State exceeds walleyem

Mille Lacs Lake

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Miile Lacs, Minn.—Mille Lacs

Commissioner of Natural Resources

Curt Kalk criticized the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources’
(MDNR) management of the Mille Lacs
Lake walleye fishery in a July 19 letter
to Ronald Payer, director of MDNR’s
Division of Fisheries.

Kalk wrote the letter after confer-
ring with other 1837 Treaty tribes in a
conference call. Those tribes shared the
Mille Lacs Band’s concern that state
anglers have already exceeded the
state’s 2002 share of the harvestable
surplus of walleye, and that the MDNR
may not be planning to make any ad-
Jjustments to address the overage.

Based oninformation gleaned from
mediareports, Kalk noted that MDNR’s
cree] surveys through June 30 indicate
the state had already exceeded its
300,000-pound quota for the year by
43,000 pounds at that time. Projecting
this overage to the year’s end, tribal

biologists determined that the state’s
final walleye mortality figure could ex-
ceed 440,000 pounds, nearly 50% over
the state’s share of the harvestable sur-
plus.

“Thissituationisintolerable,” Kalk
wrote. “We cannot conceive that DNR
would acquiesce for a moment in Band
management if the Bands kept their
fisheries open with no modification of
their regulations after exceeding their
share of the harvestable surplus.”

Kalk reminded the MDNR that
both the state and the bands were or-
dered by the Court to comply with the
protocols to which they agreed during
the treaty litigation. Protocol 5 states
that the parties agreed to manage their
respective fisheries to stay within their

- shares of annual harvestable surpluses.

Referring to an MDINR proposed
three-year, walleye harvest plan for
Mille Lacs Lake, Kalk pointed to the
plan’s failure to “address extraordinary
in-season events and overages, such as
the near-record setting angler pressure
on the Lake this year and the early in-
season overage.”

Trtbal harvest ﬁgures are tabulated datly to prevent overages

Kalk acknowledged the difficul-
ties that the MDNR faces in managing
the state fishery. Nevertheless, henoted
that its primary responsibility is to pro-
tect the resource. “Knowingly manag-
ingafishery to harvest substantial num-
bers of fish in excess of the harvestable
surplus cannot be justified,” he wrote.

While Kalk has notreceived a writ-

ten response to his letter as of press

time, the issue of state overages was

brought to the table during a July 25

meeting of the Minnesota 1837 Ceded

Territory Fisheries Committee at the

Black Bear Casino, Cloquet, Minne-

sota. There, MDNR representatives re-

iterated the MDNR s intent to follow its
proposed three-year harvest plan.

Tribes plan for chronic wasting disease
survelllance in ceded territories

By Jonathan Gilbert,

GLIFWC Wildlife Biologist

Odanah, Wis.—As the autumn
approaches people start thinking about
hunting, particularly deer hunting. In

2002, this people may be worried about
this important cultural activity. Chromic
wasting disease (CWD), a fatal neuro-
logic disease of elk and deer, has been
found in Wisconsin. Hunters are ask-
ing many questions. “Do deer in my
hunting area have this disease?” “How

voluntanty submit the heads of their harvested deer when the ammal A:s bemg
registered. (Photo by Charlie Otto Rasmussen)

do L know if they are sick?”’ “Should T
continue to hunt or to eat the deer T
harvest?” These are important ques-
tions, but they are difficult to answer
because most of the answers are un-
known. The staff at the Great Lakes
Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
(GLIFWC) is formulating plans to be-
gin to answer some of these questions
fromira tribal perspective.

“The Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) plans on
testing approximately 500 deer from
each county in the state. Some of those
deer tested will come from tribal hunt-
ers. It is important for the tribes to
participate in this activity because many
tribal hunters are concerned whether
they are harvesting deer from infected
deer populations. In addition, some
tribes are interested in testing deer from
their on-reservation populations, deer
which the WDNR would not normally
testunder their current testing program.

Current plans being developed at
GLIFWC call for each tribe to submit
100 deer for testing (an additional 100
deer may come from some reserva-
tions). It is important to note that this
testing program is designed to detect
the presence of CWD in wild deer popu-
lations. The testing program is not de-
signed to act as a food safety test. That

is, thereis no proof that consuming wild
venison poses a health threat, and the
testing which is being contemplated is
not designed to guarantee that indi-
vidual wild deer are free from the dis-
ease.

How can hunters
participate?

In order to test deer for CWD we
must obtain tissue samples from two
places in the deer head; a sample of the
brain at the brain stem (where the spinal
cord and brain meet) and a couple of
lymph nodes along the neck, below the
jaw.

We will be asking hunters to vol-
untarily submit the heads of their har-
vested deer when the animnal is being
registered. We will collect the heads,
tag them. complete a data form, and
store the head in a freezer for later pick-
up. Heads will be collected frequently
from registration stations because pro-
longed freezing can damage tissue
samples. Heads will be transported to a
processing center, and the required tis-
sue samples will be removed by trained
personnel.

Weare asking for cooperation from
tribal hunters. We would like to get
{See Handle deer safely, page 4)
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Precautions for handling

' Editor’s Note: The following is reprinted from the Wisconsin
- Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection,
- Food Safety Division.

General precautions

#” Do not eat the eyes, brain, spinal cord, spleen, tonsils or lymph nodes of any
deer.

¢” Do not eat any part of a deer that appears sick.

o7 1f your deer is sampled for CWD testing, wait for the test results before eating
the meat.

Field dressing
¢ Wear rubber or latex gloves.

¢ Minimize contact with the brain, spinal cord, spleen and lymph nodes (lumps
of tissue next to organs or in fat and membranes) as you work.

¢ Do not use household knives or utensils.
¢ Remove all internal organs.

Clean knives and equipment of residue and disinfect with a 50/50 solution of
household chlorine bleach and water. Wipe down counters and let them dry;
soak knives for one hour.

Cutting and processing
¢ Wear rubber or latex gloves.

. ¢ Minimize handling brain or spinal tissues. If removing antlers, use a saw

designated for that purpose only, and dispose of the blade.

#” Do not cut through the spinal column except to remove the head. Use a knife
designated only for this purpose.

¢” Bone out the meat from the deer and remove all fat and connective tissue (the
web-like membranes attached to the meat). This will also remove Iymph
nodes.

¢” Dispose of hide, brain and spinal cord, eyes, spleen, tonsils, bones, and head
in a landfill or by other means available in your area.

o7 Thoroughly clean and sanitize equipment and work areas with bleach water
after processing. -

#” If processing deer from the CWD management or eradication zones, keep meat
and trimmings from each deer separate.

Lymph nodes and other parts shown
here will be removed during normal
field dressing. Removing fat,
membranes and cords from meat will
remove the rest of the lymph nodes.

Lymph nodes in

Sprn?l cord

h nodes Infnear Joimts

and processing deer

What parts can | use?

There are some parts of the deer you should never eat, even if the animal looks
healthy. These parts are: brain, eyeballs, spinal cord, spleen and lymph nodes. They
are mostly nervous system tissues, where prions concentrate. Prions, which cause
CWD, have not been found in muscle tissue (meat).

You can easily find the brain, eyeballs, and spinal cord. The spleen is an
internal organ in the animal’s midsection. Lymph nodes are luinps or knobs of
{issue. Some are next to internal organs. Others are embedded in fat and mem-
branes attached to muscles.

You don’t need to know exactly where the spleen and lymph nodes are,
because normal field dressing and trimming fat from meat will remove them.
We’ve shown some main locations of lymph nodes in the diagran1 below to the left.

Is chronic wasting disease
killing humans?
Are treaty rights affected by

“mad deer” disease?
By Nick Vander Puy, For Mazina’igan

For hunters wanting to bring home healthy meat for their families this season
there is contradictory information. A recent front page article in the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel and Duluth papers looked at the suspicious deaths of three
northwestern Wisconsin hunters who shared western elk and Wisconsin deer feasts
at their cabin near Brule. All three ended up dying from a rare brain disease. -

Denis Maki, a professor of infectious disease at the UW Madison, says the
odds of this happening are so rare it points towards a comtnon source-—infected
meat. Researchers plan on looking closety-at this case and others to see Whether it
shows chronic wasting disease (CWD) in deer and elk is killing humans.

An investigative journalist, John Stauber, author of “Mad Cow USA” and
“Toxic Sludge is Good for You,” thinks CWD is killing humans. He’s studied the
impact of mad cow disease (a related disease to CWD) in Britain. For years the
government denied the problem, butin 1996, finally admitted it. About 130 people
are now dead or dying there from mad cow discase with the numnbers doubling
every three years.

