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- closed afier November 1st.
- list, he said, consists of lakes where
" the Wisconsin Administrative
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_GLIF WC asks
INR for

explanatzons

‘GLIFWC’s bxcwuvc DlI’CL'
ler James Schlender called for a

" clarification of the Wisconsin De-.

pariment of Natural Resources’
(WDNR) policy in recent lishery

- management decisions, as well as

motivations behind the decisions, -

- in-a letter to WDNR Sccretary
~. Carroll Besadny dated October 5.

- Defining the WDNR's and |

- GLIFWC’s common goal as a
“wisely-managed, sustainable re--

source,” Schiender expressed con-

-cemn aboul sceming inconsisien-
cies in the WDNR'’s lishery man- -

agement decisions.
Schlender is awailing a re-

- sponsc from Sceretary Besadny to

the following questions which he

- posed: _

| Question /: Schlender’s first

question asked-the WDNR 10 cx:
- ‘plain on what authority the Depart-
-ment decided to override Wiscon-
- sin Administrative Code NR 2.37
~ (a). The Code requires bag limits

-of two oronc onthc 41 "w.uchcd
lakes, :
5 Schlender noted: that the De-
pariment established a “watchlist”

- 0f 41 lakes, where walleyc harvest

by anglers was cxpected to be
That

- Code requires a daily bag limit of
two or onc based on tribal quota
declaratioiis, )

If the Code- dppllcs why then,
and on what basis, did the WDNR

" 'setthe bag limit at three mstcad of

1w oronc?
Question 2: The sccond ques-

+ tion posed regarded the monitor-

ingof lakesonthe “watch”list. He -

The Forumon S(wcrc:gnly° Divergent Jurisdictions was formally opened with traditional ceremonies

noicd that the WDNR is monitor-
ing angler harvest on a total of 24
lakes in the ceded territorics this
year, and applauded the substantial
increasc in monitored lakes.
Howcver, only two of the sur-
- veyed lakes arc on the “*watch™ list.
‘Schicnder asked by what means

the WDNR is “witching” the har-

vest on the other 39 lakes?

Question 3: Schiender ‘also
asked for an explanation of the
WDNR’s apparent change of heart
in regard 1o opening ice fishing on
some lakes which were prev:ously
announced to be closed.

Whilc conceding that the
opening of the lakes well-received
by “those who had threatened a
‘revolt” if winterharvest of walleye
was indeed closed,” he asked the
WDNR 10 provide information and
a rationale used to justify the
opening of all 41 lakes. “In other

words,” he asked, “whal changed Lo e , : _ :
Representatwes from various trlbes, tribal organualmns and lreaty support groups Lalhered at the Pugeon River Brldge on the

your fmind?"”

Question 4; The fourth ques-
" tion posed asked foran cxplanation
of an apparent change in policy
from that applicd in 1988 and lhal
applied in 1990. -
" In 1988, Schlender noted, the
WDNR closed walleye angling by
emergency order after Labor Day

~on two lakes where harvest sur-

veys indicated that 35% of the
population had been harw.,slcd by
the end of August. -

“This is a conservative man-
agementapproachbascdonagreed-

uponstandards, and was supported .

by GLIFWC,” he stated.
Prcl:mmary data on angler

harvest through August 1990 indi--

cated that five of 24 surveyedlakes

should be closcd to further anglcr

" ACHRONICLE
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SUPERIOR
CHIPPEWA

Fall 1990

Minnesoia-Canadian border in support of the Mohawks who were under siege. Abow: Mohawk supportcrs from the U S. s;de of the
bridge march towards the center. (story on pages 6-7) .

harvest of walleye, if the WDNR
followed the same standards ap-
plicd in 1988.

-Noting that the datais prcllml-
nary and nol to be made public
until final, Schlender felt that in
ihe interest of protecting fish

- populations from cxcessive har-

vest, he must ask why lakes, where

-current harvest equals or exceeds

35% of the csumalig:d population,
were not closed this year as they
were in 1988.

Question 5:  Schlender also
qucsuoncd the WDNR onits policy
opcnncss " “While I do not

including presentation of flags and Drum songs from the Winnebago Drum. The opening banquet on

" Qctober 7 was followed by a two-day schedule of presentations.

ISHUC

- New ruling in Voigt case

Mad:qon-—Only the Federal Government and not the Wisconsin Chippewa Tribes miay pursue
claims for damages against the State of Wisconsin for the deprivation of tribal off-reservation treaty
rights. Federal Judge Barbara Crabb has ruled that the State of Wisconsin is immune from the tribal
damages claim by virtue of the 11th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

Inan October 11, 1990, decision, Judge Crabb niled “that fthe Tribes) cannot pursue their claim for
damages against the State of Wisconsin dircctly; they may do so only through the United States.™ This
ruling is past of the on- gomg treaty rights littgation commonly referred 10 as the Voigt case. :

Aspanof that case, the six Chippewa Tribes of Wisconsin claimed that the State of Wisconsin should
be held liable for economic and other damages sustained as a result of the enforcement of state
conscrvation laws against tribal members. The Tribes assernted that those laws inlringed upon their off-
Teservation hunting, fishing and gathering rights reserved in the Treatics of 1837 and 1842.

« According 10 James Zom, GLIFWC Policy Analyst, this ruling docs not address the merits of the
T nbc\ damages claims but only gocs to who—the United States or the Tribes themscelves—may assert
those claims. “The State’s past conduct in infringing on tribal rights is in no way vindicated by this
dcuslon "Zom said. “’!‘hc cxtent of tribal damages suffered at the hands of the State remains an open

Tribal Officials dI‘I{] tribal dtlomcys involved in the V. mg; case could not be reached for comment

prmr ?.0 pﬂ.%b time.

share your interpretations of ihe
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law as
itapplies to particular Department
employes,” he said, *I am con-
cemed about the apparent lack of
openness regarding the decision to
keep all of the “watched” lakes
open, Is the policy of openness
being applied consistently?” he
asked.

Assuming that the decision 1o
open the lakes required discussion
both at the technical and policy
levets of the Department, he com-
menied that no notice was pro-
vided 10 GLIFWC or the public of

the Department’s meetings when
the policy was discussed and the
decision made.

Schiender asked for advance
notification, as a slanding request,
of meetings where policies such as
the.ones mentioncd above are be-

“ing discusscd and decided upon,

including staff bricfings and meet-
ings with individuals from other

agencies or depanimenis ]
He also requesied information

regarding “when, where and by

whom™ thedecisions on*'watched”

lakes were discussed and made.
Question ©0: Fmally

Schlender asked Bcsadny 0 pro-:
vige him with assurance that the
WDNR s decision was made with _
regard to resource protectionrather

than “to foster political interests or
scapegoat the Chippewa tribes."” -

Schiender referred to the con-

cem of at least one legislator who,

according 10 a recent news anlicle,

shared GLIFWC’s concems re-

garding WDNR’ Sdecisions. “The
onc thing I can say about the

Dcpanmenl s decisions,” he com-.

mented, “isthat they area constam
source of surpnsc gl

Inouye urges respect

Respect for the govcmmem-
to-govermment relationship that
tribes and local, state and the fed-
cral government share inthe United

States wasunderscored by Senator 3

Dan Inouye during a vidcotaped
address at the opening of the Forum
on Sovereignty, Stevens Point'in
carly Oclober.
" Unable to attend in person due
tothe budget crisisinthe Congress,

[nouye (D-Hawaii), Chairman of '

the Senate Select Commitice on

Indian Affairs, taped the remarks |

he had prepared for the occasion.

Inouye stressed that a govern-
ment-to-govemment rclationship
and recognition of tribal sover-
cignly has historically been the
basis of U.S. policy in regard to
tribes and has its foundationsinthe
Constitution.

Inouye also emphasucd that
violence and threats during the
spring spearfishing scason would
nol be tolerated.

Providing background on
sovereignty, he noted that Indian

- people have had signilicant input

into the formation of our country.
For onc example, that George
Washinglon probably would not
have survived Valiey Forge with-
out Indian aid, he said.- -
Inouye also noted that the

principles for the new democratic

state which was being formed were
derived by our forefathers from the

The Greal Law of Peace, which

had long been the basis of govemn-

ment for the Nations of the fro-

¢

Senator Dan Enouye, Chairman

of the Senate Select Commitice

on Indian Affairs.

quois Confederation. Nootherde-
mocracics were it existence 1o

provide models,

Equal representation and the
concept of separaie houses of
govemment, as well as equal sta-
tus for men and women, were all
part of the cstablished Iroquois
govemment which was studied by
founders of the U.S. and incorpo-
rated into the democracy they
formed, Inouye said.

The first Treaty betweenatribe
and the U.S. government was
signed in 1778, Inouye stated, and
was an alliance with the Delaware.
That treaty provided for the con-
federation of other tribes with the

“fied by Congress. -
“shelved,” but the, U:S. expected -

Jor tribal soverezgnty

Delaware and representation m

Congress.
Since that time over 800 trea-

tics were made with various tribal -

govemments. Those treaties, he

said, were agrccmems that were - -
intended to !ast “as long as the

nver ﬂows and the sun nscs inthe
cast.’

However, out of the §00 trea-
tics 438 of them were never rati-
They were

the Tribes to be held to them.
Congress did ratify 370 trea-

" ties, bul “we have violated them

all,” Inouye continued. *“Rights
supposedly protected by treaty have

- systematically been strippedaway.
No wonder Indian governments -

cherish their sovereignty.”

Despite the actuality of croded
_tribal rights and. broken treaty

agreements, Inouyestated that there
arc $,100 years of Supreme Court

dcciﬁlons underscoring and reaf--
firming the sovereignty of tribal.

nations.”

“It may secm bhard to accept’

that treatics arc being upheld, butit
was hard for tribes to give up land
and resources and lives,” he said,
“In my view, we owe the Indians
much more.”

TInouye also commented that
he has scen a pattem evolve of -

Indianandnon-Indianputting aside

differences and solving problems, |
stressing that despite differences -

the message should-be: clear that
we “will not tolerate violence.” f,

.(-

DUPLICATE EXPOSURE
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Thc topic of tribal sovcrc:gmy

C onference explores soverer gmy arzd ]urzsdzctzn

. was explored from a varicty of
~ perspectives - during a two-day
conference at Stevens Point this
~month. Entitled “Tribal Sover-
cignty: Divergent Jurisdictions,”
/the forum atiracted judges from
both tribal ‘and non-tribal cournt

systems, tribal leaders, allumcys :

o clergy and cducators.

.~ Throughout the several days,
~-the complexities relating to Indian
- “law became apparent. The law
~ "itself becomes enfangled in the

_socio-political pressures of various - ; ¢j

" cras, the whims of Congress, and
‘the problems which pertain 1o

-maintaining minority rights within

" -+ adominant culture. - .
Dc_spucmcconunuouserosmn

" . of Indian rights and a history of -

. . intgraction which is marred both
- by actions which arc ignorant of

. thelaworignore the law, the status
. of tribes as sovercign, domestic

", nations within the Utited Slales

'has managed to remain.

+ . h is the recognition of that
“status which the: t:ibes are now
-seeking, and with that recognition

. the acceptance of their right as
., Tcsponsible, sovereign govern-

ments to exercise powers of self-

- regulation-and protection of tsibal
- righis and property.

- While court decisions prowde

that recognition, society does not.

The job, then, involves public

education. That is the task that the -

Forum on Sovereignty undertook.
* Some highlights of the conference

- - -are summarized below:

Historical Pefspective .
“of Soveréignty and
Federal Indian Law

Prof. Rennard Strickland, Prof. -

of Law, and Director, American
Indian Law and Policy Center,
College of Law, University of
Oklahoma, provided insights into
- the historical basis of tribal sover-
¢ignty and the principles which are
- fundamental to and gwide Indian
- law.
.~ . Prof. Strickland described the
courscof Indian-1).S. relationships

A lone protestor stood in the lobby of the Holiday Inn, Stevens Point | |

Bi=

as a “‘continuous Joumcy. * The
choice to make that relationship
one which would be “a continuous
journey, not a final solution”™ was a

careful and conscious choice of :

earlyleaders, hesaid. Hedescribed
the choice as an “option for law.”

Strickland stated that the
choice, which involved recogni-
tion of tribal sovereignty, came
out of international thought and
the bixth of international law, and
is ond which rcflected the finest
principles of the Amgrican Rc—
public.

In the 1830s a series of court
decisions entitled the Marshall
Trilogy laid foundations for the
relationshipbetween state andtribe.
While those decisions limited the

. powersoftribes, they also affimed

sovereignty, Strickland noted.
The status of tribes as sover-
eigns was not something bestowed
on the tribes by the U.S. courts or
govemments, but, as Strickland
noted, a status the tribes had en-
joyed “long before the Indians

discovered Columbus.” The rights .-

they enjoy, he also stated, were

.rights that they retained, not rights

which were given to them.

Stricktand continued to discuss
regulating principles of sovereignty
and Indian law. Some of lhose
mcnnoncd include:

. prior to the opening ceremonies and bangquet of the Forum on
; Soverengmy. ‘He clmmed no ties with any. organuahon

Cooperative endeavor underway
_for environmental health lab

LCO——The establishment bf

. - an ecnvironmental health labora--
. toryisthe purpose of a cooperative

agreement between GLIFWC and
the Center for Lake Superior En-
~ vironmental Studies (CLSES) UW-
Superior which was recently signed
at Lac Courte Oreilles. '

Essentially, the joint agreement

- signed by representatives from
-GLIFWC, CLSES, and the UW-

" Superior, provides the foundation

for cooperating organizations 1o

" seek funding necessary for the

laboratory, stated James Schlender,
GLIFWC executive director.
- Schiender noted that if the ef-
fort to establish the environmental
laboratory is successful, tribes witl
* benefit in several ways. -
For one, the laboratmy wluch

would be operated as partof CLSES
atthe UW-Superiorcampus, would
provide GLIFWC and mcmber
tribes with technical expertise and
assistance in resource management

related to off-reservation treaty

rights. Accessible scientific
equipment and professionals would
compliment and expand the cur-
rent work of GLIFWC, he said.

The agreement also specifi- -

cally provides that the laboratory

would serve to expand environ-
-mental assessments in the ceded

territories as well as facilitate en-
vironmental rescarch between the
scientific and tribal communities.

_ Inaddition, the Jaboratory, as
proposed, would seek to provide

‘opportunities for tribal members

to participate in environmental re-

- the WDNR stron

Prol‘esr Rennard Stnckland, Umversnty of Oklahoma.

(] Indian Iaw is baset on con-
- stitutional law.

O It provides for govemment-
to-government relations.

O The basic relationship be-
tween tribes and govemment 15 a
federal-tribal relationship as pro-
+vided in the U.S. Constitution, the
"Supreme law of the land.

3O The law is 1o be read as it
was understood by the pcople who
signed it.-

O Treaties were agrcements
made in perpetuity.

In conclusion, Strickland
called for an increased effont o
correct mythology and stereotype

in regard 1o Indian pcople. We'

need a new definition of what is
Indian, he said, asking people to be
aware that “Indians are not mu-
seum pieces, but an evolving

peopie.”

Sovereignty: A matter of
the spirit

Beyond the legal definitions
and rhetoric Eddie Benton-Benai,
Anishinabe spiritual leader and
Superintendent of the Lac Courte
Oreilles Schools, sees sovereignty

as “a spiritval and subjective mat- -

tel' »

The terms cunemly used to
describe sovereignty, he noted, are
very recent tenns and fail 1o en-
COmpassmeﬁJllmcaningofsover-
cignly for the people.

“It is incumbent on the Anish-
inabe to go beyond legal defini-
tions of sovereignty because we
limit curselves and exclude the
covenant with our Creator and
Mother Earth,” he said.

" Benton-Benai feels that to un-
derstand sovereignty individuvals
must put aside the legal perspec-

tive, the social perspective, the

treaty rights perspective and begin
at the rational point of beginning,
which is 1o know yourself first.
*“To honorour Creator and our
Mother Earth and to know our-

. selves are the foundations of sov-

ercignty,” he said. “That sover-
eignty can neverbetaken parcel by
parcel or subjected to legal inter-
pretations.”

Litigation vs.
negotiation

Standing in for James Klauser,
-George Meyer, WDNR chief of
enforcement, ~ presented the
WDNR’s position ¢n litigation vs,
negotiation. According to Meyer,
advocates ne-
gotiationy’ over litigation as a
method for resolving differences
of opinion.

Meyer cited negotiated settle-
ment in regard to the treaty com-

search and cducauon Lhrough the
establishment of a research and
development fund for Indian par-
ticipation.

~ The agreement provides for a
line item of about 15% of any
money generaied by the labin per-
formance of environmental analy-
ses 10 be used to facilitate Indian
participation in research and edu-
cation programs.

Training throughaninternship
program is one avenue which will
be used o encourage Indian people
to work inthe envirgnmental health
ficld.

Funding for the facility will be
jointly sought from the Wisconsin
Jegislature, other governmental
bodies, or from private founda-
tions.

e _

Participants of the Forum on Sovereignty enjoyed a banquet dinner and a message from Senator Dan |

Inouye-which was taped for the occasion. Inouye was able to be present because ol‘the Congressmnal

Tribal sovereignty within

budget crisis.

mercial fishery in Lake Superior.
Following litigation in the 1972
Gumoe case which reaffirmed the
treaty rights of the Chippewa and
four to five years of dispute over

regulations, the WDNR was able -

to sit down with the Tribe and
discuss regulations,

That discussion Ied to a ﬁve
year agreement which established
regulations for the commercial
fishery in 1975. In 1980 a similar
agreement, this time including the
Bad River Band, was negotiated.

Currently,. the WDNR has 20
agreements with tribes, Meyer
stated, with many of these in non-
controversial areas. In regard to

_Voigt, Meyers pointed out that over

40 highly complicated agreements
were worked out between the
WDNR and Voigt Inter-Tribal
Task Force to provide for interim
treaty harvest seasons while lmga—
tion was pending.

*If conflict. comes up. the

WDNR will prefer to try to deal
with disputes through ncgotia-
tions,” he stated. :

On the other hand, Kathryn
Tiemey, Sault Ste. Marie Tribal

Attorney, former attorney for the
‘Lac du Flambean Band, feels the

benefits and risks of both negotia-
tions and litigation must be
weighed.

Tiemey characterized the liti-
gation process as costly and often
iengthy, noting that the Voigt case
began in 1964 with the rights fi-
nally be re-affirmed in 1983 and
litigation to clarify still in process.

~ But the benefit to litigation,
she noted, was that “the Judge is
the decision maker, not the politi-
cians."’

While admitting that fcw count _
decisions are decided in a vacuum,

the litigation process is less likely
to be biased by politics.

Inlitigation the risk of a greater
less alsoneeds to be weighed. “You
cbuld lose the case, and if you do
lose, you're stuck,” she stated.

To Tiemey negoliations are
likely to be successful if the issucs
are 1.)not political, 2.) not widely
publicized and- 3.} not likely to
have a big economic impact.

In order 10 encourage partici-
pationt in good faith ncgotiations,

tribes need some assurances, Tier- -

(See Conference, page 2)

environmental protectionlaws .

cnvironmental protection,” Dodge -

By Sherrole Benton
Freelance Writer

The whole arena of environ-
mental protection is a new frontier
in regard to how the federal and
statc governments intcract with
tribes, said Steve Dodge, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Region 5 Office.

Expressing tribal sovereignty
while protecting the environment
was explored on the third day of
the conference: “Forum on Sover-
eignty: Divergent Jurisdictions.™

Governmenial intcraction be-
tween . tribes, states, and federal
agencies can further define and
substantiate tribal sovereignty,
Dodge said.

“In 1973 the EPA came to grips
with how to deal with tribes and
how Indian law should be applied

in Indian country. Recognizing’
the tenants of Indian law, the EPA

decided to treat tribes on a govem-
ment to government basis accord-
ing to the foundations of treaty
law,” Dodge said. This scis a pre-
cedent-in the areas of developing
environmental protection laws for
tribes 1o assert their tribal sover-
cignty within intergovermnmental
agreements, he said.

“Entering into mtergovem—
mental agreements is an act of
sovereignty . .. and provides (tribes
with) technical assistance and dol-
lar savings in the administration of

said. :
For example, if lhe tribes had

anintergovemmental agreementin -

place with the state for environ-
mental protection, the tribe would
be able to call on a local county
emergency response team to clean
up a chemical spill and have it
done within hours, Dodge said,
Whercas, if the tribe had no agree-
ments with the state for environ-
mental protection, the tribes would.
have to rély on a federal agency to
clean up the spill, and it could take
days for someone to respond, ha
said. The dollar savings would
come from being able torely onthe
stale cmeErgency RCSpOnSe teams

rather than spend hundreds of -
thousands of dollars in training, -

equipment and update education

_on chemical and hazardous waste

spills, he said.

Intergovemmental agmcments
would also dispel the myth that
reservations are a haven for viola-

tions of environmental laws, he -
-said.

One of the myths about Indian

country is that no laws apply, least .

of all environmental protection

“laws, said Howard J. Bichler, St
Croix Tribal Attomey. But the -

truth is tHat tribal councils are in-
terested in protecting their envi-
ronment before developing busi-

ness and ¢économic mtcres{s he -

said.
(See Tribal sovereignty, page 2)

7

tm northern Wisconsin,”

| GLIFWC receives gra'nt -
for public education

Thc Native American Ministrics program of the Evangchcalfi--
LutheranChurchin America (EL.CA) recently approved glantof
$4,500 towards support of treaty rights education.

The grant will assist GLIFWC in providing cducatmnal
matenals, such as the Treaty Rights Guide Booklet, whlch havc:.-
been in large demand over the past several years,

“GLIFWC was dclighted to receive the monetary support .
towards its public cducation endeavor,” commented Sue Erickson,
‘GLIFWC Public Information Dircctor. *“We are most apprecia- -
tive of the spiritual support behind the grant, That support has. .

- beenconsistently shown by ELCA duringthe :rcaty rights dtsputcs?.”

Signing the agreement for a cooperative effort aimed at establishing an environmental heéltﬁ

laboratory at the Cent

for Lake Superior Environmental Studies at the UW-Superior were

representatives of the ooperating organizations. From the left are: James Schlender, Executive

Director, GLIFWC; Dr. Terrance Mac'l‘aggart Chancellor UW~Supenor- and Dr, John Dellmger, .
: 1T

Dlrector, CLSES
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* ‘The lopu. of tribal 50vcrcu_,nly
was explored from a varicly of
pcrs‘pcclivcs during a two-day

_ conference at Stevens Point this

- month.
ccignly: Divergent Jurisdictions,”
* the forum attracted judges from

both tribal and non-tribal court

Entitled “Tribal Sover-

systems, tribal Ieaders, auomcys

- tlergy and educators.

Throughout the several days,

the complexities relating to Indian

I

law became apparent.  The law

~ils¢H becomes entangled -in the
. socio-political pressures of various

i cras, the whims of Congress, and
the problems which pertain 10

maintaining minority rights within
a dominant culiure;

Dcsp:lclhcwmmuomcros:on
voof Indian rights and a history of

intcraction which is marred both
by actions which are ignorant of.

the law orignore the law, the status
- of tribes as sovereign, domestic -

nations within the United States
has mamgcd 10 remain,

At is the recognilion of . 1hal
status whichr the tribes are now
sceking, and with that recognition
the acceptance of their right as

- 1esponsible, sovereign govern-

ments 10 exercise powers of self-
reguiation and protection of tribal
rights and property. -

" While count decisions provide
that re¢ognition, socicty docs not,

. The job, then, involves public

cducation. That s the task that the

'¥Forum on Sovereignty undertook.
Somc highlights of the conference
a'rc summarized below:

H:storlcal Perspectwe
_of Sovereignty and
- Federal Indian Law

Prof. Rennard Strickland, Prof.

" of Law, and Director, American

Indian Law and Policy Center,

- College of Law, University of

QOklahoma, provided insights into
the historical basis of tribal sover-

e gnty and the principles which are

- fundamental to.and guide Indian

“law. : :
Prof. Strickland descnbed the

- courscof Indian-U.S. relationships

/

A

I’rol‘cssnr Rmn.lrd Qtntkl.md Umversnly oi' Okldhoma

as a “conlinuous journcy.' * The
choice 10 make that relationship
ong which would be “a continuous
joumey, not a linal solution” was a
carcful and conscious choice of
carlylcaders, he said. Hedescribed
the choice as an “‘option for law.”

Strickland stated that the

choice, which involved recogni-
tion of tribal sovercignty, came
out of intenational thought and
the birth of inicmational law, and
is onc which reflecied the finest

- principles of the American Rc-

public.

In the 1830s a serics of courd
decisions entitlcd the Marshall
Trilogy taid foundations for the
relationshipbeiween statc and tribe.
While those decistons limited the
powersof tribes, they also affimed
sovereignty, Strickland noted.

The status of tribcs as sover-
eigns was not something bestowed
on the tribes by the U.S. courts or
govemments, but, as Strickland
noted, a status the tribes bad en-

_joyed “long before the Indians

discovered Columbus.” The rights
they enjoy, hc also stated, were
nghts that they retained, not rights

h were given to them.

Strickland continued todiscuss
regulating principlesof sovereignty
and Indian law. Some of those
mentioned include: -

A lone protestor stood in the lobby of the Holiduy lon; Stevens Point
prior to the opening ceremonies uand banquet of the Forum on
Sovereignty. He claimed no ties with any organization,

- Cooperative endeavor underway

- LCO—The cstablishment of

an environmental health labora-

.- loty isthe purpose of acooperative
: ; agrcement between GLIFWC-and
- . 1he Center for Lake Superior En-

* vironmental Studies (CLSES)UW-

-Superiorwhich was recently signed

" at Lac Counte Oreilles. -

.. Esscntially, the joint agreement
signed by representatives from

GLIFWC, CLSES, and the UW--

Superior, provides the foundation
for cooperating organizations to
seck funding nccessary for the
laboratory, stated James Schlender,
GLIFWC executive direclor.

_ Schiendcr noted that if the ef-

) - fort 1o establish the cnvironmental
- laboratory is successful, tribes will

- benefit in several ways.
- Forone, lhc laboralory. whlch :

- U Indian Jaw is based on con-
stitutional law.

£ It provides for govemment-
to-govermnment relations.

U The basic relationship be-
tween tribes and govemment is a
federal-tribal relationship as pro-
vided in the U.S. Constitution, the
Supreme law of the land.

£} The law is 1o be read as it
was understood by the people who
signed il.

[} Treatics were agreements -

madc in perpetuity.

In conclusion, Strickland
called for an increased effori to
correct mythology and stercolype
in regard to Indian people. We
need a new -definition of what is
Indian, he said, asking pcople to be
awarc that “Indians are not mu-
seum pieces, but an evolving
people.” .

Soverelgnty A matter of

the spirit

Beyond the legal definitions
and rheioric Eddic Benton-Benai,
Anishinabe spiritual leader and
Superinicndent of the Lac Courte
Oreilles Schools, sees sovereignty
as “‘a spiritual and subjective mat-
:cr-S’

‘The 1erms currently used to
describe sovereigniy, he noted, are
very recent terms ang fail to en-
compass the full meaning of sover-
cignty for the people.

“Itisincumbent on the Anish-

.inabe 1o go beyond legal defini-

tions of sovercignty because we
Iimit ourseives and exclude the
covenant with our Creator and
Mother Earth,” he said.
Benton-Benai feels that to un-
derstand sovereignty individuals
must put aside the legal perspec-
tive, the social perspective, the
treaty rights perspective and begin
at the rational point of beginning,
which is to know yourself first.
“To honor our Creator and our

- Mother Earth and to know our-
. selves are the foundations of sov-.
- ereignty,”

he said. “That sover-
cignty cannever be taken parcel by

~ parcel or subjected to legal inter-

preiations.”

Litigation vs.
negotiation

" Standingin for James Klauser,
George Meyer, WDNR chicf of
enforcement, presented the

~ WDNR’s position on litigation vs.

negotiation. According 1o Meyer,
the WDNR strongly advocates ne-
gotiations over litigation as a
method for resolving differences
of opinion.

Meyer ciled negotiated settle-
ment in regard 1o the treaty com-

| for environmental health lab

would bcopcmlcdax pariof CLSESR scarch and cducallon through the

atthe UW-Supcrior campus, would
provide. GLIFWC and member
tribes with technical cxpertise and

assistanceinresource management -

related. to off-rescrvation treaty
rights. Accessible scientilic
cquipmentand prolessionals would
compliment and’ ¢xpand the cur-
rent work of GLIFWC, he said.

- The agreement also specifi-
cally provides that the laboratory
would serve 10 cxpdnd cnviron-

-mental assessments. in the ceded

territories as well as facilitate en-
vironmental rescarch between the
scientific and tribal communitics.

