.-
tatives of the United States,
whose constitution authorized
tht treaties be entered into with
the various Indian Tribes who
owned land sought by the (.S,
the Lake Superior Chippewa
was viewed as a distinctive
political entity with full
sovereign power. It is this
recognition at this time in
history and through the
treatymaking process that
makes clear the nature of
future treaties and their contin-
uing legitimacy and impacts
which carry through to today.

We will look at four
treaties between the [Lake
Superior Chippewa and the
United States of America. The
first three, 1825 at Prarie du
Chien; 1837 at St. Peters; and
1842 at La Pointe remras

iwhich established permanent In fact the negotiations
Ireservations, will be briefly were successful and another

ly there has been a revival.
It has been only in the past

lsummarized at first.

As the Treaties of 1837
and 1842 state, the Lake
Superior Chippewa ceded, or
sold, to the United States what
Isnow northern Wisconsin, and
paits of Michigan and Min-
nesota. In exchange they
réserved the right to occupy
and harvest the resources in
this former homeland. Within
the treaties is the provision
that if they “misbehaved” the
President may order their
f€moval to lands yet unceded
In Minnesota. |
 In 1850, such an order was
Issued but in fact was never im-
Ple_meﬁted; In the eyes of the
leaders of the Chippewa, peace
Was prevailing and therefore
adamantly refused to move.
The new Wisconsin legislature
(\Zis%onsin joined the union in
1848) agreed and in early 1854

Treaty was concluded at La

Pointe. On September 30,
1854, the Lake Superior Chip-
pewa ceded their remainihg
homeland in Minnesota. In ex-
change, they reserved the right
to harvest the resources and
occupy permanent sites which
we know today as the
Wisconsin-based Indian Reser-
vations of Red Cliff, Bad River,
St. Croix, Lac Courte Oreilles,
Lac du Flambeau and Mole
Lake; other reservations were
secured in Michigan and Min-
nesota.

The Lake Superior Chip-
pewa, oce known as “Gitchi-

gummi-wininninway" “Great

Lake Men,” first became a
distinctive political force, but
as a consequence of land ces-
sions returned to small,
specific and separate reserva-

tions. Over a period of a cen-

few decades amidst individual
court actions that the separate
reservations have refound the
political strength entrenched
In those early treaties by the
former leaders of the Lake
Superior Chippewa. The cur-
rent court action known as the
“Voigt Decision” points clearly
to the foresight and strength of
the Lake Superior Chippewa.
Once more, the separate
groups are working together
and this legal process may
open avenues for additional

ventures by the Lake Superior
members,

established the current
homeland at about the same
time Columbus reached San

Salvador,

Treaty by Prarie du Chien. As  land ang ,;;'{,":f fl_eepsresezt:'tge'
the -_document» states, various memberg bf'thef Lak_e_rve . f'y
chiefs and other leaders were Da e pupeyior

viewed as one body who owned  Treaty of 1gsy ey

= ‘59 the removal policy.

tury of separation these reser-
vation islands faired poorly
amidst a sea of wealth and
development by their non.
Indian neighbors. More recent.

Petitioned the U.S. Congress to

[
B
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Wild Rice Wetland

Inventory of Northwest
Wisconsin

by Timothy Andryk
GLIFWC Wildlife Biologist

ABSTRACT: A wild rice inven.
tory of northwestern Wisconsin
was conducted during summer
1985 to collect necessary infor-
mation for development of a
wild rice management pro-
gram in northern Wisconsin. A
Wild rice suitability index was
developed and after further
refinement will be used to
monitor wild rice habitat quali-
ty and assess potential rein-
troduction sites. Bioligical,
chemical, and physical factors
were recorded, detailed maps
wWere prepared. Sixty two lakes,
L1 ricers and 8 flowages sup-
ported 767 ha (1896 acres) of
wild rice in northwestern
Wisconsin, Total wild rice
acreage for the northern one-
third of Wisconsin was
estimated at 2,000 ha or 5,000
acres and was associated with
favorable spring water levels in
1985. Perennial aquatic
vegetation, crayfish, and
beaver were found to negative-
ly impact wild rice beds in
northwest Wisconsin. Purple
loosestrife was commonly
found and is considered a
threat to wild rice wetlands in
northern Wisconsin,

Introduction

Wild rice abundance and
distribution in Wisconsin has
been drastically reduced since
the early nineteenth century
(Taube 1951, Stoddard 1957,
Fannucchi et al. in press). Wild
rice, once abundant
throughout the state, is now
classified as a scarce resource.
Wisconsin Administrative
Code sec. NR 1.95 (4), as much
wild rice has been eliminated
by altering river courses. con-
structing dams and flowages,
shoreline development.
wetland drainage, dredging,
pollution, vegetation competi-
tion, high beaver populations
and carp. This decline is cause
for alarm in light of wild rice's
important ecological,
economic, cultural, and
aesthetic values. Consequent-
ly, the Great Lake Indian Fish
and Wildlife Commission
(GLIFWC) and Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR) in 1985
established a joint working
group to develop a wild rice
protection and enhancement
program in northern Wiscon-
Sin.
The first task of the
GLIFWC WDNR wild rice
technical working group was to
do inventory existing and
potential wild rice sites. Conse-
quently, GLIFWC hired a stu-
dent intern and 2 aides to
survey the WDNR Northwest
Wisconsin District and WDNR
hired a student intern to survey
the WDNR North Central
district during summer of
~1985. This report presents
preliminary results of
GLIFWC's wild rice survey of
northwest Wisconsin. Detailed
analysis of the data collected
will be' conducted once all the

data has been entered into
computer files

comprehensive statistical
analysis.

to facilitate’
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Wild Rice Acreage =

A total of 127 bodies of
water (82 of which supported
wild rice) and 767 ha (1,896
acres) of wild rice were
surveyed. Wild rice beds were
present in 62 lakes, 11 rivers,
and 8 flowages. A total of
479.1 ha (1,184 acres) of dense
wild rice beds, and 133.1 ha
(329.5 acres) of medium densi-
ty wild rice beds, and 154..8
(382.5 acres) of sparse density
wild rice beds were recorded.
There was much variability in
the size of rice beds, ranging
from 0.04 ha (0.1 acres) to 80.9
ha (200 acres). Size of dense
rice beds averaged 11.7 ha
(28.8 acrbs), medium density
rice beds averaged 7.8 ha(19.3
acres), and sparse density rice

. beds avereaged 6.2 ha (15.3

acres).

In general, the largests
percentage of rice occurred in
dense beds, which averaged
larged in size than those of
medium or sparse density
beds. Rice density varies from
year to year depending on a
variety of environmental fac.
tors, the most important being
stable spring water levels
(Chambliss 1940, Thomas and
Stewart 199), Water levels were
considered favorable in spring
1985, and thus it was con-
sidered a good year for wild
rice in northwestern Wisconsin
(Flapagan et al. pers. comm.).

Approximately 951 ha
(2,350 acres) of wild rice was
surveyed.in the WDNR North
Central district (Niemann
1986). We estimate that (with
the 767 ha surveyed in
northwestern Wisconsin,
roughly 200 ha on Chippewa
Indian Reservations, and
assorted unsurveyed rice beds)
the northern one-third™®f
Wisconsin supported roughly
2,000 ha or 5,000 acres of
natural wild rice stands in
1985. If all this acreage were
utilized by hand harvesting
(with average hand harvesting
yields) it could potenitally yield
$2,000,000 worth of wild rice
annually at the 1985 average
Wisconsin price of
$6.00/pound of processed rice.,
Hand harvesting takes only 10
to 20% of rice seeds produced
annually by a wild rice bed
(Moyle 1944, Lawrence 1951,
G. Fannucchi 1983) leaving
ample amounts for reseeding
and wildlife utilization.

The 2,000 ha estimate of
wild rice in northern Wisconsin
was associated with the
favorable water conditions of
spring 1985, When water levels
are favorable, Minnesota sup-
ports an estimated 12,100 ha
(30,000 acres) of wild rice
(Libertus 1981) and northwest
Ontario supports an estimated

10,700 ha (26,400 acres) (Lee
1976).

Associate Aquatic Plants

Common aquatic
emergent plants associated
with wild rice were: cattail, bur-
reed, bulrush, pickerelweed,
and arrowhead. Common
submergent plants associated

with wild rice were: cootail,
various pondweeds,

elodea,

Ojibewa women Preparing wild rice as it was

" Lorman

“responsible

of June (Chamb"ss 1340,

t 1969)

Thomas and Stewa found

Crayfish were e
57% of the survey stt€. BN, i
suspected to be negatl¥ o
pacting a large perce:nfd e
northwest Wisconsin wil Or-
beds. Rusty crayfish i
cotnectes rusticus) are I
native to Wisconsin but 5’;
currently considered by wDN
to be present in all clearwatef;
relatively hard-bottom Iake§ 0
northern Wisconsin (A. Ensn.gn
pers. comm.). Rusty crqyflsh
populations can dramatlcal!y
reduce abundance of aquatic
plants (Magnuson et al. 1972,
1980) and have
eliminated most rooted
aquatics in Lake Metonga,
Forest Co., WI (Carlson 1979).
They are also considered
for dramatic
declines in aquatic plants in
many other northern Wiscon:

- sin lakes (Capelli 1982, Lor-

man 1980). Rusty crayfish can
severely impact wild rice in the
floating leaf stage (Noetzel
1986) and are a suspected
Cause for wild rice decline on
the Sugarbush Lakes chain of

' the Lac du Flambeau Indian

Reservation, Vilas County,
Wisconsin* (D, Schwalenberg

M pers comm),

'.\ -
-» -4 ‘_
- % -

done years ago,

The scene is part of the Four Seasons display at the Mille

Lacs Indian Museum.

water milfoil, and wild celery.
Common floating aquatijes
were: yellow pond lily; wigte
water lily water shield/ and
duckweek.

Generally, as wild rice
density decreased the abun.
dance of emergent
submergent, and floating
perennial competitors increas
ed. Floating aquatics (especial-
ly white water lily and water
shield ) are of most ocncern
because of their ability 'to
shade out wild rice plants (Kut.
cha 1984). Purple loosestrife,
also of concern as a potential
threat to rice beds (Stukey
1980), was found in 15 wild
rice survey areas. Purple
loosestrife, an exotic plant that
rapidly outcompetes native
aquatic plants (Thompson et
al. 1980), is spreading swiftly

throughout northern Wiscon.
sin.

'‘Water Chemistry

Average pH values of wild
rice beds were: 6.4 (SD - 3.2)
for dense beds, 7.5 (SD - 0.9)
for medium density beds, and
7.6 (SD - 1.7) for sparse density
beds. Average conductivity
values of wild rice beds (in
umhos/cm) were: 143 (SD - 45)
for dense beds, 119 (SD . 44)
for medium density beds, and
121 (SD - 46) for sparse density
beds.

Generally, pH was lower
and conductivity was higher for

dense rice beds than for
medium or sparse density
beds, which is consistent with
what was found in north central
Wisconsin (Niemann 1986).
The average northwestern
Wisconsin pH of 6.4 for dense
wild rice beds is outside of
what has been considered the
optimum pH range for wild
rice, 7.2d - 8.8 (Moyle 1944,
Stoddard 1957), but is consis.
tent with the average pH of 6.0

ty limited analysis. In addition,

time permitted only one pH .

and conductivity measurement
al each survey site. Conse.
quently, since pH varies from
time of year and local weather
conditions, the measurements
offer limited insight into the
water chemistry of wild rice

beds in northwestern Wiscon.
sin.

"Wild Rice Suitability Index

The wild rice suitability in-
dex varied from 91.6 to 166.0
at sites supporting wild rice.
varying at each site depending
on wild rice presence, basin
depth and contours, shoreline
characteristics, bottom types,
water quality, water control
stuctures, abundance of
aquatic plant competitors;'
wildlife utilization, and other
factors that we measured and
assigned points to based on
potential impact to rice (wild
rice survey form, Appendix B).
The index was significantly
lower (at the 95% level) at
survey sites which did not sup:-
port wild rice than at sites sup:
porting wild rice.

GLIFWC designed the
survey index as a relatively
quick way to assess wild rice
habitat, to evaluate potential
reintroduction sites and
monitor rice habitat changes.
There was some questionable
variability in index values col-
lected between northwest
Wisconsin rice surveyors and
north central Wisconsin
surveyors. However, within a
survey crew observations ap-
peared standardized ang thus
we feel the index can bé made
workable if all surveyors are
adequately trained to standar-
dize their observations.

Associated Fish and Wildll.fe

Approximately 14% of the
wild rice beds on lakes, in-

Muskrat (Ondatra
zibethicus) were found to

seriously impact sparse rice
stands, taking a large percen-
tage of the emerging wild rice
stems,
responsible for failure of
planted rice beds (Krummes
1940, Dore 1969) and can im-
pair the ability of a rice bed to
reseed itself (W. Fannucchi et
al. 1983). Muskrat damage
(eliminating seed producing
stems) for 3 successive years
Of more to sparse wild rice
beds may greatly reduce or
eradicate 'a rice bed. The
University of Minnesota
(Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion) found that less than 10%
of wild rice seeds were still
viable after being dormant in
the sediment for 3 years, and
progressively much less were
viable after each additional

year of dormancy (Oelke et al.
1983).