So far, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), there is no
scientific evidence that CWD can infect humans. But the group also warns against
eating any animal infected with CWD. Since animals may not show symptoms
(losing weight and acting crazy) for years and a quick test isn’t available, this
information isn’t very helpful.

For cutting up the animal the State of Wisconsin tells us to use plastic gloves,
sterilized tools, and to bone out the meat with a knife. The state also warns against
handling and eating the brains, eyeballs, spinal column, and lymph nodes. After
looking at the diagram, just where the lymph nodes are located on an animal is
unclear.

What about brain tanning deer hide?

Sandy Lyon talks about her father Skip Shireman hunting near Spooner. Skip
was a rigorous Phy Ed teacher at the local middle school who hunted every year.
He’d bring home the deer meat that Sandy’s mom, SJ, would help cut up.

Skip would give the hide to Sandy. Sandy would take the hide to her friend
Kathy Begay, an LCO tribal member. Kathy Begay would brain tan the hide in the
traditional manner. She’d tell Sandy to scoop out the brains to help make the raw
hide soft and pliable. Kathy Begay sewed moccasins for Sandy’s babies.

" Long before there were clothing stores, on Turtle Island, the North American
continent, the people clothed themselves in the hide of waawaashkeshi. Later, “the
buckskinners” did the same. It keeps the body warm and keeps the biting bugs off.
Tt provides the outfits traditional dancers wear. Itis used to make moccasins to walk
on to the spirit world.

Food, clothing and shelter are the three things that humans need, physically
to live. This deer disease appears to affect at least two of those basic needs.

What impact does this rare brain disease have on treaty hunting rights? Earlier
this summer, Tom Maulson from the Voigt Intertribal Task Force, called upon the
State of Wisconsin to test more deer. Maulson said, “It’s an Indian issue. It's a
treaty rights issue. We need to find out where this deer sickness came from; how
it got here; what impact it will have.”

The State plans to test five hundred deer per county during the state’s fall
archery and rifle seasons, but the results won’t be released for at least six months.
The tribal hunt starts in early September. “T think we have to take a look at what
we’re doing to these animals, chasing them down with helicopters in the Mt. Horeb
area, putting them behind fences. To me as an Indian person it’s no different than
than a hundred and fifty years ago when they put us on reservations.”

He adds, “There’s big changes going on in the woods. We need to really put
our ear to the ground, to listen to Mother Nature, what’s happening out there,
because if we start to lose these animals, what’s next?”

(Nick Vander Puy is senior producer for the Superior Broadcast Network
(SBN). SBN stories can be heard on public radio stations WOJB and WXPR.)
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Walleye population
estimates generated

from GLIFWC
spring 2002 surveys

Odanah, Wis.—Great Lakes In-
dian Fish & Wildlife Commission
(GLIFWC) inland fisheries staff have
been hard at work analyzing data col-
lected from this past spring’s surveying
of walleye populations within the ceded
territory. .

Adult walleye population estimates
have been generated for sixteen lakes,
including Parent (Baraga County), in
Michigan and the following Wisconsin
lakes: Siskiwit {Bayfield County), But-
ternut, Jungle, Lily (Forest County)
Bearskin, Tomahawk, Squirrel (Oneida
County), Nelson (Sawyer County),
Annabelle, Kentuck, North Twin, South
Twin, Sherman, Squaw (Vilas County),
Bass-Patterson (Washburn County).

Specific information on the Wis-
consin survey lakes will be released
once the population estimates have been
reviewed and discussed by GLIFWC
and Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR) biologists at the
upcoming August 2002 Technical
Working Group (TWG) which will be
held at the new WDNR office in Ash-
land, Wisconsin.

with GLIFWC’s biologists. Above, to the left, Nick Milroy,

Preliminary information indicates
that population densities within those
lakes studied ranged from 1.6 to 15.5
adult walleye per acre. These lakes in-
cluded both stocked lakes and those
with walleye populations maintained
primarily by natural reproduction.
Lakes with good natural walleye repro-
duction typically have higher densities
of walleye than stocked lakes do.

As the spring adult walleye popula-
tion estimates are being processed,
GLIFWC inland fisheries staff are also
beginning to identify lakes and develop
aschedule for fall 2002 walleye recruit-
ment Surveys.

Initial GLIFWC and WDNR fall
survey plans will be exchanged and
discussed at the August meeting.
GLIFWC plans to conduct these wall-
eye recruitment surveys on at least 150
ceded territory lakes this fall, including
those where adult walleye population
estimates were completed this past
spring. For GLIFWC survey crews, the
fall walleye recruitment survey season
normally begins inearly September and
is completed by the end of October.

" T i
inland

GLIFWC

biologist chats with Bill Girard, AKRC fisheries technician and Ryan Haines,
AKRC fisheries coordinator. (Photo by Phil Doepke)

Canadian AKRC
visits GLIFWC

Odanah, Wis.—Two members of
the Anishinaabeg of Kabapikotawan-
gag Resource Council (AKRC) Fisher-
ies Division, Ryan Haines, fisheries
coordinator, and Bill Girard, fisheries
technician, visited the Odanah office of
the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife
Commission (GLIFWC) during the
week of July 15th. The main purpose
for their visit was to go over procedures
foraging fish scales, spines, and otoliths
from walleye, perch and sauger.

The AKRC s an organization simi-
lar to GLIFWC that deals with the har-
vesting rights and monitoring of re-
sources for First Nation Communities
around Lake of the Woods, Ontario,
Canada.

Ryan Haines mentioned that it was
good to witness the “big picture” show-

ing how the resource specialists of
GLIFWC work together to assist the
tribes with utilizing and managing their
resources. He mentioned that this will
help them in developing a larger role in
managing the fishery in Lake of the
Woods.

In addition to preparing and aging
bony structures from fish, demonstra-
tions of electrofishing and fyke netting
were conducted to allow visualization
of GLIFWC’s survey protocols.

The First Nation communities that
comprise the AKRC have been gra-
cious hosts for tribal representatives
and GLIFWC personnel during visits
into their region. It was a nice opportu-
nity for GLIFWC to be able to share
with them some of our techniques and
expertise,

Articles by GLIFWC Inland Fisheries Staff

Kentuck Lake summer
fish community
assessment

Odanah, Wis.—In the ongoing effort to monitor and rehabilitate the walleye
population in Kentuck Lake (Vilas County), two fish surveys were conducted there
this past June. A fyke net survey was performed the week of June 25 throu ¢h 29,
and an electrofishing survey was completed on the night of June 26. Fisheries

personnel at the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) in
cooperation with Michael Preul, fisheries biologist of the Sokaogon/Mole Lake ‘

Tribe, completed the summer fyke net survey.

The fyke net survey was conducted to assess the general fish community

structure in Kentuck Lake. This year’s data revealed a fish community structure
similar tothatof the last three years. Bluegill comprised over 75% of the fish caught
in the fyke nets and black crappie comprised less than 29%. This is quite a bit
different from the 1996 fyke net survey when bluegill comprised less than 15%
of the fish caught and black

2001 Kentuck Lake

P 35%.
fall walleye recruitment survey Negative species inter-
E 400 Agel actions with black crappie
= 300 have been identified as one
3 possible factor that may have
g 200 contributed to the dramatic
'g 100 o decline in walleye recruit-
3 Agey ment and abundance at
0 Kentuck Lake between 1988
Walleye Age Classes and 1998. Other fish spe-
cies caught during the fyke

net survey were pumpkin-
seed sunfish, smallmouth

2002 Kentuck Lake
summer juvenile walleye survey

walleye abundance. These
are the samne fish that would
have been identified as Age
0 and Age 1 walleye during
last fall’s walleye recruit-
ment survey.

The electrofishing survey found roughly the same numbers of Ageland Age
2 fish as last fall’s walleye recruitment survey found Age 0 and Age 1 fish. This
indicates that the young walleye around last fall survived through the winter to

Walleye Age Classes

2002 juvenile walleye survey results indicate young
walleye survived the winter in Kentuck Lake.
(Graphs by Phil Doepke)

PAGE 3 MAZINA’IGAN |

crappie comprised over :

bass,rockbass, walleye, yel-

-« 400 low perch, white suckersand
'§w Age 2 golden shiners.

g 300 The summer juvenile
bt 200 walleye electrofishing sur- .
@

2 vey was conducted on June
E 100 Age 1 26. This survey is designed
=, to assess Age 1 and Age 2

become one year older, and thus one year closer to replenishing the diminished :

adult walleye population in Kentuck Lake.