In addition, the laboratory, as
proposed, would scck 10 provide
opponunitics for tribal members
1o participate in environmental re-

cstablishment of a research and
development fund for Indian par-
ticipation,

The agreement provides for a
line ilem of about 15% of any

~moncy gencrated by the Iabin per-
formance of environmental analy-

ses 10 be used to facilitate Indian
participation in research and edu-
cation programs,

Tramning throughaninternship
program is onc avenue which will
be usedtocncourage Indian people
o work| tntheenvironmental health
ficld.

Fund:_ng forthe facmty will be
Joinily sought from the Wisconsin
legislature, other governmental
bodies, or from private founda-
aons.

Participants of the Forumon Sovereignty enjoyed a banquet dinner and a message from Senator Dan
Inouye which was taped for the occasion. Inouye was abletobe pres(,nt because of the Congressional

budget crisis.

mercial fisheryin Lake Superior.
Following litigation in the 1972
Gumoc case which reaflirmed the
treaty rights of the Chippewa and
four 10 five years of dispuic over
regulations, the WDNR was able
to sit down with the Frific and
discuss regulations.

That discussion led o 2 five
year agreement which established
rcgulations for the commercial
fishery in 1975, In 1980 a similar
agreement, this time including the
Bad River Band, was negotiated.

Currently, the WDNR has 20
agrecments with (ribes, Mcyer
stated, with many of these in non-
controversial arcas. In regard o
Voigt, Meyerspointed outibatover
40 highly complicated agreements
were worked oul between the
WDNR and Voigt Inter-Tribal
Task Force 1o provide lor interim
treaty harvest scasons while fitiga-
tion was pending.,

“If conflict comes up, the
WDNR will prefer 10 Iry 10 deal
with disputes through negotia-

-tions," he stated.

On the other hand, Kathryn
Tierney, Sault Ste. Marie Tribal
Attorncy, {ormer attorney for the
Lac du Flambeau Band, fecls the
benefits and risks of bath negotia-
tions and litigation must be
weighed.

Tierney characterized the liti-
gation process as costly and often
lengthy, noting that the Voigt casc
began in 1964 with the rights fi-
nally be re-affirmed in 1983 and
litigation to clarify still in process.

But the bencfit to litigation,
she noted, was (hat “the Judge is
the decision maker, not the politi-
cians.”

While admitting that few court
decisions are decided in a vacuum,
the litigation process is less likely
to be biased by politics. -

Inlitigationthe risk of agreater
lessalsonecdstobe weighed. “You
could lose the case, and il you do
lose, you're stuck,” she stated. .

To Ticmey negolialions are
likely to be successful if the issucs
are 1.)not political, 2.) not widcly
publicized and 3.) nol Lkely to
have a big cconomic impact

In order 10 encourage partici-
pation in good faith negotiations,
lnbcs need some assurances, Tier-

(See Conference, page 2)

Tribal sovereignty within
environmental protection laws -

By Sherrole Benton
Freelance Writer

The whole arcna of environ-
mental proteetion is a new fronticr
in regard 10 how the federal and
state povemments inieract with
tribes, said Steve Dodge, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Region 5 Oflice.

Expressing tribal sovercignly
whilce protecting the environment
was explored on the third day of
the conference: “Forum on Sover-
cignty: Divergent Jurisdiclions.”

Governmental interaction be-
tween tribes, stales, and federal
agencics can firther define and
substantiate tribal sovercigmy,
Dodge said.

“In1973 the EPA came 10 grips
with how o deal with tribes and
how Indian law should he applicd
in Indian country. Rccognizing
the tenants of Indian law, the EPA
decided totreat tribes on a govemn-
ment (0 government basis accord-

ing 1o the foundations of treaty.

law,” Dodge said. This sets a pre-
cedent’in the arcas of developing
cnvironmental protection laws for
tribes 1o assert their tribal sover-
cignty within intergovemmental
agrecments, he said.

“Entering into intcrgovem-
mental agreements is an act of
sovereignty ... and provides (tribes

" with) technical assistance and dol-

lar savings in the administration of

cnvironmental prmccuon " Dodge
said, _
For cxample, if the lnbcs had
anintergovemmentai agreementin
place with the state for cnviron-
mental protection, the tribe would
be able 10 ¢all on a local county
cmergency response team (o clean

-up a chemical spill and have it

done within hours, Dodge said.
Whereas, if the tribe had no agree-
ments with the state for environ-
mental protection, the tribes would
have to rcly on a federal agency to
clean up the spill, and it could take
days for someone to respond, be
said. The dollar savings would
come from being able to rely onthe

slale cmergency responsc teams

rather than spend hundreds of

thousands of dollars in training,

cquipment and update education

on chemical and hazardous waste

spills, he said.

Intergovernmental agreements
would also dispel the myth that
rescrvations are a haven for viola- -
tions of cnv1r0nmcnml laws, he
said.

One of the myths about Indian
country is that no laws apply, least
of all cnvironmental protection
laws, said Howard J. Bichler, St.
Croix Tribul Attomey. But the
truth is that tribal councils are in-
terested in protecting their, envi-
ronment before developing busi-
ness and cconomic interests, he

said.
(Sce Tribal sovereignty, page 2)

-

in northemn Wisconsin.”

\

GLIFWC receives grant
for public education

The Native American Ministries program of the Evangelical
Lutheran Churchin America (ELCA)recently approved a grant of
$4,500 towards support of treaty rights cducation.

The grant will assist GLIFWC in providing cducational.
materials, such as the Treaty Rights Guide Booklet, which have
been in large demand over the past several years.

“"GLIFWC was dclighted to reccive the monetary support
towards its public cducationendeavor,” commented Sue Erickson,
GLIFWC Public Information Dircctor, “W¢ are most apprecia-
tive of the spiritual support behind the grant. ‘That support has
been consistently shown by ELCA during the treaty rights disputes

<

) _

Signing the a;,reumnl for a couperative effort aimed at establishing an environmental health
laboratory at the Center for Lake Superior Environmental Studies at the UW-Superior were
representatives of the cooperating organizations. From the left are: James Qtllluldcr, Executive

Director, GLIFWC; Dr. Terrance MacTaggart, Chancellor, UW-Superior;

Director, CLSES.

and Dr. John Dellinger, -
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J omt actzon plcm for fishery assessment appmved and underway

By Tom Busuahn '
GLIFW(C

Biological Services Director

Cooperation is the word of the -
~ day, as state, tribal, and fcderal
representatives have approved a
“Joint Action Plan” for assessment
of the fisheries in Wisconsin's
cededterritorics: The planincludes
a joint report on the status of the
fishery, which will present recom-
. mendations on futare needs for as-
sessment and enhancement of the
'y fishery resource. :

The joint effort stems from the
-State’ of Wisconsin’s plea for
- greater federal involvement in re-

solving the controversy that has
arisen following the implementa-
_ tion of long-denied treaty fishing
- rights of the Chippewa. Senator
Daniel Inouye, powerful chairman
of the Scnate Sclect Commiitee on
Indian Affairs, secured $300,000
- tofund**anindependent assessment

- ofthe statusof the fishery resources

R conducted joinily by the
- federa » state, and six Chlppewa

tribal governments.” (language
from the Report of the Senate

- Appropriations Committee)

The participating govemments
set up a Steering Committee to
oversece the study, including repre-
_sematives from the U.S. Fish and
“Wildlife Service, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, the Wisconsin De-
pariment of Natural Resources, the
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wild-
life Commission, and each of the
-six Chippewa tribal govermments
in Wisconsin: Bad River, Lac
Courte Oreilics, Lac du Flambeau,
Red Cliff, Sokaogon (Mole Lake),
and St. Croix. Robert Jackson of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs chairs
the Steering Commiitee.

Planning for the study began
in mid-May, when the Report of
the Scnate Appropriations Com-
mittee was received, but the first
meeting of the joint Steering Com-
mittee did rot occur until July 12,
due to some differing perspectives
on “open’” meetings. Tribes have
maintained that negotiations with
the State should be open only to
mv:lcd participants. The DNR has

recently introduced a policy that
high-ranking administrators may
ondy attend meetingsthat have been
publicized in advance in a DNR
newsletter.

The Steering Committee
meetings have been publicized by
DNR, but attention from the news
media has been scant. A single
reporier attended Steering Com-
miltee megtings on July 12 at Lac-
Courte Oreilles and at Mole Lake
on Avgust 7. No one from the
press attended the most recent

meeting at Bad River on Sepiem- _

ber 28.

Despite the lack of attention
Tromthe newsmedia, the joint study
is likely to be of great significance

“for the future of northemn

Wisconsin's fisheries. The last
five years have been marked by
bitter controversy. over fishing
rights and regulations, and also by
greatly accelerated assessment of
walleye populations and harvesl.
“The controversy has been
heightened by fear and uncertainty
about the future of the resource

‘-eremomes initiate -

re-seeding project

“RICELAKE-Ceremoniesat
 the shores of Rice Lake, near Her-
tel, WI officially launched a c00p-
erative wild rice re-seeding project
last week. The project is the most
extensive re-seeding effort under-
. taken to date, according to Peter
David, Great Lakes Indian Fish &
-‘Wildlife Comm:ss:on (GLIFWC)
. biologist.

. Representatives from the co-
operating agencies met at Rice
Lake and participated in a tobacco

_ceremony led by Fred Ackley, tribal
judge - from the Sokaogon

“Chippewa. The ceremony both ex-

- pressed gratitude for manomin

%@&!M

A tobacco eeremony at R:ee Lake, near Hertel, Wls ol‘ﬁcs

seeding project. Above,

to the Chippewa people.

Conference explores soverelgnty and jurisdiction continued

- (Continued ﬁ'om page2)”

ney stated. . :
For one, they need aSSurancc

* that they will be able to self-regu-
" “late and for another, that their right
to be different will be accepted.

: Tribes will have different goals

* and objectives and different ways

of gaining objectives, she com-

mented. With accepiance of their
~difference and their sovercignty,

Tiemey feels many more areas

would bc open1o negonauons

Prmcnples of soverelgnty '

Dr. Earl Barlow, Superinien-
dent of the Minneapolis Arca Of-
fice of the Bureau of Indian Af-
. fairs, provided an extensive over-

" view of the “Federal Perspective:
" Cumrent Status of Tribal Sover-
- eignty and Jurisdiction.” As he
"noted at the onset, the current sta-

* .18 is difficult 10 address because .

itsalwaysevolvingandinastateof
flux. . _

from the left, are Jlm Schlender,
.- Ackley, Mole Lake tribal judge, both who shared commenisonthe significance of manomin

(wnld rice) as a food source and
sought blessing on the seeds to be
sown this fall.

As Jim Schlender, GLIFWC
exccutive director, pointed out that

‘the Anishinabe (Chippewa) people
were charged with stewardship

over the manomin. That steward-
ship. he said, projecis both spiri-

-tual and technical elements.

Therefore, i is important that the
spiritual aspect be an integral part
of the re-seeding pm_;ect about to
be launched.

"~ Schlender noted thal the An-
ishinabe had been told that with
the loss of important spiritual

"+ Thestatcoftnbal sovercignty,

he said, is influenced by the van-
ous branches of govemment and
their current philosophies. It is

also intertwined with jurisdictions |

of county and stalc govemments—
the total piclure becoming a juris-
dictional collage.

In bricf, Barlow went on 10
define three principles for under-
standing Indian le¢gal rclations.
First, two aspects of sovercignty

‘arc considered by the federat gov- -

e¢rnment: an exicrnal sovereignty

-whereby tribes are subject o the
legislative power of Congress and
dependent on the federal govern-
ment for protection and an intermal
sovereignty which provides for
powers of self-govermment within
Indian Country.

“The federal government has
always held that Indian tribes will
be ruled by their own laws,” Bar-
low stated. “Today, tribal govern-
mentsexercisclegislative, judicial,

and regulatory powers and thereis

teachings, the manomincrop would
also decline, asithasdone overthe
past decades. However, today, a
rekindling of Anishinabe spiritu-
ality may also herald the retumn of
more abundant manomin beds in
northern lakes and rivers.

The seedsto be planted inRice

.Lake were the first of 3200 lbs.

which will be sown this fall by
staff from the GLIFWC, the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Re-
sources, and the Nicolet and Che-

.quamegon National Forests.

Eleven bodies of water in five

‘northern counties have been tar-
geted for the effort.

no question that their authority is
derived from their aboriginal sov-
erei gnty, not from the federal gov-
ernment.”

The second prmmple of fed-
eral Indian law defined by Barlow
is federal power and obligations.

Through treatics and agreements

with tribes and through special

legislation, the federal government,

has established a unique legal rela-
“tionship with the 1ribes.

. One pan of the federal role,
Barlow described is “10 preempt
the exercise of slate power over
much of the arca. Another func-
tion is to carry out special obliga-
tions toward the tribes and their
members.”

Barlow cited Amcle Il of the
Norihwest Ordinance of 1787 as
an carly declaration of the fedesal
policy of good faith dealings with

Indian Trbes and as an articula- -

tion of their intent to protect tribal
property. The Article declared:
The utmost good faith shall

v

A new electrofishing boat ready for work during the fall assessment process was purchased through
(See Joint action, page 24 ) i‘unds made available for the joint fishery assessment work.

Representatwes from cnoperatmg agencies present attheceremony were, fromtheleft: John Plenke,
WDNR, Spooner; Doug Morrissette, Office of Tribal Cooperative Management, DNR; Don Bilyeu,
U.S. Forest Service, Park Falls; Dave Evenson, WDNR, Cumberland; Jim Schlender, GLIFWC

executive administrator; Ron Parisien, GLIFWC biological techmcuaw Fred Ackley, Mole
‘Tribal Judge; Tom Matthlae, wildlife blologtst Nlcolet National Forest, Laona District; and
Dawd GLIFWC wildlife biologist. _

Lake
Peter

Forest Service; and Bill Thornley, Spooner Advocate.

abways be observed toward the In-
dians; their lands and property
shall never be taken from them
without their consent; and their
property, rights and liberty shall
never be invaded or disturbed,
unless in just and lawful wars au-
thorized by Congress; but laws
Sfounded in justice and humanity
shall from time to time, be made,
Jor preventing wrongs being done
to them, and for preserving peace
and friendship with them."”

The third principle of federal
Indian law regards rescerved rights,

" according to Barlow. “So long as

Indian rights are not voluntarily
ceded by the iribes in treatics orin
other negotiations which arc ap-
proved by Congress, or they are
notextinguished by Congress, they
continue in their aboriginal state,
he said.

Federal law views important
rights that have not been specifi-
cally ceded to be reserved. When
cessions are made or rights cxtin—

guished, they are to be comlrucd
narmowly, soasto affectonly things
specifically mentioned.

Treaties ‘and agrcements are
aiso read to fulfill promises as In-
dians would have understood them.

- Barlow noted that “the rights
of Indias arc often erroncously re-
ferred to as privileges. The courts,
through their decisions, have not
provided ‘supcrior’ rights 1o the
treaty Indians; (hey have merely
reaffirmed that these treaty rights
were originally theirs and were not
extinguished by the treaties.”

Barlow concluded histalk not-
ing that from the federal perspec-
tive, the current staius is “bolh
challenging and dyhamic.... The
challenge arises because the legal,
economic, and political circum-

™ stances still get combative, The

dynamism occurs because power
and influence shirt. Either condi-
Lion yields hope and aresponsibil-
ityto manage lhcdcvclopmcnl and
change.”

“Sovereignty

ally launched a cooperatwe wild rice re- Llslemng to the words spoken at there-seeding ceremany are, from the left: Peter David, GLIFWC
GLIFWC executive director, and Fred wildlife biologist; Dave Evenson, WDNR Cumberland; Doug Marrissette, Office of Tribal Coopera-
(wildrice) tive Management, DNR; Tom Matthiae, wildlife bmloglst Nicolet National Forest; Don Bilyeu, U.S .

1

(('Oﬂnuedf’; o8 ﬁ:c%we offers of

moncy and tcchmcal assistance
from corporations in exchange for

- allowing them to dump hazardous

waste or chemicals on their reser- -
valions, he said, because the cor-
porations believe that environ-
mental protectionlawsdon’ tapply.
there.

*Tribes reeognize a need to
develop cconomic and business
progress but they want to do it
within a context of environmental
prescrvation and safety,” Bichler -
said. So hmmessesthatcomcalong

“-with offers of money and assis- -

tance but with little respect for the
environment are often rejected by -

‘tribes, he said.

Infact,if thetribe doesn’thave
its own environmental protection
codesin place, then EPA standards
would apply, according to Dodge.
If it came to choosing between -

EPA codes and tribal codes, then

the most stringent environmental
laws of the two would apply. he .

said.
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-+ By James Zorn : g

. GLIFWC Intergovernmental
Affairs : B

" ONAMIA, MN—The Mille

_  .‘ " Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians
- and a number of its members have

~ filed a lawsuit against the State of
Minnesota and the Minnesota De-

. . partment of Natural Resources

sceking to affirm the Tribe’s off-
reservation usufructuary rights re-
- served in the Treaty of 1837, The

. - Tribe’scomplaint, filed on August.
- 14, 1990, in a Minneapolis Federal

Court, szeks a declaration that the

- tribal rights to hunt, fish and gather

continue 10 exist and asks the

. Court 10 enjoin enforcement of

By Rick Romell
- . Sentinel Staff Writer

" " The director of a treaty rights

.. Support group is calling for inves-

tigationofreporisthatanon-Indian, -

dressed as an Indian served “buf-

. falo burgers” to guests at a Wis-
consin Counties Association re-

ception. L
- The incident allegedly oc-
curred during a Sept. 17 reception
atthe Milwaukee Public Museum,

 said Sharon Meiz, director of the

- group Honor Our Neighbors™ Ori-
gins and Rights. The reception

-+ concludedthe association’s annual

.- convention, :
Milwaukee County operaies
* themuseum and is amemberofthe

- association.

Inaletterto County Executive
David F. Schulz this week Meiz
* called theincident*'racistbehavior”
and asked Schuiz to investigate,
- (Metz's letter is reprinted at-the
end of this article.) S
- Thecostumed foodserverwore

.- fake headdress, beads and other -

* simulated Indian attire, she wrote.
‘*This stereotype portrayal or

. " Native Americans is uncalled for

- under any circumstance,”
- letter said. : )
© “The fact that the event was

Me!z's

s held on public county property and

. possibly funded by county dollars
. makes it €ven more onerous.

Schu&xsaid he had received

the letter b

‘tail. This week Schulz has been
- wrapping up his 1991 budget pro-

c t had not yet had a-
- chance to study the matter in de-

Minnesota laws allegedly infring-
ing on the rights. -

. The Mille Lacs lawsuit is
similar to the VQigt case which is
pending in a Wisconsin Federal
Court. In the Yoigt case, six
Chippewa Tribes located in Wis-
consin have successfully obtained
federal court affirmation - of off-
reservation ireaty rights in the
portionsofthe 1837and 1842 ceded
territories located in Wisconsin.
The Mille Lacs complaint seeks

rclief from Minnesota staté regu- -

lations in the portion of the 1837

“ceded territory located in _Mi_nne—

sota. _
Accordingto Don Wedl,; Mille
Lacs Commissioner of Natural

posal, which went to the County
Board Thursday. _ ’

- He said the county had sup-
ported the convention financially,
bat that he didn’t know whether

any county money went for the.

reception. That guestion would be
addressed in any investigation,
Schulz said.

- Metzdid not attend the secep-
tion. Her objections are based ¢n
accounts fromn wimesses.

If those accounts are accurate,
she said, the counties association
should apologize publicly to
American Indians living in Mil-
waukee County.

The association’s cxecutive
director, Mark M. Rogacki, could
not be reached for comment. Its
‘assistant director, Darla M. Hium,
declined to discuss the:matter. -

The association has been at-

odds with some Indians and their

supporters, who believe the group.

is working to take away rightsthey
retained under treaties ceding their
land to the United States."

- Chippewa Indians exercising
their spearfishing and other treaty
rights in northern Wisconsin have
met with noisy, sometimes violent
protests by non-Indians since the
mid-1980s.

The association sponsored a
controversial conference in Salt
Lake City in January, seeking to
forge anationwide lobbying effort
to get Congress to resolve treaty
rights disputes. Indian protesters
disrupted the event, saying they
had been excluded because of their
race. -

| Treaty suit filed in MN

Resources, the Tribe has graritcd a
90-day extension to the State of

- Minnesota for filing an answer 1o

the Tribe's complaint. It is not
known at this time how the Statc
will respond to the Tribe’s allega-
tions and requests for relicf.

However, the Tribe’s com-
plaint alleges that the State of Min-
nesota and its agents disregard the
decisions rendered in the Voipgt
case and “continue to assert the
right 10 control, regulatc and li-
cense the exercise by [tribal]
members of hunting, fishing and
gathering activities despite the
Treaty of 1837."

No activity is anticipated in

the case until the State files its

response to the Tribe's complaint.

- 'Treaty backers asking county .

~ to investigate museum party

. The Dane County Board with-
drew from the association in Feb-
ruary, largely because of its roldin
the Salt Lake City conference. -

(Reprinted front the, Mitwau-
kee Sentinel.)

Metz responds to Schulz
Dear County Executive Schu'z;

As the Executive Director of -
HONOR (Honor Qur Neighbors -

QOriginsand Rights), | want tobring
to your attention a seripus matter
involving racist behavior perhaps

‘partially funded by Milwaukee

County, but certainly taking place
in.a County facility. With this
letter I request a full investigation
into the matter and {if the findings
confirm what wimesses have re-
ported), a public apology to the
Native Americans in Milwaukee
County. - o

On September 17th, at the
Milwaukee County Museum, the
Wisconsin: Counties Association

. (WCA) held a reception for ils

members and guests, as part of the
Wisconsin Counties Association
annual mecting and convention.
Since the WCA is funded by dues
from member counties, Milwau-
keebeing the largest, I am presum-
ing the reception was paid for with
revenue from these dues. Whether
thatis the case ornot, the event was
held at a County facility. During
the reception a non-Indian person
was dressed up in a fake Indian
headdress, beads, and attire, serv-
ing “Buffalo Burgers” to the con-

ference attendees. According to

- WCA moves alarm

By Scott Kerr -
_Free-lance Writer

~ Indian Icaders and ﬁeaty sup-

" . porters say they are alarmed and

- disgusted by Wisconsin Counties

. Association (WCA) efforts aimed

- at pressuring Congress in 10

. changing federal Indian policy.

! A growing number of county
board members from across the
" state now also question if public

. funds should be used by WCA in

its campaign to “modernize” the

- treaties. - :

~ “Modemization” is just an-
other term for abrogation, and the
means to resolve treaty rights

. questionsalready exists, say Indian
" leaders, :

. Further, WCA critics charge
the group has joined forces with

. anti-Indian groups whose aim ac-’

tions are laced with racism.
Indians and supporters pro-
tested with these complaints late
September at the WCA annual
convention in Milwaukee, which
was attended by about 900 officials

. from 71 Wisconsin counties.
~ Treaty supporters picketed at

' _the Marc Plaza Hotel as officials

- registered for the convention. In
television news coverage of the
protest, WCA executive direclor

Mark Rogacki denied the counties .

arc anti-treaty and called the pro-

© testers “misinformed.”

~ But the next night, 6 treaty
supporters were forced toleave the
- WCA event at tie Milwaukee
~ Public Museum when Rogacki
objected to their handing out leaf-

- lets to county officials. The leaf-

lets contained information based

~ on WCA minutes supporting the
" charges. : o

Insisting the treaty supporters

~ must leave the public museum

e

lobby, Rogacki's temper flared.
*“You have no right, no right at atl

- to be here!” Rogacki yelled. He

then spewed a stream of obsceni-

“ties at leafleteer Rick Whaley.

Whaley, of Milwaukee, known
for work with Midwest Treaty
Network and Witness for Nen-
Violence, told Rogacki not only
had he bought aticket to the event,
important principles were at
stake, ' _ o

“Take all of your principles
and piss-off,” Rogacki loudly re-
sponded. _

According to copies of WCA
minutes from a June 15-16 meet-
ingin Washington, DC S/SPAWN
{Steelhead Salmon Protective Al-
liance and Wildlife Network), a
Washington State anti-Indian
group, hasvoted tochangeitsname

c e i i e mm e A _mam

PFLL

Mark Rogacki, Wisconsin Counties Association executive director.

to National Coalition on Federal
IndianPolicy,the same name WCA
has used since last year to promote
its Indian policy efforts. '

The minutes also show S/
SPAWN and WCA delegates at - -

themeeting agreed to work together
in the future on “concemns of mu-
tual interest.”

*“This is a shameful alliance.

Non-Indians as well as Indians-

should be outraged that Wisconsin
counties funds and namesinvolved
in these efforts,” said Dave Deno-
mie, of Milwaukee, a Bad River
tribal member who organized the
WCA Milwaukee convention pro-
tests.

Rogacki refused to comment
on WCA's relationship to S/
SPAWN, the Washingion, D.C.
WCA minutes, or allegations of
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Dear Editor:

small towns.

County residents.

viewing.

~-his clothes, .

stereotyping and racism!

Thisisanopenletter to the M
Board, and concerned folks of the Milwaukee arca.
As a county board member I attended the recent

Downtown Milwaukee has it all: MECCA, shopping, decent : (:
famous museum. Itis the latter that has prompted this letter. If  had not attended the WCA co
wide event held at the Milwaukee museum, I would haveleft the city of Milwaukee with
and looked forward to retuming. However, |
outrageous insensitivity allowed by the po

As an “cvenl” the museum openc
- typical party. Oncachofthe floors food w

A grand evening until one reached the secon

. WCA and Milwaukee County officials will likely j _ LY
However, the museum folks don't get off that easily—they know better! 'Ho
- withhold their dollars or at least demand & public apology and review: of the: muse
‘procedures. At presentthey are damned insensitive to Native A;

Letter to the Edi

ilwaukee County Museum Boardof D‘itectors.-ﬂl:l?zl:\?l'ilwaukegf(:p ' ity

confrontation ended with the treaty support folks leaving after :_l_hé"l__losts'__r'_lfl;i_ﬂg sure the w

Frank K. Koehn.
Lake Superior Greens -

Wisconsin .:Countics ‘Association (WCA).
Convention held in Milwaukee and for the most part was impressed with the __counesg thatwasextended -
tome. Milwaukee knows how to meet and greet visitors with a friendliness Tthoug

hotel accommodations; and a+

did attend the museum event and was not prepared f
licics of the museum board apd- paid for by M]_l__v.«_aukqg;

d its doors to convention participanis for what I'm told:was:a:
as served representing the time orplace of the nearby exhibit
It Looked like it was to be 2 grand evening (unless one considered the whole bash an example
conspicuous consumption paid for at the expensc of the most needy) of entertainment an'd-eg__h]

d floor. Right in: front of . the Native ‘Americs
panorama was a supply of buffalo meat sandwiches being served up.-by a waiter-dressed in fake
buckskins and a funky black wig. What an outrage! What an-insult! Especially inli
absurd policy that has defined Chippewa Treatics as the number one thieg

* Northern Wisconsin. Even the party hosts recognized their poor taste when th
members of the Midwest Treaty Support Network who had been invited to joinin

he number one threat to thi

ustify their insensitivit

mericans and evéryoneelsew

3

15

ght o

Sharen Metz, HONOR executive Dirctor;.

reports from those attending, this
went on for well over an hour—

treaty

racism. . :
*S/SPAWN is the Ku Klux

- Klan of Indian country,” charges
Steve Robinson of the Northwest
Indian Fisheries Commission in
Olympia, Washington. “They're

just an anti-Indian group like STA .

_that tries to build careers by fan-
- ning the flames of racism.”

A spokeswoman for S/
SPAWN refused tocommenton S/
SPAWN’srelationship to WCA or
Robinson’s accusation. '

Rogacki has recently denied

. that the group hopes to change

Indian treaties. But WCA minutes -

and memoranda clearly staic the

' goal is “to organize a national

coalition of state associations for
the purpose of modemizing Indian
trcaties and/or resolving outstand-

ing treaty problems."”

Wisconsin anti-Indian
groups also linked to WCA

WCA Washingion D.C. min-
uics show William H. Covoy, of
Montana joined 11 Wisconsin
county officials and Barbara

Lindsay of Washington’s §/
SPAWN as a participant in the
conference, o
“Covey is the president of the
force behind CER A (Citizens Equal
~ Rights Alliance), and CERA is at
the cutting edgeof anti-Indian work
acrossthe country,” Denomiesaid.
_ CERA literatre shows Wis-
consin anti-Indian leaders on its
advisory board.

