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Congratulatlons to GLIFWC's eleven member
- Chippewa tribes on GLIFWC'’s tenth annlversary'

10 years of tribal self-regulation of off-reservation seasons

10 years of meaningful off-reservation harvest for tribal members -
%10 years of resource management with a tribal perspective-

10 years towards achieving cooperation and understanding-

On GLIFWC’s tenth anniversary, special tribute and thanks is given to the tribal leaders who have supported |
GLIFWC staff and the many tribal members (all Ogichidaa) who continued to exercise their rights under -

tremendous social pressure and threats of physical danger.

 Inside features highlights from GLIFWC’s history through 1989. The next cdmon will continue the hnstory _

through 1993.
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wins SEC action against
'Exxon Crandon project

Sinsinawa, Wis.—The Securities and

Exchange Commission (S8EC) ruled Janu-

ary 31s¢ that the Exxon Corp. could not
‘exclude a. controversial resolution from
stockholder consideration. The SEC an-
nouncement means the Sinsinawa congre-
- pation of Dominican sisters will share their
concerns with fellow sharcholders at
Exxon’s stockhelder’s meeting in Dallas,
Texas, April 27th.

- The resolution, (se¢ sidebar) intro-
duced by the Sinsinawa congregation, asks
the Exxon Corp. to prepate a repart for the
sharcholders on specific aspects of Exxon’s
mining activitics: 1) the socioeconomic
and environmental impact of it's opera-
. tions on Indigenous communities. 2} dis-
closure of local resistance to Exxon backed
mining projects.

Toni Harris, spokeswoman for the
Sinsinawa community said, *We are deeply
concerned, as investors and believe that
other Exxon sharcholders would want to
know that certain factors may make our
invesiments less than reliable.”

Harris said, “flat metal prices are one
issue, of concern. Howeverthe Company’s
exposure to local resistance in communi-
ties like the Crandon/Mole Lake project
could create a situation of costly delays and
litigation that threaten our return on invest-
ment.”

Exxon's Crandon project, a partner-
ship with Rio Algom, is facing organized
opposition from statewide environmental
groups and several Indian tribes.

The Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa,

Menominee, Stockbridge-Munsee, and
Forest County Potawatomi tribes have
formed an Inter-Tribal Council to oppose

the Crandon Project. In January the Oneida

Tribe informed Mole Lake they would join
in opposition to the Crandon mine.

“Obviously this kind of organization
and activity, combined with treaty rights in
the ceded territory suggests that the corpo-
ration may be in for a very protracted and
expensive process,” said Harris.

Mole Lake Chippewa Tribal Chair-
man Arlyn Ackley said, “we support the
shareholder effort by the Sinsinawa and
five other religious investors of the ICCR
(Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsi-
bility). We appreciate their actions on our
behalf to inform the real decision makers
the stackholders—about our concerns.”

ICCR is a New York based coalition
of nearly 250 Protestant and Roman Catho-
lic orders, denominations, dioceses, pen-
sion funds and health care corporations.

1CCR members have commitied their re-

sources, specifically their investments to
holding corporations socially accountable.

“We see our shareholder actions as a -

vehicle to give access to corporate board
rooms for communities like Mole Lake,”
Harris said.

“We expect Exxon’s board of direc-
tors will recommend against adoption of
our resolution,” Harris said. “We received
a draft copy of their recommendation to
shareholders. It fails to make any mention
of the orgamzed Native and environmeutal

“epposition to the Crandon project,”
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submitted for Exxon meeting

“Mining operatlons

WHEREAS at least eight orebodies consisting of copper, zine, silver and gold
deposits have been identified in areas of northern Wlsconsm in close proximity to
several Native American communities;

WHEREAS, since 1978, more than 50,000 acres of farm and forest lands have
been contracted for mineral exploratlon and development within this province by
several corporations including Our Company;

WHEREAS Native American nations (e.g. Mole Lake Sokaogon Chlppewa,
Potawatomi, Menominee, Stockbridge-Munsee) and other citizen groups in Wiscon-
sin have publicly challenged the Crandon Project because of implications for the
environment and the exercise of treaty rights; -

WHEREAS, local resistance to our Company’s plans and activities in Wiscon-
sin may create an unstable investment climate, jeopardizing retums to shareholders.

RESOLVED that the shareholders request the Board of Directors to provide a
full written report to all shareholders within four months of the 1994 annual meeting.
This report (not directly affecting the competitive position of our company) shall
include the following information on speclﬁcs of our mining operations, both surface
and underground.

1. Buman, social and environmental concerns
A. In areas where mining is presently underway and in proposed mining
operations, describe Company policies regarding:
1. Impact on indigenous peoples:
2. Impact on those elements unique to specific local environments.
3 Impact on any sacred sites of indigenous communities.
- B. What is our Company’s policy regarding claims by indigenous groups to
lands on or near which our Company has a mining operation?
C. In view of the potential environmental risks of mining operations, what
efforts is our Company making to minimize these in localities of its operations,
specifically in plans for reclamation for pollution abatement?

H. Local resistance

-For each current mining operation, describe our Company’s relattonshlp with
the govemments, with indigenous groups and with private citizens in the mining area.
Describe the nature of and reason(s) for any public opposition to our Company’s
mining operations wherever this may occur.

Supporting Statement

Mining operations in all cases entail risk. Such risk may be exacerbated when
local populations stand in opposition to the mining project. Further, such OppOSltl.Ol'l
from indigenous peoples can occasion publicity detrimental to the best interests of
all of the Company’s operations. We believe our Company should do all in its power
to remove any risks by openly reporting its actions and policies in a way that will
further dialogue with all interested parties.

We believe that the process of preparing such a report can lead the Company. to

economically more viable and more beneficial to the people and to the environment
affected by these operations.

* theme of honoring the Mother Earth, asthe

reexamine its mining operations. and to redirect them in ways which may be - Benton-Benai comments, putting things

Problems tor the

. areservation which is still capable of sus-

- healthy stands of wild rice in the lake..

Of women andthewater

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Mole Lake Wis.—A very particular and challenging
covenant has been passed to Anishinabekwe (Chippewa
women) to be the Keepers of the Water, according to Eddie
Benton-Benai, Three Fires Midewin Society. “The women
have been entrusted with the Water and the men with the

 Fire. These are two things that sustain life. If you take care’

of them, they will take care of you.”

Respect for the Spirit of Water, that which gives life to
all other beings, and special attendance to that Spirit stems
from the aricient teachings of the Anishinabe people, states
Benton-Benai. These teachings have been passed down
from generation to generation for the benefit of the People
and the Mother Earth.

The Fire comes from the center of the Rarth and the
Water falls from a great and beautiful lake above. In the
spring andthe fall the Water runs into the Lodgeand through
the people. When it touches the Earth, it becomes the
responsibility of the women to be Keepers of the Water,
Benton-Benai explains.

Inthe old days women usedtolisten for the time “when
the water turns over,” he says. It was a significant time,
when a lake’s ice would heave before break-up and a loud

booming would signify its time of change. They would -

know that soon it would be time for spring ceremonies as the
lake was purging itself, he says.

The teachings provide wisdom and understanding and
values which are timeless and may ¢ven assume an even
greater significance as the world faces eco-
logical devastation today, Benton-Benai
notes.

Central to the teachmgs has been the

life giver, and caring for her and all the
other forms of life before all other things. It
is also a forward-thinking vision thrusting
responsibility into the future and the well-
being of the Seventh Generation, not just
those currently inhabiting the Earth,
Benton-Benai states.

“You may gain the whole world and,
. .in the end lose your stocks and bonds,”

into a modern situation. His guestion re-
mains: “What do we - mtend to leave for
those to come?”

Keepers g

~ The same questlon is asked daily by
members of the Mole Lake band of
Sokoagon Chippewa, faced today with the
prospect of a major copper/zinc mine justa
mile and a half from its small reservation
and near to the watershed of the Wolf
River.:

- For Fran Van Zile, Mole Lake clerk of
courts, mother and grandmother, the an-
swer is simple, She intends to leave a
healthy environment for her grand-
children’s children’s children to enjoy and

taining them, providing clean water and

~ Butshe fears each day for the reserva-
tion and the river. , .for the water which is

- o ] -
Rivers: fran's story-
Grandma, don’t talk about the mine
Because when you do,
You cry too much...Grandmother
don’t cry...

| But, Chzld my tears are for the nvers,

and streams who are dying. .

Child, these tears are just small rivers
of grief and its for you I am crying,
As Grandmother, Mother, the Mother

| Earth Mother, giver of life, I am trying

to keep the womb clean, the blood pure

for the rush of new birth. . .and I ¢an hear
Grandmother’s Grandmother’s strong, soft spirit
sighing and the voices carried in the winds

they too are crying. . .for the water,

for the water my tears flow. .

but Child, if you take my hand,

my eyes will dry, and we will go

together to the river ard listen to its wise

stories of centuries. . .for the river has many voices.
(A water ceremony will be taking place sometime in
March or early April on Spirit Hill near the Exxon mine
site. Fran invites all women, Indian and non-Indian, to

help her with this ceremony. For information call Fran:
(715) 478-2604)

“Women know their role,” she says. “It has been given
to them from the teachinps and the Lodge. It is time for us
to unite.”

“Earth is the Mother and it needs blood (water) to give
life,” comments Robert Van Zile, Mole Lake and member
of the Three Fires Society. “Women will be lifted up to take
a position in this...There is force behind this effort to keep
the water pure as Keepers of the Water.”

Like the Earth, women are the givers of life, he noted.
“Itis not just mining, but a more encompassing need for care
taking. The women will look back to the Elders for strength
and wisdom as they take up and resume their role.”

The women will find power from the Spirits of Water
itself, he states.

For Fran the problem of the proposed mine is most
immediate. She knows of no “safe” mine and recognizes
that promises of reclamation and safe measures can be
meaningless in ten, twenty, fifty or one hundred years, when
leaks emerge and the system fails. Too many similar cir-
cumstances point to the devastation of mining efforts for
Fran to putfaith in 2 mining company’s promises oreven the
State’s permitting process.

Her charge is to be a Keeper of the Water, and her

-attention is directed to the River and its tributaries, to Swamp

Creek, and Rice Lake, where the band’s annual supply of
wild rice is harvested. The impact from contamination or
dewatering could devastate that fragile resource, she says.

Water, womeén and the force

“Water is the spark of life,” explains Fred Ackley, h
Mole Lake tnbal judge. “If you take sand and a seed,

you need water to spark that life, that
growth.

We are conceived in water, blrthed in
water. All life is hinged on water.”

“Both the Water and the Fire possess
a duality. They can both be givers and
takers of life,” states Eddie Benton-Benai.

“Qur water systems are the circula-
tory system of the Earth. We cannot poison
it,” says Fran Van Zile,

Toptotect the well-being of the water,
so critical to the lives of nations and gen-
erations is a critical, contemporary prob-
lem, affecting not only human life but al}
other forms of life as well.

It is natural that women, ihe birth-
givers, have the responsibility to care for
the water, although the task has assumed
. monumental proportions looming in the
form of international corporate interests
today.

_ The tasks for the women are heavy, .

notes Robert Van Zile, but the power and
the force to meet the challenges will be:
given them this spring as the spirits of the
water are summoned. “The force and the
strength and the power will be there,” he
states.

The powerof the Arﬁshinabcgwomen
united would be felt, according to Benton-
Benai, who credits the women as the force
- behind all significant changes in Indian .
country.

“Men usually get the headlmes but
. the women have been the force,” he states.

. It has been the women, pointing to the
challenges and asking, “Where are the war-
riors?” that has instigated action, and they

Fran Van Zile, member of the Mole Lake Band of Sokoagon Chippewa, is ¢ mother
and grandmother concerned about the potential poisoning of the Wolf River watershed
and the eventual impact on all life which relies on that water as a source of life.
Traditionally charged as “Keepers of the Water,” she feels women must act now on

- behalf of commg generations to prevenr the poHutwn of the Earth’s system. (Phoro
by Amoose)

have been thete as critical support when
men have been on the front lines.
Reflecting somewhat, he adds with a
smile, “If all women stand up in the same
“direction, they can move mountains into
deserts, you know.”

Iuausp:cmus along one of Crandon’s main streets is the main ofﬁce for the Crandan ~ | =~ theblood of Mother Earth. She is drawing
Mining project, which recently announced filing for a mining permit with the WDNR. = - | ~ strength and commitment from her tradi-
- While the office does little to attract attention, the Mole Lake band of Chippewa find tion, knowing that women have been en-
-~ the mining proposal stemming from the place threatening to the resources and the . - trusted as Keepers of the Water for the
- continued weli-bemg of their reservation and way of life. (Photo by Amoase) -Anishinabeg. '

Acrass rhe wa y from Ni Win’s new headquaners (see page 4) are no trespassmg s:gns
on lands awned by the mmmg interests. photo by Amaose




' MASINAIGAN PAGE 4

Ni Wm purchases ne
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- By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer
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Mole Lake, Wis.

Chippewa.

The four tribes share a common “life line,” the Wolf River,
which is bemg;eopardlzed byy a proposed eoppen’zmc mine atits

watershed.

Hawpetoss and Dave Grignon, Menominee Historic Preser-
vation Program, had come to Mole Lake on Feb. 17th in order to
smudge a building recently purchased by Ni Win as a headquar-
ters for the organization. The traditional ceremony prepared the
house for its new use and new owners by inviting in the good

5plrlls and removing the bad.

“Now we have common space, common ground, and a
spiritual center to carry on the tasks of the Ni Win,” Hawpetoss -

¢xplained.

The home was formerly private property within the bound-
aries of the Mole Lake Reservation. It is surrounded by land
owned by the Crandon Mining Company, the front company for

Exxon and Rio Algom.

Ni Win had its unofficial beginnings when the four tribes
joined together in 1984 to be sure the tribes’ interests were
represented during the permitting process for Exxon’s propased
copper-zinc mine near Crandon, Hawpetoss states.

In 1986 when Exxon announced jt was abandoning the
permitting process, Menominee leader Hillary Waukau had told
the people that this was not a moment for celebration because the
process had only been delayed The mining company, he said,

waould return.

The return of Exxon in partnershlp with Rio Algom in 1993
proved Waukau’s predictions to be true, Hawpetoss noted. And
now Ni Win, as a more formal consortium of tribes established in

—'Ni Win” means four in Ojibewa, states
Louis Hawpetoss, a Menominee representative to the inter-tribal
organizalion named Ni Win, which is a consortium of four
Wisconsin tribes. They include the Menominee, Forest County

- Potawatomi, Stockbridge-Munsce, and the Mole Lake Band of

1992, must rekindle its activity to defeat the opening of a mine which will impact all four

of lhe member reservations.

The threatened degradation of the Wolf River, a resource highly valued and
respecied by all four tribes, is one of their primary concems.

The Menomonie reservation had been unsuccessful in gaining recognition as an
affected party during the first permmmg ptocess in 1984, Hawpetoss states. The
reservation lies 50 miles down river of the mine. However, Hawpetoss believes thatif the

river is degraded at its source, it will carry the contammanon through the rest of the -

system.

The prevention of that possrbrhty is the main impetus of Ni Win,
" They are currently involved in the organization of a ma_;or environmental conference
to be held on the Mole Lake reservation June 15-19th. It is the annual conference of the

Crandon Mining C ompany
~ files Notice of Intent

Crandon, Wis,—Crandon Mining
Company took the first formai step in Feb-

ruary toward seeking permits from the .

Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
“ sources (DNR) to mine its zinc and copper
- orebody south of Crandon. -
- The company filed with the DNR its
Notice of Intent (see sidebar) and its pro-
‘posed Scope of Study, listing studies 1o be
done on local air and water quality, fish
and wildlife, social and ¢economic condi-
tions and other topics. '
* The data will be used in preparing
" permit applications and completing envi-
ronmental reviews. Under state law, the
DNR will hold a public heating on our
~ Notice of Intent within 45 to 90 days.
- . In announcing the filing, company
President Jerry Goodrich called for open
- dialogue and invited local residents to a
~ series of community information forumsto

discuss the mine proposal and the state

perrnlt Process.

“This process will look at issues close '

to the hearts of people who live and visit
here,” Goodrich said. “My message to lo-
cal residents issimply, ‘Getinvolved, Over

* the next two or three years, you can help

decide what issues are addressed and how

they are resolved. Your-input canmaked .

difference.

“The permit process is built on open
dialogue,” Goodrich said. “It includes ev-
eryone. It welcomes all viewpoints. it’s no
secret there are many viewpoints about this
mine, but 1 would venture 10 say we all

-agree on one critical thing: the need to
_ protect the resources that make this area

what it is. Economy, environment, Native

American communities, tourism, scenery, .

recreation—all of it has to be protected. On

that there is no argument.

The new Ni Win headquarters wrh‘ providea cammou!y owned place for the inrer-mbal consortium tomeet and
to hold ceremonies. Ni Win represents the Menominee, Stockbridge-Munsee; Forest County Potawatomi and
the Mole Lake band of Chippewa. Above are Louis Hawpeloss, Menominee; Robert Van Zile,Male Lake; Dave
Grignon, Menominee, and Eugene Smith MafeLake,foHowmg ceremames to prepare the building forits new
use. (Photo by Amgose)

Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN), an intemational organization working on
behalf of indigenous nations whose environments and consequently cultures are being
destroyed,

Representatives from across the Amencas will be present. The fENconference is
being held simultaneously with the Protect the Earth Rally and the Mole Lake tradrtlonal
Strawberry Pow-wow,

There will be no lack ofactwrty atall levels, Hawpetoss states. From the spiritual to
political arenas of life, participants will be unmersed in the activities and thoughts
required to act on behalf of Mother Earth. .

Ni Win is also working with the Midwest Treaty Network in planning a rally at the
Capitol in Madison atnoon on March 14th. The rally is designed to bring publicawareness
of the mining proposal and the risks involved,

Already active and committed to the preservation of their native lands and resources,
- the Ni Win tribes view their new headquarters as another leg in the long and arduous -

process of defending the river, their land, their heritage, and their future,
Permitting process

-

Notice of -

Required
Intent”

Publi¢c Hearing

Environmental

~ - [ Impact Report Environmental
- : , and Economic
Permit Studies

Application

' Draft " Required -
EIS  |=—

Public Hearing

. : : lénvironmental
Final q Impact

.Decisiqn " Statement
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Focus on the Lake Superlor flshery
ITrends in market and management discussed

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Red Cliff, Wis.—The needs and issues
of the tribal commercial fishermen were

- the focus of a conference coordinated by

Jim Thannum and Sharon Nelis, GLIFWC
Planning and Development Division, the
evening of February 16th at Red CIiff.

Topics covered during the course of
the conference included fish marketing
prospects, enforcement, stocking issues,
threats to the Lake Superior fishery, and
current fishery management trends.

Bill Moulder, Creative Marketing
Communications, Inc. , provided an over-
view of market demandsin 1993, Moulder
predicts a steady and increasing market for
fresh or frozen Lake Superior fish, but

emphaslzedtheneedforconvemencepack- '
aging bothforrestaurantsand grocery sales. - -

A rising demand for fish nationally,
accompanied by depleted stocks of popu-
lar ocean fish, provides an optimistic pic-
fure for Lake Superlor species, according
to Moulder,

Fishing for species such as ocean cod
and pollack are being restricted, Moulder
stated, because those species have been
over-harvested. Growing publicawarteness
of fish from contaminated waters will also
make Lake Superior fish attractive to con-
sumers, he noted.

Moulder provided several recommen-
dations for expanding market potennal
These included:

#nadvertisingto acquaint market with
Lake Superior species

#rcreating a value-added protiuct

Aucustom packaging rather than hand
processing

Zaconsider obtaining marketing staff.

Don Gumoe, Buffalo Bay Fish Com-
pany, a tribally-owned and operated com-
pany, reported on marketing efforts by
Buffalo Bay this year. Gurnoe cited tribal
casino restaurants as a target for fresh-
caught fish.

He has been working with the Mystrc

" Lake and Treasure Island Casinos in terms

of providing a regular supply of fish.

Casino managers, he noted, are con- -
.cerned about three things: 1) a good prod-

uct; 2) a competitive price; and 3) reliabil-
ity for delivery.

Gurnoe was optimistic about the ar-
rangements with the two casinos and feels
that regular runs to the southern portion of
the state will make stops for smaller sales
along the route more viable.

River ruffe hit -
Chequamegon Bay :

Like the sea lamprey, the river ruffe
were introduced into Lake Superior in the
ballast water of foreign ships, These exotic
fish flourish in friendly waters and repro-"
duce 10 become a threat to the native fish
stocks, such as yellow perch, whitefishand
lake trout.
~ ‘Tom Busiahn, USFWS fisheries bi-
ologist, provided an update on the prob-

“lems related to the introduction of the tiny
_ river ruffe, Brologlsts, he noted, are con- .

.............................

The level of mercury contamination in walleye from the Kakagon River is a source of
concern for Bad River fisheries biologist Joe Dan Rose who provided a presentation
during the GLIFWC conference fortribal commercial fishermen, A bove, Roseprepares
materials for his presentation, (Photo by Amoose)

cerned because ruffe are spreading and
have been detected in the Chequamegon

- Bay area, notably in the Lower Bad and

Sioux Rivers.

The USFWSin conjunction withother
agencies, including the Great Lakes Indian
Fish & Wildlife Commission, have been
studying the ruffe for the past several years

. and looking at effective means of prevent-

mg their spread.

- . BEfforts, to date, have not been suc-
cessful Busiahn stated, and he feels that
the use of chemical treatment in river
mouths will be the only effective means of
limiting their population.

Problems related with the river ruffe
relate to elimination of the forage base for
native fish. The ruffe, Busiahn said, repro-
duceexplosively. Thoughhny,they quickly
number in the millions and consume the
food base used by the yellow perch,

While use of chemical treatment is
nota popular choice, Busiahn feels that it is
probably the only choice available to fish-
ery managers. Efforts at predator introduc-

~ tion and netting have not been sufficiently

effective to control the spread of ruffe.
Chemicals, such TMF used as a
lampricide, are the next option. However,
those are also very costly, Busiahn stated.
~ Currently, the USFWS plans on

‘chemical treatment between Saxon Har-

bor, Wis. and the Porcupine Mountains in
Michigan. However fundmgforthe project
is not yet available, hs said.