The wild rice suitability in-
dex needs to be refined
through supplemental field
work and testing. This index
can become a vaulable tool for
assessing wild rice potential in
a body of water to target wild
rice enhancement and rein-
troduction efforts.

More research on cray fish
damage needs to be done. Rus-
ty crayfish damage to wild rice
beds in northern Wisconsin
needs to be quantified and con-
trol techniques developed.

Management
\

GLIFWC and WDNR plan
to select several existing and
potential wild rice sites to in-
itially target rice protection,
enhancement, and rein-
troduction efforts, Proven rice
enhancement techniques and
experimental techniques will
be used with the inventory data
base for development of rice
protection, enhancement, and
reintroduction guidelines ex-
panded plans for northern
Wisconsin.

In the absence of manage-
ment guidelines, current rice
management efforts should be
directed at stabilizing May -
June water levels by beaver
control and/or uitlizing ex-
isting water control structures,
Beaver impacting large
bodies of water or rice beds

Muskrats have been o

Competing‘ Pe€rennjy
¢ plants In wild rjq,
beds can be contfolled l?y ap.
. _.tion of aquatic herbicide,
pllcatlof‘ roved fe
(roteo is EPA approved fq,
inq over water in Wiscop,
SProyITs ical removal
sin), by mechanica a o
by overwinter drawdown |
ieasible (Kuchta 1984). Over.
winter drawdown not oqu con.
trols competing perennials by,
can also control abundance qf
rusty crayfish, mustkrats, ang
beaver Control of perenniy
aquatics in combinatigp with
spring water level stapllnzation
can Cause substantial increases
in rice bed size and quality,
The 200 acre rice bed in Clam
L ake, Burnett County (the
largest we surveyed) has ex.
perienced at |least a 3-fold in.
crease In size since the early
1970's, as @ result of installa.
tion of a water control stryc.
ture at the outlet and subse.
quent mechanical removal of
submergent aquatics qnnually
by a weed cutter. This wor
was done by the Clam Lake
Association, which reports that
not only has it benefl'tted wild
rice. but it has also improved
fishing success on the lake.
Purple loosestrife control
by herbicides or hand removgl
should be done wherever posi.
ble. Purple loosestrife not only
poses a threat to wild rice, but
to the ecological diversity and
importance of all wetlands in
northern Wisconsin.

aquaﬁ

Carp (Carpinus carpia)
were present in at least 187 of
the survey sites as indicated in
WDNR County surface water
resources publications. Wild
rice eradication on Lake
Koshkonong in southern

Wisconsin has been attributed
to the introduction of carp
there (Black 1944) and carp
have been documented
uprooting wild rice within a few
days of stocking in a research
pond at Madison, Wisconsin
(Black 1946). Carp can be
especially destructive to wild
rice when its in the floating leaf
stage in May and June (Rose
1984).

Blackbirds (Agelaius
phoeniceus) were found to
utilize most of the rice beds
surveyed. However, resear-
chers have found that
blackbirds feed mostly on the
rice worm (Apamea apamifor-
mis) and do not consume
enough seeds to impact the
yields of handharvesters (J.
Stewart unpubl., D. Wilcox
pers. comm). Blackbirds may
reduce rice seed yields though,
If large numbers feed in ripe
rice stands prior to harvesting,
knocking the rice into the
water before handharvesters

have the opportunity to harvest
it

RECOMMENDATIONS

The wild rice survey data
for northwest Wisconsin
needs to be combined with
that from northeast Wiscon-
sin, and entered in computer
files to facilitate comprehen-
sive analysis, A large range of
factors impact wild rice bed
size, density, and yield and
thus multivariate analysis is
needed to collectively ex-
amine and weigh all factors
potentially impacting nor-

thern Wisconsin wild rice
beds. |

An annual systematic

monitoring program of the
larger and more important

wild rice beds should be in-
itiated. GLIFWC plans include
developing an annual aerial
Survey over northern Wiscon-
sin rice areas and intensified

should be controlled through
trapping and subsequent
removal of dams. Beaver ¢on.
trol must be selected, since
shallow beaver ponds (less
than 1.5 m or 5 ft. deep) can
create rice habitat if dam
alteration is done at key
moments in the spring to pre.

vent rapid water. leyel in-
creases. "

field monitoring at select wild
rice sites including complete
sediment and water chemistry
analysis in relation to wild rice
seed production. WDNR plans
-to continue the rice survey in-
itiated last summer by survey:-
Ing 9 wild rice sites in 1986
that were not surveyed in
1985 due to lack of time
,(_Niemaﬁng 1986),

ey

found in the roughly 3400 acre
Nett Lake rice bed (Swan
1983), considered one of the

finest beds in Minnesota.

- The range of pH and con-
ductivit uremente |
northwesyterrr?ea\sgcebrggia?s'ric|2
beds was great: 6.4 to 10,1 for
PH, and 49 to 225 umhos/cm
for conductivity, This Variabii-

cluding some of the largest, ap-
peared to have problems with
beaver altering spring water
levels. Beaver dams are most
damaging during periods of
high runoff, when they can
rapidly raise water levels,
uprooting rice plants which are
in the critical floating leaf
stage from mid-May to the end
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These articles appeared in the Four
Chisholm’s column, and expange
the DNR’s perception of the Star

FISHING

€ason’s Newspaper, Joe
d on poth the Tribes’ and
Lake debate,

from Joe Chisholm’s Colump i, the F AP St
sons

last week.

i verbal spears jabbeq ;
spring fishing season may sq '
ed during the season itse|f 3

The latest turns oy 4,
old written by Jameg Sc
Force to the Wiscong;
Chief negotiator

0 be a letter now almost three weeks
hlender of the Voigt Inter-Tribal Task
n Department of Natural Resource's

Geor
orge Meyer. Schlender had intended to
keep the letter COnfidential but decided to run it over to the

our Season :
F : S, News after Meyer's comments were given
coverage in this colymn last week

iy | .
t.e keep treEltmgoour mail to the DNR as confidential but
every time George writes a letter it i
press before we findit in o we seem to read it in the
A ot of ink ur mailboxes,” Schlender told me.
J . Ink has been spilled as both sides recount their
versions of what happened at the negotiation table. Georae

Meyer was the first to make publi % e 9

that occurred at the cl public some of the duscusswr.\s

Battenouch lstins Chc.)s“ed sessions. Sc‘hlender has now said

B tistioncat whalzg : “"What matters is not what | recall of

e it you recall of them but what result, reduc-

: g in the form of an agreement, eventually come of
them.
The main point of contention has become whether the

DNR and tt.xe tribes “contmeplated” the kind of situation that

developed in the Minocqua area on the last night of the Chip-

pewa spearing season. Lac du Flambeau members showed up

In |§rge numbers at Star Lake and ended up taking 3.8 times

their quota of walleye. Jim Schlender said at the Voigt Task

Force's May 9 press conference that no mechanisms were in
place to halt a harvest midway through a night because no one
thought such mechanisms would be required - no one, in-
cluding the DNR. At that time the tribes admitted they erred by
not anticipating the situation but noted that the error was
shared by the DNR negotiators. Meyer has denied that he failed
to think of the problem and to buttress his contentions has
recited at length what occurred at the negotiations.

, Schlender responds: ‘In any event, nothing you
recite...contradicts what [ told the press on May 9: ‘To the ex-
tent that some overharvest was contemplated by the parties to
the agreement, there was a clear understanding at the bargain-

ing table that no closure of a lake would be required in the
course of-a night's'spearing.” Without doubt extensive discus-

sion occurred in preventing overharvest, culminating in the
agreement that a one night 65% TAC harvest would result in
closure on future nights. The fact that much discussion
preceeded that understanding does not erase the fact that was
the understanding reached, that that was the only harvest-

To Joe Chisholm:

In your June 9, 1986 c9
with Jim Schlender, you state
pewa tribes had honestly st0©
“error” by “not catc

an overharest of w@
suggested that the Depa
get on with business as U

Joe, the problem with t
blem was caught by U
during the three days ©

for a tight permit system

f negot

prevent an overharvest. Thet
posal and stated that they WO
regulating themselves and
several lakes. You can V€

several Department N€g

negotiating notes.
For Jim Schlender to

caught” in negotiations an
would not expose this untru
negotiations is a bit much to t

with what he is saying now juf§ts
ir

very similar to Tom Maulson

lv denying that the Lac du Fla
/ e ntoaPA

Star Lake in retaliatio
Unfortunately it cannot

tribes and the Department.

umn: Paseq
d lhat you thOUgh

dup by Sa}’ing that they AL

hing' the need [0 @ Mech,

lleye in oN€
rtment
sual W

a
jth Schlenge,

e advic® 'S that this

s in the n€

to asuf

N on .
n a lake € night
place too many spearers O Cpes repeat ght and thereby

N a conversation
t that the Chip-

nism to prevent
oo You further
dmit this error and

ﬂd | a|SQ

n potential pro-
the STOCess. Repeatedly

“partment pressed
€ tribes would not

edly rejected our pro-

uld prei\'nem the problem by self-
spreﬂb 2 the.ir spearers over
rify this Y Peaking to any of the
otiator®

by reviewing our

now say that this problem was “not
d to then =
th by reVealing what happened in
ake. We
to mar
t adMitting ang then repeated-
mbedY SPearers overharvested
RR ff'l'y held earlier in the day.
be busiN®ss as ysyal between the
Becaus® Of the federal court rul-
ral RESOUTCes has to implement

NOPe that the Department

'€ not going to agree
€ his story truthful. It is

Mr. Joe Chisholm
Four Seasons News

P.0. Box 798
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

Dear Joe:

| am responding tardily

WDNR, Division of Enforcement, in t
Four Seasons as | have been in Albuquerqu

Typically, Mr. Meyer did not

warding me a copy of his comme
published. | do find his reference to me as

I” interesting and ironic, If not downright

prior to having them
a vendor of "snake ol

childish.

The vending of snake oil, of course, is part o

tions of white America. Throug '
attempted to negotiate,' to talk, and settle matters in goo
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to the letter from George Meyer,
he June 16th issue of the
e the past week.

afford me the courtesy of for:
nts, which regardmy integrity,

f the tradi-

h many centuries tribes have
d

faith. Time and time again, they have been deceived and vic-
timized by the white man's deliberate use of chicanery to explit
the tribes for political or economic gain. George Meyer con-
tinues this tradition masterfully, and his constant disclaimers

only fool some.
Rather than admit to an

honest error that he made in spr-

ing spearing negotiations with the Voigt Task Force, George
Meyer has admitted to something far more egregious: that he

v ° !
recognized a serious, resource-threate

ning flaw in the tribal

fishing agreement but nevertheless, fully aware of the risks to

the fishery, agreed to it, For

the entire controversy which has

arisen in the wake of the Chippewa spearing season boils down

inas the Department of Natu . )
thg Chippewa treaty hunting and f1shing rights, However,

there is no federal court requiresl'"erlt tha" we believe the word
of Schlender or Maulson. we did S? N the past and this
resulted in ourselves and the citizens O this §tate being burned
very bad this spring. The Depaf"f"g‘]‘ wil continue to be
responsible on the sensitive issue 0! “-Nippewa treaty hunting
and fishing rights. We will obviously cafr)’ out the directions of
the federal courts. But, we are not buying any more snake oil

from Schlender or Maulson.
Thank you for listening.

Sincerely,

George E. Meyer, Administrator
Division of Enforcement

----‘----

Stizostedion vitrerwm (Mitchill)

to one indisputale fact: nothing in the Agreement regulating
tribal spearing provided for lake closure midway through a
night's spearing.

For the tribes’ part such a-provision was not suggested
because we, mistakenly, believed there was no need for such a
provision; we have been willing to credit the state with similar
reasons for not insisting on such a provision. George Meyer's
repeated assertions that he did indeed recognize the need for
such a provision but did not insist upon it now leads us to con-
clude something very different: that Mr. Meyer, in an un-
precedented move and for motives unclear, decided to
sacrifice the vital interests of the state in negotiating the spr-
ing agreement,

(Inder our first theory, George Meyer, together with the
tribes, simply lacked omniscience, somethjng none of us mor-
tals can claim. Under the new theory that George Meyer has
curiously insisted upon, Mr. Meyer does not lack omniscience,

he lacks good judgment. |
This self-indictment is, in our opinion, far more serious

than the indictment brought by the tribes.

Sincerely,

James H. Schlender
Executive Administrator

State lauds tribal cooperation
from Ashalnd Daily Press,
June 9

EAU CLAIRE (AP) — The trapping and grain harvesting

were upheld in 1983 by the 7th

impact upon fish and game
(1.S. Circuit Court of Appeals

limiting understanding reached, and that that understanding
reserves by Chippewa Indians

does nothing to address the problem of the harvesting, within

CIVILIZED

one night, of two or three or four times the tribal quota.” (55 . . ‘ |
t is inconceivable, says Schlender, that Meyer could have Exertc)lsrng their treaty r 'ths in Chicago. :

noted this problem, cared deeply about it, and then approved ?Sh ean genera.lly neghglb'le, Some non-Chippewa

an agreement that did not address it. “Knowing your commit- with Indians taking fewer fish groups oppose the treaty

ment to resource protection, | cannot believe that you recom- a.nd deer than even negotia- ¢ .lau.se.s. calling them

Amend to your superiors or recommended to the citizens of There is a special relation- :\ll(;?:r;l:?c:;)uarc[:: g?fritc?;?z;yzf d'sc?}:‘g:)at:(s);yﬁ said tribal

from The Innocent Bystander

'Wisconsin an agreement which you felt at the time did not ade-
quately address all of your concerns. And yet the agreement
you passed on for approval did not require, or even suggest,
that tribes enact a regulatory provision delegating authority so
close a lake midway through a night's spearing, or delegating
authority to limit member effort on a lake. | can only suppose
from that omission that you did not foresee the need for such
provisions.”