- Dean Cristof STA Inc., Chuck
Albom of STA/Wisconsin, and
Larry Petersonof PARR, are CERA
advisors. Neil B. Crist, of Utah
{brother of Dean Crist) sils on
CERA'’s cxecutive board. -

- Sodoesthencwlcaderof ACE
-(All Citizens Equal), formerly
headed by Covey’s wife Gene,now

and only was halted when several
guests complained. The guests

were subsequently invited toleave
and their money was refanded,

It is the position bf HONOR
that this stereotype portrayat of
Native Americans j :

i . 'The fact

under any circumstance
that the event was held on public

. county property, and possibly -

funded by county dollars, makesit
evenmore onerous. While similar

- events in Wauwatosa, conceming

members of the police department -
andtheiractivitiespanning African
Americans, were covered in the
press, we have seen nothin'g inthe
Milwaukee media about this inci-
dent, ' .

I am prompted to write to you
because youhave repeatedlystated
your concem for justice for people
of color in this cornmunity. 1hope

.that you,will initiate an inyestiga- -
tioninto thisincident. Inanyevent, :

I-trust you will respond, to this
letter, letting me, and the hembers
of HONOR, know of your inten-
tions. Thank you for your prompt
attention. '
Sincerely, ' C
Sharon Metz, Director

>
~4

supporters

alsoonthe CERA executive board.
“ACE is attempting todip into

the large reservoir of anti-Indian

racism,” according to THE
MONITOR, published by hate-
group watchers at the Center for
Democratic Renewal in Atlanta,
“A group of Indians and non-

Indians has organized the Flathead .

Reservation Human Rights Group
based in Ronan (Montana) 1o pro-
mote cultural diversity and posi-
live community relations. The
Human Rights group has been be-
deviled, however, by hard-core
racists disrupting their public
meelings. On Sept. 23 and again
on Qct. 23 (1989) far-right activ-
istsdistribuled racist and anti-Jew-
ish materials at public meetings in
Renan. ACE leader Gene Covey
showed up at the Cctober meet-
ing,” THE MONITOR reported.
“Why are the Wisconsihgcoun-
tics kecping company with people
like this?” asked Bayfield County
Supervisor Frank Koehn.
Rogacki has steadfastly re-
fused toanswerthequestion. Since
the start of WCA's National Coali-
tionon Federal IndianPolicy work,
Rogacki hasinsisted local frictions
over treaty rights can not be re-
solved with the tribes at the statcor
county level. “We need a national
policy on this,” Rogacki has said
repeatedly. . :
*“Treatics are solemn promises.
I'mail fora new national policy on
keeping promiscs,” said Walt Bre-
sette, a prominent- Red Cliff
Chippewa treaty rights supporter.
James Schlender, GLIFWC

“executive adminiswrator said the

State-County-Tribal Committee
was cstablished 4 years ago spe-
cifically 1o improve county-tribal
relations. 1t was funded by WCA
and the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal

Coungcil, _ '
Before WCA held its first coa-
lition meeting last January in Salt
Lake City, Schlender termed the
counties plans “‘a betrayal.”

1 thought we'd established a
better relationship with the coun-
ties,” Schlender said. o

Indians and some reporters
were barred from the Salt Lake
City meeting, which was de-.
nounced by Utah's Govemor.
Several county delegates walked
out of the meeting, and several
Wisconsin counties threatened to
pull out of WCA, Dane County -
did, saying the conference was the
last straw.

Now, Milwaukee County
board members are being askedto
question their membership in
WCA. A repont of a non-Indian
costumed as an Indian serving
“buffalo-burgers” to county offi-
cials at the WCA Milwaukee con-
vention has sparked demands for
an investigation by treaty suppost-
ers.

10Milwaukeestate [egislators,

citing the WCA Salt Lake City

affair, demanded Milwaukee
County pull out of WCA over their
“'continuing despicable actions to-
ward people of color.”

“We are amazed that there is
still, after years of court rulings in
this nation, a group of people who
insist on continuing repugnant ac-
tions against minorities,” said a
letter to the board signed by one
senator and 9 representatives.

Rogacki called the letter “in-
flammatory,” and said of the 10
legislators, “these people are un-
informed.”

(Scott Kerr is a Milwaukee-
based free-lance writer who cov-
erstreaty rights issues several area
newspapers.)
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GLIFWC and Keweenaw Bay
(KB) biological staff jointly per-
formed juvenile whitefish as well
- as adult lake trout and whitefish
tagging assessments in Lake Su-
perior wateis - surrounding the
- Keweenaw Bay Reservation this

- summer. Fishery assessments are
* scheduled to resume this fall on
_ lake tront and whitefish

Scientific estimations of fish
populauons in Lake Supenor pro-
vide the tribes both withthe ability

- to determine quotas and project
- lishabundance forthe yearsahead,
" according to Mark Ebener, Great
- Lakes fish biologist, GLIFWC. .

Ebener was joined by Mike
" Donofrio, Keweenaw Bay biolo-
gist, Mike Plucinski, GLIFWC
biological technician; and Evelyn

Smith, Keweenaw Bay Natural .

Resources Technician during the
assessment process,

.. About one week was devoted
to juvenile whitefish assessmens.

Staff used 2000 of assessment net
withmesh varying from 2"- 3 1/2"

in order to target the juvenile fish. .
Ebener explained that besides -

abundance, juvenile fish studies

helpbiologists examine the effects

.of various elements on the fish.
Environmental conditions,
such as water lemperature, sip-

-nificantly influence a fishery, he
.noted, Awareness of those condi-

tions assists biological staff in es-
timating the upcoming populations
in the fishery.

Four weeks was spent on the
adult lake trout and whitefish as-
sessments. Adult fishare captured,
tagged and refeased. Information
such as weight, lengih and scale

.samples are also

- Inaddition to assessment net-
ting, GLIFWC!and KB staff take
samples from ftmlbal fishermen’s
caiches. Plucinski spends several
weeks each month taking catch

assessments from the tribal catches -
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[ribes assess whitefish, lake trou
0pulatzons in

ake Superior

in Mlch:gan and Smith regularly
samples Keweenaw Bay catches. -
‘These studies, again help es-
tablish population estimaltes for
guota determinations, and also
provide scientists with data nec-
essary 1o determine the impact of
removal and characteristics of the

fish population.
In addition to lake trout and
whitefish, GLIFWC and

Keweenaw Bay biologisis are
working with a researcher from
Michigan Technical College in a
sturgeon study. Ebencr explains
'thatslurgeonspa\vlm inthe Stur-
geon River migrate into the KB.
The study is aimed at providing a -
population estimate. _

The Michigan waters of Lake
Superior are fished by tribal treaty
fishermen from Keweenaw Bay,
Red CIiff and Bad River Reserva-
tions. Keweenaw Bay permils four
big boat commeycial fishmg mgs
and 14 small

Harassment of tribal
d commercial ﬁshermen '

A contmumg saga

* Vandalism of tribal gill-nets
and cven tribal fishing boats has
been a problem for years, As Jim
Emery, Sr., Keweenaw Bay fish-
ermen, slated several nets are
vandalized annually, usually inthe
spring, But this spring incidents of

" vandalism were on the increase.

‘Bad River Biologist responds to accusations
Challenges WDNR Board to separate fact and fiction

- -Presentation by Yoe Dan Rose,
Bad River manager, to the Wis-
consin Depariment of Natural Re-
spurces Board.

.. I am here in direct response to
anumber of broad inferences and
accusations unilaterally directed
towards the tribal component of a
shared fishery resource. These
accusations and inferences have

‘been circulated at both the local ad

statewide level by sensationalized

" print media coverage of the un-
_ -substantiated claimsoffered toyon

by the previous speaker.
Before addressing these accu-

-sézions as they appeared in the
- Sunday, June 24 edition of the

Milwaukee Journal, (Reprinted to
theright) T'would like tothank Mr.
Doug Morrissette for securing a
timeslotontoday'sagendain which
Bad River can address these pre-
viously mentioned accusations.
~Furthermore and from the stand-
point of fairness, I am requesting
. that in the future, whenever the
Board discussesorhearstestimony
regarding tribal harvest, manage-
ment, and/or enforcement activi-
- ties, that tribal representation will

-+ be invited 10 comment on the se-
~ lected topic of consideration.

From the standpoint of timing

. and chronological appropriatencss,

Wilfred Peterson, Red Cliff
fishermen, had 12 nets cut and
ruined. Ashe stated, “They’re af-
ter me. They're after the Indian.”

Peterson believes the vandals
are sport fishermen and a group of
anti- treaty rights activists,

. Even though the problem is

itisextremely unfortunate that the

political fallout created by these

accusations will probably impede

_the progress or perhaps even

Jjeopardize the review and ratifica-

tion process by which State and

Tribal Governments will act upon
revised TAC and quota recom-
mendations which have already
been developed by a technical
working group collectively com-

prised of State, Fedelal and Tribal

Biologists.
- As with any elected govern-
mental unit, mbalgovenunemsare
nsible for their respeclive
tribal constituencies. In consider-

_ation of past State/T'ribal relations,

tribal members are cautiously op-
timistic about entering into a new
era of cooperation between gov-

emments, resource management

agencies and user groups. The
trast and respect whichis presently
being encouraged by all parties is
seriously undermined by the con-
tinued acknowledgment and vali-
dation of hearsay, be it by media,
management agencies, or govern-
ments.

- If the "Wisconsin Way" is in-
decd cooperation and goodwill

‘between neighbors, irresponsible

andincorrect claimssuchas "Tribal
Fishermen are Taking Everything”
must be publicly denounced, False

.to tribal fishermen and, perhaps,

" those nets are cxtrf:mely difficnlt

-Riverand Red Cliff Bands of Lake
Superior Chippewa should be

_cally pressured DNR employees

. Sportsmen who tamper with tribal

; shing mdustry onthe lake-—w
ced'-stocks_ of lakc tmut As: far as salmon ane conccm

mmme, it’s frustrating and costly
worse, it is costly to the resource,
Cut nets drift freely and continue
to catch fish as they sink to the
bottom of the lake. Once down

to retrieve.

claims of overharvest by the Bad

openly questioned by all parties as
totheirvalidity. Keepin mind that
these claims do not come from
DNR Enforcement or Biological
Personnel.

Unverifiable and presumptu-
ous claims such as those which
were identify recently found lost
gill nets loaded with dead, spoiled
and wasted fishasbeing "Discarded
IndianGill Nets” mustbe dismissed
as nothing more than racially mo-
tivated attempts to discredit tribal
fishermen. Itdoesnottake agenius
toreoogmzzlhefactmawwnershlp
oftheselostand/or abandoned nets
cannot be verified or traced 1o a
particular ethnic group. :
Doomsday prophecies and
accompanying rhetoric by politi-

\,U‘ i,

F:shrrm

should not be continued to displace
realistic and appropriate descrip-
tions of shared resource manage-
ment chalienges.

The continued disruption of
tribal commeicial and home-use
fishing activity by "well meaning”

fishing gear continues to be an e ﬁ". T

unaddressed problem, particularly

L

when markerbuoys arecutorwhen Evelyn Smith, Keweenaw Bay Natural Resources Technician winds in a net as the b_ioldgists extract -

( ee Bad River, page 21} thefish.
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Perspectzves on the M ohawk Crisis

Demonstmtwn
of solidarity:

A traffic-

“Civilized human beings ev-
erywhere have a duty to protest
. injustice and oppressionwherever
it exists, whether it be in the Per-
- stanGulf,South Africa, the United
 States or Canada.” Oneida
Statement on Mohawk Canada
Dispute |

The bxidge spans the Pigeon
‘River, the dividing line between
- the U.S. and Canada. Mid-bridge

a small line is the border demarca-
- tion. At that point brothers and
" sisters from beth sides of the bor-
" derjoined this fallin support of the
besieged people of the Mohawk

- Nation and in a stand against op-

premon
- Though the physncal circum-
stances of the Mohawks have
changed since that day of protest,
the problems which relate to un-
settled land claims, the rights of
self-determination and oppression
of aminority remain to be settled.
. Saturday, Sept. 22nd dawned
with an unusually bitter fall wind,
but that did not daunt those who

~ came from hundreds of miles up

- thenorthemhighways, throughithe
- Grand Portage Reservation, to
- present afirm message that neither

Indianpeople, noranypeople,need -

. tosuccumb to aggression.
Coming from the U.S. side,
about 2 hundred strong filled the:

 two-lane bridge and headed to-

* wards the center. . Flags waved
proudly and an Indian Drum seta
. ¢lear beat and meaning for the
- marchers. Apeaceful determina-
tion to demand justice -accompa-
‘nied the demonstrators as-they
steadllypmgmssedtomecehterof
the bridge.
- Across the bndge. from the
Canadian side, another 40 headed
towards the middle, a Canadian

-stopper

flag bearing the emblazoned im-

age of a Mohawk fluttered crisply

inthe fall wind. They, too, carried
their Drum and proceeded reso-
lutely towards the center.

At the bridge's center the
convergence of the two groups
told the story. It was a strong
union—warm, filled with purpose
and shared struggle. They came
from two sides of a bridge, two
countries, from many tribal nations

-in order to stand firmly and reso-

lutely with brothers, members of
the Mohawk Nation, a thousand
miles away who continue to be

‘under occupation by Canadian

military forces.
VemonBellecourt, spokesman
forthe AmericanIndian Movement
(AIM)pointedout that the Mohawk
currently stand as a symbol for
othersintheir'struggle fornational

liberation and againstcolonialism.”

Similar struggles, he indicated,
were being fought worldwide and
elsewhere in the U.S. and Canada
by indigenous peoples and mi-
norities.

Bellecourt also noted that the
boundaries, such as the line on the
Pigeon River Bridge, which sepa-
rate people are only imaginary.

One purpose of the demon-

stration was to stop trafficoverthe

Pigeon River bridge, much as the
Mohawk had suspendedtrafficover
the MercierBridge. The Mohawk
action last July protested the 55
acre expansion of a golf course
onto a sacred burial ground. -
Stopping traffic usually draws
ple’s attention, and so it did on

~Sept. 22nd on the Pigeon River

Bridge when supporters of the
Mohawk delayed traffic from noon

to3pm

About two hundred velucles

came to a halt that afternoon and

T

Supporters for the Mohawks from Canada-and lhe U S. met in solidarity at the center of the Pigeon Rwer Bndge, the center of which
marks the U.S.-Canadian border.

Occupants were given an opportu-
nity to think about the situation
currently ongoing between the
Mohawk Nation and the Canadian
and Quebec Provincial govem-
ments. They were also given an
opportunity to think about the acts
ofoppressionand injusticedirected
towands minorities in their own
homelands as well as abroad

. 'While the proposed take-over
of the burial grounds for a golf
course may have precipitated the
Mohawks’ barricade of the Mer-
cier Bridge and the subsequent ag-
gressive actions from the Cana-
dian government, a history of op-
pression and unrecognized land
claims provides the background to
Mohawk frustration and determi-

' Eagle staff s and pipes were part of the ceremomes held on the bridge.

Quebec standoff ends in brawl

‘between Mohawks, soldiers

o Oka, Quebeo-—AP—.-—An 11-
- week standoff over Mohawk fribal
- lands and sovereignty ended in a
- . brawl as warriors put down their
* ‘weapons and then resisted soldiers
whotried to arrest them as they Jeft

a detoxification center. :
= About400 Mohawksliving on
' . a nearby reservation watched
- Wednesday night’s clash on tele-

vision and then grabbed baseball

. bats,lead pipes and rocks 1o attack
troops guardmg abridge that links
their community with Montreal.
. A soldier suffered facial inju-
o nesmmeMelmeandgemcldent,
. which ended after soldiers tumed

| nﬂesonﬂlcprotesmrs.ﬂueatemng

to shoot.
Only minor injuries were re-

- " ported in the earlier braw! at Oka,

' whlchbegan aﬁzrsomeofmemore

than SO militanis who had been
holed up for amonth at adrug and
alcohol treatment center tried to
push past troops.

‘The warriors at the Indian
seitlement 18 miles west of Mon-
trealhad agreed toend the standoff
peacefully but after leaving the
centermany tried toevade soldiers
and pass through barbed-w:re
barricades.

charges and a seventh forobstruct-
ing officers. Three warriors were
arrested and placed in provincial
police custody.

At least 50 Mohawks were in
army custody late Wednesday and
some could face charges later in
connection withaprolonged power
struggle that amounted to a series
-of sporadic clashes.

The standoff began July 11

" whenpolice tried tostorm an Indian

Warnor_s Seized

Brawls broke out when sol-
diers, some with fixed bayonets,
seized warriors and the women and
children accompanying them.
SomcMohawkshadsmallchildren
in their amms and were knocked to
the ground, witnesses said..

Police arrested six Mohawks
outside army lines on unspecified

barricade outside Oka and a Que-
bec provincial police officer was
killed. Blame hasnotbeen fixedin
the officer’s death.

{Reprinted with permission
from the Associated Press.)

=

‘nation, i

Chris Nissan, representative of
the Afrikaner Student Culture
Center, found the situations of
Kuwait and the Mohawks as
analogous. **We cannot stand by
and let oppression rule,” he stated.

‘An attempt by a Minngsota
State Patrol to open the barricade

on the Pigeon River Bridge by

driving his squad car through the
crowd served to heighteri tension,
but failed to break the barricade.
An Indian demonstrator jumped

on top of car and asked the patrol

manifhe intended to “run overhis
brother ”

- Threats ofusmgawatcrtanker
to disperse the human roadblock
on the bridge also failed.

*OnJuly 10the MayorofOka.
Quebec asked that a conrt injunc-
tionbeserved ordering the removal
ofbarricades nearthe Kanaesatake
Reservation so a forest could be
cleared, allowing for the expan-
sion of a nine hole golf course on
asacred burial ground. The Kane-
satake reserve had protested the
expansion by blocking a road 1o
keep developers out.

«July 11 Quebec Provincial
Police opened fire on the. village
Kanesatake at Oka in an ill-ad-
visedattempttobreak the barricade
and serve the injunction. The
Mchawks defended their position
with orders to shoot over head.
One provincial police was killed
with no identification of who may
have shot the officer.

*A neighboring reserve, the
Kahnawake Reservation, barri-
caded the Mercier Bridge in sym-
pathy.

+On July-14-15local residents

pmtestbndgcbamcade.bumcfﬁ -

gies of Mohawks, registering up-
setabout being controlled by afew
natives. A racist nature of dem-

- onstration was reported.

«The Canadian government
moved in with armed forces and
instituted negotiations. The gov-
ernment purchased the disputed

- land and gave it to the Mohawks.

However, the Mohawks continued
the bamricade. Unsatisfactory ne-
gotiations continued. The Mo-
hawk warriors were confined to
quarters in a detoxification center.

«On Aupust 27 Quebec Pre-
mier Robert Bourassa announced
intent to removed barricades and
registered dissatisfaction with ne-
gotiations.

«On September 18 Canadian

troops entered the Kahnawake

Reserve, a neighboring reserve to
the Kahnesatake Reservation ncar
Oka, to seize we¢apons. Mohawks
resisted the search and seizure op-
eraticn and soldiers retaliated, us-
ing tear gas to disperse the crowd.
82 people were reported hurt and
men, women and children jumped
into the St. Lawrence River to ¢s-
cape effects of the gas.

*On September 27 the stand-

Motorists with needs for
medication were allowed to pass,
but others just had to wait. As
Bellecourt put it: “If they are in-
convenicnced, they have inconve-
nienced us for ycars. They ought
to be able to stand a little inconve-
nience.”

Around 3 p.m. demonstrators
dispersed, some to the American

side, others to the Canadian, They ! .
-cally resisted rather than be in-

had succeeded in theirstand and in
presenting their message. There
was talk of doing it again, and
maybeagainand again—whatever
it takes to carry the message that
Indianpcople, minorities, women,
small nations will not, should not,
accept intimidation from larger
‘powers.

' “Theresponseofnativepeopte :
inthe U.S. and Canadahas beento
operate under the duress of these
demeaning government policies
and blatant institutional racism
while maintaining their own|hon-
oredtraditions. ... However,when
pushedto the wall by governments
with large powerful armies and
autocratic policies, native people,
such as the Mohawks, have physi-

timidated. Stll, thanks to these
oppressivegovernmentpoliciesthe
general population remaips igno-
rant of the reasons why native
peoplecling to their zradufons and
land rights.” —Oneida State-
ment on Mohawk/Canadian
Dispute

& What happened at Oka?

A youthful participant in the rolest carrieda: ngn referm to e

Town of Oka's intention to expand a golf course onto land thatisa
sacred barial grotind for the Mohawks.

off at Oka ended as wamors left .

the detoxification center without
amns, but resisted as soldiers at-
tempied to arrest them. About 50
Mohawks were taken into cus-
tody.

The meaning of the

Mohawk standoff

“Any outcome at Oka short of
a bloodbath will send a powerful
message to nalive people across
Canada whose grievances far out-
weighthosc of Kanesatgke,” stated
University of Torpnto historian
Desmond Morton, as quoted in the
August 20, 1990 Milwaukee Sen-
tinel.

‘As Morton indicates, the is-
suesunderlying the recent Mohawk
- stand-offin Quebec are fardeeper
than first appears on the surface.
The plet of land protected by the

Mohawks at Oka, Quebec fmm
development into a galf course
merely served as a symbol. At
issue is"a history of unanswered
land claims that affect Indian
communities across Canadaand a
govenunent reticent 1o recognize
tribal self-determination or their
claims.

In an anticle for “lns:ght." @
Canadian publication) Scpt. 10,
1990, writer Gayle Hanson, Mon-
treal, notes that “*as of March, 578
Indian land claims had been sub-
mitted for jurisdiction. Fewer
than half bave been resolved.
There are 278 claims in various
stages of review and another 98.
are being reassessed, under litiga-
tionorsuspended. Evenunderthe
best circumstances, claim resolu-
tions can take years, ...”

In an interview with Nauonal
Chief George Erasmus, Hanson

(See Standoff, page 7)

[ SR T =




s .

-

————————————

PAGE SEVEN MAS[NAIGAN o

'l..-I.I..lll.l.l.ll"‘.l-l.IIl.'l.."l'_'—-_l!l-l.lll-ll.-..I'IIII...llllllll.'l.l".l...lll_-lll.lll.l.l.'.ll..l-l-ll.

M OhaWks seek unity with environmentalists' to ﬁght pollution -

. By Mary Machuga and Bill
Welch, Sierra Club & Erie Co.
Envuronmenlal Coalition

Thisspring, violenceand chaos
. came to the 28,000-acre Mohawk
- tervitory of Akwesasne (along St.

- Lawrence River on the U.S.- .

Canada border). Mohawks fought
- over whether casino-style gam-

- bling shouldcontinue ontheirland.
. Pro-gambling forces and anti-

. gambling factions faced off, first

with threats, then highway block-
- ades of lhc casinos, and even
- physical battles, and buming of
" . houses, barricades and more than

"+ 20motorvehicles. The intra-tribal

- violence culminated in gunfire and
deathsof two young Mohawk men.

During this time, much of the

- population of 9000 Mohawks, in-
Cluding women and children, felt

- . terrorized.

Followmgtheshoolmgdealhs.
hundreds of Canadian Police and
New York State Police occupied

- ‘Akwesasne, and restored most of

the order. A strong contingent of
these police remain.

To outsiders, the violence
seems to be a civil war over dif-
fering economic values. But the
real story is that it is just a tragic
symptdm of an environmental cri-
sis. : _
To publicly clear up this mis-

“conception, Mohawk leaders of

Akwesasne representing the Band

-Council (Canadian), the Tribal .

Council (U.S.) and the traditional
Mohawk government met on May
20th, 1990, with environmental

.groups (including Great Lakes

United, Environmental Planning
Lobby, Citizens Environmental
Coalition, Siesra Club, and Clear-
water) at a NY DEC education
center near Albany, NY. They
announced that the gambling con-
troversy at AKkwesasne was not
reallythe causeofihe recent turmoil
and violence. Instead, it is the
violence to-the environment and
culture of Akwesasne that haslead

‘to gambling turmoil. The Akwe-

sasnelivelihood, food, lifestyleand

health are all threatened by pollu-
adjacent
industries,and habitat destruction
and pollution relating to seaway

tion from the

traffic.

- The bright spot in this strife is
that many Mohawks are secking
- unity through their shared concern

fortheenvironment. They think of
the Earth as the motherupon which
we, and all living things, are de-
-pendent. At Akwesasne, Mother
Earth has become sickened by
pollutants from adjacentindustries
such as General Motors, Reynolds
Metals Company, ALCOA,
Domtar, and other river and Great
PCBs
from General Motors, Reynolds
Metals and ALCOA have heavily
contaminated the St. Lawrence
Riverat Akwesasne, making much
ofthe fish, frogs, turtles and water-
fowl unfit for human consumption
by Canadian and U.S. standards.
‘This has greatly decreased the uti-
lization of fish and wildlife as food
by the Mohawks, and hundreds of
thousandsoffishand wildlifemeals

2 News blackout threatens'
Mohawk safety

Lakes pollution sources.

_ A monient of tension was created during the otherwise peaceful protest at Ihe border brldge when a
Minnesota State Patrol car attempted to break through the human barricade. One of the Mohawk

supportgroup Jumped onthe hood ofthe car and asked the patrolmanifhe lntended torun hisbrother

over. '

‘Statement of the Oneida
Trzbe on the Mohawk/

Smce July 11 1990, the Mo- -

- hawk seftlements of Kanesatake

" and Kahnawake have been under
_siege by Canadian and Quebec
. authorities.” These confrontations
- concermn land rights which the
- Mohawks have asserted for many

- “years. The responses of the vari- -
N - ous federal and provincial gov-
ernments has been to cynically

- disregard the land and self-gov-
eming rightsof Mohawks and other
.. Indians thropghout Canada. Even
| worse, the legal status of native
“people in Canada has been largely

- ignored.

» The Canadian Indlan Act uni-
 laterally prescribes the status of
native people in ways that are to-

N tally contradictory to traditional

- govemments. It relegates native

- people to less than second class
status, This Act and the govern-
ment policies of Canada have
* workedtodisenfranchiseitsnative

people, undermine the govem- -
,ments, culture and languages of
" the Mohawks and other native
‘peoples and generally attempt to
--assimilate the homogenize those

* people into replicas of European.

immigrants, The Canadianpolicies
. are not unlike those of the Umlcd
~ States,

, The response of native people
" inthe U.S. and Canadahas beento

o operate under the duress of these

: demeaning govemment pollc:es
and blatant institutional racism

** while maintaining their own hon-
- . ored traditions. Despite this and

et faced with the schizophrenic
. dominant culture and the policies
‘of its governments, Indians have

- served with distinction in all the

wars for democracy only to be
denied their native rights. How-
ever, when pushed to the wall by
governments with large powerful

. armies and autocratic policies, na-

_____

havephysncaﬂymnstedmtherlhan
be intimidated.. Still, thanks to

these oppressive government -
policies the 'general population -

remains ignorant of the reasons
‘why native people cling to their
traditions and land rights.

The present conflict between.

‘Mohawks and the separatist con-

tati f th i -
frontations of the Canadian gov- ooy i ation hasbeenlargely

instrumental in staying action by

emment is anexample of how non-
Indianissues are injected into long
standing claims of native people
when they assert their legitimate
rightstoland. The callous attempt
of a local golf course to expand.
onto sacred Kanesatake Mohawk
Iand on July 11, 1950, against the
opposition, thenprotestand finally
confrontation of Mohawk people
illustrates Mohawk determination
not to be intimidated by either the
unjust Canadian system or its
Amy..

. TheIndianpolicy of the United
-Statesinthe 1800’s wasto “sendin
the Cavalry.” Overthe years, these
policies have been. refined into
‘bureaucratic, legislative and Lti-
gationforums. Through Canadain
many ways is a modem nation, its
present policies toward native
people would appear to parallel
that of the United States 2 hundred
years ago, but withthe machines of
deadly modem warfare.

Neither Canada, the United
States- or any other -democratic

country can be allowed to use tac-

tics against native people similar
to those being presently utilized in
the Middle East. Nprshould these.
powerfulnations celebrate andlaud
the resistance of Balkans, Native
South Africans, or Chinese Stu-
dents yet use their own forces to
oppress and suppress the native
people in North America for doing
what repressed people throughout
the world are doing. The tacit

of Canada and Quebec to permit
the lawless harassment of the Mo-

“hawk people by their own non-

native citizens is intolerable and
must be stopped.
World attention to the present

Canadian Amed Forces. But the
display of tanks, artillery, fighter
aircraft and hundreds of armed
personnel is a blatant act of in-
timidation. Such shameless acisof
amodemdemocracy canbeneither

~denied nor ignored by truly civi- .
lized people.

Theissuesonthetablebetween
native peoples and democratic
govemments should poseno threar
to these powerful govemments.
Issues such as land rights and self-
government can only Iead the way
to human rights for all citizens.
The vulgar shameless displays of
power observed against the Mo-

hawk people at Kanesatake and -

Kahnawake, accomplishes noth-
mg. :

- Civilized human beings ev-
erywhere have a duty to protest
injustice and oppression wherever
it exists, whether it be the Persian
Gulf, South Africa, the United
States or Canada.