USFWS has produced avideoonriver

__.ruffe for public education purposes which
is available at the USFWS office in Ashland. -

 Tribal fishery biologists report
- on studies, trends and issues

Decreased lake trout stocking pro-

posal: Bill Mattes, GLIFWC Great Lakes -

biologist and section leader, reportedona
proposal by the USFWS to eliminate lake
trout stocking in areas of Lake Superior

‘where rehabilitation has oceurred,

~ Criteria have bgen developed by the
Lake Superior Technical Committee of the

Great Lakes Fisheries  Commission and

-------- b AT ST UL e T

drafis of the criteria are available for review.,

Mercury contamination: Joe Dan
Rose, Bad River fisheries biologist, re-
ported on studies in the Kakagon Sloughs.
Bad River has been performing both fish
stock assessments and population trend
studies,

Recently, walleye have also begen
tested to determine the degree of mercury
contamination. Rose noted that testing re-
vealed that walleye from the Kakagon con-
tained about .046 ppm of mercury which is
comparable to fish taken fromthe St Louis
River in Minnesota.

Rose noted that he was surprised to
see such high levelsof mercury in Kakagon
fish as the river has not been exposed to

nearly as many contaminantsasthe St. Louis.

Survival rates studied at Red CIiff:
Besides routine fish assessments, which
reveal an upward trend in lake trout repro-
duction, Mike Gallinat, Red Cliff fisheries

bmlogrst has been involved in studying
survival rates on fish released from nets.

Live fish released from nets are trans-
ported to tanks in the hatchery where they
are tagged and observed for several days
prior to reiease, Gallinat stated.

To date, studies have revealed that
larger fish are surviving better, but most
importantly that high survival rates, rang-
ing between 89%-94% were observed for
fish that arrived alive at the dock.

“Qverall mortalities from fish surviv-
ing to the dock and held for 48 hours were
lower in our study than those reported for
hookandlinereleased lake trout. ;. Gallinat

© stated.
Only a small difference in mortality

rates was observed between seasons, with
summer mortality rates being higher, and

. no significant difference in survival was

based on the anatomical location where the

fish was caught, he said.

- Gallinat feels that the study is a good
basis for allowing live release of lake trout
into the lake from commercial fishermen's
nets, a practise which is cusrently not al-
lowed.

Hatchery reports: Blologrsts from

 the Red Cliff, Keweenaw Bay, and Bad

Riverhatcheriesreported on the tribal rear-
ing and stocking programs.

Mike Donofrio, Keweenaw ﬁay fish-

eries biologist, noted that the tribe’s new
hatchery facility began operation in 1993,

The facility will be used to stock
100,000 lake trout yearlings into the
Keweenaw Bay annually. Studies have in-
dicated a decline in lake trout populations
in the Bay, so the program is designed to
bolster that fishery.

Red Cliff’s new facility will be open-
ingthis spring, according to biologist Mike
Gallinait. Three new rearing ponds are in
the final stages before completion. The
construction of the ponds has been jointly
(See Focus on the fishery, page 24)
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- A Lake S upenor for the Seventh Generation

A vision for the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Lake Superior has longbeen the home-
‘land of the Ojibway, known as the Lake
-Superior Chippewa. Following European
settlement of the Great Lakes region, indi-
vidual bands reserved homelands

through treaties near their traditional

village sites.

Consequently, Ojibway rescrvations

dot the shoreline of Lake Superior today
_throughout the United States and Canada,
and Lake Superior continues to play an
important role in the subsistence and spiri-
tual survival of the people,

It is not surpriging that the QOjibway
nations are very concerned today about the
status of Lake Superior as a traditional and
ongoing source of food, water and a re-
source which has been an integral part of
the Ojibway heritage.

Much of the Ojibway concem is fo-
cused on the Lake Superior fishery, a pri-
mary source of food and income, and on

water quality and related issues. Today.

Ojibway people are confronted with prob-
lemns that threaten to diminish and pollute
the fishery, problems stemming, for the
most part, from the industrialized world
around them,

While not part of the cause, the Qjib-
way still seek to be part of the solution
because of the importance of the Lake to

the continued survival of the bands and

their culture.

Consequently, they Thave been work-
- ingcooperatively with otherresource man-
agement agencies to protect the Lake and
have sought a stronger voice in the various
decision-making processes that effect the
management of Lake Superior.

The Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wild-
life Commission (GLIFWC), which repre-
sents eleven Ojibway bands in Minnesota,
Michigan, and Wisconsin, is charged with
the protection and implementation of the
Ojibway treaty rights both in Lake Supe-
rior and the inland lands and waters.

Protection of the treaty right involves
protection of the resource, because a di-
minished resource, or fish and game too
contaminated to use, essentially dimin-
ishes the treaty right as well.

To this end GLIFWC provides both
enforcement and biological staff to work
on issues relating to the protection of the
treaty fishery. This includes annual fish
assessments 10 provide current informa-
tion on stock abundance and trends as-well
_ as work with other initiatives such as lam-
* prey control and river ruffe research.

Recognition of deteriorating water
quality in Lake Superior and its impact on
the fishery and the consumers has placed
- issues refating to improving water quality
high on a pnomy list for: thc QOjibway
hands.

GLIFWC’s Board of Commlsszoners
went on record by resolution in support of
zero discharge into Lake Superior. It has
also gone onrecord in opposition tonew v
_increased discharges of mereury into the

America. .

“Many ye ars ago, my Ojibway ancestors mxgrated to thisarea
from their original homeland on the.eastern shores of North
.Madeline Island was the final stopping place on
this great migration. Here, the Waterdrum of the traditional
Midewiwin Lodge sounded its voice loud and clear. Its voice
traveled far over the water and through )
voice attracted the many bands of the Ojibway until this island
became the capital of the Ojibway nation.”

—Edward Benton-Banai, Mlshomis Book

the woodlands. Its

atmosphere or waters of the ceded territory

as well supporting the curtailment of exist-

ing emissions of mercury which are caus-
ing contamination of the fishery.

It is important to remember that the
Ojibway people traditionally rely heavily
on the fishery for food. They may eat more
fish than the general public, thus toxic
substances in fish such as mercury, PCBs
and chlordane may have a greater impact
on the tribal public. .

GLIFWC, along with representatives

from individual bands, attended the Inter-
national Joint Commission (1JC) meeting
in Windsor, Ontario last fall in order to
better learn how that process works and to
seck avenues for input,

At that meeting a resolution was pre-
sented calling for a Native representative
from the United States and one from Canada
on the 1JC to provide Indian nations with
more than lip-service recognition. _

Tribes seek to be recognized as dis-
tinct sovereign nations with the right to
protect theirown jurisdictions, As GLIFWC
Policy Analyst Jim Zorn stated in a inter-
view, the IJC is reluctant to récognize
tribes at the decision-making level because
it adds yet another entity to consider and
because the tribes may advacate for stricter
standardsthan state or federal governments
may wish.

Currently, the Ojlbway are represented
on working committees of the Great Lakes
Fish Commission, an international organi-
zation which seeks to coordinate the man-
agement of the Great Lakes fishery through
a process of consensus,

Also, Ojibway bands, such as the Bad .

River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa in
Wisconsin, are in the process of instating
their own clean air standards, which will

assist them in controlling pollutants from

outside the reservation and hopefully re-
duce the likelihood adding to the Lake’s
toxic burden. '
Bad River has also gone on record in
oppositionto industry, such as Neutralyss,
being located near the Lake and presenting
another possible threat of poliution to the
Lake. Other bands have opposed construc-
tion of mills, mines, and other industries
whose emissions would further jeopar-
dize and potlute the Lake Superior eco-
system.
. While tribal nations are just begm—
ning to build the staff and expertise re-
quired to directly address many of the

water quality issues affecting Lake Supe-

rior, they continue to assert both their right
to protect the resoutce and a traditional,
tribal viewpoint,

A series of open housas, entitled Northern Imtmtlves, were sponsored by the Wisconsin

The Ojibway bands monitor the status

of many environmental issues, provide -

public information to both the Indian and
non-Indian public, and actively work in
support of legislation and other endeavors
designed to protect the environment. -
Indian nations traditional thought and
belief advocate for the ecosystem and a
holistic approach to management. They

“have always recognized and respected the

significance of each part, no matter how

small, and its relationship fo the whole.
As modem-day stewards of the re-

source, they are committed to the large

tasks ahead which will provide a healthy

environment and a healthy Lake Supe-
rior for the use and enjoyment of the
seven generations to come.

Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) throughout northern Wisconsin this
winter, According to WDNR public information director Dave Kunelius, the open
houses were intended to provide an opportunity for public input and discussion on
resource management issues. That input will be used as a guide in the WDNR'’s

strategic planning, Above, GLIFWC planner Bill Koenen completes a quemonnalre,'
. durmg an open house at WI TC, Ashland (Phoro by Sue Enckson)

i T R S e R S T

concerned

By Sue Enckson
Staff Writer
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GLIFWC fisheries Mille Lacs mezii (burbot)

ready for spring  studied for mercury

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis—While the sound of waves iappmg on the shore
seems very remote to many northerners at this point, GLIFWC'’s inland
fisheries crew know spring is just around the corner, and it will bringa
rush of activity as the ice once again leaves the lakes.

That’s why fisheries crews are using winter months to get ready for
their head-on collision with spring. Ice out will send electrofishing boats
into the chilly waters for spring assessments and biological staffto ali the
spear landings to monitor the spring walleye season. :

According to GLIFWC inland fisheries section leader Andrew
Goyke, GLIFWC is currently working with the WDNR 1o determine a
schedule for electrofishing assessments this spring. Goyke estimates that
20to 24 lakes will be assessed by GLIFWC crews, however the list is not

definite.

Mile Lacs Lake in Minnesota may be included in spring walleye
assessments, Goyke said, although these plans are not firm yet either.

A new electrofishmg boat is under construction at'the GLIFWC
garage, expanding the assessment capacity of the organization. Goyke
says GLIFWC will send out three crews this year to work with three
crews from the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service and the assessment crew

from the 8t. Croix band.

Biologists are also working in conjunction with the Voigt Intertribal
Task Force (VITTF) on formulating walleye quota declarations and lists

of lakes for the upcoming spring season. Declarations are due into the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources by March 15, Goyke states.

The VITTF has been provided with lists of lakes, current assessment
figlres and quotas on each body of water. The tribes then must determine -
their tribal need and prepare their declarations accordingly, Goyke $ays. oo

‘State-licensed spearing
for sturgeon in progress

State biologists

about numbers
of female taken

Madrson, Ww.——-Accordmg to a re-
lease from the Wisconsin Depariment of
Natural Resources (WIDNR), an 18 day
state-licensed spearing season on sturgeon
iscurrently open on Lake Winnebago. Last
year the season drew 8,137 spearets onto
the lake.’

State-licensed spearfishermen har-

vested 1,643 sturgeon during the 1993 sea-

son from Lake Winnebago. This included

. a127 pound, 77 inch fish.

The WDNR release siates that fisher-

- iesbiologists have become concernedabout

the sturgeon population because informa-

~ tion over the last three years indicates a

large number of females being taken.

“Sixty tosixty-five percent of the fish - '

speared in the last three years have been
females, with about 40% of them being
sexually mature,” according to Ron Bruch,

WDNR fishesies supervisor in Oshkosh.

While the data indicates anincrease in
the sturgeon population, recent informa-
tion raises concerns about the long-term

RE SR ki cﬁ"ht'r’.r' .

population ofadult Spawnmgfemale,Bmch

- says,

Bruch noted that most state-licensed
spearers prefer to harvest large, trophy-
size fish, so it is not surprising that many
mature females are taken, Most sturgeon
over 60 inches are adult females, Bruch
says. .

WDNR is manning registration sta-
tions at various locations on the lake in

order to determine the age and sex of the

fish taken. Anyone who speared a sturgeon
during the day is required to register it by 7

~p.m. on the same day.

While the WDNR has monitored the
spearing season for about 40 years, it has
only been identifying the sex of the fish
that are registered for the last three years.

{(Information for this article is taken

_from a release in the Wisconsin Outdoors

and Conservation News published by Wis-
consin Departrment of Natura! Resources,

Feb. 9, 1994)

contammatlon

Nemng Jor burbot on Mille Lacs Lake, an "
biologists take sample fish to be used for mercury
analysis. The assessment was jointly performed
by biological staff from GLIFWC, Mille Lacsand
the Minnesota DNR. (Photo by Glenn Miller)

Burbot, or mezzi, grow to about 25" in length, Regal says. Their Latin name is lota lota and are
otherwise known as lawyer or eelpout. They have areputation for being voracious eaters and compete with
walleye for food. Mezzi are the only fresh water member of the cod famlly, according to Regal.

.. By Sue Enckson
vio Staff Writer

_ Odanah, Wis.—Assessment netting on Mille

Lacs Lake, Minn. at -30° is not an experience that
anyone really chooses, or foresees. However,
GLIFWC inland fisheries staff were joined by staff
from the Mille Lacs DNR and the Minnesota DNR
to do just that. During one of those horrendously
cold F‘]‘Dmary weeksthey setassessment gill nets for
burbot, hoping to catch them during their spawning
season, according to GLIFWC fisheries biologist
Gary Regal, stationed at Mille Lacs. .

Burbot, known as mezzi in Chippewa, isnot a
popular game or eating fish for the larger public, but
it has been traditionally speared through the edge of
the ice by the Chippewa by Rainbow Island. Mezii
is still enjoyed as part of their diet.

This is why the Mille Lacs band is concerned
about the level of mercury contamination contained
in the species. Because of the low consumption rate
by the non-Indian public, no testing has been done
on the burbot by other organizations, Regal says.

Only six burbot were gathered after setting two
" ovemight and one day assessment nets. The two

female captured were spent, so Regal believes they
may have missed the spawning season.

The fish are being sent to the MN Chippewa
Tribe’s research laboratory for coptaminant analy-
sis. Meanwhile, Regal is hoping to obtain more
burbot for study, perhaps from anglers or perhaps
through continued assessment nettmg for the spe-

cies.

GLIFWC crews are current!y prepanng to Iaunch the:r annuat spring electroﬁshmg
assessments. Above, Butch Mieloszyk, inland fisheries technician and Much Souher, -
ﬁshenes aide, aboard a shockmg boat. (Phoro by Amoose) .
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Achlevmg Zero dlscharge

Hard choices for Lake Superior people

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Lake Superior is the only one of the

Great Lakes where the major focus does

" not have to be remediation and clean-up,
according to Sue Gilbertson, U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
member of the Binational Program. Theie
is still time for preventative action.

This is why the Binational Program to
Restore and Protect the Lake Superior Ba-
sin is charged with the task of setting up a
“zero discharge demonstration zone where
no point source discharge of any persistent
bioaccumulative toxic be permitted” (In-

" termnational Joint Commission (11C), 1950)
in Lake Superior.

However, it was evident through the
presentation that hard choices and personal
responsibility for that task would confront
al} citizens in the Lake Supermr basin and
beyond.

The charge to develop a zero dis-
charge demonstration program came from
the LIC. which represents international
jurisdictions responsible for the environ-
mental quality of Lake Superior.

To that end the Binational Program
have developed a draft Lake Superior Man-
agement Plan, known as the Lake Superior
LaMP which specifically addresses nine
identified pollutants and 43 surface~water

“point sources in the basin.

Ninety days,endingMay 1, have been
allotted for public comment on the draft
management plan for the Lake Superior
basin, accordi.ng to Gilbertson.

. The plan is known as the Lake Supe-
rior LaMP. In an attempt to stimulate pub-
lic awareness and response, the Binational
Program has sponsored public open houses
throughout the basin. On Feb. 12 they
brought the proposal to the Sigurd Olson
Institute in Ashland, Wis.

Gilbertson noted that the draft plan
does not have regulatory status, but rather

" recommends actions which will produce
change. She also stated that while the pri-
mary focus is on nine identified pollutants,
other critical contaminants are identified
and need to be addressed in further devel-
opment of management plans for the Lake,

The goal of the LaMP is defined as “to
achieve zero discharge for the nine desig-
nated critical pollutants from point sources
(the zero discharge demonstration pro-
gram}), reduce or eliminate nor-point source
loadings of these chemicals, and reduce
point and non-point loadings of other criti-
cal pollutants.”™

While point sources of the nine desig-
nated pollutants have been jdentified, the
draft plan notes that a significant amount of

the yearly loads of these pollutants “ap-.

pears to be from atmosphere deposition.”
Consequently, the plan addresses controls

-on air emissions, a more difficult arena to

control than point sources of toxins.
Gilbertson noted that airbome con-
tamination presents the problems of clean-

upandpreventicnona much largerscale as
we must look for controls outside of the
basin itself in order to afford protection to
the Lake.

The nine designated pollutants are:
2,3,7,8-tetrachlotodibenzo-p-dioxin
(TCDD), octachlorostyrene (OCS),
hexachlorobenzene (HCB), chlordane,
dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT)

and its metabolites, dieldrin, toxaphene,

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and

.IMercury.

The zero discharge program addresses
point sources on these nine chemicals, while
tbe LaMP has expanded the emphasis to
also address point and non-point sources of
critical pollutants besides the “designated
mne-”

Causal pollutants
The Binational Program made use of

a “beneficial-use” assessment as a yard-
stick to identify “causal pollutants.” The-

Loadings (kg/yr) of deslgnated toxics from industrial point sources directly to Lake Superior. (ND—non-detectable, blank spaces Indlcate no testing)

Point Sources

Foresl products
Abitibi-Price, Fort William Div.,
Thunder Bay, ON

Abitipi-Price, Provincial Papers
Thunder Bay, ON

Canadian Pacific Forest Products,
Thunder Bay, ON

Domtar, Red Rock, ON

James River, Marathon, ON
James River, Ashland, W1
Kimberly Clask, Terrace Bay, ON
Kimberly Clark, Munising, MI -

Lake Superior Paper Industries, Duluth MN

Potlatch Corporation, Cloquet, MN

Superior Recycled Fiber Industries, Duluth, MN

Stone Container, Ontonagon, MI

Superwood, Superior, Wi
Electrical Generating :

Cypress Northshore Mining, MN

LTV Steel Mining Corp, MN

M.L. Hibbard Station, Duliuth, MN

Thunder Bay TGS, ON

Wisconsin El.,, Marquette, MI
Mining _

‘Algoma, Wawa, ON

Copper Range, White Pine, MI

Hemio, Golden Giant, ON

Inco, Shebandowan, ON

Minnova, Wirlsto'n, ON

Noranda, Geco, ON

Teck Corona, Hemlo, ON

Williams Operaticns, Hemlo, ON
Miscelianeous '

Northern Wood Preservers, ON

Murphy Oil, Superior, W1

Olgilvie Mills, ON

- Total Industrial Loadings (kg/yr) -

TCDD QcCs HCB
ND ND 0.006 "
ND ND ND
ND 35 32.02
ND 015 0.26
0.0003 ND 328
ND _ND
0.0002 ND ND

[see WLSSD, page 11]
[see WLSSD, page 11]

[see WLSFD, page 11]
ND
ND ND  ND
ND ND ND
ND
ND ND
ND

ND - ND -
ND ND ND
ND ND- ND
ND ND
ND ND - ND
ND - ND ND

=]
o
-
in

Chlor. DDT _ Dreld
ND ND ND
ND ND
ND ND .
ND " ND - ND
ND ND ND
ND ND ND

(SeeDraft LaMP, page 9)
_ Toxa. _ PCBs o Merc._
ND 0.33
ND 0.53
ND ND
ND 7.49
ND ND
ND 124
ND
ND ND - ND
'ND ND - 'ND
0.8 0.44
_ND" i
e s
ND . ND 7.31
0.64
ND 0.15
ND . 0.066
‘ ND ND
- . 0.21
053~ - ND

0.61
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Lake Supetior basin.

‘ 1) pollution prevention
i 2) special designations

3) controls and regulations

1 . . m 2,3,7,8-TCDD (dioxin)
C !‘C’“ICH'S | Octachlorostyrene
IRGVIRUNIR hexachlorobenzene

- chlordane
mercury

Whin The Bmanonal Program to Restore and Protect the
Lake Superior Basrn

Goal To achieve zero discharge and zero emission of

. certain designated persistent, bioaccumulative toxic

substances, which may degrade the ecosystem of the

DDT .

DDE and metabolites
toxaphene

PCBs

Garage & Workshop

Whome? Yes, all of us need to take a better look at our own contributions to polluting the Lake
Superior ecosystern. Home use materials, such as botteries, contribute significant amounts aof
toxics, such as mercury, to our environment. (Photo by Sue Erickson)

Houschold Hazardous Wastes?

any products you use in your home and yard contain hazardous materials. Improper
disposal of these products can cause fires, injuries to people and animals, and

groundwater contamination. This guide will help you identify hazardous products in your home
and tell you how to dispose of them properly.

Kitchen & Bathroom

o - PRI

Aeamne Alechol-based lotions
Antifreeze A (perfume, aftershave)
[Artist’s paints and media A IBleack &
[Autobody repair products A Cleaners,
Battery acid A ammonia-based o
Brake fluid A solvent-based A
|Car batteries A Cosmetics [ |
|Car wax, solvent-based A Eisinfec!ams (1
Contact cement A rain cleaner B 1K
IDriveway sealer A [Floer care products A
Fiberglass epoxy A Hair remover A .
[Gascline and other fuels A Medicine &
|Glue, solvent-based A Eail polish A
Glue, water-based | | ail polish remover A
Joint compound | | {Oven cleaner A
- |Lighter fluid A {Permanent wave soluticn ® |
Motor oil F [Skin cream ' .
[Other oils A Toilet bowl cleaner o
Paint, al] types A Tub and tile clearier 9
- [Paint thinner iy [Window cleaner ]
aint stripper A )
Farts cleaner A Home & Garden
: :E:i%ggii chemicals A ®] Aerosol cans, empty _
Shellnc i Aer0soi cans, full A
Stain Y Batterres, alkaline - | |
Transmission fluid A atteries, b utton A
urpentine i Drylclleanmg solvent A
Varmish ~A Fertilizer L
{Windsthicld washer solution — @ fongicde A
ood Rller 7'y Furniture polish ' _A '
Wood preservative A - josect 2pray A
. . Metal polish, solvent-based A
_ ' : Mothballs A
. Pesticide A
QueStlons? " . [Poo! chernicals A
Ca" the Western Lake E{at poison A
~ Superior Sanitary eptic tank cleaner - N a1
" = ' hoe polish
- District (WLSSD) oot mover :
: Garbage H0t|lne: Btump remover - A
(218) 722-0761 Weed Killer 2 .