Schlender steers clear of trying to cast the tribes as inno-
cent parties in the Star Lake incident. “l do not mean to point
an accusing finger at you. As | made very clear on May 9, the
tribes suffered, along with the DNR, from an inability to
foresee the need to regulate against this risk. But you con-
tinued efforts to turn, in the public eye, a joint inability to
foresee a need into a tribal inability to regulate is nothing but a
self-serving life.”

Meyer has argued that the dispute over what was agreed to
at the table now means a member of the public should be in-
cluded on the state bargaining team. Maybe the public should
be at the table for other reasons, but the idea of each side br-
inging in witnesses to the negotiations to attest to what was
discussed doesn't make a lot of sense to me. As Jim Schlender
says, what matters is what ends up getting written down. And,
as Schlender says, there is, nothing in the spring spearing
agreement that required a lake closure midway through the
night. Schlender's conclusion as to both parties lack of
foresight does not seem all that unreasonable.

Omiitting a lake closure mechanism was a big mistake.
The tribes have said that next year it should be fixed. The
tribes have said they “messed up” by not catching it for this
y&ar. It probably wasn't easy for all of the Chippewa tribes to
stand up and honestly say they made an error. It certainly has
not been easy to get the DNR to admit that it made an error.
But it's high time for some honesty from that side of the table,
too. None of us is infallible, even George Meyer. As Jim
Schlender says, “Perhaps if all of us could admit to an occa-

sional error we might be able to clear the air and move on to

the tasks ahead.”

e > A < < < < T < ~
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by Joel McNally,

Milwaukee Journal

Some people might
misconstrue white protests of
Indian spearfishing as racist.
Raving, foaming-at-the-mouth,
anti-Indian diatribes can
sometimes be interpreted that
way. |
But many real Wisconsin
fishermen are deeply offended
morally by the special rights

. granted to Indians under their

treaties. *

Fishing and morality go
together like wine and cheese.
Fishermen are floating saints
when it comes to strictly
abiding by all the rules and
regualtions of fishing.

No fisherman has ever
caught more than the daily
limit. Mo fisherman has ever
kept a fish that was not legal
size.,

Any fisherman who did

that would never be able to

look at himself in the mirror.
That can be hard enough after
staying up all night drinking
beer and playing poker.
Fishermen want to see all
fish killed fair and square.
Sneaking up behind a fish and
stabbing it in the back is the

kind of inexcusable behavior .

that ticks off Charles Bronson
when it happens on the street.

It might be that Indians
have been spearfishing for cen-
turies. That doesn't make it
right. This is the 20th century,
:g,d civilized man has advanc-
~ Thecivilized way to fish is
to put on a stupid-looking hat,
drink tons of beer and throw
out a line with a hula girl on It.

ship between fishermen and
fish.They are locked in a battle
of wits. Fish have keener wits
than many people realize. They
do hilarious impresions.

The contest is like a chess
game, There is nothing more
satsifying than beating a
walleye at chess.

It's man against fish, and
only one of them will emerge
victorious, If man wins, the fish
will be caught and gutted and
eaten. If the fish wins, man will
be blue.

There should be romance
to ‘fishing. There is not
romance in spearfishing. It's
just wham, bam.: The least a
fisherman can do is get to
know a fish a little bit first over
drinks and dinner.

Apparently, we are stuck
with Indian rights. They are
justanother example of how In-
dians bamboozled the white
man with their slick treaty
negotiating.

All other Wisconsin
fishermen can do is set a good
example and try to teach In-
dians the value of protecting
the  environment. That has
always been one of the white
man's specialties.

White hunters protected
millions of buffalos from the
Indians, White fishermen can
do the same for muskies and
walleyes,

So when fishing season

opens this weekend, fishermen -

will be on a moral mission.
They will be out to catch as
many fish as possible the right
way. :

- Fish will be falling all over
themselves to be‘ caught by
real sportsmen. It makes one

Pr °ﬂd\1§,be a fish.

. ;

David Jacobson, Nor-
thwest District director for the
DNR, said the department
counted 634 deer harvested by
a couple of hundred Indian
hunters.

"Keep it in perspective,”
he urged.

All licensed hunters killed
280,000 deer last year while
another 40,000 fell to archers,
he said, compared with 35,000
which were killed by motor
vehicles,

“That's ' not very
traumatic,” Jacobson said of
the tribal count.

He said one tribe out of six
spearing fish this spring
overharvested Star and Plum
lakes to apoint considered

“somewhat damaging.”

But he said that represents
two lakes out of 15,000 and
has provided evidence that
spearing “has the potential to
harm the resource. But in the
bigger picture, they did not
harm the fishing resource.”

Jacobson added that the
willingness of Chippewa
leaders to discuss off-
reservation hunting and fishing
regulations is little appreciated
by the general public.

Federal court rulings that
upheld treaty hunting provi-
sions left the DNR with little
negotiating power, he pointed

out.
“The state is not in a posi-

tion of great strength on this
issue. The tribes are,” he
remarked in a talk last week to
a civic group.

The department
negotiates annual off-
reservation rules with six nor-
thern Wisconsin tribes whose
19th-century treaty provisions

concerning hunting, fishing,

leaders initiated the issue a
decade ago by notifying the
DNR. that two tribes would
spear fish under their inter-
pretation of treaty provisions.

Critics say spearing
depletes the supply of game
fish, and that tactic led to quar-
rels with Chippewa fishermen
Yhe last two years. Spearing is
generally forbidden for other
fishermen in Wisconsin under
DNR rules.

The DNR won a local tri al
and prevailed again in U.S.
District Court at Madison
before a three-judge panel on
the Chicago appellate court
upheld the arguments of tribal
lawyers.

Then the U.S. Supreme
Court refused to review the
case, and the state had to
decide whether to initiate new
court action or see if Chippewa
were willing to negotiate.

Jacobson said the DNR
researched court challenges of
Indain rights elsewhere in the
nation.

“In 21 separate battles, the
score was 21 to zip in favor of
the Indians,” he said.

“We decided we didn't
want to litigate. We decided we
wanted to do something uni-
que and different. We decided
to try a process called
negotiating,” he said.

Negotiations have attain.
ed 14 agreements, he said.

Unresolved questions in-
clude the extent to which the
six tribes can exercise the pro-
visions on public land off their
reservations.

. The .District Court in
Madison is reviewing the ques-
tion. Jacobson said guidelines
may be handed down with two
months,
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Governor candidates blast
treaty rights

Reprinted from the Lakeland
Times, June 23

Two lead\ing Republican
governor candidates vowed at
the Protect American Rights
and Resources (PARR) banquet
to lead the fight to get rid of
special Indian fishing and hun-
ling rights if elected governor.

George Watts and Tommy
Thompson had no trouble get-
ting audience applause at the
banquet Thursday at the Holi-
day Homestead, Minoqua. Ap:
proximately 230 persons at-
tended. |

This was the group's first
banquet, It sponsored a rally in
Minocqua earlier this year that
altracted approximately 1,000
persons. PARR opposes special
Indian fishing, hunting, trapp-
ing rights granted to them
through federal treaties made
in the 19th Century.

Thompson said, if elected
governor, that he would ask
the President and Congress to
‘address the effects of Native
American rights on reserya-
tions, natural resources and
economic life in the areas af-
fected.”

In addition, he said as
governor he would appoint a
bipartisan, biracial commis-
sion - that would in¢lude PARR
membership to develop
guidelines for resource
management. (Gov. Tony Earl
earlier this month said he
would appoint a blue-ribbon
commission to address spear-
fishing and other issues that
divided Indian and non-Indian
in northern Wisconsin.)

“Spearing game fish while
they are spawning is not a good

-
:
>

s

CANDIDATES
BEGIN TO

fishing or sporting practice,

he said.
Watts said the (.S. Con-

stitution says "nothing abc?ut
Americans making trealies
with its own citizens (Native
Americans).” Those people
gave up any treaty rights, he al-
firmed, when they became (.5,
citiznens in 1924,

“Some tribes would like to
have .it"both ways, (but) they
can't have it,” he sald.

He gave a three point plan
to address the problem:

e Petition Congress (o
terminate the treaties at once.

* Eliminate the federal
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
and encourage the phasing out
of Indian welfare programs and
bring eligible recipients under
state and federal programs.

"¢ Forbid the state Depart-

ment of Natural Resources
(DNR) to negotiate special
rights for the Indians. He said
Gov. Tony Earl should nol
allow the “buying out"” of those
rights.

Earl Criticized

Both candidates criticized
Earl, their Democratic oppo:
nent, who has announced he
will seek re-election.

"One of the first things
that Earl did 'was to create
special desks in the governor's
office,”” Thompson said.
“These desks reflect his at-
titude toward the people of the
state. He has special desks for
almost everything special

desks for minorities, for Indian
affairs, for gay and lesbian
rights, for others.

“But he doesn't have a
special desk for the family. He
doesn't have a special desk for

Mark Ebener, GLIFWC biologist and mike Plucinski, GLIFWC biological technician lift lam-

:

children. He doesn't have 3
speical desk for the NOrtheHa
doesn't have a special desl{ foi
you.

"~ Nor, he said, did Earl

. : S ad-
ministration provide en%adh
for tourism pPromotion Ttg\e

communities of Wiscq
Dells and Lake Delton alone
spend more for tourism Promo.
tion than does the State of
Wisconsin for the entire State

"As with the fishing an;i
hunting issues he's faileg ‘o
lead."

“(Tourism promoti()n)
one area where we are 90ing to
spend more money," said
Watts, who said he wij] redyce
state spending if elected gover:
nor, although he PrOmiseq tq
spend more money on
promotion. .

Thompson also Criticized
the state Departmep, o
Natural Resources (DNR) for
not keeping pace with fjg}, hat-
cherlies construction. "They are
more interested in 4Cquiring
new lands than developing the
resources they already have ”
he said.

Watts lambasted Egay for
‘appeasement” regarding the
treaty issue, \ |

Both candidates said
PARR has many friends |pn
southern Wisconsin and both
said they would fight to fyriper
the Northwoods image tajnted
by the treaty controversy.

Thompson said the tribes

nsin

IS

airy

must adhere “to reasonaple -

limits™ during the spring Spear-
fishing season. He criticizad
the Lac du Flambeau tribe's
overharvesting of Star Lake.
and, quoting the DNR's
response, said it was "a pja-
tant, inexcusable assault gp
the natural resources of
Wisconsin,”
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prey traps from the Bad River as part of a lamprey control project being performed jointly
with the Fish and Wildlife Service. : | |

Lamprey -'li'tt'lecrltters;a:eauiingm;ﬁ% j problems for ou
Mark Ebener displays a couple caught @3qmpr y traps
N

%*ﬁm**

LINE UP

Damrell

announces can-
didacies

WASHBURN —
“Dave” Damrel| 41,
nounced his Candidacy
7th U.S. Congresiona Seat cur-
rently held by Dayiqg Obey,

' @ professor of
. Northland Col-

Joseph
has an-

for the

POSs|-
évin

tion Is Republjcan K
Hermening,

On Indian treaty rights he
said, "l believe the treaties’are
12W; and the relations between
whites and Natjye Americans
have been >everely damaged
by the policies of the Depart.
ment of Natural Resources and

oth.er | dgovernment
institutions.”

There s €nough fish and
‘game for eveéryone, he said
"but .not €nough for the cori
porations who profit from the

‘sport’ of fishing and hunlinq."
Damrel| who |

| 1S also a
hunter and fusherman. said, “|
don't feel jealous when | see

the Indians' nets oyt |f | don't

catch steelhead ji's my skill
that's involved "

He stressed how

L closely
identified the Indians a

re with

the treaties. “Their Identity is

tied up with the treaties,” he
stated,

INDUSTRI
OFF T

The Price-Anderson Act
(published by the Price-
Anderson Campaign)

What is the Prlce-Anderson'
Act?

The Price-Anderson Act
limits the liability of the
nuclear industry and the

federal government for ac-
cidents at nuclear power
plants, at Department of

Energy (DOE) research,
weapons and waste facilities,
and along nuclear transporta-
tion routes. Enacted in 1957 to
spur investment in commercial
nuclear power, the Act has
been amended and renewed
twice. It will expire in August
1987 if Congress does not
renew it again.

Although health and pro-

perty losses caused by a
nuclear accident could easily
exceen tens of billions of
dollars, the liability of the en-

" tire nuclear industry is limited

to only $665 million. Federal
liability for DOE activities is
limited to $500 million.