In the United States, President
Bush, the Congress and intema-
tional organizations must begin

now to focus attention on the Mo--
Jawk situation. The United States

must use all diplomatic means to

stopthereal dangerofunnecessary -

bloodshed of Mohawk people who
are refusing to give up their rights
to land, their own govemnment and

their own culture and language. .

{Reprinted with permission

B tive people, such asthe Mohawks, enoouragcmemofthe govemments fromthe OneidaTribe oﬂud:ans )

have been lost. The traditional
way of life and diet of the Mo-
hawks is being lost to pollution.
Inaddition, there once were 60
orso Mohawk familiesinvolvedin
commercial fishing on the St.
Lawrence River, but because of
toxicant levels in the fish, this in-
dustry is all but wiped out. The
hiring of Mohawks, as fishing
guides, has also declined as clients
seek less polluted waters. :
Airbome fluorides from Rey-
nolds Metals and ALCOA fell out
on Mohawk lands and poisoned
the cattle, and contaminated Mo-
hawk agriculture. Additional study

ofthe Reynolds Metals Company’s .

air pollution of Akwesasne is
needed—not only of fluorides, but
alsoto detemmine if otherchemical
threats are present in the dark
plumes that emanate from their
stacks. g :

Most sevious, at present, is the
past and present water and air pol-
lution from ALCOA, Reynolds
Metals Company, and General
Motors. The flow of PCBs from

On August 10th, the- Oneida
Nation held arally in support of the

B Kanesatake and Kahnawake Mo-
| hawks at Oka, near Montreal, who

have had food, water, medicine
and emergency services cut-off by

| the heavily armed Quebec Pro-

vincial police, The Mchawks are
objecting 1o the plans of the local
community of Oka to build con-

® dominiums and expand a golf

course onto Mohawk ancestral

v lands,

HONOR provided a presence

4 at the rally and has sent action
¢ alerts to most of the HONOR or-
" ganizations and chapters by now.

There has been a complete news
blackout ordered by the Canadian
govemnment. The Oneidas have
agreed to assist the Mohawks, who
are also part of the Iroquois con-
federacy, and also asked that indi-
viduals help with letters, prayers,
and contributions.

According to a communique

 sent August 13, "Information is

coming in from Chateauquay resi-
dents that the KKK-backed dem-

these plants 1o the St. Lawrence
River continues—especially from
Reynolds and ALCOA—and this
needs 10 be halied. If not, the
Mohawks will never again be able
1o freely and safely consume the
fish and wildlife of the St. Law-
rence River at Akwesasne.

At the May meeting was Bear
Clan Chief Tom Porter, a spiritual
leader, whoeloquently related how
when he learned of the poisons in
the fish of the river, he stopped
fishing. He did not wanthis family
and friends to eat such fish, and he
symbolically placed his net on the
bank of river to rot. He may leave
Akwesasne with other Mohawks if
he can find a suitable place to farm

‘and where the fish and wildlife are

safe for his people 1o eat on 2
regularbasis. Itishoped thatitwill

not be necessary for the chief and -

his followers to leave their ances-
tral home since the industrial pol-
lution can be largely stopped and
the rivercleaned of PCB and other
toxic “hot spots.

It 1sessenual thatenvmnmen—

1al organizations support the Mo-
hawks in seeing that the pollution .
oftheir watersisstopped. Notonly -
will the Mohawks be grateful, but’
50,100, will wildlifelike the Beluga -
whales who live downriver of ',
Akwesasne. Itisbelieved thatpart
ofthe healthproblemsofthe Beluga
whales are caused by PCBs and®
other toxics originating from the

Massenaareaindustries. Fish,such ©

as eels, come into the highly pol-
luted Akwesasne waters and ac-
quire toxics such as the PCBs.
Whenthey goback downriver, they
are eaten by the whales.

The long standing pollution of
the Mohawk waters of Akwesasne
by Massenaareaindustriesisablot -
on the reputation of the indusiries
and New York State. This pollu-
tion has disrupted the traditional
lifestyle of Mohawks, and has had

.much to do with their economic

and social stress. The time to e -
this disease is now! .
(Reprinted with permission

Jfrom Great Lakes United newslet- . -

ter, Summer 1990 edition.)

onstrators there are planning to in-
filtrate wooded areas around Kah-
nawake, from where they intend to
shoot some Quebec Provincial
Police, or RCMP or even military
personnel. Their goal is to provoke
violent confrontation with native
people by whatever means pos-
sible. According to sources, the
vast majority of surrounding resi-
dents are opposed to the racist be-
havior of non-Indians at the barri-
cades, but “you should be aware”
that the violence is being planned,
fueled and directed by asmall core
of people, especially from outside
the region. “‘We are becoming the
congregating point for violent
racists from everywhere in Que-
bec, Canada and e\gen fmm the
U S *,

A few off- duty pohce. andcx-
pohce officers have also been
identified among the more violent
racist activists. The Mohawk
people have confirmed their com-

mitment to continued self-disci-

pline, but they are concemed for
the safety of the outside police

ot

Representatives from the American Indian Movement {AIM), Wa-
Swa-Gon Treaty Assnciaﬁon, several tribes, Black and ‘'women's
movements joined in forming a roadblock:on the Pigeon River
Bridge. Above, Vernon Bellecourt, AIM, talksabout the purpose of

the roadblock.

KAHNAWAKE, Quebec—
AP—Indians brawled with Cana-
dian troops who were seizing
weapons at a Mohawk reservation,
and soldiers fired tear gas to dis-
perse the crowd. Atleast 82 people
were hurt, officials said.

Dozens of men, women and
children jumped into the cold St.
Lawrence River on Tuesday to
escape the stinging gas. -

Mohawks punched and kicked
soldiers, who- used rifle butis and
fists in the brawl after the Indians
intervened during the search-and-
seizureoperation atthe Kahnawake
reservation by the military and
Quebec provincial police.

It was one of the most violent
clashes since the Mohawk stand-
off began more than two months
.ago over plans by the city of Oka,
18 miles west of Montreal, to build

a golf course expansion on what
the Indians say is tribat land.

The federal government has
since bought the disputed land in
an attempt to settle the quarrel, but
some Mohawk activists have held
out for settlement of other griev-
ances, including demands for
greater sovereignty. :

Eighthelicoptersand about 100
troops took part in the raid on
Tekakwitha Istand.

Maj. Rusty Bassarab, amilitary
spokesman, said the raid netted
about 50 weapons, ranging from
shotguns and handguns to hunting
riflesand AK-47 assaultrifles. The
weapons, which were wrapped in
plastic, werc found under rocks in
the forest and were taken out by
helicopter.

But Moﬂawks struck back.
One soldier was dragged to the

ofﬁcers and m:l:tary ’
The Mohawk people wish no-
harm to Canadians, though the

same racist elements now threat- .

ening the $Q, RCMP and military, -
have regularly and violently vic--
timized Native people across
Canada.

According the the organizers -

of the rally, messages should em-
phasize thatthe Canadian Govemn-

ment negotiate a peaceful setile- - '

ment with the Mohawk on a na-.
tion-to-nation basis. That food,
water, clothing, and basic medical
supplies be afforded the Mohawk
communities; that there be a full
investigation of possible civil, hu- -
man, and constitutional rights -
violations by the local and Pro- -
vmc;al police. .
...Here are the addresses: Please
act today! '

The Rt Hon. Bl]an Mulmney -
Prime Minister 'of Canada

Ottawa, Ontario, KIA OA6 v

Bonnie Green, Director

. Office of Church & Society
United Church of Canada

- 85 St. Clair Avenue East
Quebec Qc ;

- Fax: 416-925-3394 -

-* Hon. John Ciaccia :
Minister of Indian Affairs
House of Commons :
875 Grande Alle _
4eme stage Toronto, - -
Ontario M4T IM8 e
Fax: 613-995-0101 '
(Reprinted with permission

from the HONOR Digest, Septem- .

ber 1990 eduion )

T << &4

Standoff continued
(continued from page 6) '
quotes him as saying: “There are

(Canadlan govemment) are deal-
ing with two a year. There are
perhaps asmany as 55 comprehen-

deal withsix at any giventime, and
thesecantakenptoZOyearsto N
resolve. The basic problem is the
federal government's policy of'
exungmshment and non-reco
tion.”

Soldiers, M ohawks clash ; 82 injured -

ground, punched, kickedand struck

repeatedly on the head with his |

own helmet. :
Bassarab said five to seven

soldiers were injured by the Mo- .

hawks. .
The soldiers fired several vol-
leys of submachine-gun fire into

- the airand then shot tear gas point-

blank into the crowd, forcing it

back. Dozens of people jumped - ’

inio the river to evade the fumes.

About 75 people, including
several children, were treated at
the nearby Kateri Memorial Hos-
pital for tear gas and released.

Dr. Louis Montour, medical
director of the hospital, said a 15-
year-old girl with a possible frac-

-tured hip and a 24-year old man

withapossible fracturedknee were
sentto Montreal General Hospital.
(See Soldiers, page 24)

60010 1,000small claims,andthey  ©

sive claims, of which they only . -
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M ohawks seek unity with envzronmentalzsts to fight pollutzon

B}' Mary Machuga and Bill
. Welch, Sierra Club & Erie Co.

o Envnromncnlal Coalition

L 'I‘hiss;n*ing,viblcn{:candchaos

- came 10 the 28,000-acre Mohawk’
.. lemitory of Akwesasne (alosig St.

- Lawrence River on the U.S.- -

_ Canada border). Mohawks fought
- over whether casino-style gam-

. blingshould continue ontheiriand.

. Pro-gambling forces and anti-
. gambling factions faccd off, first

- with threats, then highway block-

ades of the casinos, and cven
physical ‘battles, and buming of

" - houses, barricades and more than

. 2pmolorvch1c}cs The intra-tribal
violence culminated in gunfire and
deaths of two young Mohawk men.

During this time, much of the

.. population of 9000 Mohawks, in-
- cluding women and children, felt

terrorized.

C Followmgthcshooungdcalh&.
* hundreds of Canadian Policc and

~New York State Police occupied:
‘Akwesasne, and restored most of

lhc order. A strong contingent of
these police remain.

To outsiders, the violence
seems 10 be a civil war over dif-
fering cconomic values, But the
real story is that it is just a tragic
symplom of an cnvlmnmcnlal cri-
818,

To publlcly clear up this mis-
conceplion, Mohawk leaders of
Akwesasne mpres_cming the Band
Council (Canadian), the Tribal
Council (1).8.) and the traditional
Mohawk govemment met on May
20th, 1990, with cnvironmental
groups (including Great Lakes

.United, Environmental Planning

Lobby, Citizens Environmental
Coalition, Sierra Club, and Clear-
water)' al a NY DEC education
center icar Albany, NY. “They
announced that the gambling con-
troversy at Akwesasne was not
really the cause of the recent turmoil
‘and violence.: Instead, it is the
violence to the environment and
culture of Akwesasne that has lead
to gambling iurmoil. The Akwe-
sasnelivelihood, food, lifestyle and

health are all threatencd by pollu—
tion from the adjacent
industrics,and habitat destruction

" and pellution relating to seaway

traffic.

Thg bright spot in this strife is
that many Mohawks are sceking
unity through their shared concem
for the environment. They think of

the Earth as the motherupon which

we, and all living things, are de-
pendent. At Akwesasne, Mother
Earth has become sickened by

_polluants from adjacent industries

such as Gencral Motors, Reynolds
Metals Company, ALCOA,
Domitar, and other river and Great
Lakes pollution sources. PCBs

from General Motors, Reynolds-

Metals and ALCOA have heavily
contaminated the St. Lawrence
Riverat Akwesasne, making much
of the fish, frogs, turtlcs and water-
fowl unfit for human consumption
by Canadian and U.S. standards.

This has greatly decreased the uti-
lization of fish and wildlife as food
by the Mohawks, and hundreds of
thousandsof fishand wildlife meals

* A moment of tension was created during the otherwise peaceful prntest at the border br:dge when a
.. Minnesota State Patrol car attempted to break through the human barricade. One of the Mohawk -
- supportgroup jumpedon the hood ofthe car andaskedthe patrulman ifheintended to run hisbrother

- over.

Statement of the Onezda
Tribe on the Mohawk/

Canadian dzspute

: Since July 11, 1990, the Mo-
- hawk settlements of Kanesataké

- and Kahnawake have been under
" siege by Canadian and Quebec

. authorities. These confrontations

- concern land rights which the
Mohawks have asserted for many

years. The responses of the vari- . -
: Mohawks and the separatist con-

ous federal and provincial gov-
- emments has been to cynically
- disregard the land and self-gov-
" emingrightsof Mohawksand other
* Indians thronghout Canada. Even
* worse, the legal status of native
© peoplein Canada has been largely
ignored. -
- . The Canad:an Indian Act uni-
- laterally prescribes.the status of
_native people in ways that are to-
tatly- contradictory to traditional
governments. It relegates native
people to less than second class
status. This Act and the govemn-
-ment policies of Canada have
worked to disenfranchiseits native
people,’ underming the govem-
ments, culiure and languages of
the Mohawks and other native
pecoples and generally atiempt to
assimilate the homogenize those
~ people into replicas of European
. immigrants. The Canadian policies
are not unlike thosc of the United

" States..

" The tcsponse of native people

- *“inthe U.S. and Canada has beento.

" operate under the duress of these
" demeaning govemnment policics
- and blatant institutional racism
while mainiaining their own hon--
ored traditions. Despite this and
yet faced - with the schizophrenic

. dominant culture and the policies

of its governments, Indians have
- served with distinction in all the
wars for democracy only (o be
- ." denied their native rights. How-

" ever, when pushed to the wall by

. govemments with large powerful
armics and autocratic policics, na-
tive people, such as the Mohawks,

havephymcaﬂyms:stcdramermm
be intimidated. Still, thanks to
these oppressive government
pohcles the -general population
remains ignorapt of the reasons

. why native people cling io their
_traditions and land rights.

The present conflict between

frontations of the Canadian gov-
ernment is an example of how non-
Indian issues are injected into long
standing claims of native people
when they assert their legitimate
rights to land. The callous attempt
of a local golf course to expand
onto sacred Kanesatake Mohawk
land on July 11, 1990, against the

. opposition, then protest and finally
" confrontation of Mohawk people

illustrates Mohawk determination
not 1o be intimidated by either the
unjust Canadian system or its
Army. '

. The Indianpolicy of the United
Statesinthe 1800’s wasto*'send in
the Cavalry.” Overthe years, these
policies have been refined into
burcaucratic, legislative and liti-

_gation forums. Through Canadain
many ways is a modem nation, its

present policies toward native
people would appear to parallel
that of the United States a hundred
years ago, but with the machines of
deadly modem warfare.

Neither Canada, the United
States or any other democratic
country can be allowed to use tac-
tics against nalive pcople similar
te those being presently utilized in
the Middie East. Nor should these
powerful nationscelebrate and laud

the resistance of Balkans, Native

South Africans, or Chinese Stu-
dents yet use their own forces 1o
oppress and suppress the native
people in North America for doing
what repressed people throughout
the world are doing.. The tacit

of Canada and Quebec to permit

the lawless harassment of the Mo- .

hawk people by their own non-
native citizens is intolerable and
must be stopped.

World attention to the present
Mohawk situation has been Jargely
instrumental in staying action by
Canadian Armed Forces. But the
display of 1anks, ariillery, fighter
aircraft and hundreds of armed
personnel is a blatant act of in-
timidation. Suchshameless acts of
amodemdemocracy canbeneither
denied nor ignored by truly civi-
lized people.

Theissuesonthetable between
native peoples and democratic
govemnments should posenothreat
1o these powerful governments.
Issues such as land rights and self-
government ¢can only lead the way
to human rights for all citizens.
The vulgar shameless displays of
power observed against the Mo-

hawk people at Kanesatake and

Kahnawake, accomplishes nogh-

ing.
Civilized human beings ev-

.erywhere have a duty to prosest

injustice and oppression wherever
it exists, whether it be the Persian
Guif, South Africa, the United
States or Canada.

Inthe United States, President
Bush, the Congress and intcrna-
tional organizations must begin
now o focus attention on the Mo-
hawk situation. The United States
must use all diplomatic means to
stopthe real danger of unnecessary
bloodshed of Mohawk people who
are refusing to give up their righis
toland, theirown government and
their own culiure and language.

(Reprinted with permission

encouragcmcm ofthe govqmmems Jromthe OneidaTribe of Indians.)

have been lost. The traditional
way of life and dict of the Mo-
hawks is being lost to pollution.

Inaddition, there once were 60
or so Mohawk familics involved in
commercial fishing on the St
Lawrence River, but because of
toxicant levels in the fish; this in-
dustry is all but wiped out. The
hiring of Mohawks, as fishing
guides, has also declined as clients
scck less polluted waters.:

Airbome fluorides from Rey-
nolds Metals and ALCOA fell out
on Mohawk lands and poisoncd
the cattle, and contaminated Mo-
hawk agricuiture. Additional study
ofthe Reynolds Mctals Company’s
air pollution of Akwesasne is
needed-—not only of fluorides, but
alsoto determine if other chemical
threats are present in the dark
plumes that emanate from their
stacks.

Most serious, at present, is the
past and present water and air pol-
lution from ALCOA, Reynolds
Metals Company, and General
Motors The fow of PCBs from

Mohawk safety —

On August 10th, the Oneida

_/ Nationtheld arally insupportofthe
s Kanesatake and Kahnawake Mo-
W hawks at Oka, near Montreal, who

have had food, water, medicine
and emergency services cut-off by
the heavily amed Quebec Pro-
vincial police. The Mohawks are
objecting to the plans of the local
community of Oka to build con-
dominiums and expand a golf
course onto Mohawk ancestral
lands.

HONOR provided a presence
at the rally and has sent action
alerts to most of the HONOR or-
ganizations and chapters by now.

There has been a complete news'

blackout ordered by the Canadian
govemment. The Oneidas have
~ agreed to assist the Mohawks, who
are also part of the Iroquois con-
federacy, and also asked that indi-
viduals help with letters, prayers,
and contributions. - _
According to 2 communique
sent August 13, "Information is
coming in from Chateauquay resi-
dents that the KKK-backed dem-

these plams 1o the St. Lawrence
River continues—cspecially from
Reynolds and ALCOA-—and this
needs to be halted. If not, the
Mohawks will never again be able
to freely and safely consume the
fish and wildlife of the St. Law-
rence River at Akwesasne.

Al the May meeting was Bear
Clan Chief Tom Portcr, a spiritual
lcader, who eloquently related how
when he leammed of the poisons in
the fish of the river, he stopped
fishing. He did not want his family
and friends to cat such fish, and he
symbolically placed his net on the

bank-of river to rot. He may feave

Akwesasne with other Mohawks if
he can find a suitable place (o farm
and where the fish and wildlife are
safe for his people to eat on a
regularbasis. Itishoped that it will
not be necessary for the chief and
his followers to leave their ances-
tral home since the industrial pol-
lution can be largely stopped and

the river cleaned of PCB and olher’

toxic “hot spots.”
Itisessential that environmen-

1al orgamzauons support the Mo-
hawks in seeing that the pollution
oftheirwatersisstopped. Notonly -

will the Mohawks be grateful, but

50,100, will wildlife like the Beluga

whales who live downriver of
Akwesasne, Itis believed that part

ofthchealthproblemsofthe Beluga©

whales are caused by PCBs and
other toxics originating from thc
Massenaarcaindustries. Fish, such
as eels, come into the highly pol-
luted Akwesasne waters and ac-
quire toxics such as the
Whenthey goback downriver, they
are caten by the whales.

The long standing pollution of

the Mohawk waters of Akwesasne
by Masscnaareaindustriesisablot .

on the reputation of the industrics

and New York State. This pollu- |

tion has disrupted the traditional
lifestyle of Mohawks, and has had
much to do with their economic

and sociat stress. The timetocure

this disease is now!

(Reprinted with permission

from Great Lakes United newslet-
ter, Summer 1990 edition.)

& News blackout threatens

onstrators there are planmng toin-
filtrate wooded areas around Kah-
nawake, from where they intend to
shoot some Quebec Provincial
Police, or RCMP or even military
personnel. Their goal is to provoke

violent confrontation with native

people by whatever means pos-
sible. According to sources, the
vast majority of surrounding resi-

dents are opposed to the racist be- -

havior of non-Indians at the barri-
cades, but “you should be aware™
that the violence is being planned,
‘fueled and directed by a small core
of people, cspecially from outside
the region, “We are becoming the
congregating point for violent
racists from everywhere in Que-
bec, Canada and even from the
U S "

A few off-duty police, and ex-
police officers have also been
identified among the more violent

" racist activists. The Mohawk .
peopie have confirmed their com- -
mitment to continued self-disci-

pline, but they are concemed for
the safety of the outside police

ofﬁcers and military. -
The Mohawk people wish no
harm to Canadians, though the

same racist elements now threat-

cning the SQ, RCMP and military,
have regularly and violently vic-
timized Native people across
Canada.

According the the organizers
of the rally, messages shiould_cm-

phasize that the Canadian Govern-

ment negotiate a peaceful scitle-
ment with the Mohawk on a na-

‘tion-to-nation basis. * That food,

water, clothing, and basic medical
supplies be afforded the Mohawk
communities; that there be a full
investigation of possible civil, hu-
man, and constitutional rights

PCBs. -~

violations by the local and Pro- X

vincial police.
Here are the addresses: Plcasc

act today!

The Rt Hon. Brian Mulroney
Prime Minister of Canada
. Oltawa, Omano. KIA 0A6 _

Bonnie Green. Duector '
" Office of Church & Society
- United Church of Canada

B . 85 St. Clair Avenue East

Quebec Qc
Fax: 416-925-3394

- Hon. John Ciaccia

. House of Commons -
875 Grande Alle '

- 4éme stage Toronto,
Ontarig M4T IM8
Fax: 613-995-0101

(Reprinted with permission

]

g from the HONOR Digest, Sep:em-

ber 1990 edmon )

 Standoff éontinued

(continued from page 6)
There are

ing with two a year, -

sive claims, of which they only
deal withsix at any giventime, and

Representatives from the American Indian Movement (AIM), Wa- these ‘can take up to 20 years to
Swa-Gon Treaty Association, several tribes, Black and women's resolve. The basic pmblcm isthe
-movements joined in forming a roadblock on the Pigeon River federal government’s policy of

Bridge. Above, Vernon Bellecourt, AIM, talks about the purposeof extinguishment and non—rccogm- _

_ the roadblock.

tion.”

Soldiers, Mohawks clash; 82 injured

KAHNAWAKE, (Quebec—
AP—Indians brawled with Cana-
dian troops who were seizing
weapons at a Mohawk reservation,
and soldiers fired tear gas to dis-
perse the crowd. Atleast 82 people
were hurt, officials said.

Dozens of mén, women and
children jumped into the cold St.
Lawrence River on Tucsday to
escape the stinging gas.

Mohawks punched and kicked
soldiers, who used rifle butts and
fists in the brawl after the Indians
intervened during the search-and-
scizurcoperation at the Kahnawake
reservation by the military and
Quebec provincial police.

It was one of the most violent
clashes since the Mohawk stand-
off began morc than two months
ago over plans by the city of Oka,
18 miles west of Montreal, to build

Minister of Indian Affairs

perhaps as many as 55 comprehen-

ground, punched, kicked and struck
repeatedly on the head with his
own helmet,

a golf course expansion on what
the Indians say is tribal land.

The federal government has
since bought the disputed land in
an attempt to setile the quarrel, but
some Mohawk activists have held
out for scitlement of other griev-
ances,’ including demands for
greater sovereignty.

Eighthclicoptersand aboul 100
iroops took part in the raid on
Tekakwitha Island.

Maj. Rusty Bassarab, amlhtary
spokesman, said the raid netted
about 50 weapons, ranging from
shotguns and handguns to hunting
riflesand AK-47 assaultrifles. The
weapons, which were wrapped in
plastic, were found under rocks in
the forest and were taken out by
helicopter.

But Mohawks struck back.
One soldier was dragged to the

soldiers were injured by the Mo-
hawks.

The soldiers fired several vol-
leys of submachine-gun fire into

blank into the crowd, forcing it
back. Dozens of people jumped
into

bout 75 people, including

the nearby Kateri Memorial Hos-
pital for tear gas and released.

director of the hospital, said a 15-
year-old girl with a possible frac-
tured hip and a 24-year old man
withapossible fracturedknee were
.sent to Montreal General Hospital,

Bassarab said five to scvcn'

the air and then shot tear gas point-'

e river to evade the fumes. -

several children, were treated at

Dr. Louis Montour, medical -

(See Soldiers, page 24)

E

quotes him as saying: “There are
60010 1,000small claims, and they
(Canadian government) are deal-
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__ 1990Cthpe waSpearmgSe
Conflict and Coopera
The Two States '

- - By James Thannoum ) _ ;
GLIFWC Natural Resource Development Specialist

. govemment regulation of treaty fishing, provided that regula

- “the right to harvest up to 50% of the harvestable surplus.

" of their members in accordance with blologically sound principles

~ spearing harvest as ¢o.
tions. - -

xnllll-.--l----.lllllll-[[lll-lll-:li.nullllllllllllllllj

: The 1990 Spearing Season

Chippewa Indian bands reserved harvesting righfs in the land ces-
sion treaties with the United States in'1837 and 1842. -

Federal courts have ruled that the reserved rights include: har-

vesting of fish by means that are efficient (i.e., spearing and nets); tribal
lions are
sufficient to conservé fish populations and insure a sustained yield; and

The Chippewa Bands harvested 25,348 walleye, 303 musky, and

- 483 fish of other species during the 1990 Spearing Season. While the

tribal harvest level was comparable to past years, there was a great

difference in the reaction to it by Wisconsin’s residents.

- On'some lakes spearing was a non-event, atothers, tribal members
and sportsmen worked side by side to strip fish eggs for-stocking area

" waters; and other lakes were the site of organized hatred, vulgar

language, rock throwing, and shooting incidents.
The 1990 Spring Spearing Scason found the business community

. and church organizations taking a pro-active approach to the issue,

working 10-improve communication and cooperation with Chippewa
tribal govemments in many areas oi the state. Unfortunately, some

.* Wisconsin citizens continued their campaign of racism, violence and
hatred. : - :

from Jo~ Heller, Green Bay Press
.‘ :

(Reprinted with permission
Gazette,) _— :

- Treaty spearing does not deplete
- northern Wisconsin’s fishery resource
- Federal Court rulings prevent tribes from depleting the fishery

resource and mandate intensive monitoring of the harvest to protect

the fishery resource, K : o
- Judge Crabb ruled the tribes would be the sole regulatory body “so .

long as they enact a management plan that provides for the regulation

necessary for the conservation of the species being harvested. . .."

(LCO VI, 707 F. Supp. at 1060) _ -
‘The failure of the Chippewa Bands to effectively self-regulate the

" harvest of their tribal membership (in addition to violating traditional

values) could result in the State gaining regulatory authority over the

" tribal exercise of off-reservation treaty rights. Acknowledging this
. fact, the Chippewa Bands have developed and implemented one of the

most intensive fish harvest monitoring systems in the world. _
' Females, filled with eggs, do not comprise the majority of the
y expressed by the anti-treaty organiza-

- Sex distribution of walleye harvested by Chippewa Bands

# of “#of - #of - #of % males
- sexed males  females unknown of sexed
Year_- fish recorded recorded recorded fish.

' 1987 14224 11521 . 1422 - 1281 81.0%

1988 19368 16193 . 2033 142  83.6%

1980 13254 11222 | 1030 . 1002 84.6%
1990 18500 14693 2342 1465  794%

_ 65,346 53,629 6827 4890  820%

totals

.- Few peopl'e neélim walle'yc possess behavioral traits which assistin

: protecting their populations dening the Chippewa spearfishing season.

1990 ADULT WALLEYE HARVEST FROMLAKES ||

-. IN THE 1837 AND 1842 CEDED TERRITORIES

Sex composition of
speared walloys

Unknown

W

A 8 .
A I?';emalea
N

\
N
3 3%

- Angler narvest 124,000

. Gpearer harvasl 25,348

WISCONSIN

of Wisconsin

The females lay in deep water, spawn on gravel shoals when the water

reaches the proper temperamre, then move back to deep water. In
comparison males spend much more time in the shallows waiting for
females and, therefore, are much more likely 1o be harvested by tribal
5 3 . ) o

Tribes harvest a small percentage of the walleye and musk
compared to state anglers, : _ :

“The WDNR estimated ceded serritory harvest is approximately
672,000 walleye per year and is based onangler harvest(creel) surveys
conducted by WDNR. However, the harvest consists of both adult
(sexually mature) and juvenile (sexually immature) fish. In fact,
approximately 213 of this harvest consists of juvenile walleye, whereas
nearly 100% of the tribal spring spear harvest consists of adultfish.”
(WDNR Communicating Facts—Not Fiction 6/5/90)

These WDNR estimates would yield an annual sport harvest of
448,000 juvenile and 224,000 adult walleye from 1980-1987 as com-
pared to an average annual tribal harvest of 16,399 adult walleye from
1985-1990. A comprehensive breakdown of species harvested by

-spearing is provided in the appendix.

