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Little Spirit Moon
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Ice is Forming Moon
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Falling Leaves Moon
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Leaves Changing Color Moon
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Ricing Moon
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Time for Picking Strawberry Moon
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Flower Moon

aabita-niibino-giizis (July)
Half Way Through the Summer Moon
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Maple Sugar Moon
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namebini-giizis (February)
Sucker Moon
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onaabani-giizis (March)
Hard Crust on the Snow Moon
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Average spearing 
opener (1988-2017)

Hunting season opener 
(deer, bear, pheasant, 
grouse, turkey)

Season opener 
(bobcat, snowshoe hare 
and other small game)

Mazinibaganjigan is the art of making pictures or patterns on birch bark 
using careful bites of the teeth. The best bark for doing this is harvested in the 
spring and peeled apart into thin layers. One of the layers is folded—usually 
two or three, but sometimes up to 16 times—so that it can fit in the mouth. 
The artist then bites delicately to create a design that has been visualized in 
the mind. 

Birch bark biting is a pre-contact Ojibwe art form. In an oral history story 
shared by birch bark biter Awanigiizhik (Roderick) Bruce of the Turtle Mountain 
Ojibwe, he says he was told that birch bark biting was taught by the babies. 
“Small teething toys were made of paper birch and were filled with maple 
sugar. If the baby was sick, other medicines were added. When the babies 

would bite the toys, small indentations from their developing teeth were im-
parted onto the birch bark surface. The parents saw this and the art of birch 
bark biting was born.” 

Bitings may have been used to create hunting and fishing maps, or to pass 
on cultural and ceremonial knowledge between generations. Other sources 
describe the art as being used similar to wampum belts to commemorate ex-
changes between different groups.

Bruce was taught the practice and oral history of birch bark biting by 
Denise Lajimodiere, Turtle Mountain Ojibwe. The Ojibwe words on the bottom 
left translate to “I am eagle.” This image is also depicted on GLIFWC’s 2018 
poster. For additional copies of the calendar or poster contact lynn@glifwc.org. 
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