Only nuclear utilities con-
tribute to the $665 million
compensation. pool ($160
million in private insurance
plus a one-time $5 million per
reactor payment after an acci-
‘dent). The $500 million fund
would come directly from
federal tax dollars. Reactor

anufacturers, desianer
manufcturers, designes

I

STILL A

'scOnSin ribes

see the need fof C'z;":";uzc:
Igi ‘ he
vigilance ‘on Bie o

nuclear wste and ©
tivities of the Dep?rtrf:‘ the
Energy (DOE) regard gsitory
radioactive waste repo
siting process.

Nuclear waste =~
dinators from all of the wlsc-o:s
sin tribes, plus repfesentatl'\' |
of the Great Lakes Intef'T“bat
Council (GLITC), the Gred
Lakes Indian Fish and wildlife
Commission (GLIFWC), and
the northwestern tribes of “?e
Umatilla and Nex Perz, met in
Rhinelander June 3 to discuss’
the possible ramifications of
DOE's recent announcement
that their search for a second
repository site has been in-
definitely suspended.

Hillary Waukau,
Menominee, felt that the tribes
Mmust take the lead in bringing
the nuclear waste issue to the
Public and reasserting the role
of Indian people as “natural
born enviornmentalists.” The
Concerns, according to
Waukau and other tribal
‘Cpresentatives present at the
Mmeeling, have not dissipated
with DOE's announcement.

As Leo LaFernier, Red
Cliff, stated. Issues such. as
lransportation, public health
and safety, and production of
nuclear waste still must come
under public scrut‘iny as they
could impinge on the wellbe-
Ing of tribes and the general
Populace, LaFernier noted that
tribal leadership in this con-
Cern is appropos due to the ad-
ditional leverage tribes main-

lain over treaty protected
lands.

Tribal representatives re-
main basically suspicious of
the DOE’s announcement,
questioning for one. the legali-
ty of their latest move. Accor-
ding to Jim Schlender, ex-
ecutive administrator of
GLIFWC, the DOE is mandated

e cOOT'

. under the Nuclear Waste Policy
\ Act (NWPA) to continue its

search for a second site. Unless
the NWPA is reopened and
amended, the DOE can only
delay the second-site process
until 1990, he said.

According to Schlender,
who is also chariman of the
Citizens Concerned About
Radioactive Waste (CCARW),
tribes and citizens “groups
should not let the lack of fun-
ding curtail their activities.
“The groundswell of citizen op-
position which was observed at

parts suppliers and govern-
ment contractors are  “held
harmless” for any damages to
the public.

If damages exceed the

Price-Anderson liability limits,

no one is responsible for pro-
viding  additional compensa-
tion, Liability is limited even if
the accident is caused by
recklessness or criminal
negligence!

No insurance company in
the world—not even Lloyd's of
London—will provide home or
business-owners insurance to
cover nuclear hazards.

Virtually every American
Is exposed to nuclear risks.
Well over 100 commercial
reactors are either operating or
under construction in 34
states. Nearly 300 DOE
facilities pose significant
nuclear hazards. DOE has
selected Washington, Téxas.
Nevada and Tennessee as can-
didates for major nuclear waste
facilities. Many more states
will become transportation
routes for decades to come.

If Congress lets the Price-
Anderson Act expire, all ex-
isting nuclear plants and cur-
rent government contracts will
continue to be covered by the
present liability limits.

Should It B

KE WASTE
Nd H

REAT

the rally in Ashland last Apri
should Contir‘we {0 grow " he
observed, "like the aNti-yy,
movemem grew among.;. ‘he
public a few years back." 1)
omentum Of Citizeén concep,
at all levels sﬁould not b,
allowed to dissipate, he feq|s
St rather, must cqntian
because the stakes in g
issyes of nuclear waste coyq
be extremely high for. the |p,
dian and non-Indian alike,

in this instance, he ajg,

notes the guaranteed rights of

 tribes on treaty-protecteq

lands give the tribes some a4,
ditional clout as well as respop,
gibilities to Pres€rve the

esources,
! He also warned that thera

is tremendous pressure from
western interests that could, i,
the end, put second round
potential sites on the list a
first round sites. Thg process
which DOE initiated in the se.
cond site regions, Schlender
feels, has them nearly as far
along in the siting process as
first round sites. A

In order to continye
monitoring the nuclear waste
issues. the tribes are planning
to take several actions., For
one, the group which gathered
at Rhinelander sent g3
mailagram to Ben Rusche,
director, Office of Civilian
Radioactive Waste Manage-
ment, asking for confirmation
that DOE would fund second
round tribes to attend the Na.
tional Indian Nuclear Waste
Policy Committee which will
be caucusing during the
midyear convention of the Na-
tional Conference of American
Indians in Albuquerque,

The Wisconsin tribes also

called for the DOE to continue
funding
tribes,

the second round
GLITC, and GLIFWC
and called upon the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) to give "af-
fected status” to second round

tribes in the form of a GLITC
resolution on June 4.

RALLY PLANNED

In another wvein, tribes
agreed to cosponsor, along
with citizens and environmen-
tal groups, a large “No Nuke"
rally, tentatively scheduled for
Labor Day weekend. Music,

with performers with the status

of Bob Dillon, Joan Baez, Larry
Long, will be invited, as well as
state politicians and political

Candidates. Politicians will be

asked to give their views on the
production issue.

ES
HE HOOK?

policy must not be renewed in
its current form. As long as
there are nuclear risks, the
public deserves a comprehen-
sive federal policy which
strives to both prevent ac-
cidents and to compensate vic-
tims if accidents do occur.
Either Congress should
radically modify the Price
Anderson Act, or enact
separate legislation.

A renewed nuclear accident
policy must meet three goals:
Victim Compensation

® anyone who is injured by any
nuclear accident should be
compensated for all losses
Corporate Responsibility

° those who create nuclear
risks must be held accountable
for the full consequences of ac-
cidents; there should be no
limit on industry liability

® the chance of an accident
would be reduced if companies
that are negligent or reckless
know they won't get off the
hook for liability

® no other industry is similafly
insulated from responsibility
for damage it causes the
public—if the Price-Anderson
limits are renewed for nuclear
risks, many other hazardous in-
dustries will demand similar
privileges.

Taxpayer Protection

® taxpayers should not be

Te'z:@g‘lﬁle for paying for ac
Cidents caused by private In

dustry.




But pollution,
overfishing sty
Great Lakes' trq,,

by Susan PetErson
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at  her X
Namaycush cqy ,
lamprey  hag ilz\:‘:de It, the
suckerdisk Mouth f,
her flank, Prepari
her lifeblood.
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lake trout, A half-century ago

these big spotted Steel-gray
fish swam the open waters of
the Great Lakes in

cially valuable
Great Lakes

But in the 1940s, when the
lamprey invaded the upper
lakes, the laker Populations
crashed. Gill-net landings in
Lake Huron Plummeted from
1,743,000 Pounds in 1935 (g a
mere thousand pounds in
1949, The other Great Lakes
experienced similar collapses
of their trout fisheries, and un-
til 1967 commercial landings
remained negligible at a few
thousand pounds a year, Com-
mercial netters were forced to
turn to less valued Speices such
as yellow perch or carp or left
the fishery to seek work
ashore.

The loss of the laker was
important for several reasons.
Besides being the only species
of Great Lakes salmon or trout
native to all the lakes. the laker
was one of the most important
large predators. Adult trout
preyed upon smaller fishes

fish in all the

such as sculpins and ciscoes,.

helping to keep their popula-
tions in balance. The lake
trout, along with the whitefish,
was a mainstay of commercial
fisheries, and anglers continue
to pursue it eagerly today. The
lake trout spawns in open
water, and it alone, among the
species stocked, still has the
potential to reproduce natural-
ly and create large self-
sustaining populations in the
Great Lakes.

Recent studies have shown
that lake trout in the summer
are often found in or jusf
below the thermocline, a zone
of sharply changing
temperatures that separates
warm surface waters from the
depths. As the water cools in
the fall, adult trout gather on
offshore spawning reefs in
shallow waters. Most fish
Spawn at night. The eggs re-
main hidden in crevices bet-
ween the rock and gravel of the
reef for up to five months
before hatching the following
Spring. When the larvae have
absorbed all their yolk and
feach the swim-up stage—the
ime when they must swim to
the surface for a gulp of air to

are ready to feed upon spring's

the lake's upper waters. In their

first few years they grow fairly
- '%pidly, reaching sexual
- Maturity by age 6 or 7.

lake

fill their swim bladders—they

dbundant zooplankton life in

tion. This happens b

For thousands of years
trout thrived in the cold.

Clear waters of the Great Lakes
until overfishing and changes
N the environment brought
about by man’s activities caus-
ed their abrupt decline, The ex-
acl causes are still debated by
scientists, but of all of the fac-
tors contributing to the trout's

decline, the most important un-

doubtedly has been the sea
lamprey. This parasite ap-
Parently invaded the upper
lakes from Lake Ontario in the
1930s and then quickly
€stablished resident popula-
tions, with dire results for the
larger native fishes.

The lamprey feeds by at-
taching itself to its host with its
sucker disk and then rasping
ahole through the flesh of its
unfortunate victim- with its
toothed tongue to drain the
fish of body fluids. Lampreys
roam the open waters of the
lakes as parasitic adults for a
year or longer before they run
up streams to spawn in the spr-
Ing. The adults then die, leav-
ing their wormlike larvae to
spend several years buried in
mud burrows before they even-
tually turn into parasitic adults.

Yet the laker has been
slow to make a comeback. In
Lake Michigan, reproduction
has been extremely limited, ac-
cording to William James,
member of the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission’s sub-:
committee on Lake Michigan.
In Lake Huron, one prediction
Is that it will take as long as 20
more years for natural
reproduction to contribute
significantly to the trout
Population. Apparently, over-
fishing and lamprey predation
have eliminated many of the
genetically distinct trout
Populations of the Great Lakes.
and this may be contributing to

the trout's poor reproductive
success,

The lake trout, like most
species of trout and salmon. is
a fish of great inherent genetic
v iability. Such variability in
the past enabled the laker to
adapt readily to different en.
vironments. Before the lam-
prey devastated- upper Great
Lakes trout populations, many
lakers had developed into
distinct genetic races having
unique behavior patterns and
habitat preferences. One lake
trout variant, for example, is
called the siskowet. Found on-
ly in Lake Superior's deep

waters, it is distinquished from

other trout by both its habitat
and its oily flesh. Another
strain, now extinct, formerly
ran up some of Lake Superior's
rivers to spawn instead of using
open lake reefs. But much of
this genetic variability has now
been lost. |
For a century, stocking
has been a popular and widely
used il not always successful
method of attempting to
restore fish populations. Ma_ny
salmon and trout species are
relatively easy to raise in hat-
cheries and have been stocked
widely both in their original
waters and in new habitats. But
such stocking programs often
alter the g;enet-ic.-,lma.lseuP _oi :
: ‘or salmon popula-
given trout or salm i
that grow well in hatcheries are

5

not necessarily eqaipped 10
thrive in nature,

The stocking programs
have depended heavily for 20
years on just a handful of
genetic strains, however,
These stocked fish may not
possess the behayiora! of
physiological adaptations
needed for survival when they
are transplanted to new homes.
One trout strain in Lake On
tario from New York's Seneca
Lake consistently has survived
as adults up to twice as well as
others. The genetic variability
of lake trout populations may
well be one reason the troul
have not spawned successfully
enough to produce self-
sustaining populations.

Some scientists believe

that the lake trout's comeback
has also been hampered by
habitat changes in the last 30
years. Canadian scientists Jack
Christie and 'Henry Regier,
American researcher William
Sonzogni and others haye
pointed out that all of the lakes
except Superior have suffered
from deterioration of near

shore shallow-water habitats
and water quality. Excessive in-
puts of nutrients, especially
phosphorous from sewage and
runoff from farms, have caused
changes in the species and
abundance of both algae and
zooplankton present in the
lakes.

One dramatic result has
been the growth of an attached
filamentous alga called
Chladophora along the shores.
In shallow water in the fall.
mats of dead and decaying
Chladophora often cover the
bottom. If such mats were to
cover lrout spawning reefs, the
algae might well suffocate any
fish eggs lying on the bottom
or might prevent trout from
laying eggs on the reef. For
spawning, lakers require a
clean substrate free of silt and
vegetation. Fish even have
been observed apparently
cleaning reefs before spawning
by rubbing their sides over the
rock and cobble. If a thick mat
of decaying algae is present,
Christie theorized some years
ago, the fish might not be able
to clean the reef thoroughly
enough to keep their eggs from
being killed by suffocation and
fungi. | | ;

Another possible reason
for the slow laker recovery, ac-
cording to researchers, is com-
petition from alien fish species
such as alewives and smelt.
The alewife is a small. silvery,
herringlike fish originally from
the Atlantic Ocean. The
alewives run up into freshwater
streams to spawn. They pro-
bably entered the Great Lakes
through the Erie Canal, They
and smelt, another small
marine invader, adapted to
fresh water and have thrived in
the lakes. Some researchers
believe the explosive growth of
the alewife and smelt popula-
tions in the Great Lakes in the
1950s would never have hap-
pened if predatory trout
populations had not ‘- been
depleted by lampreys and over-
fishing. Young alewives and
smelt may be competing with

+juvenile lakers for the same

zooplankton, Older smelt,
highly predatory, may also be
preying on trout fry.

