‘Replenishing the Fishery:
Chippewa Tribal Hatcheries
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A recognition of the interde-

The rights, specifically re-
served for the coming generations

The tribal promotion of hatch-
eries and stocking, plus their con-

‘Chippewa tribal

An introduction

22 million walleye fry; 759,000 walleye fingerlings; 30,0000 Ibs. trout

eye eggs this spring. According to
Larry Wawronowitz, LdF Game

LdF maintains a seven man

crew to un hatchery and conserva-

The grandfather (so to speak) bow trout. Brown and brook trout ey ¢ TN
] -oftribal hatcheriesintheareaisthe havebeenstocked intoFenceLake, S ’ : :
: Lac du Flambeau Hatchery which says Wawronowitz. However, the g
Hatcheres and the subsequent matelyled tothe cessionofmostof ize the right to use carries with it began in 1936 and over the course  rainbow trout are retained for the

{ stocking programs have long been  the UpperGreat Lakes areaswhich  the responsibility to manage and to of years, hasstocked millionsupon hatchery’s “pay fis operation,

a priority for Ojibewa-ribes. The were traditionat hunting, fishing care for the resource, which is millions of walleye into on-reser- The pay fishoperation has been
! currentcxpansionand growthseen and gathering grounds for the shared by many user groups out- vation and border lakes. run through the hatchery for three

intribal hatcheries reflectsthe con-  Ojibewa people, the continued right side of the tribal people and which ) 1991 provided yet anothersuc- years, Essentially people pay for

cern Ojibewa people have towards 10 use the resources on those lands  has been subjected over the years cessful season for the Haichery, trout fished from a pond stocked

the well being of the fishery and  was never relinquished. boin to overusesand degradation. which collected 37 million wall- with rainbow trout.
) the resources as a whole.

ndence of all life forms and the of Ojibewa people, to hunt, fish tinuing involvement both through and Fish Manager, thehalcheryhad tion program ‘operations, These ‘
ggccssary respect man must show  and gatheronthe cededlandsinthe the Great Lakes Indian Fish and a65% hatch-out raethisseason, - include the Fish and Game Direc-
towards the Earth and all living Treaties of 1837, 1842 and 1854, Wildlife Commissionandtheirown During the spawning season, tor; Assistant Fish and Game Di-

beings is deeply imbedded in the
traditional value system of the

have come to be known today as
“treaty rights.” .

tribal conservationdepartments, ta

.LdF sends out two three-man

rector; Hatchery Manager; Assis.

participate in fishery assessments spawning crews to collect fish for tant Hatche_rg Manager; and three
Ojibewa people. Responding to and ongoing studies, reflects their eggs through fyke-nettmg, The pond technicians, , :
the need 10 nurture the fishery at a Today, the Ojibewapeoplestill commitment to assure a heaithy fertilized eggs are then placed into In addition to the hatchery, the
time when the demands upon its rely on the fisheries as a source of fishery in the area, - 315MacDonaldjarswhichareused Fish and Game Department is cur-
resources are significant onty fol- food and survival. Several Bands More fish is not the total an- . for incubation. ' ' rently involved in a water resource

lows an age old system of Ojibewa
resource management, -

‘As a food source the fishery,
both inland and in Lake Superior,
has played a significant role in
Ojibewa life. Seasonal fishing,
particilarly during the spring and
fall, fell into the pattern of seasonal

food gathering for the Ojibewa

- That dependence on the re-
source for subsistence was recog-
nized by tribal leaders during the
time of white settlement and treaty-
making, Although the demands of
the European seftlers and the U.S,
Government for Ojibewa land ulii-
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maintain active tribal commercial
fisheries onLake Superior, includ-
ing Bad River and Red CIiff in
Wisconsin, Keweenaw Bay and
Bay Mills in Michigan and Grand
Portage in Minnesota. In addi-
tion to the tribal commercial
fisheries, many tribal members
fish Lake Superior specifically

food source and, folowing the re-
affirmation of the treaty retained
rights, the Ojibewa tribal members
have gone off-reservation to har-
vest fish during spring, as was tra-
didonally done,

The Ojibewa, however, real-

foran even ing of spearfishing during the spring.
Spearing has been practiced for generations by Ojibewa people who

depend an the fishery for subsistence. (Staff photo)
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- Cover Picture: Joe DanRo

se;Bad River FisheriesSpecialist,

releases walley fingerlingsin Lake Namekagon as part of & joint

stocking program. . (Photg by

Sue'Erickson) .. - .