Tribal biologists and fish hatchery managers involved with the Kentuck Lake -
rehabilitation project are hopeful that fingerling stocking in 1999 and 2000 and

limited natural reproductionin 2001 will contribute to a healthy walleye population
there in future years.

Statewide rivers conference
to develop citizen action plan

for Wisconisn watersheds

_ “The year 2002 marks the 30th Anniversary of the Clean Water Act, while 2003
has been proclaimed as the “International Year of Freshwater” by the United

Nations and proposed as “The Year of Water” in Wisconsin.

Recognizing water as a critical resource for the future, an upcoming confer- -

ence, Rivers 2002—A Watershed Event, is scheduled for November 8-10 near
Stevens Point, Wisconsin. Sponsored by the River Alliance of Wisconsin and a
host of other organizations, the conference will bring together more than 125
representatives of Wisconsin organizations and tribes concerned with local water-
shed protection.

“This event will bring together the diverse members of the state’s river

community for the first time since 1994,” said Todd Ambs, River Alliance ‘

executive director. “It will be an opportunity to take stock of the progress we’ve
made, and to set a course for the future of our rivers.”

As part of the conference, participants will develop an Action Plan for
Wisconsin’s Watersheds for the next three years. In addition, the conference will
offer hands-on workshops and sessions to workshops to build the watershed
protection skills of conference attendees.

The conference is open to representatives of conservation organizations,
watershed education organizations, advocacy groups, water recreation interests,
tribal members and others interested in local watershed protection.

For more information, please contact Diana Toledo, Local Group Assistance
Manager of the River Alliance of Wisconsin at 608-257-2424, or visit

WWW.wisconsinrivers.org.
—Article submitted by the River Alliance of Wisconsin
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North American Indigenous Mining Conference
held at the Mole Lake Reservation

By Esteban Chiriboga
- GIS Mining Assistant

Mole Lake, Wis.—The Sokaogon

Chippewa Community and the Indig-

enous Mining Campaign Project co-
sponsored the North American Indig-
enous Mining Conference that was held
from June 12th to June 15th at the Mole
Lake Reservation.

This conference, intended to build
strategies to successfully oppose de-
structive mining operations that threaten
indigenous lands, attracted over 200
native and non-native people from ev-
ery corner of North America. Joining

. the Ojibwe hosts were native peoples

from the Navajo, Hopi, Gros Ventre,
Mowhawk, Menominee, and Quechan
nations.

In accordance with the customs of
the traditional gathering, the confer-

! ence began with the lighting of a sacred

" ! fire. Fred Ackley of Mole Lake per-

- formed the opening prayer accompa-

~ nied by songs of the Mole Lake drum.
¢ Tom Goldtooth, national director of the
" Indigenous Environmental Network

(IEN), opened the conference and set

- the tone for the discussions that were to
" follow, and Mole Lake chairwoman

SandraRachel welcomed all participants.

The first day of the conference
focused on an overview of the effects of
mining on indigenous communities
throughout the world. Conference par-
ticipants shared the stories of their par-
ticular struggles, successes, and set-

backs. This sharing of information pro-
vided much needed background for the
new strategies that would be developed
later on.

The second and third days of the
conference focused on the development
of effective strategies to fight destruc-
tive mining projects. The primary tool
used in this process was “power map-
ping.”

Power mapping is a process where
the various key decision-makers from
government, private, and tribal entities
and organizations are plotted based on
the power that each entity has in deci-
sion-making. This method can illus-
trate the steps that a local community
can take to change the power dynamics
of the mine permitting process and af-
fect positive changes that protect tribal
lands from mine development.

In addition to the general confer-
ence sessions, Great Lakes Indian Fish
& Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC)
staff participated in technical discus-
sions with environmental experts from
Mole Lake, Forest County Potawatomi,
and Menominee that focused on the
continuing review of the environmen-
tal impacts of the proposed Crandon
mine.

One of the results of the North
American Indigenous Mining Confer-
ence was the formation of the Youth,
Metals, Uranium, and Coal working
groups. Each of these four groups will
continue to work together in building
effective strategies to protect tribal com-
munities from mining projects. -

Handle deer safely;
avoid contact with
certain tissues

(Continued from page 1)

samples. Also, deer which have been
hanging for more than a day are also not
usable because of tissue deterioration.
When hunters surrender the heads of
harvested deer, they will be asked some
questions about the location of harvest.
We would like to know as precisely as
possible where the deer was shot.

As the deer hunting season ap-
proaches, please check with your deer
registration station or tribal conserva-
tion department for more information
on the testing program.

What will happen
after heads are

tested?

All deer heads surrendered will be
sent to the laboratory at the Veterinary
School at the UW-Madison. We will
obtain test results as quickly as pos-
sible, but because of the quantity of
deer to be tested, some results may take
a few months to get back.

Whentestresults dobecome avail-
able, we will provide those results to
each hunter who provided a deer head
for testing (whether the test is negative
or positive). If a positive test comes
back, hunters will be interviewed, and
more information on the location of
harvest will be sought. This will be an
important step but hopefully unneces-

sary.

Tribal hunter
informational
meetings planned

Since there is much concern about
the presence of this disease in Wiscon-
sin, it is important that good, accurate
information be provided to tribal hunt-
ers. Tribal hunter meetings are cur-
rently being scheduled for each reser-
vation. Up-to-date informationon CWD
will be provided at these meetings as
well as more information on proposed
testing plans.

Please check with your Voigt In-
tertribal Task Force Representative or
tribal conservation department for more
information on these meetings.

Tribal hunter alert

For accurate CWD testing:

¢ Bring heads to registration sta-
tions very soon after being har-
vested. Do not allow to hang for
more than one day because tissue
will deteriorate.

/Do not shoot deer in the head or
neck. They are not usable be-
cause of the damage to the re-
quired tissue samples.

v’ Provide accurate information on
location where deer was har-
vested.

AsColeen Poler, conference orga-
nizer, IEN board member, and Mole
Lake tribal member said, *“The summit
has helped to strengthen the struggles
of all our people against destructive
mining practices. We want to share the
success we have had in preventing the
Crandon mine from being approved.
We want to assist other communities in
building campaigns, and we want to
combine our struggles into a powerful
force.”

The day after the official end of the
conference, most of its attendees par-

ticipated in a run/walk from the Mole
Lake reservation to the area of the pro-
posed Crandon mine.

This run/walk, sponsored by the
Lac Vieux Desert Band, Watersmeet,
Michigan, symbolized the journey that
native peopies and their allies had un-
dertaken to this smail corner of
Wisconsin’s northwoods. Tobacco was
placed, and a ceremony was held in the
area of the proposed mine. Finally, the
Mole Lake dommers sang several songs
to wish all conference participants a
safe journey home.

Farticipants in the North American Indigenous Mining Conference at the Mole
Lake/Sokaogon reservation, prepare for a walk/run to the proposed Crandon
mine site. (Photo by Ben Liesch)

Crandon mine site
purchase proposal

An interesting possibility

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis.—The news that
Nicolet Minerals Company (NMC) may
be willing to sell the 5,000 acre tract of
land, which was the proposed site for a
copper-zinc mine, along with the min-
eral rights was greeted with cautious
elation by many of the mine’s oppo-
nents. Could the “wicked witch” really
be dead?

After spending nearly two decades
fighting the development of the mine at
the headwaters of the Wolf River and
adjacent to the Mole Lake/Sokaogon
reservation, people want to be sure the
specter of a mine at this site will never
rise again.

To guarantee this, a proposal called
the “Wolf River Headwaters Protection
Purchase” has been advanced. Under
this proposal, the public would acquire
the land using funds from the Wiscon-
sin Stewardship Fund as well as private
dollars. The Stewardship Fund currently
has $300 million set aside specifically
for land purchases and is separate from
the current state budget.

The proposal also calls for the state
to negotiate arealistic price for the land
tract. Significant technical issues re-
main that would make it difficult for the
mining operation to comply with state
laws.

Once purchased, a board com-
prised of representatives from state,
tribal and local governments as well as
private organizations would manage the
land to protect and preserve the natural
and cultural resources that are part of
the site. The joint purchase and man-
agement of the land would protect
against the state ever leasing the land
for minerat exploration.

An alliance of two tribes, local
governments and environmental orga-
nizations formulated the proposal and
are encouraging public support. More
information, including a sample resolu-
tion supporting the Wolf River Head-
waters Protection Purchase, is avail-
able at the website mtn@igc.org.