S“” Other f ,
working « actors may be

' 8gainst the |aker In
‘1((9”7‘(7 fishery workers in New
Netted some of the first

I eggs and milt, The
¢ggs were fertilized by hand in

Ners aboard the boat.

the eqqs produced heallhy fry,
[ar below normal for artifically
fertilized troyt €ggs. Resear.
chers beljeye chemical cop.
tamination of the €9gs might
Nave caused the POor hatching
rate. Some of the fry that did
hatch developed * blye sac
disease, 2 condition linked in
the past to DDT contamina.
tion, Researchers also ob-
S€rved that some male trout
donads were abnormally con-
stricted, in sOme cases so
severely that their milt flow
was impeded, This, too, might

have resulted from exposure to
toxins,

In a recent study in Ann
Arbor,-some 167 chlorinated
hydrocarbon compounds were
found int he bodies of trout
from Lake Michigan. Some of
these pollutants are now
recognized as potentially
dangerous to both fish and fish
consumers. Most of these tox-
Ins concentrate in the trout's
bady fats, including those of
the reproductive organs,
possibly affecting the fish's fer-
tility. In one lab experiment. far
fewer Lake Michigan trout fry
from contaminated €ggs sur-
vived than fry from uncon.
taminated eggs. Suspicion that
toxins may be at fault is grow-
Ing among many researchers.

At this point it is impossi-
ble to segregate the effects of
toxins from other factors. But
In a number of lab studies. tox.
icchlorinated hydrocarbons
such as mirex, dioxins and
PCBs have been identified as
causes of poor egg viability
and fry survival for some fish
species.

Although the
In all cases natural reproduc-
tion rates have been disappoln-
ting. In Lake Ontario, the last
lake to undergo tributary
treatments for lampreys, the
trout restoration program has
been under way since 1973
But not until the spring of 1983
was the first naturally produc:
ed lake trout seen by scientists

taken in a fry trap off Stony
Island.

Recent New York studies
suggest that some of the
reproductive problems are sub.
siding, Canadian studies have
shown a drop in the concentra.
tion of PCBs in Lake Ontario's
small inshore minnows, In the

last year or two, contaminant
the

amounts monitored in
Canadian studies have |eveled

off. But the findings in other

contaminant monitoring pro-
grams have been mixed. New
York comparisons with five

years show that adult lakers

cantain nearly the same or only
slightly lower levels of PCBs
and mirex, and a new study by
Joseph Markarewicz of the
State University of New York,

Brockport, shows higher mirex

levels in two speices of Lake:

Ontario salmon.

Some think the sea lam.
prey moved into Lake Ontario
through the Erie Canal about
150 years ago. Others believe
It_has been in Ontario ever
since the last glacier retreated
10,000 years ago. In either
case, for many years it caused
little damage to the native lake
fish. The lamprey was not
abundant in Lake Ontario in
the 19th century because the
streams it needed for spawning
apparently were blocked by
colonial mill dams. As these
mills were abandoned at the
turn of the century, lampreys
were able to wriggle through
the crumbling dams to reach
NEw spawning grounds. They

Increased rapidly, and pro-
bably some enterprising lam:.

prey then hitched a ride to the
upper lakes by clamping its
sucker disk onto the bottom of
a ship bound for Lake
Superior. |

Upon reaching the upper
lakes, the lampreys found ideal
spawning habitat and an abun-
dance of food in the form of
large lake trout. The lamprey
Populations exploded in t his
new habitat, preying upon the
lakers with devastating results.
Laker populations in Lakes
Huron, Michigan and Superior
then plummeted as stocks
already being heavily fished by
man suffered the added effects
of lamprey predation.

In 1955, the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission, made up
of American and Canadian
scientists and fishery
managers, was established by
the two countries to promote
sustained fish harvests by con-
trolling the lamprey and
managing fish stocks more
closely. It set about doing so by
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“Ah!" Mark Ebener, GLIFWC biologist, holds a lamprey which displays it’s sucker-like

laker's
status varies from lake to lake.
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hlock

using barrier dams Lo
spawning lampnreys from
streams and by seeking +a
chemical that would selectively
kill larval lampreys in their
streambed burrows. Scientists
eventally discovered two
chemicals, TFM and Bayer 73,
that killed lampreys with
minimal. impacl on other
stream-dwelling creatures.
These two chemicals have re.
mained the basis of lamprey
control. By the late 1960s, lam-
pfey numbers had been greatly
reduced and both the United
States and Canada began
stocking lakers from Lake
Superior and a lake in
Manitoba to speed the
recovery‘/. Today, the number of

Great - Lakes lampreys has
dropped about 90 percent from
pré-control populations

The lamprey control pro.
gram Is working well in the Lp-
per Great Lakes and In Lake
Ontario. In the last decade
there has been a marked drop
in'the number of fish wounded
by lampreys. Last vear
ding rates in Lake Ontario were

wOourn-

the fowest ever. Yet the lam
prey still defies tolal eradica.
tion. In recent years there have
evern: been increases in some

lamprey populatins. More
disturbing to administrators of
the control pragram was the
discovery a few vears 8go of
larval ‘lamreys in open-water
habitats such as the St. Mary's
River near Detroit. If lampreys
begin to reproduce successful
ly inlarge areas of apen water
Oulside streams, they will
become extremelv difficalt. if
'not impossible. to.control.
Researchers with state,
federal and international AQEr)-

cies believe the lakers are sul-
fering from excessive fishing
pressure, Successful trout

spawning 'may be density-
dependent, meaning that many
troul must be present on the
reef before they stimulate one
another to spawn. If this is so.
perhaps there aren't enough
fish concentrated on the reefs
L0 assure the fry survival need-
ed for recruitment of additional
mature hsh into the popula.
tion.

Ironically, even ifif copes
successfully with the lamprey
with competition from other

exotic species and with toxic
pollution, the trout rma again
have to face  ils for
midable foe, man. Both recrea.
tional. and commercial aver:
tishing threatens the restora.
tion program’'s ultimate SuC-
cess, although in most places
the: recreational take by
anglers exceeds the commer-
cial catch. In Lake Michigan.
the- native American gilinet
fishery has “been expanding,
and unregulated netting could

well thwart the trout's come-
back.

most

Susan Peterson holds

a8 masier's
degree in fisheries scient e She lives
Onlario. New York. Reprinted with per
mission from the MaviJune ‘85
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The following letters are selected from several recently sent to Goven;ordE:rl ':rom
| sophmore English students at the Lafollette Hogh School, Madison. We app t:uk o‘t the
students and their instructor, Nancy Harms, for the obvious Interest they have taken in stu.

dying the issue!

Governor of Wisconsin
Anthony S. Earl

State Capitol :
Madison, WI 53702

Dear Honorable Governor Earl;

The controversy over Indian rights in northern Wisconsin encograged me to voice my
concern in this matter. It seems spearfishing stands out as the major disagrement in this issue.
Non-Indians regard the treaties protecting the Indians as unfair to them and accuse the !ndlans
of taking more than their share of fish. Statistics prove their theory wrong and with this
evidence it seems to me that this controversy is based on prejudice. |

In regard to the actual treaty it was stated that the Indians would agree to give up their
land yet still hunt and fish on it. This became the agreement back in 1837 and 1842. f{ow, in
1986. non-Indians say the treaty restricts them and although the Supreme Court ruled in 1983
in favor of the Indians keeping those original rights, non-Indians insist on fighting the decision
and taking matters into their own hands. .

The Indians want to exercise their right to fish and hunt on and off the reservations mainly
to keep their tradition alive. This tradition began in the early nineteenth-century. Compare the
hunting and fishing rights of Indians to the farms of the Midwest and one can see that neither
one of them could survive if those sources were taken away. Spearfishing takes place only in
April and they now have their own game regulators which enforce the amount of fish the In.
dians can spear. Accusations against the Indians on that matter prove false.

DNR statistics show that in 1985, state fishers caught 829,000 walleyes and 39,500
muskies compared to 2,755 walleyes and 85 muskies the Indians speared. Plus, add the 17
million walleye the Indians restock and one sees that significant damage has not occurred,
Reports prove that non-Indians mainly provoke the violence between themselves and the In.
dians. This clarifies that prejudice plays an important part in this controversy.

Looking to the future, if the Indian's rights are not enforced by law, a spread of violence
may occur between the two groups. Plus, if we were to support the Indians, that might set a
precedent for other states in the same situation. Therefore, it would give Wisconsin a better
name in the protection of minority rights.

Respectfully,
Toni Tiedt

Governor of Wisconsin
Anthony S. Earl

State Capitol

Madison, WI 53702

Dear Honorable Governor Earl:

For years, the Indians’ work has been futile to maintain the rights that they obtained in
treaties many years ago. Today, people in the Northern section of Wisconsin are trying to take
the Indians Treaty Rights away. As a citizen in the state of Wisconsn, | find the actions of the
people protesting the Indians appalling.

In 1837 and 1842 the United States Government constructed a series of Treaties to pro-
tect the rights of the Indians in Northern Wisconsin. These Treaties stated that Indians could
hunt, fish and collect rice on the land that once belonged to them. Yet, today, they are only
allowed to do these acts on their reservations. Now that more and more whites protest the In-
dians, the altered Treaty could be heading for serious misfortunes.

For generations, the Indians of northern Wisconsin have, in the spring of the year,
harvested the spawning of walleye and muskellunge out of Wisconsin's many fine lakes. At
night, the Tribe spearfishers would use lanterns of burning pine knots to spot the fishes’ reflec-
tive eyes, and with one steady thrust, provide another meal. Long after white men began col-
oninzing the North, the indians would use the headlamps from old Model T Fords to see the
fish. Today, even though much more efficient lightning techniques are used, many Indians
prefer the old way used by their ancestors.

In 1923, the Chippewa River was dammed. Twenty-four thousand pounds of rice a year
has perished because of the flowage that flooded their rice beds. This flowage also covered the
graves of their ancestors. The Indians have already faced enough turmoil; let us not treat the
Indians any more harshly than we already have.

The above letters expresses my views on the current Indian isues. | am fully aware of the
excellent environmental record that you possess. When it comes time for you to make deci-
sion, | hope that the facts that | have pointed out will make your decision much easier.

Respectfully,
Richard Esser

Governor of Wisconsin
Anthony S. Earl

State Capitol

Madison, Wl 53702

Dear Honorable Governor Earl:

| am writing this letter due to my concern over the northern Wisconsin Chippewa Indian
spear-fishing issue. Many facts show the trouble the Indians have to go through to continue
their spear-fishing tradition. The Whites cause problems for those Indians who do spear-fish.
Also the facts prove that the treaties between the Indians have been broken. Indians should
not have to put up with this much hassle over this issue of spear-fishing. -

The tradition of spear-fishing started as early as the 1500's and the Indians are striving to
keep it alive today. Many years ago, the Indians had to rely on their own resources. Today the
Indians have modern technology to help them out, including under water lights. They have the
ability and skill which it takes to thrust the spear in the water at the ever fast muskie or
walleye. Finally, as long as the Indians obey all the laws of spear-fishing, no one has the right
to interfere with this ancient tradition. |

Non-Indians play a major role in the protest against the Indians right to spear-fish. Spear-
fishing by the Indians is a cause of great concern but more often we can see it is a matter of
prejudice. Whites don’t like the Indians and they feel the Indians don't deserve any extra

privileges. They even go as far as shooting at the Indians. Finally, just because of the pre-
judices of certain people, the Indians rights should by no means change. |

Many facts prove that the Indian spear-fishers are not harming the lakes resources. First, - |

only .50 out of 2,000 Chippewa Indians spear-fish. Second, non-Indian state fishers catch
around 829,000 fish whereas Indians only spear aobut 2,755 each year. Finally, these statistics
prove that the Indian spear-fishing could not have a harmful effect on the lakes resources.

In conclusion, many of these incidents would not have occurred if this issue had been

across America. Thanks for the time spent reading this lét_te_r’, | hope this letter Wm-":ﬁpfeéﬂ"'?ﬁﬁ
the neqotiation process, and the Indians’ problems will come to a halt. Bty
[espece tully,

anedy V. Hoclzel

I 4

——

acted upon sooner. Also, treaty rights cou]d become more fair to the Chippewa tribes all r'

C

AT RACIAL TE

1 ’.’ -

Governor Anthony Earl

MADISON (AP) — Gov.
Anthony Earl formally creat‘ed
commisslon Wednesday fmth
the goal of resolving tensions
between Indians an.d nor‘.
Indians in northern WlSCOfl.SIr\

ver Chippewa off-reservation
gunting and fishing rights. |

The 16-member body will
include seven Indian leaders, a
clergyman, several local

overnment officials, conser-
vationists and resort operators.

Absent from the commis-
glon are leaders of two groups
critical of rights reserved by
the Chippewa Indians in mid-

FIRE TRAINING

19th Century treaties with the
federal government.

The commission's co-
chairmen will be Leonard
Miller, president of the Great
Lakes Inter-Tribal Council and
chairman of the Stockbridge:
Munsee tribe, and Jeff Long,
Boulder Junction town chair-
man.

