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First treaty harvest unde rway 
in M inneso ta 1837 ceded terr i tory 

By Charlie Otto Rasmussen 
Writer/Photographer 

Mille Lacs, Minn*—A light mist 
drifted through the skies of east-central 
Minnesota, shrouding the autumn land
scape in shades of gray. For the native 
people of Mille Lacs, it was a grand day. 

On an historic white-tailed deer hunt 
November 8 & 9, Mille Lacs band mem
bers exercised their 1837 treaty rights in 
the Minnesota ceded territory without en
cumbrance from state authorities. 

Leonard Sam, Mille Lacs band mem
ber and Voigt Intertribal Task Force Rep
resentative said he was pleased by how the 
season began in the traditional hunting 
grounds of Minnesota. 

"It definitely felt good to be out there," 
said Sam "Our hunters got out to public 
lands and harvested some deer," 

Before the 8th Circuit Court of Ap
peals lifted a ban which prevented the off-
reservation harvest of resources like deer 
and fish, Mille Lacs band members were 
restricted to tribal property and the 1837 
Wisconsin ceded territory. 

Don Wedll, Mille Lacs Natural Re
sources Commissioner, has been involved 
in the 1837 Minnesota treaty rights litiga
tion since 1990. -After many years of 
negotiation and litigation, including a failed 
settlement agreement, Wedll felt it was 
time for the issue to be resolved. 

"I think it's appropriate," Wedll said 
after the court announced its decision. 

"There is no reason to refuse the tribe rights 
they justifiably have." 

Band members are permitted two deer 
harvest tags at a time. While they are eli
gible to receive additional tags upon using 
the originals, the total harvest is regulaf id 
by quotas for each management unit. 

Sam said that tribal members are be
ing cautious as they start hunting public 
lands in the ceded territory. Hunters often 
carry maps of new areas to avoid private 
property, which is off limits to the treaty 
harvest. 

GLIFWC conservation wardens Brett 
Haskin and George Felix traveled through
out the western portion of the 1837 Minne
sota ceded territory on the deer hunting 
opener. They checked tribal harvest per
mits in the field and answered questions for 
both band members and non-Indians. 

Wedll and the GLIFWC wardens 
agreed that there has been little reaction 
from the general public since the off-reser
vation harvest ban was lifted. 

"People are not in an uproar—it's not 
a big event," said Wedll. "We were able to 
learn from the extreme controversy in
volved in the Wisconsin experience and 
avoid some problems that occurred there." 

Through interaction with the non-In
dian community, GLIFWC wardens per
form an important role in public relations. 
They provide accurate information on how 
the treaty harvest is conducted and regu
lated. 

One common point of misinforma
tion among non-Indians is that band mem-

Mille Lacs band member David Sam harvested this forked-horn buck west of Lake 
Mille Lacs. His wifeMary (right)joined him on the historic deer hunt on November 8th. 
(Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 
bers take all the allowable surplus of fish 
and game. Many people don't realize that 
the treaty harvest is closely monitored so 
that everyone can share the resource with
out harmful depletion, Haskin said. 

"Tribal members understand the im
portance of wisely using the resource," 
Wedll said. "They have always had a deep 
respect for the environment." 

Mille Lacs and Fond du Lac leaders, 
along with Ojibwe headmen from Wiscon
sin, signed a treaty with the United States 
160 years ago at St. Peters Agency, in 
present-day Minnesota. In the treaty, 
Ojibwe leaders ceded land to the develop
ing United States, but reserved the right to 
harvest traditional resources. 

"It's really significant that Indian lead
ers put these treaties together in 1837 and 
they have held up over time," Wedll said. 
"There has been a lot of misunderstanding 
about treaty rights. For the tribes, it is 
clearly a way of life." 

At the turn ofthe last century, interest 
in outdoor recreation grew among many 
non-Indians. Urban residents found thai 

undeveloped areas that offered hunting and 
fishing opportunities were highly appealing. 

In the following decades, sport fishing 
became increasingly popular and the tour
ism industry expanded dramatically. Com
petition for fish and game made it difficult 
for the Mille Lacs band to meet their nutri
tional heeds. 

"Up through the 1940s, tribal mem> 
bers kept a substantial amount of these 
resources in their diet," Wedll said. "But in 
the 1950s, the state cornered the use of 
resources making them into a commercial 
commodity. Essentially, there was no sur
plus left for the tribe to provide for a 
traditional diet." 

The recent court ruling clears the way 
for Mille Lacs band members to increase 
their consumption of fish and game. 

"It's important to get these resources 
back into the tribal diet for the health and 
welfare of the people." Wedll said. 

Sam added that band members will do 
some spearing through the ice this winter, 
and hunt other game like cottontail rabbits 
in the Minnesota territory. • 

George Felix (left) and Brett Haskin, GLIFWC wardens stationed at Mille Lacs 
monitored the first off-reservation deer hunt in the Minnesota 1837 treaty ceded 
territory. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 
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Off-reservation gathering 
attracts more tribal members 
By Charlie Otto Rasmussen, 
Writer I Photographer 

O d a n a h , W i s . While fish and wild
life.are ..among the most conspicuous natu
ral resources- utilized by band members, 
hundreds of Ojibwe people are going afieid 
in search of another, less-e lusive inhabit
ant of the north country-—plants. 

Interest in acquiring off-reservation 
' vegetation is on the rise among GLIFWC 

member tribes. The number of band m e m 
bers gathering plants from national forests 
has increased for die third straight year, 
said John Gilbert G L I F W C Wildlife Sec 
tion Leader. 

In conjunction with the U S D A Forest 
Service , G L I F W C personnel are monitor
ing'the off-reservation gathering of plant 
spec ies like balsam fir, princess pine, and 
g inseng. 

Like the harvest of fish and g a m e for 
personal-consumption, a permit is required 
to remove plant species from federal land 
in the ceded territory. Band members may 
ut i I izc two types of l icenses to gather plants: 
a general harvest permit or commercia l 
plant harvest permit. -

According to John Heim, G L I F W C 
Wild Plant Technician, both permits are 
available from G L I F W C off ices or respec
tive reservations, generally at deer regis
tration stations. Heim added that c o m m e r 
cial permits are valid only on federal forest 
lands in the ceded territory. 

Up until several years ago, tribal m e m 
bers were required to obtain the permits 
directly from the Forest Service. Heim 
said the recent initiative to distribute per
mits tribally has made it more convenient 
for gatherers to receive off-reservation au
thorization, contributing to the increase in 
wi ld plant harvests 

G L I F W C technicians distribute plant 
harvest surveys to permit holders and tally 
the responses in order to estimate how 
much is being taken from national forest 
lands. These questionnaires ask for the 
quantity harvested, where tribal members 
were operating, and if plants were gathered 
for commerc ia l purposes. 

Gilbert said that the surveys wil l help 
G L I F W C and Forest Service personnel 
determine how uatherinuaffects forest c o m -
m unities.. 

^The tribes pride themse lves on docu
menting the harvest." said Gilbert. "They 
seem very conscient ious on knowing what 
is bcinu taken." 

Plants are valued by Ojibwe people as 
a source of income, nutrition and for the 
medicinal qualities inherent in many of the 
spec ies . , 

• Princess pine, a low-growing peren
nial herb, is used as packing material for 
shipping bulbs, a holiday decoration, and 
even food, included in salad dishes. 

Although g inseng has the most c o m 
mercial value by weight, it is often difficult 
to find and available in limited quantities. 

Balsam fir trees, however, are ahum 
dant and attract the majority of tribal gath
erers, In the months preceding the holiday 
season, band members cl ip low-hanging 
balsam boughs from younger trees. Local 
manufacturers purchase the boughs for 
around $.3 8 a pound and craft holiday 
wreaths. 

Bad River tribal member Mark Pero 
expanded his s m o ked fish operation this 
year to include holiday balsam wreath sales. 
A l o n g with family members , Pero has gath
ered balsam boughs from both reservation 
and federal lands. 

"Gathering is an important right,"said 
Pero. "We make a l iving from it." 

Many tribal commercial gatherers sell their balsam bough yield directly to wreath 
manufacturers. Others, UkeMarkPero, craft and vend their harvest from on-reservation 
outlets like the one pictured above at Bad River. Small wreaths retail for $16 and large 
wreaths fetch $35. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 

Traditionally plants were gathered and used as dyes for items such as the sash being woven by Mrs. Mustache at Lac Courte Oreilles. 
Gathering plants for use in ceremonies, for food and for medicine has long played an important role in Ojibwe life. (Photo from the 
Minnesota Public Museum Archive) 
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Wisconsin Chippewa bands reject the state's effort 
to negotiate treaty rights/sovereignty for gaming compacts 

Editor's note: The following statement was 
presented by John Wilmer, former chairman of the 
B a d River Band of Chippewa, on behalf o f all six 
Wisconsin Chippewa bands represented at a press 
conference at the Turtle Lake Casino on November 
6,1997. The statement as well as the resolution are a 
firm response to the continued effort of Governor 
Tommy Thompson to negotiate gaming compacts as 
a trade for treaty-reserved rights of the Chippewa and 
tribal powers of environmental regulation. 

St. Croix Reservation, Wis.—The Wisconsin 
Chippewa Tribes, all signatories to the 1837 and 
1842 Treaties which retained off-reservation hunt
ing, fishing and gathering rights, soundly reject the 
State of Wisconsin's attempt to compromise those 
court-affirmed treaty rights as part of Class IHgam-
ing compact negotiations. 

Spoken in native Ojibwa, the answer to the 
state's efforts to negotiate our legal rights and sover
eign authority is plainly "gaawiin," or no! 

All six Chippewa Tribes represented here are a 
signatory or successor to the Treaty of 1837 and the 
Treaty of 1842 in which our forefathers reserved the-
rights to hunt, fish, and gather on ceded lands. All six 
Tribes are also party to Lac Courte Oreilles vs. State 
of Wisconsin, the lengthy lawsuit which ultimately 
reaffirmed those treaty rights. 

After many, many years of prevention and un
just regulation by the State of Wisconsin, our tribal 
members are finally able to exercise those treaty 
rights under an orderly and conservative system of 
tribal control and regulation. 

The struggle to exercise our legal rights has 
been too long, too hard and our legal rights are too 
precious to be eroded by political pressure such as 
the State of Wisconsin is choosing to employ in totally unrelated matters of Class III 
gaming compacts. On May 20,1991 the six bands of Lake Superior Chippewa announced 
that they would not appeal Judge Barbara Crabb's final judgment in the Voigt litigation. 

A statement addressed to the people of Wisconsin at that time read that the tribes "do 
this as a gesture of peace and friendship towards the people of Wisconsin, in a spirit they 
hope may someday be reciprocated on the part of the general citizenry and officials of this 
state." 

But today the reciprocation of that goodwill is a continued effort by the State of 
Wisconsin to reduce and/or eliminate our court-affirmed treaty rights outside of the 
courtroom by bringing our treaty rights onto the negotiating table for renewal of Class III 

Representatives of six Wisconsin Chippewa bands issued a press statement rejecting the State of Wisconsin's continued 
effort to place Chippewa treaty rights and issues of tribal sovereignty on the negotiating table for renewal of Class HI 
gaming compacts. Pictured above at a press conference held at the Turtle Lake Casino, Turtle Lake, Wis. are, from the left: 
David Merrill, Vice President St. Croix Tribal Council; John Wilmer, former Bad River tribal chairman; Joe Dan Rose, 
former Bad River tribal council member; Arlyn Ackley, Mole Lake tribal chairman; George Newago, Red Cliff tribal 
chairman; Miclsham, Lac Courte Oreilles tribal council; and Thomas Maulson, Lac du Flambeau tribal chairman. (Photo 
by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 

Eighth circuit denies rehearing 
of 1837 Treaty appeal 

St. Paul, Minn.—The recently affirmed 1837 Treaty right in Minnesota 
remain intact after the Eighth Circuit District Court of Appeals denied 
petitions for a rehearing of the appeal on November 17th. 

In August a three-judge panel of the Eighth Circuit upheld the federal 
district court decision affirming the treaty rights of the Chippewa in the 1837 
Minnesota ceded territory. Defendants then sought a rehearing before the full 
the Eighth Circuit, which was denied. 

The only remaining recourse for the defendants is to petition for a 
review by the Supreme Court. A petition for review must be filed within 90 
days of the appellate court judgment, and the review is a matter of discretion 
for the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court may accept such a petition or 
deny it. 

Meanwhile, the stay which prevented the implementation of the 1837 
Treaty rights has been lifted and band members have begun exercising their 
treaty rights for the first time in the 1837 Treaty ceded territory. 

(The special Masinaigan supplement covering the 1837 Treaty litiga
tion is still available through GLlFWC's Public Information Office/Call 
(715) 682-6619 or write: GLIFWC, PIO, Box 9, Odanah, WI 5486L 

gaming compacts. The State also insists that as part of gaming compact negotiations, the 
Tribes agree to forego or reduce the exercise of tribal sovereign authority in matters of 
environmental regulation. 

The six Wisconsin Chippewa Tribes view these demands as inappropriate and 
clearly representative of bad faith negotiations. The State has no authority to alter our 
treaty rights. These were agreements between the Tribes and the Federal Government 
which federal courts have held to be the legal, usufructuary rights of the tribes. 

While the Tribes respect the sovereign authority of each individual Tribe to negotiate 
in the best interest of its tribal members on off-reservation treaty issues outside of the 
Class III gaming compact renewal negotiations, the Tribes have unanimously passed a 
resolution rejecting the State's insistence that certain off-reservation resource harvest be 
reduced or eliminated or that the Tribes eliminate or reduce environmental regulations as 
preconditions to Class III compact renewals. 

History shows the Tribes have already lost and given up far too much. History also 
shows that the Tribes have extended their hand in goodwill towards the people of this 
State. Now we must remain strong to preserve what we have. So, today, we strongly and 
as one voice tell the State of Wisconsin, "gaawiin," we do not accept your conditions. 

Open letter to 'Watch Me' 
Mr. "Watch Me," consider the in

crease in your W-2 caseloads if you follow 
through with these ridiculous challenges. 
Think about the Food Stamps, Medical 
Assistance and other social program costs. 
Think about the reality that child abuse and 
neglect increases are common in areas with 
high unemployment. How arrogant of you, 
sitting in a mansion, making, these state
ments. 

If any other business in the State of 
Wisconsin employed as many people as 
the casinos do, chances are they would 
receive recognition as assets to the State of 
Wisconsin. You're not prejudiced, are you, 
Mr. Watch Me"? 

B e t h M e y e r s 
Bayf i e ld 

Dear Governor: 
This letter is in response to an article 

in the November 26,1997, Ashland Daily 
Press on Indian gaming. You are quoted to 
say "I'm ready to say no more compacts" 
and when asked how you could shut down 
tribal casino games your response was 
"watch me." 

How arrogant of you. It must be nice 
to know that your future is secure and 
chances are slim that you will find yourself 
at the end of an unemployment line. What 
about the thousands of casino employ
ees—both tribal members and non-tribal 
members who are employed because of 
Indian gaming? Do you think of the undo 
stress these statements relay? Of course 
you don't. ^ 



Trappers promote ethics and tradition 
By Charlie Otto Rasmussen 
Writer! Photographer 
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R e d Cliff, Wis.—Mike Gustafson cringed w h e n the 
fisher bit down into his foot through his thick rubber waders. 
Not because it hurt that bad—but those were new waders, and 
now there was a hole in them. 

After four years in pursuit of northern Wisconsin fur-
bearers Gustafson and his j- irtner, Curt Basina, have become 
avid trappers. While both a r e Red Cliff members, entitling 
them to trap throughout public lands in the ceded territory, t h e 
c!uo also purchased state permits giving them access to private 
property. * 

The fisher that chomped on Gustafson's foot w a s caught 
o n private l a n d ; since h e d i d not have a state carcass tag, h e 
was obliged to release it. . " ' 

Using a forked stick, Gustafson pinned the animal d o w n 
and freed it from the trap. But before fleeing into the w o o d s , 
the enraged fisher left behind a set of teeth marks. For his 
commendable adherence to game laws, Gustafson was re
warded with a series of rabies shots. 

Still, the incident didn't seem to phase Gustafson in the 
least. 1 le and Basina are more concerned with ensuring the 
future of trapping for the next generation."I'm glad we have 
these rights/* Gustafson said. "That's why I don't abuse 
t h e m . " 

After purchasing essential gear like traps, wading boots , 
and lures, Basina and Gustafson began trapping on the reser
vation and ceded territory in 1993. Since that time they have 
learned how significant trapping is as a cultural pursuit. 

"It's terribly important to keep the trapping tradition 
alive,11 said Basina, "This is what our people did hundreds o f 
years ago and it's fantastic that w e can do it as w e l l " 

W h e n thejur trade began in the seventeenth century, European traders relied on the 
skills and know-how o f native trappers to acquire furs. Trapping w a s vital to the Oj ibwe 
economy for many generations, providing important trade g o o d s like gun-powder and 

w e a p o n s used in overpower ing the Dakota S ioux in the prime hunting lands o f W i s c o n s i n 
and eastern Minnesota. 

Whi le f e w people make a l iv ing from trapping today, Basina said it 's important to 
get younger band members involved to g i v e them a 
greater appreciation for the outdoors and steer them 
away from social evi ls . 

"Trapping is more than harvesting a resource," 
Basina said "It g ives y o u n g people an opportunity to 
learn about our heritage." 

Even though they are employed full-time, Basina 
and Gustafson make time to trap after w o r k and on 
weekends . Each tends to a 4 5 - m i l e trap l ine daityj 
where they target furbearers l ike raccoon and fisher 
with conibear traps. 

Conibears—known as kill traps—are situated 
in a five gal lon plastic b o x be tween a smal l open ing 
at one end and a bait on the c losed end. With the use 
o f special ized scents to attract furbearers, these 
"cubby" sets are des igned to avoid domest i c animals , 
like hunting dogs , that may be in the forest. In 
addition, the restrictive hole that a l l ows acces s to the 
trap makes it difficult for nontarget animals to gain 
entry. 

In a thick, mixed forest c o m p o s e d o f balsam fir 
and hardwoods, Gustafson caught a l ight-colored 
fisher in one such cubby set; he wi l l share the profit 
from the sale of that fur with Basina. Like the cost o f 
maintaining trapping supplies, all dividends are evenly 
split. 

Through their involvement with state and na
tional trapping organizations, Gustafson and Basina 
have learned many trade secrets. 

" W e ' v e met a lot o f great people in the W i s c o n 
sin Trappers Associat ion and e lsewhere," said Basina. 
"They have shared how-to information that ha.s helped 
us be more successful ." 

During mid-winter, the t w o s o m e plan o n us ing 
s o m e of that knowledge to harvest other furbearers 
like beaver, fox and river otter w h e n their fur is 
prime. 

Off-reservation treaty trapping in W i s c o n s i n 
runs through March 3 1 . 

Mike Gustafson attaches an off-reservation harvest tag on an adult fisher. Using a conibear "kill" trap, Gustafson 
caught the animal on public land in Bayfield County, Wisconsin. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 

Stable fisher populations have given tribal members good trapping opportunities in the ceded territory. Above, Red Cliff 
tribal member Mike Gustafson examines some fisher pelts that he and his partner, Curt Basina, plan to sell this winter. 
Basina and Gustafson trade with local buyers and also ship some furs, like fisher, to North American Fur, a Canadian-
based firm. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 
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Special deer harvest provides venison 
for Red Cliff tribal elders 
By Charlie Otto Rasmussen 
Writer/Photographer 

R e d Cliff, W i s . — F o r the ninth con
secut ive season , Red Cliff band members 
w e n t afield on a special hunt des igned to 
provide v e n i s o n for tribal elders. Approx i 
mate ly thirty hunters participated in the 
1 9 9 7 R e d Cliff Elder Hunt, a two-day 
event that produced s e v e n white-tai led deer 
o n October 2 8 and e l even deer on N o v e m 
ber 1 2 . 

" S o m e peop le don't have the means 
to ge t a deer, s o w e take a f e w days of f o f 
w o r k t o h u n t , " s a i d Gerry D e P e r r y , 
G L I F W C deputy administrator and Red 
Cliff band member . "It's a g o o d gesture." 