Even during the highest periods of tribal harvests (i.e., 1988), state
anglers still account for 89.6% of the adult walleye taken from ceded
territory waters, nearly 100% of the juvenile walleye, and 96.2% of the
ceded territory’s total walleye harvest.

 COMPARISON OF WALLEYE HARVESTS IN THE
| 1837 AND 1842 CEPE? TERRITORY: WISCONSIN_
‘ | So;t cdrﬁpuaition of
speared. walleye

Unknown

o 8
3 3 Eemales
W 13%

90% \\\\\\\\s\@\\\:\\i\b\\\&\\

W X&X\\\\&\\'f

Angler harvest 224,000

Bpearar harvest 20,340

WISCONSIN

In additionto WDNR anglerharvest estimates projected from creel
census data, Iocal fishing experts have come forth to acknowledge the ,

.extensive fishing pressure of sportsmen and the need for stricter

regulation of angling. Joe Bucher, one of Wisconsin’s most visible .
fishing guides, was quoted as saying, “a good walleye guide averages
10 walleyes a trip. That's 50 walleyes a week. In a month that's 200

walleye. That' sone guide . .. a goodwalleye guide wouldbringin 1,500

walleyes a year for his customers.” _

In contrast (o perceptions held by non-Indians, the Chippewa
bands arenot extensively ﬁshi:gall the waters of northern Wiscon-
sin, but have voluntarily limited their walleye spearfishing harvest
to 47% of the ceded territories’ walleye water acreage and 31% of -
the ceded territories’ total water acreage. .

The WDNR estimates, “there are 11,240 lakes lying wholly or
partly in the ceded territory . . . which cover 530,818 acres. ... only
861 were reported to contain walleye, but the area of these walleye
lakes cover 350,129 acres, 65.5% of the total.” (Staggs 1989)

During the spring of 1990, Chippewa tribes speared 117 walleye
lakes, totalling an area of 164,567 acres. These speared walleye lakes
accounted foronly 31% of the ceded territofies’ total water acreage and
less than half (i.e., based on a total of 861) of the walleye waters.

DISTRIBUTION OF WALLEYE LAKES
- 1990 SPEARING HARVEST:
' NUMBER OF LAKES
;o

NOT SPEARED 7%
SPEARED 1%

WITHOUT WALLYE- 92%

DISTRIBUTION OF WALLEYE LAKES
1990 SPEARING HARVEST:
LAKE ACREAGE

SPEARED 85%

5

WITHQUT WALLEYE 34%

NOT SPEARED 31%

_ *There is a discrepahcy on the number of lakes. The DNR
continues to say there are 861 walleye lakes, when a joint GLIFWC/
DNR 1990 list had only 682 (592 with public access).

State angling regulations do not prevent overharvest of large
fish or prevent anglers from harvesting spawning fish.

The Bands l!ave a system of maximum size limits to prevent
spearers from tzking a disproportionate number of large walleye from

a population. Under tribal regulations, speared walleye must be less

than 20 inches, except that one fishin the bag may be 20-24 inches, and
one fish may be any size. In contrast, the State of Wisconsin has no
restrictions on maximum size and has only recently applied minimum
‘size limits on walleye and bass. .
It is also important 10 realize. harvesting fish during spawnin
season is not limited to the Chippewa tribes but is also a common
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practice among anglers.. For example, Wisconsin anglers harvest
walleye during the spawning season in the Mississippi River and

Winnebago chain of lakes, harvest spawning crappie in May, harvest

spawning bass in June, and harvest anadromous steelhead runs. Within
the ceded territory, year-round walleye angling is allowed on the

following lakes: Alice, Comell, D¢lls Pond, Escanaba, Grandfather, . .

Grandmother, Hat Rapids, Mohawksin, Old Abe, Wausau, and Wis-
sota, (Staggs 1989) . : _ o
Althoughmost waters are closed toanglerharvest during spawning,
the reason is not because walleye shouldn’t be harvested, but rather
because there is a potential for overharvest given the large number of
state anglers and the concentration of walleye. Since the fishery

- resource of any lake islimited, the WDNR makes the decision asto how

angling harvest opportunities will be allocated.. For example, the

WDNR could open angling during the walleye spawning season but -

may then have to reduce bag limits to 1/person/day.

Uncertaihty regarding the status of the
fishery resource causes fear and conflict

On March 3, 1989 Judge Crabb ruled that the ceded territories®
fishery would be managed by incorporating portions of the state plan

and portions of the tribal plan. : -
- - Under the ruling a Safe Harvest Level for walleye harvests would - -

be calculated using either recent population estimates or.a statistical

analysis based upon linear regression. The safe harvest level is a

conservative harvest regulator. Forexample, the safe harvestaverages
8-12% of a walleye population, even though state and tribal biologists

agree that Wisconsin walleye populations can be sustained at exploita-

tion rates up to 35%. The total safe harvest of walleye in all ceded
territory lakes is 120,000 for 1990, compared to the angler harvest
estimate of 672,000. . :

Many guides, resort owners, and anglers _beliéve northern

Wisconsin’s fish resource has declined over the past 50 years. Some
recreational businesses, perceived to be economically dependent upon
northem Wisconsin's fishery resource, began to fecl threatened by the

addition of a new user group—the Chippewa Tribes and the unknown

impacts of Judge Crabb’s ruling. _
Unforunately a lack of past creel census and population estimates
on northem Wisconsin lakes make it difficult to assess long term

changes in the status of the fishery resource or alle‘?iale fears of _

residents. - :
It should be noted, the WDNR s estimate of 672,000 walleye an

14,167 musky is based on only 34 creel surveys completed from 1980
to 1987. ‘This estimated angler harvest is based on a relatively small

sample of lakes being surveyed and-is an annual estimate for an 8 year -

period (e.g., 861 wallgye lakes x 8 years = 6888 possible surveys but
there were only 34 done). : '

Furthermore, the WDNR concluded “that spearing accounts for
15-22% of the harvest on lakes where spearing occurs and 16% of
trophy walleye harvested.” (Styggsetal. 1990) Their surveys during
this period failed to include random sampling of ceded territory walleye
lakes, therefore making it impossible to make such conclusions with
any statistical accuracy. Furthermore, the 22% figure was calculated
"@;tg; excluding lakes with minimal spearing harvest.” (Staggs, et al.
19

In comparison tribal harvest is completely monitored-on all lakes

harvesied each year. Angling harvest estimates for 1988 and 1989 have
not yet been made available by the WDNR. S

The WDNR's interpretation of angling’s long term impacts upon
walleye populations is limited to creel surveys conducted on Escanaba
Lake since 1946. This lake is located in the Northern Highland State

h &

on—

Forest surrounded by public lands. Without resorts orsecond homeson

its shore, Escanaba Lake is not truly representative of most Wisconsin
walleye waters and can not take into consideration the combined

impacts of habitat degradation and angling pressure.
" Realizing that additional scientific information will assist in the

- managementof northern Wisconsin’s fishery resource, state, tribal, and

federal agencies plan to expand lake surveys.
The WDNR is to be commended upon theircommitment to address

the scientific need formore dataon walleye populations and exploitation -~

rates. “In 1990, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources will

. estimate walleye populations on 23 speared lakes and 10 unspeared

lakes. This represents a target sampling percentage of 20% of the 125
lakes that have historically been speared. The lakes were randomly

selected, so survey results can be statistically expanded to unsampled

lakes. Any drastic fishery changes should thus be detected in time to
avoid irreversible overharvest. Beginning in 1990, the Wisconsin
Depariment of Natural Resources will conduct creel surveys on 20% of

mixed fishery lakes—the same lakes that are randomly selected for
. population estimates. Annual average harvest levels and exploitation

rates will be statistically expanded to all mixed fishery lakes. WDNR
creel surveys will also measure angling on 10 unspeared ceded terri-
tory lakes—a lower sampling intensity adequate for angling fisheries.”
(Staggs, et al. 1990) : _ _ :

- In addition to the expanded work being done by the WDNR, the

Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission and USFWS will

conduct 14 population estimates in 1990 and plan to complete 100 fall
juvenile recruitment surveys on ceded territory lakes.

Working together, these resource management agencies will ex-
pand the knowledge of northem Wisconsin's walleye resource and
better undérstand the human and environmental factors which impact
their populations. _ . :

- S . {See The Two States of Wisconsin, page 9)
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The Two States of Wisconsin Continued

(Con{inuedﬁom page 8) . _
Indians are not benefiting at the _ Comparison of seasonal unemployment rates - prior to 1930. Twenty-five percent of these resorts were shown to have

- eéxpens - i ' . _ declining occupancy trends. This may be attributable to the declining
' C l?- e of non I_ndlans under the. _ ' March . August/September  quality of these resorts due to their age and the fact that over 60% of
1Ippewa Treaties of 1837 and 1842 " Year - Unemployment Rate Unemployment  their owners have notmade any improvements or done upkeep since the

' : Rate resort was built,” The study went on to state that, “37% of the resort

- Ignorance, poor economic conditions, and fear of the unknown

- continues to breed racism, hatred and violence in some areas .of Vilas County owners in Indianhead Country and 29% in the Northwoods Council

said they planned to convert their resort within the next three years,

- Wisconsin, . . _ 1989 9.8% 2.9% iy - ! e
-, Inthe June 11, 1990 issue of The New Republic, author Weston 1987 12.6% 309 implying that second home ownership may rise in northern Wisconsin,
~ Kosovareported, “...Away from the cameras, though, looser lips still 1986 v 14'9(; : 5'0; whereas resort room supply may continue to decline.”
prevail. ‘That's allwe got up here nowadays, niggers and Indians and . i It _ While reduced bag limits and the spearfishing controversy may
Indians and niggers,” mumbled a man €yeing a black reporter. Later, ¢ C B have some impact upon northern Wisconsin's tourism spending, the
‘inthe woods by the water, a bearded man in a hunting vest bragged to lglig er County 12.19, 49% tribes are convenient scapegoats for the failure of small, poorly man-

- hisfriend, ‘If I ever caught an Indian spearing onmy lake I'd kill him. ' i : aged, obsolete resorts. Regardless of future spearing activities, many of
Oh, I'd probably regret it for the rest of my life, but I swear to God I'd (Strickland) ' - these resonis will continue to fail due to changing tourism markets
doit’" . _ _ characterized by a growth in two-income households, an aging popula-

- ' ' " Literature from anti-treaty organizations has claimed, “/ndian tion, and increased numbers of single parent families.
households receive free foad, homes, medical care and $20,000 per In addition, by the state’s own testimony, new sportfishing restric-

year in cash.” (Strickland) These hate groups use such falsehoods in  tions were inevitable to reduce projected overharvest of walleye by

) W ' HoW WHUTTHE HE“' "Akfs an attempt to build and exploit an economic jealousy between tribal  anglers. This was documented inthe WDNR’s 1979 Strategic Fisheries
{ \ : YA THINK ™A WBT?! Mﬁ members and their neighbors. Management Plan which estimated that angler demand for walleye
AN, - . i \ Intrath, between 1975 and 1991 the federal per-capitaspending for  would outstrip the supply of 13" fish by the mid-1980’s. (See appendix
£ - = ‘ uKE |NJ[N§ ) mwf non-Indians increased while federal per-capita spending for Indians  for WDNR graph and analysis.) Resort owners and fishers would
¥ o/ : - eventually have to deal with reduced bag limits even if spearing never

e 3 b -
i oL « . ‘began decreasing in 1979, and from FY 1982 1o 1991 tribes received
RN u s | U LIKE mum substantial reductions: _ - occurred. The problem expressed by resort owness is that a 3/day bag
R A v, - ot | «Indian Housing decreased an average of 19.99% per year, . limit is ok but if a nearby Iake has a 5/day bag limit, then people are
* 40 3 FOREm MM‘BE I'H ’ «Indian Education dropped an average of 3.4% annually, - drawn to that Iake. Soit’s not really so much what the bag limit is, but
; - «Indian Health expenditures grew 3% less than the growth in  the fact that a variable bag limit system gives the resort competitors

4 ‘jl}ﬂ' WIH'DEAD... ﬂm - overall federal health spending while the Indian population grew3.79%  what’s perceived as an advantage—it’s believed to be sort of “unfair.”
J annually. _ Furthennore, the poor publicimage givento the state by anti-Indian
YE__,R THE RAcIsT _ The Congressional Research Service also found federal per- organizations demonstrating overt racism at public boat landings and
=20 I'M MoRMAL capita spendingin FY 1991 estimated at $3,007 for non-Indiansand  harassment of tribal fishermen on the water are a far greater threat to

_ *| $2,281 for Indians. tourism. A stigma of racism will require considerable expenditure of

L]
4 2 MAYBE... - Most tribal members receive the same benefits (i.e., AFDC, Social promotional advertising to counternational media coverage asthe town
A ' v&, B T - ¥ Security, Medicare, etc.) as any other Wisconsin residents, with eligi- of Minocqua has recently discovered. Not everything is measured in
g2 . Wk frosty, 2| bility based upon need, not Indian heritage or membership in a tribe.  terns of tourist dollars—some people like Honor Our Neighbors
Y é T It is also important for the general public to realize the timberand Origins and Rights (HONOR) are concemed with social harmony,
' - mineral resources obtained through the 1837 and 1842 Chippewa respect for each other as humans, etc. .

(Reprinted with pe 'sio. John Potter, B;Il' M 3 | Treaties provided, “the essential ingredients for the incredible indus- '-
P permission from John Potter, Billings, Montana.} I{ial transformation of late nineteenth and early twentieth century  Building understanding and

: rica,” R .
-. - Asurvey conducted by the St. Norbert College Survey Ceater and While the Chippewatribes received “a few thousand dollars, some COOPel'atlon on a grass roots level : |
" Wisconsin Public Radio concluded that although 81% of respondents 0dds and ends of equipment, and a few thousand acres of reservation Stop Treaty Abuse (STA) protests at public landings and ceded
said they had read or heard something about Chippewa Indian Treaty land, non-Indians received: 100 billionboardfeetof timber; 150 billion  territory lakes cost state taxpayers more than $1.7 million last spring.
Rights, only one-third could correctly answer questions about those fonsafironore; 13.5 billion pounds of copper; 19 million acresofland, More. than 100 county, city, village, and town agencies reported .
ngpts. Only 37% of respondents knew the treatics were between the  water, ports, power sites, and guarries.” (Wrone) . expenses for salaries, materials and mileage, reported Richard Risler,
Chippewa Indians and the U.S., rather than state government, Only - , Director of Emergency Police Services. o
- 30%knew Indians were limited inthe numberoffishandgametheycan ~ Tourism in Wisconsin continues to thrive Protect Americans’ Rights and Resources (PARR) and STA also
barvest. : a : . . f i Indi ~ worked to recall elected officials, again wasting taxpayer dollarsinan -
~ - . While northem residents were more informed about treaty rights - d_esp ite ac_tlons of anti- ndlan_ groups attempt to force their radical, narrow opinions on the rest of Wisconsin -
than residents of the South, they tended to have a more stereotypical ] Claims ofthe demiseof r_1m_the_m Wisconsintourism dueto spearing citizens. Their failures indicate their organizations' waning powerand
-view of their Indian neighbors. Only 24% of southem Wisconsin activities and reduced bag limits is premature and inaccurate. hopefully, signal a new era where Wisconsin citizens spend their time
respondents thought Whites were more dependable than Indians as “We're pleased to say that, although unscientific, there is no real and energy on productive efforts aimed at improving the living stan-
. compared to 41% of the northemn Wisconsin respondents. regative impact (i.e., from treaty conflicts),” said Dick Matty, Director dards and resources of northern Wisconsin, .
Spearing does not give unegual rights to Indians. - of the Wisconsin Divisionof Tourism. “Recently, atthe Chicago Sport
‘The federal court did not grant (i.e., give) off-reservation hunting, Show, one of the largest shows we attend. of all people requesting
fishing, and gathering rights to the Chippewa tribes as often claimed by Wiscaonsin information, not one person asked about the spearfishing
anti-Indian groups. The tribcs reserved their off-reservation treaty iSsue,” Matty'said. “Sowe see no real definite negative effect as of this .
rights when they ceded (i.., sold) theirland 10,the U.S. govemment.: f7e,” Matty also explained information distribution was up 72}}6:@.6!!!
This ocgurrence is similar to a person selling his land and reserving last{ear, “Iypigany: of 10 people asking forinformation actualfyVisit
_ mineral rights. Property rights such as these are enjoyed by us all.and ' the state, he said. o
- are not a special right granted to Indian people. “Many people in the . Evelyn Hardep, Executive Director of the Greater Minocqua
“northernpartof the state complain that the tribes are accorded unequal ‘Chamber of Commerce, said resorts and hotels reported excellent
. rights because they are permisted 1o hunt, fish, and gather in ways Summer bookings.
. denied to the non-Indian population. The fact is, however, that the JeffLong, Boulder Junctiontown chairman, said greatercooperation
" tribes do not have unequal rights. They have the same rights as any among chambers of commerce and business leaders in the North last
other resident of the United States to enter into contractual agreements  Winter helped reduce tension and negative publicity about the issue of

and o go to court to enforce their rights under those contracts.” (LCQ spearfishing. He said tourism in the Boulder Junction area expected a
YI, 707 F. Supp. 1034) o ' - summer equal to or better than last year. _
N " Lowered bag limits have little impact on the average angler, Creel

A - - . data supports this claim. The following graph from the WDNR

AW@TW 'ﬁ)ANM“_ me PRO‘[ES@R o publication Spearing and Sport Angling for Walleye in Wisconsin's

o - Teaa S Ceded Tenitory illusirates that few -anglers catch more than three

| Gecte voen. & R - ' TerRe S 1 walleye. : : _ - o :
RECOIES 4D e’ : oy - Furthermore, a review of the 1985 Survey of Fishing, Hunting,and  §(Reprinted with permission from Joe Heller, Green Bay Press

1 wildlife Associated Recreation by the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service |[Gazerte.}
“and Census Bureau, (table #6) illustrated that resident and non-resident
- _ fishermen targeted 18% of their fishing days to walleye and musky in .
m\b@u FoRTaTAD I, | BT e ReasR PG s 1085, In fact, Wisconsin fishermen spent more time fishing for panfish The Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Band has experienced 6 peaceful
: = e : (16,770,300 fishing days) and northem pike (11,929,800 fishing days) spearing seasons without incidents of rock throwing, vulgar threats,
' ©_ than for walleye-sauger (11,210,000 fishing days). Of the 11 species pipe bombs, or shootings found in other areas of the state. The LCO
- listed in the table, musky ranked 7 with 2,818,500 days of fishing Band and Hayward Lakes Association worked to build a foundationfor
_pressure. " codperation over many years, Today, areéa churches sponsor Indian
: : Awareness Sunday; angw develapment corporation which was formed
1985 DAYS OF FISHING ACTIVITY IN WISCONSIN by Hayward and Lca\mdian and non-Indian teachers attend joint

= | i _. . workshops regarding treaty rights and Indian culture; and the Hayward
| iRy, fea X | . m%—%gg“w_, _ _ (from data table #6) . Lakes Association actively supports tribal funding forconstructionand
| Tolwe e ALob can TOURISH! - - _CATFISH/BULL - : operation of a new fish hatchery. - _ ' _
o, CRAPPIE The Red Cliff Band and Bayfield County Board have also built a

‘:" (Repri nted with permission from J’oe Heller, GreenBay Prgs._s- quette. )

.. Like any other contract, the Treaties of 1837 and 1842 are not
- invalidated by age. The treaty making process not only hasalong legal
basis in U.S. history, but is also an ongoing practice in Anns Control PANFISH
Treaties, NATO, and trade agreements between foreign governments, : :
- “Great hations, like great men, keep their word. When America says

... something, America means it, whether a treaty, or an agreement, or @

. vowonmarble steps,” was Presidént George Bush’s statement during.

- his inaugural address. _ . '
~ Anti-Indian groups have exploited northern Wisconsin’s poor

strong relationship prior to recent state initiatives which attempt to
encourage and promote cooperation. Historically, Bayfield County has
taken the position that it will not-endorse anti-Indian or anti-treaty
positions, and relationships with the Bayfield Sheriff’s Department are
held in the highest regard by local tribal law enforcement agencies.
- _ In an effort to reduce tensions and build understanding, other tribal

BASS - govemments and local business representatives also began dialogs’
regarding areas of mutual concern. From these informal meetings,
twelve northern Wisconsin Chambers of Commerce issued a joint -
statement recognizing treaty rights. ‘o '

economic conditionsin their campaign to abrogate the Chippewa’s Long Lake Chamber of Commerce members requested i-
off-reservationrightsreserved under the Treatiesof 1837and 1842. - dents no% £0 to the landing and protest the speaﬁn;eggms of%rzacrfosi;
~. Northern Wisconsin’s economic climate is characterized as having " MUSKIE tribal members and manned two boats to accompany tribal members to
~ lower income and high seasonal unemployment rates. Itisinteresting =~ -~ - __ insure safety and calm. Working together, St. Croix tribal spearers
- to note the 1987 adjusted gross income in many northem Wisconsin. NORTHERN PIKE enjoyed peaceful spearing on the lake and the Long Lake Chamber of
- counties has not reached the State’s 1983 average. o 'WALLEYE/SAU . Commerce received complimentary media coverage.
. L S ] . o _ : _ o . The Lac du Flambeau Band's proposal to stock off-reservation
- . Comparisons of per capita adjusted gross income . _ o waters signal;h yet another efiort to build cooperation and mitigate
' Comparisen - racism in northeastern Wisconsin, The tribal council also made the
ST . o | with 1987 State Inthe smn_mer_anql fall of 1987 Jack Grey, Survey Conductor forthe decision to release its unused quota on 85 northem lakes so anglers
o U.W. Extension, imeérviewed 1,704 people from area hotels, resorts, 1d catch fish
County 1983 985 1987 AVerage _  and private campgrounds. Mr. Grey concluded that “while 100% of the €09, €ateh more fish, } '
- 'The Bad River and Red Cliff Bands and Cable Arca Chamber of

i o 714 $10,1 ' S visitors could have fished, only 8.3% said it was the main reasonfor the =i . [ y
State Average  $7.602 38 14 stor76 - — trip. Most people go for the scenic beauty or family vacation experi- Commerce’s Fish for the Future undestook one of the most interesting .
Ashland -~ $5092  $5712  $6,618 . -349%  ence,” hesaid. | ;13(‘;' lmzﬂﬂzgfleﬂ:izgp{lg% The t;-gbgasl ffirs;l:lﬂes depgrt;in;ntfs and local -
g L - ' . * . ' B . 3 3 Yo u ¥ ] Sma-m 8 mm e -
Mr. Grey also commented on the issue of spearfishing’s 1mpact. Namlmekan gon, 744,000 eggs from Eau Claire Lakes, and appmximukamly |

Bayficld - - $4.895  $5702 $6,721 = -33.6%  upontourism. Heexplained that surveys could tell where visitors came ; !
o B - : _ from, what attracted them, and how much they spent. “But! can't tell $76:000 cggs from the Pike Lake Chain. These eggs were then -
Bumeit - $4,460 $5248 $6,123  -398% you how many people stayed away from northwoods resorts because of g‘g‘;}’at?d at the Bad River Hatchery using Big Redd Units and at Red -
L . - o the spearfishing controversy. Nobody else can either.” using Heath Trays. Once fry hatched, 400,000 were restocked in
. Forest® $4,067.  $4391  $5000 508% Evelyn Hartlep, Executive Director for the Minocqua Chamber of L:2ke Namekagon with an additional 600,000 provided for Fish for the
won $4017 - $4761  $5.597 4499,  Commerce, asked resort owners about cancellations. The owners said Future regl_mgfpor_lds. While apilot project, this new mitiative provides
L ot ' I " morecancellations were due to the Lyme disease scare Iast summer than mnumnes or increased grass roots cooperation: “This program is
polk 5605 $6.595 58286 .  .18.5% o Spearfishing. o ng a better working relationship of a hard situation,” said Phil
S ACEPER LT - Ttis also important to note that significant changes in Wisconsin's }E?‘sl:';.“sfg“-l:"“'“e' of Lakewoods Lodge on Lake Namekagon and a
. Sawyer = . $6315  $7.066 $8586  -15.6% tourism economy were occurring prior to the Voigt Decision and tribal % q orthe Future member. “This program is enhancing the resource,
| ' e i " exerciseofoff-reservation harvesting rights. This fact was documented Sad Joe Dan Rose, Bad River Tribal Biologist. “When it comes to
Vilas $5.310 $6,039 - $6850  -32.6%  pya 1981 Wisconsin Tourism Industry study which reported, “Resort @iSputes over fishing, it is basically an allocation dispute. The pie is
¥ . : — thae 8Etting cut into smaller pieces. Wha':'fve're doing is saying ‘Lets get

: T - - problems were shown to increase with the age of the resort, Those : A S
» *Wisconsin Department of Revenue, 89-90 Bluc Book appear to be having the most significant problems, however, were buily '08¢ther and make some ?I 5 The Two States of Wisconsin, page 24)
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- management, including fisheries,
wildlife, forestry and enforcement,

‘were featured during the fall re-
- gional workshop co-sponsored by
the Great Lakes Regional Chapter

"ol the Native American Fish and
Wlldhchocmly(NAFWS)andthe
" Minncapolis Arca Office of the

. Bureau ol Indian Affairs (BIA).

About, 150 participants . from

_.northcm midwest tribes attended

- the four day workshop held at the -
-, Oncida Radisson, -Green Bay in
. Sault Ste. Marie, was another sig-

Scptcmbcr

. A hnghhghl of the week was
'.,1hc receipt of a $1000 donation

from the Menominee Tribe to the

- 'NAFWS lobbying and tegal fund-

for the Tribal Tcehmcal ]nvolvc-
‘ment Plan,

According to Patricia Zakovec,
- NAFWS Great Lakes Regional

President, the plan provides a for-
mula fortribal involvement in fed-
eral [unding for natural resources.
Zakovcenoted that the Mcenominee

. ‘I'ribe wasthe firsttribe nationwide.

7 10 make a donation and several
-others have followed.
Dunng the week a blend or

Al aspects of tribal resource

leICS for both panels and- work-
shops addressed issues for both
resource managers and conserva-
tion enforcement personnel. En-
forcement issues, such as cross-
deputization and enforcement acts
were discussed, and prescniations
were provided on forestry plan-
ning, white-1ail deer management,
ruff-grouse and walleye pond cul-
ture, {o cite a few,

. The presentation of the first
annual tribal biologist achievement

award, which was awarded post-

humously 10 Dr. William Eger,

nificant event during the confer-
ence. Eger, who has long served
the Michigan tribes as onc of the
first tribal biologists in the region,
recently passed away and will be
sorcly missed.

The award hasalso bcennamcd
in his memory—the “William H.

Eger Tribal Biologist Achievement -

Award.” The award was accepted
on behalf of the Eger family by
Faith McGruther, Exccutive Ad-.
ministrator of the Chippewa/ Ot-
tawa Treaty Fishery Management:
‘Authority (COTFMA).

Robert Jackson, MOA BIA bi-

' ologist, noted that Eger received

nominations for this award from
COTFMA, the Sault Ste. Marne
Fribe and the Great Lakes Indian
Fish & Wildlifc Commission.
Epcr’s collecagues calicd him a
“bull dog,” Jackson noted. for his
-epacity in defending tribal inter-
csts. Jackson also cited Eger’s in-
volvement in ganing recognition

- and credibility for tribes as man-

agement entitics on the Greal
Lakes.

Other awards included those
from the compcetition shoot held
during the workshop. Conserva-
tion officcrs who took part in the

" shoot were: from Michigan; Ben

Carrick, Bill Bailey, Ronald White,
James Chambers and Terry Car-
rick; and from Minnesota, Pat
Pierre. Officer Ron White was
awafded Top Gun honors with an
average score of 298.

Also cited for their fundrais-
ing success on behalf of NAFWS
were Mike King and Termry Me-
toxin, boih of Oneida. v

The 1991 regional workshop
was set for next fall in Grand Por-
tage, with Dick Hoaglund chairing
the conference committee. :

Both a compet:twe shoot and a4 fun shoot were he!d durmg the Great Lakes Regunal NAFWS/BIA
conference, Oneida Radisson Hotel, this fall. Ahove, competitors in the fun shoot, each assisted by a
trained warden, shoot the firzt round.