‘swer 10 a healthy fishery, Those

fish must also be healthy. Many of
the. fishery programs, plus
GLIFWC staff, are joining other
agencies in the research necessary
10 address problems identified in .
the fishery—such as PCB and mer-
Cury contamination or the impacts
ofexotic species such as river ruffe

in terms of preserving a fishery
which will also be available in the
future. - The Ojibewa Bands, as
both resource users and managers,
are accepting those challenges and -
addressing theissuesina proactive
manner. '

Vincent St Germaine; Lac du Flam
walleye for home use. (Staff photo)
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LdF also owns 21 rearing
ponds and has ten 200" raceways as
well as 8 startup raceways which
they use to maintain brood stock as
well as rear fry to fingerling size.

1991°s stocking has included

-about 22 million walleye fry

stocked inon-reservation lakes and
759,000 walleye fingerlings about

In addition the hatchery has
produced about 30,000 Ibs. of
brown trout, brook trout and rain-

vt £

Repairing nets used to collect ﬁshfor spaivn at the Laq du Flambeau Ha!cher?’. (Staff photo)

program, whichinvolves the study
of, on-reservatiom\ water quality,
according to Wawronowitz. This
involves mercury level analysis as
well as phosphorus content analy-
sis on 12 reservation lakes. They

are also concemed about the im-

pact of commetrcial cranberry op-
erations on Little Trout Lake, he

Bands, whose semi-nomadic for home use. | and lamprey. 11/2" to 13/4” placed in on-reser-  says, as well as looking at the pat- ' ; X M D,
lifestyle led them. to sources of On inland lakes, the fishery  The challenges to those of us vation or border lakes, according tem of ‘water run-offs from the kg wuay
“food according to the seasons. also continues to be an imponant whowalkthisearthtodayare many - to Wawronowitz, reservation. S

At the moment, the analysis is
done primarily to provide a data
base and information for the Tribe,
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Netting brood stock irout at the Lac du Flg beau Hatchery, _(S:q,ffpham)‘
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LdF hatchery crew feeds ﬁngerh'ngs heldino
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Red CUff T

eries Department of the Red Cliff

cubation of lake trout and Big
Redds for walleye production,
Whitefish are also produced and
stocked through the hatchery.

Red Clift has maintained an
ofi-the-dock hatchery since 1986,
A pole bam building houses the
hatchery currently.

Red Cliff's iocation on Lake
Supenor and tradilional depen-
duneeon the Lake Superior fishery
tor food, puts jake trout and white-

Superior and is currently rearing

Actual building construction will

. begin next sprin

The 1992 spnng hatchery op-
eration may be disturbed by the
construction process, hesays, This,
again, will depend on whether ac-
cess to the well will be obstirucied.,

sisted by two fisheries techni-

The Red CHff fishery is also
working with the UW—Superior

in a contamination study on Lake

Superior. The assessmentinvolves
collecting fish samples and per-
forming PCB and mercury content
analysis,

-700 000 Walleye fry; 47, 000 Whltefish fry, 35,000 lake trout fingerlmgs
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9,337,500 walleye fry produced

Over 9 million walleye fry
were hatched by the Bad River
Hatchery, Odanah, W1, thisspring,

ing factor in the newly renovated

lake, and 700,000 were placed into

- various off-reservation rearing

ponds in the Cable area afier they
had been hatched in Bad River's
facility,

The remainder of the fry were
stocked into the Bad and Kakagon
Rivers on the Bad River Reserva-
tion and 200,000 are currently in
on-reservation rearing ponds,

An additional 3 million fry re-

stocked into the two large reserva-
tion rivers.