A s a traditional foodstuff, ven i son 
represents o n e o f the most important s e g 
ments o f the Oj ibwe diet. The e ighteen 
deer harvested wi l l supply around 8 5 0 
pounds o f v e n i s o n for Red Cliff elders this 
winter. 

Like other tribal members , DePerry 
hunted primarily in public lands through
out W i s c o n s i n ' s Bayf ie ld Peninsula. In 
this region—part of the 1 8 4 2 ceded terri
t o r y — R e d Cliff hunters have acces s to 
federal, state, and se lected managed forest 
land. 

A s in past years, the N o v e m b e r hunt 
w a s more productive than the first wh ich 
w a s held in late October. 

A c c o r d i n g to Red Cliff member Mark 
Duffy , g o o d weather condit ions , a light 
s n o w cover , and the rut—or white-tai led 
deer breeding s eason—al l factored into a 
successful m i d - N o v e m b e r hunt. 

During the rut, bucks travel exten
s ive ly and are h ighly- focused o n f inding 
d o e s to breed, making them more acces 
s ible to hunters. A s a result, bucks c o m 
prised a majority o f deer bagged on the 
recent outing. 

"Overall , Red Cliff hunters have seen 
a lot o f bucks this year," said Duffy w h o 
bagged a spike and eight-point buck for the 

elderly. Throughout the 1990s , the Red 
Cliff communi ty has worked together to 
coordinate the harvest, process ing, and dis
tribution o f venison to the elders. 

After deer are tagged and recorded at 
the G L I F W C registration station in Red 
Cliff, Ron Nordine accepts the carcasses 
for process ing. Nordine and his family 
have volunteered to cut and package veni 
son obtained during the elder hunt for the 
last f ive years. 

"The w h o l e family helps out," said 
Nordine w h o oversees process ing at his 
h o m e in Red Cliff. "And w e ' r e trying to get 
more y o u n g people invo lved in helping our 
elders." 

Nordine added that most people pre
fer steaks, roasts, and s t ew meat. W h e n the 
meat is packed and wrapped, G L I F W C 
wardens coordinate distribution o f the veni
son through the Red Cliff Elderly Program. 
Members are allotted a quantity of the meat 
and may opt to have it del ivered through 
the tribal m e a l s - o n - w h e e l s program. The 

remaining portion o f the harvest is ut i l ized 
at the Red Cliff Elderly Center where m e a l s 
are c o o k e d in a communal sett ing. 

Inspired by the s u c c e s s o f the annual 
elder hunt, Nordine and his family have 
started another event in honor o f all e lders , 
including non-Indians. In early October 
the Nordines sponsored the First A n n u a l 
Harvest M o o n Feast held at the Red Cl i f f 
Elderly Center. 

A c c o r d i n g to N o r d i n e , 5 5 p e o p l e 
s h o w e d up for the banquet and an addi
tional 1 5 0 enjoyed dinner at h o m e wi th the 
he lp o f Jack Deragon , driver for the m e a l s -
o n - w h e e l s program. 

The Nordines prepared a variety o f 
traditional Oj ibwe foods including, pota
toes, venison, fish, wi ld rice, and bread." W e 
were in a position to help out," said Nordine . 
"It w a s t ime to d o someth ing more ." 

With s o m e hunting excurs ions to the 
southern reaches o f the ceded territory in 
the spring, Nordine plans on expanding the 
menu next year to include wi ld turkey. 

Mark Duffy is assisted by Larry Deragon, Red Cliff (right) and GLIFWC Warden 
Mark Bresette, while gutting a downed buck during the Elderly Hunt in 1996. (Photo 
by Sue Erickson) 

With the help of his wife and children, Ron Nordine of Red Cliff contributes to the 
success of the annual elder hunt by processing deer free of charge. Above, Nordine 
prepares a strip of fresh venison for packaging. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 



Harvest opportunities ahead 
Upcoming off-reservation, treaty seasons 

For specific information AND dates regarding any off-reservation treaty seasons, 
tribal members should contact their reservation conservation department or the on-
reservation Great Lakes Indian FISH and Wildlife Commission satellite enforcement 
office or registration station. 

. Seasons may vary some from STATE to STATE, or from tribe to tribe. However, some of 
the opportunities for off-reservation hunting, fishing and gathering in January through 
March 1998 are as follows: 

Wisconsin 1837,1842 Treaty ceded territory 
•Trapping • ' : " ' - • •. . .. • ••• 
Small game hunting, season vary by species 
Firewood gathering in national forests - -
Wild plant gathering, except ginseng 
Maple sap gathering 
Winter ice fishing in inland waters: unattended lines/spearing through the ice 
Home use ice fishing in Lake Superior 

Minnesota 1837 Treaty ceded territory 
Small game hunting 
Trapping 
Winter ice fishing in inland waters: spearing/netting/hook and line 

Michigan 1836 Treaty ceded territory 
Small game hunting 
Trapping 
Winter4ee4ishing in inland waters: spearing/hook and line 
Firewood gathering in national forests > 

Treaty commercial fishing in Lake Superior, Michigan and Wisconsin waters 
(Consult with tribal codes for specific quotas, units, and dates) 

ATTENTION TREATY TRAPPERS 
Zone A for fishers in Northwest Wisconsin was closed as of December 1,1997 

because the tribal quota of 100 has been filled. Since the quota for state-licensed 
trappers is also 100, representing^ 50-50 split, no more opportunity will be 
available for this season. 

Attention tribal, 
off-reservation hunters: 
Hunting on private lands could be subject 
to both tribal and state court prosecution 
By Sue Erickson 
Staff Writer 

O d a n a h , Wis.—Tribal members 
huntingoff-reservation may need todoubie 
check boundaries on private lands where 
they are hunting. A Wisconsin Appellate 
Court recently ruled that off-reservation 
hunting on private land "is not an activity 
recognized and protected by the Chippewa 
Treaties.. T and that tribal members hunt
ing on private land can be subject to con
viction by both tribal and state courts. 

The case involved a St. Croix tribal 
member who shot a deer off-reservation on 
non-enrolled private land when the off-
reservation, treaty hunting season was open, 
but the state season was closed. 

The hunter was convicted in tribal 
court and Fined $300.00. However, the 
State also charged the hunter under state 

law. The case was first heard in Burnett 
County Circuit Court and was dismissed. 

The Circuit Court found that even 
! though the offense was prosecutable, pros
ecution in state court following prosecu
tion and conviction in tribal court would 
amount to unconstitutional double jeop
ardy. 

The district attorney appealed the Cir
cuit Court's decision. In August the Appel
late Court overturned the circuit court's 
ruling, agreeing that the offense is pros
ecutable in state court but rejecting the 
ruling that prosecution in state court after a 
conviction in tribal court is unconstitu
tional double jeopardy. 

Therefore, tribal members appre
hended hunting off-reservation on private 
lands could find themselves facing pros
ecution and conviction in both tribal and 
state courts—a potentially expensive situ
ation. 

HonoredMitheWisconsin^DepartmentofNaturalResources for ten years of volunteer 
ZlCCn°r^TTrn HuTrS"fety

 P r ° 8 r a m > K e n GLIFwSZa^nScO 
ZtructoJs WNFTITZ'S a G L I F W C . W a r d € n * L C O ' a r e b<*« hunter safety instructors who initiated the on-reservation hunter safety training at Lac Courte 

a variety of safety training programs, including A TV and snowmobile safetv courses 

XULZTU&ZTEZWD?*IURINGTKESUMMER'^DM^eceTeda plaque this fall during theon-reservation hunter safety class. (Photo by Sue Erickson) 

Off-Reservation tribal deer/bear harvest 
Preliminary figures as of12/5/97 

Tribe 
Bad River 

Antlered 
95 

Antlerless 
163 

Bear 
6 

Lac Courte Oreilles 259 530 0 
Lac du Flambeau 275- 565 
Mole Lake 70 199 

Red Cliff 180 191 5 
St. Croix 173 : . 341 1 

Mille Lacs* 
Wisconsin Totals 

23 — 
1075 

62 
2051 

0 
19 

Minnesota 1837 
treaty deer hunt 25 39 

• 

* Mille Lacs and Lake Lena registration stations ' v 
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1997 Wild rice season a great success! 
By Peter David 
GLIFWC Wildlife Biologist 

O d a n a h , W i s . — A s rapidly shortening days 
and freez ing temperatures pull us into winter, it 
a lmost s e e m s imposs ib le that just a f e w months ago 
w e had the chance to enjoy the warmth o f the late 
afternoon sun, to pole through dense rice, to flush 
rails and waterfowl and to listen to the rhythmic 
t ishes o f the knocker and the steady rain o f rice into 
the canoe . For many of those w h o managed to get out 

.and enjoy this activity, the memor ies o f the 1997 
season wi l l be especial ly fond. 

Aeria l and ground surveys o f wi ld rice beds 
conducted by G L I F W C on over 8 0 Wiscons in waters 
conf irmed what many harvesters already knew in 
their bones ; the Great Spirit had been espec ia l ly 
generous wi th this spirit food this year. 

A n overall index to rice abundance, w h i c h is 
c o m p i l e d from the 4 0 waters w h i c h are surveyed 
annually, indicated that 1997 w a s the best year for 
m a n o o m i n in nearly a decade. 

A s usual, s o m e waters were d o w n . Washburn 
county and southern Oneida county beds were gener
al ly b e l o w average , and the stands in the Kakagon 
S l o u g h s on the Bad River reservation appeared to be 
hurt by high water l eve l s in Lake Superior. 

But other waters had except ional crops. T w o 
very important beds for harvesters, Totogat ic Lake in 
Bayf ie ld county and Rice Lake in Forest county , o n 
the reservation o f the S o k a o g o n Chippewa, both 
bounced back from near busts in 1996 to have e x c e l 
lent beds . A n d though harvesting began s o m e w h a t 
later than usual , weather during the harvest w a s very cooperat ive . F e w beds were 
damaged by high w i n d s or rain, and the season s e e m e d to stretch out longer than in most 
years , providing plenty o f harvesting opportunity. 

A l though final harvest est imates wi l l not be available for several months , it is 
suspected that the off- reservation harvest est imate w i l l be the highest s ince surveys were 
started in 1 9 8 7 . 

General ly , harvests have increased wi th increased abundance. Preliminary indica
t ions are that state l i cense sa les may have increased. The g o o d crop and favorable weather 

encouraged harvesters to make multiple trips. A n d there were reports of s o m e individuals 
harvesting more than 40 pounds o f rice an hour during the peak o f the season . 

The exce l lent crop and the harvesting effort a lso he lped make the 1997 wi ld rice 
reseeding effort a record breaker. In a highly cooperat ive effort be tween G L I F W C , its 
member tribes, the Wiscons in and Michigan D N R s , the National Forests, the U .S. Fish 
and Wildl i fe Service and local sportspersons groups, over eight tons o f rice were planted 
in Wiscons in and Michigan waters. The amount planted in Wiscons in in 1997 w a s over 
10% of the total est imated 1996 harvest. 

This program to restore historic rice 
beds and to introduce it to n e w sites such as 
artificial f lowages is adding n e w s u c c e s s e s 
each year. Al though many seed ings are done 
primarily to provide habitat for water fowl or 
for other eco log ica l reasons, harvesters have 
benefited as we l l . 

Nearly 10% of the harvest reported by 
respondents to the 1996 harvest survey re
ported harvesting from sites where rice had 
been introduced or restored. T h i s year, s o m e 
Burnett county harvesters reported that the 
best ricing they have had in years c a m e from 
an introduction site. 

A s the l imited amount resources in the 
northwoods c o m e under increasing pressure, 
it i s rewarding to s ee instances w h e r e w e 
have b e e n able to bring back s o m e o f what 
w e have lost. 

W i l d rice i s a part o f the e c o l o g y , h i s 
tory and the culture o f this area. A l t h o u g h 
many o f the historic rice b e d s o f the area are 
probably lost forever, it is encourag ing to s ee 
the n e w appreciation that is d e v e l o p i n g for 
this unique resource, and the g r o w i n g c o m 
mitment to k e e p m a n o o m i n a v iable and 
signif icant part o f our landscape and our 
l ives . 

Note: G L I F W C w o u l d l ike to thank all 
o f those w h o contributed to the rice s e e d i n g 
efforts this past fall. From our m e m b e r tribes 
to our natural resource agency partners, t o 
the individuals w h o so ld us their hard-earned 
seed , the contributions o f all o f y o u are 
appreciated. M i i g w e t c h ! 

Mark Bisonette, Lac Courte Oreilles, knocks rice into the bottom of his canoe at Totogatic Lake. (Photo by Mark Bresette, 
GLIFWC warden) 

The heads ofricers are barely perceivable in thefield of wild rice found at Totogatic Lake, Bayfield County. (Photo by Mark Bresette, 
GLIFWC warden) 
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Some like it plain 
A modern day ricer 
A rticle & photos by 
Sue Erickson j Staff Writer 

The steady, soft sound of the rice 
thresher go ing round and round breaks the 
qu ie t o f a u t u m n a f t e r n o o n s in Gary 

. Tainter's backyard. Tainter looks out on' 
the vast expanse o f the Chippewa F lowage 
in back of his home, s ips coffee and enjoys 
a cigarette whi le wait ing for a load of rice 
to. be threshed in his homemade thresher. 

1997 is the fifteenth year that Tainted 
aT.ac Courte Oreil les tribal member, has 
harvested and processed his o w n wi ld rice. 
It was also one of his best years. He esti
mated having 400 ibs. of finished rice, 
when all is parched, threshed, w i n n o w e d ; 
hand-cleaned, and bagged. In 1996 he fin
ished 300 lbs. of the delicate grain. 

It takes know-how, time, and lots of 
patience between knocking the rice from 
the stalk to canoe-bottom until it appears 
clean, finished and nicely packaged to cook. 
Tainter learned on his o w n after returning 
as a veteran from Vietnam. He learned by 
watching others and by trial and error. 

The solitude of ricing and process ing 
the rice suits h is l ife-style now, Tainter 
says . The impact of the war and war inju
ries has made it difficult for him to social-
ize. Ric ing, hunting, and fishing absorb 
much o f his time and energy instead. It's 
not surprising that he l ikes his wi ld rice 
plain and natural, just as it is without any 
extra seasonings . 

Tainter spent nearly a full MONTH har
vest ing rice this season , a total OF 26 days 
between the end o f August and October 
1st. He rices a variety OF lakes WITHIN a 
forty mile radius includingTotogatic , Dil ly, 
Little Mud, and Big Mud lakes. It can take 
from three to six hours to fill the boat, 
DEPENDING on the density o f the rice. 

But gathering is only the first step in 
having wi ld rice to put in his soup or sell to 
the neighbors. Once h o m e with freshly 

knocked kernels, Tainter spreads it out on 
a tarp to dry and begins parching to c o m 
plete the drying process . He uses black, 
iron kettles . It's important to parch it 
qu ickly, Tainter says , as parching preserves 
the rice. 

The trick to parching is keep ing a 
steady temperature and watching that the 
kernels don't burn. Tainter be l i eves that 
parching brings out the flavor in rice in a 
w a y sun-dry ing d o e s not a c h i e v e . He 
parches about six pounds o f rice at a t ime. 

The next step is threshing the parched 
rice to remove the husks. In the old days , 
s o m e o n e "danced" the rice, cracking the 
dried husks with their feet. N o w , a mecha
nized thresher like Tainter's is usually used. 
About 100 lbs. of parched rice y ie lds about 
80 lbs. o f threshed rice, Tainter est imates. 

From the thresher the rice g o e s into 
the w i n n o w i n g pan or basket. Currently, 
Tainter uses sha l low metal pans for w i n 
nowing , his birchbark baskets having dis
appeared. W i n n o w i n g requires gently shak
ing the rice up and d o w n , so the wind can 
catch the loose husks and remove them 
from the kernels . 

Tainter a lso mi l l s his rice to remove 
cracked kernels, wh ich he reserves for 
soups . Finally, he hand-cleans it on his 
kitchen table, picking out any remaining 
bit of husks or debris before packaging the 
rice. 

Wi ld ricing provides quality food in 
h i s pantry for the c o m i n g year. He uses it in 
soups and s t ews , but prefers it just plain, 
enjoy ing the w h o l e s o m e natural flavor o f 
the grain. He also se l l s what he cannot use, 
which general ly pays expenses for g o i n g 
out harvesting and process ing the rice. 

Probably the biggest benefit o f w i ld 
ricing for Tainter is the relief from anxiety 
and stress the exper ience provides . For him 
its a pressure release, a form o f therapy. 
Out on the water ricing, his mind is freed 
from worries and he can take life, l ike he 
prefers rice, just plain. 

Parched rice is put into the thresher, which removes the hulls. 

Milling the rice through a bucket with small holes in the bottom removes broken kernels 
of rice. Gary Tainter uses the broken kernels for soups. 

Gary Tainter, Sr., Lac Courte Oreilles, hand cleans finished wild rice as a last step in 
processing. 
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Inland fisheries updates 
Assessed lakes show sound reproduction for 
1997 juvenile walleye recruitment surveys 

O d a n a h , W i s . — G L I F W C inland fisheries staff c o m 
pleted the year's round of electrofishing assessments this fall, 
ending the intense, nightly tour o f 106 lakes with a s igh o f 
relief on October 31st , according to Glenn Miller, G L I F W C 
inland fisheries biologist . . 

, Al l - in-al l , Miller reports assessments , wh ich began on 
A u g u s t 15 , went quietly and indicated decent recruitment o f 
juven i l e fish in the lakes sampled. Nothing alarming w a s 
noted. . 

Fall sampl ing focuses on young-of- the-year and A g e 1 
w a l l e y e . The assessments are a mechani sm to check that the 
s tock is reproducing adequately. Significant changes in popu
lation numbers alert b io log is t s to potential problems within 
the fishery . 

T h e total number o f lakes assessed this fall included 
fourteen in Minnesota , e ighty-f ive in Wiscons in , and s e v e n in 
Mich igan . S i x e lectroshocking boats were used to comple te 
the scheduled assessments , including four from G L I F W C 
and o n e from the St. Croix tribe and o n e from the Bad River 
tribe. 

St. Croix river 
appears clean 
from zebra mussels 

Odanah. W i s . — A search for zebra musse l in the Upper 
St. Croix river happily c a m e up empty-handed on October 7th. Glenn Miller, G L I F W C 
inland fisheries b io logis t and m e m b e r o f the St. Croix Zebra Musse l Task Force, 
participated in the day l o n g search for ev idence o f the exot ic musse l after the Northern 
States P o w e r C o m p a n y ( N S P ) had lowered the water leve l s ix feet to e x p o s e poss ible 
m u s s e l populat ions. 

Mil ler says the search w a s scheduled because about fifty ve l igers (juvenile zebra 
m u s s e l s ) had b e e n found o n a sampler by the National Park Service upstream from the 
N S P dam last summer. B io log i s t s became concerned that the creature had made its w a y 
to the St. Croix. 

T h e t iny musse l , o n c e present, spreads quickly, ki l l ing o f f native musse l s , infesting 
large areas including beaches , and caus ing damage to drain pipes and engine props. It i s 
o f ten transported o n bot toms o f boats . 

T h e Task Force and volunteers scoured a little over ten mi l e s o f the e x p o s e d river 
shore l ine north o f the N S P d a m o n both s ides . T h e y c h e c k e d surfaces where the musse l s 
are m o s t l ikely to co lon ize , but found nothing. 

Mil ler h o p e s that this is indicative that the Upper St. Croix is free from the unwanted 
m u s s e l . T h e Task Force, an interstate organization formed to address the rapid spread o f 
zebra musse l , w i l l be considering a similar search next year. 

M e a n w h i l e , boaters are asked to continue check ing and scrubbing their boats if they 
transport them from waterway to waterway in order to inhibit any further spread o f the 
zebra musse l . 

Winter creel surveys slated 
for ice fishing season: 
Chippewa Flowage, Grindstone, Lac Courte Oreilles lakes 

Odanah, W i s . — C r e e l surveys des igned to monitor winter spearing pressure and 
any changes in f ishing trends wi l l be performed by G L I F W C this winter on the C h i p p e w a 
F l o w a g e , Grindstone lake, and Lac Courte Orei l les lake, G L I F W C Inland Fisheries 
Bio log i s t Glen Mil ler says . 

Creel surveys o f winter f ishing pressure are required every five years , according to 
Miller. Similar last surveys were performed in the 1 9 9 2 - 1 9 9 3 f ishing season . 