- NAFWS to sponsor youth for Earth Train

- ‘I‘wo area you_th, plus two al-

: tematcs were selected bythe Great
. Lakes Regional Chapter of the |
- NAFWS 10 represent the rcglon .

on the 1991 Earth Train, an inter-
nationaf, cnvtmnmemalcducauon
. program. :

- - Sclected fortheslots were John
- Balek and Karlic Barber, both of

Lac Courte Oreilles. . Alternates
~ were Kurt Buffalo, Red Cliff and-

: abroad

Zcke Dlamond, Lac Courte:

‘Oreilles.

- Earth Train is an annual event
designed 1o cncourage youth to
develop greater interest in eco-
logical concemns, according 1o Pa-
tricia Zakovec, NAFWS Regional
President. While the Earth Trainis
being sponsorcd in the United
States this year, it also docs tours.

. NAFWS has atotal of 12 slois
for Indian youth aboard the 1991
Earth Train which will run for 13
days this spring en route from San
Francisco to New York. In New
York the youth will address the
United Nations, and then continue
to Washington, D.C., where they
will meet with President Bush.

Zakovec noted that this will be
the first year that Native American

~ youth will be part ofthis program

- Certificates of completnon were presented to all partuclpanls following succcssful completlon of the
Trzumng Above, Pat Zakovec presents a certll‘ cate to Tribal Conservation Officer, James White.

PN

!

Dr Eart Barlow, aneapol:s Aren OIT' te, Bureau of Indian Aﬂ‘airs, takes aim.
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| 1 st regzonal\tjrwal bzologzst

honored postr ,tmously

- Thc Dr. William H. Eger Family

The Burcau of Indian Affairs and the Nauve Amcncan Fish & Wildlife Socncty arc proud to present
our first anmual tribal biologist achievement award posthumously (o Bill. We have also in his memory
named our annual award the “William H. Eger Tribal Biologist Achievement Award.”

Bill received nominations for this award from the Chippewa/Ottawa Treaty Fishery Managennent
Authority, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe and the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission. His
colleagues called him a “bull dog” for his tenacity in defending tribal intcrests. Bill has been

. instrumental in gaining recognition and credibility fortribes as management entities on the Great Lakes.
He has been at the forefront of change and devclopment in tribal commercial fisheries, tribal
involvement in the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, {ribal-state relations, tribal aquaculture programs
for stocking the Great Lakes and as a member of the Native Peoples Fisheries Commlttce- American

Fisheries Soc:ety

We havc all been privileged to have Bill as a colleague and a fnend He will be sorely mlsscd as
we continue the advancement of Tribal resource managemcnt and protection. :

It is with great honor that Dr. wllham H. Eger is our ﬁrst “William H. Eger Tribal Biologist

. ! .' . .
Burcau of Indian Alfairs

Ji(t\,g 4 (?3 LLVLW\ | _" /) ﬂ&g{;‘/m %é’//b“‘c;f

Area Dircctor ” President

ﬁb%ég&ﬂ
Scetion ChitL4 Fish, Wildlife
and Recreation

Native American Fish & Wildlife Socicty

Great Lakes chtona Dlrcctor

The Great Lakes Reg:onal Chapter of the Natwe Amencan Flsh and Wlldllfe Soelety konored Dr.
William Eger, formerly with the Chlppewa-Ottawa Treaty Fishery Management Authority, for his
outstanding work in biological services to the tribes. The award, presented during the regional
NAFWS/BIA conference at Green Bay, was also named after Dr. Eger who passed away this summer.
Accepting the award on behalf of the Eger family was Faith McGruther, COTFMA executive
administrator. Pictured above are, from theleft: Robert Jackson, biologist, Minneapolis Area Oflice,
BIA; Faith McGruther, COTFMA executive administrator; Patnc:a Zakovec, Presrdent, NAFWS;

and Ed Fairbanks.

Dick Hoagland Grand Portage conservation warden, accompanied by daughter, Heather, accepts an

j award from Kirk Beattie, conservation officer training instructor from UW-Stevens Point, for
topping the class during the six week training session held this summer at Northland College, Ashland,

WI. The training was one of the first regional trainings for conservation officers and was sponsored
through the Native American Flsh & Wildlife Soc:ety, Great Lakes Region.




s L

-.,n.‘_\*'\' 3

Ui ey v

,'":J'l.

i‘a]/\."\‘:

'T"E'I.J' I_.*.'C'& m‘i:l:m"‘"l

.’E_'_.A o ¢ G_.n_:-_.'._.{. P o

.

.

]'lllll[]_lllllllll]llllll!llllellll'll'Illl'lll'l—l

-"\""-""_-""l'}.'.-1"* "'1'3&"" 1‘"{")._115i..1.1‘{_:_13 liuL.L.LLs.J_Ll_LL.LJ.:ITJJ_LllIlilnlllili|nltlllllulil!lllll‘ITllllilllll  SEENUNEESEREEIESNANN BENLD0 NS N

Al adpects of tribal reseuree

Smamagement, including fisheries,
. .nuiItic lorestey and enforeemcnt,
wore [eatured duriny the fall re-

gional warkshop co-sponsored by

the Great Lakes Regional Chapter
of 1he Native American Fish and
Wildiile Socicty (NATWS) and the
CMitineapolis Area Qffice of the
Ilulc.lu ul_ lodia Frirs (BIA).

- About, 150 paruupanla Irom'
Toriliern midwest tribes atiended
the four day workshop held at the
Oneida R.:{Imon C;rcw B‘ly in
“September. '

A hwhhglu of the week was
thie receipt of a $1000 donation
~fromn the Menomince Tribe 10 the
NAFWS lobbying and Tega! fund’
{or the Tribal Techaical Involvc-

Coment Plan,

According to Patricia Zakovec,
NAFWS Great Lakes Regional
~ Fresident, the plan provides a for-

“mula lor tribal involvementin fed-

eral funding for natural resources.
“Zakovecnoted that the Menominee
Tribe wasthe fursttribe nationwide
1o make a donation and scvcml
hers have followed.

- During 'the week a blend of -

wpies for both panels and work -

. shops addressed issues Tor :both

resource managers and conserva-
tion enfercement personnel. En-
forcement issues, such as cross-
deputization and enforcement acts
were discussed, and presentations
were - provided on-forestry plan-
-ping, whitc-tail deer mumagemennt,
“ruff-grouse and walleye pond cul-

. lure, to cile a lew,

The presentation of the first
annuat tribal biolegist achievement
award, which was awarded post-
umously 0 Dr. William Eger,
Sault Ste. Marig, was another sig-
‘nificant ¢vent during the confer-
encg. Eger, who has long served
the Michigan tribes as one of the
first tribal biologists in the region,
recently passed away and will be.
sorcly missed.

The award hasalsobeennamed *
in his memory—tne “William H.

EgerTribal Bictogist Achicvement

Award.” The award was accepted
.on behalf of 1the Eger family by
Ru[h MeGruther, Excecutive Ad-
ministrator of the Chippewa/ O1-

_ tawa Treaty Fishery Management”
Alithority (COTFMA),

'] Robert Jackson, MOA BIA bi-

ol: apist, nnlcd that Eger received
numinations for this award from
COTI-MA, the Sault Ste. Maric
‘Uribe and the Great Lakes Indian
Fish & Wildlife Comngission,
Eger's colleagues caled him a
“hull dog,™ Jackson noted, for his
tenacily in defending tribal intor-
ests. Juckson also cited Eger’s in-
volvemenl in gaining recognition
and credibility for tribes as man-

agement entities on the Great |

Lakes, _

Other awards included those
from -the competition shoot held
during the workshop. Conserva-
tion officers who took part in Lhe
shoot were: from Michigan; Ben
Carrick, Bill Bailey, Ronatd White,
James Chambers and Terry Car-
rick: and from Minnesota, Pat
Pierre, Officer Ron White was
awarded Top Gun honors with an
average score of 298.

Also cited for their Tundrais-
ing success on behalf of NAFWS
were Mike King and Terry Me-
toxin, both of Oneida.

The 1991 regional workshop
was set {or next fail in Grand Por-
tage, with Dick Hoaglund chairing
the conference commitlee.

Buth a competitive sh(mt .md a fun shoot were held during the Great Likes chmnal NAFWS:‘BIA _

conference, Oneida Radisson Hotel, this fall. Above, competitors in the fun shoot, each assisted by a
tmmcri “.il'de!'l, shoot the first round.

Two arc‘z youth, plus two al-

e males were selected by the Great

Lakes Regional Chapier of the
NAFWS 1o sepresent the region

on the 1891 Earth Train, an inter-
- pation al, :,nv:ronmcntalcdumlron
- prugram,

~ Selected forthe slots were Joha
Balck and Karlie Barber, both of
Lac Courte Orcilles. Altemates

" were Kunt Buffalo, Red CIff and

Zeke Diamond, Lac Courte
Oreilles. '

. Earth Train is an annual! event
designed to cncourage youth to
develop greater inicrest in eco-
logical concems, according {0 Pa-
tricia Zakovee, NAFWS Regional
President.- Whilc the Earth Trainis
being sponsored in the United
States this year, it also {l()bb tours
abro.id

- NAFWS to sponsor youth for Earth Train

NAFWS has atotal of 12 slots
for Indian youth aboard the 1691
Earth Train which will run for 13
days this spring cn route fromn San
Francisco 1o New York., In New
Yotk the youth will address the

United Nations, and then continue

to Washington, D.C., where they

will meet with President Bush,
Zakovee noted that this will be

the first year that Native American

- youth will be part ofthis program

Lcrtui‘ cates oi‘ Lomplumn were presented to all parl:upants foilowmg suuc‘;sful completion of thc

@ﬂg 5\.‘!‘» k‘ £

Training. Abuve, Pat Zakovec presents a certificate to Tribal Conservation Officer, Jumes White.

Dr. Far) lmrlow, ancapolm Arc.a Ol‘ﬁw Burcau of lnd:.m Af’faqu, t.lkes aim.

regwnal trammg

¢

] Ist regional tnbal bzologzst

~ honored posthumously

)

The Dr, William H. Eger Family

The Burchu of Indian Affairs and the Native American Fish & Wildlife Socicty are proud to present
. our first annual tribal biologist achicvement award posthumously to Bill. We have also in his memory
named our annual award the “William H. Eger Tribal Biologist Achicvement Award.”

Bill received nominations for this award from the Chippewa/Ontawa Treaty Fishery Management
Authority, Sault Sie. Maric Tribe and the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission. His
colleagues called him a “bull dog™ for his tenacity in defending tribal interests.  Bill has been

instrumental in gaining recognilion and credibility for tribes as managemententitics on the Great Lakes.
He has been at the forefront of change and development in tnibal commercial fisheries, tribal
involvement in the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, tribal-state relations, tribal aquaculture programs
for stocking the Great Lakes and as a member of the Native Pcoplcq F sheries Committee- American-

Flshcncs Society.

. K

We have all been privileged to have Bill as a colleague and a friend. He will be sorely mlsscd as
we continue (he ddvanccmcm of Tribal resource management and protection.

It is with great honor that Dr. William H. Eger is our first *William H Eger Tribal Biologist

Burcau of Indian Affairs

_ﬁ G««? 4 . FB C‘L-V[;ib‘-; _,\n

Arca Director

ﬁo@ag

Seetion Chitf.4 Fish, Wildlife
and Recreation '

Native American Fish & Wildlife Socicty

2’7/7’(.4&# yiZ /04 é’;!f"c:/

President

- r;__-

.

Great Lakes RLg:ona(Dlrcctor =

The Gre.ll L.:kes Regnonal Chaptcr of the Natwe American Fish and Wnldl:fc Socicty honored Dr. :
‘'William Eger, formerly with the Chippewa-Ottawa Treaty Fishery Management Authority, for his
outstanding work in biological services to the tribes. The award, presented during the regional
NAFWS/BIA conference at Green Bay, was also named after Dr, Eger who passcd away this summer,
Accepting the award on behalf of the Eger family was Faith McGruther, COTFMA executive
administrator. Pictured above are, fromtheleft: Robert Jackson, biologist, Minneapolis Area Office,
BIA; Faith McGruther, COTFMA exccutive administrator; Patr:cm Zakovcc, President, NAFWS

and Ed Fairbanks.

Dick Hoagland, Grand Poitage conservation warden, acmmp.lmcd by daughter, Heather, acceptsan

-award from Kirk Beattie, conservation officer training instructor from UW-, Stevens Point, for

toppingthe class during s the six week training session held this summerat Northland College, Ashland '
WI. The training was one of the first regional trainings for conservation officers and was sponsored
through the Native American Fish & Wildlife Society, Great Lakes Regmn
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A Chippewa clder from thé
Lac du Flambeau Reservation re-
turned on Friday, August 10 from
-atrp to West Germany and Swit-
zerland, where she addressed the
Wisconsintreaty rights controversy
to European support groups and a
‘United Nations hcaring.

Dorothy Thoms, a member of
the Wa-Swa-Gon Treaty Associa-
tion, spoke to special hcanngs of
the United Nations in Gcncva
Switzerland, on August 2. The
United Nations Working Groupon
Indigenous Peoples has held annual
hearings on the rights of American
Indians and other native pcoples

. since 1977. Thoms spoke to the
- U.N. hearing committee on the

history of the Chippewa treatics,
racism and violence during all the
spearfishing seasons, other treaty-

- telated harvesting issucs, and

mining plans in ceded territory.
Thoms said upon her retum, “The
eyes and cars of the world are now
on Wisconsin, It is being noticed
in the United Nations that” Wis-
consin is not fully protccting the
rights of its original peoples, and
has even violated our human rights
and sovercign rights.”

- Also speaking at the United

- Nations hearings were indigenous

peoples from around the U.S.,

~Canada/Qucbec, eight Latin

American nations, New Zealand,
Malaysia, and the Soviet Union.

Thoms said, “Everybody was in-

terested in hearing about Wiscon-
sin, and mentioned how similar
many things were with their situa-
tion. The New Zealand Maoris, for
instance, are also defending their

treaty spearfishing rights, and many
-pthers are fighting mines.”

On July 23-27, Thoms had at-
tended the Sixth European Meet-
ing of North Amcrican Indian
Support Groups in Munich, West
Germany, where she spoke to over
100 pro-Indian activists from
around Europc. She observed,
*“How can other nations expect the
United States to keep treatics with
them, when it hasn’t kept most of
the treatics with Indian people at

- home?”

A strong Indian suppost net-
work has grownin Europe over the
pasttwodecadcs, including groups
with hundreds or thousands of
members. The Midwest Treaty
Network scnt articles 10 these
groups about the infringement of
Wisconsin Chippewa treaty righis
by protesters and state officials. In
the week before the 1990 Spring
spearfishing scason, foreign sup-
port groups held events supporting
Chippewa treaty rights, effective
security for the spearfishers, and
protection of the Northem Wis-
consin environment. Rallics were

held at the U.S. embassies in Vi-

cnna, Austria (drawing 100 Aus-
trians); London; England; and Oslo,

Norway. Events were also held at

[1.S. consulatcs in Montreal and
Toronto, Canada.

Also, GovemorThompson was
sent over 200 letters of concern
and 400 petition signatures from at
least 16 countries. They were sent
by Indian support groups in Hol-
land, Sweden, Switzerland, Bel-
gium, and Westand East Genmany,

.and pro-democracy groups in

Treaty Network, sinceits founding

LT Y YT XA

‘Chippewa visits European support . .
groups, addresses United Nations "

Hungary and Soviet Union. Let-
ters also came from Northern fre-
land, Australia, and the Philippines;
and drawings about Chippewa
spearfishing came from 30 Italian
schoolchildren. Some of the writ-
ers linked their governments’ cco-
nomiccooperation with Wisconsin
to the prolection of Wisconsin In-
dian treaty rights. The Wisconsin
siwation was brought 1o the atien-
tion of U.S. ambassadors, {oreign
ministrics, national radionctworks,
and newspapers in six languagces.
(Many of the letters and drawings
arc presently on public exhibit at
the Lac Courte Oreilles Reserva-
tion.) ¢

Thoms is not the f{irst
Chippewa treaty supporter Lo visit
Euvrope. The Indian Summer cul-
tural festival last year drew some
Chippewa 1o Stotigart, West Ger-
many. This past May, Lac Courte
Orcilles Chairman Gaiashkibos
attended a London sharchoiders’
meeting of Rio Tinto Zine, the
world’s largest mining company,
whose Kennecott subsidiary wants
to open a mine near Ladysmith.
Gaiashkibos stated that the treaties
ar¢ alegal tool to protect the habitat
of fish, wild rice, and other
Northern resources they guarantee
to the Chippewa. (See mining is-
sues on page 13}

Thoms has been active in the
Wa-Swa-Gon Treaty Association,
a member group of the Midwest

in carly 1988. She participated in
treaty-backed gill netting on Lake
Minocqua in June 1989, and also
led the last leg of a pro-treaty walk
to the State Capitol in Madison.

initiating these racist atiacks;

. MOVED BY:

WHEREAS Ind:gcnous Surv:val International (ISI} has had no contact withor the participation
of any indigenous people in the lower (48) United States; and

"WHEREAS ISI had intended to invite representatives from the Anishinabe Nation (Chippewa)
: of Northern Wisconsin; and

- WHEREAS the Chippewa of Northern Wisconsin have been faced with racist attacks for .
-simply spear fishing and netting, which is their treaty right; and

WHEREAS the seriousness of these attacks is compoundcd by the fact that private organiza-
tions such as “Protect Americans’ Rights and Rcsourccs and “Stop Treaty Abuse” have been .

- BEIT RESOLVED THAT Ilns Asscmbly strongly condemns these racist actions and that ISI
- stands in solidarity with the Chippewa of lewnsm and invites the indigenous people of Wisconsin
to the next ISI Annual Assembly. S

Randy Kapaahes:l A/chief, Nocreebec, Moosc F actory, Ontario

GECONDED BY: Bob Polasky, Director, Subsistence and Natural Resources, Rural Alaska
Community Action Program, Inc Anchomgc Alaska

an imtervm Board was sclected.
Seven memitxrs plus three more
mcmbers who are Chapter Chair-
persons make up the interim ten
member Board. These ten people
are also named on the Articles of
Incorporatign for HONOR. The
Boeard expansion reflects a repre-
scenitation of men and women (five
of cach), peopie rom other slates
(three stities are now represened),
Chupter orgunizers and members
(four are Chapler Chairpersons)
and Indian and non-Indian (three

Sadie Martm, Lac Vieux Desert, a youthful runner who has parttc:pated in several long distance

solidarity runs,

mcmlw;.%s are Nulive American.)

By Dave Denomie
Midwest 'I rc'ilv NLl\mrk

Last month in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, the Greens passed a
Nutionat statement of Support for
Native Amencan Freaty Riphtsand
astatement opposing mining inthe
Great Lakes region.

The statementon Treaty Rights
was writien by Rick Whaley and
Penny Urben who are members of
the Milwaukee Greens and the
Witness for Non-Violence, It
strongly supporls the effarts of in-

Licutenant Richard Qcm.t‘;ky

Atthe Julymeetingof HONOR

F o™

Officers chosen at the Board -~

meeting are Sue Erickson, Secre-
tary; Larry Balber, Treasurer; Ed
Gray, Second Vice President; Fa-
ther James Dolan, First Vice
President; and Sharon Metz, Presi-
dent. Officers are from Wiscon-
sin, withthe exception of Ed Gray,
from Michigan, Othermembers of
the Board are Rev. Warren Behling,
Medford, WI; Sandi Cianciulli,
Philadelphia, PA; Rosemary Rob-
inson, Milwaukee, WI; Nick
VanderPuy, Eagle River, WI; and
Margaret Cameron, Chippewa
Falls, WI. '

digenous people nationwide to ex-
ercise treaty rights, preserve and
revitalize cultural traditions, and
devclopeconomicsclf-sufficiency.
Dave Denomie of the Milwaukee
Witness presented the statement
and talked with thosc attending
about the background of the trea-
tics and the struggle against those
who would do away with them.
The statement was adopted with-
out opposition,

The Statement opposing min-
ing was presented by Ellen Smith

of the Milwaukee Greens. She

slrcsscd the importance of protect-

mww”*wwm““*“ﬂ o e
Treaty support groups active ¢ hrough summer

The "Spirit Tree” at Grand Portage, MN grows out of the rocky shoreline. The Tree hasIong been
a symbol of the spiritual strength and endurance of the Amshmabe people.

HONOR board of directors meets
in Milwaukee and elects new officers

The Board worked for several
hours incorporating the By-Law
changes and reviewing the docu-
ment in preparation for filing for
the IRS tax number, In addition,
the Board set polities on handling,
requests that HONOR receives for
financial assistance, and a travel
policy for Board members. Min-
utes of board meetings are available
from the HONOR office. The of-

fice address is 2647 N. Stowell _

Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53211,

{Reprinted with permission
from HONOR Digest, October
1990 edition.)

Resolutions pass at conference

ing the water in the Great Lakes
region which is estimated to pos-
sess one-quarter of the world’s
freshwater supply and is already

seriously endangered by pollution -

from other sources.
Attormey Waring Fincke ofthe
Greens stressed the importance of

this support in light of upcoming

hearings in Ladysmith on the pro-
posed Exxon mine site 140 feet
from the Flambeau River. This
statement was also adopted with-
out opposition.

(Reprinted from the Mtd‘w&ﬂ
Treaty Network Messenger.)

Pr.u. tica! experience inn search and seizure methnds was parl of eighty hours of in-service training
provided by Professor Kirk Beattie of UW-Stevens Point. Abnve Ken Rusk gets a chance to tie up
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'Long-dzstance Run seeks peace, spmtual healmg

: N o ﬂ'” hE

The Run was a run for peacc—bo:h in communities and in indi- A _ : o BE i
- vidual spirits—for Indian and non-Indian alike. The effort required in - : P - o e : :
the long-distance relay symbolizes the effort and perseverancc neces- |
,Sary to transmit the message of peace, acceptance, unity, and personal
- renewal in a world riddled with conflict and despair.
The Second Annual Anishinabe Spiritual Relay took off followmg
 spiritual ceremonies at the Bear River Pow-Wow Grounds in Lac du-
- glambcau and arrived a week later at the Lac Courte Orctllcs Pipestone
uarry.
. Runners, carrying aneagle staff the entire dxstancc, followed a path
which united eight Chippewa Bands and three states.

. Over 800 miles were covered by the core team runners'in an effort
to both forge solidarity between tribes and communities and to seek
spiritual heating in the aftermath of the 1991 spring spearing season,

_ The respective reservations welcomed runners with feasts, ceremo-

nies, accommodations and relief runners. As'cach reservation was

. passed an Eagle feather was added to staff carried by the munners.
" Reservations included Lac du Flambeau, Mole Lake, Lac View Desert,

. Keweenaw Bay, Bad chr Red Cliff, St. Croix and Lac Courte

" Oreilles.

The distance covercd by the team relay could not have been done
alone, nor can one alone succeed in a reach for peace. It requires ateam
_and commitment to a goal.
o As fatigued runners handed the staffto fresh teammaies, they knew
" it would be carricd foreword towards the goal in good spirit. As others

-joined along the way, the work was made casier, the goal more
+ - accessible, and people were drawn together in purpose.

. Amd though the relay siopped at Lac Courte Oreilles, it will never
stop in the spirit of those touched and joined through effort. The spirit
of the Run will continue around and its circuitous course will grow

wider, its path longer, the spirit stronger.
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Long-dzstance Run eeks peace, prztal keall(flg

~“The Run was a run for pcaccwholh in communitics and in indi-

v1dual spirits—for Indian and non-Indian alike. The effort required in
the long-distance relay symbolizes the effon and perseverance neces-
sary o transmit the message of peace, acceptance, unity, and personal
- renewal in a world riddled with conflict and despair.

The Second Annual Anishinabe Spiritual Relay took off followmg
spiritual cercmonics at the Bear River Pow-Wow Grounds in Lac du
glambcau and arrived a week later at the Lac Courte Orcﬂlcs Plpcstonc

varry

Runners, carrying an caglc slaff the entire dlslancc followed a path

~“which united eight Chippewa Bands and three states.

Over 800 miles were covered by the core tearn runners in an cfl"on
to both forge solidarity beiween tribes and communities -and to seck
spiritval healing in the aftermath of the 1991 spring spearing scason.

The respective reservations welcomed runners with feasts, ceremo-
nies, accommodations-and relicf runners. As each reservation was
" passed an Eagle feather was added to staff carricd by the runners.
‘Reservations included Lac du Flambeau, Mole Lake, Lac View Desert,

Keweenaw Bay, .Bad River,. Red Cliff, St. Croix and Lac Courte

- Oreilles,

The distance covered by the team relay could not have been donc
alone, nor can onc alone succeed in a reach for pcacc- Itrequires atcam
and commitment 10 a goal.

As fatigued runners handed the staffto frcsh tcammatcs, they knew
it would be carried foreword towards the goal in good spirit. As others
Joined along the way, the work was made casier, the goal more
_ accessible, and people were drawn together in purpose.

And though the retay stopped at Lac Courte Oreilles, it will-never
stop in the spirit of those touched and joined through effort. The spirit
of the Run will continue around and its circuitous course will grow
wider, its path Ion;_,cr the spml strongcr.
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The 1 990 spearﬁshmg season in review

. A roundup of figures that relate
totribalharvest follow below. This
essentially tefls the whole story of

the real Chippewa spearfishing |

scason. Unfortunately, the storyis

complicated by a web of other -

“events and actors which, while in-

+ . cidental to the treaty fish harvest,
- complicate andmake-up thedrama
. ofthe scasonasitisexercised.

. The Chappewa spearl" sh-

-, ing season :
Thefigures wereupforthe 1990

 Aneditorial analysis
Facts and flgures Qf spearflsmg

spearfishingseasonwhichranfrom.. -

April 10 throughMay S, providing

atotal of about 3 1/2 weeks of ac- |

tive spearfishing,

Within that time a total of -

b 25,348 walleye weretakenand303 . .

muskellunge by members of the . .
" seven Ch:ppewambesﬂlatparucl— Lo

pated.

- 73% of the walleye taken were
sexed. Ofthose79.4% weremale,
12.7%
known.

- Omerspecnesofﬁshharvested -

* during the spearfishing seasonin-

d  cluded; 167 largemouth bass, 49 -
. smallmouth bass, 87 crappie, 34 -
- northeri pike, 72 suckeraswellas -

‘smallnumbers of other species.

As in previous years, the

spearfishing season was regulated
under codes which set size limits

"~ and numbers on the fish taken. In-

. dianspearfishermenwere required
- -toobtainnightly permitsinorderto
spear. The permit system controls
thenumberofspearersoneachlake
_ somatthelakecarmotbeharvesled
--overthequota, -
Tnbalmemberswereallowedm
 speartwo walleyeover 20"nightly.

-female and 7. 9% un-

Embarking for a night of spearfishing, this fisherman salutesthe crowd on the Iandmg

This included one of any size and
one between 20"-24", The size
limit,itself,isafactorinthe prepon-
derance of male fishharvested.

. Wardens as well as creel clerks

from the Great Lakes Indian Fish
and Wildlife Commission

(GLIFWC) attended each
spearfishing landing in order to
monitor the caich.

This included checking and is-
suingpermits, as wetl asmonitoring
the harvest of each tribal spearer.
Each spearer s catch was counted

onthelanding (oronthelakeifland-
ingconditions werenot amenable)
sexed and measured.
Citations for violation of
spearfishingcodeswerealsoissued
onthe landings. 49 citations were

- issued by GLIFWC wardens for

Media'nlotés o

racism/
violence

the racist remarks and ugly tones
whichmarred spring spearingonce
again this year. Excerpts from ar-
ticles appearing in papers through-
out the state which note such inci-

N dents follow below. The excerpts

violationoftribalordinancesduring
the 1990 season. Those citations
will be heard in tribal courts.

A detailed report of the inland
fishery harvest will be completed
following the fall harves: and will
be available upon request. -

Masked racism, muted violence

‘characterize 1990 spear season
Trealy rights remainin jeopardy R

Intenswe armed guard on land-
ings used by tribal fishermen in
Wisconsin and on the water where
they fish remained necessary
throughout the 1990 spring spear-
ing season in order to assure the
- safetyof Chippewapeopleexercis:.
. ingtheirlegal, treaty right to fish,

This shouldnotbeanacoeplable
sntuauon -

The threats as well as-acts of

" violence and racism and deliberate

. measures taken to impede tribal
- fishing require the state to spend
$500,000in order to allow Indians
toharvesi fish.

. Thisshouldnotbeanacceptable .

