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Lac du Aambeau held an Informational meeting on spearing,
. havingpresent biologists, GLlFWC wardensand DNR wardens,

t,o prepare their trlbarmembers for the spearing season.

Schlender, Voigt Inter·trlbal Task Force Chairman. Lac
Courte Orellles; George Meyer, DNR Chief NegoUiator;
John Braich, DNRDirector. North Central Dlltrlct; Dave
Jacob~on, DNR Director, North Central District; Jim Ad·
dis, DNR, Chief of the Bureau of Flah Management.
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'85 'SPEARING' ·AG·'RE'E·M'E'··~··~'· :::.L',, '.'. . . . . . "1 ~::·A:_.':·· ~.

"MEANINGFUL" or ,8 "JOKE?'r=wi~V
SPEARING RULES i . SF.P 12 1985 ,:~":
1. J.akes. Spear only In the sl'·lakes designated by ~: I;: -.
your tribe or Inthe I.!'.~~~I !!~W:~X;~~gi~1¥"'::~lJ .,
other tribes. .' .~-~:,:;,.;. '.;-/.:; 'j:r ~.~ ..O.l· . '. ;. ~~'"
2. Season~Spear 'Only durlng.the seven.daY'"~~. - ;-1
designated f~r the specific .lake. . '" . ,.' .: ," ':'.. -.; ~ -
3. landings. If you use an off·reservatlon landing It , :'.li ~

h~s to be one deslgnateC:' by.the tribe.. . .' .s.:.. h .
4. Hours. Spearing Is permitted'dusk to dawn only.·.j I .
5. Streams and refuges. No spearing Is permitted In , -';- ~:,-
any streams ~nd' refuges. . . . ." . \
6. Inlets and outlets. Spearing Is anow~d 'In the, ' -;·t:.

. Inlets and outlets of designated la~es; 'Iook for the . . j . '
markers showing where the Inlet or outlet'ends and . ;"

Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Chairman, Dr. thestreambeglns... . ....~ ..:' ....." .. :.. : ·-:-."it-
Richard St. Germaine, called the spearing agree· 7. Miscellaneous. Live bait, waste,' taking 'of .. ~ '_ L. ,1__
ment "ridiculous," stating that the' restrictions, .endangered or threatened fish," use of polsdn ·9r· ,2 ._~ \l

especielly on size IIm~t were impractical. "It Is clear explosives, Is prohibited. You.must:have 8 td~al10 ' '. :..~ .~. '1: ~
thatthe DNR Is making a mockery out of the whole with you, and. you must cooperate with:the cr~el· .'.. ' .. Jl::
process," he said. St. Germaine felt that asking census. !=Ie~ks and. Wit~, state, . loC:~I:·. ~n~ ...t,i'i,~J..::._. ~_~~3X~!

~~~;~~sa~~;~~~~~: t~ee~~::~ O~~~el~~~~~~;.sT~~ lac du Flambeau Voigt Task i=orc~ Represen~ ~.a:~n:~ds~e Umlt~~. '., ' ':. ~- ." <~-: -' --; -.':~,~ ~ ~' :.' ,~.~:' .' .~. :..,,J t~
exercise of treaty fishhig .and hunting, he says, is tative, Tom Maulson, also called the. size limit 'Walleye: 20 per night, 20" maX~mum::' :', . ;:.... ." '11- ,
overrestrlcted to the point that actual exercise restriction' "unreaL" He said the opposition shown Note: One walleye of the 20 can be ouer20":f;m the ';:.' ...~:.
becomes a joke. Overrestrlctlon, plus rumors of by tribal members to the spearing agreement as Chippewa or· Flambeau Flowages,. tWo walleye can '.' :<,.>
violence, St. Germaine says,' have ~R~co':ira.gedLac reflected' in the 1t 1. tc? 129 vote to ratify, was In· be over 20". ::"::'~:.,~~:.::;~:. . ' __ .' ,.j;',
Courte Oreilles from exercising off·reservation dicative of trlb.al members protesting over~ MuskY: 1 per nlght,noslze 1l~lt; ",:: :.'<.:<:/ , .:..·.·f·'
spearing rights.' restrictive limitations. Maulson says· the number of. Bass: 10 per night, no slzellmi.t.·· :.,~:;;: ';,': ;;-'.:< ' 1~;

citations being Iss~ed to spearing tribal members, Note: Bag limit is for all species in aggregate., ':': ,,: .. :' .... >:j: .