Ken Featherly, G L I F W C fisheries aide, wi l l be in charge o f the creel surveys this 
winter. Surveys wi l l focus on w a l l e y e , muske l lunge and northern pike harvests. 

Sturgeon management 
plan in the works 

Odanah, W i s . — F i s h e r y managers 
hope to fill in gaps in their understanding o f 
the ancient fish spec ie s the lake sturgeon, 
k n o w n as name in Ojibwa. Very l imited 
studies have been performed on name out
side o f the fishery in the Lake W i n n e b a g o 
s y s t e m , a c c o r d i n g to G l e n n M i l l e r , 
G L I F W C inland fisheries bio logis t . 

Miller has been work ing with a W i s 
cons in Department o f Natural Resources 
Committee, along with representatives from 
the Lac du Flambeau tribe, the W i s c o n s i n 
Conservation Congress , the U . S . Fish and 
Wildl i fe Service , private hatcheries, the 
University o f W i s c o n s i n sys t em, and the 
general public in formulating a ten year 

sturgeon management plan that m a y be 
ready for rev iew this month. 

W h i l e little attention has previous ly 
been g i v e n to the status o f name in W i s c o n 
sin and little data is avai lable , Mil ler notes 
there is a harvest o f approximate ly 1 0 0 
sturgeon by stae l i censed anglers every 
year. Sturgeon a long wi th w a l l e y e are a lso 
impacted by hydropower d a m s w h i c h can 
b lock migrations to spawning grounds . 

Lake sturgeon is the variety found in 
Lake Superior as w e l l as in lakes through
out the state. Shove lnose sturgeon, a smaller 
variety g r o w i n g to .26"-28" long , i s found 
in the Miss i ss ippi river, and the l o w e r 
W i s c o n s i n , B lack and C h i p p e w a rivers. — 

Sixteen electroshocking boats participated in the joint assessment of the Flambeau Flowage. (Photo by Amoose) 
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Underwater logging may 
occur in inland lakes 
By Ann McCammon-Soltis 
GLIFWC Policy Analyst 

Rib Lake, Wis .—GLIFWC and its 
member, tribes are very concerned about 
the possibi l i ty of submerged logg ing on 
ceded territory lakes, according to James 

.Schlender, G L I F W C ' s Executive A d m i n 
istrator. 

"We have learned about-the signifi
cant problems that log-removal in Lake 

. Superior can cause. "Those problems may 
be significantly greater in the much smaller 

'inland lakes," he said. 
Applicat ions for submerged logg ing 

permits have been submitted for five lakes 
in the Wiscons in ceded territory. They are, 
Siar lake and Big Arbor Vitae lake in Vi las 
County, Rib lake in" Taylor County,, and 

.{Catherine lake and B o o m lake in Oneida 
County. • 

However , under a new state law, only 
three inland lakes, Star, B o o m , and Rib, are 
s ingled out as permissible sites for under
water logg ing operations. 

The Lac du Flambeau tribe has taken 
fish from Star lake and B i g Arbor Vitae 
lake under off-reservation treaty harvest 
rights reaffirmed in federal court. The Bad 
River tribe has declared fish in Rib lake in 
recent years. • 

The communi ty near Rib lake is the 
first to pursue state and federal permits for 
underwater l o g g i n g . In late O c t o b e r , 
G L I F W C objected to W D N R Secretary 
George Meyer and Stephanie Thorn, Ex
ecutive Secretary of the Wiscons in Board 
of Commiss ioners o f Public Lands, w h e n 
tribes realized that several l ogs were sched
uled to be lifted from the lake. 

The tribes cited issues related to treaty 
. rights and possible impacts on the Rib lake 
fishery. In light o f tribal interest in the 
f ishery, 'GLIFWG requested that tribes be 
notified in advance of any such operations 
in the future and be provided an opportu
nity for input. • 

G L I F W C received an opportunity to 
provide that input and learn more about the 
proposal' at a meet ing on December 3 , 
1997. The applicant for the underwater 
l ogg ing permits in Rib lake is the Rib lake 
Deve lopment Foundation, a local, c o m 
munity-based, not-for-profit organization 
that is working c lose ly with local units of 

government as well as the Rib Lake Fish 
and Game Club. 

The Foundation wants to find out if 
removing the logs can improve the fishing 
and the aesthetic quality of the lake and 
does not want to undertake activities that 
will harm the fishery or worsen water qual
ity, according to Arlyn Albrecht, a UW 
Extension agent assisting in the project. 

Albrecht indicated that the stated pri
ority for any proceeds from log raising is 
the improvement of Rib Lake, which was 
damaged by contamination from a sawmill 
that operated from 1882 until 1,948 and 
from a tannery that operated on a Rib lake 
tributary." . ' 

• GLIFWC and its member tribes have 
not yet taken a position on the Rib lake 
underwater logging proposal. GLIFWC's 
Voigt Intertribal Task Force has directed 
that staff monitor developments and keep 
the Task Force informed. 

"Of pr imary concern is the 
resuspension of sediments and effects on 
the fishery," according to James Zorn, 
GLIFWC policy analyst. The sediments 
deposited on the lakebed by the sawmill 
and tannery' may contain high levels of 
heavy metals and other pollutants, accord
ing to preliminary data gathered by the Rib 
Lake Development Foundation. "A key con
cern is what will happen when any pollut
ants contained in the sediment are disturbed 
during the log removal process," Zorn said. 

Red Cliff and Bad River tribal repre
sentatives also attended the Rib Lake meet
ing. Both tribes are involved in the under
water logging permit process on Lake 
Superior. 

Shannon Swanstrom, Red Cliff tribal 
attorney noted a major difference between 
the Rib Lake proposal and submerged log
ging efforts in Lake Superior. "Rather than 
a pure profit motive that seems to be com
mon to companies pursuing logging per
mits in Lake Superior," Swanstrom said, 
"the Rib lake community's motive seems 
to be concern for the environmental well-
being and the future of the lake." 

Submerged logging will not take place 
in Rib lake until state and federal permits 
are obtained, according to Zorn. "It is not at 
all clear that logs can be safely removed or 
if the project is economically viable," he 
said. "The tribes will weigh in when all the 
information is available." 

Underwater logging to 
operate under new rules 
By Sue Erickson 
StaffWriter 

Odanah, Wis,—Several GLIFWC 
member tribes have expressed concern re
garding the impact of underwater logging 
operations on the fisheries in Lake Supe
rior. However, to date tribes have received 
little satisfaction regarding their concerns. 

New regulations governing underwa
ter logging operations.in Wisconsin were, 
passed in conjunction with the Budget Bill 
this fall, none of which address the envi
ronmental concerns expressed by tribes 
and others who have participated in local 
hearings. 

The new legislation requires appli
cants for underwater logging permits to 
submit a business plan to the Board of 
Commissioners of Public Lands for ap
proval by the Wisconsin Department of 
Commerce. They must also post a $10,000 

Menominee objects to WDNR board aproval of new mining rule 
Keshena, Wis.—On December 3 the 

W i s c o n s i n Department o f Natural R e 
sources ( W D N R ) adopted a new rule relat
ing to mining which maintains a 1200' 
compl iance ..boundary aiound • mines and 
mine waste dumps, and a 150' mandatory 
intervention boundary. :; .-V' ; 

The-mandatory intervention abound--
ary does not require remediation (cleanup). 
The major chemical of concera has been 
identified as sulfate. 

Sulfate is extremely .difficult to re
m o v e from groundwater as well as mine 
wastewater;-and when sulfate reaches 150' 
from the mine site or waste dump it's 

already to late. The department should 
have implemented a Mandatory 
Remediation Boundary and should not 
contain natural attenuation as an option. 

The mandatory intervention bound
ary is no more than a defined monitoring 
location, and would allow mining compa
nies to continue to pollute. 

When the prevention action limit or 
enforcement standard is exceeded the re
sponses should mandate remediation 
(cleanup). 

Testifying before the WDNR board, 
Menominee Nation Tribal Chairman 
Apesanahkwat requested the provision 

Regulation Section 15. NR 182.08 (2) (e) 9 
be eliminated. 

"The exemption regulation should be 
removed from the regulations because 
within a assessment, if it is not technically 
feasible, the DNR can grant an exception 
for Exxon. 

This exemption is written so mining 
companies ill not be forced to actively 
remediate the groundwater." 

For more information contact Ken 
Fish, Menominee Nation Treaty Rights & 
Mining Impacts Office, P.O. Box 910, 
Keshena, WI 54135 or phone (715) 799-
5620. 

performance bond. The price of permits 
was escalated from $50.00 to $500.00, but 
the permit was extended to include five 
years rather than one year of operation. The 
size of permitted sites also increased from 
40 acres to 160 acres. 

Several inland lakes were also named 
within the new law as permissible sites for 
salvaging underwater logs. These include 
Star lake in Vilas County, Boom lake in 
Oneida County, Rib lake in Taylor County 
and the Fox river. (See related story, Un
derwater logging porposed in inland lakes) 

In Lake Superior, over one thousand 
applications were submitted this year to 
the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of 
Public Lands. About 30 permits for "prior
ity sites" were issued this summer, with 
operations centering around Roy's Point, 
between Red Cliff and Washburn, WI. 
Permits were required from the state and 
the Army Corps of Engineers, according to 
Ann Soltis, GLIFWC policy analyst. 

Permits may also be required from the 
National Park Service if underwater log
ging operations are proposed within one-
quarter mile of the Apostle Islands Na
tional Lakeshore. 

While the logging goes on, requests 
for an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) to address the impacts of logging in 
Lake Superior meet with little success. 

An EIS has been requested by the 
GLIFWC's Lakes Committee, the Bad 
River and the Red Cliff bands of Chippwa, 
the National Park Service, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, the U. S. Geological Sur
vey, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice, Soltis says. However, the Army Corps 
of Engineers does not feel that an EIS is 
necessary. 

TheBadRiverNaturalResourcesDepartmentwasrecentlyhonored for their outstanding 
work on the local government level by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Several natural resources staff members are pictured with the Walter 
B. Jones Memorial and NOAA Excellence Awards for Coastal and Ocean Resource 
management: from left to right are Doug Tutor, Mark Miller, Tom Doolittle, and Kim 
Ford. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen) 
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Issues of h u m a n health and in jury 
b rough t to IJC board 

Niagara Falls, O n t . — P r e c e d i n g the 
ninth biennial meet ing o f the International 
Joint C o m m i s s i o n (IJC) in Niagara Falls, 
Ontario this fall, a roundtable discuss ion 
w a s he ld to d e v e l o p recommendat ions for 
presentation to the IJC Board during the 
publ ic forum. 

Roundtable participants represented 
a broad cross-sect ion of interests includ
ing: agriculture, communicat ion , educa
tion, environmental non-government , g o v 
ernment, industry, labor, Native Americans, 
research, social and e c o n o m i c . A m o n g the 
participants w a s A n n M c C a m m o n - S o l t i s , 
G L I F W C pol icy analyst, representing the 
interests o f G L l F W C ' s e l even member 
tribes on Lake Superior issues . 

S o l t i s s a y s that t h e m e s r u n n i n g 
throughout the roundtable meet ing as we l l 
as the public forum component o f the IJC 
m e e t i n g were 1) need for increased ac
countabil i ty; 2 ) need for more action and 
less talk. A s in previous years, tribal repre
sentat ives at the IJC meet ing repeated the 
need for tribal representation o n the IJC 
Board, r ecommending a Nat ive Amer ican 
representative from Canada and one from 
the U . S . 

T h e speci f ic issue before the round-
table w a s the continued ev idence that cer
tain persistent toxins , such as D D T and 
P C B s cont inue to adversely affect human 
health in the Great Lakes Bas in . 

Health related problems include: a 
d i s r u p t i o n o f r e p r o d u c t i v e f u n c t i o n s ; 
neurobehavioral deve lopmenta l def ic i ts 

occurring in newborns and school -age chil
dren due to utero exposure to P C B s and 
other persistent toxic substances (PTSs) ; 
P C B s may be associated with liver disease 
and diabetes; and P C B exposure may in
crease cancer risks. 

The roundtable w a s presented with 
the task o f identifying w a y s to address this 
issue and advise the IJC on priority actions. 
The priorities for action identified through 
the roundtable discuss ion were as fo l lows: 

Evaluate existing programs. The 
IJC should evaluate current programs, such 
as the exis t ing R A P s and La M P s to deter
mine both strengths and w e a k n e s s e s and 
measure progress toward goals in light o f 
exis t ing social , e c o n o m i c and environmen
tal factors. 

Establish a "Just Transition" 
process. The IJC should facilitate a pro
c e s s o f bringing stakeholders together to 
address the social and e c o n o m i c implica
tions, o f bans and phase-outs o f specif ic 
P T S s and beg in transition planning, poss i 
bly us ing mercury as a pilot study for 
transition planning. 

Develop creative partnerships 
for clean-up. The IJC should help facil i
tate the deve lopment o f partnerships and 
creative f inancing arrangements and fol
l o w through by communicat ing succes s 
stories to other areas o f concern. 

Establish a framework for 
greater government accountability 
A framework w o u l d include a tracking 
sys tem for loadings , specif ic indicators o f 

EAGLE project studies impact of 
environment on aboriginal people 
in Canada's Great Lakes Basin 

N i a g a r a F a l l s , O n t . — F o l l o w i n g 
s e v e n years o f research, the E A G L E project 
provided a comprehens ive report on its 
research into the impact o f the Great Lakes 
environment on its indigenous people . The 
report w a s made available at the ninth 
biennial meet ing o f the International Joint 
C o m m i s s i o n in Niagara Falls this fall. 

E A G L E s t a n d s for " E f f e c t s o n 
Abor ig ina l s from the Great Lakes Envi
ronment" and is a partnership o f the First 
Nat ion commit t ee s in Canada, the A s s e m 
bly o f First Nat ions and Health Canada. 

E A G L E had its roots in the imple
mentat ion o f the Canadian Federal Green 
Plan w h i c h stated that the "Government 
w i l l undertake a comprehens ive study in 
cooperat ion wi th native people . It wi l l as 
s e s s the health risks that contaminants pose 
for Nat ive people in l iv ing in the Great 
Lakes Bas in , and wi l l d e v e l o p mechani sms 
to protect their health." 

A t present 4 5 o f 6 3 native c o m m u n i 
t ies are participating in the E A G L E project 
w h i c h has a l so col laborated with over SO 
Canadian and U . S . agenc i e s or organiza
t ions i n v o l v e d in environmental /health i s 
sues . 

The project first set about to answer 
three basic quest ions: 1) Which contami
nants are First Nat ions people exposed to?; 
2 ) What are the leve l s o f contaminants in 
First Nat ions ' people?; and 3 ) Are there 
any health effects in First Nation people 
associated with exposure to contaminants? 

Within the first s even years, E A G L E 
deve loped s ix major research programs to 
answer the above three quest ions. Those 
included: 1) the Eating Patterns Survey; 2 ) 
The Freshwater Fish and Wi ld G a m e pro
gram; 3 ) The Contaminants in Human Tis 
sue Program; 4 ) the Health Survey; 5 ) The 
Socio-cultural Program; 6 ) T h e Geographic 
Information Sys tem. Conclus ions fromthe 
studies are presented in the seven year 
report. Several conc lus ions drawn from 
the studies and published by E A G L E are: 

• i n d u s t r i a l and urban deve lopment 
and resulting environmental contamina
tion has impacted the quality o f life for 
First Nation people and communit ies . 

• C o n s u m p t i o n o f traditional foods 
such as fish and w i l d g a m e has decreased 
as has traditional resource based activities 
due to decreased access to traditional home
lands and the threat o f contaminants. 

human health and environmental quality 
and requirements for Parties to report on 
progress based on these indicators. The IJC 
should maintain a role as a lead advocate 
for accountabil ity and provide specif ic rec
ommendat ions for action by governments . 

Public Education and Commu
nication. The IJC should d e v e l o p c o m 
munication campaigns with information 
for the public on the injury issue. 

Put humans back in the ecosys
tem. The IJC should encourage the Parties 
to include human health issues as part o f 
R A P s and LaMPs. 

Economic Analysis of costs and 
benefits. Demonstrate the cos t s o f injury 
and the benefits o f health in e c o n o m i c 
terms. 

Atmosphere deposition. T h e IJC 
should urge the Parties to ensure that m e a 
sures to address other persistent tox ic sub
stances are included in international fora 
and agreements . 

The above recommendations were pre
sented to the IJC Board during the m e e t i n g 
and wil l be considered by the International 
Joint C o m m i s s i o n as it prepares its Ninth 
Biennial Report in 1998. 

• D e c r e a s e d traditional re source -
based activities has had effects on the w e l l -
be ing o f First Nations people because o f 
the social and cultural s ignif icance o f the 
activities and the need to maintain strong 
ties with the land for cultural survival . 

• i n t e r v i e w s suggest that First N a 
tions people c o n s u m e much less fish and 
wi ld g a m e than previously , but are l ikely to 
consume more freshwater fish than non-
tribal people w h o are categorized as high 
consumers . First Nat ions people c o n s u m 
ing a lot o f contaminated fish cou ld be at 
risk. * 

• F o u r pilot communit ies have a larger 
percentage o f younger people than the g e n 
eral Canadian population with half o f the 
female population in the range o f 15 -44 , or 
childbearing age.' This raises a concern 
regarding fetal exposure to environmental 
contaminants, particularly considering the 
trans-generational effects of contaminants . 

• S t u d i e s suggest that average leve ls 
o f contaminants in b lood/serum from First 
Nat ions people are comparable to those 

reported for other North Amer icans , and 
are on the average less than l eve l s assoc i 
ated wi th adverse physical health ef fects . It 
is l ikely that l eve l s used to be m u c h higher 
because historically consumption w a s m u c h 
higher. 

• T r a d i t i o n a l h e a l e r s , t radi t ional 
med ic ines , and Elders continue to e very 
important to he w a y o f life for m a n y First 
Nat ions people because they have retained 
a c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d cultural k n o w l e d g e 
including k n o w l e d g e o f traditional med i 
c ines and heal ing. 

• C o n t a m i n a n t s may be assoc iated 
with a high inc idence o f diabetes in First 
Nat ions people due to the decreased c o n 
sumption o f traditional foods and the re
placement with foods o f l ess nutritional 
value . 

Whi le E A G L E has g o n e a long w a y in 
providing the foundation for s ignif icant 
studies , further work needs to be done to 
provide a more comprehens ive understand
ing o f the impacts of contaminants o n the 
Indigenous population 

WINTER 1997 
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Mining moratorium passes committee 
Final vote in January, 1998 
By Representative Spencer Black 

Supporters o f the Mining Moratorium Bil l (Senate Bi l l 3 ) scored a b ig victory o n 
N o v e m b e r 1 1 w h e n the bill w a s approved by the A s s e m b l y Environment Commit tee o n 
a vote of 6 -4 . The bill to protect the W o l f and W i s c o n s i n Rivers from min ing d a m a g e has 
already passed the state Senate by a 2 9 - 3 vote . The final s tep for the bill is a vote by the 
full State A s s e m b l y which is n o w scheduled for the middle o f January. 

The vote in the A s s e m b l y is l ikely to be c l o s e and s u c c e s s wi l l depend o n strong 
cit izen invo lvement — c i t i z e n s cal l ing their state representatives and te l l ing them to vo te 
for the moratorium. Passage o f the Min ing Moratorium Bil l is up to y o u . 

The Min ing Moratorium Bill wi l l prohibit the open ing o f a n e w mine in a sulfide ore 
body until a similar mine has been operated e l s ewhere for at least 10 years without 
significant environmental damage . It only m a k e s s ense to de lay min ing until it can be 
s h o w n by e x a m p l e that EXXON's W o l f River mine wi l l not pol lute our rivers, lakes or 
drinking water. 

W h e n the bill c o m e s to the A s s e m b l y f loor, w e expec t EXXON to try to substitute 
a "toothless" version o f the bill in the place o f the min ing moratorium. EXXON backers 
tried this tactic in the Environment commit tee , but they failed. W e expect they wi l l try this 
same tactic again w h e n S B 3 c o m e s before the full A s s e m b l y in January. T h e E x x o n 
substitute wi l l take all the teeth out o f the min ing moratorium bill . 