Key: B Place in the trash /@  Pour down the drain (if connected to a sanitary sewer / & Take to a hazardous waste collection _sit.e

‘Buying Smart

(O Think twice before you buy! Switch
to safe substitutes. For a brochute on alter-
natives to hazardous products call the
Hotline.

(O Read the label. Make sure the pmduct.

will do what you want before purchasing,
Follow label directions for safe use, stor-
age and disposal.

(O Purchase only the amount you need,
and use up what you buy.

O Avoid acrosols. Choose pump sprays

-or other alternatives.

O Selectwater-based oversolvent-based
products when available.

O Before buying paint, check out the
Paint Shelf at the WLSSD. It's free! Call
the Hotline for details.

Proper Disposal

O Stores that sell car batteries must
accept them back for recycling,. - Call the
Hotline for waste oil drop-off locations.

QO Reuse products such as paint thinner
and paint. Give leftovers to someone who
willuse themup for theirintended purpose.

O Never pour oil, antifreeze or other
hazardous materials on the ground, into

storm SEWBIS orinto a sepuc system

o) Bring hazardous preducts that you
cannot use up or give away to the Western

'Lake Superior Regional Household Haz-

ardous Waste Facility, 27th Avenue West,
Duluth, Minn. Do not bring in hazardous

* wastes from businesses.

Lakeso

3

&£ %

)
&

&
'?”flary oﬁ\&}

Draft LaMP for
Lake Superior
presented

(Continued from page 8)
draft plan finds that the chemical and eco-
logical integrity of the Lake has been suf-
ficiently altered to cause the lakewide ben-
eficial-use impairments associated with a
variety of causal pollutants.

Those impairments include:

*+fish and wildlife consumption re-
strictions

*+depraded fish and wildlife popula-
tions :
*#¥fish tumours or other deformities
*+bird or animal deformities or repro-
duction problems

**degradation of benthos

**restrictions on dredging activities
eutrophication or undesirable algae

*+degradation of aesthetics, and

#**|oss of fish and wildlife habitat.

The draft indicates that chlordane,
DDE, toxaphene, PCBs,and TCDD equiva-
lents (dioxins and furans) are implicated as
causal agents in these impairments. Also -
at fault are metals (arsenic, cadmium,
chromium, copper, lead, iron, manga-
nese, nickel, and zinc), polynuciear aro-
matic hydrocarbons, biochemical oxy-
gen demand, phesphorus, and pulp mill
waste.

Slgmficantly,assessments didnot find

-that toxic chemicals have affected lake

trout reproduction or productivity. How-
ever, the quality of the lake trout for con-

-sumption has been impaired by the levels

of PCBs, TCDD, DDE, dieldrin, and mer-
cury in the fish. _

Assessments of point sources indi-
cated that they are contributors of TCDD,

" QCS, HCB, PCBs and mercury. However,
" atmosphere deposition “appears to be the

largest (91 %) of the total source of these

compounds.”

Public choices and
public awareness

Presenters at the open house empha-
sized the need for public awareness of the

- issues and the necessity for citizens to

make informed choices.
(Contiqued on page 10)
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GLIFWC takes a different approach to mercury testlng
‘Skin-off samples reveal higher concentrations

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

. Odansh, Wis.—When the State of
Wisconsin issues mercury advisories for
fish they are based on tests performed with
the skin on. However, testing walleye
samples with the skin off is revealing a
higher concentration of mercury than ap-
pearsin most advisories, accordingto Great
Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
{GLIFWC) environmental bxologxsl Karen
Vermillion.

_ Vermillion began sampling walleye

for comparative studies because she feels
most of the tribal consumers eat fish with
the skin off. ““We suspected that mercury
levels would be higher if the skin is re-
moved,” Vermillion said.

Essentially skin on samples dilute the
levels -of mercury, because most of it is
contained in the muscle of the fish, Vermil-
lion says. Therefore, the advisories we read
are based on lower concentrations of mer-
cury per weightthanifthey had beentested
with the skin-off and are consequently ar-
tificiatly low. -

Fourteen fish taken during spring of -

1993 were tested for a skin on/ skin off
comparison at the Lake Superior Research
Laboratory, Duluth, Minn. Results showed

that thirteen of the fourteen fish tested had
higher mercury levels with the skin off and
some of those were significantly higher,
Vermillion states.

In choosing lakes for mercury assess-
ments, Vermillion has been concentrating
on lakes where Chippewa bands usuaily
spear and lakes where the state has not
tested fish for mercury levels. Vermillion
will be continuing to sampling for her
mercury studies by taking both spring and
fall sampies.

Vermillion is looking at seasonal pai-
terns by collection in spring and fal} on the
same set of lakes and also a long term
pattern, by looking at a set of lakes once a
year over a long stretch of time.

Problems with mercury
discussed on video

A video designed for use inschools is
currently being developed by the Great
Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
Biological Services Division. It considers
the problems posed by mercury as a health
risk as well as looks at inconsistencies in
terms of advising on mercury content.

Funded through a grant from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency in conjunc-
tion with a grant from the Otto Bremer
Foundation, GLIFWC environmental bi-

Draft LaMP for

.__Jake

Superior presented

(Continued from page 9)
-The finger of blame for toxic con-
. tamination cannot always be pointed out-
wards orstrictly at indust.jal targets. It has
to comg back to the individual as well.
_ Gilbertson noted that many of the
- poliutants in the basin are coming from
“home use” sources and citizens are going
- to need to contend with that responsibility
if zero discharge is to be achieved.
Latex paint was identified as a signifi-

cant source of mercury. Fluorescent light

. bulbs are another. New-fangled tennis

shoes contain mercury lights in their -

heels. The environment vs. fashion may
be one choice consumers will have to
make, she noted.

Home-used batteries is ano:her SOUrce

of mercury. Chuck Ledin, Wisconsin De- -

partment of Natural Resources, noted that

an estimated 1600 ibs. of mercury enters

the Lake Superior basin from discarded
home-used batteries.

Difficult issues confront CONsuUmers
who must begin to make the choices—

sometimes ones whichwiltbe costly. Some- -

times answers are not simple. For instance,
~ ifwe refuse to use fluorescent bulbs and go

to incandescent bulbs, we are putting more
pressure on thé energy source, so probably
buming more fuel and emitting more pol-

_lution on that end. No win??7..

- Another problem raised during the
publicdiscussion was inadequate means of
disposing of home use materials that are
toxic, Tires, batteries, paints and so forth
pose monumental problems to individuals
in terms of safe disposal. Fees associated
with disposal may promote disposal

direcrectly in the lake, the forestord;tches, .

Gilbertson commented.

- These are issues which need to be
addressed in the heart of every person, in
every household and in each community.
The long term welfare of Lake Superior
and the entire ecosystem of the area will
depend on mdmduais choices and com-

“mitment.
Copies of the draft pian can be ob-

tained from:

Jeanette Morris-Collins, Environmen- -

tal Protection Assistant, Water Quality
Branch, U.S. Environmental Protection

‘Agency, Region 5, 77 West Jackson Bou-.

levard, Chicage, IL 60604; phone (312)
886.0152. 1

ologist Karen Vermillion has coordinated
the production of the video and involved
tribal students from the Bad River,
Keweenaw Bay and Fond du Lac bands in
the process. '

On combination educational/photo-
graphic trips tribal students visited a num-
ber of point sources of mercury, including
the White Pine Smelter in Michigan and
IMurphy Oil and the Potlaich Company
rear Duluth,

The video discusses sources of mer-

vury, how it enters the food chain and the
impact on human health, emphasizing the
high risk to fetuses, Vermillion states.
‘The variations between mercury ad-
visories from state-to-state is also noted in
the video as 2 matter of public awareness.

The levels of mercury at which states issue

advisories are different in Michigan, Min-
nesota, and Wisconsin, Essentially, you
could be eating fish in Wisconsin that have
been declared unsafe in Michigan.

Part of the question posed through the
video is whether the advisories sufficiently
protect tribes from mercury contamina-
tion, Vermillion noted. One of the people
interviewed on the video is Marie
Kuykendall, co-manager of the Lake Su-
perior Research Institute’s Environmental
Health Laboratory. Kuykendall has been
studying the impact of mercury consump-
tion on tribal members using hair and blood
samples.

Vermillion says the video will run 15
minutes and will be made available to

member tribes, tribal schools and school-
districts surrounding reservations.

T

!

TheLake .S'upenoeranonaIProgram made many stops in cammunmesaroundLake

Superior to intraduce and elicit comment on the draft Lake Management Plan (LaMP)

for Lake Superior. The plan targets nine identified contaminants but also :denaf fes

ather serious toxms. (Pkoto by Sue Enckson)
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Homes fo m’“mis 8.. ﬁ-’%i" m

C \-’M e

Many plants and
animals need
resources found only
" in certain areas.

Your help is needed!
Healthy habitat is important
to plants, animals and you.
We need your support to

sateguard habitat.

. Wellonds & )
raarshes

Feeding

basin while also soliciting comments on the draft management plan. (Photo by Sue Erickson)

k. Habltats are threatened

by poﬂuhon misuse
and invasio: -

B ARt

TheLakeSupenoeratwnalPragram hasbeen educating cm?.eus inregardto enwroumentat issuesthreatening the Lake Superior

Loadings (kg/yr) of designated toxics from municipal dischargers directly (waterbome) to Lake Superior, (ND -

non detectable)

Municipal Point Sources TCDD OCS = HCB  Chior. DDT  Dield.
Ashland, WI ND . ND ND ND - ND
Gogebic-Iron, MI S |
Hibbing, North, MN ND ND ND
Hibbing South, MN ND ND ND
Ishpeming Area, MI ND  ND ND  ND
Marathon, ON . '
Mﬁrduéne,Ml' B K | ND -ND | ND ND )
N:pxgon, ON _ _- o | _ S | -
Portage Lake, MI ' ' R .IQD a ND ND
Red Rock, ON I IR
Schreiber, ON S
Superio, WI. . ND . "ND -°ND ND ND

ThunderBay,ON ND© ND ND ND ND  ND
’I\vo.Harbors,MN |
Vﬁginja,hm S  + .ND ND ND -

Western Lake Superiot Sanitary ND - ND ND ND

District (WLSSD), Duluth MN
Total Municipal Loadings (kg/yr)

" (The table on page 8 and the above are being. repnnted from the State of the Lake Superzor Basin
Repomng Senes, Volume ILLA pubhcatzon of the Lake S upenor Binational Program) '

Toxa.
ND

ND
ND
ND

R

ND
ND

PCBs

ND

ND

ND

ND

ND

ND
ND

~ND
ND

Merec.
ND

ND

'ND

ND -

3.89

3.89

lllllIlIIl[l]lllllll]l]llllllllllll

EPA announces
major gains in
underground

-storage tank

cleanup

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Region 5 said that some 25
percent {or 12,500) of the 50,000 known
leaking underground storage tanks in the
Midwest have been cleaned up. And al-

“most 85 percent of the remainder (32,000)

are.undergoing cleanup.

Regional Administrator Valdas V.
Adambkus said: “We have been working
closely with the States in the Region in
cleaning up these sites. We are concerned
about the drinking water, soil, and air con-
taminated by these leaks,”

Adamkus said another important ben-

-efit of the cleanup is the saving in valuable

energy resources. “We estimate that in
Region 5 alone, we have prevented the
release into the environment of over
900,000 gallons of petroleum daity,” he
peinted out. “At current prices, this is a
daily savings of about $990,000.”

He said regional efforts have cut haz-
ardous chemical leaks by over 3,600 gal-
lons a day; the price tag is not known due
to widely varying costs of these substances.

In1993,0ver453,641 galions of gasc-
line and other petroleum products were
recovered from the top of the ground-water
table. In addition, 6.3 billion gallons of
contaminated ground water and 8 million
tans of contaminated soil were estimated to
have been removed from high priority sites
in the Region and cleaned up.

EPA launched its ¢leanup program
for leaking underground storage tanks in
1988, under the Hazardous and Solid Waste
Amendments to the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act.

in Illinois, 2,151 (or 20.4 percent) of
the 10,524 confirmedreleases were cleaned
up by the end of fiscal year 1993. Despite
its efforts, EPA estimates that confirmed
releases will continue to increase well into
the next century. They could go as high as
100,000 due to the deterioration of older
tanks that were installed without the neces- -
sary cotrosion protection.

EPA said it will focus limited re-
sources on high-risk environmental sites
and cleanup options that best protect the
publicand the environment at each particu-
lar site. EPA estimates the average cost of

- cleaning up one underground facility is -

$100,000. The projected cleanup costs in
Region 5 alone could go as high as $10
billion. Much of the cleanup costs are be-
ing paid for by State petroleum tax funds
set aside for this purpose. Many of these -
funds are feeling the strain of this effort. -
To cut cleanup costs and speed up the
process, EPA, the States, and the petro-
leum industry are looking at improved and

‘more cost-effective technologies.

EPA has already begun cooperative .
technology demonstration projects with the
Stateregulatorsand industry. Forexample;

"A project with the Ohio Department of’

Commerce and BP Oil Co. has demon- -
strated a process that can cut cleanup time

from 2 years to 8 months,
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GLIFWC through the decade
Highpoints in GLIFWC hlstory '

GLIFWC celebrates a decade of growth

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Filled with the color and drama of a people’s struggle for recogrition of their
rights, the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) proudly
celebrates its first decade as an inter-tribal organization. Proud of the Chippewa
nations which it represents and their commitment to protecting their rights and the
natural resources, GLIFWC’s successes during its first ten years are a result of the
tribal leadershlp which has stood behind its growth,

GLIFWC's misslon is:

R To provide assistance to member tribes in the conservation and manage- ‘
ment of fish, wildlife, and other natural resources throughout the Great Lakes
region, thereby, insuring access to traditional pursuits of the Chippewa people;

RTo facilitate the development of institutions of tribal self-government so as
to insure the continued sovereignty of its member tribes in the regulatlon and

management of natural TESOUrT~S)

To extend the mission o ecosystem prmecnon recogmzmg that fish,
wildlife, and wild plants cannot long survive in abundance in an enwronment that

has been degraded;

R To infuse traditional Anishinabe culture and values as all aspects of the

“'mission are implemented.

GLIFWC recognizes that tribal rights can be jeopardized not only by social
and political movements opposing Indian treaty rights, but also by destruction of
the resources upon which the Chippewa pecple have 1rad1t10nally relied for

subsistence.

Therefore, GLIFWC continues to monitor the status of the resources in the
ceded territory and be watchful for the continuing welfare of those resources. The .
goal of GLIFWCreflects that of its members—to guarantee that seven generations
to come will be zble to enjoy and harvest the gifts of a healthy Mother Earth,

VITTF and GLIFC merge

In March 1984, one decade ago, the
Great Lakes Indian Fisheries Commission
(GLIFC), led by former executive director
Henry Buffalo Jr., and the Voigt Intertribal
Task Force, headed by VITTF chairman

James Schlender merged to form the Great |

Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion (GLIFWC). Both were inter-tribal
organizations and both concerned with the
protection and implementation of off-res-
ervation treaty rights,

The Fisheries Commission had formed
in 1982 to serve member tribes with com-
mercial, treaty fishing rights on Lake Su-
perior. Buffalo, then Red Cliff tribal attor-
ney had provided the vision for the
organization which was structured withthe
assistance of then Red Cliff tribal biclogist
Tom Busiahn,

The Voigt Inter-Tribal Task Force
{VITTF) formed in February 1983 on the
heels of the Supreme Court decision, popu-
larly known as the Voigt Decision which
reaffirmed the off-reservation hunting, fish-
ing and gathering rights of the Chippewa
on ceded lands. A call from the Lac Courte

Oreilles Lribal chairman Gerdon Thayerto

the affected tribes to discuss the ramifica-
tions of the Voigt Decision led to'the for-
mation of VITTF,

It was a time of tremendous pressure
as Lac Courte Oreilles faced a court victory
that was clouded with anger, protest and

confusion from the non-Indian public. -
Later, Red Cliff, Bad River, 8t. Croix, Lac
d_u Flambeau, and Mole Lake enjoined in _

Mlchlgan _ :
Bay Mills Indian Commumty Keweenaw Bay Indian Comm.  Lac Vienx Desert Band * -
Route1, Box 313 Route 1 P.O.Box 466
Brimtey, MI 49715 . Baraga, MI 49508 Watersmeet, MI 45969 -
(906) 248-3241 (906) 353-6623 (906) 3584722 - . -
Minnesota
Fond du Lac Chippewa Band ~ Mille Lacs Chippewa Tribe
RBC Bmldmg HCR 67, Box 194
105 University Avenue Onamla, MN 56359 -
Clogquet, MN 35762 612) 757-3261 )
(218) 879-4593 - .
Wlsconsin |
Bad River Chippewa Band Lac Courte Oreilles Band - Lac du Flambeau Band
P.O.Box 39 Route 2, Box 2700 - "Box &7
Odanah, W1 54861 Hayward, WI 54843 ‘Lac du Fiambeau, WI 54538
(715) 682—7111 (715) 634-8934 - . (715) 588-3303" -
Mole Lake Cl:uppewa Band  Red Cliff Ch:ppewa Band 3 St. Croxx Chlppewa Band
Route 1 B Box 529 ei S
Crandon, WI 54520 . . Bayfield, WI 54814 R
(715) 478-2604 ' - (715)779-3700

the case. Together they recognized an im-
mediate need to organize effective self-
regulation of treaty seasons so the Indian
public could exercise their long-denied
rights.

The VITTF, including the six Wis-
consin Chippewa bands, the Mille Lacs
band from Minnesota and the Keweenaw
Bay band in Michigan, rolled up their

sleeves and set to work. It achieved its first
negotiated agreement with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
in the fall of 1983 announcing a treaty deer
season on November 16 which would run
concurrently with the state sport gun sea-
son.

However, it did extend to January 31,
1984. A total of 644 deer were harvested by

tribal members during that first season.
The negotiators had hoped for an early
season, but were unsuccessful, _
Though the treaty harvest was small,
anti-Indian groups characterized the treaty
hunt as a “rape of the resonrce” and groups
began to organize in active opposition of
Indian treaty rights. This was an omen of
(See Self-regulation, page 13)

ST

FromDecember 1983 AMSINAIGAN Members of the Va:gtInter-Tnba! TaskFarce durmgone of their working sessions. Pictured
above: standing, from the left: Lewis Taylor, St. Croix; Howard Bichler, St, Croix attorney; James Schlender, VITTF chairman, -
LCO; James Janetta, lead attorney for Voigt under Judicare; Kathryn Tierney, Lac Courte Oreilles attorney. Front row: Dewey

Schwa!enberg and Gitbert Chapman, Lac du Flambeau; Arlyn Ackiey, Mole Lake; Mlke Chosa, Lac du Flambeau, David Siegler,
Bad River attorney; Ray DePeny, Red Cliff attorney. (Staff phora) .
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(Continued from page 12)
pressures to come and years of vxo!ent
protest to be endured.

Tribal leaders saw how the VITTF
with its own budget and staff the Great

Lakes Indian Fish Commission, also an .

independent organization, could compli-
ment each other and efficiently manage
treaty seasons on Lake Superior as well as
inland,

At that tisne GLIFC represented Bad
River, Red Cliff, Grand Portage, Fond du
Lac, Keweenaw Bay and Bay Mills. The
two entities ultimately agreed to merge,
keeping their budgets separate.

Prior to the merge the VITTF had
interviewed and hired inland fisheries bi-
ologist Neil Kmiecik and wildlife bmloglst

- Jonathan Gilbert,

When the two inter-tribal organiza-
tions merged in 1984, the VITTF staif

joined GLIFC staff, including fisheries bi-

ologist Pete Jacobson, supervisory biolo-
gist Tom Busiahn, public information of-
ficer Walter Bresette, and secretarial

support staff Denise Neveaux and Lynn-

Spreutels.

Housed on the third floor of the Bad |

River tribal administration building,
Busiahn recalls that the accommodations
seemed “cavernous” for the small number
of staff. Today, GLIFWC is bursting at the
seams for office space.

The challenges facing the young or-
ganization were manifold. In order to pro-
vide exercise of the treaty rights under self-
regulation, they had to provide biological
expertise and data, ordinances goveming
the seasons, enforcement personn ibal
courts—in other words, totally regulated
treaty seasons.

Pending a series of further court hear- -
ings which would determine the scope of

the treaty rights and resolve outstanding
questions of regulation, tribal off-reserva-
tion seasons dependud on negotiatedagree-
ic. These were called
interim agreements,

Negotiations were fraught with prob-
- lems as the tribal and state representatives

pounded out agreements to govern the sea-

_sons amid a bombardment of political and

Henry Buffalo, Jr., GLIFWC's first
executive administrator. (Staff photo)

social pressure and with the specter of
further litigation always clouding the table.
Endless hours of preparation and negoti-
ating consumed the time of tribal repre-
sentatives, tribal attorneys, and biologi-
cal staff,

Meanwhile, GLIFWC continued to

grow, expanding the technical capacity of

tribes for self-regulation of the treaty har-
vest. By July 1984 a staff of six biologists
and twelve conservation officers plus sup--
port staff were working together towards
the implementation of the off-reservation

rights.

reservation deer seasons. (Staff photo)

Some highlights in 1984

During 1984 four interim agreements
were reached between the state and the
tribes governing seasons for small game,
trapping, open water fishing and the deer
season.