Restrictions In the spearing agreement seemed almost entirely on the size limit, was pr~dlctable. . Lake·Trout: 4 per night;· no size limit;: ".:' . :. _ --' ,'_~.;!:"

to be the major complaint among the tribes, with Despite problems with harassment on lake ' Sturgeon: 1 per season, no .slze Jlml~~ :/, /: .. ':: '.~' -,:>
the exception of Red Cliff. Mole Lake's Tribal Chair· McKenzie, St. Croix's Tribal Chairman, Eugene. 9. Sturgeon". Any' stlJrgeon't8J<enmt.lst be ~a9gea. :~: .... i~ .
man, Arlyn Ackley, said several of his tribal . ,Taylor, feels the'agreemel\t Is ~~workable." He feels . Call Y()ur conserv~lon. department.~:' c :,;:' :0::>'::<' •~. ':.~ '.', <, :' ~:.:·'~1,:;
members were picked up for'havlng fish 1/8 and there is a tendency on 'both parts, theno~lndlan 10. Penalties. $om~ vlol~tlons~.l1k~Jlshing,on:a/<""'<,1:;
1110 Inch overthe 20"slze limit. The 20" size limit public and the tribes, to o;verreact to prove a'PQlnt. refuge. can lel!'!!.topro~ution'lnstatecourras.w~1l.: "-;"~:-;"
"isn't realistic,'" he said, and consequently the 'Taylor doe~ not v~w.th~a..9reementas being over· as tribal court.- Flshlrig In:streams and'.~atchlng-:·~"...·"~:.,.:.
number of violations compound. restrictive, howe,,~r, he does feel that limitations reo' 'double or' mo~' th,f'b8g Jlmtt .carry' mlrilin~Rf ," '.' ,.

Ackley also commented on the l)arassment qui ring a reduced bag but allowing discretion on forfeitureS:' doUble . the" walleye.:\bag';';';$I50 ,plus '.:,.
tribal members were receiving while spearing, and sale of fish would be more amendable for the fisher·. $8.75/fish· ov'er . dou~le.;' :inusky-$75/flsJ1; " :.
he said, "People at Pickerel Lake were'threatenlng man'. Several St. Croix members were Cited for sturgeon-$400/fish;' b8ss-$l25Iflsh"doUbI~:'or ..J:
to klllindians if they came on their lake." ·harve.stlng too many fish over the 20" size limit. . more. Stream fishing' minimum ,Is $150 ·pJusa'.per· . - -.'--~ . .-~

·St. Germaine's words were echoed by BadRlver . Red Cliff Tribal Manager, Thomas Gordon, said . fish forfeiture for'each (Ish caught. ;',' : ": ::'~'.' :" - ' .. ~

T b Ch r ,that Red Cliff with no Interior lakes close enough In . ., .'; .., . f .rl al airman, Joe ",orbine, who called the spear·'
Ing agreement "ridiCulous." Corblne.sald he hated proximity, chose not to spear, though. ratified the
to speak in those terms about an agreement which agreement. Red Cliff tribal ,members. enjoy' Lake
was' the result of seven har:d days of negotiations; Superior fishing, he said, but do become concerned

. but he ~Id. "I guess that points to the problems we over'negative publicity which affects them and their ..
are having In neAotiations.",· . . area. Gordon objected to statements. referring to.'

. "Indian warriors". if no spearing agreement was sign. .
'. Co~blne ais~ co~~ente'd that Bad River did not ed.and overemphasis orr.treaty issues In:Ueuof other'

.' ratify because of problems 'trlbal spearers were" m~jortrlbal concerns. " . .