Rose notes that both the Bad

rding to Bad River Fisheries and Kakagon Rivers are major
A new hatchcry facility will of origin. ~ Currenily, the Red CILiff accordu id Kakag > Maj

expand the polential of the hatch- - In addition, the harchery has hatchery is operated by a three Spe ?Slr‘gjd"ﬁfgﬁemem ior limit mtl:itlua&es - Iﬁke Superior, and
. ery operation run through the Fish- stocked 47,000 whitefishintoLake person staff with Gallinat as- 3 sjorlimit.  while the stocking occurs on the

reservationand benefits tribal fish-

geon culture project. Rose is inter-
ested in the production of stur-
geon but views the hatchery as in

regard.

Another halchery project in-
volvestagging and data collection.
Rose's crew has been performing
mark and recapture studies for
population estimates on the
Kakagon River over the past four

“developmemal stage" in this

'Bd Rlver Hathey Seks grate rarmg apamty

; ! . 3 hatchery complex is the lack of - ermen, the ChequamegonBaysport
Band of Chippewa Indians. The: 35.0_{10"lake trout fingerlings. cians, Ken Charette and ; AN equameg 3y Spo
capacity will expand from prodyc- Gallinat is unsure whetherthe lake Kendall Holms. Next spring a sggufmfﬁﬂnﬁgdspage%pw- tEhSh'g‘r}" is a major beneficiary pf
tion of about 50,000 lake trout fin-  trout will be stocked this fall or hatchery manager will be hired. _ arger qu LS O ger- the Tribe's stocking operation.

i i iings, Rose notes, adding that the Rose and Russell Corbine
gerlings annually to 100,000- early next spring, The hatchery The Red Cliff Band is also 1ans forexpansion areinthemak. hatch ot thé

- 200,000 per year. would prefer to hold the finger- seeking funding for the construc- . ?n pansion ; the mak- hate h:ry mamgi{lﬁer. w%m mH
- Red Cliff Fisheries Biologist lings until spring i order 1o stock  tion of rearing ponds. Gallinat is : E-Rose who has managed the ﬁr:,'c:-ﬂéa.l st:f?e s 1 oy:&
MikeGallinaranticipatesconstruc-  yearlings, but this is dependent on working with the Soil and Conser- éinoe e matréggmme ever, n:EO er are employ
tion on a new 45' by 120" hatchery possible ot?stmcqoq of the well vation Service in seeking funding hmer?nve : ectv:\nmmeCable seasonally.
building to begin in the spring of system during building construc- for ponds and is opﬁmisdc about msh fm? méFumm(mem l- Altho alleve have bec
1992. The new facility is funded tion. » the possibilities., a5¢ 3 of MASINAIGARY cle he oo uglilr W eﬁa ha ;j n
through a $250,000 contract with Gallinat anticipates that wells While Gallinat prefers stock- E ulgted i 1.3 million watle re. h;icliﬂmﬂfy 0Cus ©. 0 ver's
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. for the new hatchery will bedrilled ing fingerling size fish, the ability 200,000 wers. Stocked ntg’i‘;’ky e R"&e states ﬂmf ey are B

Thebuilding Gallinatsays, will this summer and engineering and 1o hold and rear the fry is not avail- Namekason. an off-relserv " ¢ cungnroo%m i%mcesh;_? tglcqlﬂl" -
house both Heath trays for the in- architecture completed this fall. able at this time. gon, ation ing stock for a limited stur-

Joe Dan Rose, Bad River Narural Resource Specwhsr, milks a speared waueye for egps. (Photo by Sue
Erickson)

ceived from the USFWS were also  years, so has now acquired a sub-  stantial data base for an estimate of quart can produce about 200,000- quest for $360,000, The funds
iy : hatchery’s priotity li ¥ the river’s walleye, 260,000 fry. would provide the hatchery new
fish on the hatchery's priority lisi.
) How:\rcr,Rcdr)((Zliﬁ‘has jg'mcd 64 Bell jars areeach capableof ponds, equipment and staff neces-
other Chippewa Bands in the pro-

duction of walleye fry and finger-
ling by collecting eggs from
speared watleye for incubation.