Our message w h e n w e call our A s s e m b l y representative should be clear: 

• Pass SB 3 with no amendments 

• Vote for the real mining moratorium—not the EXXON substitute 

Our current mining laws are not strong e n o u g h to protect our environment because 
they are vague and contain many loopholes . For example , min ing is the only industry in 
the state that does not have to fo l low the strict standards o f the state's Groundwater L a w — 
the law that protects our drinking water. Mines fo l low separate, but weaker, rules. Our 

Crandon Mining pipeline 
gets go-ahead from county 

Rhinelander, Wis.—Crandon Min
ing Co. got a boost from the Oneida County 
Board, which approved the company's pro
posed pipeline through the county and 
cleared the way for the county to negotiate 
a mining agreement. 

But environmentalists opposed to the 
mine say the board violated open meeting 
laws to do it. 

The board voted on November 11 to 
support the proposed 38 mile pipeline that 
would carry treated wastewater from a 
mine site in Forest County to the Hat Rap
ids Dam on the Wisconsin River near 
Rhinelander. ~ 

State law requires the mining com
pany to get local agreements from govern
ments affected by the mine. The company 
already has signed agreements with Forest 
County and some town governments near 
the mine site. 

"It is a show of support," Chairman 
William Korrer said. "If they can meet all 
the state and federal standards, go for it, 
just like a knickknack shopdown the street." 

However, Melanie Kirsch, executive 
director of the Northwoods Alliance, has 
objected to how the board acted, saying it 
reached a decision without "meaningful 
public discussion." The group has com
plained to the district attorney's office. 

District Attorney Patrick O'Melia 
didn't immediately return a telephone mes
sage Wednesday for comment. Supervisor 
Jack Sorensen said they didn't violate the 
open meetings law. 

The board also voted to repeal an 
August 1996 ordinance that barred them 
from negotiat ing a local agreement with 
the mining c o m p a n y until an env ironmen
tal impact statement w a s comple te . 

A n environmental impact statement 
has not been done yet. 

County Clerk B o b Bruso said the ban 
w a s passed in the "best interests o f the 
county at the t ime." 

" N o w , the inactive mining impact 
commit tee o f the county can start act ing 
again," he said. "The commit tee can at 
least open a channel o f communicat ion 
with the min ing company ." 

Crandon Mining, a Wiscons in part
nership formed by t w o international min
ing firms, E x x o n Coal and Minerals o f 
Houston and Rio A l g o m Ltd. o f Toronto, is 
seek ing state and federal permiss ion to 
remove 5 5 mil l ion tons o f most ly z inc and 
copper ore from an underground mine just 
south of Crandon. 

The board swi tched their posi t ion be
cause "we can't stick our head in the sand. 
The fact that the min ing c o m p a n y is here 
and they are here to stay, w e are not a c c o m 
pl ishing anything by not talking to them," 
Korrer said. 

Crandon Mining s p o k e s w o m a n Mary 
Kay Grasmick w a s p leased by the County 
Board' s act ions because it a l l ows "us to 
resume dia logue wi th the county. It's im
portant that the pipel ine d i scuss ions be 
separate from the mine ." 

(Reprinted from the Associated Press) 

mining laws have been further weakened by changes two years ago that made the DNR 
a politically controlled agency and that eliminated our environmental watchdog, the 
public intervenor. 

Conservationists are concerned that the DNR may make mining decisions based on 
political influence. DNR has a great deal of discretion regarding how the mining laws are 
applied and DNR can even decide to waive key environmental laws at the request of the 
mining company. This is especially worrisome now that the DNR is a politically 
controlled agency. The change to a politically controlled DNR was made in 1995 under 
strong pressure from lobbyists representing the mining industry. 

We have seen the new political DNR do things very differently than the former, 
independent DNR. For example, DNR recently reversed itself on key conservation issues 
such as wetlands protection and the raid on the recycling fund. Perhaps the most telling 
example of political influence is the use by the DNR Secretary of his title and agency name 
to sponsor a partisan political fundraiser. That would have been unthinkable under the 
previous, non-political DNR. 

The mining moratorium bill is needed to make sure that scientific evidence, not 
political influence, determines whether EXXON can build a sulfide mine at the headwa
ters of the Wolf River. 

EXXON and other mining companies have unleashed a multi-million dollar lobby
ing and public relations campaign to defeat the moratorium. EXXON said at a recent 
legislative hearing it will spend "whatever it takes to defeat the moratorium." With your 
help, we can overcome EXXON's millions and pass the Mining Moratorium Bill. 

Write or call your state representative and ask them to vote for the mining 
moratorium bill. 

The Mining Moratorium Bill is a common sense approach to prevent mining 
operations from polluting our drinking water and rivers and lakes. After all, our greatest 
wealth in Wisconsin is not copper or zinc—it is our plentiful supply of clean water. 

(Representative Spencer Black is the Assembly author ofthe Mining Moratorium 
Bill) 

Tribes and citizen groups concerned about the impact of mmes in Wisconsin manned 
tables in the environmental tent at the Indian Summer Festival in Milwaukee *™JW 
Indian Summer weekend draws thousands to the festival grounds so provides a goou 
opportunity for public education on mining issues. (Photo by Sue Erickson) -
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Lead poisoning of water birds 
A trumpeter swan found dead in a Bad 

River reservation slough fell victim to an 
ailment that affects waterfowl across the 
Upper Great Lakes—lead poisoning. Since 
there were no visible wounds, the Bad 
River Natural Resources Department had 
the bird x-rayed, revealing 14 pellets of 
lead in the gizzard. The emaciated swan 
was one of four birds released on the reser
vation this year. 

The following article describes the 
impact of lead on waterfowl. Although the 
article is from Canada, the problem crosses 
boundaries and affects waterfowl in both 
ihe U S ; and Canada. . _ 

Lead shot 
u People use shotguns for hunting and 
for skeet or trap shootng. Shotgun shells 
used for hunting ducks and geese contain 
about 280 lead pellets, weighing about 3 5 
grams in all. A hunter usually fires five or 
six shells for every bird that is hit. Only a 
few of the pellets actually hit the bird. The 
rest—more than 1 (KM) pellets—fall to the 
ground or into the water. 

Canadian hunters shoot about 2000 
tons of lead shot each year into the environ
ment (one ton equals 1000 kilograms). 
Lead shot builds up in the bottom sedi
ments of popular hunting marshes and lakes. 
Lake bottoms may contain40,000-180,000 
lead shot pellets for every hectare (one 
hectare equals 10000square meters). That V 
like finding 20 to 80 pellets in an area the 
sfee of a 2 meter x 2 meter sandbox. One 
heavily hunted lake in Manitoba has as 
many as two million pellets in every hect
are of its bottom, the same as 800 pellets in 
a sandbox. 

About260tons oflead shot falls to the 
ground each year around clay-target shoot
ing ranges in Canada. Depending on where 
the ranges are located, some of this shot 
falls into wetland areas where it can be 
swallowed by water birds. 

Lead sinkers and jigs 
Recreational anglers often attach lead 

weights to their fishing line to sink the 
hook and bait or lure in the water. They 
may also use lead jigs, which are weighted 
fish hooks. Fishing sinkers come in all 
shapes and sizes. — 

Sometimes people accidentally drop 
loose fishing sinkers or jigs into the water. 
Sinkers and jigs may also be lost in the 
water if the hook or line gets tangled and 
the line breaks or is cut. Scientists estimate 
that about 500 tons oflead sinkers and jigs 
are lost in Canadian waters every year. 

Birds at risk 
Many species of birds can get lead 

poisoning because of the food they eat or 
the way they find it. In Canada, these birds 
include surface-feeding ducks, loons and 
grebes, sea ducks, cranes, herons, geese, 
swans, birds of prey, and scavengers. 

Waterfowl and other water birds that 
dig in the bottom of lakes and ponds for 
their food are at the greatest risk. For ex
ample, you often see dabbling ducks such 
as Mallards tipped down in the water with 

their tails poking up while they arefeeding. 
They may swallow lead shot pellets when 
they probe the bottom for food, mistaking 
them for food items like seeds, molluscs 
(small snails or cl$ms), and insects. 

They may also mistake them for grit, 
which is small stones that they eat to help 
them grind up food in their gizzards. The 
species that are most commonly poisoned 
by lead shot are Mallards, Black Ducks, 
Northern Pintails, Canada Geese, Snow 
Geese, and Tundra Swans. 

Lead poisoning 
Because lead is poisonous, Canada 

controls how much of this metal is allowed 
in water, air, soil, food, and manufactured 
products like gasoline and paint. When a 
bird ingests lead shot or sinkers, they are 
usually trapped in the gizzard, which is a 
muscular part of the stomach that grinds 
food. As it grinds the food, it also grinds the 
lead pellets or sinkers, breaking them down 
into small pieces. The acid in the gizzard 
dissolves these pieces, and the lead moves 
into the bird's bloodstream. 

The blood carries the lead around the 
body, and it accumulates in the bones and 
the vital organs, like the kidneys, brain, 
and liver. If enough lead builds up, these 
organs can be damaged. If a bird swallows 
more than about six lead pellets, it will 
probably die very quickly—in a few days. 
This is called acute lead poisoning. 

If the bird swallows a smaller number 
of pellets, it may gradually become very 
weak and die of starvation. This happens 
because the digestive system becomes para
lyzed, and food cannot move through the 
system and be digested. This is called 
chronic lead poisoning. 

Signs of poisoning 
A bird that has lead poisoning acts 

very strangely. It may fly poorly and have 
crash-landings or may stagger around the 
ground. As the poisoning gets worse, it 
may not be able to fly or walk at all. It eats 
very little and hides away by itself, staying 
behind when other birds have migrated. 
Because of its weakness, it may have trouble 
fighting off other diseases and escaping 
from predators. A lead-poisoned bird may 
lose a lot of weight, get droopy wings, and 
have green diarrhea. 

Even when there are no clear signs of 
lead poisoning, a bird may still be in trouble. 
It may not be able to find food, mate, build 
a nest, lay eggs, or care for its young 
properly.. -

Time and place 
Lead shot and sinkers generally take 

decades to breakdown in the environment. 
This means that water birds can be poi
soned long after the shot or sinkers first fell 
to the ground or water. 

Lead poisoning of water birds can 
happen at any time of the year, but most 
ducks and geese are poisoned by leaid shot 
during and after the hunting season. Wa
terfowl hunters often hunt along migratory 
paths, where large flocks of ducks and 
geese gather in the fall. 

As a result, lead shot often builds op in 
the very areas that water birds use as rest
ing and feeding stations during migration. 

Lead sinkers are found in areas that 
are fished, like along the shorelines, rocky 
places, and piers of lakes, ponds, and 
streams. These areas often overlap with the 
breeding and feeding grounds of water 
birds. Water birds can swallow lead sink
ers or jigs any time the water is open (not 
frozen). 

Lead in the environment 
Lead shot and sinkers can break down 

in the environment, transferring lead to the 
soil and water. The soil at some clay-target 
shooting ranges contains enough lead to be 
classed as hazardous wasteunder Cana
dian guidelines. 

Lead breaks down most quickly where 
the soil and water are acidic and full of 
oxygen. When it is attached to soil par
ticles, lead can be moved to new places by 
erosion. Lead that is dissolved in water can 
run off into nearby water or move down 
through the soil into the groundwater. It 
can also be taken up from the water or soil 
by plants. 

Seriousness of the problem 
About 50 to 60 million waterfowl 

migrate to and from Canada each year. 
Thousands of these birds die of lead poi
soning. Many others suffer from a milder 
form of the disease. 

The actual number of birds poisoned 
by lead is not known. Poisoned birds often 
hide themselves and die in out-of-the-way 
places where they are never found. They 
are also eaten by predators, like Bald Eagles, 
and scavengers, which leave no trace of 
their prey. 

Depending on the location, poisoning 
from swallowed lead sinkers or jigs ac
counts for up to half of all Common Loons 
found dead in eastern Canada and the USA. 

No one knows for sure how many 
animals die of secondary poisoning (get
ting lead poisoning by eating an animal 
with lead in its body), but the numbers are 
high for some species. For example, in 
recent years about 15% of Bald Eagles 
found dead in British Columbia and the 
Prairies died of lead poisoning. 

Dealing with the problem 
Lead poisoning of waterfowl has been 

studied for many years in Canada. The 
Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) has col
lected samples of waterfowl from across 
the country and measured the amount of 
lead in them. Because CWS researchers 
know where these birds come from they 
can identify areas of the country where 
lead poisoning of waterfowl is a problem. 

In 1991, Canada banned the use of 
lead shot in some "hot spots" across the 
country (places where lead-shot poisoning 
of waterfowl was known to be a problem). 
But this restriction is hard for wildlife 
C jnservation officers to enforce, because 
lead shot can still be used in all other 
hunting areas. Also, researchers now know 
that lead poisoning is more widespread 
than they first thought. 

So, in 1996, Canada banned the use of 
lead shot for hunting in National Wildlife 
Areas. A further ban on the use of lead shot 
for hunting all migratory game birds 
throughout Canada is planned. This ban 
will be carried out under a federal law 
called the Migratory Birds ConventionAct. 

The new ban will help to control the 
problem oflead poisoning of waterfowl by 
cutting down the amount of lead shot enter
ing the environmentby about 40%. Federal 
regulations do not deal with target shoot
ing or hunting of upland game birds and 
mammals, which are all covered by pro
vincial laws. 

Canada is also banning the use of lead 
fishing sinkers and jigs weighing less than 
50 grams in its National Wildlife Areas and 
National Parks starting in 1996 or early 
1997. This ban is carried out under the 
Canada Wildlife Act and the National Parks 
Act. 

(Reprinted from Environment 
Canada.) 

Lead sinkers and jig. (Illustration by 
Michael Cooper) 
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KKK in the heart of Indian Country: 
By Sue Erickson 
StaffWriter 

Iron w o o d , M i c h . — T w o wal l s o f wire 
FENCE with a row of a r m e d enforcement 
officers be tween them separated m e m b e r s 
o f t h e American Knights o f t h e Ku Klux 
Klan ( K K K ) from about 1 5 0 - 2 0 0 specta
tors during a KKK rally this f a l l i n I r o n -
w o o d , Michigan. 

THE communi ty had p r e p a r e d f o r t h e 
K K K t o h o l d A p u b l i c rally, b u t d i d n o t 
w e l c o m e i t . Many members o f t h e c o m m u 
nity ATTENDED alternate activities SUCH a s 
prayer VIGILS or "love gatherings" during 
t h e time of the KKK rally. 

The K K K managed TO firmly implant 
a d e f i n i t i o n o f a "HATE GROUP" b y the t ime ITS 
c l o a k e d m e m b e r s MARCHED OFF THE stage 
after an HOUR a n d THREE q u a r t e r s of s incerely 
f e l t i n v e c t i v e w a s l e v e l e d i n VULGAR TERMS a t 
ALMOST every MINORITY g r o u p i n the U . S . 

• C . EDWARD Foster, G r a n d Dragon FROM 
PENNSYLVANIA w h o s e OPENING remarks 
STRUCK at THE " h o o k - n o s e d JEWS" set the 
t o n e f o r the event early o n . EITHER he or a 
fel low Klan m e m b e r m a n a g e d t o b e r a t e 
Blacks, JEWS, MEXICANS, w o m e n , h o m o 
sexuals , AND INDIANS. 

The terms u s e d w e r e foul. Pointing a t 
o n e w o m a n in t h e c r o w d , F o s t e r said, "All 
you a r e i s a pile o f g r e a s e s a t u r a t e d defeca
t i o n . . .if you d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d that b ig 
word. . . shit." 

On the SUBJECT o f I n d i a n people , 'FOS
ter HAD this to SAY: " H o w many Indians 
have w e got out THERE? I thought w e ' d have 
s o m e I n d i a n s — s p e a r - c h u c k e r s , a n y h o w . . 
Those o l d spear-chuckers are probably up 
there taking a l l t h e f i s h from us. W e l l , 
that's what its all about, you know. H o w 
many fish did you spear today? W h y don't 
they g o spear a nigger, because them niggers 

breed with them Indians and they look the 
same , you k n o w . There ain't much differ
e n c e be tween them, a n y h o w . . . " 

"Didn't w e d o the Indians in? You 're 
damn right w e did g e n o c i d e with ' e m . A n d 
that's what w e gotta d o with niggers and 
them J e w s t o d a y — t h e same type o f g e n o 
c ide that w a s performed upon the Amer i 
can Indians. . . Get *em out o f our country 
- shipped out and g o n e . 

K K K members , including one w o m a n , 
wore their traditional robes minus the hoods. 
The impact o f s e e i n g and hearing the K K K 
in the nor thwood' s back yard, served as a 
grim reminder that racism is a problem yet 
to be fully and adequately addressed in the 
north. 

Acros s the border and south a f ew 
mi le s in Mercer, Wiscons in the K K K main
tains a state off ice with Michael Novak , 
alias Michael M c Q u e e n y , Realm of W i s 
cons in Grand Dragon, as spokesperson. 
The K K K is here. . 

Be tween the vulgarity and hate-mon-
gering at the rally, the K K K also vo i ced a 
political agenda and w a s obv ious ly seek
ing membership . The agenda w a s based on 
"white power," a rallying phrase frequently 
shouted during the Ironwood gathering. 
The white supremacist line w a s both racist 
and sexist . . . . 

Extens ive quoting o f the Bible by 
various Klan speakers w a s an obv ious ap
peal to the radical right movement . Identi
fy ing Klan members as "Christian war
riors," Jeffrey Berry, National Imperial 
Wizard, used the Bible to support its sepa
ratist, racist agenda. Foster told the crowd 
that "if you are against the Klan, y o u are 
against the Christian rel igion." 

The Klan is anti-abortion, ant i -wel
fare, anti -gay, and anti-affirmative action. 
Underneath the hatred, rang complaints o f 
(See Mercer headquarters, page 15) Introduced as Mr. Sheldon, KKK Grand Dragon of Michigan, stands center in the 

photo. His comrades were not introduced by name. (Photo by Al Bonanno) 

Not all KKK leaders on the speakers 'platform were introduced by name. Above, center, 
the leader wears a tee-shirt with the address for the KKK in Mercer, Wis. (Photo by At 
Bonanno) 

A stoic line of enforcement officers between chain-tinkfences separate KKK leadership 
and the crowd during the KKK rally in Ironwood, Michigan. (Photo by Sue Erickson) 
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Mercer headquarters for KKK realm 
(Continued from page 14) 
injustices to the white male, whose status is 
threatened by members of a minority or 
women. For instance, KKK speakers 
claimed that the white Christian men have 
lost their rights and that women just have to 
sign their name, have a f ew kids and re
ceive $30,000/year from the government 
as a welfare hand-out. 

"When Hate Groups Come to 
Town," a handbook produced in 1986 by 

, the Center for Democratic Renewal, pro
vides information for communities who 
are confronted with hate groups such as the 
KKK, including suggestions on how to 
respond to public rallies like the one held in 
Ironwood, Michigan recently. 

Interestingly, the handbook notes an 
upswing in Klan membership since the 
70's as well as in the number of organized 
hate groups other than the KKK. There has 
also been an increase in racially/religiously-
oriented violence or acts of harassment. 

The handbook suggests that KKK or 
neo-Nazi activity may only be symptom
atic of a broader racism within the society 
which is more subtle and easier to ignore: 

"As the Klan is only one manifes
tation of the hate/violence problem, so 
are racial and religious violence only a 
symptom of broader racism. There may 
be only 10,000-12,000Klansmen and a 
handful of Nazis but these figures do not 
fully account for the54,000North Caro
linians who voted for Nazi Harold 
Covington in his bid for state attorney 

^general in 1980; the 45,000 Califor-
^nians who supported Klan leader Tom 

Metzger's campaign for Congress; the 
45,000 who voted for Klan/nazi leader 
George Carlson in his race for A ttorney 
General of Michigan; nor the 17,000 
who supported convicted church-
bomber J.B. Stoner for Georgia lieu
tenant governor. 

Those who support such candida
cies—or who practice their racism in 
segregated corporate board rooms, 
country clubs or church sanctv iries—-
may not be card-carrying members of 
the Ku Klux Klan or nazis, but their 
racism differs primarily by the form it 
takes, not in essence. One type of rac
ism is more socially acceptable or more 
sophisticated than the other, but they 
are vines of the same root., . 