- gituation. -

- However, theseasonwasgener-

Y A R HREY W R Sl 3 .
The violent sentimentsof this protestorisrefelectedin hisshirt.

a]lybllled as“moresubdued”asthe
state and communities sought to
escape the image of “red necked,
racist” Wisconsinprovoked by last
year's hostilities. Indeed, the anti-
Indian protesters were a litile more

-discreet this year, but the hate as

wellasthedirectimpedimenttofree

-exercise of alegal right held by a’
" minority remained despite efforts

nottoappearracist. -

This should not be an accept-
able sitwation,

The spring spearing season
came and left Wisconsin like a .
whirlwind. Muchiike preparing for
a storm massive efforts were made
on the part of tribes, tribal fisher-

men, treaty support groups, politi-

cians, the media, law enfomemem

agencies, the Wisconsin Depart- -

ment of Natural Resources
(WDNR), GLIFWC, and anti-
treaty organizationsinorderto face
asituation which threatened vio-
lence and social disruption. How-
ever,the afiermathoftheseasonhas
been ignored, particularly in ad-
dressingissuesrelated toracism and
civilrights,

Thisshouldnotbe anacceptable
simation.

The state held its breath nightly
from April 10 through May 5 as
Chippewa tribal fishermen ven-

‘tared out on to darkened lakes to

exercise their rights under heavy
guard bothon land and water, hop-
ing thatnothing too ugly or violent
would occur.

This shouldnotbeanacoeptable
siteation, .

- Adeepsighofreliefcameasthe
season came to a close without in-
jury and with the appearance of a
relative calm inthe north.

The image of the North was not
as deeplytaintedbytheanticsofthe

protesters as in 1990. The black

smearofracismand violenceacross
the face of Wisconsin in 1989 was
more like asmudge in 1990,

_ Thisshouldnotbeanacceptable
situation,

With that as a partial success
story, the spearing season and the
controversy were put to bed as ev-
eryone gladly retumed 1o the busi-
ngss of the day and life asnormal.

However,muchwhichoccurred
duringtheseasonwasunacceptable
interms of social justice. The vio-
lence remained. Tribal members
werestllhitbyrocks,beercans,and

shots were fired at them. Tribal

spearfishemmen were still harassed

bywakesofboats anduglylauntson

the water.
The situation remained to be
menacing and disruptive through-

outthe seasorn.

Thefreeexerciseoftreatyrights
without intensive armed guard
nightly remains impossible. This
should not bé an acceptable situ-
ationin Wisconsinandshouldchal-
lengecitizens tocontinue tolook at
issues relating to civil rights in this
state.

are directly quoted with astribution
to writers, papers and dates.

'VOIR—TheIndians.
“Those two words are repeated

whether it’s in small talk among
protesters or the taunts and jeers
shoutedatthe Chippewaspearfish-
ers.

*“The Indians this. The Indians
that. _ :
“There are Indian jokes and

areon welfare, that they’re bums.

“No matter how many people
show up at the landings to quietly

give Chippewa unequal rights, it’s

shouts that ring through the cold,
night air.”

Herald, April 19, 1990
000000000000

BIG EAU PLEINE RESER-

often when crowds of people'show
. upat spearﬁshing boat landings, :

Robert Imrie, Wausau Daily

Many joemalisle pickedupon

constant inferences that all Indians

protest that 19th century treaties ~
the angry anfi-Indian gestures and - |

“Rocks thrown from shore

caused Chippewa Indians in one
boat 10 leave anorthem Wisconsin

lake during Tuesday méht $ pro- -

ﬁesisoftnbalﬁslungono rescrva-
tionlakes,”
Associated Press story, Racine
Journal Times, April 25, 1990

“Protesiers could be heard

screaming ‘Beatthe__outofthem.’

- Ron Seeley & Susan Lampert
Smith, Wisconsin State Journal, .

April22, 1990

000000000000
* “Meanwhile, there were
spearfishers with 12 permits were

reports
that three boats of Chippewa: -

pelted with rocks as they passed

through the narrows between the
landing and the main body of the
1,200-acre lake. (Referenceto Star
Lake)

April 32, 1990
oooooooooc)oo |

Early in the evening, a Lac du
Flambeau woman was stranded
among the treaty protesters. The
protesters Ioudly ridicnled Anita
Thoms Koser as she made her way

outofthe crowd to rejoin the treaty -

supporters.

. Ron Seely & Susan Lamperr C
Smith, Wisconsin Srare.!aumal L

Danielle Mueller, a member of '

StopTreaty Abuse, movedtowithin
inches of Koser’s face and

screamed atherthatsheshouldbuy -

aSTA hatand button.
“‘Don’tyouhaveadollar?’ one

| protesterscreamed..

*>*The only place she has adol-
laris in a bar for a beer,” another
yelled :
‘Hey, Tubby, lose some
weight,” anotherman screamed.

“Other northern residents

watched silently as the Chippewa |

started tolaunch theirboats.

s

Ron Seely & Susan Lamper |

Smith, Wisconsin State J’ouma:‘
April 22,1990

000000000000
*“Eight boats of pfutesters were

near Chippewa spearer’s boats on

thelake.
Thepmtestembehevemey hin-
der spearing by rocking the water
withtheirboats,”
James B. Nelson & Gearge

23,1990
-oooooooooo"bo

““How do you | feel about bemg
theonly people raping the environ-

‘Srardey.M:hvaukeeSenﬂnei April

ment on Earth Day?*** a protester -

- shouted as the first boat of Indians

Part of the new image, a musky ona spear replaced the Indian head on a spear from 1989. Apparently entered the lake.
this protester was perturbed becausethe Indianhead on a spear was considered racist.

(SeeMedianotes, page 14)
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Is thlsa free exercise of a legal rlgh ?

A night out spearﬁshmg

f Jobe Smith and Vinge St. Ger- .

‘maine obtained permits from the
LacduFlambeau (lLdF) Tribetofish

Eagle Lake on April 25th. -Eagle

- Lake is connected to Catfish Lake
wherethe majorityof LacduFlam-
‘beau fishermen had permils forthe

j evening.

No launching was permitted on
" Eagle Lake Landings, so Jobe and
_ Vince, plahnedtolaunchatthe Cat-
ﬁshl.akelandmg. wherethenormal

" contingericy of enforcement se-

. curedthe area.

LdF fishermen motorcaded to -

the landing, a precaution taken be-

"+ cause some fishermen have been ~ §

* . harassed on the highways in other
* years. Theyarrivedabout 7:30p.m.
" -and weremetby aline-upofprotest-
- crs as well as enforcement person-

‘nelatthe accesstothelong, narrow

landmg

Eachvcluclelssloppedfonden- ‘

* tification prior to being admitted
withtheirboats andcqmpmentomo
~ thelanding site.
. One of the women spearers.
" GoldieLarsonsaidthatassherolled
- down her car window to show her
_ '_ -identification, AlSqik,STA,leaned
- into the window with his bullhom
. andscreamed something inherear.
- Irwassoloud,ithurtherear.
' Once through the first check-
* -point, tribalmembershadtolaunch
theirboats,onebyone. - ..
- Meanwhile the waterfront was
filled with about 22 protester boats
... decked with signs and American
", flags and filled withpeople harass-
* ing the Indians as they neared the

' waterfront. Theyhad armivedearly .

in the: evening to await tribal

"+ spearfishermen. The intent wasto

- block accesstothelake.

Once the boats were launched, -

: tribal members were required to

" drive their vehicles about 10 miles-

backtothe Eagle RiverCourthonse
" whereenforcementhad determined

secure parking would be available.

~ Indianfishermen were not allowed

. to leave their vehlcles on the land-

" ings. '

wait forall boatstobelaunched and
borrow a vehicle in order to return
- from parking their cars.

It was about 10 p.m. before !he
- spearers were ready to setout fora

- night’s fishing. However, the wa-

* terway in front of the landing was
still being barricaded by the boats
full of hostile protesters.
"Next, the WDNR wardens had
to intervene and force protester
. boatstomovebackinordertoallow
© the Chippéwaaccesstothelake.,
Several protesters refused tobe
 moved at which time the WDNR
- began making arrests under the
" harassment law. :
- Oneprotester resisted arrestand
. jumped into the lake, A chase and
scuffle throngh the shallow waters
ensued until the DNR wardens
" nabbed the guy. Co
~ About 10:30 p.m., ‘three hours
~after arriving atthe landmg. spear-
‘ers were able to go onto the lake in
_ the midst of WDNR and protesters
boats, catcalls, wakes, ohscenities
and the usual.
~ Jobeand Vincent,however, had
to motor about 40 acres across Cat-
" fishLake and throunghachannelinto

This required the t" shcnnen o

l|“".
- "b|“
L]

......

F:xmga shorn pinon the oulboard Lac du Flambeau spearers, Jobe Smnth and Vincent St. Germaine usethe Ilght ofa spearing helmet.

spearing.

Their boat ann one other mo-
tored through the dark followed by
a WDNR escort.

They were halted once prior to -

passing under a bridge so that en-

forcement on land could clearthe

‘bridge of several hecklers wailing
above.

It was about 11:15 p.m. when
Jobe finally began to spear, almost
fourhomsaﬁeramvmg attheland-
ing. Fortunately, the hecklers’

- boats opied to stay with the fisher-
men on Catfish Lake, so the two
tribal boatsonEagle Lake wereable
tofishwithoutthe rancousjeersand

Eagle Lake (because enforcement  wakes from harassers’ boats.

would not secure another landing) -

Eachspearercouldiake 24 wall-

. before they could actually start eyeaccordingtotheirpermits. And

that’s what Jobe and Vincent took
as they quietly patrolled the shal-
lowsofEagleLake,stoppingocca-
sionally to count up and check that
the limit wasn’tbeing exceeded.
Once 48 walleye were har-

vestedas well as one musky, the '

fishermen beganto head forhome,
Butadeadhead obstrucied progress
asitsheered apinonthe prop.
Vincent poled the boat to the
shoreline where Jobe found a seat
on a protruding tree trunk and the
two tended to the task of replacing
the pin. The repairs went quickly
andtheyheadedouttothe middle of
the laketoward Catfish Lake. :
About midlake two WDNR
boats spun up to each side of the
fi s]ungcraﬁwnhﬂ ghts beamn-

mg in on the boats. “Let’s see the
fish,” WDNR wardens called as
they sidled up to the Indian's craft.

Flashlights from both sides of
theboatbeamed towardsthe boat’s
bottom where the catch lay. Four
wardens peered anxiously in at the
catch.

Then they were on their way
again.

A few catcalls and one “boom-
ing"explosionwere heardoutofthe
dark shorclineonthe trekhome, but
the bridge was clear and protesters
as well as other fishermen had left.
Itwas2:45am. astheboatpu]ledup

at the landing site where
GLIFWC'screel clerk and wandens
waited to count and measure the
catch.
" Then,of coume. the ﬁshennen
needed to be transported the ten

miles to Eagle Riverinorder to re-

trieve their vehicle from the only
secure parking area available and
returntothe landing fortheirboat.
That'swhatittook fortwotribal
fishermento catchthelr48 walleye

_inanight,

It’sdifficulttoperceivethisasan
unobstructed exercise of a legal
right,

- Media notes

(Connnuedframpage 13)
Amuskrat ahead of the spearers

. swam infrantic circles among the

seven protest boats. It ducked its

_head under water as whistles and

homs sounded from shore.
Protestersshouted angry, vulgar
words at Indians.”
James B. Nelson & George
Stanfey.deaukeeSemmef April
23,1990 i

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢6¢¢¢¢6

“Chippewa spectators again
brought a drum to the landing to

" - singtraditional songs.

Stop Treaty Abusc-Wisconsin
members blew whistles and -
chahted obscemucs to disrupt the
songs.”

MaryJoK. ewley WausauDaily

Herald, April 20, 1990

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢

“Chippewa spearers encoun-
tered their worst night of interfer-
ence of the year when protests
turmned ugly on.North Twin Lake
Tuesday. ~ -

“Rocks were thrawn from the
woods at Lac du Flambeau spear-
ers, tribal members said. Tom
Maulson saidhe felt so intimidated
by the vehemence of the protests
thatheinterrupted his spearing and
complained about the treatment.

"Onespearer,LeonC. Vallierof -
LacduFlambeau, said hewashitin
thehead by astone.”

Maurice D. Wozniak, Milwau- . .

- keeJournal,April 25, 1990

4000000000000

“At North Twirt:sexual and ra-
cial taunts from a crowd estimated
at 150t0200people werethe order
oftheevening. ..

-Onthe water. tnbal members
smdpmtes!crsdmvevnﬂunzow 30
feet of the spearing boats and in-

. - £ ',f. -
TFribal ‘membérs cgﬁurp‘lamed

that wardens allowed the harass- - -

menttocontinueeventhoughrock-
throwerswerepointed out, andpro-
test boats were withinlessthan 100
feet,theclosest approachpermitted
underthe newly passed humerhar—
assmentlaw.” _
Maurice D. Wozniak, Mzbvau—

keeJournal, Aprii25,1990

POV OGOOOOOd

. *“Abomb squad searched the . -
areaaround PelicanLakeinOneida

County Thursday night aftera

Wausautelevisionstation received

atelephoned bomb threat aimed at -
Chippewa spearfishing.” _
UPI story, Kenosha New, Apn! :
13,1990 2 o

-¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢§¢.

“Qut of a crowd of maybe 40
spectators,only afew wercloudand
crude, bugthiey stoodout.

“*“Nice truck for being on wel-
fare,” one apparently incbriated
man yelled. Tumingto afriend, he
suggested, **"We ought to cut his.
braidoff.” -

“*One shot would take care of -
this. A load of bickshot, is all,” the
friend replied.” '

Dan Allegretti, The Capital
Times, April 14, 1990

200000000004
“A protester stood steadily by-
Mary (aChippewa woman), blow- - -

ing his whistle in herearinacon- °
tinuous shrill blast. ‘Aren’t you

% afraid that you are going to perma-

nently damage her ear,” a treaty
supporter quietly asked the man,
“Well, yes, limpe s0,” the man re-
plied.

“Later, another protester'
pointed a can of mace in Mary’s

face. Hewas, Marysaid, ‘escorted” - ax

awaybypolice.”
Janean Marti, Eau Cia;re
Leader-Telegram, April 21,1990 .

PPL000000000

“One sign that popped out of a
crowd of about 30 protesters atthe
Big Eau Pleme Reservoir near

Momnee'l‘uesday nightread ‘Top

bad Custerranoutofbullets, *aref-
erence to the Battle of the Little

* Bighorn in which Sioux Indians

killed Geri. George Arm strong
Custer in1876.”
Robertimrie, AssociatedPress,

Countmg thecatch, Jobe Swnith (forward) and Vmcent St. Germame, LdF spearers, makesuretheydo vincent St. Germaine cleans ]“s catch of walleye the following Sheboygan Press, April 19, 1990

_ notexceed the timt.

A

mornmg

(SeeMedmno!es page !8)




Treaty support and solidarity win

The powerof the Drum wasevi-

. dentat many spearfishing landings
. and was probably one of the most
. significant forms of support and
. unification for spearers and treaty

- . supporters. .

AIM, as well as several tribes,
carmied their Drumstolandings,and
the sound and the song had an un-

_canny ability to diminish, or even

totally quiet, the protesters while it

_rang reassurance and pride into the .
hearts of supporters. It wasasong
- 'with a spirit that could not and was

_nowanqui_shcd(hroughoutmc sea-

- son. -

Despite attempts 10 mock,

. mimicand outdothe Drum by frus- -

trated hecklers—the beatandsong -
‘remained steady, strong and unde-

- terred. Whistles could not drown

the Drum; cheersand jeerscouldnot
drownthe Drum; othermock drums
could not drown the Drum; bull-
homs could not drown the Drum.
Trite, taunting rhymes were tinny,

= insignificant sound from babbling

idiotsasthestrong, spiritual tenorof -
the. Drum and the traditional songs

- filled the airin natural, mellow and

an all-encompassing way.
- That support was strong, sure,

" comforting, consistent and obvi-

.., ous. -

Support frommany -

-people, places: o
_It’s not easy to ignore taunts,

jeers and insults on a nightly basis,

" but the power to rise above the acts

of ant ugly crowd also grows when

" supportisknown,

" Treaty support, in a variety of
forms, provided aspirituatsirength
forspeareisthatheld. Supportcame
in the form of rallies in various
communities, prayer vigils in
.churches, fasts and prayers among
traditional people, presence onthe
landings as witnesses, marathon

* Laura Maulson (left) and (_:Iha;rlot_teHockin'gs wait for thereturn ofthe spearfishermen.

Austrians join in pro-treaty-rights dem

by Peter Schwarzbauer
Vienna, Austria

. - Vienna, Austria, Eurppe:
‘Around 100 people demonstrated
forU.S.-Indiantreaty rightsand for
- the protectionof Wisconsin Indian
spearfishers on Friday, April 6, in

. Vienna.

The demonstration, organized
by the Association for Endangered
Peoples-Ausiria(AEPA), startedat

. 4 p.m. and lead from the Vienna

Inner City Congress Center to the
US-Embassy. Thedate waschosen
" because the Midwest Treaty Net-
work (acoalitionof Indianandnon-
~ Indian pro-treaty supporiers) had
designated April 7, 1990 as the

. International DayofSupportforthe

Indians of Wisconsin.
.- Theintentionsof the organizers
went beyond the Wisconsinscope.
" Onehourbefore thedemonstration
started, Peter Schwarzbauer, main
organizerofthedemonstration, met

* with the first secretary of the US-

Embassy in Vienna, Francis Tho-
mas Scanlan (currently there is no
appointed US-Ambassadorin Aus-
tria) to discussthe anti-Indiansitu-
- ation in Wisconsin and the United

- States. He reported of Austrian

concerns relating to the Wisconsin

- situation n particular and the Wis-

consinCounties Associations’ lob-
byingeffortstoeventually abrogate

ail US-Indian treaty rights in gen- -

o e

runs, walks and letterstotheeditor.
This season was significantly
different from others in that many
times treaty supporiers outnum-
bered hecklers, particularly asthe
evening waned and hecklers grew
tired and cold. Treaty supporters
kept the faith through the long
hours. .
Midwest Treaty Support Net--
work members manned offices at
the BadRiverand LacduFlambeau.
Reservations inorder to help coor-
dinate efforts of those who came to
show support. They were also ac-

‘tive in coordinating support forthe |

St. Croix Band.
. Trained witnesses were present
on the Jandings nightly both in the

- form of support and to document

evenis asthey saw and heard them.
Many gaveup weckendafterweek-
end and vacation time in order to
be present as spearfishing took
place. _

Support groups issued press
statements, gave comment to the
media as witnesses, and in general
providedanalternative voice which

hasscarcelybeen heardinprevious

years, :
Indian people came from sev-
eralstates tostand with their broth-

ers and sisters throngh atime of %

hardship which is significant to ail
Indian people in the United States.

Thesolidarity wasstrong. - .
«Mothers, fathers, children,

wives and friends of spearers sat
‘longhoursoncoldlandings waiting
forthe boatstoarrive back from the

night’s fishing and faced the heck- .
édathome:

ling and harassment.
Othersupporterssta;
for various reasons— but prayers
for those on the lakes and landings
wereintheirheants, :
Solidarity, whichcame fromth

spirits of all supporters, whether -

presentatlandingsorathome, won
the day. : o

. eral. Hepassed ona‘hoteofprdtest

and concemn” to Scanlan and asked
himtosend copiesofthisnotetothe
relevant bodies of the US-Con-
gress, the State Departmentand the
BIA,whichheagreedtodo. . *
. The demonstration was a reac-
tion to information coming from
Severalsourcesontheevolvingsim-
ationin Wisconsin,lobbyingefforts
in the Congress to undermine In-
dian treaty rights and efforts of In-
dian nations to take a unified stand
against this new development
{meetings in Rapid City and Salt
. Lake City). - ,
. Thestarting pointofthe demon-
stration, the Inner City Conpress
Center called “Hofburg,” was se-
lected because it was the place
where the United Nations Intema-
tional Convention of Treaties was
signedin 1969, aconvention which
codified intemational standardsfor
inémational treaties. The demon-
strators carried plackards and ban-
ners with slogans “USA: Keepup
the Treaties with US-Indians,”
“Stay away from changing Indian

Treaty Rights,” “Protect Indian -

Fisherman'in Wisconsin,” “Indian
Fishing for Subsistence-not
Sports,” “Stop Environmental
Destruction of Indian Lands™ an
thelike, o
It was interesting to see that the
US-Embassy has requested infor-
mation on the situation from back

home when leamning about the

-demonstration and the request fora

meeting with US-Embassy offi-
cials.- Scanlan seemed quite im-
pressed about the level of informa-
tiononthisissueexisting withinthe
AEPA. There wasone point, where
the information he got from the
USA differed from the information
of AEPA, Hethought—orwanted
ustobelieve —that we are protest-
ing against the wrong bill (HR
4033), because this bill would only
setup amediation structure.

Peter Schwarzbauerwas ableto
emphasize that thisbill would make
states and counties have a say in
Indian treaty rights, while this
should be reserved only for Indian
Nations and the federal govern-
ment. Scanlan alsomentioned that
he knows Representative David
Obey,thesponsorof HR 4033, very
well, Hesatd that thismanhasbecn
working in the civil rights move-
mentandindicated thatincasethere

would be Indian opposition to this
bill, it may be dropped because of

Obey’s sensitive approach to such
issues. -

. In connection with the deraon-
stration AEPA has started a cam-
paignto collect signatures fora pe-
tition requesting the stop of Indian
treaty rights erosion and the protec-
tion-of Indian treaty righis in the
USA in general and Wisconsin in
particular. '

Tom Maulson, Lacdu Flambeau spearer, (left) chats with Joe Dan Rose, Bad River member duringthe
. last night of spearingat Lake Minocqua. . : .
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onstration

Approximately 100 Austriansmarch tothe U.S. Embassy in Vienna on Aprit 6, in support of Wisconsin
Chippeatreatyrights. SignsreadinGermanand English, ” Treaty Rights-—Not Treaty Wrangs," " Stop
Destroying the Environment on Indian Land," "Stop Environmental Destruction — Stop Treaty
Destruction," and "USA: Keep Your Treaties with the Indian Peaple.” A delegation from the rally's
Austrian sponsor, the Association for Endangered Peoples, later met with theacting U.S. ambassador.
Similar eventstook placethesameweekend in variouslocations(see international supportarticle, page
20) as part of the International Days of Support for the Indian Peoples of Wiscansin, sponsored by the
Midwest Treaty Network. (Photo by Midwest Treaty Network) ' .
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ll 18 dlﬂ“ cult 1o understand why

Wisconsin spends $500,000 annu-

. allyfor the spring spearing : side-

show which is played out on the

~ state’s boat landings. Dean Crist,”

-.the supcrstar of the show, presents

-ashallow act, although he success-

‘fully manipualates political leaders
, and the media.

The theme~— harassment of In- .

. dians and deprivation of Indian
- rights-has already beenrejecied by

" many W:econsmucs.sothcaclorﬂy

* scemstoappeal toafew.
.~ The spring spearing SIdeshow

¥ for 1990 would have to be given at

- least an “R” rating due to the ob-
- scenitiesand violence thiat spattered
the periormance. Any children at-

- tending should be with parents so

- thatthe ant -Indianand racistnature
ofthe show canbeexplained: |

* -~ The show presented a range of

. thcatncal genres forthe observer—
' vaudevilliancomedy, anattemptat -
~drama, as well as cxlcmporaneous
~ acls.

" Although the show directors

. made a conscientious cffort to
-"change the image from 1989, in

- order to diminish its overtly racist

character, the new image only pro- -
. vided athin veneer for the racism.,
.. Apparcntly, it was difficult 1o con-
. .ccal the racism in many of the
.show’s actors.
L The show seemed to have sev-
. - erallevels. Onewasthestageshow
- for public consumption, with silly
. songs and blaze orangeoutfits. The
- act came off as plain-ignorant,
. monotonous, and embarrassing. It
- was embarrassing because people
- . throughout the nation may get the
" impressionthat these people repre-
- sent the northem WlSCOIlSlIl whxtc
: populat:on

. “The script for the pubhc show
. jubtdldl’_l thavemuchcontentworth |
- repeating, or which anyone may

. wishtorepeat, and it was;so very
.elaborate fish and fowl figures cars inhibitspearersby causing wakesin

© repetitious,
-5 Imagine listening mghlly o
_ Jddcd S I‘A chccrlcadcrs bangona

drum and howl plamtwely
“Don’tletthe walleyesbe gone,
thelakesandthemeadowscry. The

motherfishhangsonaspearandher

.cggswitherand die,

-~ “Don’t letthe walfeyesbégone. :

with eyes that shine 50 true. Save

them _
whales, and with the dolphinstoo.

when will we everleam? If we let
the walleyes be gone, when wn]l
theyeverretum?”

Hearing the strange refrain
Ieavesone incredulousthe firsttime
around, especially considering the
sport fishermen take an estimated
670,000 walleye annually in com-
parison to the 26,000 taken by
spearfishermen this year. They
should be smgmg to sports’

- groups. P
But 10 have the song sung over

and over again nightly was almost
-intolerable to intelligent listeners.
Even one of the protesters report-
edly covered his'ears as he left the
crowd stating,“They'redrivingme
crazy.” (Milwaukee Sentinel, April
21,1990, pg5,part 1). :

'I'heyd:d have afewothersongs
intheirrepertoire like: “Hangdown
your head Fom Maulson, hang
down your head in shame™ or Al
Soik, STA, may take over the bull-
hom and chant, “Tom, Tom the.
whiteman's son, speared afish and
‘watchhim ren.”

ith the seals, and with the

“Don’tletthe walleyesbe gone, y

'Harassers' spring spearfishing
sideshow featuring

Th:s ponloon complete w:th elabnrate f' sh and l‘nwl wasseen several evemngs durmg the season.

resourcewas agooddiversionfrom
the nightly replay.

While the songs and drums and
chants and whistlesformed the front
line of the show, another act was
beingcarriedonbehind. Behindthe
scenes, thereal bitternessand hatred
keptseepingoutinepisodesofrock-

Omumethmughwnmtlussmff throwing and name-calling despite

mighthave beentolerable, butover
and overagain forhours night after
night just made white, middle-
class, Wisconsinites appear re-
tarded.

Other forms of emertamment
popularinthe protesters” repertoire
includedblowing whistlesormock- -
ing the Indian drum songs with a
chant—*“Hi, how are? Ho, how are
ya."So&fmquemlytookmeleadm
thisonetoo.

- Ofcourse, theloonpontoonwith

rying signs accusing the tribes for
kﬂlmg unbornbabiesand rapingthe

leaders’ wamingsnottobchave that
way inpublic. .

These acts, however, were just
sideshowenteriainment forthe real
star, Dean Crist (D.C.), who ap-
peared everywhere - onth¢ land-
ings, onthe water, and inthe media
* circle as amedia representative.

This guy is somewhat versatile
—buthis rolestendedto be confus-
ing. Atone point, decked out in

camouflage D.C.appearstolecadthe

charge out onto the dark waters to

aJohn Waynestyle, Nextlime you
turn around hc s domg hns Ghan—

dian b:lwuha hungerfastuntilhe’s’
releasced from jail and using civil
disobedicnce as means to manipy-
Tate both press and the Governor,
There was D.C. on the water
with a bullhom, D.C. speeding
across the fakes, D.C. in the media
circle as a media representative,
D.C.the fasting martyr, D.C. being
carricd bodily off a boat dyring an

- amrest, D.C. rallyinghistroops, D.C..

indignant in court, D.C. giving
press conferences, D.C. in a neck-
brace afteranarrestand D.C. bum-
ing the Wa Swa Gon banner after
being outfoxed by the spearerss the
final night of spearing. (The neck-

bracemay havebeenmoreeffective
ifhe hadn'tused itlast year.)
Larry Peterson, who was much

more visible in 1989 than in the

1990showmade afew appearances
at landings, but without signage.
His role was as a quiet observer.
PARR did hold several daytime

rallies with low attendance and

choose to discourage participation
inthelanding shows. .

All in all, the spring spearing
sideshow was just too redundant (o
be entertaining, too expensive to
produce, and too racist to accept.

Ihope Wisconsinwon’ tsupport
areplay next year.

Slgns guch astheone abovewerea common s:ght at the landmgs and'
on the water during the spearing season.

" Theactionsof tre treaty pio

*. Congrarulations need o be
efforts made by many of the e;

\=

((To readers?fr _m-other-states

iors of all adult, white Wisconsinites; many of « _homamtmlyem-
barrassed and disgusted by theé behaviorof theirneighbors.:

' Becauseofthepubhcuy urroundingthe p ts,manyposmve
endeavors whxchoccurbet yeen tribes and locat coniin'mnnes be—
. come undermined. :
Simultaneously, Wnscon )
.:-ﬁnnly\wthﬂle._ elements e such a nega-
*:weunageandunlessad _ : todosomgenerauons

-ocome :

landings mghtly underdlﬁ‘icult cucmnstance '

N\

tammdesmbchav--

el rsons whomaxmed !hc

D.C. Superstar

M ed la notes
{Continuedfrompage 13) .
“Here’sasamplingof whatgets -
said when passions overspearfish-
ing arc unleashed and Indians are
nearby to hearit: _
*"“Howdoyoustarve anIndian?