The agreement for the open water
fishing season attracted considéerable con-
froversy because it contained provisions
fortraditional methods including gillnetting
and spearing, which the state considered
“nonnegotiable.”

The tribes unsuccessfully sought a
court injunction against the enforcement
of state game laws. Back at the negotiating
table they continued to seek an agreement
thatwould adequately protect the resources
while providing tribal members an oppor-
tunity to exercise their rights in a meaning-
ful way.

A result of Judge Doyle’s advice the
Technical Working Group (TWG) with
state and tribal representatives was formed
to study the impact of traditional methods
on the resources, This included giilnet
assessments of Escanaba Lake as well as
the development of a walleye population
model to predict impacts of traditional
methods, including spring spearing.

Statemnents to the press often fromthe
WDNR fed the controversy with fearful
predictions for the fishery, fueling the fires
of protest and antagonism in the
noithwoods. Groups such as Equal nghts
For Everyone (ERFE) and (Wisconsin Al-

liance For Rights and Resources, Inc.

(WARR) held meetings in the Hayward
and Superior area 10 organize anti-treaty

-activism.

- "“Savea Deer, Shootan Indran,” signs.
were found in the Chequamegon National

‘Forest and pamphiets declaring “Open

¥ Seasonon Indians” were found in the Ash-

A 1984 ERFE (Equal Rights for Everyorie) meeting in Hayward in 1984. ERFE was
one of the first anti-treaty organizations to form in Wisconsin. (Staff photo)

land County courthouse. These were early
signs of the racist nature of the protest to
follow. :

Political pressures were also being
brought upon the tribes as they moved
towards a conservative and tightly regu-
lated implementation of their off-reserva-
tion rights. For instance, the Wisconsin
Counties Association passed a resolution

to {imit treaty rights and a referendum in

Deer reglstrauon stafion manned at Lac du Flambeau for one of the ﬁrst off

Self-regulation capabilities first przorzty

-
"
-
-
-
-
-

Sawyer County opposing treaty rights was
passed. Communications from political
leaders to the tribes indicated disapproval
and sometimes threatened to cut financial
support for tribal programs.

Meanwhile, GLIFWC continued on
its task—the protection of tribal rights and
resources. Informational forums were spon-
sored by GLIFWC’s Public Information
Office in order to provide accurate infor-
mation on treaty rights to a confused and
hostile public, and publications with fac-

-tual information, including the MASIN.

AIGAN, were begun,

In October 1984 an Ad Hoc Comunis-
sion on Racism listened to several days of
testimony regarding the experiences of
tacism in northern Wisconsin.

The Commissionwas created through
a resolution from the Lac Courte Oreilles
tribal council, but became independent
once it convened. Their findings and rec-
ommendations were released in Novem-
ber 1984 with a strong emphasis on the
need for improved public education re-
garding tribes, tribal governments, and

“treaty rights.

That year, the tribes pammpated ina

- two part deer season, a total of 71 days,

with a total harvest of 687 deer. The tribes

hadbeen successful innegotiating an agree-

ment which included shooting from the
reads during this second deer season as
well as an early season,

While public attention focused on the
negotiating process and the building con-

troversy, GLIFWC staff began the process

of laying a foundation for sound s¢lf man-

_ agement and regulation. Data bases on the

various species were initiated as well as
systems for monitoring the offireservation
tribal harvest. _

In a less controversial arena, the state

and tribes formed the Wild Rice Technical

Working Group. Tribal involvement in
wild rice management initiated a much
greater effoit towards enhancing wild rice
management.in the state, =

It was also during 1984 that Henry
Buffalo Jr. resigned as executive admin-

- istrator for GLIFWC and Ray DePerry,
. Red Cliff was hired to fill the position.

(See Anti-Indian, page 14)
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GLIFWC through the decade
Highpoints in GLIFWC history

GLIFWC celebrates a decade ofgrowth
By Sue Erzc_ksan, Staff Wr:rer_'_ o

Filled with the color and drama of a people 's struggle for recognition of their
righis. the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) proudly
celebrates iis first decade as an inter-tribul organization. Proud of the Chippewa
mations which it represents and their commitment to protecting their rights and the
natursl resources. GLIFWC's suceesses during its first ten yearsare a resull ofthe
tribal leade r\hlp which has stood behind its growth,

GLIFWC's mission is:

RTo provide assistance to member tribes in the conservation and manage-
ment af fish, wildlife, and other natural resources throughout the Great Lakes
region, thereby, insuring access to traditional pursuits of the Chippewa people;

R To facilitate the dev elopment of institutions of tribal self-government so as
to insute the continued sovereignty of its member tribes in the regulation and

magenent of natural resour =s;

®To exiend the mission to ecosyste
wildlite, und wild plants cannot long survive in abundance in an eavironment that

has been degraded:

®7o infuse traditional Anishinabe cullure and values as all aspects of the

mission are implemented.

GLIFWC recognizes that tribal rights can be jeopardized not only by social
and political movements opposing Indian treaty rights, but also by destruction of
the resources upan which the Chippewa people have traditionally relied for

subsistence,

Therefore, GLIFWC continues to monitor the status of the resources in the
ceded territory and be watchfut for the continuing welfare of those resources. The .
poal of GLIFWC reflects that of its members—to guarantee that seven generations
to come wiil be able to enjoy and harvest the gifts of a hezlthy Mother Earth.

VITTF and GLIFC merge

In March 1984, one decade ago, the
Great Lakes Indian Fisheries Commission
" (GLIFC), led by former executive director

Henry Buffalo Jr, and the Voigt Intertribal
Task Force. headed by VITTF chairman
James Schlender merged to form the Great
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion (GLIFWC). Both were inter-ribal
“organizations and both concerned with the
proiection and implementation of off- res-
ervation treaty fights.

The Fishe l'lt.‘sCOH'lmlb‘.’:lOﬂ had formed
in 19382 10 serve member tribes with com-
mwercial, treaty fishing rights on Lake Su-
petior. Buflalo, then Red Clift tribal attor-
ney had provided the vision for the
orgunization which was structured with the
assistance of then Red Cliff tribal bio]oaist
Tom Busiahn,

The Voigt Inter-Tribal Task Force .

(VITTF) tormed in February 1983 on the

heels ofthe Supreme Courtdecision. popu- -

larly known as the Yoigt Decision which
reaftirmed the oft-reservation hunting, fish-
“ing and gathering rights of the Chippewa
on ceded lunds. A call from the Lac Courte
Qreilles tribal chairman Gordon Thayer to
the affected tribes to discuss the ramifica-
tions of the Voigt Decision led to the for-
mation of VITTF. ’

It was a time of tremendous pressure

as Lac Courte Oreilles faced acourt victory
that was clouded with anger. protest and
confusion frem the non-Indian public.
Later, Red Cliff, Bad River, St. Croix, Lac
du Flambeau, and Mole Lake enjoined in

| 's Member Trib
GLIFWC’s Member Tribes
| Michigan
Bay Mills Indian Community Keweenaw Bay Indian Comm. - Lac Vieux. Desert Band -
Route 1, Box 313 Route 1 -P.O. Box 466
Brimley, Mi 49715 Baraga, MI 49908 Watersmeet, M1 49969
(906) 248-3241 (906) 353-6623 (906) 358-4722
, ‘ Minnesota
Fond du Lac Chippewa Band ~ Mille Lacs Chippewa Tribe
RBC Building HCR 67, Box 194 '
105 University Avenue Onamia, MN 56359
. Cloguet, MN 55702 (612) 757-3261
ﬂﬁ{tectlon recognizing that fish, (218) 879-4593 Wisconsin /
Bad River Chippewa Band  Lac Courte Oreilles Band Lac du Flambeau Band
P.0. Box 39 Route 2, Box 2700 Box 67
Qdanah, WI 54861 Hayward, WI 54843 Lac du Flambeau, W1 54538
(715) 682-7111 (715) 634-8934 _(715) 588-3303
Mole Lake Chippewa Band  Red Cliff Chippewa Band St. Croix Chippewa Band
Route 1 Box 529 P.O. Box 287
Crandon, WI 54520 Bayfield, W1 54814 Hertel, W1 54845
(715) 478-2604 (715) 779-3700 (715) 349-2195

the case. Together they recogmzed an im-
mediate need to organize effective self-
regulation of treaty seasons so the Indian
public could exercise their long-denied
rights.

The VITTF, including the six Wis-

consin Chippewa bands, the Mille Lacs -

band from Minnesota and the Keweenaw
Bay band in Michigan, rolled up their

sleeves and set to work. It achieved its first
negotiated agreement with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
in the fall of 1983 announcing a treaty deer
season on November 16 which would run
concurrently with the state sport gun sea-
son. : :
However, it did extend to January 31,

1984. A total of 644 deer were harvestedby :

T mn-

tribal members during that first season.
The negotiators had hoped for an early
season, but were unsuccessful.

Though the treaty harvest was small,

anti-Indian groups characterized the treaty

hunt as a “rape of the resource” and groups

. began to organize in active opposition of -

Indian treaty rights. This was an omen of
{See Self-regulation, page 13)

Y

From December ] 983 MASINAIL GAN Members ofthe Va:gtfnter-?‘nbal TaskForce during one ofthetr working sessions. Pictured

above: standing, from the left: Lewis Taylor, St. Croix; Howard Bichler, St. Croix attorney; James Schiender, VITTF chairman,

Bad Rn er artomey, Ray DePeny, Red Cliff attorney. (Staff phota)

- LCO; James Janetta, lead attorney for Voigt under Judicare; Kathryn Tierney, Lac Courte Oreilles attorney, Front row: Dewey
A chwa!enberg and Gilbert Chapman, Lac du Flambeau; Arlyn Ackley, Mole Lake; Mike Chosa, Lacdu Flambeau, David Siegler,
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Self-regulation capabzlttzes ﬁrst pnorlty

{Continued from page 12)
pressures to come and years of violent
protest to be endured.

Tribal leaders saw how the VITTF
with its own budget and staff the Great
Lakes Indian Fish Commission, also an
independent organization, could compli-
ment each other and efficiently manage
treaty seasons on Lake Superior as well as
inland.

At that time GLIFC represented Bad
River, Red Cliff, Grand Portage, Fond du
Lac, Keweenaw Bay and Bay Mills. The
two entities ultimately agreed to merge,
keeping their budgets separate.

Prior to the merge the VITTF had
interviewed and hired inland fisheries bi-
ologist Neil Kmiecik and wildlife bmloglst
Jonathan Gilbert.

When the two inter-tribal orgamza-
tions merged in 1984, the VITTF staff
joined GLIFC staff, including fisheries bi-
ologist Pete Jacobson, supervisory biolo-

gist Tom Busiahn, public information of-

ficer Walter Bresette, and secretarial
support staff Denise Neveaux and Lynn
Spreutels.

Housed on the third floor of the Bad
River tribal administration building,
Busiahn recalls that the accommodations
seemed “cavernous” for the small number

_ of staff. Today, GLIFWC is bursting at the

seams for office space.

The challenges facing the young or-
ganization were manifold. In order to pro-
vide exercise of the treaty rights under self-
regulation, they had to provide biological
expertise and data, ordinances governing
the seasons, enforcement personnel, tribal

courts—in other words, totally regulated

trealy seasons.

Pending a series of further court hear-
ings which would determine the scope of
the treaty rights and resolve ouistanding
questions of regulation, tribal off-reserva-
tionseasons depended onnegotiated agree-
ments with the state. These were called
interim agresmenis,

Negotiations were fraught with prob-
lems as the tribal and state representatives
pounded out agreements to govern the sea-

sons amid a bombardment of political and

Henry Buffalo, Jr., GLIFWC's first
executive administrator, (Stqff photo)

social pressure and with the specter of
further litigation aiways clouding the table.
Endless hours of preparation and negoti-
ating consumed the time of tribal repre-
sentatives, tribal attorneys, and biologi-
cal staff.

Meanwhile, GLIFWC continued to

grow, expanding the technical capacity of -

tribes for self-regulation of the treaty har-
vest. By July 1984 a staff of six biologists
and twelve conservation officers plus sup-
port staff were working together towards

the implementation of the off-reservahon -
_Tights.

A 1984 ERFE (Equal Rights for Everyone) meeting in Hayward in 1984, ERFE was
- one of the first anti-treaty organizations to form in Wisconsin. (Staff photo)

reservation deer seasons. (Staff photo)

Some highlights in 1984
During 1984 four interim agreements

were reached between the state and the

tribes governing seasons for small game,

- trapping, open water fishing and the deer

season.

The agreement for the open water
fishing season attracted considerable con-
troversy because it contained provisions
fortraditional methods including giilnetting
and spearing, which the state considered
“nonnegotiable.”

The tribes unsuccessfully sought a
court injunction against the enforcement
of state game laws. Back at the negotiating
table they continued to seek an agreement
that would adequately protect the resources
while providing tribal members an oppor-
tunity to exercise their rights in a meaning-
ful way.

A result of Judge Doyle’s advice the
Technical Working Group (TWG) with
state and tribal representatives was formed
to study the impact of traditional methods
on the resources: This included gilinet

. assessments of BEscanaba Lake as well as

the development of a walleye population
model 1o predict impacts of traditional

methods, including spring spearing.

Statements to the press often from the
WDNR fed the controversy with fearful
predictions for the fishery, fueling the fires
of pretest and antagonism in the
northwoods. Groups such as Equal Rights
For Everyone (ERFE) and (Wisconsin Al-
liance For Rights and Resources, Inc,
(WARR) held meetings in the Hayward
and Superior area to-organize anti-treaty
activism.

“Save a Deer, Shool an Indiar,” signs
were found in the Chequamegon National

Forest and pamphlets declaring “Open

Season on Indians” were found in the Ash-
land County courthouse. These were early
signs of the racist nature of Ihe protest to
follow.

Political pressures were also being
brought upon the tribes as they.moved
towards a conservative and tightly regu-

lated implementation of their off-reserva-

tion rights, For instance; the Wisconsin

. Counties Association passed a resolution

to imit treaty rights and a referendum in

Déer registration station manned at Lac

du Flambeau for one of rf:e first off

Sawyer County opposing treaty rights was
passed. Communications from political
leaders to the tribes indicated disapproval

.and sometimes threatened to cut financial

support for tribal programs.

Meanwhile, GLIFWC continued on
its task—the protection of tribal rights and
resources. Informational forums were spon-
sored by GLIFWC’s Public Information
Office in order to provide accurate infor-
mation on treaty rights to a confused and
hostile public, and publications with fac-
tual information, including the MASIN.
AIGAN, were begun.

In October 1984 an Ad Hoc Commis-
sion on Racism listened to several days of
testimony regarding the experiences of
racism in northern Wisconsin.

The Commmission was created through
a resolution from the Lac Courte Oreilles
tribal council, but became independent
once it convened. Their findings and rec-
ommendations were released in Novem-
ber 1984 with a strong emphasis on the
need for improved public education re-
garding tribes, tribal governmems and
treaty rights.

That year, the {nbes partlmpa{ed ina

" two part deer season, a total of 71 days,
_ with a total harvest of 687 deer, The tribes

hadbeensuccessful innegotiating anagree-
ment which included shooting from the -
roads during this second deer season as
well as an early season.

While public attention focused on the
negotiating process and the building con-
troversy, GLIFWC staff began the process
of laying a foundation for sound self man-
agement and regulation.-Data bases on the
various species were initiated as well as
systems for monitoring the off-reservation

“tribal harvest. -

- Indless controver51al arena, the state
and tribes formed the Wild Rice Technical -

. Working Group. Tribal involvement in

wild rice management initiated a much
greater effort towards enhancing wild rice-
management in the state.

It was also during 1984 that Henry
Buffalo Jr. resigned as executive admin-
istrator for GLIFWC and Ray DePerry,
Red Cliff was hired to fill the position.’

_ {See‘Anti-Indian, page 14) .
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Anti-Indian

(Continued from page 13)

1985: A prelude
to violence

As in 1984 nepotiations of interim

L agreements dominated the scene. Three

interim agreements were successfully ham-
mered out between the tribes and the state,
including a deer agreement, a ricing agree-
ment, and a spring fishing agreement.

In addition the first off-reservation
migratory bird season was negotiated with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, a pro-
cess which was without the controversy or
problems encountered with state level ne-
gotiations. Three inter-tribal agreements
were also signed to govern the trapping,
smali game and ice fishing seasons for 1985.

However, attention was focused on
negotiating a spring spearing season for
the tribes. The spring spearing agreement
was, according to VITTF chairman James
Schlender, *‘so restrictive that it was alter-
nately characterized by tribal leaders as

‘ridiculous’ or a ‘joke.””

Both Lac Courte Oreilles and Bad
River refused to ratify the agreement and
chose not to exercise off-reservation speas-
ing rights under those limitations.

Ata joint press conference, the WDNR
chose to make statements denouncing
spearﬂshmg, providing the tribes with a
preview of their statement only five min-
utes before the press conference. George
Meyer announced: “Because of the long
term biological impacts and because of the
certainty of serious social conflict if it
continues, it is the position of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources that this prac-
tice should not continue in the future.” This
surprise tactic during a prearranged “joint™
press announcement seriously challenged
any good faith between tribal nggotiators
and the state.

Negotiations were further troubled by

outside groups pushing for involvement in
the process. The WDNR called for “open
negotiations,” allowing for public obser-

vation. However, the tribes resolutely re-

fused, stating the negotiating process was
subject to enough pressure and misinter-
pretation without the presence of ‘media
and observers and because it was between
litigants and not subject to public involvement.

The 1985 spring spearing season

- brought a harvest of 2,761 walleye and 86 .

musky. Much to the credit of the tribes and
GLIFWC, the off-reservation season was
totally monitored by GLIFWC enforce-
menti and biological staff.

- There was little public knowledge or

recognition of this fact, however. Rather -

there were scare stories on the depletion of
the resources and the imminent demise of
the tourism industry running rampant
through the north, These were only encour-
aged by statements forthcoming from the
~ WDNR, such as George Meyet’s state-
ment: “There is no ise in anyone pretend-

~ . ing that the use of spears for flshmg

game fish will ever be acceptable in the
~ north.”

"The season was marked by prolest
and ended with the tribes first brush with
mob force on the Jast night of spearing in
- Vilas County. Over one hundred people

Oumde the federal court building in Madison tribal attorneys Izsren toan Honor Song

before going to trial in 1985 on the scope of the treaty right, also known as Voigt Phase
1,In the foreground are Kathryn Tierney, lead attorney and Lac du Flambeau altorney,
James Schiender, Lac Courte Oreilles attorney. (Staff photo)

~ were at the landing with about twenty law

enforcement officials. Meyer noted that
they were fortunate to keep the peace that
night: “We hung on by our fingemnails the
last night to keep peace. If there had been
ten more people on each side, we might not
have been able to keep the situation under
control.”

Disillusionment with the negotiating
process and problems with “good faith,
brought the VITTF to a point where they
left the table in the fall of 1985. The tribes

came to an inter-tribal agreement to regu--

lated and provide a 1985 deer hunt. The

WDNR responded with its Board of Direc-

tors issuing Emergency Rules for the hunt
whichconflicted W1Lh the mter-tnbal agree-
ment.

Bad River sought an injunction to

overrule WDNR's emergency rules, but the

injunction was denied. Negotiations re-
sumed shortly after the 1985 deer agreement
wassmgedbetweenmembesandtheWDNR

1985 also brought environmental is-

sues into the forefront for the tribes with’

the Department of Energy’s (DOE) pro-
posed sites for radicactive waste reposito-

_ ries within the ceded territories. GLIFWC. -

received funding from DOE to review the

Draft Area Recommendation Report -

(DARR} in 1985, initiating in-depth in-
volvement for the next several years.

Continued litigation also consumed
. “hours of GLIFWC staff time as preparation

was made for trial dates. The Voigt tribes
reentered the court room for Phase I of the
Voigtlitigation in December 1985, the first
inaseries of trials to determine the scope of

the rights and the scope of state regulation.
A team of lawyers representing the tribes
in court was led by Kathryn Tiemey, Lac
du Flambeau attorney. The team included:
Jim Janetta, Lac du Flambeau; Howard
Bichler, St. Croix; Candy Jackson, Bad
River; Milton Rosenberg, Red Cliff; Jim
Zorn, Lac Courte Oreilles; and Earl
Charlton Mole Lake.

ceded rem!ones. ¢ Sta_ﬁ' photo)

P W W R S AR S i A N A R A R G e R D N R 6w B A e A A A R A N A Ve W

protest begms

1986

This year was highlighted by involve-
ment in the Department of Energy (DOE)
siting proposals, environmental initiatives
by the tribes; the “Star Lake” incident;
development of treaty support groups; liti-
gation, and the turmoil of elecnon year
rhetoric,

Essentially, the tribes were on the
front lines in all directions during 1986,
with staff working at maximum levels to
keep up with the demands of court, public
edumnon,negohahons,mema,andresouree
management activities simultaneously.

It was during this year that VITTF
chairman James Schlender stepped down

from that position to assume leadership of -

GLIFWC subsequent to DePerry. The

VI'I'I‘Felected'I’omMaulson, LacduFlam- -

beau spearing coordinator, to replace
Schlender as VITTF chairman.

Inthe environmental aréna, GLIFWC '
staff were busy responding to the DOE’s |

proposed radioactive waste sites in the
ceded territory. In January the DOE an-
nounced the Puritan Batholith as 2 backup
site. GLIFWC and tribal representatives
were involved in hearings, public meet-
ings, and preparation of comments. Under
the leadership of Jim Schlender, a coalition
of organizations and tribes formed called
Citizens Concerned about Radicactive
Waste. Thecoalition was actively involved
in coordinating responses and pubic edu-
cation activities regarding the issue.

In regard to environmental issues the
tribes also took the lead by banning the use of
lead shot for waterfow] hunting in Jan. 1986.