This scason Red Cliff hatched
overamillion walleye fry, accord- &

ing to Gallinat. The Band has

already stocked 454,000 walleye 4

Expansion plans
Plans are in the wings for fur-
ther expansion of the hatcheries

§  capacity, Major renovations over

the past three years have essen-
tially rebuilt the old hatchery struc-
ture, provided insulation and year-

produc:ng 2 quarts, and the
hatchery’s 5 Big Redds can hold
eleven quarts each. Essentially,
;xatchmg plenty of fry is no prob-

However, the lack of rearing

- space is. This is the problem ad-

sary to expand fingerling produc-
tion,

Supported by the Bayfield
County Board, the Cable Area
Chamber of Commerce and the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, Rose is optimistic

; round operating capabilities. The dressed by the new plan, which about the request, but doesn't an-
‘fry into Middle Eau Claire Lake, <=8 RedCl{ﬂ’FtcheﬁesBio!agLﬁM&eGawua:checks!akemwﬁngerungs hatchery’s current capacity is 179 was Submltwd March, 199! as a ticipate final word unnltheend of
{ 115,000 fry into Bony Lake and being reared In the xribalkatchery. (Photo by Amoasej quarts of eggs, Rose states. Each Congressional Appropriation Re- sumaner, .
given 40,000 fry to Fish for the 3, :

. fry are stocked back into the lakes

Future for stocking of Lake Owen.,

Gallinat notes that eggs col-
lected from different off-reserva-
tion lakes are held separately in
Big Redds in order to assure that

Lake trout fingerlings karched outand reared at !he Red CEff Tribal

Ha:cherv {(Photo by Amoase)
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Big Redds are the state-of-the-artin hatching fish eggs. The units are

: - space efficient and capable of producing 1 million fry each. Many of
A garage currently houses the haschery operation at the Red Clff Reservation, Red Clff is Iooking -the tribal hatcheries have used Big Redds as an answer to limited
Jorward lo a new, permanem Sacility for its hatchery operation. fPhoto by Amoose) : _ facﬂizies. (Photo by Amoose)

" .- Lifing assessment nets at Bad Rivr. (S:qﬂ"pkoto)
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"Red Cli

. A new hatchery fachity will

cvpatd the potenual of the hawch-
- eryoperation run through the Fish-
~veries Department of the Red CltT

Band of Chippewa Indians, The

capacity wilt expand from produc-

tion of about 50,000 lake trout fin-

gerlings annually to 100.000-
-200,000 per year.

Red Cliff Fisheries Biologist
Mike Gallinat antictpates construc-
lion on anew 45' by {20 haichery
huilding to begin in the spring of
1992, The new facility is funded
through a $250,000 contract with
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The building Gallinat says, will
house both Heath irays for the in-
cubation of lake 1rout and Big
Redds for walleve production.
Whitefish are also produced and
stocked through the hachery.

Red Ot has maimained an

srthe-deck hatchory since 1986,
Voo Bambuaddiog hogses the

IR Rt P

We ol T N Geabien on Lake
PLedthene gepen-

Sl ok Supenies fisbery
Pt s e troet and white-

Bttt bt ry s poonty Tist
- Howeever, Red CH has joined
other Chippewa Bands in the pro-
duction of walleye Iy and finger-
ling by collecling eggs from
speared walleye for incubation.
. This scason Red Cliff hatched
overamillion walleye fry, accord-
ing 1o Gallinat. The Band has
already stocked 454,000 walleye
fry into Middle Eau Claire Lake,
115,000 fry into Bony Lake and

of origin.

In addition, the hatchery has

stocked 47,000 whitefishinto Lake
Superior and is currently rearing
33,000 take trout fingerlings.
Gallinatis unsurc whether the lake
trout will be stocked this fall or
carly next spring.  The hatchery
would prefer 10 hold the finger-
lings until spring in order to stock
yearlings, but this is dependent on
possible obstruction of the well
system during building construc-
tion.