'. already having with harassment in other areas ,and '. Despite the many frustrations of the '85 spring' - .~

because of negative press the.trlbe·had received In. spearing seas~n, It Is provldlng'data for biologists. STATE HIS'T,ORICAL' So.CIETY. OF...w·! 'L..IB'r':;.'~: ... _~~..';;.'.,,~.~.t:,.:...·.• ·
the past about the Glle Flowage. He said they saw a ... and fot..negotlators to use as they consIder future " ~ -, . ,,_.: I
potential for' danger, anc~ haven't been Involved on' agree'ments. Old this agreementprovlde·a "mean· B 16 STATE STREET , :..' ... L
lakes before, so were "leary" of beginning to exer· 'Ingful exercise of rights while protecting the 'MADISON' wt 53705 .- ;.
cl~ under ~hose:condltlons.. resources," or was It, indeed, a "joker'" : _. .:: ,~- .:-~·r

.' .·.l.
: - :..~~:.. ~' . : ,~,'
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At a press conference at Lac du Flambeau, representatives
of both the Voigt tribes and the Wisconsin DNRannounc·
ed the 1985 spring spearing agreement. Pictured above
froJ:ll the left are: Fred Ackley, Mole Lake; Tom Maulson,
Lac du Fla~u; Mike Allen, Lac du Flambeau; James

More than any other Interim agreement to date,
,the 1985 spring spearing agreement negotiated bet­
ween the tribes and the Department of Natural .­
Resources has received a hostile reaction from the
various Voigt tribes, however, reasons for the reac­
tion vary.

The spearing agreement was not ratified by two
tribes, Lac Courte ·Orel\les and Bad, River, and It
barely passed ratification at Lacdu Flambeau on a
111 to 129 vote. Red Cliff ratified the agreement,
but wl11 not participate In spearing and did not select
six lakes. Mole Lake and St. Croix both ratified the
agreeme'nt and exercised their spearing privileges.

.'

. .

FEBRaARY/MAR~~"1985

;.. .:

meeting. Next to him Is Tom Maulson, Lac du Flambeau
trlbal.Judge and lead negotiator for the 1985 Open.
Water sessions with WDNR. .

· TRIBES, TREATIES AND·THE FUTURE..

the 1984 ice flshing'agreementand has been us-'.
ed for all subsequent agreemellts. The head tribe
for the. technlcalicornmlttee also is the lead
negotlatorwlth the DNR.

An additional change in negotiations' in­
cludes a mediator, beginning with the'19850p~n
water fishing .neqotlatlons. The Wisconsin
Department of Labor and Industry Relations is .

. providing funds for the medlator; .
· . Trial has been scheduled for the rernalnlnq
questions of the Voigt decision. These, include:

~ Identification of the kinds of resources sUbject
. to the treaty; .. , ., '.' .

• .ldenti{fcatic;m of the 'uses, f.e. commercteuzenon:.or not; . .
• Resource illlocation; .
• Actuai territory where treaty rights can be ex
ercised.

. "As people learn, we will move' ahead," says
Schlender. Schlender views the tribes in state of
"forward movement" toward' effective. self·
regulation. We want to make' our own rules and
be .ruled· by them ~nd be responsible for 'good
manager:ttent of the resources.

. . And the tribes are moving Into more respon·
sible roles, he notes, as With the fish hatcheries
where the tribes are invoived in replenishing the
resources. .' ." .

. tie also sees~edt~ expand and strengthen.
rel~tionshipswlffi01her. environmental agencies,

. such as the ,Sierra ~evada Club and would'lIke to '
see more effot;ts directed this way in 1985.
, . 5c;hlender feels that the tribulations' of
change will have ,to be undergone,,1ncluding in·
ternal struggles and political in·flghting, but that
it is important ".to .fight in ways not to divide
ourselves." And perhaps, more Importantly, he

. says, we have to remember the principle of hav·
ing rights and '''that principle needs' to I>e defend..
ed." . .

As part of trial preparation, expert witnesses
in the fields of anthropology/archeology and
natural resource economy have been contacted.
In addition; fisheries and wildlife biologists have
been contacted in the development ·of overall
resource management' plans for fisheries and
wildlife.
· These two biologist' consultantswlll aide in
the still unscheduled portion of the case, which
will determine the scope of valid state regulatory
power over off-reservation treaty activity.