One thing seems clear; a major 
reason for ignoring the Klan is to avoid 
having to face the uglier side of racism 
in ourselves and in Our society. It is 
easier to characterize extremists as 
misfits than to face the larger problem 
of widespread racism." 

The KKK did not disappear from the 
northwoods, even though its rally con
cluded and local enforcement officers es
corted the eerie entourage to the city limits. 
The KKK may not be in our immediate 
thoughts, as in September; it may seem that 
the whole event was a fluke, a one-time 
occurrence and over. 

And we haven't had to look at or listen 
to anybody in weird, white, wizard outfits 
since then. But as C. Edward Foster re
minded the crowd with a shake of his staff, 
the KKK will not go away. 

Many people in the crowd at the KKK rally in Iron wood, Michigan this fall were 
protesting the presence and philosophy of the%KKK. (Photo by AI Bonanno) 

KKK supporters mixed with protesters in a crowd of about 150-200 people. (Photo by 
Al Bonanno) 

An alternative to hate—a gathering in an Ironwood town park during the KKK rally 
stressed peace, love and tolerance as a response to the hatred and bigotry being 
expressed just blocks away. (Photo by Sue Erickson) 
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Deragoratory use of V word 
Editor's note: This is the story of two young Anishinabe women, Dawn StarLitzau 

and Angelene Loslu who lobbied to change derogatory placenames in Minnesota. 
In February 1994, A n g e l e n e and D a w n , students at Cass Lake-Bena High Schoo l 

campaigned to change the names o f Squaw Point and S q u a w Lake, wh ich are located on 
the Leech Lake Reservation in northern Minnesota . 

By writing letters to their congressman, tribal off ic ials and newspapers they 
expla ined the term as be ing a vulgar reference to the female genitalia. The term is 
cons idered of fens ive and derogatory to Native Amer ican W o m e n . This express ion w o u l d 
be the equivalent o f referring to all f emales in Western Soc ie ty by the ' c ' word. 

The next stage taken by D a w n and A n g e l e n e w a s to circulate a petition, at their 
s choo l , for students to sign. F o l l o w i n g a posi t ive response from students, concerned 
c i t izens , legislators and tribal off icials formed the N a m e Change Commit tee ( N C C ) at the 
C a s s Lake-Bena High School . 

Both T o n y Kinkel , Minnesota State Representative and Senator Harold Finn replied 
wi th letters o f support, with Senator Finn sending a c o p y o f the state l aws regarding 
c h a n g i n g place names and offered his help in sponsoring legis lat ion for a statewide ban. 

Resolut ions of support were passed by the Cass Lake-Bena local Indian Counci l , 
Leech Lake Tribal Counci l , Cass Lake-Bena Schoo l Board and the Minnesota Indian 
Affairs Counci l . At the 1 9 9 4 National Indian Education Conference held in St. Paul, the 
m o m e n t u m continued w h e n another petition w a s circulated and s igned by 3 0 0 people . 

Further action taken by the N C C w a s to educate e lementary students about the 
derogatory meaning o f the term Squaw and encouraged students to stop us ing the word 
and included a bulletin board to create awareness o f this demean ing term. 

A n g e l e n e obtained the necessary signatures o f voters from her h o m e area o f Oak 
Point to change the name. T o achieve this she required a m i n i m u m o f 17 s ignatures—the 
response w a s overwhe lming . The next stage w a s to formally request a public hearing with 
the Cass County Commiss ioners . 

A fund-raiser w a s held to provide the e x p e n s e s for such a hearing. The o u t c o m e o f 
this public hearing w a s that the County C o m m i s s i o n e r s v o t e d unanimously to alter the 
name from Squaw Point to Oak Point. 

Hav ing enl isted the support o f Minnesota Senator, Harold Finn, the Commit tee 
began its campaign in earnest to eradicate the w o r d statewide. It w a s wi th the assistance 
of Minnesota D N R that all the of fending p lacenames w e r e identified. Senator F inn's 
support prompted him to sponsor a bill to el iminate the word from all geographic 
locat ions , inappropriately named, by July 31 1996 . 

F o l l o w i n g the test imony made by D a w n , A n g i e and Muriel Litzau ( N C C Advisor ) 
before a Senate and House Commit tee , both voted overwhe lming ly to support the bill . 

H O N O R is continuing to monitor the 
anti-Indian m o v e m e n t and bring informa
tion about it to its "Digest" readers. One 
umbre l la group w h i c h inc ludes m a n y 
smaller anti-Indian groups is the Cit izens 
for Equal Rights Al l iance ( C E R A ) . 

C E R A Board members spoke on a 
panel entitled "Federal Indian Pol icy" in 
Washington , D C in early June. Part o f a 
w e e k o f activit ies cal led the "Fly-In For 
Freedom," a c o n v o c a t i o n o f over 4 0 0 prop
erty rights groups from all over the coun
try, this panel targeted Indian Pol icy as 
anti-individual rights. 

H O N O R learned that all the panelists 
w e r e C E R A board members inc luding 
C E R A President, Jim Mitchell and Howard 
Hanson (Minnesota) , and that the prime 
topic w a s again land rights and tribal juris
d ict ion issues . 

Pol i t ic ians listed on the agenda as 
speakers or panelists include former U .S . 
S e n a t o r M a l c o l m W a l l o p , Rep . D a v i d 
M c i n t o s h ( R - I N ) . Rep. Richard Plomb (R-
C A ) , and B e c k y Norton Dunlop ( V A S e c 
retary o f Natura l R e s o u r c e s ) . B r u c e 
Vincent , President o f Al l iance for Ameri 

can and member of Committees for a great 
Northwest (Libby, MT) and Brian Bishop, 
member of Wise Use (Exeter, RI) were 
event coordinators. 

One panelist espoused the theory that 
the promotion of Indian sovereign status 
advocated by President Richard Nixon al
lowed large corporations access to natural 
resources without stringent regulations! 
Three panelists were tribal members at 
odds with their respective tribal govern
ments. One panelist owned land within 
reservation borders. Their consensus was 
that tribal sovereignty is a myth and very 
dangerous to individuals. 

As part of the weeks activities CERA 
members and the "partner coalition" folks 
visited Congressional offices to push their 
agenda of removal of Indian land and legal 
rights. 

HONOR has obtained handouts from 
this meeting as well as a list of the affiliate 
organizations. The list runs two pages long. 
If you are interested in having a copy and 
learning if some of your own local organi
zations are members please contact 
HONOR at 2 0 2 5 4 6 - 8 3 4 0 . 

The law states that on or before July 31,1996, the commissioner of natural 
resources shall change each name of a geographic feature in the state that contains 
the word "squaw" to another name that does not contain this word. The commis
sioner shall select the new name in cooperation with the county boards of the 
counties in which the feature is located and with their approval. 

This was signed into law on April 18 , 1995 by Governor Carlson. As of October 
1 9 9 6 , 1 6 out of 19 geographic place names in Minnesota have been changed. Currently 
two counties have, stubbornly, failed to comply with the law. 

Throughout their campaign Dawn and Angelene encountered negative attitudes and 
prejudice. Among these, men would tell Dawn that she should be proud to be called a 
"squaw" and that it is an honor for her people. Like many Native women, Dawn was taught 
that the term "squaw" was a put down—not a word meaning Indian women as the 
dictionaries claim. It was not a word to be proud of. 

Due to the dedication of both of these campaigners significant progress has been 
made to overcome blind prejudice but there is still work that remains to be done; such as 
the two counties that are refusing to comply with the law. The NCC has also met with the 
Squaw Lake Village Council and are focusing their efforts and actively encouraging them 
to alter the offensive town name which is located within the boundaries of the Leech Lake 
Reservation and the only town within the State of Minnesota to have this name. 

In recognition of their concerted and admirable efforts, Dawn Litzau and Angelene 
Losh received a "Vision Award—1997," presented by Hennepin County Children and 
Family Services. 

Not the only ones objecting... 
The U.S. Geological Survey's Board on Geographic Names have found 1 0 5 0 lakes, 

creeks, towns and other 'places' with the V word a part of it. This compares to 1 4 3 place 
names named "Nigger" and 2 6 place names named "Jap"— both were outlawed by this 
Board in 1967 . The address for this Board appears at the end of this article. 

With Minnesota setting the precedent, an important and significant consensus of 
opinion is being reached nationwide with residents in Arizona, Montana, and California, 
all objecting to the use of the "Squaw" word. They are looking towards Minnesota's 
experience for ammunition in their own respective campaigns. 

It was four years ago that moves were originally made by Calvin Goode a Phoenix 
City Councilman, who objected to the use of the word on geographical features but at that 
point in time, support was not forthcoming. As Minnesota has now passed a law banning 
the use of the V word for placenames, Calvin Goode now hopes Arizona will follow the 
example set by Minnesota. 

The National Gazetteer, a publication of the U.S. Geological Survey identifies 7 3 
locations in Arizona that would require the name altered. The Associated Press reported 
that State Representative Jack Jackson (Navajo) has introduced bills since 1 9 9 2 to ban the 
use of the "s" word. State Representative Jack Jackson "was called oversensitive and 
criticized for political correctness" the AP reported. 

You might find that name changes are needed and these efforts are in need of support 
in your own backyard. Our backyard is the pristine Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. 
There are two local locations, "s" Point and "s" Bay, along with many roads in need of 
change. We have been supporting the local leaders of this grass roots effort in addition to 
those that may contact us from other places. 

HONOR realizes that there are so many out there doing your part to raise awareness. 
(See V word, page 27) 

Articles reprinted from HONOR Digest 

Issues related to the use of the V word were part of a discussion at a convention of the 
National Organization for Women in Minneapolis this fall. A presentation and 
discussion period were part of the agenda for the conference. (Photo by Kathryn 
Balber) 

C E R A and the 
alliance for America 
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Do you think gambling issues and treaty rights should be related? 

Mark Pero 
Bad River tribal member 

Treaty rights and gambl ing have noth
ing to d o wi th each other. T h e y are separate 
i s sues and shouldn't e v e n be related. Our 
treaty rights are more important than g a m 
bl ing. Treaty rights can't b e g i v e n a w a y — 
they b e l o n g to all generations. 

Philip Gordon 
Red Cliff tribal member 
Red Cliff Vice-Chairman 

W e look at it from the standpoint that 
the federal government g a v e us our rights 
and the state has nothing to d o wi th it. 
Whether w e have g a m i n g or not, our treaty 
rights wi l l never b e for sale . W e ' v e n e g o 
tiated in g o o d faith but w h e n you read a 
newspaper it s n v s the opposi te . 

Leo LaFernier 
Red Cliff tribal member 
Gaming Compliance Officer 

Treaty rights are an i ssue that should 
not be invo lved in g a m i n g renewal . W e ' v e 
never c lo sed the door o n d i scuss ing any 
issue, but treaty rights and g a m i n g should 
not be related. 

Jeff St. Germaine, Lac du Flambeau 
Tribal Member & American Indian 
Studies Major, UW-Eau Claire 

I don't be l i eve its right that the state o f 
W i s c o n s i n is us ing treaty rights in c o m p a c t 
nego t ia t i ons . W e ' v e l i ved through the 
racism at the boat landings. I think Governor 
T h o m p s o n is not negotiat ing in g o o d faith. 
H e ' s us ing treaty rights to get what h e 
needs . W e need to stay strong as a C h i p p e w a 
nat ion—al l bands should unite . Treaty 
rights are not for sale . The state wants us 
div ided and Chippewa people have to stay 
together. I 'm totally against s e e i n g treaty 
rights m i x e d with gambl ing . I want m y boy 
to learn h o w to make rice, maple sugar, and 
spear fish at a lake near to him. They are 
asking for too m u c h — I don't want my 
tribe negotiating away my treaty rights 
because o f gambl ing . ' 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

A s a professional forester I read James Meeker ' s c o l u m n s in the summer and fall 
i s sues o f Masinaigan with a great deal of interest. I disagree with many of his statements 
and c la ims about forests, forestry and forest e c o l o g y . 

I had planned a long letter detail ing the specif ic points I dispute, c it ing ev idence from 
research and from m y o w n observations through 9 years of field forestry work; for 
e x a m p l e , w h y single-tree fall gap formation as the dominant regenerative process in the 
pre-sett lement forest makes no sense eco log ica l ly . 

But instead, I be l ieve it w o u l d be more enl ightening to just compare James M ' s o w n 
v i s ion o f what our forests are, should be, and might be in the future, with what is actually 
happening on our public forest lands. 

T h e main point I get from reading the 2 c o l u m n s is that Dr. Meeker be l i eves the only 
w a y biodiversity wi l l b e preserved is to set aside more large tracts o f forest land. The many 
mi l l ions o f acres already exempted from forest management such as our parks, reserves 
and wi lderness areas just aren't sufficient. 

T h e s u m m e r c o l u m n points out a crisis situation in the Porcupine Mts . State Park, 
where an o ld growth hardwood preserve is fail ing to regenerate in canopy gaps . It is an 
"island o f the l iv ing dead," Dr. Meeker tells us. I w a s astonished to read this. I have never 
heard nor s e e n anything like this on managed forests. 

O n the Sawyer County Forest (SCF) , where I work, canopy gaps , whether created 
by natural processes or harvesting, are al ive with y o u n g trees, shrubs and forbs. There is 
no problem with hardwood regeneration. The Sawyer County forest i s a l ive and we l l . 
Currently, our publ ic forests are growing 3 0 % to 4 0 % more w o o d each year than is 
harvested. Th i s is no accident. This is the result o f the best k n o w l e d g e w e have about our 
forests b e i n g applied to the management o f our forests. 

J im M e e k e r ' s v i s ion o f the set-aside forest o f the future w a s described in the fall 
c o l u m n through the e y e s and thoughts o f Sy lv ia , a ficticious visitor. She is extremely 
fortunate to b e able to g o there at all, as only a f e w lucky peop le from the general public 
are a l l o w e d to set foot o n the forest each year. She had to w a d e through a mi le o f red tape 
to ge t the permits necessary t o spend a f ew hours o n the forest, and pick a f e w w i l d onions . 
Dr. M e e k e r m a k e s it clear that the set aside forest o f the future wi l l require huge inputs 
o f m o n e y , energy and intensive management to maintain it in the state the preservationists 
desire. 

Contrast this to the current situation on our public managed forest. I'll use the S C F 
for an example , as it is fairly typical and I am most familiar with it. The S C F provides a 
sustained harvest o f w o o d , a renewable raw material used to make hundreds o f things w e 
all need to survive. In do ing this, it makes a significant contribution to the l iv l ihoods o f 
many people in N W W i s c o n s i n , to the local e c o n o m y and to the Sawyer Co . general and 
resource deve lopment funds. At the same time, the multiple use mandate in the County 
Forest State Statute provides for the protection and enhancement o f the other important 
va lues . 

Watersheds are protected by the presence and g o o d management o f the S C F . 
Wildl i fe populations are managed for the benefit o f humans and animals . The S C F is 
h o m e to an astonishing diversity o f wi ldl i fe , both g a m e and non-game spec ie s . Hunt ing 
and fishing opportunities abound, and are open to all people f o l l o w i n g state regulat ions. 
N o spec ies o f plant or animal that anyone k n o w s o f is be ing threatened by g o o d forestry 
management practices in the Great Lakes States. 

* S ince our public forests have begun to be managed w i s e l y , starting about 1 9 3 0 , 
several spec ies wh ich had been extirpated in WI have made remarkable c o m e b a c k s . 
Fishers are thriving throughout, and several pairs o f bald eag le s nest o n the S C F . The S C F 
is currently home to t w o w o l f packs. 

The S C F is free and o p e n to everyone , everyday, for a w i d e variety o f recreational 
activities. Hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, sk i ing and s n o w m o b i l i n g are but a f ew . 
Everyone is free to pick berries, mushrooms or co l lec t any o f the d o z e n s o f s p e c i e s o f 
edible and medicinal plans ( y e s , including w i l d on ions ) w h i c h g r o w on the S C F in 
profusion. For a nominal fee , anyone is permitted to gather boughs , f i rewood, g i n s e n g 
roots or cut a Christmas tree. 

I be l i eve if, as a soc ie ty , w e make the dec i s ion to cont inue to manage our forests 
w i se ly , us ing the best scientif ic k n o w l e d g e w e have , that all these benef i ts wi l l cont inue 
into the future, and that our forests wi l l cont inue to improve . If, however , w e c h o o s e to 
lock up our public forests in the name of biodivers i ty , the wor ld o f Sy lv ia cou ld poss ib ly 
b e c o m e a reality, and our forests may truly b e c o m e "islands o f the l iv ing dead." A s w e 
all have a stake in the future o f our public forests, the c h o i c e ours. 

Sincerely, 
Peter Sievert, 
Sawyer County Forestry Technician 
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Agencies hold "surf & turf" get together 
Lake trout stocking experiment performed in Lake Huron 
Article and photos by: 
Jennifer Dale, Editor 
Bay Mills News 

Cedarville, Mich.—Great Lakes tribal 
a n d federal agencies pitched in e q u i p m e n t 
a n d personnel f o r a c o o p e r a t i v e lake t r o u t 
stocking effort in Lake Huron Oct. 2 8 - 3 0 . 
The eggs, sandwiched in Astroturf bundles, 
were taken 16 miles offshore t o Spectacle 
Reef where they will h a t c h n e x t A p r i l . 

Biology staff from Chippewa O t t a w a 
Treaty Fishery Management Authority 
(COTFMA), Alpena a n d G r e e n Bay 
U S F W S Resource Offices, G r a n d Traverse 
Band o f Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 
(GTB), Bay Mills Indian Community and 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa I n d i 
ans met at the COTFMA-owned dock a n d 
boat house during the calm morning hours 
to prepare over t w o million 25-day-old 
e g g s . Bundles were loaded on leased com
mercial fishing boats O c t . 3 0 a n d d e p l o y e d 
over the reef. 

Several years ago, Lake Michigan and 
Lake Huron Lake C o m m i t t e e s agreed t o 
stock surplus hatchery eggs on historic 
offshore spawning reefs, either in Astroturf 
"sandwiches" or as newly hatched fry, 
according to Inter-Tribal Fisheries a n d 
Assessment Program (ITFAP) Director 
Tom Gorenflo. The Lake Committees are 
made up of tribal, state, federal and Cana
dian agencies w o r k i n g on the Great Lakes. 

Spearheaded b y ITFAP, the experi
mental stocking tests the theory that lake 
trout are not reproducing w e l l b e c a u s e t h e y 
spawn in the wrong areas, h e s a i d . 

The long-term experiment will tell 
biologists if eggs hatching on the reef will 
"home" on the reef as spawning adults. 
ITFAP, represented on the Lake Commit
tees, recommended Spectacle/Reynolds 
reef site as the best location for the Huron 
experiment. 

USFWS Biologist Rob Elliott, Green 
Bay, Wis., has confidence in the experi
ment. "The Astroturf strategy works in 
Lake Superior and will be used in Lakes 
Michigan and Huron alternating years," he 

Clifford Parish, ITFAP, (right) and Tom Callison, Grand Traverse Band Biological 
Services Department assemble the astroturf crates. Eggs had to be kept wet throughout 
the entire process, so finished crates were tied to the dock and lowered into the bay. 
said. The next Lake Huron s tocking wi l l 
take place in 1 9 9 9 . 

Lake trout s tocked in an early life 
stage imprint to their habitat, the U S F W S 
biologist said. The hatching site b e c o m e s 
the location they choose for spawning w h e n 
they are adults. 

Ell iott ha^ o J c e d the Astroturf-
cradled e g g s twice in Wis . waters o f Lake 
Michigan, in ' 94 and '96 . Mos t o f the 
equipment used in this experiment c o m e s 
from Elliott's Green B a y Office . 

Personnel involved in the cooperative project were, front row (l-r): MarkEbener, ITFAP; Tom Gorenflo, ITFAP; Tom Callison, 
G TB; Erik Olsen, G TB and Brett Fessell, GTB. Second row: Rob Elliot, USFWS; Mike Ripley, ITFAP; HeatherEnter lane, USFWS; 
Tracey Brown, BMIC and Clifford Parish, ITFAP. 

Pendi l ls Creek hatchery provided o n e 
mi l l ion o f its Superior-Marquette d o m e s 
tic strain e g g s , said Project Leader Mark 
Ebener, ITFAP assessment bio logis t . A n 
other mi l l ion from a w i ld strain ca l led 
"Lewis Lake" c a m e from Saratoga N a 
tional Fish Hatchery. A n 8 0 percent hatch 
rate is expected , Ebener said. 