- Gallinat anticipates that wells
for the new hatchery will be drilled
this summer and engineering and
architecture completed this fall.
Actual building construction will
begin next spring.

The 1992 spring hatchery op-
cration may be disturbed by the
consiruction process, he says, This,
again, will depend on whether ac-
cess 1o the well will be obstructed.

given 40,000 fry to Fish for the W™ +

Future for stocking of Lake Owen.
Gallinat notes that eggs col-

- lected from different off-reserva-

tion lakes arc held separately in
Big Redds in-order to assure that

R A - .

Lake trout fingerlings hatched out and reared at the Red Cliff Tribal
Hawhery. (Photo by Amoose) _—

Currenily, the Red Cliff
haichery is operated by a three
person staff with Gallinat as-
sisied by two fisheries techni-
cians, Ken Charctte and
Kendall Holms. Next spring a
hatchery manager will be hired.

The Red Chff Band is also
secking funding for the construc-
tion of rearing ponds. Gallinat is
working with the Soil and Conser-
vation Service in seeking funding
for ponds and is optimistic about
the possibilities. :

While Gallinat prefers stock-
ing fingerling size fish, the ability
tohold and rear the fry is not avail-
able at this time,

The Red Cliff fishery is also
working with the UW-—Superior
in a contzamination study on Lake
Superior, The assessmentinvolves
collecting fish samples.and per-
forming PCB and mercury conicnt
analysis.

RedCliff Fisheries Biologist Mike Gallinat ch
being reared in the tribal hatchery. (Photo

Tribal

700,000 walleye fry; 47,000 whitefish fry; 35,000 lake trout fingerlings

—n,

ecks lake trowt fingerlings
by Amoose)

o

Over 9 million walleye fry
were hatched by the Bad River
Hatchery, Odanah, WI, thisspring,
according 10 Bad River Fisheries
Speciatist Joe Rose.

For Bad River the major lirnit-
ing factor in the newly renovated
hatchery complex is the lack of
adequate rearing pond space to pro-
duce larger quantitics of finger-
lings, Rose notes, adding that the
plans for expansion are in the mak-
ing.

Rose, who has managed the

. hatchery since 1987, noted that the

cooperative project with the Cable-
area Fish for the Future (see anticle
page 3 of MASINAIGAN) re-
sulted in 1.3 million walleye fry.
600,000 were stocked into Lake
Namekagon, an off-reservation
lake, and 700,000 were placed into
various off-reservation rearing
ponds in the Cable arca afier they
had been hatched in Bad River's
facility,

The remainder of the fry were
stocked into the Bad and Kakagon
Rivers on the Bad River Reserva-
tion and 200,000 are currently in
o-rescrvation rearing ponds,

An additional 3 million fry re-
ceived from the USFWS were also

- +

T

Bad iVer sek gr
9,337,500 walleye fry p

stocked into the two large reserva-
tion rivers.

Rose notes that both the Bad
and Kakagon Rivers are major
tributaries 10 Lake Superior, and
while the stocking occurs on the
reservation and benefits tribal fish-
ermen, the ChequamegonBay sport
fishery is a major beneficiary of
the Tribe's stocking operation.

Rose and Russeli Corbine,
hatchery manager, work with the
hatchery on a full-time basis. How-
ever, five other staff are employed
scasonally.

Although walleye have been.
the primary focus of Bad River’s
hatchery, Rose states that they are
currently in the process of acquir-
ing brood stock for a limited stur-
geon culture project. Rose is infer-
ested in the production of stur-
geon, but views the hatchery as in
a “developmental stage™ in this
regard,

Another hatchery project in-
volvestagging and datacollection,
Rose's crew has been performing
mark and recapture studies for
population estimates on Lhe
Kakagon River over the past four
years, 50 has now acquired a sub-

N X

Callec

ting fisk for spawn. (Staff photo)

eater rearing capacity
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roduced-

S

Joe Dan Rose, Bad River Natural Resvurce Sp

Erickson)

stantial data basc for anestimate of
the river’s walleye,

Expansion plans

. Plans are in the wings for fur-
ther expansion of the haicheries

- capacity. Major renovations over
the past threg years have essen-
tially rebuilt the old hatchery struc-
ture, provided insulation and year-
round operating capabilities, The
hatchery's current capacity is 179
quarts of eggs, Rose states. Each

quan can produce about 200.000-
260,000 frv.