- Hide his welfare checks under his

boots,* oneman'yelled.

*"'You arc getting all ourtax -
money. You should be ableto get
something better than that,” one

man shouted to three Lac du Flam- ©

beauspearers headmgonalakema
small boat.

«"The AIM singers stoppcd
beating the drum and silence fell
overthe crowd. *What's the mat-

. ter?’ onemanshouted. ‘Did therest

of you stupid (expletive) forgetlhc
words orwhat?’ -

=At the Big Eau Pleine Rcser—.
voir, cight men climbed a tree.
*Stupid Injuns. StupidInjuns,”one -
hollered. Anothersaid, ‘Theydon't
have to work. They get welfare and
food stamps and have 20 kids.’

Robert Imrie, Associate Press
H;nzer SheboyganPress April 19
1990

'.*ﬁ***&*******

“Rabert ). Hocking, 33, Michi-
gan, and David D. Stephant, 29,
Wisconsin, werearrested forthrow-
ing beer cans at Lac du Flambeau -
spearers on Gile FlowageinIron
County.™ o

Mary Jo K ewley and Dewey
Pf:s:er Wausau Daily Herald,
April23,1990

*************

‘_‘At 10 p-m. aspearing boat was
moving slowly through the shal-
lowsonthecastsideofthe Iake,near
Phelps. From a county road above
the lake, several boats of profesters
could be seen swarming apound the
spearers and shouting obscenities.

“Atapeplayerononeofthepro-
tester boats boomed “God Bless
America” athighvolume. Twofig-
urcsstood among thetreesonshore,
shouting obscenities. Afterappar- -
ently throwing something, theyran,
laughing, up a hill to their parked
“cars and raced off.

“Wardens said they couldn’t
catch the rock throwers because of
the darkness.”

M:Iwaukee Sentinel, Aprlf 26,
1990

ﬂr************’ '

“The Lac du Flambeau Chip-
pewa band planned 1o close out its
walleye spearfishingseasononFri-

- day mght at Butternut Lake. State -

officials said gunshots reponedly '
were heard near the lake about 1
am. Thursday., ..

“InAshland, tribal ofﬁclalsdls- _
puted a resort owner's reported
explanation that he fired a shotgun
.10 scare away bears the night that
;s]?me Indl‘z}]n spearfishermen said

¢y were threatened b reat -
Gordon Lake. yguns

“Bad River Tribal Councnlman
Matt O’ Claire said the spearers
‘saw fire from the gun barrel’ and
questioned whether the shots were -
fired into the air.,"”

Associated Press Story, Mil-
waukee Journal, May5 1990

| kR dokdok ke dkokk

“Vilas County Shenﬂ’ .hm Wil-
l:qucltc said officers could find no
evidenceof rockthrowing. Healso
said some people mi ight ‘feign’
being hit to attract attention.

“Walllquettc went on to praise
the protesters.

““Thereisn’tanybodyhere who
condones violence. Ifthese people
(protesters)hadn’tcometotheland-
ing, no one would have listened. 1
really think these people have

g8l provenapoint,’

“Williquette also said the pro-
testers are not racist rednecks.

““Ithink what they are asking for
is a peaceful solution ... I'm sure a

¥ 1ot of them would like to be home

watching TV, but they wanttomake
their presence known.’
“Protesters hurled racial insults
atthe Indians and their supporters.
Although the/insults were not
shouted as in past years, they were
more noticeable at the Arbor Vitae
landing thanatotherlandingssofar
this year. _
(SeeMedianotes, page 19)
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Belowisthe newlypassedkummg:ﬁshmg interferencebill.Note
' thatthe Iawnomnlyprovzdesforf inesupon conviction,butalsothat
. apersonwho is adversely affected by, or who may reasonably be

 expectedtobeadverselyaffectedby, conductinviolation ofthelaw

o maybrmgacxv;lacrtonlnsrarecoumseekmganm;uucnonordam
j ages orborh _

1989 Wlsconsm Act 190

.~ ANACT® amend 29.01 (8) and tocreate 29.223 and 29.99(1 lr) of
the statutes, relating to the interference by persons with lawful hunung
fishing ortrapping and providing penalues :

; Thepeopleofrhes.'areofW:sconsmrepre.s'enredmsenareandassem-
bly, do enactasfollows: - -
. SECTION 1.29.01 (8)of the statutes isamended to read:
. 29.01(8)“Hunt” or “hunting” includes shooting, shooting at, pursu-
ing, taking, catching or killing any wild animal or animals, except that
forth 14, “hunt” or “hunting™
docsnotincludeshooting, shootingat, 1akmg.catchmgork11hnganybear
SECTION 2. 29.223 of the statutes iscreated toread:
29.223 Interference with hunting, fishing or frapping.
(1) DEFINITION. Inthissection, “activity associated with lawful hunt-
ing, fishing ortrapping” meanstravel, campingorotheractsthat are pre-
paratory to lawful hunting, fishing or trapping and that are donc by a

hunter, fi shcroruapperorbyamemberof ahunting, fishing ortrapping-

party.
(2) PROHIBITIONS (a) Nopersonmay interfere oranemptm!mer—
~ ferewithlawful hunting, fishing ortrapping withthe intenttopreventthe
_ lakmgof awildanimal by doing any of the following: -
: 1. Harassing a wild animal orby engagingin an activity thattendsto
~ harass wild animals.
.- 2. Impeding orobstructing a person who is engaged in Iawi‘ul bunt-
- mg fishing ortrapping.
.. 3. Impeding or obstructing a person who is engaged in’ an aclivity
_assoclatcd with]awful hunting, fishing ortrapping.
- 4. Dismrbing the personal pmperly of a person engaged in lawful

R Wzsconsm passes anti-harassment bzll

5. Disturbing alawfully placed hunting blind.

(b) No person may knowlingly fail 1o obcy the order of a warden or
otherlaw enforcement officerto desist from conduct in violation of par.
(a)ifthe orderis based onany of the following:

1. The wardenorotherlaw enforcement officer personally observed
such conductby the persor. °

2. The warden or other law enforcement officer has reasonable
grounds (o believe that the person has engaged in such conduct that day
orthatthe person intends 10 engage in such conduct that day.

(3)EXEMPTIONS. Thissectiondocsnotapply to actionsundersub.
(2)(a) 1 to5 performed by wardens and other law enforcement officers if
the actions are authorized by law and are necessary for the performance
of theirofficial duties.

(3m) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE. Itis an affirmative defense tothe
prosecution for violation of this section if the defendant’s conduct is
protected by his or her right to freedom of speech under the constitution
of thisstate orof the United States.

(4) CIVIL. ACTIONS. (a) A person who s adversely affected by, or

whoreasonablymaybeexpectediobe adverscly af! fecied by, conductthat’

isinviolationof sub. (2} (a)may bnng an actienin circuit court for anin-
junctionordamages orboth.

(b) the circuit court may enter an injunction under ch. 813 against
conduct in violation of sub. (2) (a) if the court dctermmcs any of the fol-
lowin,

1. %'hc defendant is threatening the conduct.

2. The defendant has engaged in the conduct in the past and that it is
reasonable to expect that the defendant will engage in the coriduct that
will adversely affect the plaintiff in the future.

(c) The circuit court may award damages to the plain(iff if the
defendant’s conductinviolationofsub. (2){a) has advcrselyaffected the
plaintiff, The damages awarded may include punitive damages and any
special damages. Special damages may include approval fees, travel
costs,camping fees, costs for guides, and costs forequipmentor supplies

to the extent that the plaintiff did not receive the full value of any expen-

ditures due to the unlawful conduct of the defendant.
. SECTION 3. 29,92 (11r)of the statutesis created toread:
29.99 (11r) (a) Forthe violationof s. 29, 223 (2)(a), by a forfeiture of

: notmmelhan $500.

{b) For the violation of 5. 29.223 (2) (b). y a forfeiture of not more
than $1,000.

o

o hunnng, fi shmgortrappmg

| _ Protesterswait patiently l‘or:spearers toreturntothe lamling.

Owner says sign a gag;
Indians call it racist

. ByJamesNelson
- - Sentinel staff writer

- §t. Germain—A hand-lettered
~ signbehindthebarin Worthen’s St
- GermainPubstates: "Helpwanted,
* small Indians for mud flaps. Must
" be flexible and willing to travel.”
“It’s kind of a gag,” tavern
" ownerDavid Worthensaid, “Thisis
abar; it’snotachurch.”
Told about the sign, an Indian
-spokesman said, “It's a good ex-
ampleoftheracisminthearea.”

Leadersoftheanti-treatyprotest:

group Stop Treaty Abuse/Wiscon-
.. sinhave worked hard this spring to
. remove racist signs and slogans
from their protests of off-reserva-
tion spearfishing by Chippewa In-

dians. Tribal leaders say that the.

effort has masked

_ n, which
they feel drives thejpro

James St Amold of the Great
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission, said the sign ex-
pressed exactly the sentiment that
had giventhe North Woods ablack
eye because of anti-ireaty-rights

- protests,

*We've seen signs like this for
years,” he said, noting that many
businesses last year displayed a
poster adveriising a ““first annoal
Indianhunt.”

'I‘heMedfom-basedTombstom
Pizzafirm wentsofarastowritethe
commissionaletterapologizing for

an“Indianhunt” signdisplayedlast
year on-an employee bulletin
board, St. Amold said.

Most patrons are amused by the

mud-flap sign, which has been up
for more than two years, Worthen
said. “I have never had a com-
plalllt_"

Worthen, an active STA mem-
ber, bristled ata suggestionthat the
sign might be racially offensive to
Indians.

“If you want to talk about ra<;
cism, talk to the Indians. They have
superiorrights,” he said.

STA spokesmanDean M. Crist,
of Minocqua, said he was aware of
the sign, which is displayed else-
where in the area. “We are not en-

dorsing it, but I think it’s bizarre,

enoughthatit’s evenouiside of the

realm of being a racist joke,” Crist §

said.
(Reprinted fromthe Milwaukee

-Sentinel, April 25th edition.)

You call thisracism?

“Joel McNally
“TheInnocent Bystander

- Gov. Tommy Thompson was
outraged by a report to the federal

govcnunentonlndlanspearﬁstung )

in Wisconsin. The independent
.report accused him of failing to
denounce racism and buddying up
* toright-wing anti-treaty groups.
.~ Thompson immediately put
“-through a call to his own expert on
: 1hc sceneupnorth. .

“Dean, baby! I'm glad I caught -

youberom youwentoutto musethc

old rabble on the boat landings.”
" »yo,Tombo! TowhatdoIowe

" the pleasure of acall from the high-
- cst ofﬁce inour greatstate?”

“Hey, youknowme, Dino, Ijust
like to keep the lines of communi-
cationopentoallpartiesinacontro-

. versy. So, are all yon boysin Stop

Treaty Abusestill partyinghearty?”
~“We're having a ball, Tommy.
There snothing like milling around

infeedhatsactinglike bmtishthugs,
- Itreally getsthe old juicesflowing.”
“Say, you’'ve got yourearpreity -

close to the ground there, Dean.
You haven’t heard of any racism
around there have you, buddy?”
“Heavens no, govemor. Why
you should have heard the boys
singing that great old Negro spiri-
tual ‘Kumbaya’ whilc they roasted
theirmarshmallows. We welcome

- all races and creeds o join us in

¥

abusing the Indians.”

“That’swhatIthought, Dean. A .

couple of crazy Madisonprofessors
wroleareporttothe federal govern-
ment claiming this dam wreaty flap
was based on racism. They com-

pared treaty opponents to neo-Na- |

zis, You haven'tnoticed any swas-

cation; They hm:.r

Govemo:pleasea with
peace-keeping efforts

Withthe 1990spring Chippewaspearfishingseason nowcom-
pleted, Iwanttothmkallemnsmcmzcnswhohelped stategov-
ernment insure that the Chippewa Indians could exercise their
treaty rights inpeace and relative calm,

Thelistof] lhosewhownmbutedtmheseeffonsofpeac&kccp-
ing and rational thinking is long — but it must be headed by the -
people ofthe Norththemselves.

‘The people of northern Wisconsin have couragoously passcd
adifficult test, laying the foundation for a better future by reject- -
ing a confrontational past. And though challenges remain, the
restraint and reason that prevailed throughout this spearfishing
season givesallof Wisconsinmuchhope. Indeed, the buildingof
agreaternorthern Wisconsin community cancontinue, '

Icongratulate Indiansandnon-Indiansalike whorejected con-
frontational actions, and who worked with one another toward
heahngmnsunderstandmgsandopenmg new doors of communi-

y continued support as they work toward a
__;andcoopemum

: an‘agersand'edllonal writers who

scindwlduals mvolvcd inlawen- .
of their professionalism, and they

. conunuemyeffonstopressomoward '
respect.mdetstandmg.andeconom:c

onh gz‘veuby G’ov Tammy on Tues- '

ading the good news. I
gcalmbehavmrbymdw:du-_

eandpersonalsacrifice, they
ccessof the spearf shmg sea-

lowing:

DONOT...

STOP TREATY ABUSE/WIS
PROTESTING POLICY

STA/WIS only supports ‘peaceful protests. The
following 5 points are not peaceful and are not ac-
ceptable behavior. Please donotengage inthe fol-

1. carrysigns c'ont;lining racialslogans
2. shoutracial orobscene remarks .
3. throw rocks orany otherobjects

4. engagein verbal arguments with treaty supporteré

o
AN

5. engage inphysical violence with treaty supporters

. Pleasedonot litter

Thank You

boatlandings by STA members.

STA/WIS Board of Directors

Stop Treaty Abuse/Wis. wxllnotassumcanylegalorﬁnanclal
responsibility forany unlawful incidents which may occut.

. EDITOR NOTE; The above notice was Imnded outat several

Medianotes

(Continuedfrompage 18)
“One groups ofhighschool- agc
prolesters was particularly abusive
-toward asingle Menomince Indian
whom they surrounded.

“The Menominee said, “Idon’t
hateyouguys. Idonthatenobody.”

Ron Seeley, Madison Wiscon-
sinState Journal, April 2, 199003

000000000000600

My nameis I

am on the water protesting the
Chippewa's Off-Reservation
Exercise of Treaty Rights. Tam
exercisingmy freedomofspeech

protected by the constitution of

this state, the United States, and
inaccordance with Amendment

(2)of Wlsconsm Assembly Blll :

656.
" If youinhibit orchill my con-

* stitutional right of free speech, I

mtendtotakeaffirmative action,
includingbutrot limitedto, util-
izingthe "Affirmative Defense”

asstatedin Wisconsin Assembly
- Blll6563ndbnngacuonagamst

you in your offical capacity as a
lawenforcementofﬁcerand asa

1983."
(Distributed by STA)

under 42 USC Sec.

‘BR responds to gun fire threats

On Sawrday, April 28, 1990,
gunfire threatened the lives of two
BadRiver Spearfishermen onGor-
donL.akein Ashland County..

Ashland County Law Enforce-
mentpersonnel wereconspicousby
their absence from the landing and
fallure to respond to calls for assis-
tan

Thc Bad River Tribal Council
-deploresthe apatheticattitudéofthe
Ashland County Sheriffs Depart-

ment and has requested assistance
from the State Department of
Criminal Investigations.

Bad River refuses to be intimi-
dated by thisincident andinrecog-
nition of the kinship and brother-
hood amongthe Chippewawehave
invited our friends and relatives
from theotherLake Superiorbands
to share in our harvest tonight on
Gordon and English Lakes,

The highlight of the Bad River

1990 Spearfishing season has been
the cooperative walleye enhance-
ment project between Bad River,
RedCliff, and Fish forthe Future, in
Southern Bayfield County. :

The Gordon Lake gunfire inci-

dent stands in stark contrastto Bad .

Rivers’ attempts atimproving rela-
tions between tribal and sport fish-
ing user groups.

ture.

tikas around there, have you, Dean Cnstcommumcatesto hisfriendson shore thmugh hishandy bullhorn. - | .

Dearl i

“Not aone, Tommy. There’s
nothingaroundhere but good, patri-
otic National Rifle Association
symbols. That, and a few T-shirts
tharsay ‘Fish Naked."”

“That just goes to show. you,
Dino. Thoseivorytower professors
don’tunderstandnorthem Wiscon-

sin culture. W_hat could be racist

about a threatening mob blowing
whistles and whipping up wavesto
disrupt Indian spearfishing?”’
*“The truth is, govemor, every
oneofthose guysisasportsman. A
lot of ‘em are off-duty referees.
They’rejustpracticing. Thoseboys
running figure eights around the
spearfishing boats are training for
the big water ballet competition.”

“Fthought itmust be something
like that, Dean, If you see any ra-
cism, you be sure and let me know,
I want to be sure and denounce it. a

-ButI'mnotabouttotaranyinnocent

citizens who merely happen 10 be
trying to break through the police
lmesloexpressthelrconoem about
the local ecoromy.”

“Well, it's great to hear from

you, governor. I'm on my way to
stand on the counter down at the
pnzzaparlorand whiptheboysinto

gards?
“Tell ‘ém not to do anything I

wouldn'tdo, Dirio, Don® ttake any-

Indiannickels, you cutups.

(A satirical column of personal
opinion, Milwaukee Journal, )

Bad River will
continue these efforts in the fu- .

nzy. Can I give them yourre- -
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| Feasts and dance celebrate successful season
1= . 1, i

Tribes celebrated the conclusion of the 1990 spring fish-
ingseason throughfeasts,dancingandrecognitionceremo-
nies. - : _

- Thankfulthatalltribal fishermenhad returnedsafelyto

- { the reservations, and thankful also for a good harvest, the

-| feasts contained both the spirit of thanksgiving and of con-
-tinued affirmation of tribal solidarity.
. Fresh walleye, wild rice casseroles, and fry bread were
-} common fareat the feastson each of the reservations where
tribal members as well as non-Indian friends gatheredina
warm and friendly environment after weeks of tension on
cold and bitter landings. ' -

.. Praise was given toall the spearers who ventured out to
exercise their rights despite hostile conditions as well asto
families and friends whosupported those efforts.

The final acts
~ Thespiritwon'tburn .

from the police ribbons that pre-
vented them from mixing with the
fishermen onprevious nights.

On May 4th media, enforce-
- ment, Dean Crist and protestors
waited for Chippewa spearfisher-

. mento appear at Buticrnui Lake, |
truded on the softevening light, no

Price County. They waited for the
finalnightofspearingtooccuramid
crowds and demonstrations.

. They waited while the spcarers

For awhile no spotlights in-

flashbulbs blinded fishgrmen or

. supporiers; no media waited for

commentsand astory; ROProtestors

calledugly jeers.

Onceaware that the spearfisher-
men were on Lake Minocqua en-
forcement arrived. Quickly they
cordoned off the treaty supporters
from the fishermen, rolled out the

snow fences and set to the task of = duFlambeau. - : ' o
securingthelanding. Oneprotestor ’ _ - MN C hl
arrived ... butall thishappened as Price Co. a frustrated Dean Crist -because you cannot burn the spirit
‘the Chippewa were completing burned the Wa Swa Gon banneras  behindthesymbol. Althoughcloth
can be turned to asties, the spirit

* . headed 1o Lake Minocqua and en-
- joyed for the first time during the
‘scason the freedom of fishing and

- landing unencumbered by mobs of

- enforcement and protestors.

- The feeling of freedom brought
smiles and relief to fishermen and
~ friends as they quickly and quietly

- launchedboats—no passesneces-

sary. :

' At Wa Swa Gon's feast to honor shearers and supporters, an aboriginal Australian visitor, also received a hat asa momento. Pictured B
above, fromthe left: Tom Maulson, Lac du Flambeau; Gordon Coulthard, Austria; George Moore, Milwaukee and Nick Hockings, Lac

pewa Band

- ticularly Govemnor Thompson:

- Supporters found comfortable

spots on and off the landing. For a
 short space of time they were free

— 3 - p@;ccme’di"smc“rmbﬂm“mhe state upon the tribal council s ac-
- = kit oot RS . S “I'm realizing that Thave avery —cPianceof theirenroliment rans-
. 440milesofrun foundanendatthe Lac duFlambeau Reservation. Therunbeganat Pipestone, MN. The marathoneffortwasinthespirit.  jarge groundswgell of support g fle."s' '.Ihenr.caspf)sltvo_:tx}l;llpmbab:{hl;c -
' ofpeaceand supportfor Indian treaties. Thespirit behind the Wa Swa Gon banner remains unscathed by protestsand burning. preserve the treaty rights in the ﬁ;lslr:lssedhc sa;g tribal courtatthat K

their fishing and almost ready to
leave. ' '
Miles away at Butternut Lake,

alast gesture forthe media.

Butthe banner was alreadysafe  remains free, indomitable and un-

and flying frecly on another shore

touched by flames of hate.

defends spearfishing

by Sherrole Benton

. Sawyer, MN—-OneMinnesota

{ ChippewaBand, FondduLac,took

steps to protect its tribal members

37 % while they speared fish off the res-

: ervation. Italso begantodevelopa

Natural Resources Comimission
(NRC) to create environmentally-
sound policies for the exercise of
treaty rights offthe reservation.
“We started spearing off reser-
vation to force our tribal govern-
ment to take a stand on treaty
rights,” said Jim Northrup, Jr., 2
spokesman for the Fond du Lac
(FDL) Chippewa spearers. After

o the groupbegan spearing last May,

the FDL Reservation Business
Commitiee(RBC)issued off-reser-
vationspearingpemnitstothem and
sent out {ribal game wardens to
MONitor speanng aclivity.

FDL tribal chairman, Robert
Peacock, considered the off-reser-
vation spearing to be supportive of

~en. thetreaties and treaty rights.”

The FDL spearers encountered

w very few problems this spring

= mostly becausenoone knew where

they were, Northrupsaid. But, there

.+ was gunfire one night, and a few

protestors the next night after the

spearers were discovered, he said.

“What's important is the num-

: ber of treaties we exercised, We
exercisedthe *37, 42, and *S4trea-

ﬁ&&htheoededtenitory."Noﬂluup
said. _ . _
Peacockagreed there were afew

; ﬁmblemsfortheﬂ)Lspeamrs. The
. RBCtockmeasurestomodify their
' reservation’sconservationcodesso

that FDL spearers could not be

cededterritoryandtoexercisethose

- rights,” Peacock said. .

The RBC withdrew from the
Tri-Band Agreement last summer
following atribal referendum. The
Tri-Band Agreement wasanout-of-
court settlement between Minne-
sota State and three Minnesota

Chippewa bands to refrain from

exercising theirtreaty rightsoffthe
reseryation, - o,

The RBCbegan formingaFDL
NRC that will develop a compre-

hensive conservation code foroff- -

reservation spearing and other ac-
tivities, Peacocksaid. Thecommis-. ,
sionwillalsoexamine Wisconsin’s
policies to set FDL standards, he
said. : o
“Wecan't gotoo farwrong tak-
ing Wisconsin as a guide. But, we

want to avoid the conflict Wiscon-

sinhashad, Aswegoforward, we'll
have to sit down with Bois Forte,
Grand Portage and the state to talk
and work together,” Peacock said.
acock ex the FDLNRC
to seek advice from GLIFWC, -
work toward a“co-sharing’ policy

“withthestate, and developaconser-
.vationcodebasedontheyieldofthe -

resources and safety factors,
Peacock said the RBC will also

discuss accepting “transfer of en-

rollment” applications from two

members of the White Earth reser-

vation into Fond du Lac. White
Earth tribal members Sonny
Greensky and Russell Shabaiash
werearrested and cited withmisde-
meanor charges, April 24th, for
spearing fish atNicholsLake. Pea- -
cock said the FDL tribal court
would receive their cases from the

International support actions held for WI Chippewa

"By Zoltan Grdssman'
 Madison Treaty Network -

" The Intemational Days of Sup'-
port for the Indians of Wisconsin

" - werebeheldonFriday, April 6and

- Saturday, April 7, to call attention

. to the Chippewa treaty rights situ- S , . : : o s ;
ation. Ralliesandevents were held OProtectNorthemn Wisconsin's  and the protection of their treaty which has defined international Embassy in Oslo. The gathering The grou p has worked againstlow |
in a number of cities around the natural resources from destructive ~ rights, GovemorThompsonshould standards for human rights andthe - was organized by Gloria Hays, a tesmgights of NATOjetsovertradi- :
world, including Vienna, London, - mining projects,and forn aNorth- .be aware: the whole world is rightsof national minorities. Wisconsin musician on tour in Eu- tional gathering areas of the Innu !
Oslo, Montreal, Munich, Chicago em toxics-free zone. Begin co- watching.” | rope, and active in Beaver Dam’s  pagve peoplesinQuebecandLab- © -

- and Stevens Point. The actionwas managementofnaturalresourcesin - ~ Britain Alliance forTreaty Rights. Anum- rador. A rally was also held in

sponsored by the Midwest Treaty

Network (MTN), a regional net--

- workof grassroots Indian and non-
- Indian pro-treaty groups.
. Alltheactionsaround the world
carry the same three demands of
Wisconsin and U.S. officials, par-

.0 Uphold and defend Chip-
_ pewalreaty rights. The groups
- ‘oppose anti-treaty legnslatlgn or
. litigationagainstany WisconsinIn-

- dian nation, and any economic or

' legal pressure on resefvations to

surrender any of theirrights;

O Provideeffective security for
the Chippewaspearfishers, includ-
ing implementation of the tribes®
plan for safety at Northem lakes,
anduseofthe Hate CrimesLaw and
other legal tools against violen
anti-Indian protesters; :

the cededterritories, and economic
development for both Indian and

non-Indian communities, as ways-

toeascthe treaty crisis.
Dorothy Thoms, aLacduFlam-

beau Chippewa elder active in the

Wa-Swa-Gon Treaty Association,

. visited WestGermany onacultural

program last year. She says,
*They're very aware and sympa-
thetic over in Europe. They
couldn’t believe things like this
were happening, and they'rz anx-

" ioustohearthe real story.”

Sarah Backus, spokesperson for

-the Milwaukee Witness forNonvi-

olence, said thatthe vipler:t harass-
ment of Wisconsin Indians has
grown beyond alocal issue into an
internationalissueofhumanrights.
She says, “When it comes to the
safety of Chippewa spearfishers

Austria

In Austria on April 6, the Asso-
Qation for Endangered Peoples
drew 100 Austrians toa demonstra-
tionindowntown Vienna, from the
Hofburg Palace to the U.S. Em-
bassy, wheremembersmet withthe
acting Ambassador. '

A board member of the indige-
nous support group, Dr. Peter Sch-
warzbauer, says that “‘the Hofburg
waschosenbecauseinthat building
in 1969 the International Conven-

" tion of Freaties was passed. The

U.S. is a signatory to this conven-
tion, which defines international
treaties. Itisourpositionthiat—not
only by this convention — Indian
Ireaties qualify as treaties between
nations.” The Hofburg also hosted
the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE),

In Britain, the People Against
Rio Tinto Zinc and Subsidiaries
(PARTIZANS) held arally at the

Gaiashkibosis planning to attend a
London shareholders meeting of
Rio Tinto Zinc, now the world’s
largest mining company,

Norway -
In Norway on April 9, a small
gathering was held at the U.S.

berofNorwegiangroupshavebeen
supporting the Sami(Lapp)indige-
nous peoples in northern Norway,

U.S. Embassy in London. "Fhe> who have made links with North

group works against the London-
based parent company of the Ken-
necolt mining firm, which is plan-
ningacopperminencarLadysmith.
Lac Courte Oreilles Reservation
Chair Gaiashkibos said last No-
vember 11 that, since mine wastes
would endanger off-reservation
natural resources, the treatics may
beused agamst the projectincourt.

American Indian groups.

West Germany -

_ InWestGemnany,on April 6,the
Big Mountain Action Groupheld a
workshop on Wisconsin Indian
treaty rights in front of the U.S.
eonsulatcinMunich. The grouphas

previously supporied Navajo Indi-

ansin Arizona, andishosing agath-

ering of European Support Groups

inlate July.

Canada ' :
In Canada, the Alliance for

Nonviolence and Action sent a

delegationtodeliveraprotestletter
“to the U.S. consulate in Montreal.

‘Toronto, and an interview of Tom
Maulsonwasairedonnational CBC
radio. E

INinjos.

In Minois on April 7, the Indian

Treaty Rights Committee held a .

uioon rally at the Féderal Building - -
'PlazainChicago. Thegroupheldan
evening vigil at the Chicagototem -

pole, followed by a-floating of
candles onto Lake Michigan to
symbolize hope for a peaceful sea—
sonon Wisconsinlakes.
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