Accord ing to U S F W S Fisheries B i 
o log is t Technic ian Heather Enterlane, lake 
trout in general are difficult to raise in a 
hatchery. Strains l ike L e w i s Lake are e v e n 
more difficult because they retain their 
w i l d characteristics. S o , said the A l p e n a 
Resource Off ice-based technician, the w i ld 
strain ought to do w e l l in their n e w h o m e . 

The crew of 14 spent the day loading 
about 1 0 0 crates fil led wi th s ix Astroturf 
and e g g sandwiches . The process w a s la
bor intensive. E g g s were unpacked from 
Styrofoam cartons and measured by v o l 
u m e (they change s i ze throughout their 
deve lopment) to calculate h o w many w o u l d 
g o be tween each layer o f turf. S c o o p e d 
into shakers made from peanut butter jars, 
the e g g s were handed o f f to workers wai t 
ing with Astroturf soaking in large tubs 
fi l led with water s c o o p e d from the bay. 

Layer after layer o f e g g s were care
fully s p r i n t e d onto s ix layers o f Astroturf. 
Each bundle w a s pushed into a frame tight 
enough to hold and protect the e g g s until 
they hatch. Anchors and buoys w e r e at
tached to keep crates upright and anchored 
to the reef. 

E g g s had to b e kept w e t throughout 
the entire process , s o f inished crates were 
tied to the dock and lowered into the bay. 
A s the day w o r e on , workers go t w e t and 
cold , and crates ringed the dock. 

O n Oct . 3 0 , the interagency c r e w 
loaded the crates on the gill net tugs "Eagle," 
o w n e d by Barbeaux Fisheries , and "Cl ip
per," o w n e d by A l Lothrop, to transport 
the bundles . Al l the crates had to be l inked 
together before deployment over the reef. 

Eggs were unpacked and measured by 
volume to calculate how many would go 
between each layer of turf Eggs were 
then scooped into shakers made from 
recycled peanut butter jars. 
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Commercial fishery for sea lamprey opposed 
by the Great Lakes Fishery Commission 

Desp i te progress made by the Minnesota Sea 
Grant Program to deve lop markets for sea lam
prey, the Great Lakes Fishery C o m m i s s i o n wi l l 
not sel l them. Further, the C o m m i s s i o n d o e s not 
support the establishment o f a commercia l fishery 
for sea lamprey in the Great Lakes. 

Their rationale is that the Convention on 
Great Lakes Fisheries directs the Great Lakes 
Fishery C o m m i s s i o n to "eradicate or min imize 
the populat ions o f sea lamprey." The sale o f sea 
lamprey surplus for the control needs o f t h e C o m 
miss ion , e v e n to fund o n g o i n g control efforts, 
cou ld create or be seen to create a conflict of 
interest situation for the Commiss ion . 

T h e approval for establishing a commercia l 
f ishery for sea lamprey is clearly the responsibil
ity o f the individual states, the province, and s o m e 
tribes. Throughout the Great Lakes Basin , the 
states, the tribes, the province, and the federal 
governments are commit ted to min imiz ing the 
sea lamprey populations in the Great Lakes , c o n 
sistent wi th established fish communi ty objec
t ives . .' 

In contrast, however , a commercia l fishery 
for sea lamprey w o u l d create an industry striving 
to maintain or to establish a continuing harvest-
able surplus o f sea lamprey—perforce g iven that 
start-up investment w o u l d be high, with the need 
to d e v e l o p n e w fishing gear and f ishing tech
n iques , as w e l l as d e v e l o p n e w markets and infra-
structure. 

A l s o , because o f the succes s o f the control 
program, the number of sea lamprey currently in 
the Great Lakes is l ikely insufficient to support a 
v iable commerc ia l fishery. The implementat ion 
of n e w control technolog ies in'the St. Mary's 
River wi l l effect a further significant reduction in 
the sea lamprey populations. A n additional c o n 
straint to a commercia l fishery is that the poten
tial European market is based on l ive sea lamprey 
and it is i l legal to transport l ive exot ic spec ies 
including sea lamprey in many .states. 

But Minnesota Sea Grant has s h o w n that 
frozen sea lamprey could be acceptable for the 
European market. Moreover , the Great Lakes 
Fishery C o m m i s s i o n is increasing sea lamprey 
trapping in an effort to capture the additional 
adult sea lamprey required for the full implemen
tation o f the Sterile Male Release Technique. 
T h i s e f f o r t i s c r i t i c a l to a c h i e v i n g the 
C o m m i s s i o n ' s v i s ion o f increasing the use of 
non-chemica l control. A commerc ia l fishery for 
sea lamprey w o u l d clearly confl ict with this ef
fort. 

A commercia l fishery for sea lamprey in the 
Great Lakes is not sustainable. Further, a c o m 
mercial fishery for sea lamprey w o u l d conflict 
wi th sea lamprey control efforts and runs con
trary to the achievement o f fish communi ty o b 
ject ives . T h e Great Lakes Fishery C o m m i s s i o n , 
therefore, does not support a commercia l fishery 
for sea lamprey in the Great Lakes . 

GLIFWC has been involved in sea lamprey trapping for the past 11 years. 
Above, Branda Long, Northland College intern displays a lamprey 
caught in a cage set on the Bad river. (Photo by Sarah Sattler) 

Articles reprinted from Commercial Fisheries Newsline 

Status of ruffe populations in 
the periphery of their range 

KB hosts training on regulations 
for seafood processors aimed at 
prevention of health risks 

T h e g o o d n e w s this past year has been 
that n o range expans ion o f ruffe has been 
detected. T h e current range in Lake supe
rior is from Thunder B a y , Ontario, Canada 
to Ontonagon River, Michigan. In the w e s t 
shore o f Lake Huron no ruffe have been 
detected outs ide the Thunder Bay River 
area o f Alpena , Michigan . 

T h e bad n e w s i s that ruffe abundance 
has increased in one peripheral co lony and 
c o l o n i e s wi th in the k n o w n range. One n e w 
discovery w a s made in Taconite Harbor, 
Minnesota , w h i c h i s within the k n o w n 
range. Ruffe numbers have increased in 
Ontonagon River, Michigan, and in Saxon 

Harbor, Bad River, Kakagon River, and 
Chequamegon B a y which are all in W i s 
cons in . 

Al though additional bottom trawling 
effort cont inues in an attempt to reduce 
ruffe populat ions in s o m e interior co lon ies 
as w e l l as peripheral co lonies , all co lon ie s 
are l ikely to increase in abundance and 
range expans ion is l ikely to continue espe
cial ly in Lake Huron. 

It is hoped that population reduction 
efforts with bottom trawling wi l l he lp s l o w 
anticipated expans ion until research can 
identify more effect ive environmental ly 
safe control methods . 

K e w e e n a w B a y , M i c h . — A n e w 
regulat ion ca l l ed the S e a f o o d Hazard 
Ana lys i s Critical Control Point ( H A C C P ) 
regulation is a imed a prevention o f health 
hazards in seafood and b e c o m e s effect ive 
mid-December . Seafood processors must 
be prepared to c o m p l y . 

T o assist processors in implement ing 
the n e w regulation, the K e w e e n a w Bay 
Indian Communi ty wi l l be host ing a train
ing sess ion at the Oj ibway Cas ino Resort, 
Baraga, Michigan on January 13-15 for 
fish processors affected by H A C C P . 

The n e w regulation requires that fish 
processors perform several speci f ic func
tions to comply . Essential ly , the H A C C P 
requires processors to: 1.) identify safety 
hazards; 2 . ) identify where safety hazards 

occur; 3 .) monitor hazardous points; and 
4.) record the results. Compl iance w i th 
H A C C P wi l l require daily monitoring o f 
the identified critical points . 

Processors may either hire trained in
dependent contractors to perform the re
quired tasks, or train one o f their o w n 
e m p l o y e e s to d o the job . 

The training at K e w e e n a w B a y wi l l 
provide a standardized, three-day A F D O / 
Sea food Al l iance H A C C P training course , 
training materials, and trained instructors. 
Participants wi l l receive a certificate o f 
course comple t ion . 

A course fee o f $ 9 0 wi l l be charged. 
A n y o n e interested in attending should c o n 
tact R o n Kinnunen at 9 0 6 / 2 2 8 - 4 8 3 0 prior 
to the training. 

Lake herring and deep water 
fat lake trout workshop 

A workshop focus ing on Lake Supe
rior lake herring and d e e p water fat lake 
trout ( s i s cowet ) has been scheduled for 
January 2 0 , 1998 at the Hol iday Inn in 
Marquette, Michigan. Fishermen or pro
cessors w h o handle lake herring and or 
s i scowet from Lake Superior wi l l find this 
workshop of interest as y o u wi l l learn about 
the realities o f marketing these fish. 

Both the Mich, and W i s . Sea Grant 
Programs have been invo lved wi th product 
and market deve lopment studies o f lake 

herring and details o f these studies wi l l be 
presented. 

Presentations wi l l be made on the 
status o f lake herrring and s i x c o w e t popu
lations in Lake Superior, the viabil ity o f 
these fish as a commerc ia l product, and the 
potential and requirements for va lue-added 
processingincludingprocesing requirements. 

For more information: Ron Kinnunen, 
MI Sea Grant (906)228-4830 , Harvey Hoven, 
WI Sea Grant ( 7 1 5 ) 3 9 4 - 8 4 7 2 , or Jeff 
Gunderson, M N Sea Grant ( 2 1 8 ) 7 2 6 - 8 7 4 5. 
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GLITC seeks to make traditional foods/ 
healing more accessible to tribal communities 
By Sue Erickson 
Staff Writer 

L a c d u F l a m b e a u , W i s . — A c c e s s to 
traditional foods and heal ing can particu
larly be a problem for tribal elders, w h o are 
often unable to hunt, fish or gather for 
t h e m s e l v e s and have l imitations on the 
ability to travel. Foods , such as w i ld g a m e , 
are not available in grocery stores nor avail
able for sale . 

In an effort to address problems con
fronted by the tribal public in obtaining 

traditional foods and heal ing, the Great 
L a k e s Inter-Tribal C o u n c i l ( G L I T C ) 
Elder's Program sponsored a conference 
for elders last fall at the Lac du Flambeau 
reservation. Entitled "Traditional Diet and 
Heal ing Through Shared Vis ions ," the con
ference focused both on the benefits o f 
traditional foods and medic ine and on prob
lems with its inaccessibi l i ty to the tribal 
public. 

Whi l e obtaining traditional foods can 
be difficult, problems are only compounded 
w h e n deal ing with traditional medic ines 
and healers. Many native healers are re

mote; may not be wel l known; and c l in ics 
generally offer only a western perspective 
on heal ing. This has made traditional heal
ing unobtainable for many tribal members . 

In an effort to resolve the problem, a 
pilot project at the Lac du Flambeau reser
vation w a s initiated. A s expla ined by L e o n 
Vall iere, GLITC, the project s eeks to br ing 
credible providers o f traditional heal ing 
into the communi ty . The process can be 
t ime-consuming . Foundation b locks for 
such a program include first locat ing cred
ible traditional healers, deve lop ing c o m 
munity trust, and obtaining support from 
the tribal counci l . With th6se in place, a 
system for the provision o f traditional care 
can begin to be deve loped . 

The emphas i s o f the day ' s confer
ence w a s the benefits of a traditional diet 
and healing and the need to restore them to 
tribal communit ies for the overall, improved 
health o f the people . The conference con
c luded with a gift o f a swee t grass plant 
provided by G L I F W C . 

Included in packets for conference 
participants w a s the article reprinted b e l o w 
regarding the merits o f traditional foods 
and a number o f recipes for preparing foods 
in a healthy manner, which Masinaigan is 
also reprinting. 

Risks of today's new foods 
By Annette Cornelius, 
Oneida Tribal Member 

Historical ly w e ate foods that w e r e for 
strength and res i l ience . N o w for mos t 
peop le it is for taste and comfort . For many 
peop le the spirit to spirit connect ions to 
food is mis s ing . This needs to b e reclaimed 
s o that w e can have healthy bod ie s o n c e 
again. 

For e x a m p l e berries are for digest ion, 
w h i c h i s fire, s o if y o u looked at that 
metaphorical ly the Iroquoian culture talks 
a lot about fire, our personal, family or 
c lan, communi ty and nation fires. W h e n 
w e eat berries, this helps to build that fire. 

Another example w o u l d be corn and 
beans , w h e n ate together, they are a c o m 
plete protein. Proteins d o a lot o f th ings , 
o n e o f them be ing to help build musc le 
w h i c h is strength, w h i c h could be looked at 
as a spiritual, mental , physical or e m o 
tional strength. 

M a n y o f the f o o d s eaten today are 
lacking in nutritional va lue and is an added 
stress to our bod ie s on top o f the stress w e 
have in our l ives . White flour products, 

(pasta, bread, cakes , donuts, c o o k i e s , etc.) 
Whi te rice, sugar, dairy and hydrogenated 
o i l s m a k e u p a g o o d portion o f the western 
diet. A l l o f these "foods" (with the e x c e p 
tion o f dairy) have been altered from their 
natural state l eav ing them with little or no 
nutritional va lue . T h e s e foods are a recipe 
for degenerat ive d iseases . 

W h e n they are eaten, the body has a 
hard t ime digest ing them or most turn to 
sugar because of the lack o f nutrients. For 
most people the e n z y m e s needed to digest 
dairy is lacking, so they are unable to digest 
it. What happens is the immune sys tem 
treats it as a foreign invader and tries to rid 
the body o f it. S inus problems, allergic 
s y m p t o m s , gas or bloating usually occurs , 

Hydrogenated o i l s are almost impos 
sible to assimilate and have been linked to 
many health problems** such as obesi ty , 
heart disorders, hardening o f the arteries, 
cancer o f the co lon , breast, and prostate. 

In the process ing o f the oi l it is heated 
to a temperature w h i c h changes the chemi 
cal structure and destroys the essential fatty 
acids in it. There are a lso many different 
chemica l s added to it to prolong shelf life. 
Because o f this process w e no longer rec

ogn ize the food and again d o more damage 
than g o o d . 

Fats are an important nutrient w e need 
to sustain life, but they need to be in their 
original form just as all o f our food does , 
with the spirit still in tack and with life in it. 
Try to switch to co ld pressed oi l , eat more 
fish, leafy green vegetables , s eeds and nuts 
to get what is termed as "good fat" o m e g a 
3 , alpha-linoleic, and o m e g a 6 l inoleic acid. 

For opt imum health w e require, vita
mins , minerals, carbohydrates, fats, pro
teins, and water. If any one o f these is 
miss ing , our health deteriorates and then 
w e ' begin to look for the instant cure also 
known as medicat ions . W h i c h for the most 
part only suppress the s y m p t o m s and dam
age other parts o f the body . 

T h e body has an amaz ing ability to 
heal i tself it fed properly. S o try to beg in to 
make healthier food c h o i c e s your body wil l 
be much happier. 

Thirsty? Try water, or herbal tea, the 
average twe lve ounces can o f soda has nine 
teaspoons o f sugar in it and usually c o n 
tains caffeine, w h i c h is only g o i n g to make 
you thirstier and add to the recipe of ill
nesses . 

Griddle fry bread 
2 cups flour 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon sugar v 

2 tablespoons nonfat dry milk 
1 tablespoon oil 
3 /4 cup p l u s 2 tablespoons warm water 

Mix the dry foods . A d d water and oi l . 
Stir until soft dough forms. Form the d o u g h 
into 8 balls . Flatten each ball to 1/4 inch 
thick and 4 to 5 inches across. Spray griddle 
or skillet with non-st ick c o o k i n g spray or 
wipe l ightly with oi l . Preheat on m e d i u m 
heat ( 3 5 0 degrees if us ing electric gr iddle 
or skil let) . Cook breads on hot griddle until 
l ightly browned. Turn and brow other s ide. 
Makes 8 servings . 

—Taken from Honor (he gift of food, 
Portland Area Diabetes Program and 

the Northwest Indian College Nutrition 
Assistant Program, Belltngham, WA 

Stuffed Acorn Squash 
10 ounces sweet pickle relish 
6 ounces cubed stuffing mix 
1 onion, minced 
2 stalks celery, minced 
1 small green pepper, minced 
1/2 cup chicken broth 
4 acorn squash 

Combine relish, stuffing mix , on ion , 
ce lery, green pepper and chicken broth. 
Cut squash in halves and s c o o p out s eeds . 
Stuff squash with the mixture. Bake for 4 0 
minuts in a moderate oven (350° ) , covered . 
Serve w : :ill pickle fans and carrot curls . 
Serves 8 . 

Pumpkin Spice Cake 
vegetable c o o k i n g spray 
2 e g g s 
2 /3 c u p sugar 
3 /4 cup pumpkin, c o o k e d and mashed 
1 teaspoon vanil la extract 
3 /4 c u p al l-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon ground c innamon 
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
1 tablespoon powdered sugar, sifted 

Coat a 9 inch round cake pan wi th 
c o o k i n g spray; l ine bottom wi th w a x pa
per. Coat w a x paper with c o o k i n g spray; 
set aside. Beat the e g g s with an electric 
mixer at high speed for 2 minutes . A d d 
sugar, 1 tablespoon at a t ime, beat ing 2 
additional minutes until thick and pale. 
A d d pumpkin and vanil la , m i x w e l l . C o m 
bine flour and next 5 ingredients in a b o w l , 
stir we l l . A d d to pumpkin mixture, stir 
we l l . Spoon batter into prepared pan. Bake 
at 375° for 2 0 minutes or until a w o o d e n 
pick inserted in center c o m e s out c lean. 
Coo l 5 minutes in pan on a wire rack, then 
remove from pan and coo l comple te ly on 
wire rack. Sprinkle powdered sugar over 
the top o f cake. Serves 8. 

—Squash and cake recipe 
taken from Native Cookbook 

Center for A merican Indian Research 
& Education, Berkeley^CA 

John Heim, GLIFWC wildlife technician prepares to pass out a sweet grass plant to 
conference attendees at the Elder's conference in Lac du Flambeau last fall. (Photo by 
Sue Erickson) 
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8th Annual Poster Contest 
The Wisdom of the Elders 

Wisconsin Education Association Council 
Human Relations Committee 4th Grade Poster Contest 

Entries must be submitted bv January 22.1998 
. The- purpose of the poster contest is to adress the issue of native American racism 

and to promote the celebration of the Native American culture. The theme chosen for this 
year's contest is The Wiscom of the Elders. This will be an opportunity for your 
students to express their thoughts and feelings artistically. 

POSTER CONTEST R U L E S 
Theme description; The "Wisdom of the Elders" reflects the reverence and 
respect accorded to Elders in the Native American culture. Possible resources 
are: Wisdom Keepers—meeting with Native American Spiritual Elders; The 
Shaman's Circle, poems by Nancy Wood; The Book of Elders, The Life Stories 

• & Wisdom of Great American Indians, Johnson/Budnik. 

The contest is open to all fourth grade students in Wisconsin public schools. 
Each poster must contain working and/or imagery which convey the contest 
.theme. . 

^ Artwork can be presented in any two-dimensional media. Size must W 12" x 18" 
(vertical or horizontal). Lamination of entries is encouraged, but not required. • 

/ To facilitate anonymity in judging, the following information must be clearly 
printed on the back of each entry: 
• student's full name and address • student's school name and address 

' school district ••• teacher's name and address 

S Entries will not be returned. Teachers may want to make copies for their students 
prior to submission. The original art work must be submitted. V 

y Entries must be sent to Local Association Presidents by January 22,1998 for 
judging. 

S The top three posters at the local level must be sent to UniServ Presidents by : ' 
- February 5,1998. • 

«/ After judging at the UniServ level, the top three posters must be sent to the 
WEAC Brookfield office by February 26, 1998. 
(WEAC, Attn: Anne Waukau, 13805 W. Burleigh Road, Brookfield, WI 53005). 

S Three artists will be chosen by the Human Relations Committee to receive a 
$100 savings bond and book. The Human Relations Committee will award 
medals to the artists of the three entries submitted by each UniServ. 

a 

y The WEAC Human Relations Committee encourages Locals and UniServs to 
recognize participants at their individual levels. 