Other members include
Francis Murphy of Portage,
who just retired as chairman of
the Wisconsin Conservation
Congress, and John Brasch of
Rhinelander, former district
director of the Department of

BIA

OMMISSION TO LOOK
NSIONS

ral Resources. |
Natlé:hippewa tribal chal'rm'en
serving on the panel will 1n-
clude Arlyn Ackley, Crandon,
the Sokaogon Chippewa,
Michael Allen Jr., Lac du
Flambeau, the Lac du
Flambeau tribe; Robert
Bender. Ashland, the Bad River
tribe- Richard Gurnoe,
Bayfield, the Red Cliff tribe;
and Eugene Taylor, Webster,
the St. Croix tribe.

There is a vacancy in the
chairmanship of the Lac Courl
Oreilles tribe, but when that is
filled in about two weeks the
new chairman will also be nam:
ed to the commission, Earl's
office said.

Other non-Indians on the
panel include Peter Viermeier
of Waukesha, of First Resort
Corp.; the Rev. John Carrier of
Shepherd of the Lakes
Lutheran Church, Sayner; Vilas
County Supervisor Maren Moll,
Manitowish Waters; Rick
Olson, Winter, a member of the
Conservation Congres eéex.
ecutive council; Roger Sabota
of Rhinelander, a fishing guide,
writer and Nicolet College in.
structor; and Richard Speros,
Couderay, president, Hayward
Lakes Resort Association.

Last month the Great Lakes Agency of the BIA sponsored its 4th Annual Fire Training
Workship at the WITI campus - Ashland. It offered a three-day session on many aspects of
firefighting - from dealing with hazardous substances to dousing an LP fire, as seen above.,
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is dragged to safety - but every second counts in the intense heat.
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Table 1. 1985.86
cat or fisher

Tribe

BR
LCO
LDF
ML
RC
SC

TOtals,

ng. >€ason has ended as of May 1, 1986 for all specie?
'tand all species of squirrel. These species have no

red | |
N o for all trappers interested in trapping otter, bobcat, 0f

. ©Se species was required under the inter-tribal agree

€ Fesults

of this trapping effort.

ation ty .
Caty trapping results for those mYembers trapping otter, bob:

Number of Harvest
Trappers
2 0
0 0
3 0
0 0
3 4 fisher
3 0
13 4 fisher
O fisher
: 0 bobcat

Tribal Couqcil members from Red Cliff, Bad River and Keweenaw Bay spent Friday, June
‘13th Negotiating tribal fishing in the western Michigan waters of Lake Superior. Assisting
In the process was mediator, Ed Kirnsky, to the far right. No agreement was reached bet-
ween the tribes during the session.

New st
from tht:,dy Of mine wanted

Ashland Daily Press
MADISON (AP) —

troﬁ? f‘?' groups ranging
vironme fishermen to en-
ONnda Mals asked the state
aSSess); to start over again in
Exxon'sng the impact of
Craﬂdon.proposed mine near
by lhtsfsz.page report issued
far eng ate May 12 does not go
CCOnOm‘{Qh to describe social,
AT 'C and environmental
“quences of the $540

mill| .
newlon Project, they told a
S Conference.

rr:ferl,'l“ not be able to make an
;'gent decision on the pro-

Je<t's merits. they said.

rmniExxon Is considering a

19 and smelting operation
at a northern Wisconsin copper
8Nd zinc deposit which
9€0logists say could be one of
the wor|d's largest.

Frank Jablonski. attorney
for Wisconsin's Environmeal
Decade Inc. said the Depart-
MeNt of Natural REsources’
r€port was such a poor starting
Point for public discussion that
It should be withdrawn.

The DNR should begin a

NEWS FROM

ELSEWHERE...

Indians and Maine United
Against DOE Waste Dump

TOWNSHIP 4ND, ME (IPN) - In
recent years, the Penobscott
and Passamaquoddy Indian

tribes and the state of Maine
have been on opposite sides of

land claims disputes. But the
announcement that Maine
could be one of the 12 can-
didates recently selected by
the Department of Energy to
be a nuclear waste repository
has united the Indians and the
state against a common oppo-
nent.

The DOE considers a 92
square mile area to be a viable
site for the repository for high
level radioactive wastes
generated in the East. The Bot-
tle Lake complex, which is part
of that land, is emerging as the
prime target of the DOE's in-
itiatives. 4

The proposal created an
irateé response from the Indian
leaders, who earlier this year
abruptly ended a meeting with
the DOE by ordering the
oficials off their two Eastern
Maine reservations.

The Passamaquoddies
revere the history of their tradi-
tional territory, according to
tribal leaders. Their ancestors
lived near and travelled on the
lakes in the area. The bones of
their ancestors are in burial
grounds which have religious
significance.

White people living in
nearby Portland share the ire of
the Indians. The dump site
could potentially affect the ci-
ty’s fresh water supply.

“It's the first time the tribe
and state are together on
something,” said Raphael
Sockabasin, the Passamaquod-
dy forestry director.

Govenor Joseph E. Bren-
nan, the former attorney
general who fought attempts to
settle the tribes’ 12.5 million
acre land claim out of court,
said he would lead the fight
against plans for a nuclear
dump site in the state of Maine.

“Why do they always pick
on the Indian reserves?” said
Lola Sockabasin, 75, a tribe
member who said he has
hunted on the land since he
was a child, “Why? That's what

I'd like to know."

[PPoreees

Funding Needed for Hanford
Radiation Release Study

OLYMPIA, WA (IPN) - A study
team made up of three
representatives of Pacific
Northwest Coast Indians, three
members from Washington,
and three from Oregon may
disband if funding is not found
to support their study of radia-
tion leaks at the Hanford Reser-
vation.

Curt Eschels, Governor
Booth Gardner's energy ad-
visor said the group already
received 19,000 pages of
federal documents from
federal sources at Hanford, but
they would “put it back in
boxes and send them back to
the DOE" if funding was not
secured.

"We'll let the people in the
news media, environmental
groups, and Congress analyze
the numbers and draw their

own conclusions,'”’ said
Eschels.
Eschels said Mike

Lawrence, head of the federal
DOE Hanford operation com-
mitted verbally to pay
$100,000 for the study and that
he also invited Washington and
Oregon to help.

According to Eschels, the
team does not want to do "a
half-way study of this data."”

One major point of in-
terest in the study is a 1949
radiation release at Hanford
which Eschels said measured
about 340,000 curies and was
the largest documented
release in the free world.

He said in contrast, the
radiation release from the Rus-
sian power plant disaster is be-
ing measured in fractions of a
single curie.

Another important issue is
a pending contract with the
federal Center for Disease Con-
trol. Eschels said the center
was asked to investigate
causes of death and cancer
rates.

“They are experts on
epidemcis and what cause
them, and we want them to
look at the Hanford area and
see if there were health effects
from all those releases,” he
said.

The funding application
has been pending for a month,

said Eschels.

New Bill Revamps Native
American Programs Act

WASH DC (IPN) - A bill passed
through the House on April 21,
will reauthorize the Native
American Programs Act for the
fiscal years 1987 to 1990.

The act (H.R, 3247) pro-
vides funds throughs the
Department of Health and
Human Services for grants to
Indian tribes and organizations,
Native Alaska villages and cor-
porations and Native Hawaiian
communities and organiza-
tions.

According to Con-
gressman Thomas Tauke of
lowa, the bill strengthened the
Native American Programs Act
by adding amendments which
permit multi-year grants,
amend the rulemaking pro-
cedures to allow more public
comment, codify existing grant
review process and improve
the flow of information about
the grant awards to Congress

CHIPPEWAS FILE LAND
CLAIMS

MILWAUKEE, WI (IPN) - The
Sokaogan band of Chippewa
Indians filed a federal suit
against the federal govern-
ment, the state of Wisconsin,
and Forest, Langlade and
Oneida Counties, claiming 12
square miles in northeast
Wisconsin they say belongs to
them.

The suit claims the
Sokaogans and other Lake
Superior Chippewas signed a
treaty on September 30, 1854,
at La Pointe, Wisconsin,
establishing reservations for
Indians in return for land cover-
ing the northern third of
Wisconsin and parts of
Michigan and Minnesota.

- The . boundaries of the
reservation were never
surveyed and the land was
never turned over to the tribe,
according to the suit. Daniel
Stevens, a tribal attorney, said
the surveying was postponed
because of the Civil War.

The band finhally obtained
a smal’e.r reservation in 1934,
in Forest County, known as
Mole Lake,

The band wants monetary
compensation equal to fair
market value of the promised
reservation, plus interest since
1854, if they cannot get the

land.

SUPREME COURT WILL RULE
ON INDIAN GAMBLING

WASHINGTON, CD (IPN) - In a
Supreme Court action on June
9, the court agreed to decide
whether state and local gambl-
Ing laws apply to Indian reser-
vations.

California officals are ap-

pealing a lower court ruling ex-
empting the Cabazon and
Morongo Bands of Mission In-

dians from state gambling
restrictions.

The case threatens a key
source of income for many In-
dian tribes.

SUPREME COURT RULES IN-
DIANS CANNOT HUNT

EAGLES

WASHINGTON, DC (IPN) - The
Supreme Court unanimously
ruled June 11 that Indians have
no right to hunt and kill the
bald eagle.

The opinion, written by
Justice Thurgood Marshall,
reversed the 8th (.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, which decid-
ed last year that Dwight Dion
Sr., a Yankton Sioux could not
be charged with shooting four
bald eagles.

The Endangered Species
and Bald Eagle Protection Acts
were at issue. The acts make it
a crime to hunt the bald or
golden eagle unless it is for
strict religious purposes, re-
quiring a permit from the In-
terior Department.

“Congress expressly
chose to set in place a regime
in which the Secretary of In-
terior had control over Indian
hunting, rather than one in
which Indian on-reservation
hunting was unrestricted,”
wrote Marshall.

“This is the first time the
court has upheld a federal
wildlife preservation law over
Indian treaty rights,” said
Michael Bean, an attorney for
the Environmental Defense
Fund in Washington.

Bean said the ruling “will
definitely help the bald eagle
because it will bring under ef-
fective control one of the
several sources of unnatural
mortaljty."

- "We think that, though
there is necessarily a serious
dilemma presented by the
need of American Indians to
continue traditions that de-
Pend upon species by extinc:
tion, the best way to solve that
dﬂemma is to preserve the op-
pPortunity for an endangered

SPecies to recover so it is no

longer endangered,” said
an,

NE
dbD

W
Y

fresh, he said.

“To destroy the Wolf River
fishery would be a very great
crime,” said ‘Bob Telusak,
owner of a fly fishing.shop on
the river, referring to concerns
that

mine tailsing might
pollute the river.
Spokesmen for Indian

reservations recently asked
Gov. Anthony S. Earl to help
halt the Crandon project
altogether to protect the scenic
Wolf.

Telusak said it is not a
question of whether the mine
would destroy the Wolf, but
when.

Sunny Wrczyski of the
Rolling Stone Lakes Associa-
tion said members of his group
are concerned about how
amine would affect lakes and
water wells, He called on Exxon
to post a performance bond
beforé work begins.

Kent Seeman of the Wolf
River Conservation Club said
he cannot see how the DNR
could spend millions to

preserve theWolf’s shores, then
appear willing to sacrifice the
river to mining.

Waltraud ARts, public in-
tervenor on mining issues, said
impact

the., DNR statement
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does not address the over-all § |

impact on the river's watersh-

ed.

‘%' Bob Lockman, speaking
for the Wisconsin Wildlife
Fédetation, cited potential

ground water pollution by
sulfide-bearing mine wastes
long after the mine closes,

Representatives of the
Forest County Potawatomi and
Menominee Indian tribes said
the report did not recognize
their interests.

Environmentalists cited
air and water pollution pro-
blems they said the DNR gloss-
ed oyer.

Susan Mudd, state direc-
tor of Citizens for a Better En-
vironment, said the mine could
produce asbestos pollution,
but that the DNR would not re-
quire monitoring until the con-
tamination Is at its worst.

The DNR official who was
in charge of drafting the report,
Robert Ramharter, sat in on the
news conference,

He said the critics made
some points the DNR will ad-
dress in a final impact state-
ment on the proposed mine,
but that he heard nothing that
would warrant starting - from
scratch.

Jim (Big Jim) Thannum, Natural Resources Development

Specialist

Rose Wilmer, executive secretary.

Ron Parisien, Wildlife Aide.

- — ———— - — ——
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AERIAL SURVEY
OF WILD RICE

As a function of the tribdl

co-management responsibility

on ceded territories, Tim An-
dryk,
biologist, assisted the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural
Resources in their annual spr-
ing waterfow| survey this year.

According to Andryk, this was
one of the first times that tribes
have participated in a major

statewide biological survey in

Wisconsin on a roughly 50/50

equal basis with the state,

The survey is conducted
by flying 55 transects, each
about 30 miles long and ran-

domly scattered throughout

the survey regions, Andryk ex-
plains. The plane is flown both
low and slow, allowing
observers on both sides of the
plane to scan the regions below
for waterfowl.

Two-thirds of the area
surveyed was in the Chippewa's
ceded territory, Andryk says,
in areas designated as the Nor-
theastern and Northwestern
Wisconsin survey regions.