To date, NMC has not publicly
announced an asking price for the land,
and the state has not indicated it would
be willing to sign onto the Protection
Purchase.

Considering the uncertainty sur-
rounding the sale and NMC’s actual
abandonment of its mining plans,
GLIFWC will continue its work in
monitoring the permit process, accord-
ing to GLIFWC Policy Analyst Ann
McCammon Soltis. “We’re not count-
ing any chicks before they’re hatched,”
says Soltis, who works closely with the
GLIFWC satellite office in Madison on
mine issues which could negatively
impact the Mole Lake Sokaogon, a
GLIFWC member tribe.
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Giizhik (northern white cedar)
in the ceded territories

Odanah, Wis.—During the past two years, staff from Great Lakes Indian
Fish & Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) implemented a project, funded by the
Administration for Native Americans, designed to integrate Anishinaabe tradi-
tional ecological knowledge and western scientific knowledge focusing on the

medicinal uses of giizhik. Specifically, elders described fourteen uses for giizhik
waatigwaan (boughs), two uses for giizhik nagek (bark), and twenty-four uses for
giizhik misan (wood).

Uses range from snowshoes to ceremonial smudge. The importance of this

non-medicinal uses of

tree in the daily lives of the Anishinaabe led tribal leaders to raise concerns

UsEs oF and threats to wild regarding its current and future status within the ceded territories.
Giizix Misan TrieaL ELDER MewmeenR Trise plants within the The geographical range of giizhik extends from southeastern Canada to
Canoes orboats | Harold Crowe Bad River cedcq territories  northeastern United States and west through the Great Lake states, with additional
Joe M. Rose Bad River (Mazina’igan,Spring  isolated stands occurring in the Appalachian Mountains. Though often growing in
Helen Smith Lac Vieux Desert| 2001). cool swamps, giizhik may also be found on drier limestone uplands and old fields
- As part of this  (Johnson 1990)
Canoe or Cl e Crowe Bad River . . " S .
boat paddles M:ﬁi{f L. Be?;e Fond ciu Lac project, GLIFWC During the intensive timber harvest period of the late 1800’s, loggers tended
Helen Smith Lac Vieux Desert| Staff examined the to avoid the swamps supporting giizhik (Bourdo Jr. 1983). Nevertheless, today, -
Charles McGeshick | Sokaogon cultural importance, only 5% of the original swamps in the Great Lakes region remain intact (Frehlich
Myra J. Pitts Sokaogon ecology, andstatusof  1995).
Joseph Duffy Red CIliff giizhik (northern Recent populations trends may be assessed through a program sponsored and
Ricing knockers | Joo M. Rose Bad River white ced.ar, Thuja 1mp1emeqted by the USDA Forest Sprwce cgﬂled Forest 1nantory and Analysis
(sticks) Harold Crowe Bad River occu.z'entahs) atree  (FIA). This program entails repeated inventories of the nation’s forests through the
Daryorld Blanketter {Fond du Lac consideredby the An-  monitoring of permanent plots. o o
Marylyn Carpenter | Fond du Lac ishinaabe to be sacred. Review of the FIA data gathered within the ceded territories over the last two
William Houle Fond du Lac This article provides  decades revealed that northern Michigan, followed by northern Wisconsin, sup-
Mary E. Davis Fond du Lac a summary of the re-  ports more giizhikag (cedar trees), while northern Minnesota supports consider-
John Dupruis Sr. Fond du Lac. sulting document. ably fewer giizhikag. This conclusion was anticipated, given that Michigan
Dorothy Yadon Fond du Lac Through inter- provides the niore favorable climatic and soil conditions for giizhik.
Ferdinand Martineau | Fond du Lac views with tribal el- Overall giizhik abundance, since the late 1970’s, has decreased in northern
g?oNgn\;lfmgmw Egn%idli’ﬂlLacbe ders, GLIFWC staff Michigan and increased in northern Minnesota and Wisconsin. In Michigan, the
N70s e;gh T. Chosa n Lag dﬁ P’lgb eiﬁ documented 40 non-  overall population decrease appears (o be the result of fewer small and medium
May Jameson Lac Vieux Desert| [sms o Gz ;1::;1 trees, with a slight increase in large sized
Raymond Smith Jr. |Lac Vieux Desert :
ChZﬂeS McGeshick {Sokaogon WAATIGWAAN TriBaL ELDER MemeeR TRIBE In Minnesota and Wisconsin, a sharp rise in
Robert VanZile Sokaogon Tea Rebecca Munz Bay Mills the number of small trees appears to account for
Myra J. Pitts Sokaogon Sylvia Cloud Bad River an overall population increase. In both states, the
Ruth Holmes St. Croix Joe M. Rose Bad River number of large trees increased only slightly. The
- Ruth Wise Baker Fond du Lac number of medium sized trees stayed relatively
Ricing push poles | Dorothy Yadon Fond du Lac . . . .
John Dupruis Sr. Fond du Lac ?a?na{:;lﬁf;lgr ﬁflllfi fil:;i-;ac cS:_onsta.nt in Minnesota and decreased in Wiscon-
Daryorld Blanketter |Fond du Lac E : 1.
rank Montano Red Cliff The i S oo : :

- ¢ increases in giizhik abundance in Min-
Splglots for ies Ngrthr.“p ll::(’“g gu Il:ac Bedding & Ruth I. Antone Lac Vieux Desert| nesota and Wisconsin offer hope for improving
maplc tapping c‘:;]y Abi:;’fwski lelll q d‘& L:g floor covering  |Helen Smith Lac Vieux Desert| population trends. However, the decreases in

Geraldine L. Defoe |Fond du Lac Hair rinse Margaret Ojibway | Fond du Lac M_1ch1ga_n counter this optimism, partlculax"!y Since
David White Fond du Lac - - this state supports the greatest numberof giizhikag
Charles Ackley Sokaooon Ceremonial Robert Powless Sr, | Bad River within the ceded territories.
L= . . .
Dee M. Bainbridge | Red CIiff Smudge Myrtle Soukkala | Fond du Lac Tribal elders identified a nuinber of poten-
& Marylyn C Fond du L - b -
Joseph Duffy Red Cliff pe ary YHE a\;}gerﬁter on q d“ ac tial threats to giizhik abundance. Clearcutting and
Elder St. Croix Ggiglré?ne' Delf{:)e Eg: 4 J‘ulf:c exploitative timber harvest ranked as the most
Paddles for Harold Crowe Bad River Carl Ambromowski | Fond du Lac commonly voiced tl']reat. Tribal elders noted their
stirring maple sap | Ferdinand Martineau | Fond du Lac Frank Montano Red Cliff f:once':}'ns'that azaadi (aqun) appears to be replac-
Phyllis Stott Fond du Lac Myra J. Pitts Bad River ing ggﬁgllk Zﬁter CleaI}?uttlcrll%}-l lack of ul
- - - ers also mentioned the lack ol respectiu
Cradle boards Alvina Tiessen Fond du Lac Incense Joe M. Rose Bad River gathering and use as a threat. They explained that
May Jameson Lac Vieux Desert Dorothy Polar Sokaogon a2 “oift” will di : :
- e gift” will disappear if not appreciated and
Myra J. Pitts Sckaogon Frank Montano Red Cliff utilized. Thus, tribal elders support the non-ex-
Drums Elder Lac du Flambeau | | Medicine lodge  [Helen Smith Lac Vieux Desert| ploitative harvest of giizhik.
Toboggans & sleds Elder Mille Lacs covering Ruth J. Antone Lac Vieux Desert Other threats identified by tribal elders in-
- _ Talisman Elmer ], LeBlanc | Bay Mills clude urban development, disease, pollution (air
Snowshoe frames ] John Dupruis Sr. Fond du Lac Frank Montano Red Cliff and water), modified waterways (e.g., dams and
See Northern white cedar, page 18
Snow boards Elder Sokaogon Insect repellent  |Corrine E. Wick | Fond du Lac fr - P28 M)
Baskets George W. Brown Jr.| Lac du Flambeau Ruth J. Antone Lac Vieux Desert HEEATS o T E T EMBER
Dorothy Polar Sokaogon Charles Ackley Fond du Lac IZHIK RiBaL ELDER RIBE
Fish decoys & Joe M. Rose Bad River Washing body & |Linda Houle Fond du Lac Clearcutting N{argaret O_Ell)way Fond d.lilLaC
other carvings Helen Smith Lac Vieux Desert| | household objects | Betty M. Torgerud | St. Croix }5 m;rr I[:mLe anc an dI\/‘I; i
Ruth J. Antone Lac Vieux Desert| ["3: “frach 1m Northrup ond du Lac
ir freshener John Wood Fond du Lac Constance T. Lang | Sokaogon
Poles to set Joseph Duffy Red Cliff Frank Montano St. Croix Loretta H. Dietzler | Sokaogon
fish nets under ice Prevent maple sap | Ferdinand Martineau| Fond du Lac %;:ena}f?\dsaé%se Iﬁd;g;];‘?::
Tanning hides | Sylvia Cloud Bad River boil over Linda Houle Fond du Lac P
Smoking hides | William Houle Fond du Lac Courting Elder Sokaogon Logging f,f’yr“;[}e Eitfsvmk §gﬁ§o‘§;§“
Ruth J: Antone Lac Vi‘?ux Desert| I wreaths & Marylyn Carpenter | Fond du Lac John L: Thomas St. Croix
Madeline Shreyer | Red Cliff other decorations |Norma Graves Fond du Lac Lack of respect | Corrine E. Wick | Fond du Lac
Eating utensils George W. Brown | Lac du Flambeau ]E-ilj'gg Defoe lgglﬁgodgl;r];alc & knowledge | Olaf Johnson St. Croix
Arrows Elder Sokaogon Dorothy Polar Sokaogon Qrt Tail\rfl[te{} o ]§C1?*
2 oger McGeshic okaogon
Flutes Frank Montano Red Cliff Cash crop Elder Bad River — = £ TIoBI = Mg'll
- roan mer ). Lebianc a 1118
Fumniture Myrtle Soukkala Fond du Lac Linda Houle Fond du Lac development Y
Betty Kegg Fond du Lac P
Tip-ups Helen Smith Lac Vieux Deert Fungus Leonard Sam Mille Lacs
Charles McGeshick {Sokaogon
Uses oF Giiznik Pollution Hildreth Thomas | St. Croix
Yokes Harold Crowe Bad River NAGEK TrisaL ELDER MEemBER TRIBE
Clarence Crowe Bad River - - Modified Ruth M. Holmes | St. Croix
Lodge covering | Joe M. Rose Bad River waterways
Kindling Ruth J. Antone Lac Vieux Desert Robert VanZile Sokaogon -
Charles McGeshick | Sokaogon Insect repellant Harold Crowe Bad River Lackof Joseph Duffy Red Clift
* regeneration
Fence posts Elder Bad River Bedding - £ -
Lac Courte Oreilles
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Bizhibayaash