64 Bell jarsarecachcapableof
producing 2 quans, and the
hatchery’s § Big Redds can hold
eleven quarts each. Essentially,
hatching plenty of fry is no prob-
lem, :
However, the lack of rearing
space is. This is the problem ad-
dressed by the new plan, which
was submitted March, 1991 as a
Congressional Appropriation Re-

ecialist, milks a speared walleye jor eggs. (Photo by Sue

quest for $360.000. The funds
would provide the hatchery new
ponds, equipment and staff neces-
sary to expand fingerling produc-
tion.

Supported by the Bayfield
County Board, the Cable Area
Chamber of Commerce and the
Wisconsin Department of Naturat
Resources, Rose is optimistic -
about the request, but doesn’t an-
ticipate final word until the end of
summer. '

Big Redds are the state-of-the-art in katching fish eggs. The units are -

space efficient and capable of producing 1 million fry each. Many of

the tribal hatcheries have used Big Redds as an answer (o limited. -
_ Jacilities, (Photo by Amaoose) . : B -

A garage currently houses the hatchery . operation at the Red Clff Reservation. Red Cliff is looking
forward 1o a new, permanent facility for its hatchery operation. (Photo by Amoose) "
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800,000 walleye fr

The hatchery run by Sokaogon
. Band of Chippewa relied entirely
dneges collected from speared fish
this year, according to Leonard
Guth, tribal planner who works
with the hatchery operation.
There's a “homey” feel to the
Sokoagon Band’s tribal hatchery
operation, which is housed in the
basement of Leonard Guth Jr., a
privale citizen. Partof the pleasure
of operating Big Redd incubators
istheircapacity tohatch large quan-
tities of eggs in minimum space,
making them conducive for use
. when building facilities are lim-
ited. '
Guth is pleased with the 80%
reproduction rate on the incubated
- eggs this year. The eggs, he says,
were taken from fish speared and
collected at the Pelican Lake land-
ing.
The eggs, Guth said, took 1310
14 days to hatch in the Big Redds.
75%, or approximately
400,000 fry, were stocked in Peli-
can Lake, Guth said. In addition
200,000 were stocked in Mole
Lake, an on-reservation lake.
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The Tribe is currently using
about 2 acresofrearing ponds space
in three separate ponds to raise
fingerlings. About 50,000 fry were
distributed among the four small
rearing ponds,

The Tribe has begn producing

.walleye fry overthe past four years,

Guth says, They began with the
acquisition of one Big Redd and
then added another Big Redd two
years ago doubling their capacity.

In addition, the Tribe is con- §

tinuing with a cooperative rearing
agreement with 3 private hatcher-
ies which will split fingerling pro-
duction with the Tribe on a 50-50
basis.

The hatchery will stock 60
acres plus under these agreements
at a DNR-proposed rate of 40,000
fry peracre. -

Guth states that the Sokoagon
Band is trying to solicit hatchery
money in order {0 expand the
present operation. While walleye
reproduction and stocking is im-
portant to the Band, Guth said, it
does not always topthe priority list
as the Tribe faces other needs.

1.5 million walleye fry prod

Expansion of the current Lac

- Courte Oreilles haichery facility is
underway and will serve to pro-
vide the growing operation with
additional rearing facilitics and a

Hozised ina :enipa}ary facility, LCO maintains a hatchery operation usfngBigRedd Units for incubalion..
A new facility including rearing ponds and a building
ready Jfor next spring, (Photo by Amoose)

permanent building,

The new site will include four
rearing ponds: twoone acre ponds
and two 1/2 acre ponds, according
to Leslie Ramczyk, LCO conser-

vation director. :

The expanded rearing space
will accommodate the fry-produc-
ing capacity of the hatchery’sseven
Big Redds, each witha potential of

are currently under construction and should be

y produced

Leonard Guth, Sokaogon Tribal Hatchery, releases walleye fry into Peh'ca ké:.

hatching 1 million eggs.