T e a c h e r s : Please send suggestions for future themes for this contest to: 
WEAC, Attn: Anne Waukau, 13805 W. Burleigh Road, Brookfield, WI 
53005. 

"We are not gone—we are still here" 
Always a People reveals perseverance and pride among today's Woodland Indians 

ALWAYS A PEOPLE: Oral Histo
ries of Contemporary Woodland Indi
ans, edited by Rita Kohn and W. Lynwood 
Monte 11, with reproductions of oil portraits 
by EVELYN J. Ritter, was published on Oc
tober 2 4 by INDIANA University Press. . ' 
-. In this beautifully crafied volume, 41 
ciders AND leaders, from 17 tribes represent
ing 11 nations testify to THE vibrant tradi
tions OF Native Americans of the WOOD
land Nations, ...who live across almost a 
third of the United States,-from Oklahoma 
to New York and into Ontario, Canada. 

The stories of the Woodland Indians 
have not been as widely disseminated as 
those of the Plains and Southwest Indians. 
This book corrects much of the misinfor
mation on the Woodland peoples contained 
in mainstream cultural accounts. '. 

The Woodland tribes were the first to 
feel the impact of European expansion and 
arguably the hardest hit. The oral histories 
collected here tell of the power of collec
tive will and an ongoing commitment to a 
shared heritage. 

The nations represented are the 
Chippewa, Delaware, Iroquois, Miami, 
Oneida, Ottawa, Peoria, Potawatomi, Sauk 
and Fox, Shawnee, and Winnebago. 

Although the experiencesof the people 
depicted in this book vary greatly, a com
mon thread emerges from their narratives: 
the interrelationship of land and language 
in sustaining a common identity. 

Michael Pace reports his ambivalence 
at being welcomed "home" to four differ
ent states from which the Delaware people 

had been driven. "The thing I remember 
leaving Muncie . . . to return to Oklahoma 
was that I could not imagine my mother 
having to walk that distance. What would 
have happened to her?. . . And I really 
didn't know what to think about coming 
backto Indiana the next time I was asked to 
return." . 

Pace's mother, he reports, was one of 
many victims of a school system that 
worked to assimilate Indian children into 
white American culture In public schools 
during the first part of this century, Indian 
children were not only taught English as 
their primary language but were forbidden 
and often punished for speaking in their 
native tongue. 

Helen Rameriz (Elder, Absentee 
Shawnee Tribe) recalls having her mouth 
washed out with lye soap: "I was like a little 
young rooster trying to crow; you know 
how they try in that little broken voice." 

Today the Woodland peoples feel 
strongly about the importance of language 
IN maintaining a distinct cultural tradition. 
IN the words of Grace Thorpe (District 

Court Judge for the Sauk and Fox; daugh
ter of the great Olympic athlete, Jim 
Thorpe), "If you can speak your language, 
you are thinking in the language. [If you 
can't] it would change your whole think
ing. Lots of words, lots of phrases, lots of 
ways of doing things, the old way of life 
would soon be diminished." 

Furthermore, according to such lead
ers as Charles Dawes (Principal Chief of 
the Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma), knowl
edge of the language is essential for partici
pation in ceremonies. Without knowing 
the language, the people cannot under
stand and respond in ceremonial prayer. 
Tribal leaders cannot name babies or bury 
their dead. 

R. David Edmunds contributed a help
ful introduction that places the narratives 
in their historical context. Reproductions 
of specially commissioned paintings by 
the gifted artist Evelyn J. Ritter accompany 
most of the oral histories. 

Taken together, the stories and por
traits contained in ALWAYS A PEOPLE 
will help preserve and transmit important 

memories and traditions of America's 
Woodland Indians. 

About the Editors: 7 ' 
Rita Kohn is Adjunct Professor at the 

Indiana University School of Journalism in 
Indianapolis. Among her many publica
tions are four books about the Woodland 
Nations. W. Lynwood Montell is Emeritus 
Professor of Modern Languages and Inter-
cultural Studies at Western Kentucky Uni
versity. R. David Edmunds is Professor of 
History at Indiana University. 

Book Information: 
ALWAYS A PEOPLE: Oral Histo

ries of Contemporary Woodland Indi
ans, collected by Rita Kohn and W. 
Lynwood Montell. Introduction by R. 
David Edmunds; Project Consultant and 
Associate Editor, Michelle Mannering. Oil 
portraits by Evelyn J. Ritter. 320 pages, 6 
1/8 x 91/4 ,36 color photos. Cloth; ISBN: 
0-253-33298-2; Price: $35.00. Published 
by Indiana University Press. Available at 
bookstores or by calling 1-800-842-6796. 
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ANA youth project teaches traditional harvesting skills 

Instructing the Bay Mills youth on the construction of gill nets is PaulBaragwanath pictured above with his 
daughter Amie. Instruction in traditional harvesting skills is part of a youth program funded through the 
Administration for Native American (ANA) which is coordinated by Jim St. Arnold, GLIFWC ANA director. 
The needle is now ready to sew a gill net. (Photo by Jim St. Arnold) 

At the Bay Mills Indian Community, Michigan, Matthew 
Baragwanath winds twine into a shuttle-like needle in preparation 
for net making. (Photo by Paul Baragwanath, GLIFWC warden) 

On, into * f Mfc m ^JESftlfiKS 
Baragwanath) 

At the Fond du Lac reservation in Minnesota, fall brought the youth to the lakes and 
rice beds to learn more about harvesting manoomin (wild rice). Joe Martineau instructed 
participants in the ANA youth program at Fond du Lac. (Photo by Joe Martineau) 
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G L I F W C helps bui ld better wetland habitat 
th rough Circle of Flight p rogram 
By Sue Erickson 
Staff Writer 

O d a n a h , Wis.—Like laying bricks 
o n e ' b y one to complete a building, the 
tribal Circle o f Flight program has been 
contributing annually to the enhancement 
of wet lands and waterfowl habitat s ince' 
1991. • 

Each year speci f ic projects through
out the upper midwes t are des ignated, 
funded and comple ted through the Circle 
of Flight initiative and contribute towards 

the bui lding o f an improved wet lands habi
tat. 

Coordinated through the efforts o f 
Robert Jackson, b io logis t with the Minne
apolis Area Off ice ( M A O ) o f the Bureau o f 
Indian Affairs ( B I A ) , Circle o f Flight is an 
inter-tribal program spanning the states o f 
Mich igan , W i s c o n s i n , Minnesota . 

T w e n t y - o n e reservations, t w o inter
tribal organizat ions inc luding the 1 8 5 4 
Authority and G L I F W C , and the M A O are 
participants in a program responsible for a 
diverse waterfowl and wet lands initiative 
in a reservation and ceded territory land 

Maintaining sufficient, healthy wetlands for use by breeding waterfowl is a first step to 
maintaining waterfowl populations. 

base o f over 62 mi l l ion acres, according to 
Jackson. 

G L I F W C has w o r k e d wi th the Circle 
o f Flight program s ince it began . In 1 9 9 7 
G L l F W C ' s Circle o f Flight activit ies w e r e 
diverse . 

Rang ing from studies o f w i l d rice 
genet ics , to m a s s i v e w i l d rice restoration 
efforts, to the replacement o f w o r n out 
structures in signif icant water fowl m a n 
agement areas, the 1 9 9 7 projects add an
other layer o f "bricks" to the overal l en 
hancement o f wet land habitat. 

In 1 9 9 7 G L I F W C handled a record o f 
over s e v e n tons o f m a n o o m i n (w i ld rice) 
seed , w h i c h provided s e e d for planting 
over 4 0 waters in W i s c o n s i n and Upper 
M i c h i g a n , a c c o r d i n g t o Peter D a v i d , 
G L I F W C water fowl b io log is t . T h e reseed-
ing efforts o f G L I F W C and its m e m b e r 
tribes have b e e n ass isted through the Circle 
o f Flight program. 

M a n o o m i n (w i ld rice) has historically 
b e e n a very significant food for the Oj ibwe 
people , and it is a l so an imprint food source 
fdr waterfowl , s o tribal interest in the en
hancement o f ex i s t ing rice beds and resto
ration o f historical beds is natural. 

Many o f G L l F W C ' s w i ld rice resto
ration efforts were done cooperat ive ly be
tween the Circle o f Flight program and 
other organizations or local groups , such as 
the W i s c o n s i n and Michigan Departments 
o f N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s , t h e N i c o l e t / 
C h e q u a m e g o n and Ottawa National For
est, the Si lver Creek Sportsman Club, and 
the f l a l s e y Lake O w n e r s Assoc ia t ion . 

G L I F W C also cooperated with seed
ing projects conducted by s ix o f its m e m 
ber tribes. 

Red Lake Band receives $50,000 grant 
The Red Lake Band o f Chippewa 

Indians received a $50,000 North Ameri 
can Wetlands Conservation Act grant to 
restore and enhance wet lands and uplands 
at Red Lake Farms, near the Red Lake 
Indian Reservation. 

Joining the Red Lake Band in this 
effort are the Minnesota Waterfowl A s s o 
ciat ion, D u c k s Unl imited, Inc., and the 
U . S . Fish and Wildl i fe Service. The part
nership contributed $117,500 toward the 
project. 

Taking advantage of the A c t ' s re
cent ly established Small Grants Program, 
partners wil l use the funds to restore 204 
acres o f high quality wetlands, restore and 
enhance 160 acres of associated uplands, 
and construct and place 59 songbird and 
waterfowl nesting structures on the Red 
Lake lands. 

T o rece ive Small Grants Program 
funding, certain criteria must be met: Grant
e e s must never have received an Act grant 
before; a partnership must support the work; 
project proposals must meet certain bio
logical criteria established by the Act; the 
project must be comple ted in 2 years; and 
the grant a m o u n t reques t ed must be 
matched on at least a 1:1 ratio. 

Whi le Federal agenc ies may partici
pate in and financially contribute to a 
project, Federal dollars wi l l not count to 
ward the required dollar match. Nat ive 
Amer ican Education and Sel f Improve
ment Act funds, or " 6 3 8 " funds, are not 
considered to be a Federal funding source 
under the Act . 

T h e S m a l l Grants Program has a 
project funding cap o f $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , currently 
with a total o f $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 available. In the 
program's first year, 1996 , eight of the 1 4 8 
proposals rece ived originated from Nat ive 
Amer ican groups: the Red Lake Band o f 
Chippewa, the L o w e r Brule S ioux Tribe, 
the Cheyenne River S ioux Tribe, the C o n 
federated Sal ish and Kootenai Tribes, the 
K e w e e n a w Bay Indian Communi ty , the 
Hualapai Tribe, the Pueblo o f Laguna, and 
the White Mountain A p a c h e Tribe. 

Only 10 proposals received funding 
in 1996 . The Red Lake Band o f Chippewa 
and the Lower Brule S ioux Tribe proposals 
were a m o n g them. In 1997 , no small-grant 
proposals were received from Tribal enti
ties. ; 

The Small Grants Program is expected 
to continue in 1998, with a formal an
nouncement be ing made in the Federal 

Register in early January. The deadl ine for 
proposal submiss ions wi l l l ikely be early-
April . 

Information about the program can b e 
obtained by contact ing the Smal l Grants 
Coordinator, North A m e r i c a n Waterfowl 
and Wetlands Office, Suite 1 1 0 , 4 4 0 1 North 
Fairfax Drive , Arl ington, Virginia 2 2 2 0 3 , 
or by phone at ( 7 0 3 ) 3 5 8 - 1 7 8 4 , or by fax at 
( 7 0 3 ) 3 5 8 - 2 2 8 2 , or by electronic mail at 
r 9 a r w _ n a w w o @ m a i l . f w s . g o v . 

The Ac t a l so supports a Large Grants 
Program with a project cap o f $1 mi l l ion . 
In 1998 , approximately $ 4 0 mi l l ion wi l l be 
a v a i l a b l e for w e t l a n d s c o n s e r v a t i o n 
w o r k . 

The t w o grant programs have similar 
requirements, except that grantees in the 
Large Grants Program m a y have rece ived 
other Ac t grants and its application process 
is more c o m p l e x . Information about the 
Large Grants Program can be obtained by 
contacting the Large Grants Coordinator at 
the s a m e address as above . 

For general information about the 
North Amer ican Wet lands Conservation 
Act , surf through the A c t ' s Wor ld-Wide-
W e b h o m e page at ht tp: / /www.fws .gov / 
~r9nawwo/homepag .html . 

Circle of Flighf w a s also instrumental 
in G L l F W C ' s production o f a n e w bro
chure on manoomin , w h i c h focused o n the 
technical aspects o f w i ld rice restoration 
and harvest. The brochure has b e e n w e l l -
rece ived and wide ly distributed. 

Other Circle o f Flight projects in w h i c h 
G L I F W C has partic ipated inc lude the 
Nico le t National Forest B lueg i l l Creek 
Impoundment . 1 9 9 7 found the engineer
ing and permitting process comple ted and 
the groundwork laid for construction in 
1 9 9 8 . Other partners in this project inc lude 
the U . S . Fish and Wildl i fe Serv ice , U . S . 
Forest Serv ice , D u c k s Unl imited, National 
Forest Foundation and W i s c o n s i n Conser
vation Corps. 

In Forest County, W i s c o n s i n , a dam 
built i n 1 9 3 6 at Little Rice lake n e e d e d 
repair. T h e lake hosts a 1 ,200 acre im
poundment , w h i c h is highly attractive to 
waterfowl due to its large bed o f manoomin . 
It is also used for breeding by sandhill 
cranes, loonš , eag les and ospreys , and sup
ports a great blue heron rookery. 

Circ le o f F l ight fn id ing through 
G L I F W C in conjunction with funds from 
the W D N R and D u c k s Unl imited w e r e 
used to comple te the reconstruction o f the 
dam in this remote site in 1 9 9 7 . 

Similarly, water control structures at 
the Spring Creek waterfowl management 
area in Price County, Wiscons in were iden
tified as a project for Circle o f Flight dol 
lars in combinat ion with funds from the 
W D N R . The area supports a healthy 2 0 0 
acres o f w i ld rice, is a nest ing area for 
osprey and is used by eag les . 1 9 9 7 has s een 
the initiation o f the permitting process for 
the necessary repairs wi th comple t ion in 
sight for 1 9 9 8 . 

Spur lake in Oneida County , W i s . , 
a l so benefited from Circle o f Flight fund
ing wi th the addition o f a s econd culvert at 
its outlet. Spur lake is v i e w e d as an impor
tant wi ld l i fe /wi ld rice lake. However , man
agers thought a s e c o n d culvert w o u l d he lp 
to reduce the f lashiness o f water l e v e l s 
f o l l o w i n g storms, w h i c h can b e detrimen
tal to the delicate w i l d rice plants. 

In Burnett County, W i s . , G L I F W C 
has been work ing through Circle o f Flight 
to convert 1 0 0 acres o f agriculture f ie lds at 
the Amsterdam S l o u g h s Wi ld l i fe area to 
dense nest ing cover . The area i s near an 
impoundment site previously funded and 
in the Crex M e a d o w s Wildl i fe Area t w o 
fai l ing water-control structures w e r e re
placed. 

At the Fond du Lac reservation, a 
project overseen by M i k e Shrage, Fond du 
Lac tribal biologist , has been s eed ing w i l d 
rice, deve lop ing c o m m o n tern habitat man
agement and erecting waterfowl nes t ing 
structures. 

In addition to initiatives at various 
sites, G L I F W C has continued to be in
v o l v e d in w i l d rice genet ic studies . Genet ic 
analysis o f w i ld rice is currently underway 
in cooperat ion wi th the U W - M a d i s o n 
Botany Department. The U W is apply ing a 
n e w D N A measuring technology to the 
rice samples co l lec ted and to ten additional 
s ites wh ich were first sampled in 1 9 9 7 . 

mailto:r9arw_nawwo@mail.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/
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McCuddy to retire after 31 years 
with Great Lakes Agency 
By Sue Erickson, Staff Writer 

A s h l a n d , W i s . — L o o k i n g back on a career that spans over 31 years, Chuck 
M c C u d d y , Great Lakes A g e n c y , Bureau o f Indian Affairs, can see dramatic, posit ive 
c h a n g e s in Indian Country and feel g o o d about having a hand in significant parts o f that 
change . Chuck is due to retire this spring from his posit ion in the A g e n c y ' s Land 
Operations Off ice where he served as Branch Chief for over twenty years. . 

M c C u d d y has worked c lose ly with tribal natural resource programs over the past 
several decades , encouraging the expansion of tribal resource management capabil it ies . 
H e has encouraged the hiring o f needed professional staff, particularly supporting the 
growth o f reservation environmental and water resources capacit ies . 

In Augus t 1 9 7 7 w h e n the Land Operations Off ice for the A g e n c y first began it w a s 
a o n e person branch wi th a budget o f $ 6 8 , 0 0 0 , M c C u d d y recalls. In 1 9 9 7 the Branch 
budget w a s $ 6 . 7 mi l l ion with 9 8 . 3 % of the funds g o i n g to tribes or G L I F W C . 

B e s i d e s see ing active, state-of-the-art natural resource programs d e v e l o p from 
almost nothing on many reservations in the Great Lakes area, McCuddy is particularly 
p leased wi th the growth o f tribal hatcheries, such as at Lac du Flambeau, Red Cliff, and 
B a d River. 

Another highlight o f involvement for McCuddy w a s the formation and growth o f the 
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildl i fe C o m m i s s i o n ( G L I F W C ) . 

M c C u d d y worked with the tribes s ince G L I F W C first formed as the Great Lakes 
Indian Fisheries C o m m i s s i o n in 1 9 8 2 and worked c lose ly with G L I F W C and tribal 
leaders during the traumatic early years as tribes began to participate actively in off-
reservation natural resource management . 

But the pride and joy o f M c C u d d y ' s career has to be the comprehens ive fire rescue 
training program he brought to Great Lakes tribes and non-tribal communit ies . It's a o n e -

NAFWS honors Great Lakes leaders 

At the annual conference of the Great Lakes Region of the Native American Fish 
and Wildlife Society (NAFWS) in Lac du Flambeau this fall, recognition was given for 
leadership in a variety of areas. Among those recognized was Fred Ackley, Mole Lake 
band, pictured above, who received the Tribal Leader of the Year award. Ackley has 
served on the Voigt Inter-Tribal Task Force of GLIFWC and provided a great deal of 
leadership to the entire tribal community on mining and environmental issues. He also 
received a Certificate of Commendation from the State of Wisconsin for his work with 
the Joint Assessment Steering Committee in the production of the "Casting Light Upon 
the Waters," video which aired on many television stations last spring. 

Also recognized as Tribal Biologist of the Year was Joe Dan Rose, formerly 
fisheries specialist with the Bad River band and currently GLIFWC inland fisheries 
section leader with the Biological Services Division. (Photo by Lynn Plucinski) 

of-its-kind program in the 
B I A that McCuddy began 
fourteen years ago. 

He has succeeded in 
bringing topnotch fire res
c u e t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s , 
equipment and instructors 
to reservat ions and sur
r o u n d i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . 
These programs offer di
verse training, inc luding 
c lassroom and hands-on in
struction. 

The most recent fire 
training in Oneida county 
had 172 fire fighters attend 
representing seventeen fire 
departments. The program 
has assisted the six tribal 
fire departments in deve l 
op ing the ski l ls and tech
no logy required to effec
t i v e l y s e r v e their tribal 
communi t i e s . 

Interest in fire rescue 
training may have s t emmed 
from M c C u d d y ' s very first 
j ob , w h i c h w a s a fire c o n 
trol aide in northern Idaho. 
H e worked for 8 5 cents an 
hour at the t ime and got his 
first taste of the mountains , 
as we l l as l iv ing without 
electricity or modern c o n 
veniences . 

Chuck McCuddy, Great Lakes Agency of the Bureauof 
Indian Affairs, received recognition from the NAFWS 
and the State of Wisconsin. (Photo by Sue Erickson) 

McCuddy , w h o graduated from Purdue University with at degree in forestry, w o r k e d 
for the State o f Wiscons in as a forester in Vi las county for e l even years. His first j o b wi th 
the B I A started in June 1 9 6 8 w h e n he took a posit ion as B I A forester at the Mesca l ero 
A p a c h e reservation in N e w M e x i c o . 