Celebrating the Circle of Flight

By Peter David
GLIFWC Wildlife Biologist

; Odanah, Wis.—Ducks, geese and
 swans have long provided a critical
' source of protein to Native American
subsistence harvesters.

From spring egg gathering on the
coast of Hudson Bay, to winter hunting
in the coastal marshes of the Gulf of
Mexico, waterfow] from the area that
biologists now call the Mississippi Fly-
way have historically given themselves
to their human brothers.

And here in the ceded territory,
ducks and humans also both shared a
great dependancy on another gift of the
Creator: manoomin, or wild rice.

Rich and productive places, the
wetlands that support wild rice and wa-
terfow] hold a trove of other gifts as
well. Muskrats, beaver, artowleaf, wa-
ter lilies, various fish and a myriad of
other species yielded food, clothing,
and medicines throughout the year. Itis
little wonder that the OQjibwe never
viewed wetlands as wastelands, the way
many later European settlers did.

It is a well-wom ecological verse
that the years have not been kind to
wetlands. Since European settlement,

great portions of the North American
landscape have seen their wetlands
drained, dammed or degraded. Figures
like 40%, 50% and even 90% are used
to describe wetland loss in midwestern
states. Gone with these habitats are the
coots, rails, herons, and frogs—just to
scratch the surface—that depended upon
them.

More than a decade ago, a group of
tribal biologists, spearheaded by Bob
Jackson of the Minneapolis Area Of-
fice of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), came together to see if some-
thing couldn’t be done about these
losses. Although the need for wetland
conservation had finally become well
understood by the public, and large
efforts were underway to reverse the
trends in wetland abundance, funding
dollars tended to dry up like a tiled
wetland near the boundaries of the res-
ervations.

Jackson pulled tribal representa-
tives together to assess their needs and
opportunities, and assembled them into
a document that became titled
Bizhibayaash—the Circle of Flight
{COF), reflecting both the migrations
of these species and the circular con-
cepts of life inherent in the Ojibwe life
view. Then the work began to build the

political support necessary to take this
model and make it a reality.

Undeterred by two years’ effort
without success, Jackson and the tribes
persisted. Then, in 1991, the Circle of
Flight changed from a concept to a
program with an initial dedication of
federal funding. Now it was time to go
to work.

And over the last decade, tribes in
the Minneapolis Region of the BIA
have done just that, both on the reserva-
tions and at significant off-reservation
sites in the ceded territory. Since that
initial year, the Circle of Flight pro-
gram has distributed 6.7 million dollars
to 31 reservations and three inter-tribal
organizations for wetland and water-
fowl related work.

These dollars have been leveraged
with other federal, state, private and
tribal funding at a ratio of nearly 3:1, to
restore or enhance 60,000 acres of wet-
lands, establish or enhance over 6,000
acres of grassland and prairie nesting
cover, install thousands of nesting struc-
tures, and seed 150,000 pounds of wild rice.

And in the course of restoring wet-
lands, it has restored relationships as
well. New and renewed relationships
with state and federal agencies and pri-
vate groups like Ducks Unlimited, The

Nature Conservancy and Minnesota
Waterfowl Association have developed
as partners came together to tackle prob-
lems with a shared concern.

For the Great Lakes Indian Fish &
Wildlife Comrnission (GLIFWC) these
partnerships have helped GLIFWC con-
tribute to a wide range of ceded territory
endeavors, including development of
the Bill Cross Rapids and Bluegill Creek
Impoundments; restoration of the Hiles
Millpond and Wilson Flowages; and
renovations on the Coyote, Wildcat
Creek, Spring Creek and Chippanazia
flowages. It also drives the highly co-
operative, interagency effort to restore
wild rice in the ceded territory.

Although the list of successes has
become a long one, much work still
remains to be done. And in the face of
declining budgets and economic down-
turns, the future of the Circle of Flight
is tenuous.

Although small by federal pro-
gram standards, funding for the COF is
in danger of being eliminated. Tribal
resource managers are having to divert
their attention from restoring wetlands
to restoring funding, a struggle which
may become as much of a yearly event
as manoomin’s struggle to produce its
annual crop.

Tribal hatcheries release over
85 million fish into both on and
off-reservation waters in 2001

Brook
Brown
- Lake |Largemouth | Whitefish/ |Rainbow | Lake White

Tribe Fry Sturgeon Bass Tullibee | Trout** Trout Sucker Total
Hatchery/Rearing
Component
Bad River 8,000,000 40,000 8,040,000
Grand Portage 54,153 54,153
Keweenaw Bay 103,000 | 101,000 204,000
Lac Courte Oreilles 4,700,000 1,300 2,500 4,703,800
Lac dun Flambean 14,572,000 364,461 513,000 1,000 13,100 15,000,000 30,463,561
Lac Vienx Desert 0
Little Traverse 10,000 10,000
Leech Lake 7,213,150 64,772 187,813 297,500 7,763,235
Menominee 370,000 139,000 22,108 531,108
Mole Lake 400,000 400,000
Red Ciiff 350,000 2,132 120 i 232,981 585,233
Red Lake 31,500,000 #s= 5,000 10,000 3,500 * 31,518,500
Sauit Ste. Marie 313,696 313,696
St. Croix 428,567 152,960 581,527
White Earth 109,425 18,600 128,025
TOTALS 67,643,142 1,083,321 513,000 3,500 40,828 10,000 187,813 406,734 | 111,000 | 15,297,500 85,296,838

*Fish produced or obtained by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
***Cooperative stocking with Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

**Total number of one or combination of trout species
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Cultures clash

at Lac du Flambeau
in The Walleye War

Nesper authors in-depth look at spearfishing in the late 1980s

By Charlie Otto Rasmussen
Staff Writer

Little more than fifteen years ago a fault
line cracked northern Wisconsin communi-
ties wide open and sent shock waves across
the state. The fissure divided many non-
Indian residents from Qjibwe people who
had recently began exercising court-protected
rights to hunt and fish off-reservation. Un-
happy, confused, and misinformed, some
white residents angrily protested Gjibwe
spearfishing while others came to the sup-
port of the tribal members.