Wwhile Lac Courte OQreilles
{(LCO) has long been involved in
incubation and stocking of wall-
eye, the current program has been
inoperation forthe past three years
underthe supervisionof Ramczyk.

The 1991 season yielded 1.5
million walleye fry for the Lac
Courte Oreillgs stocking program,

| Ramczyk says.

None of the hatched fry have
been stacked as yet, but are being
reared in ponds currently leased by
the tribal hatchery. Stocking will
occurthis fall whenthe walleve fry
reachfingerlingsizeof 5"-7." LCO
prefers stocking fingerlings to fry
because of the increased survival
rate.

Lakes which will receive the
fish have not yet been determined.

-Ramczyk anticipates that the ma-

jority of the stocking will occur on
on-reservation lakes, - : :

However, she is working with
the regional WDNR fish manager
as to stocking needs and will re-
ceive the WDNR's recommenda-
tions.

_ The new hatchery, which is
being constructedundera $200,000
Community Development Block
Grant, should be completed prior
1o next spring's operation,

Rarnczyk states. .

sobioley SRke
(Photo by Amoose)

Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Hatchery

pliPE}

_ The construction of the rear-
ing ponds is in process and going

along well, Ramczyk comments, -

although some difficulty was en-
countered in oblaining appropriate
clay liners for the ponds, The new

facility should be complete for

spring 1992,
_ The LCO Hatchery will con-
tinve to concentrate on walleye

reproduction for the next couple

years, according to Ramczyk. How-
ever, she envisions the hatchery

ture.

_ At this point LCO’s hatchery
1s geared towards stocking rather
than any commercial efforts.

. Ramczykisassisted inhercon-
servation program by four conser-
vauon wardens and a secretary-
dispatcher, Expansion ofthe hatch-

ery does hot signify an expanded =

staff at this time, Ramczyk says,
however, the ‘hatchery has

benefitied from the WCC program -

and its crew,

producing other species in the fu- -

Croix biologist.

St Crom Tribal Hatehery

260,000 walleye fry; 750 walleye fingerlings produced

The stocking goals of the St. !
Croix Tribal hatcherywilignhance Wwith'the St. Croix hatchery opera-
seven lakes in four counties this tion for the past three years, re-
year, according to Beth Greif, St. ports a 74% hatch-out rate from

Greif, who has been working

. the two and one-haif liters of eggs

Big Redds are usedb_v the St. Croix Tribal Hatchery to incubate walleye eggs. (Photo by Amcase)

incubatedinthe haichery’s BigRedds.

St. Croix gathered the eggs
through a netting process during
the spring spawning season. Greif
states that the Tribe has worked
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cooperatively with the WDNR as
they fyke net for assessment pur-
poses and collect eggs from en-
trapped females. The hatchery has
also collected eggs from speared
walleye.

Of the hatched walleye fry,
260000 have been stocked in
Round Lake and approximately
700,000 have been placed into one
large rearing pond and 52,000 into
a small pond, ‘Both ponds are be-

| ing leased by the tribal haichery.

Greif feels positive about the
status of the fry in the ponds and
reports that the rearing seems to be
going well. She anticipates stock-
ing 10 take place in: Big Round
Lake, Polk Co.; Red Lake, Dou-

: glas Co.; and North Sand, Rooney

Lake, Lipsett Lake, Yellow Lake
and Sand Lake, all in Burnett

County, this fall. -

The St. Croix stocking pro-
gram and hatchery have witnessed

i steady growthsince 1980 whenthe

Tribe first began stocking with
purchased walleye fry and finger-
ling, Greif states.

The Tribe has begn raising fish
in rented ponds since 1987 and
began ingubation in 1989 with the
purchase of Big Redds.