Although task force activity by necessity,
have focused on ceded territory in Wisconsin,
both Mille Lacs and Keweenaw Bay have
benefited from the interim agreements. The-Task'
Force has also offered assistance to Michigan and
Minnesota tribes in securing ceded territory in
their respective states.

Non·lndian backlash has been voiced which
required widespread responses. Meetings with
elected' offlclals, public forums, media inter­
views, debates and testimony have been part of
the Task Force's activitres.

The Task Force chairman has taken' on an ex­
panded role as the responsibilities grow. Current­
ly, it requires 15-20 hours weekly. .

. In conclusion, Task Force members should
be commended for the many days on the road', in
meetings, and the development of tribal posl­
tions. The success of the Task Force "is therefore
an outstanding example' of the accomplishments
that inter-tribal crganlzatjons can effectuate."

, ,',

Paperwork 'part of being a Commission. (L~ft) Arlyn
Ackley, Mole Lake Tribal Chairman goes through some
of the WrItten repo!b presented at the Commission

.'

'. '

Schlender agrees with the conclusions reach· .
ed by.~he above·mentioned groups, that "racism
is rampant In the north." He feels that con­
s.lderable responsi~lllty should be layed at the
doorstep of the Department o.f. In,struction and
that they need to consider the recommendations
outiined In tile Ad HocCommlss.ion's final report.

. Schlender does feel that the public has come
a long. way since the Voigt Decision 'was first an·
.nounced. He says people can now see that Equal
Rights for Everyone, Inc., for Instance, Is a .
"radical, non·thinklng group." Schlender says
that they ·waged.a campaign of misinformation

'. and lies and that their Idea·of an "open·mind" is .
to 'have hoies in their heads. Schlerider says that
the' leaders of the group have been' on ~n "ego
trip" and 'seek primarily '~ot to lose power over
dependent Indian people. ,.' . .
, "We' are reaching out to' rational p'eople,"

. Schlender says; '''people willing to look at facts."
UnWrtunately./he·: says, scare 'tactics were used
and have been effective In passing the Sawyer
C-aur'll'y~~referendum and. Washington State In·
itlatlve 456. ..... ..

..

The net .results of these ordinances is to
show. the· lnter-trlbal capability to regulate while
protecting the resources, acknowledge the state's
share in these resources, and to allow tribal .
members to exercise their rights. . .
. The judicial' system to hear these ordinances

is continuing to develop. By the end of 1984 all
Wisconsin Chippewa tribes had passed tribal
court codes. authoriZing them .to adjudicate off- .
reservation legal matters. The Task Force arrang­
ed judicial training where eight tribal judges went
through.a ten-day course at the National Judicial

. College in Reno, NevaQa. '
In May and June of 1984, tribal wardens were

put in place to enforce the off-reservation-codes.
There are currently ,six tribal wardens plus one
Supervisory Warden. The. 1984 effort to enjoin'
the state from enforcing state law resulted in
Judge Doylesoplnlon that an expanded and bet-

. ter trained warden force was essential to ex­
clusive enforcement jurisdiction in off­
reservation activities. The Task Force is currently
working on expansion and to develop a better
working relationship with WDNR wardens

.The Task Force is working with WDNR to
amend State law to enhance existing wild rice
resources. And, Initial discussions are underway I

with WDNR and U.S~ Fish (, Wildlife Service on'
off-reservation waterfowl seasons.

, In order to arrive at a negotiating position,
the Task Force has technical committees for each
species and season. This process was initiated for

development and lmplementatlon of natural'
, ·resource -rnanagement plans, off· reservation

regulations, and handllng negotiations with
WI!?consin DNR. .'. . .',
. " The TaskForce .hlred two biologists and
began public Information efforts .In' 1983 which
were subs~.quently·turried over to the.Commls-

. slon, And additional focus was on the develop­
ment of several naturalresource codes resulting
from WDNR·Task Force negotiations. These In-
clude: : . .

• i 984 Ice Fishing O;dinance'
• '1984 Trapping Ordinance .