If there was an epicenter to this phe-
nomenon—where communities were torn
from within and without, and in-your-face
racism flowed unabashedly—it was prob-
ably the Lac du Flambeau region. Beginning
in the late 1980s, Larry Nesper began docu-
menting the struggle of the Lac du Flambeau
Ojibwetoexercise harvestrights their ances-
tors reserved in 19* century treaties with the
United States. Nesper’s ethnographic study
became the foundation for his new book, The

_Hwﬁv ES?&R

Fall release scheduled
for new GLIFWC
publication

A new book published by the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife
Commission Press is scheduled for release this fall. Ojibwe Journeys:
Treaties, Sandy Lake, and the Waabanong Runby Charlie Otto Rasmussen
explores key events in the history of Qjibwe people in the greater Lake
Superior region.

Soon after Ojibwe leaders negotiated treaties with the United States
in the mid-1800s, tribal members embarked on a journey to maintain their
reserved rights to natural resources.

Through traditions that include distance running, spiritual living,
and a developing legal prowess, Ojibwe people have stru ggled against
formidable governments and anti-Indian groups.

Ojibwe fourneys includes rare historical photos, color images and
maps, an explanation of treaty rights fundamentals, and an intimate look
into the lives of some Ojibwe people today.

New CD available
from GLIFWC

Non-medicinal Plants
Used by the Great Lakes Ojibwe

A CD produced by GLIFWC about non-medicinal plants in the
Great Lakes region will be available for sale to the general public in
September 2002.

The result of meetings with elders from the 11 member GLIFWC
tribes, the CD identifies non-medicinal uses of plants gathered by the
Great Lakes Ojibwe, such as wild bergamot used as a hair rinse and
conditioner, elderberry juice used as lipstick when mixed with tallow, or

Walleye War: The Struggle for Ojibwe
Spearfishing and Treaty Rights.

Drawing from the work of anthropolo-
gists, contemporary sources and his own
observations, Nesper aptly tells a story of
how tribal members responded to the as-
saults of anti-Indian protestors. Pressured by
local white citizens and the state govern-
ment, Lac du Flambeau’s membership was
split between negotiation and standing by
their reserved rights.

Nesper traces the reemergence of the
ogichidaa, or warrior, class that advocated
traditional Ojibwe practices and refused to
bow before opponents of off-reservation
spearfishing. Tom Mauison, Chairman of

Voigt Intertribal Task Force, factors prori-
nently in the narrative as the “modern war
chief” of the Lac du Flambeau Ojibwe during
the late 1980s and early nineties.

Nesper’s finest writing appears in Chap-
ter 1, “Cultural Topography and Spearfish-
ing,” where he guidesreaders on atour of Lac
du Flambeau as he knew it a decade ago.
Readers familiar with the area will recognize
local landmarks and perhaps some of the
tribal members Nesper weaves through the
narrative.

Through a mix of descriptive language
and dialogue he shares an intimate look at a
few Lac du Flambeau spearfishers, expertly
converting human subtleties like physical

cattail used as a food.

The CD includes the complete database of 585 pages and includes
breakdown summaries that identify specific uses of plants. It also
includes transcriptions of meetings with the elders, a seasonal harvest
calendar, and a plant listing that includes links to photographs of most
plants. There are also five video clips of elders talking about specific uses
of different plants.

Set up as an auto run, the CD opens up automatically to the Table
of Contents when placed in your computer. With the established links
and bookmarks throughout the information in the CD, it is user friendly.
Utilizing Adobe Acrobat Reader to access, it will even self-install the
necessary software if isn’t all ready on your system.

The CD is $12.00, which includes postage. To order, contact
GLIFWC’s Public Information Office at P.O. Box 9, Odanah, Wisconsin
54861; email: pio@glifwc.org or phone (715) 682-6619, ext. 108.

GLIFWC’s Board of Commissioners and gestures and speech into text.

“Wisconsin Indians”
revised & expanded

Wisconsin Indians, the classic, best-selling short history of federal Indian
policy and its effects on American Indians living in Wisconsin, was recently
published by the Wisconsin Historical Society Press in a revised and expanded
edition. Nancy Qestreich Lurie, Milwaukee Public Museum curator emerita of
anthropology and prolific author, thoroughly updated her seminal work, which
introduces the history of Indian affairs from the founding of the United States to
the beginning of the 21st century.

Francis Paul Prucha, Marquette University professor emeritus of history and
author of many books, notes in the foreword, “Today’s Americans who aren’t
Indians need to gain more than a passing acquaintance with the Indians in their
midst. They must learn to know the tribal people who share American citizenship
but who, as well, struggle to preserve their original cultural values and special legal
rights.”

Lurie notes in the preface “Wisconsin continues to offer an unusual opportu-
nity to understand the national Indian picture. Over the years the state has served
as a kind of national laboratory for most of the government’s policies and
programs, while at the same time Wisconsin Indian tribes and organizations have
exemplified and sometimes led in new developments to improve the lives of Indian
people.”

Regarding the benefits of gaming on Indian life, Lurie notes, *Gaming
provides new employment opportunities and supports programs that can begin
addressing old problems of substandard living conditions regarding health, hous-
ing, welfare, and education on the reservations. It is of particular interest that
almost as soon as gaming began, tribes also earmarked funds for cultural activities,
language programs, tribal archives and museums, and land acquisition.”

The new edition reflects current scholarship asittraces federal policy frorn the
treaty-making era to the rise of tribal activism in the 1960s to the profound changes
brought about by Indian gaming. Other updates include new photos and the
foreword by noted historian Francis Paul Prucha.

Waasaa Inaabidaa:
We Look in All Directions

(continued from page 14)
1900s with the advent of Indian gaming. Gaming provided economic self-
sufficiency previously unknown to many Ojibwe tribes.

Although success of tribal gaming ventures varies from tribe to tribe, it
provides a significant economic boon to tribal and surrounding communities.
Despite success in the business world, Ojibwe continue torelate to a traditional way
of life.and continue to hunt, fish, and gather rice.

Waasa Inaabidaa: We Look in All Directions
By Thomas Peacock and Marlene Wisuri

Produced as a companion volume to the video series and written by Thomas
Peacock, Fond du Lac tribal member and associate professor of education at the
University of Minnesota-Duluth, the book follows the same themes as the video
series.

Peacock relates the story of Ojibwe lifeways, struggle, survival and renais-
sance in a very personal manner. While producing a comprehensive historical
overview of Ojibwe history spanning 500 years, he weaves much of his own
history, experiences and humor into the text, beginning and ending each section
with a personal story. This makes the text enjoyable, intimate and very
readable.

As Peacock states in the book, “My representation of the history of Ojibwe
education will always contain some of my own story because I am OGjibwe. I am part
of the story. Moreover, I am forever reminded of our indebtedness to our ancestors,
grandparents, great grandparents and the people before them, who endured and
survived a horrifying period of history so we could be here today, still proud of who
we are, still strong in our ways.”

Marlene Wisuri succeeded in enhancing the text with diverse images, includ-
ing beautiful artwork, historical and contemporary photos, and illustrations.

Waasa Inaabidaa: We Look in All Directions is a truly enjoyable read and a
great resource.
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Dagwaagin—It is Fall

Ani-dagwaaging, megwaayaak bimose, nindede. Jekaakwa’am.
Oganawaabandaan. Oganawaabamaan iniw mitigoon.
Oganawaabamaan iniw bineshiiyan. Gaye, nindaanikeshkawaa.
Ninjekaakwa’aam. Ninganawaabandaan. Ninganawaabamaag ingiw
mitigoog. Ninganawaabamaag ingiw bineshiiyag. Nimbizindaamin.

(Coming up to when it is fall, in the woods he walks, my father.
He goes into the woods. He watches for things. He watches those trees. He
watches those birds. Also i follow him in his steps. | go into the woods. |
watch for things. | watch those trees. | watch those birds. We listen.)