The results of the survey

will be combined with those of

similar surveys in all other
states and in the Canadian Pro-
vinces and used by the tribes,
the (.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Canadian Fish and
Wildlife Service, states, pro-
vinces, and Flyway Councils to
develop waterfowl
regulations for the upcoming
fall. |
In addition to flying the
statewide survey, the team also
surveyed specific areas of
tribal interest - Lac 'du
Flambeau's Powell March and
Bad River's Kakagon Sloughs.
Andryk says the information
collected from these additional
areas will be used to assess the
status of local population
utilized by tribal and state
waterfowl hunters and affected
by tribal waterfowl habitat
management programs.

Andryk reports that spring
waterfowl breeding habitat
conditions appeared imporved
over last year as there seemed
to be mroe wetlands this spr-
ing, a result of spring precipita-
tion this year.

The Wisconsin Counties
Association (WCA) has recom-
mended that a motion calling
for the rescission of its 1984
Resolution 59, advocating for
the abrogation of Indian treaty
rights, be brought before its
Resolution Committee and the
Sept. 1986 Convention for ap-
proval, according to Charles
Tollander, co-chairman of the
WCA/Tribal Committee which
met at the Sawyer County cour-
thouse Friday morning.

The WCA/Tribal Commit-
tee, composed of represen-
tatives from Wisconsin coun-
ties and tribes, heard brief
reports from both tribes and
counties on progress since the
last meeting.

Tom Maulson, Voigt Inter-
Tribal Task Force Chairman,
reported that the task force
had unanimously passed a mo-
tion that the WCA seek the
“public representative” seat on
the state’s negotiating team,
which formulates agreements
governing off-reservation hun-
ting, fishing, and gathering
seasons.

He also made it clear that
the Chippewa tribes, however,
“had not and would not dictate
to the state the members of the
negotiation team representing
its interests” and that par-
ticipation by WCA would not
be in an “observer” status but
as a member of the team “sub;
ject to the same guideli

‘- - -

GLIFWC wildlife

hunting

The lmproved breeding
conditions and relatively
smaller harvest of local
Wisconsin waterfowl last year,
due to last year's late state
season and unusually cold
September weather forcing
early migration, may be
reasons for greater numbers of
breeding waterfowl in Wiscon-
sin this spring, Andryk feels.

The growing of natural
lake wild rice was the topic of
an international conference
held in Minaki Lodge, Kenora,
Ontario, last May. Tim Andryk,
wildlife biologist, represented
the Great Lakes Indian Fish &
Wildlife Commission at the

conference.

Highlighting the con-
fedrence were presentations by
Dr. Peter Lee, Lakehead
(niversity, and his associates
of the results of a five year
research program on wild rice
in Canada.

Presentations covered the
areas of wild rice suitability
based on lake nutrient levels,
selection of varying strains of
wild rice for seeding effects of
temperature on seed maturity
and germination, and the im-
pacts of fluctuating water
levels on wild rice plant density
and yield.

Andryk said other presen-
tations covered the techniques
utilized for increasing wild rice
production in Alberta,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan as
well as wild rice cultivation
equipment.

In light of GLIFWC's im-
mediate plans, Andryk talked
with Dr. Pritam Sain, Manitoba
Wild Rice Specialist, and found
he had developed a “Spectral
signature” for wild rice which
can, using Landsat imagery,
delineate dense to sparse beds
of wild rice and map them and
remianing associated aquatic
vegetation in a wetland.

Although GLIFWC ' has
been searching for a means of
using Landsat satellite imagery
to map and monitor wild rice
stands'in the ceded territories,
Andryk feels Sain's method
may be too costly to use on a
regular basis.

WCA SEEK SEAT
ON DNR TEAM

rules, and restrictions as are
the other members of the team
and the task force members."”

Both tribes and county
representatives also agreed to
pursue with their local units of
government an effort to
recommend that current
county-tribal cooperative law
enforcement monies be con-
tinued and that the program be
expanded so that all Wisconsin
counties with tribes in their
borders also be funded at
$20,000 per year for a similar
program.

Charles Tollander, Burnett
County, felt action was needed
quickly as the program is due
to “sunset” in July, 1986.

The problems faced by
counties and tribes due to
budget cuts and the threat of
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Bill
were also discussed. The coun-
ties, according to Tollander,
are concerned that cuts at a
tribal level will diminish the

tribes’ ability to provide ser-
\nces which then may have to
be provided by the counties.

It was decided that at the
next meeting a draft resolution
will be discussed which will re-
quest financial assistance from
the state to help local units of
government in covering the
impact of federal cuts.

-

The county contingency
Iso went on record as reaffir-
ning their opposition to a

r -~

cluded the need for 'con
awareness regarding,1

tation at the National A
tion of Counties (NCO)
NACO committees,

TASK

TOW

With the 19gg
reservation deer hum.ng
season in mind, the Voigt
Inter-Tribal Orce haS
asked Task Force Chairm
Tom Maulson to “get ba”
rolling” for negotiationg The
Task Force supported this
tion at a meeting in Lac dU
Flambeau on June 26th

A motion to adopt (st
year's wild rice agreement
passed unanimously The
agreement will be submjye 4 to
federal coutt for approya|

With an eye to Upcomind
elections and the Probabj|ity of
“Treaty Rights” becommg an
election issue, the Task Fqrce
recommended contacting the
candidates and Incumpents
and offering information on
thesubject. Several mempers
of the Task Force felt that can
didates could benefit from a
more complete background on
treaty issues and thus ayoid
misrepresenting the facts dur:
ing campaign speeches.

The Task Force ‘also syp-
ported the Commission's con-
tinued efforts to obtain data

o)

<
>
>
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nuclear waste repository site in
Wisconsin. James Schlender,
executive administrator of the
Great Lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission, stated
that he felt vigilence on the
part of counties and tribes was
absolutely necessary until the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act was
amended to clearly indicate
the search for a second site was
ended.

He also warned that,
should that occur, potentjal se-
cond sites may be moved to
the status of potential first
sites. o

Schlender also asked the
committee to recommend that
the federal government grant
“affected” status to Wisconsin
tribes. If the tribes are given
“affected’ status, he explained,
they will receive fundlng to
continue their reserach on
Wisconsin's nuclear waste sjtes
and be better able to continue
protecting Wlsconsins and
tribal interests in the matter

Schlender will prep
draft resolution to that effect
and present it for considerauon

at the next meetin o the
WCA/Tribal Cémmi g f

Other items discusse

level radioactive wast e\:s

-‘-.J.

concerns about trfbiallg\ep,

FORCE
OOKS

WARDS
ELECTIONS
AND
DEER sEASON

through electrofishing, par-
ticularly in regard to analyzing
lakes that ahd been speared.
Currently, the WNDR is refus-
ing to allow the GLIFWC
biologists to carry out their
schedule for electrofishing.
Staff from the Wildlife
Division reported that there are
openings in a steel shot
shooting clinic and that tribal
members interested in par-
ticipating should contact either
Jon Gilbert or Tim Andryk at

. the Commission offices,

The possibility of a natural
resources utilization permit, a
single permit that would
enable tribal members to par-
ticipate in all treaty harvest ac-
tivities, was discussed by the
Task Force. The permit idea
will be brought back to the in-
dividual tribal councils for
discussion.,

Another issue which will
be brought to the attention of
tribal councils is the use of a
herbicide called Rodeo in the
control of purple loosestrife.
Loosestrife is a form of vegeta-
tion which can be damaging to
wild rice crops.

FOR

SOME
POSSIBILITIES

CARP

Home-Grown Suriml

(From Littoral Drift(
published by UW Sea Grant
Institute

!

It looks like the meat of
crab, lobster or scallops—and
may even taste like those
delectable seafoods. But, it's
not. What's more, buyers don't
seem to mind: Within the last
five years, annual imports of
the new food product from
Japan have soared from 2.5
million pounds to more than
100 million pounds.

Japan developed the im-
itation seafood, using a basic
materlal called “surimi.” It Is
made by filleting and deboning
fish—currently Alaskan
pollock, a plentiful but low-
value species. Next, the meat is
washed, removing much of the
soluable material and fat. The
remaining fibrous protein
material is then mixed with
sugar, sorbatol and a small
amount of polyphosphate,
ground very fine, set to jell and
frozen in storage, This s
surimi.

At this point, any seafood
flavor and coloring can be add-
ed and the material shaped in-
to a well-textured, convincing
imitation of the real thing.

“The so-called mock
crabs, mock scallops whatever

that result can be richer In pro-
tein than the seafood they im-
itate,” UWMSN food scientist
David Stuiber said,

The use of fish from Lake
Michigan are more pro-
blematic, according to Stuiber.

‘Those acceptable for
making surimi would be main-
ly carp,” he said, "yet the
highest concentrations of carp
available are in Green Bay, and
they're so contaminated you
cant use them.,"

Another probelm is that
carp have a red pigmentation
that turrfs brown in the cooking

Process.

““We're now trying to
stablize that red pigment"
Stuiber said. "It would then be

possible to incorporate carp
along with white flesh of
another fish to create 3
pinkish, crab-leg product
without having to add artificial
coloring.”

With problems like thig
solved and the technology ir
place, Stuiber says surim|
holds promise for the
future—when the Great Lakes
and its fish are cleaner, Ther
the Midwest can raise its owr
mock crabs, lobsters and
scallops hundreds of miles
from the nearest ocean,.
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Inside the museum’s Four Season’s room tourists enjoy the authentlc villages and depic-
tion of the Chippew’s life as it was traditionally lived throughout the year.
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battle betwe 1 the Chippewa and the Souix took
g into Mille Lacs Lake, driving the Souix from
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7 € exists, as : :
where.. | -.Indians owe no a”egie:CHbed in U.S."v Kagama,

them recejve no protect; nce to the States and from
toward them the people ofn. Because of the local jll feeling
often their dead|jest enemit:se"St(ng \(thefe rhleod ol
What does : .S. 375, 384, 1886).]

Neso s reality,a t:\laatte do' wher? finally confronted with the
beings on, o off the c'o es.,.,ln@uans'. as discrete and insular
border, retain a sou "Centration camps within its restrictive

~'€1gn political power, despite supposed

defeat, and arise
' Nde .
Supremacy affect of Arrtff"de'a' agreements rejuvenated by the

stitution?

;:rl\ist.ltutlonal tr'amt.ne.liﬂg upon the Indians’ 1st Amendment
glous Practices’ via illegal “regulation” of his hunti
tishing, and gatherin Rights--whi - e handls i
final legitimate Cev tg 'ghts--which go hand in hand--is the

Whed hieoe stitutional and tr.eat.y court claim by them?
naturally.retreat's tS:-t.r.‘Such a predjudiced state (Mipnespta)
Hagal i cresto Ple next contrived obstacle tha? its hired
Dhtice & columbiz; . ucked out of that mass of irrelavent
R N m.sL.srance Ia\y. he bllthe!y.a?nd erraqtly
o o y sta ;3 Judicial, or ethical respc.)r'fSlblluty., to abide
o Plement, federal Igw and treaty decision (Voigt, 1983,

'Sconsin), “...because (Minnesota DNR law opinion, via At-
torneys General Office to Congressman Sikorski at St. Paul).

Indeed! While hostile, racist. state officials may argue this
on lesser issues, as they often do, in reality, in spite of widely
.held acceptance even among ignorant Indian officials. federal
j.ud.icial districts as separate entities have no more over-riding
jurisdiction among themselves. ullifying the absolute affect
of the treaty Supremacy Clause and Oath of Office...then do
the states themselves when dealing with treaties and Acts of
Congress! Tribes of all states must demand Art. 6 “"Oath law''!

As just another “lower court™ explicitly ordered to uphold
Article 6; the 7th Appeals Circuit, after doing its job in
Western Wisconsin (Voigt) cannot exist as an illegal excuse
permitting a state (Minnesota) and its officers to cloak itself in
the 8th Circuit judicial rodes in order to offset, or evade im-
plementing “equal protection” for Reciprocal Tribes, just
because it's decided in another states federal circuit district.

As a backhanded way of abrogating treaties and to retain
police power, while encroaching in an area pre-emted by
federal law and Congress, this certainly is "an impotent out-
come to negotiations and a convention which seemed to pro-
mise more!” (U.S. v Winans; 198 (.S, 371, 1905).

Relying on the poverty of the tribes denying proper legal

S

. recourse; plus, the professed aver-worked inability of the

United States Supreme Court to review every incompetent
lower court opinion, a state can obstruct justice for year's...if
not forever, by such tactics!

Gov. Perpich here, like any states’ Oath and law breaking
Constitutional officer must resign. The DNR Gestopo must
abide under Oath! State DNR lawyers--should be disbarred.

Icle 6, C1, 2, of the United States Con-'

To Whom It May Concern:
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“Dear Abby" column by "A

Dear Abby:

Now that Congréss has apr;OVedoMme Appreciation Day,
perhaps they will consider d€519Mating a day to honor the

American Indian. \
On January 12, 1983, public Lay 97-445 was enacted

directing President Reagal 10 IQSigﬂate May 11, 1983, as
American Indian Day. On Apr 4 Reagan did so. However,

: : ion.
that was a one-time designati® .
| think there should be @ flalional holidy every year to

honor the American Indian instead of one-day holiday.
Abby, you went to bat for@ National Bachelor's Day; won't

you please say a few words in behalf of the American Indian?