• Open Water Fl$hing Ordinance (1984)
• . Deer Hunting Ordinance (1984) ,
• 1984·85 Tr:apping Ordinance
• Small-Qame Ordinance
• 19£;34.85 Ice Fishing Ordinance

.. \

. . '

_. -.Jim Schlender, chairman of the Voigt Inter­
Tribal Task.Force, gave a written report to the
Great Lakes Indian Fish (, Wildlife Commission at
the January meeting, in' Baraga, Michigan. The
following IS.a summary of 'that report. . .

". The Task Force formed in February of 1983
following the January 1983 federal court decision

, affirming off-reservation treaty rights.of the Lake
Superior Chippewa. Participant members include •
Red Cliff, Bad River, 5t. Croix, Lac Courte
Ore Illes, Lac du Flambeau and Mole Lake in

.Wisconsin, Mille Lacs in Minnesota" and Ke·
weenaw Bay In Michigan.

. The Task Force became a chartered commit.
tee of the' Commission in June 0(1984. Accor­
ding to the. committee charter, the task force is

, 'charged with the implementation of the' "Voigt'
dec:lslon. This Inc:ludes on-going litigation,

TWQVEARS·
:~ ····fOR TASK FORCE

SCHLENDER CO.MMENTS

Voigt Task ForCe busy In "85. Jim Schlen'der, Commls~
. sloner from Lac Courte Orellles Is also the chairman of

the' Voigt l~ter·TFlbal Task Force. At the January Com.
mission meeting, he gave a I'tlport on' Task Force Ac.
tlvlUeafod:alendar 1984: '

. .
. co~~lnued from page 1

the negotiating sides i!nd that a mediator can
allevlete some of that. It would also allow parties
to "float trial balloons" without taking a position.
.position. '

, Speaking of the 1985 open-water negotla­
'. r: tions prior to their commencement, Schlender

. said that many of the same topics will dominate
.discussion, however"experience gives rise to new
items o,f.negotiatlon. For one, Schlender feels the

. '85 permit was very restrictive during the deer
·season.. The fact thattrtbal hunters only took 29
more deer in 1984 than they did In 1983 should
indicate that the regulations could be less restric·
tlve for 1985.-

In regard to the DNR's Advisory Committee,
". Schlender feels that citizens .often come with a

lack of understanding of what Is negotiable. He
s.aYs that the DNR staff must explain what is
negotiable a':\d should not expect the tribes to
"ko~toYl" to public opinion.... '.'

IMPACT OF VOIGT ON THE COMMUNITY

Schlender feels that much ofne·gatlve.public·
reactJon could have been alleviated had the DNR

, . be~n more e,ffectlve In explaining the Voigt DeCi·
slon from. the onset. The media,'he says, has also . .

. .- ., ,..peen.responsible for promoting negative reac·
tlons. He cites, for Instance, the concluslon'of the:

: 1983 gun season, with a harvest of 044, and' the
cry '.'the Indians: are liars." This year in 1984"
we're called ,lazY, he says;; . . . "

. Schlender attributes both tradition and white
,' bacldash to limited use of treaty rights. Citing ice

'fishing In '83 an'd '84, he noted that 'only ten peo.·
'. 'ple availed themselves of the right arid most of

:' them' ()nly fished 100 yards off the reserVation
boundary line. This he said may be because they.

. ha.ve be~n denied the .rIght since 1894 and con~

tinue to '. fish where. they are. accustomed;
'. "However,he commented that threats and .

. . .... . . '.' "reckless" statements are "'chilllng faciors" for"
Individuals to consider .when going out to exer·

, clse their rights.':, " '" " '
.' Schlender feels that the work of th'eA~ Hoc

Commission on Racism and the Equal Rights
Coi.mcll was.valuable in that they finally "got the
attention of peopl~capable'of. formln9-;,-
disinterested objective conclusions.',' .
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MASINAIGAN PAGE two·· .. . -· '.- ' . 