Tribal stocking totals over the

past several years include: 1987-

1990—207,000 walleye finger-
lings; 1687-1991—469,000 wall-
eye fry; 1988-1991—233,000 fin-
gerling in a cooperative project
with USFWS stocking in on and
off reservation lakes
Greif indicates that, while the
emphasis off the hatchery is on
walleye repreduction,:they have
also reared and stocked large
amounts of largemouth bass over
the past several years. '
Greif, who works as the tribal
biologist and program director, is
assisted by the St. Croix conserva-
tion warden and seasonally em-
ployed fishery aides. :
Needs continue to surface, she
states, and the Tribeis alwayslook-
ing for additional funding for the
haichery. Rearing pond space is
one priority, according to Greif,
who, like other hatchery manag-
ers, dreams of greater capacity to
stock fingerlings in preference to
fry.
Overall, Greif is pleased with
the successful 1991 season and is
appreciative of the continuing sup-
port and backing from the tribal
council as the hatchery grows.

Keweenaw Bay Tribal Hatchery

15,000 whitefish fingerlings released

Responding with a positive

effort to concemns overthe status of
the Lake Trout fishery in Lake
Supetior, the Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community (KBIC) has un-
dertaken the project of developing
a hatchery operation over the past

- several years, :

In 1989 Mike Donofrio, fish-
ery biologist for KB, launched a
hatchery program at the request of

the tribal council. Currently, they

are awaiting word on a funding
request for anew hatchery facility.
- Thehatchery operation, unby

" Donefrio and assistant Evelyn

- Smith, has been housed in a make-
shift facility since its inception.
Located in a 15’ by 20' building
which was formerly the tribal wa-

~ terplant, the hatchery has encoun-
_ tered both problems and successes.
In May 15,000 whitefish fin-:

gerlings were released into
Keweenaw Bay from eggs that
were collected Jast fall, :
‘Donofrio and Smith, who also
perform assessment netting forlake
troutand whitefish population stud-
ies, collected eggs neited fish.
Eggs from both lake trout and
whitefish were gathered and fertil-

"~ ized. 40,000 lake trout fry did not

survive due to problems with wa-
ter chlorination.

However, Donofriois optimis-
tic about the survival rate of the
stocked whitefish. He feels the
stocked fingedings will have a half-
year headstart on the native finger-
lings whohave had to contend with
cold temperatures ang other envi-
ronmental conditions.

Plans are underway for the
construction of an entirely new
hatchery on'the” KB Reservation

.which would eliminate many of

theobstaclescurrenily encountered
and substantially expand the pro-
duction capacity of the hatchery,
Donofrio says. -

A $400,000 funding request’
has been submitted o Congress,

The request which would provide
a permanent site for the
hatchery,and also includes a 50' by

- 120' building, or 6,000 square feet

of hatchery space. _
The plans envision the pro-

- ductionofabout 200,000 yearlings

annuallyusing ihree 8' cementrace-
ways in the building for rearing.
‘The proposed raceways would be
8 feet wide and 4 deep.

Ideaily Donofrio would like to

would require rearing them for 18
to 24 meonths, : :

Word is being waited on the
proposal at this time, however,
Donofrio says heisoptimistic about
receiving funding towards thenew
facility.

Meanwhile, Donofrio is in-
volved in surveying various sites

[~ T
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which would lend themseives 10
the new hatchery. Checking water
quality and water supply is, of
course, one critical component in
site selection, _ :

‘Eggs will again be gathered
this October, both lake trout and

whitefish, during the fall assess-

ment process and incubated in the

¥

20 on as the, .
‘much needed’ funds that will nim

Heath trays which are currently
part of the hatchery equipment.
The hatchery will also be using
some hatching jar this vear for the
first season. -

. So, hatthery: production will
Tribe waits for the

the proposal into a reality.

stock yearling size fish, which h;me Dar’_:oﬁi&l Keweenaw Bay, ‘plauzs whitefish fingeriings into Lake Superior. (Photo by Amaose}
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Keweenaw Bay Batchery prepare to plant whitefish fingertings. (Photo by Amoose)
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Leonard Guth, Mole Lake agjus

is Water temperature before stocking
walleye fry. (Photo by Amoose)
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