Ted Vogel, président of Vogel
and Associates, Milwaukee,
wrote in the June 22nd
issue of the Milwaukee
Journal in “CROSS CUR-

RENTS". \

A week befaje the march, an__ .
Indian speared a 35-inch,
53-pound muskie in Shell
Lake. Its ignominious death
shortened tempers because
even the sight of a live fish that
big will bring a fisherman back
for five years. Real sportsmen
hunt trophies, not keepers."

George Cardinal
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AN INTERESTING OBSERVATION

Editorial
reprined from the June, 1986,
LCO Journal
by Rick St. Germaine

Late in April, Ken Pardun
from the St.Croix Chippewa
Tribe did the unconscionable.
He speared a large musky.

The big game fish, which
measured about 54 inches in
length, was estimated to be
about 54 pounds, or, as state
sportwriters and musky
fishermen were quick to point
out, the largest musky caught
in Wisconsin in fifteen years.

The fish, speared during
the Voigt Chippewa spring
fishing season and in accor-
dance with regulations govern-
ing the act, drew raves of pro-
test from DNR officials, sports
fishermen, and newspaper col-
umnists.

George Meyer,. DNR
spokesman, responded the
following day with shock and
outrage, implying that the DNR
had made some sort of
gentleman’s agreement with
the Chippewa to refrain from
spearing trophy muskies, and
that the Chippewa had violated

MUSKELLUNGE

its tenets.

Mv mind wandered to the

The public outrage, it ap- memory of the sight of dozens

peared, seemed motivated by
the fact that, among other
things, the Indians were spear-
ing the mighty musky, the
sports attraction of the north.
And now because one St. Croix
Indian did it with such apparent
ease, their imminent extinction
was just around the corner.

You can also be sure that
thousands of tourists, the
lifeblood of northern Wiscon-
sin, would also vanish with the.
departure of the muskellunge.

One environmental writer,
who had to this time, cautioned
the public against unwarranted
fear and paranoia over Chip-
pewa off-reservation fishing
and hunting rights, now began
to question himself.

“I've sat out there on the
Chippwa ~flowage, casting
thousands of times for that
elusive beast,” he stated on the
telephone, “and haven't even
come close to snaring one in
the thirty pound range."

“And now to see a Chip-
pewa Indian do it like that...
you've got to wonder,"” he said.

of muskies mounted on the
walls of area taverns and
resorts in the Hayward region.

There's the sixty-seven
pounder in the Mocassin, the
sixty pounder in the bar at Dun
Rovin, and the numerous 50 +
pounders in taverns scattered
all over Sawyer County.

A seventy ‘pounder was
unveiled at Dun Rovin on May
24,

And soon, countless local
newspapers will feature scads
of photos of scruffy-looking
fisherman in the $79
camouflage sports vests
holding up grotesque nor-
therns, muskies, and walleye.

Jay Reed, outdoor writer
for the Milwaukee Journal, and
the champion of the ERFE-
PARR crowd who dogged the
Chippewa fishermen at every
boat landing this spring,
featured a story on May 25
about the Burmek brothers,

The brothers in 1961
caught 42 muskies in a twelve
day stretch on the Chippewa
Flowage, near La¢ Courte

—_—

... FOR WHITES
Exox masquinongy Mitchill N LY, 9 ‘\ .

Oreilles. The seventeen
muskies that the brothers kept
ranged in the 25-52 pound size.

“No musky safe from the
Burmek brothers,” Reed stated
in his article, paying them high
tribute.

“...They became legends
In a sport that spawns
legends,” Reed commented
talking about the snow which

has fallen twice on Tony
Burmek's grave.
Chippewa fishermen

speared 55 muskies during the
1986 spring season. Last year,
white fisherman dragged home
about 40,000 muskies from
walers in the Voigt ceded ter-
ritory®

The message is clear.
When a white man reels in a 54
pounder, he'll be written mp in
many sports columns, discuss-
ing his lure, giving directions
to the tavern which houses his
mount, and then talk about his
grave,

But, heaven forbid, should
an Indian spear such a lunker
to feed his family, there's going
to be hell to pay.

Muskies over 20 pounds
belong to the white man.

f

A Proud Sioux

Dear Proud Sioux:
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A national holiday to honor the American Indian is long

overdue. If enough citizens act, maybe Washington will loo.
In response to “Proud Sioux's letter, the following reply was

also senl to "Dear Abby".

Dear Abby:

Thank you for suggestng that there should be a national
holiday to honor the Native American Indian. | feel that
abolishing Columbus Day as a national holiday would be a

good first step.

To honor a white man for “discovering”’ land on which
people were already living seems ridiculous.

West Virginia Librarian

What do you think? “A Proud Sioux" is seeking support
and ideas from Native Canadian individuals and organizations.
If you wish to reply; submit all letters to “A Proud Sioux™ in
care of Masinaigan. All responses will be forwarded to ou:

American friend in Radcliff, Kentucky.

r*****************************************t*i**i****ﬁ**********************t**

WHAT DO YOd THINK?

Let's stop coddling Indians

The following article appeared
in the San Gabriel Valley

Tribune on Friday, May 23.
Charley Reese is a syndicated
columnist for King Fealures.

Maurice Comptom, ex-
ecutive editor of the Tribune,
told Talking Leaf that he "saw
nothing offensive in it. It
recognizes Indian contributions
to the whole [abric of sociely.”
We disagree. You can let Mr.
Compton know how you feel by
writing to him c/o: San Gabriel
Valley Tribune, 1210 N. Azusa
Canyon Rd., W. Covina, CA
(818) 962-881 1. Mr. Reese can
be reached at: King Features,
P.O. Box 235, E. 45th St., Y,
NY 10017. Write to Talking
Leaf and let us know what you
fee. You can also contact
Phyllis Rose at (818) 289-9350
about local response to this arti-
cle.

One small step toward
both sanity and fiscal sound-
ness would be for the federal
government to go out of the
business of being a wet nurse
to American Indians.

We should hand over the
key to the gate and the title to
the land to all reservation In-
dians, close down the Indian
Affairs bureau, and eliminate
any special status granted to

Indians. In other words,
American Indians would be
treated like every other

American. They would have to
abide by the laws of the state
and local governments under
which they lived. We would end
this' nonsense of special

privileges.
Oh, you may say, these
special privileges were

established by treaty. Okay.
The United States has the
authority to wunilaterally
abrogate any treaty to which it
is a party. President Jimmy
Carter did just that with the
Republic of China. We can cer-
tainly do the same with the
Apaches, Seminoles and any
other tribe. ‘

It ought not to be con-
sidered a bad thing to grant to
pegple the same rights and
responsibilities every other
American citizen possesses.,

The present generation of
Americans owes the present

~ generation of Indians neither

money, guilt nor special sym-
pathy. Some contemporary

" Americans have created a cot.

tage industry of making

American children feel bad
about their past by fabricating
and distorting American
history.

The myth fed to many
children these days is that the
American Indian was a Utopian
individual who lived in perfect
peace and harmony until the
bad old white men came along
to disrupt paradise. That is
stuff and nonsense. The
American Indian lived in a
savage Stone Age culture and
needed no lessons from Euro-
peans in cruelty, torture or kill-
ing. The Indians found by the
first settlers were descendants
of those who had migrated in
and exterminated the people
they found here. Even as the
first settlers landed, the dif-
ferent tribes were fighting each
other or nursing old grudges.

The Indians made a huge
mistake. They looked at these
funny little farmers, craftsmen,
preachers, and shopkeepers,
clearing land and doing what
the macho warrior considered
squaw work, and thought them
a pushover. The Indians had no
way of knowing that beneath
the homespun shirts surged
the blood of Vikings, Celts,
Picts, Roman Legionnaires,
Huns, Goths, and
Visigoths—to name just a few.

Thus, when the Indians
came howling down and
murdered their women and
children, burned their homes
and crops, they sealed their
own fate. The white settlers
had come in peace, but they
were not pacifists. Provoked,

‘they laid aside hoe, plow, Bi-

ble, and tools and unsheathed
the sword. If the Indian wanted
war, they would teach him what
war was. The Indian discovered
too late that when it came to
war, it was he, not the settlers,
who was the amateur.

There is much to admire in
American Indian culture but it
IS not necessary to destroy
history in order to admire it.
There were massacres of In.
dians by whites — provoked by
massacres of whites by Indians.
To condense 200 years of In-
dian wars to the Battle of
Wounded Knee, the last major
action, is to tell an outright lie.

Incidentally, 29 soldiers died in
that battle.

It was the savagery of the
Indian method of warfare

which incited the hatred of the
whites. The Indian was the ter-
rorist of his day who struck

down the innocent without
mercy,

i
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Tom Busiahn irector of GLIFWC's biological division (left) andF:';\s;lrc'eibeg:;.CS&:F\,:{Q
lakes' biologi'st. measure and sample fish at the Lake Superior S (Ph:)to b Ch'a | L
Ebener is slipping scale samples into an envelope held by Busiahn. fleg

Bronte)

Part of assessing a fish population is measuring. Abot¢e a white fish lies on the measuring
board. (Photo by Charles Bronte)
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Biology technician Butch Mieloszyk embeds walleye spine in resin - part of the sam?ling
procedure aging fish. | :
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Bob Williamson slices up walleye spine, after they have been em
aging sample walleye. |

- seriously flawed legal conclusions of th

TREATY RIGHTS

Dear Tribal Chairman and Tribal Councils:

SSUE: Tribal government letters needed for Senators to €ncourage Senate signatures on a
etter to the administration Opposing IRS attempts to tax Tribal Treay-protected resources.

ndian Tribes in the Pacific Nort
Issue with the current administr

hwest, as you are aware, are fighting a serious treaty rights
ation. The RS, since 1982, has been attempting to impose
Federal income taxes on Tribal fishermen for income derived from fishing in treaty:-
designated waters. The implication. of course, is that if the RS is successful. all Tribal
resources nationwide will be in Jeopardy from the long fingers of the |RS.

“income derived personally be a restricted Indina in the exercise of fishing rights is laxable unless
the applicable lrealy contains language conferring an income lax exemplion. "

gned treaties with the United States In the Mid-1800's
Income tax laws not in existence until the early 1900's.

In other words. our forefathers, who si
are expected to have foreseen federal

Our fishermen have been appearing in tax court since early

Tribal Lawyers. As we are in the process of securing out of court settlement with the Irs, we
plan to attack this political scheme in Federal court.

Senator William Bradley, has sent the enclosed "Dear Colleague" letter to all Senators, re-
questing their support for a tough letter to the administration expressing Senate displeasure
with administration policy, We need Tribal governments across the country to contact their
senators and urge them to sign onto the letter. The more Senator signatures we have, the

stronger the opposition statement to the administration. A sample letter |s enclosed for your
consideration,

This action by the IRS. although opposed by the Interior Department, has administration en-
dorsement through the Justice Department opinion. The administration position reflect s
both political and economic considerations in attempting to tax Tribal resources without
Tribal government consent. As a further counterattack action, we urge you to:

|) adopt Tribal resolutions in strong opposition to the IRS and the Justice Department posi-:
tions: |

2) send letters with the resolutions to your respective Congressional representatives; and;
3) send a copy of the resolution with a cover letter requesting that the [resolution be entered as
a petition to Congress opoosing IRS attempts to tax Tribal treaty-protected resources] to;
The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Speaker

(1.S. House of Representatives

H-209 Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Hopefully, Tribal resolutions from across the country will begin appearing as petitions to Con-

gress in the Congressional Record to repeatedly remind Congressional staff of nationwide op-
position to current administration policy.

Lumni Tribal Treaty Rights Task Force representatives made present?tions at the NCAI Albu-
querque meeting, June 18-20 and the NTCA Washington, D.C. meeting on June 21{-26. Y9ur
Tribal Senate letters, however, need to be sent immediately to have any effect. (Quick action
Is required as the Senate letter will be open for signatures only unt'il Jun'e 30.. 198§.) Please
share with us copies of your correspondence to assist us in coordinating this nationwide effort.
If you have any questions, please contact us.

Your assistance in protecting Tribal treaty rights is most improtant.

Sincerely,

Larry Kinley,
Chairman
A h A Ak A A kA A A A A A A A A

Sam Cagney

Secretary
Lummi Indian Business Council

The Honorable

Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator
The

Indian Tribe firmly opposes current attempts by the Internal
Revenue Service to iImpose Federal taxes on income derived from treaty-protected resources.

This unprecedented attack on Tribal resources has been opposed by two separate Interior
Department Solicitors and strongly worded statements from Interior Secretary Hodel. The
Justice Department, unfortunately, rendered an opinion in this intra-departmental dispute
favoring the IRS as the “sounder view of the law.”

We are extremely concerned over this blatant disregard of established Indian law and the

»

e Justice Department reflecting economic and
radley forwarded a "Dear Colleague” letter in early
port for a letter to the administration opposing the
urge you to sign this letter rejecting this attempted
pect for Tribal sovereignty, and erosion of established In-

political considerations. Senator William B
June on this issue seeking Senatorial sup
Justice Department opinion, We strongly

abuse of Tribal treaty rights, disres
dian law. |

Senator Bradley's letter and quoted Interior 'Secreta
represents a bi-partisan position on this issue. Yo
will be most appreciated by the

reflecting your firm commitment to upholding tribal
Sincerely,

ry Hodel's opposition clearly
ur willingness to sign this reasonable letter
Tribal government and will be viewed as
treaty rights!

| ***********************************************t***;****
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