·.OPERATION ···.·DNDE·RsTANDING· 
LAUNCHED OPERATION UNDERSTANDING · HOW CAN PEOPLJ:: GET INYOLVED? . . . . . . . · 

. . Below Is a Jist of suggestions on how people ~an· 
participate in Operation Understanding. We would · .. 
like to recruit l_ndlviduals and, groups. If they write 
the Commissl~n or WIRC, a packet of mat~ rial will 
be sent them. Wlth_a co~t_ribution, a certif!ed plaque 
will be sent which tdenttftes them as participants in 

· The purpose of this campaign Is to give shape 
and definition to already existing efforts by Wlscon- · 
sin. tribes. Another purpose Is that, In light of the 
growing threats agains~ tribal people, the campaign 
will suggest direction and scope of existing and new 
tribal ·initiatives. By framing C?Ur efforts In a cam· 

. palgn format, we'll be· able to measure our effec­
tiveness as well as provide speciflc ar~as where non­
Indians can interact with tribes here in Wlscons.ln. 

Operation Understanding. . . . ·. · 
• Sponsor workshops, seminars and forums on 

Indian issues; · 
• Invite tribal ~embers to speak at your group's 

Quite simply,.· thts· campaign is an 
acknowledgement of ongoing activities. We would 
·like to give ldeptlflcatlon to ongoing possitive ef­
. forts_ and make addltlo.nal suggestions on direction. 

The theme of tribal survival has Its most recent 
roots· In the late . seventies. Following. the now 

. famous "Boldt. Decision," numerous treaty abroga-
tion bills were submitted. to Congress. . 

·Spearheading the seventies· anti-Indian move­
ment was the Interstate Congress for Equal Rights 
and Respons15llltles (ICERR). Although head· 
quartered In South Dakota, ICERR moved nation­
wide, with a partiCular · eJ"!lphasls In Washington 
State (Boldt).. · 

National Indian news reports of ICERR and con· 
gres~lonal activity drew varied responses. There was 
"The Longest Walk" as well as various resolutions 
by local and national tribal organizations·. 

Joe Delacruzz, President of the National Con­
gress of American India [Is, developed ·strategies 
against the leglslatipn. As Chairman of the Quinolt 
Tribe, he launched the Washington S~ate Campaign 
for Tribal SurvJval. 

. · This time, ICERR Is being ·joined by other 
groups, and based on the results of a Washington 
State referendum which passes (Initiative 456), we 
are at the beginning. of a new era of legislative 
threats. . 

Initiative 456 asks Congress to take away In­
dian· rights-not only In Washington State, ·but in all 
states where treaty rights are being exercised. · 
· A bill, required by 1-456 has been introduced in 
a senate co·mmittee. Although everyone agrees that 
It will go nowhere, some argue It Is just the begin­
ning of similar acts elsewhere. 

In an Interview following the passage of 1-456, a 
Washington Senator said that the 1·456 sponsors are 
targeting similar measures In 23 ·other states. 

In an editorial In Michigan Outdoors, the 
Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) said 
that If 1:456 passed, they will probably lead a similar 
drive In the 1986 elections. 

· The underlying strategy is to provide access to 
and Information · about Wisconsin tribal people. 
Although there may be reluctance to have this open 
door philosopny·by some, the record ·ctearly shows 
that as soon as the public gets adequate lnforma­
tio.n, their fears give way to cooj:>eratlon. This cor· 
nerstone of the campaign is the belief that through 
education, more and .more people will view the 
tribes as protectors of the environment and essen· 
tial, albeit different, elements of American society 
and democracy.. · · · 

The success of the campaign for tribal survival 
depends primarily on non-Indian people. If, after the 
various campaign activl~ies_.)}~Ve been lm· · 
plemented, the. people of Wisconsin still view the · 
tribes as threats, then there will be. little more than 

· waiting until the Wisconsin legislature jolns the 
other states In petitioning Congress· to abrogate 
treaties and terminate reservations. Despite this 
ominous future, the campaign coordinators are con· 
fident that citizens support' rather than join the anti­
Indian movement. 