In 1973 McCuddy m o v e d to Florida where he w a s ass igned to the S e m i n o l e A g e n c y 
as a forester for about a year. Then, it w a s up to the Great Lakes A g e n c y , A s h l a n d , 
Wiscons in in July 1 9 7 4 where he worked as the Bad River and Red Cliff forester for o n e 
year. 

In 1975 he w a s promoted to assistant agency forester, and in August 1977 he o p e n e d 
the one man Land Operations Office at the Great Lakes A g e n c y Office. There he s tayed 
and actively worked with the deve lopment o f tribal natural resource capabil i t ies . 

McCuddy and his wi fe , Tonna, l ive in the rural Ashland area. T h e y have o n e 
daughter, Kel ly , w h o a lso l ives and works in the area. 

A s McCuddy looks towards a spring retirement—April 3 , 1998 to be s p e c i f i c — h e 
has several goa l s in mind, like f ishing, wh ich he hasn't done for the last eight years, and 
growing a big garden again, and maybe eve j^ complet ing his "schoo lhouse" project, 
which is the old s c h o o l h o i s e he has been convert ing into a home . 

McCuddy w a s recently honored at the Native American Fish and Wildtife S o c i e t y ' s 
annual conference for his outstanding service , an award which recognized 2 3 years .of 
service to the deve lopment o f tribal resource programs, fire training, the protection of 
Indian hunting, f ishing rights, commitment to tribal environmental i ssues , conservat ion 
enforcement and safety programs. 

At the time, he also received a Certificate of Commendat ion from the State o f 
Wiscons ih for his work with the Joint A s s e s s m e n t Steering Commit tee in the d e v e l o p 
ment o f the "Casting Light Upon the Waters" te levis ion and v i d e o production. In 1997 
McCuddy also received his seventeenth straight Outstanding Performance Certificate 
from the BIA. 

For many w h o have worked with McCuddy , it can be said it has been g o o d hav ing 
him as a friend and partner in facing the many i ssues w h i c h contemporary tribes face , 
particularly in terms o f natural resource management . 

Thanks for the commitment , patience, and resolve , and best w i s h e s for dynamite 
fishing! 



Legislative Update, 105th Congress 
BILL No. SPONSOR TITLE LAST ACTION 

H.R. 1270 Upton A bill to amend the Nuclear Waste Policy Act 
• of-1982 V .; _ • ... '.', " 

a 

10/21/97, reported to House from the Committee on 
Resources with amendments. H.Rept. 105-290 

H.R.1476 ; Diaz-Baiart Miccosukee Settlement Act of 1997 10/1/97, measure failed to pass in House under 
suspension of the rales, roll call #488 

H.R, 2203. . McDade '.. A bill making appropriations for energy and water 
water development for fiscal year ending 1998 and . 
for other purposes 

10/13/97, Public Law 105-62; 10/17/97, line item veto 
by President (Presidential Cancellation Numbers 97-57 
through 97-64); 10/21/97, referred Presidential message 
to House Committee on the Budget and Appropriations 

H.R. 2655 Hoekstra 
. -V • • 

A bill to repeal certain federal educational programs 10/9/97, Referred to the House Committee on Education 
and Workforce 

H.R. 2663 Metcalf A bill to provide technical corrections to the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996, to improve the delivery of housing 
assistance to Indian tribes in a manner that recognizes 
the right of tribal self-governance and for other 
purposes 

10/9/97, referred to the House Committee on Banking 
and Financial Services 

H.R. 2665 Pastor A bill to improve Indian reservation roads and 
related transportation services and for other 
purposes 

10/9/97, Referred to House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure 

S. 714 Akaka A bill to make permanent the Native American 
Veteran Housing Loan Pilot Program of the 
Depairtment of Veteran Affairs 

10/7/97, Committee on Veterans Affairs. Ordered to be 
reported with amendments favorably. 

Y * 

S. 1079 ' ... Dorgan 

/ 

A bill to permit the leasing of mineral rights, in any 
case in which the Indian owners of an allotment that 
is located within the boundaries of the Fort Beithold 
Indian Reservation and held in trust by the 
United States have executed leases to more man 
50 percent of the mineral estate of that allotment 

10/6/97, hearings held by Committee on Indian Affairs 

S. 1159 Murkowski Kake Tribal Corporation Land Exchange Act 

(Reprinted from American Indian Report) 

10/7/97, reported to Senate from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, amended, J 
S. Rept. 105-100 

Historic tribal shellfish harvest on private beach 
By Doug Williams 
NWIFC News 

The oysters served at the Skokomish 
Indian Tribe's annual elders' honoring pic
nic might not have looked or tasted any 
different than those of past celebrations, 
but they were unique. They were harvested 
Aug . 15 by tribal members from private 

"tidelands whose owner wanted to prove 
that treaty shellfish harvest rights and pri
vate property rights can co-exist . 

Wil l iam Matchett, a retired Univer
sity of Washington English professor and 
member of the Hood Canal Environmental 
Council and Kitsap County Planning C o m 
miss ion, went to tribal representatives to 
work out a sharing agreement for the c lams 
and oysters on his Hood Canal tidelands. 
He said he w a s eager to prove to his neigh
bors that tribal shellfish harvests on private 
t idelands could occur without problems. 

Less than two hours after T o m Strong 
and brothers John and Arthur Gouley landed 
on Matchett ? s sheltered beach south of 

Seabeck in Kitsap County, 100 dozen o y s 
ters were loaded into the tribe's boat for the 
picnic. Skokomish Fisheries Manager D a v e 
Herrera monitored the harvest and dis
cussed the agreement—and the possibi l i ty 
o f future shel l f i sh enhancement agree
m e n t s — w i t h Matchett. 

"I've been look ing forward to this for 
s o m e t ime," said Matchett just as the har
vest w a s conc luding . "They took all o f 
those oysters today, and it s e e m s like they 
didn't e v e n make a dent on this beach." 

"This harvest is the starting point o f 
trying to work with t idelands owners ," said 
Herrera. "This s h o w s w e can work out 
agreements with private t idelands owners 
and exerc ise our treaty rights." 

Matchett began forming his plan to 
work out an agreement with local Indian 
tribes through a local forum that brought 
H o o d Canal watershed residents together 
to d i scuss a multitude o f issues. 

"There were tribal representatives on 
that body , and w e spent a great deal of time 
talking about h o w w e could bridge con

flicts - for instance, h o w to protect property 
rights and Indian treaty rights at the s a m e 
t ime," Matchett said. "The more I thought 
about it, the more it s e e m e d to m e the w a y 
to s o l v e this w a s through a contract." 

He met wi th shel l f ish b io log is t Lisa 
V e n e r o s o with the Point N o Point Treaty 
Counci l , the f isheries management consor
t ium o f the S k o k o m i s h , Port G a m b l e 
S ' K l a l l a m , J a m e s t o w n S ' K l a l l a m and 
Lower Elwha Klal lam tribes. Matchett and 
the tribes agreed that they cou ld d e v e l o p a 
harvest management plan that w o u l d pro
v ide a framework for treaty she l l f i sh ingon 
his t idelands. 

V e n e r o s o conducted a thorough sur
v e y o f Matchett 's t idelands and conc luded 
that 1 5 , 0 0 0 o y s t e r s — 7 , 5 0 0 for Matchett 
and 7 , 5 0 0 for the tr ibes—could be har
vested each year from the property. This 
harvest level ensures healthy oyster popu
lations for the tribes and Matchett year 
after year. 

Each off-reservation shellf ish harvest 
is preceded by a tribal regulation issued to 

the state and property owner . The regula
tion lists the date, t ime, and locat ion o f the 
harvest, the amount and types o f spec i e s to 
be harvested, and any other restrictions. 

Plans are deve lop ing for additional 
tribal shel lf ish harvests on other private 
H o o d Canal t idelands. Matchett said he has 
been talking with neighbors about his suc 
cessful management agreement. 

Matchett's beach could be enhanced 
through the harvest management agree
ment . Efforts could include plac ing nett ing 
d o w n over what are n o w low-dens i ty c lam 
beds to help prevent predation. Matchett is 
a l so interested in reintroducing O l y m p i a 
oys ters—the reg ion's only native o y s t e r — 
onto his tidelands. 

"If people wou ld be wi l l ing to cooper
ate with the tribes, they might e v e n be able 
to make s o m e m o n e y themse lves ," he said. 

The tribes' treaty-protected right to 
harvest shellf ish from ail usual and accus
tomed areas—including private t ide lands -
was re-afffirmed in 1994 by U.S. District 
Court Judge EdwardRafeedie . 
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GLIFWC's n e w staff 

Leander Cloud 
Network Administrator 

Leander (Lee) Cloud, joined the 
GLIFWC staff in September as an intern 
network administrator. He is working on a 
part-time basis while completing course 
work in microcomputer electronics at the 
Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, 
Ashland. He will complete the course this 
spring at which time he wi l l advance to a 
full-time schedule with GLIFWC, Lee is a 
member o f the Bad River Band of Chippewa 
and i s graduate of Breckenridge High 
School, Breckenridge, Minnesota. 

• To date Lee's work has largely in
volved f ix ing computer problems encoun
tered at the main office. However, he has 
also worked in developing GLIFWC's new 
web homepage which makes information 
about GLIFWC accessible on the World-
Wide Web.- - - . < 

'S' word continued 
(Continued from page 16) 
The staff at H O N O R is wi th you . W e are currently taking the issue to heart and are hoping 
to produce a pamphlet to distribute. Your financial support of this project wi l l assist 
H O N O R w i t h this issue. A w a r e n e s s is key. People tend to act, acting with consc ience 
w h e n they are aware. . £ ••• . t> 

Contact: U S Board on Geographic N a m e s , D o m e s t i c N a m e s Committee , D o m e s t i c 
Geographic N a m e s , U S Geolog ica l Survey, 5 2 3 National Center, Reston, Virginia 2 2 0 9 2 

What does it really mean? 
At least three Nat ive languages have words wi th a similarity to the pronunciation o f 

the w o r d "squaw," all o f them are considered offensive . Several l inguistic special ists 
agree that the term is a derogatory term for Indian w o m e n . T o express this word out loud 
is unacceptable , and demeaning to Native w o m e n . T o use this word devalues the w h o l e 
culture, race and principles o f Native people , where Nat ive w o m e n are held in such high 
regard as the bearers o f life. 

The origin o f this term is be l ieved by many to have been derived from the French 
corruption o f an Iroquois word "otsiskwa" meaning vagina or female genitals . 

"In the M o h a w k language the similar word 'ge - squaw' means a female reproductive 
organ and is very of fens ive" according to T o m Porter, Chief of the M o h a w k Nation. 

Dr. B e a Medicine, (Hunkpapa-Lakota) and professor o f Anthropology, said_ she 
found in her research that the term c o m e s from the Algonquian languages. In an April 
1993 editorial appearing in Indian Country Today , Dr. Medic ine adds "It is a very 
derogatory term for Indian w o m e n . Nat ive w o m e n as a w h o l e resent it terribly. It s a 
reference to an anatomical part o f a w o m a n . There is a w h o l e connotation there. 

A n alternative source of reference is , Jamie S a m ' s "Sacred Path Cards" in which she 
identifies the term as originating from a word screamed by native w o m e n w h e n they were 
be ing raped and translated as " N o Penis"! Therefore, to refer to a native w o m a n by this 
term w o u l d be to call her a penis and cause tremendous of fense . 

N o t on ly w o m e n have been subjected to this of fens ive express ion, men l iving with 
or marrying native w o m e n were c o m m o n l y referred to as "squaw men," consequently 
proliferating and de-sens i t iz ing people to this derogatory phrase. 

Charles Otto Rasmussen 
Writer I Photographer 

Charles (Charlie) Rasmussen joined 
the Public Information Office staff in No
vember as a writer and photographer. 
Charlie recently graduated from the Uni
versity of Wisconsin—Eau Claire with a 
Master of Arts in American history. 

He worked two years as a graduate 
research assistant under Dr. Ronald Satz, 
researching and inventorying historical 
documents related to Great Lakes Ojibwe 
and documenting recent Ojibwe treaty is
sues. 

His masters thesis was a historical 
account of the Sylvania Wilderness in'the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan. He has also 
worked as a freelance writer and photogra
pher for outdoor publications. . • 

At GLIFWC Charlie is working on 
'drafting a publication relating to the his
tory of the Chippewa Flowage and provid
ing stories and photos for publications such 
as the Masinaigan and treaty rights book
lets produced by the Public Information 
Office. 

Charlie and his wife Melissa live in 
Ashland and are expecting their first baby 
this spring. Charlie is an outdoor enthusiast 
and enjoys hunting deer and small game. 

Joe Dan Rose 
Inland Fisheries Section Ldr. 

A familiar face TO GLIFWC became 
part the Biological Services Division staff 
in October. Joe Dan Rose, formerly the 
fisheries specialist with the Bad River band, 
is the Inland Fisheries Section Leader for 
Biological Services. Joe Dan just had TO 
walk upstairs to the 2nd floor of the Bad 
River tribal administration building TO 
change jobs. As a Voigt Task Force repre
sentative for the Bad River band from 1989 
TO 1997, Joe Dan is a veteran of the 
Chippewa treaty rights battles in Wiscon
sin. 

Joe Dan received his Bachelor of Sci
ence Degree in biology from Northland 
College and in his former capacity as fish
eries specialist with Bad River has worked 
extensively with inland and Lake Superior 
fisheries issues in both the technical and 
political arenas for twelve years. 

Since joining staff, Joe Dan has been 
familiarizing himself with the inland lakes 
program and focusing on getting the bio
logical monitoring system for the Minne
sota 1837 treaty fishery in place. 

Joe Dan is also a former member of 
the Bad River Tribal Council. He and his 
wife Jackie live on the Bad River reserva
tion and are active participants in the com
munity. Joe Dan was recently recognized 
by the NAFWS for his professional contri
butions to Native science and resource 
management. He was presented the Bill 
Eger Tribal Biologist of the Year Award. 

Kory Groetsch 
Environmental Biologist 

Kory Groetsch joined the Biological 
Service Division in August as a full-time, 
temporary environmental biologist. Kory 
is working on environmental projects spe
cific to a one-year Coastal Environmental 
Management (CEM) grant from the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA). His 
position is focusing on issues related to the 
Binational Program's LaMP Committee 
and the impacts of mining. 

Kory arrived at GLIFWC from Jupi
ter, Florida where he was employed as an 
environmental consultant in aquatic toxi
cology. He graduated from Miami Univer
sity in Oxford, Ohio with a Master of 
Science Degree in zoology and an empha
sis in aquatic toxicology. He is a native of 
Stoddard, Wisconsin, so is not totally unfa
miliar with life in the north. •.,.•:v.:C:;;;;.•.•v̂ :. 

Kory, his wife Debbie, and their 21/2 
year old son John, live in Ashland. Outside 
of work, Kory enjoys racquetball, Softball j 
jogging and reading in rare spare moments. 
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Ethnobotanical Thoughts 
By Dr. James Meeker 
Associate Professor, Northland College 

Entering the fourth w e e k o f N o v e m b e r in Wiscons in things are 
fairly predictable. Football fans must decide whether or not watch the 
Packers or hunt. Turkeys get nervous. Down "south" in corn country 
the orange armies conduct their drives through the isolated w o o d c u t s 
guiding the well fed deer to their freezers. In Madison (perhaps in 
other large cit ies too), animal rights performers dress up like deer 
(antlers and all) and drive around the downtown with orange clad 
hunter-mannequins strapped down to their trunks and hoods. 

U p north here, both hunters and deer (and perhaps animal rights 
folks) are in slightly lower supply. W e get our exposure to this hunting 
"discussion",from talk radio. In this radio format the hunters and the 
animal rights people both claim the moral high ground, depicting the 
other side as a bunch o f crazies. 

Animal rightists paint for us a picture of the slob hunter, cruising 
the landscape in a decked out A T V (like Arnie) with a gun in one had 
and a bud ( n o wissy import) in the other. Avid hunters, for their part, 
suggest that to not take one's own meat is irresponsible. They paint for 
us a picture of "airy-fairy" group o f humanity that live primarily on 
air, herbal tea and tofu, with their heads in the clouds, perhaps waiting 
for the next comet. Can you tell that I am frustrated with this debate? 

How many times in the last several years have you heard any 
discussion of the legitimate debate revolving around deer management and healthy 
habitat? How many deer can be supported on a landscape and still allow all of nature's 
creation to thrive? These questions take the focus away from the hunting/non-hunting 
debate (i.e. arguing whether or not Aldo Leopold would still be hunting if he were alive 
today, or some such nonsense!). Somehow, w e ' v e come to believe deer are managed 
solely by increasing or decreasing the goals, without suggesting that the way we manage 
the land is the over-riding factor. We need to begin monitoring the health of the 
ecosystem, not just deer numbers. 

T o show how far w e still have to come in this regard, I passed a billboard on my way 
to Ashland inviting me to join Deer Unlimited, apparently a group dedicated to assuring 
hunter success. My problem with this group is in the'title, '"unlimited", which, to m . 
shows a complete lack o f ecological understanding. There are limits to all of our activities. 
How can anything be unlimited? 

Imagine if we were to continue to go in this direction, providing a deer behind every 
bush. We would havewoodlots as deer yards, with winter thermal cover provided by large 
shelters (such as the ginseng growers use) dotting the landscape, replacing the locally 
extinct evergreens. We would have to artificially feed these unlimited herds, especially 
during severe winters. 

Does this seem far-fetched? Remember last winter in Minnesota when the wildlife 
biologists recommended that no artificial feeding program be initiated? They were over 
ridden by the political forces pandering to votes (perhaps lobbied from organizations like 
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Deer Unlimited). On the other hand, there are many examples of 
public pressure from the other side that are just as short-sighted. 
In forest preserves throughout the country, public official are 
kept from shooting surplus deer in high density areas, a cost 
effective measure. Instead, they, are forced to transport surplus 

" deer (at a cost of $ 5 0 0 per deer), to other areas, only to have them 
live several more months before being hit by a car. 

You might be asking, how does a plant ecologist charged in 
this column to write about native uses of plants, get so far afield? 
My breaking point was two years ago, during the tail end of 
winter when deer are the most vulnerable. I saw several 80-100 
year old white cedars severed by near sighted individuals looking 
out for the interests of deer. 

Although anyone seeing starving, deer can feel for these 
"ealiires, what does this activity accomplish? It perhaps allows 

deer to live, what, an extra 3-5 days? How is that site going to 
provide winter cover for the deer of the future? What about our 
children and grandchildren? Are they relegated to hunting feed 
lot deer? Trees will grow, you might answer. Well, show me 
places on the landscape where young cedar are taking their place! 

Remember, cedar must make it past the snow line, through 
the 4-5 feet of susceptible growth stage, before it is unaffected by 
deer. This stage may take 15-30 years. Have we had any time in 
the past several decades when the deer count was down to an 
acceptable number for these forests to regenerate? 

Keep in mind that I have presented just the most commonly held concern land 
managers have on the interaction between deer and the landscape. This view suggest that 
the winter browse period is the critical time for woody conifers. This is also when deer 
numbers are at their annual low, just after the hunt. 

However, we shouldn't forget about the mid-summer effects that deer have on the 
landscape, at a time when deer numbers are twice their goals (with the birth of fawns). We 
: i we no idea how high deer numbers may be influencing the survival of herbaceous plants. 
In a number of areas I have seen species of woodlands plants where more than 75% of all 
the flowering stalks have been eaten by deer. 

So, all deer management issues don't relate to merely a discussion of hunting. If we 
continue to manage for a landscape dominated by forever young, aspen forests, deer 
densities near these areas will be great. We will continue to proceed in the direction of 
woodlots as deer yards. I resent having to choose between deer and cedar. W e can have 
both. To achieve this, we have to discard any ideas of "unlimited" resources as an 
ecologically bankrupt concepts, whether it be deer, trout, or grouse. 

A l l management is a balancing act. If we are going to manage some areas for 
maximum aspen, hence deer and grouse, then additionally we need to manage other areas 
for conifers, including cedar, hemlock and Canadian yew. Let us begin this real debate, 
and more importantly decide how we can monitor for the effects of deer on the landscape. 
Next semester here at Northland College, we will begin to design such a plan for our 
region. If you would like to discuss these ideas, get in touch. 

The choice between deer and cedar: Can't we have both? 