A grant from the Environmenta! Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) Council of Energy

"Resources Tribes (CERT) provnded fund-

ing for an inventory of tribes’ environmen-
tal needs, However, GLIFWC ended up
performing the actual work under a sub-
contract with CERT. g

-GLIFWC S energ:es tumed to enwronmenta! issues soon after its formation when the |

. Department of Energy (DOE) announced that it was Iookmg at proposed Sites.in the

. continued to be involved in monitoring the issues and supported the first

the subjects of most public rhetoric and debate, the VITTF voted to
- resume negotiations with the state in February due to concerns for tribai

- of 1985, made spearfishermen group tagether rather than spread out on
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Doyle rules on scope of rzghts

While DOE announced the curtailment of its plans in June, GLIFWC

Protect the Earth-Rally at Mole Lake, an appropriate site because of the
proposed Exxon mine near the reservation. Exxon also withdrew its
proposal in December citing low metal pnees at the time.

In regard to negotiations and thie spring spearfishing agreement—

members’ safety.

Star Lake dominated the spring speanng news, Concems about
spearers’ safety stemming from the mob activity witnessed at the close

lakes in small numbers.

- This phenomenon precipitated the “Star Lake” incident where Lac
du Flambeau spearets exceeded their quota on Star Lake. Provisions in
the agreement had not addressed the probability of large numbers of
spearfishermen on one lake, nor the need to close a dake during a night’s .
barvest, Spearfishermen had requested to open another lake and split the
group, but were denied that opportunity by the WDNR. Consequemly, g
many boats launched on Star Lake.

The fishermen exceeded their quota when 792 walleye were  taken
from the lake that pight. While this harvest did not exceed the TAC for
Ahe lake, so did not harm the fishery, it exceeded the tribal quola of 10%
of the TAC.

As lim Schlender observed, “The uproar over the collective harvest
exceeding the quotas was greater than any harm to those lakes. The
harvest above the quotas did not exceed 1,000 fish, yet the under harvest
in other lakes largeted for spearing totaled more than 18,000 fish.”

GLIFWC had in place a system for self-regulation of the spearfish-
ing season, including conservation officers as well as biological staff to
count and record data on fish taken at each landing on a nightly basis.
This was a major accomplishment for GLIFWC, requiring the hlnng

. of additional seasonal crew for enforcement and biological monitoring.

Negotiations continued for other seasons. Significantly, the Wisconsin Counties
Association (WCA) gained a representative to the WDNR team, with- the representative's
status determined by the WDNR.

Meanwhile negotiators succeeded in providing agreements for the fourth off-
reservation deer season. Bear, waterfowl, ice fishing and trapping agreements were also
negotiated during the year.

Waterfowl surveys in the Chequamegon Bay and Kakagon Sloughs were completed
during the year as well as wild rice surveys on the water and from the air,

Fish assessments relating to the Lake Superior treaty fishery were completed, and
plans for electrofishing surveys of 33 lakes were also in the works during 1986.

GLIFWC introduced electrofishing for assessment purposes on inland lakes and was

: ihreatenedmthfelonyarrestbyWDNRforcapmnngﬁshmthﬂlegal gear(Electroshocker).

The objection was withdrawn provided field work plans were reviewed thh the inland
fisheries technical working committee,

In September 1986 GLIFWC gained representanon on the Lake Superior Technical
Committee of the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission, an international body with

1986 an election year, had rreaty nghts on poktxcaf platforms throughout the north. Gov.
Anthany Earl shown above with Rick St. Germaine, former LCO tribal chairman,
supparted govemment-to-govemmen: rela:wnsths with the tnbes. (Stqﬂ" photo}

Sl i

Veterans of press corgferences by 1987, VITTF representatives meet the press at Lac du Flambeau,

From the left are: Mike Allen, Lac du Flambeau tribal chairman; Tom Maulson, VITTF chairman;
gaiashigbos, LCO chairman; James Schiender, GLIFWC executive administrator; Arlyn Aekley,
‘Mole Lake chamrmn ; Fred Ackley, VITTF rep., Mole Lake. (Staff photo)

management responsibilities on the Great Lakes. This seat had been sought after by the
Lakes tribes for some time and was a stride towards tribal involvement in policy -
recommendations for Lake Superior management activities.

B:ologzsts also worked Wl!.h sea lamprey assessment project, and trapping lamprey
in tributary rivers,

The Natural Resources Development Division came into being during the year,
following the initiation of a comprehensive planning process for the Commission and
formulation of a five year overall plan. The Commission began to look at the issues
relating to the economics of tribal harvests ancl prov:de member tribes with technical
assistance in this area.

While election year rhetoric brought treaty rights to the political platforms of
candidates and provided a forum for some to actively elicit the support of anti-treaty
organizations, 1986 also saw the rise of pro-treaty voices. A'spring press conference

involving the Wisconsin Council of Churches, the Wisconsin Indian Resource Council

and GLIFWC made the first of several public presentations in support of treaty rights.

Former Gov. Anthony Earl formed the Tribal Community Relations Committee in
an effort to resolve tensions between Indians and non-Indians. While Earl took a firm
stand jn support of govemment-to-government relations with the tribes, election results -
favored candidate Tornmy Thompson (R), who had made promises to do something about
the spearing problem. . _

| 1987

A court decision from the 1985 trial greeted the year. Federal Judge James Doyle
issued his decision on the scope of the treaty rights in February. Essentially, he ruled that

the tribes had aright to harvest every species of fish, wildlife and planis found inthe cede¢

territory and that tribal members could harvest those resources using modern methods as
well as sell their harvest in order to achieve a modest standard of living, -

Although this ruling settled questions regarding the scope of the treaty right, furthe: T

litigation was forthcommg on the regulation of the right, $0 interim 1greement negotia-

- tions continued in process.

: The spring spearing agreement contained sxgmﬁcant changes, ralsmg the triba’
quota from 10% to 20% of the TAC and increasing the number of lakes avaxlable to tnba
spearers to include lakes over 1000 acres.

Also to prevent a reoccurrence of Star Lake, a flexible bag limit was incorporatec
into the permit system. A size limit provision designed to protect spawning females was
also inciuded. It is also notable that electrofishing assessments of Star Lake revealed tha

~ the tribal harvest in 1986 had done no biological harm to the lake.

_ However, 1987 witnessed a continued escalation of ann-treaty activity, ranging
from problems in schools to large rallies in opposition to treaty rights. It was following

a PARR Rally on April 25 that between 200 and 500 protesters amved at Buttemut Lake S

where Lac du Flambeau members were spearing. -

 {See Treaty support & cooperation, page 16)
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- Rocks were thrown at Indians and an -
elderly Indian woman was knocked to the
ground. The mob forced Indian people,
enforcement personnel and monitoring
Crews onto a peninsula near the launch site

“with law enforcement officers and
GLIFWC’s wardens forming a line of de-
fense while they radioed for assistance,
More officers arrived in riot gear and were
ultimately able 10 dispel the mob.

InJuly the introduction of Treaty Beer

by a new organization, Stop Treaty Abuse-
Wisconisin (STA) at a rally at Butternut
Lake served 1o keep the momentum going
and also introduced Dean Crist to the anti-
Indian front.
) Politically, a movement was afoot to
troduce federal legislation to abrogate
trealy rights. However, the Wisconsin Del-
egation was told by the House and Senate
Committees that the only legislation which

- would pass through these committees would
have 10 be approved by the tribes.
__AtGLIFWC’s 4th annual conference
in. Duluth, the problems of racism being
experienced in Wisconsin were directly

addressed as such. The Luthéran Human Protesrsonhebaat

Relations Association under the leadership
of Sharon Metz directly denounced Treaty
Beer and stood in suppori of treaty rights.

The Wisconsin Equal Rights Council
sponsored a treaty rights forum at Nicolet
College, and the year came to a rather quiet
conclusion with eight people fasting on the
steps of the State Capitol Thanksgiving Day

Treaty support & cooper

. €

3oATE

calcapacity during 1987. The Ojibwa Lady
was purchased for on-water patrol in Lake
Supen'o.r,. greatly enhancing enforcement
capabilities for treaty commercial fishery
management, ‘

The Enforcement Division had in-
creased staff to eight wardens plus a chief

landingsescalatedin 1988 & 989

L

requiring

center in Marana, Ariz.
As the staff increased and further
growth was anticipated, the Division intro-

duced.the rank system in 1987, refining its
organization and providing a chain of com-

maniveenfomemnreﬂ’bmmpmc:Cthpewaﬁs}:en.
state academies and the federal training -

mand.

Wildrice reseeding projects were also
begun and the Technical Working Group
g on | identified a need for a wild rice manage-
Fn b IR by ¢ ®ET  ME ment plan which GLIFWC biologists be-

S 7 JIR can 10 prepare. '

‘1N GLIFWC was also awarded a grant

¥ from the Administration for Native Ameri-
cans {ANA) for assistance with public in-

in support of the Chippewa's Treaty rights.
.As in previous years, GLIFWC had
conlinuedto grow ina professional/techni-

warden and a full-time dispatcher and sec-
retary. During 1987 all the wardens re-
ceived certification and training through

G TR ST i
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tion of public information materials on
treaty rights. _

The Division of Development and
Planning focused on program development,
particularly fo increase the law enforce-

enforcement offices at the six Wisconsin
reservations and at Keweenaw Bay, Michi-
§ gan. Work was also initiated in marketing
treaty-harvested furs, wild rice and Lake
Superior fish. . '

o 1988

. Further definition of the treaty rights
through court was sought in a federal court
B hearing on the amount of résources the
§ Chippewa may harvest to achieve a “mod-
erate living,” R .

‘A muling from Judge Barbara Crabb
determined that “modest living needs can-
¥ not be met from the present available har-
J vest even if they were physically capable

of harvesting, process and gathering it.”
By This essentially made 100% of the harvest-
able resources availableto the tribes within

limits required for resource conservation,
The 1988 spring spearing season was
launched with massive law enforcement in
place. With the specter of the mob from

1987 looming as a shadow over future
speanng seasons, a <¢coordinated enforce-

N )

u h‘ng lamprey trp'ae ike Plucinski, GLIFW fologicai teckicn le aa‘
Mark Ebener, former GLIFWC lakes biologist. One of the first cooperative éndﬁvors '
was GLIFWC ’s work with _rfze USFWS on their lamprey control progr_*a}n. (Staffvhoto)

formation objectives, including produc~

ment capabilities with plans for satellite -

N ey S

?

Ao :,.:‘;\_-rk .

(Staffphoto)
ment effort between federal, state, county,
municipal andtribal law enforcement agen-
cies was instituted for mob control.

_ Landings saw the yellow-ribbon po-
lice lines cordoning off areas for
spearfishermen to laupch and pockets for
media representatives. Riot. squads with
dog teams were available and a helicopter
.even circled over Butternut Lake,

Wisconsin had been resistant to esca-
late law enforcement, expressing concerns
about protesters' legitimate right to free
speech. That attitude changed at Butternut
Lake when law enforcement and spearers
alike were scorned by lawless mobs,
When spearers alone were the object of

x protesters’ anger, little sympathy could

be found. ' '

This expanded effort effectively con-
trolled physical outbreak- of the crowds,
but the racial hatred continued in terms of
threats, racial epithets, and on-water ha-

rassment of spearers, Wakes caused by .

speedboats driven by protesters swamped
several Chippewa boats and sometimes
rammed spearers’ boats. -

. Spring rallies sponsored by PARR in .
Torphy Park in Minocqua and propaganda
from_anti-treaty organizations kepf citi-
zenry riled and angry with misinformation
and fear tactics. : '

Meanwhile, GLIFWC kept the self-
regulatory system working. The 1988 sea-

- son provided another successful example

of tribal self-regulation at work.
Under the nightly permitting system
three lake quotas were exceeded by only a
few fish each. One lake was one fish over;
another 18 due to a bag limit violation and
“on ong lake 14 fish were taken over quiota
due to an administrative error,
GLIFWC worked with pro-treaty
groups such as HONOR, a treaty support -
organization, under the leadershipof Sharon

- Metz and with numerous organizations in

terms of soliciting understanding and sup-
port. o ' a

(See Safe Level of Harvest, page 17)
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Safe Level of Harvest confuses

CheckingtribalI.D.satthe boatlandings in 1988, GLIFWC enforcementand biological
staff work together to monitor each landing in use on a nightly basis. Achieving total
self-regulation was one of GLIFWC’s major accomplishments. (Staff photo)

. {(Continued from

- their attention to the impact of river ruffe in

On the Great Lakes, biologists were

- continuing with the fishery assessment,

spring and fall; working with the USFWS
sea lamprey control program and turning

Lake Superiot, a new exotic invader.

A few glimmerings of cooperation
alsobeganto appear. A joint walleye stock-
ing project between the St. Croix band, the
WDNR, GLIFWCand the USFWS tostock
walleye and bass near the St. Croix reser-
vation was one. Mole Lake and GLIFWC
also stocked 2,700 walleye fingerlings in
Pine La'-e, Forest County.

Enforcement instituted warden train-

. ing in conjunction with the UW-Stevens

Point, an intensive two week training ses-
sion, and also participated in the presentation of
hunter safety classes on reservations in 1988.

~ The'year saw GLIFWC biologists in
the field continuing wild rice studies, ac~
tive in purple loosestrife control; complet-
inga fishermanagement plan; and continu-

. ing with the annual fall waterfowl surveys,

to mention a few ongoing management
activities of the biological staff, :
"The first report evaluating the wild
rice harvest in Wisconsin was written by
biologist Peter David, and wild rice was -
seeded in the fall and spring in accordance
with a reseeding plan. '

The Division of Intergovernmental

- Affairs continued to be active in litigation

coordination and the ongoing negotiation
process. Nine agreements were signed dur-
ing the 1988 season,

The Development and Planning Divi-

- sion was rapidly expanding services to

member tribes in terms of preparing re-
quests for specific tribal needs, such as

. hatchery construction, loosestrife control,

and wildlife habitat rehabilitation.

1989

1989 witnessed several major changes
that influenced GLIFWC, For one, on
March 3 Judge Crabb ruled on the regula-

" tion of the walleye and muskellunge har-

vest, so that an agreement was no longer
needed. Similarly, trials were scheduled
during the year on small game hunting and
trapping and wild rice gathering, but the
parties reached a stipulation for regulation.

Trials were held in Augustonthe deer
season with the decision published in 1990.

‘Each of these rulings ended the need for

further interim agreements and the cra of
negotiations began to close.
As a result of the ruling for the'wall-

eye and muskellunge, GLIFWC assumed .
100% monitoring of the actual tribal har- .

vest. Although they had previously per-
formed the abundance of that work, the

" State had also held a role. In 1989 state

conservation officers were involved in

managing the protesters while GLIFWC .

rightfully managed the tribal harvest.
During litigation over walleye/

muskelunge regulation, the WDNR intro- -

duced a new concept in fisheries manage-
ment by surprise and Judge Crabb sanc-
tioned the WDNR’s Safe Level of Harvest

system. The Safe Level of Harvest method:

incorporates a series of complex math-
ematical calculations to set allowable har-

- vest levels on lakes that are speared. The

Safe Level of Harvest is less than the for-
merly used measure of Total Allowable

Catch (TAC). Bag limits for sport fisher~ -

‘men are adjusted according to the quotas

declared by tribes, causing bag limit reduc- -
~ tions on some lakes. - e

~Few people understood the new sys-
tem and little effort to explain it was made

Indian and non-Indian public

management.plan predicting bag limit re-
ductions been well advertised. Conse- -

- quently, a confysed and ill-informed pub-

lic was confronted with new figures, new
systems and a reduction of bag limits. This
only aggravated an already volatile situa-
tion.

Protest and racism peak
~ . Prior to the 1989 spring spearing sea-

. son PARR and STA had been active in

sponsoring community meetings and ral-
lies throughout the north, and PARR was
encouraging people to appear at the land-
ings. The result was mobs at boat landings
and the worst display of racism to be seen
in the North yet.

‘Many spear fishermen were subjected
to rock throwing, gunshots rang out across
lakes; a pipe bomb was found planted at
Upper St. Croix Lake; protesters carried
racist signs and symbols, such as Indian
heads mounted on poles. Crowds of sev-
eral hundred gathered nightly at landings
and taxed the abilities of enforcement per-
sonnel who formed long defense lines be-
tween the crowds and spear fishermen.
Many arrests were made. _

The Midwest Treaty Network, a coa-
lition of treaty support organizations, had
arranged for witnesses at the landings in
order to record events as they occurred.
GLIFWC public-information also covered
as many landings as possible in order to

. establish a record.

However, the final night of spearing,
once again at Butternut Lake, signaled a
turn. Indian people united and supporters
from around Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michi-
gan and across the nation gathered at the
landing at Butternut Lake. Treaty support-
ers finally outnumbered the protesters.
Estimates said 1,600 people were present
that night a Butternut Lake.

" By the conclusion of the season en-
forcement costs to curtail the protesters
was estimated to be two million dollars.

The ugliness of the season began to
turn heads of the public, and many began to

recognize the racist element in the move- -

ment. The protest received national public-

ity, making an ugly scar in northern .

Wisconsin’s image.
The U.S. Civil Rights Commission
held hearings in Wausan that spring where

GLIFWC s executive administrator James -

Schlender provided testimony regarding
the violation of civil rights of tribal mem-
bers. He also testified before the House
Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional
rights that year. '

In June a walk entitled “Walking To-

- gether for Peace and Justice,” was coordi-

nated with GLIFWC playing a major role.
Walking from Lac du Flambeau to the

steps of the State Capitol, participants were

successful in providing a public message
regarding the violation of civil rights in
Wisconsin. :

Similarly a Solidarity Run connecting .

the various reservations took place in the
summet; Both events provided support,
encouragement and a healing process for
Indian people and treaty supporters.
1989 was the year when “co-manage-
ment” began to be heard as a topic of

_ ; discussion. Biological Services Director
) _by the WDNR. Nor ha_d the 1979 WDNR' Tom Busiahn- published a chapter in a

book, Coaperative Management of Local
Fisheries, on “The Development of State/
Tribal Co-Management of Wisconsin Fish-
eries.” S

At GLIFWC’s 6th annual conference
co-management became the theme of a
well-attended event in Madison. Bringing
inspeakers from the Northwest who shared
the story of cooperative management from
both the state and tribal perspectives, the
idea made eyebrows rise—some with in-
terest others with consternation.

Among those embracing the concept
of co-management was Secretary of Ad-
ministration James Klauser, while the
WDNR was more aloof, .

GLIFWC responded to the issues at
hand with an intensified public informa-
tion effort. The Division of Planning and
Development assisted by compiling a re-
port entitled, “The 1989 Spring Spearing
Season—Separating Myth from Fact,”

closely examining many of the popular

statements regarding the impact of spear-
ing. GLIFWC's Public Information Office
also compiled a booklet on “Treaty Rights
and Racism” which pointed out the obvi-
ous element of racism in the protest move-
ment. N

GLIFWC also made its controversial
debutatthe Milwaukee Sentinel Boat, Sport
and Travel Show with an informational
booth, Public reaction was mixed from
very hostile to very glad to see information
more available from the tribes, _

Mercury studies were introduced dur-
ing 1989 following reports of contami-
natedfish issued by the WDNR. GLIFW(’s
environmental biologist collected walleye
from three lakes and samples sent to labs
for analysis. Studies to measure mercury
levels intribal members were also initiated
in conjunction with UW researchers, This
was the beginning of ongoing mercury
contamination studies by GLIFWC biolo-
gists,

By 1989 GLIFWC was also partici-
pating actively on many natural resource
management comunittces, providing av-
enues for tribal input in an unprecedented
matter, GLIFWC was represented on five
.of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission
-interagency committees; committees for
Great Lakes Remedial Action Plans; and
the technical section of the Mississippi
Flyway Council. .

Two working committees between
GLIFWC and the WDNR, the Fisheries
Technical Working Group and the Wild
Rice Management Committee, continued
to be active. :

Responding to the need for conserva-
tion enforcement for all off-reservation
treaty seasons, the Enforcement Division
continued to grow. By 1989 the Division’
had 20 full-time personnel and 32 part-
time temporary staff, with the latter being
employed during the spring spearing sea-
son. RE -
Cross-deputization of eight GLIFWC
officers as Special Deputies for Bayfield
County was one of the first breakthroughs
inanextended effort to receive cross-depu-
tization with county officers and state con-
servation officers. - .