— OJIBWEMOWIN ii7h— Circle the 10 underlined Ojibwe words in the
BeZhlg 1 (Ojibwe Language) Niizh—2 letter maze. (Translations below)
. , i i iishkaa.
Double vowel system of writing Ojibwemowin. A. Megwaayaak, dakise dash bishagiishkaa
A—LQ_HQ VOYveflSj[hAA, E, Il, 00 B. Agawaateshin i'iw mayagi-bine awedi.
aniin-as in father
Awedi-as in jay C. Diindiisiwag noondaagoziwag giiwedinong.
Wiigwaas—as in seen A N A
Mitigoog—as in moon D. Gijigijigaaneshii 'iw. Namadabi
—Short vowels: A, |, O Z G C MWM imaa azaadiing.
Idash-as in about Four Verb Types |, , , |, | £ s o
Imaa-as in tin COOL root verbs E. Ininaatigoog miskoziwag.
Qzaawizi-as in only G AL S/he verbs. A MKU DU RGTD T Vg;g;\iﬁg?;?gl_thm
—A glottal stop is a Dakisc—She/He is cool.
voiceless nasal sound Nindakise—I am cool. bt @ o A WN I M F. Niwaabamaa
asin A'aw. Ty T mitigominzh
TI—*Tt is” verbs. I T N A M A D A B | igomi!
. Dakisemagad—It is cool. agidaaki.
—Respectfully enfist . /Il I € H P A K U G L B
an elder for help TI—"“To it” verbs. G. Mitigoog idash
in pronunciation Dakisidoon—Set it to cool! N G I B V Y DI F Y K bineshiiyag
and dialect Nindakisidoon—I set “it,” something inanimate to maamawi.
differences. cool. G OWI M A A A W |
VTA—"“To him/her” verbs.
Dakishim!—Set him/her to cool! NOoONDAAGOZI Z
Nindakishmaa.—I set someone animate to cool.|x G E E J K D K 1| S E
(bakwezhigan—bread is animate.)
Niswi—3 ; ) Niiwin—4
3 Ni
IKIDOWIN 4 Verb Types
ODAMINOWIN Waabi.—S/he sees. Ni...aan
(word play) Niwaab.—I see.
Down: Waabandan!—See it! .
. Niwaabandaan.—I see it. Ni...aa
1. Trees. 6 Waabam!—See him/her!
. Niwaabamaa.—1I see him/her.
2. Birds. Nitaawigi.—S/he grows up.
Nitaawigin.—It is growing up.
3. S/he walks. - Nitaawigitoon.—Make it grow!
6. Verb, Transitive, 8 Nitaawigi’.—Make someone grow!
Animate translates to Goojitoon! Try it!
To him/her” verbs. 9 Translation below. 1. waabam ’iw
8. Verb, Intransitive, Animate wiigobaatig imaa.
translates to “He/She...” verbs. 5. Waabang wii-waabi dash
ACross: ______wii-waab.
4. Bluejay. 3. nitaawigi’ apakwanagemag.
5. My father. 4. Lindsay nitaawigi dash _____ nitaawigi.
;' 2; :e Is cool. 5. waaband_____, Gichi-ziibi waabanong.
. e Sees. )

Translations:
Niizh—2 A. In the woods it is cool and darkened. B. She is in the shadow that strange partridge (a pheasant over there). C. Bluejays
make a characteristic call fo the north. D. That is a chickadee. S/he sits there in the poplar (aspen) tree.  E. Sugar maple trees are red.
Birch trees are yellow. F. | see him/her an oak tree on top of a hill. G. Trees and birds together.
Niswi—3 Down: 1. Mitigoog. 2. Bineshiiyag. 3. Bimose. 6. VTA. 8. VIA. Across: 4. Diindiisi. 5. Nindede. 7. Dakise. 9. Waabi.
Niiwin—4 1. I see him/her that basswood tree there. 2. In the morning, at dawn, she will see and I will see. 3. I make him/her grow (plant
him/her) norway pine. 4. Lindsay grows up and I grow up. 5. I see it, the Great River to the east.
There are various Qjibwe dialects; check for correct usage in your area. Note that the English transiation will lose its natural flow as

in any foreign language translation.

This may be reproduced for classroom use only. All other uses by author's written permission. All inquiries can be made to
MAZINA'IGAN, P.O. Box 9, Odanah, Wi 54861.
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Fisheries interns weather Lake Superior

and help
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weighwhitefish on atreaty commercial fisherman’s boat in Houghton, Michigan.
They also took scale samples for ageing.

Great Lakes fisheries interns
experience variety of fieldwork

Whether they were out on the Bad River orriding the waves of Lake Superior,
the Great Lakes fisheries interns were having fun and learning a lot. This summer,
the Great Lakes fisheries section welcomed two interns, Carrie Cannon and Jodi
Berg, to their staff. The two spent a lot of time in the field working and gaiing
experience in a subject that is relevant to their future careers.

For Cannon and Berg, the chance to do a variety of fieldwork and get hands-
on experience in several areas has proved to be both fun and educational. Among
their job duties was sea lamprey control. This consisted of trapping lamprey,
primarily along the Bad River as well as the Amnicon and Middle Rivers in May
and June and recording data.

The interns also helped in sturgeon tagging and measurements. They set
juvenile sturgeon nets and collected data from the fish gathered. Another duty was
the monitoring of commercial fisheries. This included weighing and measuring
fish from treaty, commercial fishermen as well as collecting samplg scales and
otoliths. The scales and otoliths are used to age the fish and provide additional data.

Cannon said she enjoyed the job’s versatility. “We get todoa variety of things.
We get to go on the Bad River, Lake Superior; we get exposed to a lot,” Cannon
said. This exposure has definitely been helpful for someone who aspires to make
a career out of wildlife or fisheries biology.

Cannon said she plans to go to graduate school, but the internship with
GLIFWC offers a preview to what is ahead. “I hope to work for a tribal government
one day,” Cannon said. GLIFWC’s work with tribal matters and representation of
tribes is a unique aspect that interested her and is directly related to what she would
ideally like to do for a career,

A Kiowa tribal member, Cannon is originally from Eugene, Oregon. Al-
though she is far from home, the NC sophomore has been enjoying the new
experience.

At NC, Cannon majors in natural resources and has a minor in Native
American studies. Cannon heard about the internship through an NC campus e-
mail. Some friends and professors encouraged her to apply for it and shortly
thereafter she had the job. “I thought it would be awesome to do outdoor stuff with
fish and wildlife,” Cannon said.

A recommendation from a friend who had previously interned for GLIFWC
and enjoyed the experience introduced Berg to the idea. But what sold her, perhaps,
was a GLIFWC booth at NC’s career day. She said the booth, as well as a talk with
Great Lakes Fisheries Technician Mike Plucinski helped in her decision.

Berg, whose hometown is Milford, Michigan, will be entering her senior year
at NC, where she is majoring in biology and natural resources. She said her
emphasis is on fish and wildlife biology, and she is considering a chemistry minor.
So her work with GLIFWC is something she sees as beneficial and helpful to her
future career.

“It’s a really good experience because I would like to continue working out
in the field,” Berg said. “I want to go into wildlife, and this gives me a sense of how
it all works and what it is all about.” Her favorite part of the internship has indeed
been all the fieldwork. “My favorite part is the fact that it is field work,” Berg said.
“And playing with the juvenile sturgeon; they’re really cute.”

While her love for camping and outdoor sports such as whitewater kayaking
and canoeing may have brought Berg to the northwoods, her time at GLIFWC has
taught her even more about the outdoors and also provided a good work experience.

Berg said she has enjoyed the experience as a whole. Not only is the fieldwork
fun and educational, but the environment at the office, when she is there, has been
positive. “Everyone around the office is really fun, nice and easy to work with,”
Berg said.

Sofor these two interns, it’s been a summer well spent. Not only did they have
a lot of fun doing fieldwork and getting to know their fellow employees, they also
got a variety of valuable field experience, which is sure to help them in their future
endeavors.

with number crunching

Number cruncher
finds internship to be
more than numbers

To many people at GLIFWC, being cooped up in an office may not sound as
appealing as being out in the field, but forinland fisheries intern, Kris Shannon, the
office is the best part of the job. “The air-conditioning in the office is the best perk,”
Shannon joked. While some were out in the blistering heat of summer collecting
data, Shannon was at her computer in the air-conditioned office, entering the data
from the field.

As aninland fisheries intern, Shannon’s primary job duty is entering data from
the Mille Lacs Walleye tagging study, conducted from April 23-May 7. She also
enters data from the juvenile walleye study on the same lake. It was conducted June
3-4, and that was one trip Shannon got to partake in.

“It was fun. I really enjoyed that,” Shannon said. “It was like getting paid to
go fishing, only we don’t get to keep the fish.” Shannon went on the electro-
. shocking boat and manned a dip
net. She also joined the Minne-
sota Department for Natural Re-
sources for a trip on the lake.

While the outdoor experi-
ence offered a refreshing break
from data entry, the computer is
where Shannonis at home. Shan-
non, whose hometown is Flint,
Michigan, is a Computer Infor-
mation Systems major at NC,
currently in the third of five years
there. She heard about the
GLIFWC internship through NC
Professor Joe Rose, whose son,
Joe Dan Rose works at GLIFWC.