- (GLIFWC's history from 1990-1993
will be continued in the next edition of the
MASINAIGAN.) - . o
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Court rules that racial animus motivated
- protestors at spearf‘ shmg Iandmgs

- By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis.—Racism motivated the
- actions of Dean Crist and STA during
years of anti-spearing protests in Wiscon-
A sin, amord:nngederalJudgeEmbamOabb
| In a recent court ruling, Crabb re-
: instituted a permanent injunction banning
STA and Dean Crisi from physically inter-
fering with the exercise of spearfishing
rights. Crabb also held Crist and STA 11-
. able for the attorney’s fees of the Lac du
Flambeau Chippewa band, which amounts
to approximately $180,000.
. “The animosity for Indians as a group
is what provided the fuel that kept protest- .
¥ ers warm at the landings at ice out time.
N Defendant Crist knew this and he em-
ployed it to his own ends deliberately,”
4. Judge Crabb stated in her opinion.
R Crabbhad placed aninjunction against
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Ihdigendus Environmental Network | | [
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Midwest Treaty Network | ]
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sponsors the [ p

- 5th Annual IEN | 11
N Protecting Mother Earth Conference [

(an Internationa! indigenous grassroots gathering)
' and the ‘ ) 4 ]

9th Annual (MTN) =
Protect the Earth Gathering =

(a Great Lakes indigenous and non-Indigenous gathering) [‘
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June 15-19, 1994
- at
Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa- Community

(south of Crandon, Wisconsin)

[support Mole Lake in their opposition to Exxon/Rio Algom's
proposed Crandon/Mole Lake zinc-copper sulphide mine which
would leave acidic wastes that would poison Mole Lake's productive
wild rice beds, fish in the nearby Wolf River and their sacred sites]

Hosted by: Nii Win Intertribal Councii~-Mole Lake Sokaogon
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i STA and Crist in 1992, but it was tempo-
s+ rarily lifted pending an appeal and resuit- ¢
- ing trial. Hearings last summer during a -
trial provided testimony to the court to
determine the motivationof Cristand 5TA,

LA

iR Gt

Crist may opt to appeal the decision,

4 according to GLIFWC policy analyst Jim
t Chippewa, Forest County Potawatomi, Menominee and F Zorn, butan appeal o the 7th Circul Court |
: Stockbridge-Munsee / of Appeals has not yet been filed. Zom  §

y Workshops and council meetings on environmental issues and . A " believes the scope of appeal would be very

@ s_trate?ies sustainable community development, local and interna- i \ limited becauss the Seventh Circuit has

[ tional forums, and many other community-based meetlngs A dance demonstration by Winnebago dancers was one of the highlights already dealt with the majority of legal

' ] during the Eliminating Racism Conference in Ml!waukee this winter. 3 issues that STA has raised.
- r& elder and youth circles
A

(Photo by Amoose) AccordingtoZom, the trial court found

substantial evidence to uphold the rulings,
and it would be unlikely for the appellate
court to overturn them. Petitioning the

r=v,

¥a campout gathering limited travel scholarships for indigenous
grassroots individuals and organizations ¥environmental fair
¥ traditional pow-wow June 18-19

' Dean Cnst STA Ieader,foliowmgan on-waxerarrest by the WDNR atCatfish Lakein 1 990 Cnstled Stop TreatyAbuse——Wl‘sconsm

For more information:
Emily iron Cloud Koenen
{EN Conf, Coordinator
(715) 682-6293

P.O. Box

FKRKE

¥traditionally-based

IEN National Qtfice
. Bemidji, MN 58601

485

Intro ducmg
218) 751-4867
Fax (218) 781-0861 Indian Natlon Network
Midwest Treaty Network | - HONOR’s electronic bulletin board system~—Indian Nation Network

731 State Street
Madison, Wi 53703
{608) 246-2266

[ (INN) is now open for business. HONOR’s long-held belief that supportive
X advocacy ‘can be accomplished with quality background information in-
Nl spired the start-up in December 1993 of HOT{OR’s Indian Nation Network,
[ ' an on-line information service for and about American Indians.

: As a result of the tireless efforts of Dianne Wyss, a member of

SNV TTT N Ml - HONOR's Board of Directors, HONOR's information sharing and receiv-
/et | P\l h.‘A._i A

ing capabilities have been honed as HONOR stands ready to meet the rigors

* ofthe twenty-first century, Wyss designed and now operates and updates the

bulletin board from a Washington, D. C. office, a location which allows

"HONOR to closely monitor relevant and s:gmficam legislation and issues
which affect Indian country.

A wide array of information is accessible through INN Current
available information includes:
. XTelephone numbers and address for members of U.S. Congressnonai
Committees which consider Indian Country issues;
X Write-ups of all major hearings in the House and Senate;
X Status of bills before the House and Senate; -
KXAction alerts _
X Telephone numbers and addresses for federally-recognized tribes.
XList of resources available through HONOR’s Milwaukee office;
XE-Mail and much much more. '
HONOR is accepting subscriptions for $50 per year. For those inter-
ested in logging on for shorter periods of time, there is a five-day access fee
of $15.00. Downloads are charged as marked. VISA and Mastercard are
aocepted on-line as well as by telephone at 414-963 1324,

Natural Resources Board has been de-

Supreme Court might be an option Crist
will consider, but the chances of sucoess'
there are slim, in Zorn's opinion.

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer .
Odanakh, Wis. —Francis (Bill) Murphy,

- Chairman of the Wisconsin Conservation

Congress was told he has “no other choice
but to resign” by the Voigt Intertribal Task
Force (VITTF) Committee of the Great
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion (GLIFWC) in a letter dated Feb. 3.

- © Anything less than resignation would

: serve to damage the credibility of the entire

Congress, according to VITTF Chamnan
Thomas Maulson.. .

Letters from the VITTF to Murphy
and to the Congress delegates, calling for
Murphy’s removal should he not voluntar-
ily resign, were in response to his “de-
meaning and derogatory comments” about

Chippewa people at a November meeting
of the WCC in Marshficld, Wis.

' Maulson told Murphy that his cred-

- ibility as a leader of a public body sanc-

tioned by the Legislature to advise the

Lo

in organizing protests af Chippewa spearfishing landings and promoted on-water mte!ference with the Chippewa’s spearing
activities. On-water interference included making large wakes and leapfrogging with fishermen’s boats. Many of the protests were

marked with the ugliness of racial slurs and threats of violence. Judge Barbara Crabb recently ruled that the STA pmtem were
- motivated by racial animus. (Photo by Amoose)

VITTF asks for
Murphy’s resignation

stroyed by his “insensitive, offensive and
inappropriate” comumients. “As long as you.
remain at the Congress helm, its positions
and motives on matters of mutual tribal/
state interest will be presumptively invalid
and suspect,” he said,

Behavior such as Murphy’s only .

serves torekindle the atmosphere of racism
and hatred experienced at the boat landings

and undercuts the progress made between
thetribes and the state in repairing damage.

caused by “racist and anti-Indian activi-
ties,” according to the letter.

“Quite simply, you have so offen- '

sively and inappropriately violated your

_ obligations as a public official that you

havenootherchoicebutto resign,” Maulson
told Murphy.

In a separate letter to the delegates, '

the VITTF called on the Conservation
Congress to exercise the moral leadership

_requited to repudiate Murphy’s statements
-and to seek his removal from the Conser~
vation Congtess.

Star Tribune to drop “offensuve”
Indian team nicknames |

Minneapolis, Minn., (AP)— deci-
sion by the Minneapolis Star Tribune to
stop using “certain offensive Indian team .

nicknames” won immediate pra:se froman -

Indian spokesman.
“Ithink when a major newspaper such

- as the Star Tribune takes that position, it

puts a lot of emphasis on the issue,” said
Clyde Bellecourt, a founder and national
director of the Amencan Indian Move-

ment. .
“Inthelong run, 1tw1llputpressureon
some of these teams to make the same

decision,” added Bellecourt, who helped

form the National Coalition On Racism i in
~-Sports and the Media,

Tim McGuire, Star Tribune editor,

‘and Julie Engebrecht, executive sports edi-

tor, said in a published statement January .
_25th, “We have come to believe that dis- .
comtinuing the use of these offensive nick-

names is the right thing to do. And we
believe newspapers make decisions about

language all the time,” they wrote. “Many
racist and sexist terms have been elimi-
nated over the years.”

" The newspaper had not planned to
make a public announcement yet. but was
prompted by “commumty conversatlon
they wrote. '

Sports staff at the aneapohs-based
Star Tribune will soon develop specific -
guidelines.

. ThePortland Oregoman made a simi-
lar decision about twa years ago. :

There are 49,909 American Indians

livingin anesota accordmgto the 1990
Census.

“ think we’re starting to accompl ish
some of our overall goals and sensitizing

America to some. of these offensive nick-

_names,” Bellecourt said.

The issue of sensitivity in using mas-
cots and nicknames has caused many
schools across the country to change or

review their use of their school mascots.
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By Betty Martin
Freelance Writer

Milwaukee, Wis.—Racism is a prob-
lem that has haunted this country since its
inception, leaving scars across the lives of
generations. While the 60s seemed to con-
front racism head on and greatly increased
public awareness to some facets of racism
in the U.§,, this social “disease” continues
1o eat at the heart of American communi-
fies: .

Judge Crabb’s recent ruling on the
activities of Dean Crist and Stop Treaty
Abuse (STA) as being motivated by a “ra-
cial animus” may give proof to some who
doubt the existence of the problem in Wis-
consin.

It is the malaise of racism that was
- directly addressed at a conference, entitled

“Eliminating Racism—Building Commu-
nities,” in Milwaukee on Jan. 29th. Both
aspects—recognition and healing—were
addressed by the keynote speaker, Dr. Bar-
bara J. Love, Assoc. Professor, University
of Massachusetts.

Love’s principle theme was that rac-
ism stems from separation and division. To
confront racism' and rise beyond its hun,
one has to eliminate the separation and
division. In other words, people have to get
to know each other and be willing to learn
frora each other. While this sounds simple,
it is not.

“Getting to know™ people, especially
from other groups or races, requires a great

~deal of courage, an open mind, and an
awarenessofourownprejudgemenls Love
siressed.

To be a full human being, Love says
we must be willing 1o interact with other
people, not only those similar to us, but
also those who are different.

From those interactions, people learn

" the truths about other cultures and races,

often changing misconceptions previously -

: Bra;i.r.:g down barriers—both children and adults were
- helped recognize racial barriers and dissolve _them_. (Photo by Amoose)

]

ANTI-TREATY ISSUES ¢

Youthful participants at the Efimmanng Rac:sm Conference in Milwaukee this winter. The conference, spansored by the YWCA,
drew about 600 participants, including many children. (Photo by Amoose)

_held. We need to get rid of the “gaps” and .

significant omissions, lies, and attempt to

correct the distortion while we expand our

knowledge base with the truth in order to
rise above the racism within us.

. be part of a healing process.

Interestingly, Love noted that under-
standing privilege and power in oursociety
will help us sort out why racism continues
and how privilege and power in our com-

. munities preventracism from being clearly

understood, challenged and eliminated.
Racism, s after all, another form of op-
pression, Love. commented.

Disinterest in confrommg our own

“racism and racism within the society is
simply becoming part of the problem. In

Love’s opinion, either you are part of the

~ solution or part of the problem where rac-

-ism is concerned.

For the many people who have been-

hurt by the impact of racism, Love teaches

that. acceptance and acknowledgment :
. of the pain is the first step towards '

healing.

Currently involved in research onthe
- experience of women and people of color

in organizational settings and the problems
they encounter, Love believes that people

" must learn from the constraints and op- -
4  pression they have experienced in orderto -
~ go beyond them. If those painful experi-- :

ences are ignored or buried, they cannot be
healed, nor can the individual effectively

While theory is good, Love also in-
cerporated experiential activities into her

presentation. She was able to teach the
participants through doing as the work-
shop proceeded.

-In another setting, children were be-

ing exposed to a multicultural day—one

that opened their eyes to understanding -

both themselves and theu different neigh-
bors.

Storytellmg,, music, and art were some
of the mediums used to express similarities
and appreciate differences between people
of various cultures and races.

An American Indian pow-wow,
Hmonyg dance group, and an African sto-

ryteller were among the traditions dem-

.. onstrated and shared durmg the confer- -
-ence,

Learning to vaiue and apprec:ate all
the good things that other cultures can

bring to our own lives is a step towards

achieving the unity needed to be abe to

celebrate a truly multicultural society.
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Rac:sm Learnmg to be the
solution, not the problem?
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-Ziigwan — It is spring
‘Iskigamizigan, Ziinzibaakwadaaboo, Ziinzibaakwad,
Ningizo, Aandeg, Zaagibagaa, Anit, Aamiwag, Ogaa

(M%ple sugar camp, Maple sap, Sugar, He or she is thawing,
row, It buds, Fish spear, They are spawning, Walleye)

- fioh— Circle the 10 underlined Ojibwe words in the
Bozhia—7 OJIBWEMOWIN Niizh—2 .
eznig (Ojibwe Language) ;etter maze. {transiations below) |
. _ : . Gegapii hingizo, a'aw goon, ziigwang.
Double vowel system of writing Ojibwemowin _ g_g_g"aawg kwe' i 2i a!g g s
Alphabet vowsls: A, AA, E, I, ll, 0, 00 ) N 2 X T - Naawakweg, gizhoozi, 2aw giizis.
(I:o' 5 B.C.D.G H JK M ?é’é’ﬁfjﬁéﬁ%hs - o C. Zhakaagonagaa dash
nsonants: B,C,D, G, H, J, K, M, R ANI T WU
N,P, 8, T,W,Y, Z, glottal stop' . _ bakadewag ingiw E‘M
‘ S Short vowels: A I, O M G A NKJ Z D. Odayaan anit dash
Double Consonants: CH, SH, ZH ldgsh — as in about L ATWBOI1 N odayaan jimaan, Nindede. .
—aA glottal stop is a voiceless Ingiw —as in tin c S KX ALI1 I N
nasal sound as In e ' : E. Baagwaa omaa
mazina'igan. ~ Ningizo — as in gnly D Wi WF KGN G aamiwag ingiw
. : | o ogaawag.
—Generaly the long vowels Long Vowels: .AA, E, i, 00 HE OI AL WO J g ) g
carry the accent. Omaa — as in father A’ AWV G AE N F. Ziigwang,-
- . o L _ _ zagaswe'iwe,
—Respectfully enlist an Nindede — as in jay G 1 OMAANDG Nimishoomis.
elder 1or heip In il —— i :
pronunciatio?: and Zugwan' és n seen R WaQs Al G BT
dialect differences. Goon — as in mgon | G EGAPI I MO
[Niswi—3 LI | [Niiwin—4 |
IKIDOWIN s[ T 11T 11 ~ Ojibwemowin
ODAMINOWIN a4 1. Inashke! Bimise aandeg
(word plaV) | | 2. Naagaj apii wii-kimiwan.
Down: | lskagam:z: ewag, ingiw
1. Sap flows AmShlnaa eg.
2. Spear Iektgammgamng I'IImIIjIn
a it is spring I'iw zilga' igan.
% Across: 5 Oniigas.
o: 3. Crow
4. B, S/heflies
6. Walleyes .
7. That, (aliving thing)

Translations:

- Nilzh—2 A. Eventually s/he melts that snow whenms spnng B. Whenitis noon S/he is warm thatsun c The snow is mushy -

and they are hungry those bears.- D. He has a fish spear and he has a boat, my father E. ltis shallow here they are spawnmg
those walleyes. F. When itis spring, he gives a ceremony, my grandfather. _

Niswi—3 Down: 1. Onjigaa 2, Anit 4. Ziigwan. Across: 3. Aandeg 8. Bimise 6. Ogaawag 7. Aaw

- Nliwin—4 1. Lookl! He flies the crow. 2. Later in time it will rain.” 3. They boi sap, those Oﬂbwe peOple 4 At the sugar bush I |

eat that sugar cone. 5. Sap is flowing, dripping.

- There are various Qjibwe dialects, check for correct asage in your area. Note that the Englfsh translation w;ll fose it's natural flow

as in any foreign language transiation. This may be reproduced for classroom use only All other uses by author's wntten

perm:ssron All mqumes can be made to MASINAIGAN PO Box 9 Odanah WI 54861




- olor. At one time, he was brown all year long, until a ccr_tain event

" Earth.
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3y Simon Otto, Freelance Writer .

The cotton tail has a cousin who is much larger than he is and
vho is protected by coloration. He changes colors from brown to
vhite, according 1o the season, brown for spring, summer and fall
wd white for winter. He also is provided with larger hind feet,
wnabling him to walk on top of the snow. This is the reason that he
scalled the snowshoe rabbit. Now, he was not always able tochange

xcurred. :

It was during the time when the Mother Earth was in her infan
dage and all animals could talk. It was the time when the first snow
appeared and the cold came. It was the very first winter on Mother

A certain family of rabbits lived near a meadow bordering a swampland. They were
a happy bunch, living in their snug nest. Plenty of sweet clover and tender grass grew
rearby. ' . :

Their only enemy was the hawk (pe-nay-se), who had a hunger for rabbits. Their
ayes were always skywards, watching for brother hawk. Their color hid them in the tall
grasses and logs, blending in with their surroundings. Brother hawk (pe-nay-se) often
went hungry. ' :

Then one day the weather began to change. The rabbits had never seen snow andthey '

dug holes in the ground to shelter themselves. They had to adapt to living underground.
They ventured out to feed in the meadow, but their food supply had turned brown and was
no longer tender and tasty. _ _

They started looking for food. They ran far from their nests and then brother hawk

(pe-nay-se)had the advantage. They were clearly seen in the white snow. Life was gettin
dangerous and hectic for them. :

l...11]'11".lll'lt.__-l_._'...._lll_-l_._...‘]_'lll]'llllll]_llllll"'ll'_["l_ljl'llll]lllillllll'l.llllllllllllll

The many shades of a snowshoe rabbit

exblained to Nana-boo-shoo what had happened; how their food

- supplyhad dwindled and how brother hawk was always near. Nana-

boo-shoo told them, “You’ll have to adjust to this situation.”
So, the rabbit went home wondering how they could adjust.
They pondered it over and decided to move their homes. They chose
a hill side facing the swamp, because they figured if they wandered
far from their burrow they could at least head for the swamp.
Everything worked out fine for a time. They used the cover of
the swamp as planned. They were content, even to the point of
* laughingathawk, because, he couldn’tcatchthem. Rabbit (waboose)
again went to Nana-boo-shoo, but this time he boasted about his
good fortune. He even laughed about brother hawk being out-
smarted. Nana-boo-shoo told him not to laugh at hawk being

outsmarted. He again ldughed about it and Nana-boo-shoo cautioned him‘again. _
One warm day the rabbits were out, far from their burrow. Brother sun was shining
brightly. The snow became sticky and the rabbits had to shake it off constantly. Brother
hawk saw them feeding and decided to sneak up on them. He swooped low to. the ground.
The rabbits saw him and ran quickly to the swamp. As they scampered, the snow stuck

1o their feet. They tried to run faster, but the snow kept building up on their feet. They '

tripped, falling over and over in the snow. _ _
They thought the énd was surely near. They lay very still, waiting for hawk to pounce
on them, but he flew on by. They couldn’t understand what had happened. They ran into
the swamp and then noticed that the snow had stuck to their fur. They were all white and
they blended in with the snow, That’s why hawk couldn’t see them.
From that day on, every time they went out, they would roll in the snow covering

' themselves. This became their new defense against hawk. Nana-boo-shoo, hearing this

told them, “from this day on, when the snow comes each year, you will turn white and live

SPRING 1994

Finally the rabbit (waboose) said, “Lets ask Nana-boo-shoo.” They scampered up
to the hill of Nana-boo-shoo, ever watchful of brother hawk (pe-nay-se). They quickly

A river reduced toam

By Simon Otto
Freelance Writer

I was a lucky kid. A river ran behind
our house and lit offered a lot for me to do:
fishing, swimming, catching turtles, chas-

ing otters, but above ali there was winter .

and skating. The “rink” was wide at that

time, some 100 feet, and it was right in my
back yard.
Each winter, we kids anxiously

awaited the freezing over of the river. It

seemed back then, winters were longer
than they are now. The snow ¢came moi¢
quickly and we were usually sliding by
Thanksgiving. We were cautioned to stay

near the swamps.” And so evolved the first snowshoe rabbit. ' :

“Walk in Peace.”

away from the river until it was safe, so we
would wait until someone was brave enough
to venture out to test the ice,

My dad walked to work every day one

_ and ahalf miles. He worked across town on

Park Avenue, near the Perry Hotel, which
is now the Perry-Davis. He walked this as
long as I can remember. Wind, rain, snow

“he walked that route every day.

Usually dad was the firstonetotry the

- ice out. When he did this, he would come

into the house and announce that it was
time to go skating. After the chores were
done, we would go skating. :

My first skates were clamp skates.

~ You clamped them to your shoes, they had

a strap that went around your an!:les. If you
didn’t clamp themn on tight, while you were

* skating the skates would come off your .
" shoe and it seemed to happen when yo

were skating fast. - '

" Aneighbor kid and I had these cla:rip :

skates at the same time, and we only had
one key between us, so we left the key in
the stump where we put on our skates. The

. next year Santa Claus left me a pair of shoe

“skates (hockey skates). They were second-

‘hand skates, but they were new to-me. 1

" . cherished them.

This river wound around where there
was an ice skating rink. I wasn’t supposed
to be there, but like all boys, 1 ventured out

to other piaces. My mother thought I was
" skating farther on down the fiver where

other kids skated. At night most of the
-Indian kids in the neighborhood would

" meet on a little island in the river and build
.. afire to keep warm, We even kept a place

there cleaned off to skate on,

. When the snow got tao deep to skate, '
~ there was a game we played called Foxes

emory

and Hounds. It consisted of a huge circle
with one dog to begin with, trying to catch

- the “foxes.” We spent many days playing

this game.

One time after winter was waning, I
- walked across the ice to go to school and

when I retumed home that afternoon to
cross the ice, there was an open space of
water where ] had walked on ice that morm-
ing. After that, every winter when it started
to get warm, | carried a stick along with me
to test the ice. No one ever fell in and 1
wasn’t going to be the first. '

Now that river is only a small trickle -
. of a stream, about 20 feet across—about

three or four feet deep. All the fish are
gone; the pike and bass gone, because their
spawning grounds ar¢ gone because the
dams have been torn out. No more water

. for the playful otters.

The muskrats are no longer there,
because someone wanted to make room for
the salmon and rainbow trout to get up a
river, . '

A hundred years of river gone in a
_couple years. This is progress forman? But

the end of a natural fishery. Happily, lotsof - - |
memories are enjoyed by those who played -

on the Bear River of long ago.

Simon Otlo iz a resident of Indian
River, Mickigan. Ne is a Native
American who, through storytelling.
‘aad freelancing, tries to alleviate
misconceptions and prejudices.
about Native Americans. Simon is
alse the author of “Walk in Peace”
a book contaiaing legeads and

ittt e

i

stories of Michigan Indians.

b3

i Ll T PP
PR BT

I s
Rt TP LR AN

-v“»j.u.\

L+

SPRING 1994 .

I I I rrrrririrrrl

| « LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE ISSUES +

TIET I T I I L L L L L I L o o oy A L E A A L L L R L I LI I AT I I At A il L)

T T T T I T L L T R i 2 s L S A L R R L R R S L L L L AN LT T I I S I I A 1k LLLELJ LI LA AR Al 12 0 13X 83 R L0 10 NN I 1 S i 0Nl

638 regulations tobe -

Close to 400 pages of proposed regu-
lations implementing the Indian Self-De-

" termination Act and the Self-Determina-

tion and Education Act of 1988 (P.L. 638)

will soon be published in the Federal Reg-

ister. : .
The Bureau of Indian Affairs and th

 Indian Health Service have been working
- on the proposed regulations for six years.

The two agencies held a series of meetings
around the country to seek the opinions of
tribal officials on the regulations. The docu-
ment was also reviewed by the Office of
Management and Budget prior to its re-
lease for publication. )

“To get these regulations published
and in the hands of Indian tribes for public
comment has been a personal priority of
mine and this Administration. And I am
glad we were able to do it within my first
six months in office,” said Ada Deer,
Interior’s Assistant Secretary for Indian
Affairs

* Speaking to Indian News, Deer said,

' the regulations, ajoint effortofthe BIA and

Articles on this page are reprinted from American
Indian Report a publication ol the Falmouth Instiute.

published, comments sought

the IHS, will cut paperwork and other’
duplications by Indian tribes and other

contracting organizations.

The proposed rules cover every as-
pect of contracting with the BIA and the
IHS including what work may be con-
tracted under P.L. 638, Indian preference
in training and employment, record reten-
tion, access to records, and the monitoring
of 638 contracts by the Secretary of the
Interior. _

. Written comments on the ptoposed
regulations will be accepted for 120 days

. after they are published in the Federal

Register. Comments may be sent to Betty
1. Penn, Indian Self-Determination Amend-
ments Regulations Comments, Regulations
Branch, Office of Planning, Evaluation
and Legislation, Indian Health Service,
5600 Fishers Lane, Parklawvm Building,
Room 6-34, Rockville, MDD 20857 orJames
Thomas, Division of Self-Determination
Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs, De-
partment Interior, 1849 C St. NW, MS
4627-MIB, Washington, DC 20240.

Legislative news briefs

Clinton signs court bill -

Nearly six years after it was first proposed, legislation to assist tribal courts has been
signed into law by President Clinton. ' ' -

Under the new law, two of more tribe may form a judicial conference that canreceive
up to $500,000 per year to cover judicial administrative costs. The legislation does not
limit the number of conferences that can be formed.

Ajudicial conference could assume any or all of the duties of the tribal courts office,
which is to be ¢reated within the Bureauof Indian Affairs. The Secretary of Interior would
treat the conferences like tribal organizations and allocate grant money ot enter into
contracts with them.

Tribes may also choose to contract directly with the BIA for court services.

The courts office will provide training and technical assistance, conduct a survey of
tribal needs and direct research and studies of tribal judicial operations.

The bill authorizes $50 million a year for the next six years to be used for funding
various support services, including personnel salaries, reporting, record management,

acquisitions for law libraries, computer research, revision of tribal codes and rules of

procedure, and facilities construction or renovation.

Bill boosts tribal environmental programs

Tribes may receive up to $15 million in grants to develop their own environmental
programs, under a new law signed by President Clinton on December 1,
The legislation sponsored by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., allows the Environmental

" Protection Agency to award grants to tribes that want to develop their own clean-air,

clean-water or other environmental regulations. -
The law is intended to give tribes the flexibility to develop environmental program
that meet the needs of their reservation.
Tribes are now bound to meet the standards and guidelines of several different
federal environmental laws. The new law allows them to coordinate responses to
environmental concerns that may fall under the jurisdiction of several different EPA

-programs. 1.

‘Status of Major Indian Legislation 103rd Congress—Second Session
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~ Number - Title _ Reported Passed Reported Passed |  Date Law
of Bill ' ~in House in Senate Approved No.
_ _ House Senate
- H.R. 1267 A bill to grant state status to Indian tribes for the purpose of House Con.ference held 9/28/93
' enforcement of the Solid Waste Disposal Act. _ Senate Conference held 8/6/93
H.R. 1425 A bill to improve the management, productivity and 9/22/93 | 11/16/93 1111993 7| 11/19/93
use of Indian agricultural lands and resources. . )
H.R.334 Lumbee Recognition Act 10/14/93
H.R.478 : Amend_ment:.s to !ntemal Revenue Code of 1986 allowing
: credit against income tax for severance and personal Referred to Ways and Means Committee January 6, 1993
_ property taxes paid to a tribal government. o o -
H.R. 1846/ Native American Trust Fund Accounting and Referred to House Subcommittee on Native American Affairs Tune 2, 1993
8. 205 Management Reform Act Referred to Senate Committee on Indian Affairs April 22, 1993
S.100 Abill to provide incentives for the establishment - :
: - of tax enterprise zones and for other purposes. Referred to Finance Committee January 21, 1993
(Contains tribal provisions) ' ' -
8.162 Abil;ﬁo Amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 - L o .
owing Indian tribes to receive charitable ' Referred to Finance C i
_ ot o hovere o inance Committee January 21, 1993

S.184 + Utah Schools and Lands Improvement Act of 1993 8/2/93 8/2/93 6/16/93 6/24/93 10/1/93 103-93
8.211 A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 Réferréd to Fi i '

B to provide tax credits for Indian investments ' _ u.lance C_)gmmmee Jan'uary' 26,1993
S. 260 * Indian Education Assistance Under Title [V Referred to Commit i i .

; - . t I
- ~  of the Arizona-Idaho Conservatign Act of 1988 ; 10 Committes on Indian Affais Jamuary 25, 1393
- 8.278 A bill authorizing the establishment of Chief B.i Foot : Referred Ly an po '.
) : ! N to E
_ | | | National Memorial Pask and Wotnded Knee Me%n o _ € | o. nergy and Natural Resourc.es Comm.lttee Febmary 2, 1_993
- S.284¢ | Amendments to the Food Stamp Act of 1977 permitting . | . o ' e - - :
1 state agencies to require households residing on - 1 33193 C.3/3193 3/29/93 - 3/29/93 4/1/93 © | 103-11
| . reservations to file periodic income reports ...~ - | ' o R ' b
R - L ‘ ' . N . - T
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By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Onamia, Minn.—Annually the Mille
Lacs band convenes in the largest audito-
rium available .on reservation to hear a
report from their chief executive on the
status of the Band. As in other years, the
auditorium was filled to capacity on Jan.
11th when Chief Executive Marge Ander-
~ son provided her report to her constitu-

ency.

Central to her thoughts were the tasks
of rebuilding the Mille Lacs nation after
years of deprivation and loss. She, how-
ever, stressed the need for a continued and
growing partnership between the people
and the government in order for that task to
succeed, and she attributed the many suc-
cesses to self-governance.

It was with pride that Anderson re-
ported onthe status of the Band in 1994. An
. excerpt from her presentation follows:

“ am very proud to report that the

- state of the Band is sound, and growing

stronger and betier with each passing day.

Our accomplishments are both numerous

and impressive. Our most recent accom-
plishments include the following.

**We have held onto our existing
land and acquired anadditional 3,500 acres.

»*We are litigating to reestablish our
treaty rights. : i

>+We have improved health services
for our members.

=+We have opened our new schools.

*We have built new homes.

»>We are building impressive new
facilities in our outlying districts.

»*We are paying back the money we
borrowed to help us finance all of these
community improvements.

»+We have money in long term sav-
ings accounts to provide for our children
and future generations of their children.
We are looking ahead.. -

*+We have instituted self rules which
will allow us to govern our own affairs. -

' »+We are successfully fighting our
enemies and building support among many
good friends.

»*We have built many strong alli-

ances with friends and neighbors in both
the public and private sector. These alli-
ances will serve us well as we move on to
- meet new challenges. .
' >Through our two beautiful casinos
we are employing over 2,300 people. We
are one of the biggest and best companies
in the state of Minnesota. We are generat-
ing  revenues that help us build and
. strengthen our reservation. But the posi-
tive benefits réach far beyond the reserva-
tion boundaries—we ar¢ supporting our
‘entire region. '

These things have happened because
we have worked hard, and we have worked |

together. .
' These things have happened because

- you as Band members have supported and

directgd this process. . o

EIRTE R A N I RN A I R
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Mille Lacs officials gathered for a photo following the State of the Band address given by Chief Executive Marge Anderson. Pictured

'Rebuilding 2 nation and partnershlp
emphasized at Mille Lacs State of the Band

above, from the left, front row: Paulie Williams, Deputy Assistant to the Chief Executive; Marge Anderson, Chief Executive;
Melanie Benjamin, Commissioner of Administration; Karen Ekstron, Assist, Commissioner of Administration; Back row: Caroline
Cornman, Interim Commissioner of Finance; Duane Dunkley, Commissioner of Education; James Genia, Solicitor General; Don

These things have happened because
of the hard work of this governmentand the
support and encouragement it has received
from Band members. R

These things are happening because
we have taken things into our own hands.
We are governing ourselves. We are re-
building our nation. The task of rebuilding
our nation isin full swing, but the task is not
yet complete.” :

Anderson also noted that Mille Lacs
is only at the beginning of rebuilding and
stands at the fulcrum of change:

=>“We have been ground down by
100 years of poverty. Now we are building
for 100 years of accomplishment.

=>For the past 100 years we have

been governed by others, for the next 100 -

years we will govern ourselves.
=»We will help those who need help.
. =»We will work with those who will
work with us, but we will vigorously fight
those who oppose our success and try to
take it from us. - :
. The rebuilding of a nationis notsome:

" thing that can be accomplished by a gov-
emment or by citizens alone. In order to rebuild

our nation, Milie Lacs Band members and their
government must work together.”
Protection of the Band’s treaty rights

. was a particular charge that Anderson gave

to Band’s Solicitor General Jim Genia for
the upcoming year. . -

A hm ey -

“Re-gstablishing our cultural and his-
toric treaty rights is another example of
how Band Government can bring more

resources and more opportunities for Band

member success,” Anderson stated,

. She urged Genia to prepare for the
resolution of legal battles in 1994 and to
protect the Band’s treaty rights during liti-

gation in federal court scheduled to com-

mence ir May.
The preparation of a comprehensive
environmental protection plan for tribal

. lands was part of the directive givento Don

- Wedil, Commissioner of Natural Resources; and Doug Twait, Commissioner of Corporate Affairs. (Photo by Amoose) |

Wedll, Mille Lacs Commissioner of Natis-
ral Resources. Anothercharge wastoimple-

" ment a land-use and zoning policy for the

reservation during 1994. :
"~ ToeachCommissioner, Anderson laid

~ outspecificdirections for the coming year,

eachproviding anotherblock necessary for
thelong term project of rebuilding the nation,

“We know the days and years ahead -

won't be easy,” Anderson stated. “But be-
cause our people and our government will
continue to work together, we know we
will suceeed.” : ' '

Focus on the Lake Superior fishery

(Continued from page 5)

funded by the Otto Bremer Foundation, the US Forest Service, the Red Cliff band, and
through 638 contract monies funded thorough the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

- Intentional introduction of exotic species: Bill Mattes, GLIFWC ‘biologist and
Great Lakes section leader for the Biological Services, informed participants about the
concern of GLIFWC’s Lakes Committee over the continued introduction of foreign

species for the sport fishery. '

.. Citing Chinook salmon as an example, M
Is concerned about the potential impact of thiese imported species on native fish stocks,

attes pointed out that the Lakes Committee

particularly on the rehabilitation efforts with Lake Superior lake trout. This is an area that
has not been adequately addressed and needs to be further studied. o

The Lakes Committee feels priority should be given to the promotion of .healthy and

self-sustaining stocks of native fish rather than continue to fosterareliance onthe stocking

LR

of non-native species. _
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Bad River Tribal Member

1 - wildlife Commission (GLIFWC). The majority of the
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‘Plants Used By The Great Lakes Ojibway

A commentary by Joe Rose, Sr.

{New GLIFWC book released-

. Plants Used By The Great Lakes Qjibway (440 pp.)
is a recent publication of the Great Lakés Indian Fish and

research for this book was conducted by Dr. James Meeker
who was formerly employed by GLIFWC and is currently
with the Native American Studies Program at Northland
College in Ashland, Wis. Jim was assisted in his field work
by his wife, Joan and GLIFWC Plant Technician, John
Heim who is a Northland College student and member of
the Bad River Tribe. o
Anishinabe Ojibwe speakers consulted for the plant
names were: Eddie Benton Banai, Spiritual Leader of the
Three Fires Midewiwin (Grand Medicine Lodge) and Maude
Kegg of Mille Lacs, Minn. Dr. John Nichols, a University
of Marnitoba Linguistics Specialist, assisted in transposing
research materials to the double vowel spelling system for
the Ojibwe words. .
The first time [ opened the book, it took me back to my
boyhood on the Bad River Reservation when I spenta good
part of my time in the company of my grandfather, Dan
Jackson Sr., who was a full blooded Ojibwe and very
knowledgeable regarding the identification and uses of
wild plants. Qur family made maple sugar in the spring-

time, picked many different kinds of berries during the - Joe Rose, Sr. and his grandfather Dan Jackson, Sr.

summer, harvested wild rice in the early autumn, and cut
our winter’s supply of firewood when the leaves began to
turn color. : B

(Photo submitted)

s
Used By The Great Lakes Qjibwa

e

==
o

Ojibwe ethnobotony.

After the snow had fallen, my grandfather and I often

. gathered wild teas from the winter waoods. -Most elders,

including my grandfather at that time, did not drink coffee,

referring to it as black medicine water or ma-ka-de-mish-
ki-kii-waa-boo. -

We spent many days and nights camping out in the
woods or fishing on the waters, We relied on wild game for
almost 100% of the meat in our diet at that time. On some
occasions we were unsuccessful in our hunting or fishing
efforts, so we usudlly gathered some kind of edible or
medicinal plants. We rarely came home empty-handed.

I remember many of the remote areas that we visited
and how each had its own soul or essence which reflected
the unique mood of that very special place. For example, .
there were large stands of American elm on the river

“bottoms mixed in with the basswoods and sugar maples at
that time. The live elms are gone now due to an infestation
of Dutch elm beetles. Also, a large part of the reservation
lands have been alienated to large corporate interests who
now engage in the practice of clear cutting, which destroys
biodiversity as well as the pristine beauty of the land.

Many of the plant species that lived in these areas have
long since disappeared. Most of the once remote areas are
now accessible due to the construction of logging roads.
Snowmaobiles and ATV’s now give one almost instant -
access to these areas. On the lake shore, the sound of ghetta
blasters often drowns out the songs of birds as well as the

- natural sounds of wind and water, :
' The mood or soul of these wild places has definitely been altered so they are no
longer the same. I often feel sorry for our young people for they will never know those

. places as the people of my generation once knew them.

My grandfathers first language was Ojibwe, and he knew the plants and animals by
their Ojibwe names. The succeeding generations of Ojibwe people on our reservation
have lost their language due to the strongly enforced assimilation policies of the Christian
missionaries and the U.S. Government.

The people of my generation could still identify most of the various plant species
using common names in the English language. The present generation of young Indian
people no longer possess this kind of knowledge. In just three generations, our people
have lost something that was once considered to be common knowledge. The present
situation is somewhat disturbing, if not threatening, since it is necessary to know the
natural world before one can love and protect it. :
~ Thisknowledge and responsibility of living in harmony and balance with the natural
world was given to the Anishinabe people by the Great Spirit when Original Man first
walked the earth. My grandfather’s life style was based on a strong Ojibwe ethic of love
and respect for the land and its creatures. He never took more than he needed and always
left a surplus of plants and animals to grow and flourish. He was not one who was inclined
to preach these values but they were often reflected in the stories that he told. As a role
model, he has always had a dramatic impact on my philosophy of life. This legacy he left
to me in hopes that I would pass it on to succeeding generations.

This book is not intended to provide a quick course in Ojibwe shamanism. There are
no recipes for preparation of medicinal cures and care is taken not to divulge any rituals
or secrets pertaining to Ojibwe medicine that could be exploited by satanic culis,
commercial interests, or anyone else. o . _

 Instead, this book gives some insight into the vast stores of knowledge possessed by
Qjibwe people. It can be used as a resource in-recapturing and preserving that part of the
Ojibwe language that pertains to the plant world. It can also serve as an authoritative legal-
Tesource in preserving the treaty reserved gathering rights of the Lake Superior Chippewa
(Ojibwe) as well as a convenient field guide for those who are interested in the study of

Itwill serve as aresource for the development of data base systemsforenvironmental
research which could strengthen tribal efforts to prevent environmental degradation on

- lands in the ceded territory. In closing, I would like to express my heart felt gratitude to

all of those who have contributed to this project.

(Joe Rose Sr. is the Director and Associate Professor of Native American
Studies at Northland Collegé, Ashland, Wis. and a Bad River Tribal Member.)

Copies of the book are available in unabridged (440 pages) and abridged (42

pages) versions through the Wildlife Section of the Biological Services Division

of GLIFWC. The unabridged version is $29.00 for the first capy and $27.00 for
each additional copy; the abridged version is $6.25, all prices include postage.

- Send order to: Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission, Attention: John

Heim,Biological Services Division, P.O. Box 9, Odanah, WI 54861 or phane

(715) 682-6619, R IR .
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Rebuilding a nation and partnership PlantsUsed By The Great Lakes Ojibwa)’ |

emphasized at Mille Lacs State of the Band

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Cnaniia, Minn.—Annually the Mille
Lacs bund convenes in the largest audito-

rium avpilable on reservation to hear a -

report trom their chiel executive on the
status of the Band. As in other years, the
auditorium was filled to capacity on Jan.
! 1th when Chiet Executive Marge Ander-
son provided her report to her constitu-
ey,

Central w her thoughts were the tasks
of rebuilding the Mille Lacs nation after
years of deprivation and loss. She, how-
ever; stressed the need for a continued and
growing partnership between the people
and the government in order for that task to
succeed, and she attributed the many suc-
cesses 1o self-governance.

It was with pride that Anderson re-
* purted onthe statusof the Band in 1994. An
excerpt from her presentation follows:

*[ am very proud to report that the
state of the Banad is sound, and growing
stronger ind better with each passing day.
Our accomplishments are both numerous
and tmpressive. Qur most recent accom-
plishments include the following.

We have held onto our existing
land and acquired an additional 3,500 acres.

=We are [itigating 1o ru.slabl;sh our
treaty rights.

>+We have improved health services
for our members.

>+We have opened our new schools.

=+ We have built new homes.

>+We are building impressive new
facilities in our outlying districts.

=+We ar¢ paying back the money we

borrowed 10 help us finance all of these -

community improvements.
=>+We have money in long term sav-
ings accounts 1o provide for our children
and future generations of their children.
~ We are looking ahead. :
- =We have instituted self rules Wthh
will allow us to govern our own affairs.
=>We are successfully fighting our

enemies and building supportamong many -

-good friends. _

= We have buiit many strong alli-
‘ances with friends and neighbors in both
the public and private sector. These alli-
ances will serve us well as we move on to
meet new challenges,

=Through our two beautiful casinos
wy are employing over 2,300 people. We
are one of the biggest and best companies

- in the state of Minnesota. We are generat-

ing revenues that help ws build and

‘strengthen our reservation. But the posi--

tive henefits reach far bevond the reserva-

tion bnundams*\\e are suppornne our -

entire region.”

. These things have happened bLCﬁUSL

- we have worked hard, and we have worked :

. together.

These thmgs have happened because -

you as Band members have supported and
directed this process.

Mille Lacs officials gathered for a photo following the State af the Band address given by ChquExecutxve Marge Anderson. Pictured

above, from the left, front row: Paulie Williams, Deputy Assistant to the Chief Executive; Marge Anderson, Chief Executive;

Melanie Benjamin, Commissioner of Administration; Karen Ekstron, Assist, Commissioner of Administration; Backrow: Caroline
Cornman, Interim Commissioner of Finance; Duane Dunkley, Commissioner of Education; James Genia, Solicitor General; Don
Wedil, Comm:ss:oner of Natural Resources; and Doug Tweit, Commissioner of Corporate Affairs. (Photo by Anmoose)

These things have happened because
of the hard work of this government and the
support and encouragement it has received
from Band members.

These things are happening because
we have taken things into our own hands.
We are governing ourselves. We are re-
building our nation. The task of rebuilding
ournationis in full swing, but the task is not
yet.complete.”

Anderson also noted that Miile Lacs
is only at the beginning of rebuilding and
stands at the fulcrum of change:

=»“We have been ground down by
100 years of poverty. Now we are building
for 100 years of accomplishment.

=>For the past 100 years we have

~ been governed by others, for the next 100
- years we will govern ourselves.

=>We will help those who need help.
=>We will work with those who will
work with us, but we will vigorously fight

those who oppose our success and lry 10
. take it from us.

" Therebuilding ofa natlonis notsome-
thing that can be accomplished by a gov-
emment or by citizens alone. In order to rebuild

our natien, Mille LacsBandmembersandmen ’

govemmeni must work together.”
Protection of the Band’s treaty rights

. was a particular charge that Anderson gave

to Band's Solicitor General Jim Gema for
the upcoming year.

“Re-gstablishing our cultural and his-
toric treaty rights is another example of
how Band Government can bring more
resources and more opportunities for Band
member success,” Anderson stated.

She urged Genia to prepare for the
resolution of legal battles in 1994 and to

protect the Band’s treaty rights during liti-

gation in federal court scheduled to com-
mence in May,

The preparation of a comprehensive

- environmental protection plan for tribal

lands was partof the directive given to Don

Wedll, Mille Lacs Commissioner of Nain-
ral Resources. Another charge wasto imple-

. ment a land-use and zoning policy for the

reservation during 1994,

Toeach Commissioner, Andersonlaid

out specific directions for the coming year,
each providing anotherblock necessary for
thelong term project of rebuilding the nation,
“We know the days and years ahead
won’t be easy,” Anderson stated. “But be-

‘cause our people and our government will

continue to ‘work together, we know we
will succeed.” 3

Focus on the Lake Superlor flshery

(Continued from page 5)

funded by the Otto-Bremer Foundation, the US Foresr Semce, the Red Cliff band and
through 638 contract monies funded thorough the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Intentional introduction of exotic species: Bill Mattes, GLIFWC biologist and .

Great Lakes section leader for the Biological Services, informed participants about the

concern of GLIFWC’s Lakes Committee over the continued introduction of foreign -

species for the sport fishery.