Not only is Shannon getting
. college credit for the internship,
she is also making new acquaintances and enjoying an overall great experience.
“Everybody around the office is great,” Shannon said. “And we get to hangout after
work together. I've only had that at one other job.” She enjoys the casual
atmosphere around the office and the humor in the break room.

“She just jumped right into the work,” said Nick Milroy, Shannon’s supervi-
sor. “She wasn’tafraid to ask questions and that isa good way toleamn in an internship.”

Describing her job at GLIFWC, Shannon said, “They hand me data and I enter
it.” Butshe has learned more than simply how to enter data for the tagging studies.
The data entry has helped Shannon learn more about other computer programs and
companies. “You always, always like the first program you learn and it’s hard to
switch over,” she said. But her work with GLIFWC has broadened her horizons.
And she said the skills she has developed over the course of the internship will
definitely help her with possible future jobs.

Reflections continued

(Continued from page 20)

alot of softball throughout the course of the summer, once or twice a week. We won
some, lost some, but most importantly had fun doing it. We might not take the first
place trophy home, but I will take home and always remember those evening games
on the dusty field.

The next time I got out on the road was to work an information booth at a Fond
du Lac Health Fair. I carried all sorts of brochures, pamphlets, books, posters and
newspapers with me. Imanaged to get there just on time, despite getting lost on my
first trip over the Minnesota border. I set up a table with all the GLIFWC informa-
tion and an info board and got ready for the long haul. The fair lasted the majority
of the day. As I would later find out, some 900 people would walk past that booth
I'had set up. I got a lot of information out to people and had quite a few people sign
up for the newspaper. I talked to a lot of people, managed to answer questions,
although I myself was still learning about the Commission.

I got home later in the evening and got ready to head out again the next day.
This time it was to Lakes Fest at Lac du Flambeau—another long day, but success-
ful. Talked to even more people than the day before. I found I was actually able to
caty on some legitimate conversations with people asking questions. I was happy
with the day—my conversations, the way the info booth looked, the fact that black
skies had threatened to soak the entire event, but everyone stayed dry.

After driving two and a half, three hours each way to a destination, I wasn’t
staring at the empty bunk bed as long as I had on previous nights.

There would be a few other long trips in my summer. One took me to a pow-
wow at Red Cliff—an unrealistically hot day spent in the sun, but worth it, for the
dancing, ceremonies and, of course, fry bread. A couple of trips took me to Lac
Courte Oreilles to cover boating and ATV safety classes instructed by GLIFWC
wardens. Another day was spent on Long Lake with the wild rice interns—an entire
day in a canoe surveying wild rice beds, followed by a three-hour drive home. A
trip to Houghton, Michigan had me covering the siscowet assessment and follow-
ing the interns in their fieldwork—an incredible trip that took me out on Lake
Superior to set nets, momitor a commercial fishing boat and through the winding
roads of the beautiful copper country. But eventually it was back to the office. We
had a deadline coming up....
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Fish barrier in Iron River
trout

will protect native lake

By Bill Mattes, GLIFWC
Great Lakes Biologist

Brule, Wis.—The Orientadam on
the Iron River, Bayfield County, was
removed inthe fall of 2001 and replaced
with a lamprey and fish barrier (see
photo).

This project was carried cut by the
US Fish and Wildlife Service in coop-
cration with the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (WDNR). The
fish barrier will prevent upstream mi-
gration of all exotic fish species, includ-
ing sea lamprey.

Both native brook trout and the US
Fishand Wildlife Service-National Fish
Hatchery will be protected from risks
associated with upstream migration of
chinook salmon because the barrier will
not allow those fish to pass.

Chinook salmon are known to carry
bacterial kidney disease which is trans-
ferrable to brook trout and to lake trout.

Also, chinook may compete with
native trout prior to smolting (moving
from the stream into the Lake Superior).
Other fish species thought to compete

with native trout, such as the coho
salmon and rainbow trout, will also
remain blocked from upstream migra-
tton.

Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wild-
life Commission (GLIFWC) staff be-
gan monitoring the development of a
plan to remove the dam in 1994, after
the owner (then Northern States Power)
had filed a permit to abandon the dam
with the WDNR.

Initially, WDNR fisheries staff cir-
culated a document which outlined
opening the Iron River to anadromous
fish such as the chinook, coho, and
rainbow trout.

GLIFWC’s Lake Committee
passed a motion opposing the opemng
of the upstream portion of the Iron
River to anadromous fish in September
1994, after being informed of theissues
surrounding the removal of the Orienta
dam.

After that time, GLIFWC staff at-
tended meetings and public hearings to
provide written and verbal comments
per the Lake Comimittee motion and
followed the development of the barrier
design. '

Group meets on Bad River
rez to oppose Great Lakes

dredging

By Charlie Otto Rasmussen
Staff Writer

Odanah, Wis.—A study by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) to widen and deepen Great
Lakes shipping routes from Duluth,
Minn. to the Atlantic Ocean is causing
concern among some tribal members
and environmental groups.

Shoreline damage, fish and wild-
life habitat disruption, new introduc-
tions of exotic species, and poor water
quality are among the potential impacts,
said Jarrod Stone Dahl, a member of a
group formed on the Bad Riverreserva-
tion 1o increase public awareness about
the study.

“The Army Corps study has little
to say about problems associated with
this project. Everything focuses on posi-
tive, economic results,” said Dabhl.
“There isn’t a lot of awareness in the
community about this, and we hope to
have people come together to stop the
project from going forward.”

People are encouraged to attend an
informational meeting on August 26 at
Bad River’s Council Lodge near

Waverly Beach. A representative from
the coalition organization, Great Lakes
United, is scheduled to make a presen-
tation and answer questions.

Beginning in January 2001, the
USACE began a study on the feasibility
of making capital improvements to the
Great Lakes navigation system. Im-
provements like deepening locks and
shipping channels would make it pos-
sible for huge ocean-going carriers
called Panamax ships to penetrate the
Great Lakes basin.

“People are programmed to be-
lieve what they are told,” said tribal
member Tom Mattinas from Constance
Lake, Ontario. “This project is sup-
posed to have all these benefits; that’s
what we’re supposed to think, but you
can’t believe it.”

Dahl said the group is made up of
tribal members and Ashland-area resi-
dents, some of whom were involved in
recent events like “A Walk to Remem-
ber” and the “Migration Journey” which
drew attention to Lake Superior issues.

They have been meeting in a long
house near Bad River’s Waverly Beach
since early July. For more information
call (715)492-3229 or (715) 682-8825.
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The Orienta dam on the Iron River, Bay

Id County, Wisconsin was replace

with a fish barrier last fall. This barrier will prevent upstream migration of all
exolic fish species, including sea lamprey. (Photo by Ben Liesch)

GLIFWC crews find
plenty of lamprey
in tributary rivers

By Bill Mattes, GLIFWC
Great Lakes Biologist

Odanah, Wis.—Since 1986
GLIFWC has been cooperating with
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Sea
Lamprey Control (SLC) Program in
Marquette, Michigan to gather infor-
mation on adult sea lamprey ascending
various tributary streams of Lake Supe-
rior during their May-June spawning
Tun.

Together with information col-
lected by SLC and other agencies, these
data are part of an integrated and multi-
faceted approach, headed by the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission, to control
and reduce the lamprey population.
~ In early May, Mike Plucinski,
GLIFWC Great Lakes fisheries techni-
cian, and seasonal staff began building
a trail to the trapping site on the Bad
River.

A late season snow storm, fol-
lowed by a quick melt, floated bridges
builtalong the trail out of position, so an
additional few days were required to
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push, pull, and drag them back into
position and shore them up.

inthe Bad River, 952 adult spawn-
ing lamprey were captured. This is the
second largest catch since trapping be-
gan in 1986.

Other rivers monitored in Wiscon-
sin were the Amnicon and Middle Riv-
ers. Asinthe past three years, the Middle
River continues to have a large run of
lamprey. This year 2,045 were cap-
tured. Whereas the Amnicon River run
was 23 this year, which is a decrease
from the previous three years.

This fall biologists will crunch the
numbers from around Lake Superior to
determine if there is an increase in the
overall abundance of sea lamprey within
the basin.

In Michigan, Mark Pero and Nate
Bigboy were among the crew setting a
net in the Silver River. A net was also
setin the Firesteel River and traps in the
Misery River. Catches through the end
of June were 71 in the Firesteel and 159
in the Misery. No lamprey were caught
inthe Silver River. The Michigan streams
were monitored through mid-July.
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