Citing Chinook salmon as an example Mattes pointed out that the Lakes Committee )

is concerned about the potential impact of these imported species on native fish stocks,

-particularly on the rehabilitation efforis with Lake Superior lake trout. This is an area ‘that

has not been adequately addressed and needs to be further studied.
The Lakes Committee feels priority should be given to the promotion of healthy and
self-sustaining stocks of native fi sh rather than contmue tofostera relrance on the stocking

of non- native sper.:les

Ao e

New GLIFWC book released ﬁ _ —

A commentary by Joe Rose, Sr.

" Bad River Tribal Member

Plants Used By The Great Lakes Ofibway (440 pp.)
is a recent publication of the Great Lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC). The majority of the
research for this book was conducted by Dr. James Meeker
who was formerly employed by GLIFWC and is currently
with the Native American Studies Program at Narthland
College in Ashland, Wis. Jim was assisted in his field work
by his wife, Joan and GLIFWC Plant Technician, John
Heim who is a Northland College student and member of
the Bad River Tribe.

Anishinabe Ojibwe speakers consulted for the plant
names were: Eddie Benton Banai, Spiritual Leader of the

" Three Fires Midewiwin{Grand Medicine Lodge) and Maude
- Kegg of Miile Lacs, Minn. Dr. John Nichols, a University

of Manitoba Linguistics Specialist, assisted in transposing
research materials to the double vowel spelling system for
the (jibwe words.

The first time [ opened the book, it took me back to rny
boyhood on the Bad River Reservation when I spent a good
part of my time in the company of my grandfather, Dan

 Jackson Sr., who was a full bloeded QOjibwe and very

knowledgeable regarding the identification and uses of
wild plants. Our family made maple sugar in the spring-
time, picked many different kinds of berries during the
summer, harvested wild rice in the early autumn, and cut
our winter’s supply of ﬁrewond when the leaves began to
turn color.

Joe Rose, Sr. and his grandfather Dan Jackson, Sr.

(Photo submitted)

After the snow had fallen, my grandfather and [ often
gathered wild teas from the winter woods. Most elders,
including my grandfather at that time, did not drink coffee,
referring to it as black medicine water or ma-ka-de-mish-
ki-kii-waa-boo.

We spent many days and nights campmg out in the
woods or fishing on the waters. We relied on wild game for
almost 100% of the meat in our diet at that time. On some
occasions we were unsuccessful in our hunting or fishing
efforts, so we usually gathered some kind of edible or
medicinal plants. We rarely came home empty-handed.

I remember many of the remote areas that we visited
and how each had its own soul or essence which reflected
the unique mood of that very special place. For example,
there were large stands of American ¢im on the river
bottoms mixed in with the basswoods and sugar maples at
that time. The live elms are gone now due to an infestation
of Dutch elm beetles. Also, a large part of the reservation
Jands have been alienated to large corporate interests who
now engage in the practice of clear cutting, which destroys
biodiversity as well as the pristine beauty of the land.

Many of the plant species that lived in these areas have
long since disappeared. Most of the once remote areas are
now accessible due to the construction of logging roads.
Snowmohiles and ATV's now give one almost instant
access to these areas. On the lake shore, the sound of ghetto
blasters often drowns out the songs of birds as well as the
natural sounds of wind and water,

" The mood or soul of these wild places has definitely been altered so they are no
longer the same. I often feel sorry for our young people for they will never know those
places as the people of my generation once knew them. _

. My grandfathers first language was Ojibwe, and he knew the plants and animals by
their Ojibwe names. The succeeding generations of Ojibwe people on our reservation
have lost their language due to the strongly enforced assimilation policies of the Christian
missionaries and the U.S. Government, :

The people of my generation could still identify most of the various plant species
using common names in the English language. The present generation of young Indian
people no longer possess this kind of knowledge. In just three generations, our people
have lost something that was once considered to be common knowiedge. The present
situation is somewhat disturhing, if not threatening, since it is nccessary to know the
natural world before one can love and protect it.

This knowledge and responsibility of living in harmony and balance with the natural
world was given to the Anishinabe people by the Great Spirit when Qriginal Man first
walked the earth. My grandfather’s life style was based on a strong Ojibwe ethic of love
and respect for the land and its creatures. He never took mare than he needed and always
left a surplus of piants and animals to grow and flourish. He was not one who was inclined
to preach these values but they were often reflected in the stories that he told. As arole’
model, he has always had 2 dramatic impact on my philosophy of life, This legacy he left

T me in hopes that I would pass it on to succeeding generations.

This book is not intended to provide a quick course in Ojibwe shamanism. Then, are

- mo recipes for preparation of medicinal cures and care is taken not to divulge any rituals

or secrets pertaining to Ojibwe medicine that could be exploited by satanic \ths

"‘commercial interests, or anyone else.

Instead, this book gives some insight into the vast stares of knowledge pObbcs“O by

~ Ojibwe peaple. It can be used as a resource in recapturing and.preserving that part ot the

QOjibwe language that pertains to the plant world. It can also serve as an authoritative kegal
resource in preserving the treaty reserved gathering rights of the Lake Superior Chlpp..\\ a
(Ojibwe) as well as a convenient fleld guide for Ihose Who are interested in the study of
Ojibwe ethnobotony. . :

Itwill serve as aresource fnrthe develnpment of data bdse systems for enwronmcmal -
research which could strengthen tribal efforts to prevent environmental degradation an
lands in the ceded territory, In closing, I would like to express my heart felt gratitude to
all of those who have contributed ta this project.

(Joe Rose Sr. is the Director and Assaciate Professor of Native American

_ Studles at Northland College, Ashland, Wis. and a Bad River Tribal Member.)

Copies of the book are available in unabridged (440 pages) and abridged (42
pages) versions through the Wzld!:fe Section of the Biological Services Division
of GLIFWC. The unabridged version is $29.00 for the first copy and $27.00 for
each additional copy; the abridged version is $6.25, all prices include postage.
Send order to: Greatlakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission, Attention: John

Heim,Biological Services D;v:s:on, P O Box 9 Odanah Wi 54861 or phone
{ 715) 682-6619,
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Lines between cultural & biological diversity

By Jonathan Gilbert
GLIFWC Wildlife Biologist

In January 1994 the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission published a book entitled “Plants Used by the
 Great Lakes Ojibwa” by Jim Meeker Joan Elias, and John
Heim. The book documents 384 varieties of plant species which
are used by the Ojibwa people for food, medicine or other

ceremonial purposes.

It was originally written for ethnobotanists and the plants -
are arranged by habitat. For each species there is a plant
description and a range map for the counties of the Ojibwa -
Ceded Territories of 1837,1842 and 1854 in Michigan, Wiscon-

- sin and Minnesota. Although this book is the culmination of
more than 5 years of work, it is reaily seen as just the beginning.

Each of the 384 species has listed with it the Ojibwa name
for the plant or, in some cases, parts of the plant. It isthe addition
of the Ojibwa name which makes the book vnigue and offers a
starting point for further research. Why did we put the Qjibwa
name for each plant? For those who might suggest that this was
our attempt to be culturally correct and that the name adds
nothing to the value of the work. This is completely untrue.

1 would like to offer a different perspective on the reason
for incorporating the Ojibwa name into the book. 'I,'he namesof |
plants (and other things) have special meanings in the Ojibwa
culture. There are reasons for each name and the name of each
plant or animal tells a story about that species. According to the
Ojibwa Creation Story the names of all things came fr%m the (Staff photo)

QOriginal Man.

“After Original Man was placed on the Earth, he was given instructions
by the Creator. He was told to walk this Earth and name all the o-way-se-ug’
. {animals), the plants, the hills, and the valleys of the Creator’s gi-tigan’

{garden).

Original Man had no name of h;s ownyet. Later, peaple wauld refer to him
asAnishinabe and, stifl later, Way-na-boo’ -zkoo. But at this early time, he who
had no name would name all the Creation.’

The Mishomis Book, by Eddie Benton-Banai
Way-na-boo’-zhoo did not name the plants, the animals and the hills and valleys with

out reason. Each species and each place received a name for a special reason. The name
may reflect the place or the manner in which the plant was growing, or it may refertoa

Jonathan Gilbert, GLIFWC wildlife biologist.

Indigenous people have a different view of the world in which
they live, It is not a wrong or mistaken view of the world, it is
]ust asvalid as the “western view,” but different. If we miss this
_view of the world then we are diminishing our view of the
biological diversity of the world.
Let us look at an example. Who is to say that our =
“scientific” ordering of species as designed and implemented
by Linaeus is the only proper ordering of species. Qjibwa
people believe that the Creator or Kitche Manitou brought the
world into being as told by the following story.

“QOut of nothing he made rock, water, fire and
wind. Into each one he breathed the breath of life. On
each he bestowed with his breath a different essence
and nature. Each substance had it’s own power
which became its soul-spirit. From these four sub-
stances Kitche Manitou created the physical world

_of sun. stars, moon and earth. :

To the sun Kitche Manitou gave the powers of
light and heat. To the earth he gave growth and
healing; to waters, purity and renewal: to the wind,
music and the breath of life itself.

On earth Kitche Manitou formed mountains,
valleys, plains, island, lakes, bays and rivers. Every-
thing was in its place: everything was beautiful.

- Then Kitche Manitou made the plant beings.
These were four kinds: flowers, grasses, trees, and
vegetables. To each he gave a spirit of life, growth,
healing and beauty. Each he placed where it would

be the most beneficial, and lend to earth the greatest beauty and harmony and

order.

and swimmers.

the powers to dream.

special use of the plant, or the name may reflect a dream Original Man may have had, but |

for whatever reason, the name of the plant incorporated & portion of Original Man's view

of the world.

Therefore, an understandmg of the name of the plants will give us a greater
understanding of the nature of these species according to the Ojibwa culture. I believe that
we will not have a complete understanding of the nature of a species until we understand

the meaning of its Cjibwa name.

This is not the first time that ethnobotanists have attempted to document the uses
native peoples have put to the local flora and attach names to each species. Weread about
such work in some of the popular literature taking place i in far away and exotic places and.

almost always there is an explicit, benefit
which is accrued to humanity at large be-
cause of the research.

Either we read of a potential cure for
cancer, new genetic material which will

revolutionize agriculture, or the discovery’

of a new primate species. But rarely do we

- read of the preservation of the culture of the

local peoples as an integral part of the
preservation of biological diversity of the
area.

The mamtenangwf cultural dwersny o

is important to the maintenance of biclogi-
cal diversity is impossible. I make this
statement for two primary reasons. The

- indigenous people of an area affect the -
‘local biological communities as surely as

the climate and other biophysical factors.

Toremovethe indigenous people, and their

effects, alters the system and will nega-
tively impact biological diversity.

In addition to the loss of physical
effects on the biotic communities, the loss

_of cultural diversity will reduce cur ability
1o fully understand the biotic community.

The M:sham:s Boak, The Voice of rhe Oﬁbway, by Edward Benton-Bana:.

7((

After plants. Kitche Manitou created animal beings, conferring on each
special powers and natures. There were two-leggeds, four-leggeds, wingeds,

-~ Last of all he made man. Though last in the order of creation. least in the
order of dependence, and weakest in bodily powers, man had the greatest gift,

~ Kitche Manitou then made The Great Laws of Nature for the well being
and harmony of all things and all creatures. The Great Laws governed the place
and movement of the sun, moon, earth and stars; govemed the powers of wind,
water, fire, and rock; governed the rhythm and contmuuy of life, birth, growth,
and decay. All things lived and worked by these laws.”

Qjibwa Heritage, by Basﬂ Johnston

There are many interesting references in this passage. We can sec that there are four
orders of things in the Ojibwa world view; the physical world, the plants, the animals and
‘humans. Each order is further divided into units. To the Ojibwa people this is the correct
classification system, not the binomial classification of Linacus.

Also notice that humans are the most dependent of the four orders. The Ojibwa
people believe that humans are dependent on the physical elements, the plants and the
animals and that these three orders are independent of humans. This, too, is a different
world view than that of the dominant society. Is it any less valid? I think not. Can it add"
to our understanding of the biotic commumty" Undoubtedly, yes. :

No one should be surprised that in-
digenous peoples have a different perspec- -
tive of the natural world than non-indig- -

enous peoples and that these different

. perspectives have often times been em-

braced by the dominant society many years
after first being articulated by the mdxg-
enous population. Chief Seattle said in

' 1854; “This we know; the earth does not

belong to man, man belongs to the earth,
All things are connected like the blood that

" unites usall. Man did not weave the web of
life, heis merely astrandin it. Whateverhe .

does to the web, he daes to himself.” All

things are connected, what we do to one

strand of the web, we do to all of the web.

_ These areideas taken upby many inrecent '
- years when advocating for new “ecosys-

tem management” programs or “new per-

spectives” in forest management: Butthese

are not new ideas. Indian people knew
about interconnectedness long ago,
The Ojibwa people of the upper Great

- Lakes region knew also of the importance

" (See Biological diversity, page 27) -
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U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wild-

Maengun returns to the Upper Peninsula

GLIFWC bzologzst joins Michigan Wolf Recovery Team

By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer

Unlike European culture that has
tended to view maengun (the wolf) as an
enemy or the “big bad wolf,” the Anishi-
nabeg have found a brotherhood with the
wolf and look to many of the wolf’s quali-

ties as'a model. In fact, maengun repre- .

sents an important totem, or clan, in the
culture. People of the wolf ¢lan are protec-
tors of the nation.

Itisnotsurprising that the Voigt Inter-
tribal Task Force (VITTF) welcomed the
opportunity for GLIFWC biologist Lisa
Dlutkowski, stationed at the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community, Baraga, Michi-
gan, to join the Michigan Wolf Recovery
Team. Asa member of the team she will be
assistingwithresearchonthe wolvesinthe
Upper Peninsula (UP) and working with -
other professionals in establishing a man-
agement plan.

Dlutkowski says she has been attend-
ing meetings of the Team as an associate,
but because of the cuitural importance of
the animaltothe tribes, requested full team
membership. The Team is lead by the
Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources (MIDNR) with members from the

life Service, and the National Park Service.
. Currently, they are monitoring an ap-
proximate thirty-three wolves in the UP,

-all of which are naturally occurring in the

area, Dlutkowski says. An earlier attempt
by the MIDNR to reintroduce the wolf in
the 1960s was unsuccessful.

Biologists believe the current wolf
population was probably originated in
Minnesota and Canada and migrated tothe
UP. While there are a number of loners,
biologists are encouraged by the existence
of several packs which have produced pups
this past summer.

Much of the information on the wolf
population comes from reported sightings,
Dlutkowski states. People call and provide
times and locations. She will be assisting
with some wolf iracking records, which
will involve visiung areas where wolves
have been seen and looking for further
evidence of their presence.

As the team approaches the task of
developing a wolf management plan, they

. will be considering the various problems

which confront the wolves’ continued ex-
istence in the UP and develop strategies to
assist maengun in hlS return to the home-
lands.

o R
Results of the 1993-94
off-reservation treaty
deer season in wWisconsin

Tribe Antlered  Antleriess  Total
Bad River ‘ 54 151 205
Lac Courte Oreilles 140 368 508
Lac du Flambeau 131 464 - 595
Lac Vieux Desert 1 0 1
Mille Lacs - 33 55 88
Mole Lake S 97 311 408
Red Cliff : 86 157 - 243
St. Croix . 135 281 © © 416

TOTAL - 677 1,787 2,464

Blologlcal d1vers1ty continued

(Continved from page 26) .

of burning to the regeneration of some of
their berry crops. They complained bit-
terly to the land management agencies in
the ¢arly 190(’s about fire suppression.
They realized that the suppression of fire

was reducing the availability of blueber--

ries on the barrens habitat.

Now, years later, we are hearing much
talk of barrens restoration and the role of
fire in that restoration by several land
management agencies. Indlanpeopleknew

of the importance of fire to barrens main- .
tenance long ago:

We can continue to learn of the ecol-

© ogy species by studying Ojibwa language
and the names of plants. The Ojibwaname -

for canada yew (Taxus_canadensis), for
example, isne’bagandag.” This name trans-
lates into “that which sprawls about every-

- where.”

Those who are familiar with the veg-”
etation of the upper Great Lakes region

know that ne’bagandag’ docs not sprawl
about everywhere anymore. It is rare to
find yew sprawling about anywhere, ex-
cept on a few islands in Lake Superior and
a few other isolated areas, which have no

- deer.

The abundance of deer in the north
has greatly reduced the amount of yew
present in the area. We have learned some-
thing about the changed condition of the
biotic community in the north from the

name of one plant species. I believe that . =

there are countless other examples of
this.

‘And so we come full circ'le and return

to the names of plants and to the publica-

tion of the book “Plants used by the Great
Lakes Ojibwa.” 1 stated above that this
work represented the begmmng of further
research,

It is hoped that we can expand on this
book. That we can begin to explore the
stories and dreams behind the names ot

. these 384 plants. If we can begin to better

understand the reasons behind the names
of these plants, we will be in a better

position to more truly understand the na-

ture of our local biotic communities.
Ourability to preserve and protect our
biclogical diversity depends on our ability

 to understand the nature of our world and

this depends on our incorporating the world
view of indigenousEi:opla into our natural
resource planning.

-
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~concerned about local extinction even if we know the species are -
not gone from the total landscape I suggest we do need to be p. James Meeker

By Dr. James Meeker -
Associate Professor, Northiand College

With the northern lights pulsing across the night’s sky and
single-digit temperatures, it is hard 1o believe that we are turning the
corner on winter. The sound of frost cracks, however, coming from
the edge of the woods reminds me that the trees will be awakening
soon, and that sugaring time is only a month away.

Not tuo long after the sap runs the rest of the plant world again
comes alive, beginning their scasonal cycle. Following a similar
rhythm [ hope to awaken and revisit the discussion as ! left itin the last
article I'wrote for these pages. )

| left the discussion on the topic of local plant extinction. By this-
[ suggested that there may be a number of plant species that have
fewer populations or groups today than there were before the cut-over
of the last century and the land use practices that followed. Canada
yew, or ne’bagandag’ in Qjibwe, is good example of a species that
was evidently much more common at one lime, and most likely has
experienced local extinction,

1 posed the question [ast time of whether or not we need to be

concerned.

We know that planls like animals, exist in groups that we call populatlons Often it
is difficult to tell where one population ends and another one begins unless they are
bounded by obvious barriers like a river, lake, hillside or wetland. 1 like to imagine that
these populations (often large clumps or clones) are growing and dying off over time.

When viewed over a longer time period they might be imagined as blinking on and
off much like the lights of some Christmas trees. Each time a light goes out it represents
the dying off of a population, and each time a light flashes, it is the rebirth of another.

In reality, unlike the Christmas tree example, these plant populations also move
around the landscape. Imagine if you will a group of trilliums, one of my favorite spring
wildflowers, just reaching maturity (producing sced) as a large tree crashes down on top
of the colony, “putting out its lights™ so to speak.

Since these trilliums have evolved a relationship with ants and even offer the ants 2
special treat in the form of a protein-rich food particle attached to their seed, the ants return
the favor and disperse the seed to another spot. After germinaling,and a number of years
developing, anothes group or popuiation of trilliums “lights™ up the forest in another spot.
Al populations blink on and off like this on different time scales.

The problem is that no one has any idea how much the land management practices

- that occur on about 95% of our region’s landscape affect this natural process of birth arnd

death of populations. Let me use a few examples where we can be envision how landscape
management might affect these population processes. Befare European settlement much
of the north woods was covered by northern mixed hardwood forests (mixtures of sugar

maple, hemlock, basswoad and yellow birch with lesser amounts of pine, spruce, fir,
aspen and white birch).

- Most of this was logged over and forests regrew. In many -
of these regrown areas the second cut (often a clear cut) has’
already taken place and has been much more efficient than the
first. These clear cuts favor aspen for its sought-afier fiber. In
other areas, pines were planted in relatively homogeneous
patches, often called monocultures. .

Imagine boththe aspen and the pine plantations as “oceans”
surrounding smaller tracts of land (“islands™) that have recov-
ered since the cut-over and not yet been cut for the second time.
Within these “island” tracts the aspen have started to die back
giving way to perhaps maple, yellow birch and basswood which
have reached 8 to 12 inches in diameter.

Many changes like this have occurred in the region since
settlement, These have resulted in a much more fragmented
landscape, with small “islands™ of mature forest like the ex- -
ample above, set in an “ocean” or matrix of short rotation forest,
one that is scheduled to be cut between every 40 and 60 years.

These situations have resulted in two factors that may
reduce the ability for plant populations to continue to blink on
and off across our landscape.

First, these practices have dramatically increased the amount
of edge habitat in our landscape, which often affect our smaller
forest fragments. With increased edge, light now penetrates further into the patches,
favoring different plant species.

Also, increased deer populations along these edges can mean greater than normal
browsing of the wild plants within the patches. Both of these situations can increase the
mortality of plants within our island patch.

Secondly, as populations within the patch die off, dispersal rates from outside areas
and hence the rebirth of populations back into the patch may be reduced. Remember our
ant dispersing seed. It is likely that if an ant gathered a seed from the nearest island patch,
and deposited the seed in the middle of a large clear cut, the trillium may not survive for
lack of moisture or increased competition from other plants.

Finally, the distancé between the remaining islands of mature forest may increase
to a point where dispersal is less and less likely, making it very difficult for the original
species composition of the patches to be maintained. Over the long term then, local
extinctions may mean regional extinctions, and plants may be relegated to the very few
large areas where we, as a people, have decided to live “lightly.”

The scenario that | have painted above has probably not happened yet, but the point
is that we do not know! One of the biggest threats to loss of the wild plant component
across our landscape may not initially be the land use practices at all, but a lack of people
who know enough about these plants to point out problems.Who is going to be there to
come to the plants’ aid when there are problems? -

{Dr. Meeker is a professor in the Native Awmerican Studies Program at
Northland College, particularly the Natural Resource Technology Program. This
program is designed for Native Americans to study natural resource issues.)
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