In order to achle.ve this support, however, it will 
be entirely up to the tribes, their members and ex­
isting supporters. This will require sacrifice, addi­
tional work, extensive study and money. Like other 
campaigns, Operation Understanding Is fueled by 
purpose, commlttment, good management and 
dollars. If these factors are there, within two years 
Wisc:onsin will be a better place for all people to live, 
regardless of race, color, culture or politics-that is 
the goal of qperation Understanding. 

********** CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 
Achieving understanding is· much easier said 

than done. Over the course of the next few years, the 
Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission and · 
the Wisconsin Indian Resource Council will under­
take a series of specific projects which is designed 
to open up communications. If communications en· 
sue then understanding should result. 

Specific project areas are split between the two 
sponsoring organizations. WJRC, which represents 
the tribes as well as urban groups, will focus on 
social and cultural issues. The Fish and Wildlife 
Commission, which represents six Chippewa tribes 
who've recently won off-reservation· treaty rights, 
will focus on treaties and resource management 
i~sues. The Commission will invite non-Chippewa 

meeting; · .· ·. 
• Review school curriculum to see if your children · 

are getting an adequate education regarding 
treaties, tribal government and Indian history and 
·culture .. 

• Educate yourself and beco.me.a speaker on behalf . · 
-of Operation Understanding; ' 

• Hold a fundraising event on· behalf of the 
Campaign; · . , . . · . . 

• Clip out,. discuss and distribute articles about .· 
Indian issues; . . . 

• Make sure your school and local library has good 
materials-do a bibljography; · 

• Write the neares~ tribe to let them kn.ow how you 
feel about the issues, both pro and con; 

• Attend a pow-wow or other' reservation event: 
• Drag an Indian along to your next play, concert, 

meeting; 
• ·Encourage local chambers and tribal govern-

. ments to work together on tourism prQjects; 
• Arrange field trips~ to local reservation pro· 
·'\grams-invite some to your community; 
• Call 715/682-6619 or 715/346-2476 whenever 

you have a question; 
• Send money-it's tax deductible! 
• Write the Commission or WIRC if you'd like more 

details about Operation Understanding. 

Similar-minded groups across the country are 
getting together in what's been recently termed the 

-,-:National Anti· Treaty Network."· These groups, !n­
cludlng ICERR were .active proponents of 1·456. . 

.In. Wisconsin, Equal . Rights· for. Everyor'le 
. trtbes to joih in the campaign. · 

· (ERFE) recently traveled to Washington, D.C. to lob· 
·by against the trib.es: The Wisconsin Alliance for 
Rights ·and Responsibilities (WARR) contributed 

· $4,000.00 worth of paper to the 456 campaign. · .. 
· Despite these old and new .anti-treaty groups, 

there Is little concern yet' that Congress will take . 
them seriously. Lynn Greenwalt of the National 
Wildlife Fe9eratlon said that a legislator would have 
.to be. out of his mind to Introduce any abrogation · 
bill. . . . . . . . 

Noneth~less, their strategy continues-to ljne 
more and more states up .a·galnst the tribes, even· 
tually, they assume, Congress will be forced to·act. 

Although the anti-treaty network is the most. 
visible an.d blatant threa~ there are other fronts the 

· tribes must deal with In order to survive. 
These Include reduced federal· and state fi.nim· 

. clal· supi:>ort,· expanding pOpulations on a limited 
land ··base; additional pressures on natural 
re~ources_, continued benign neglect by all-major In· 
stltu~lons, and a lack of a unified tribal response. 

... . Out of th!s gloomy _and uncertain scenario has 
come· OPERATION UNDERSTANDING: A Great 

· Lakes Car:npalgn for Ti'lbal Survival. A hook to hang 
a tattered hat; but one that promises some positive 
resul~. · ~. 

.. r. 
~ 
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Both organizations will act as primary coor­
dinators of information about Wisconsin tribes. 
Both will develop a variety of information direc- · wv,,.r,.,.,.,. 
tories whiCh . will be made· available to the public. · 
Also, both have developed a list of speakers whl~h 
are available for civic organizations, schools, and 
other Institutions interested in Indian issues. A maiJ: 
ing will· soon go out to various intetest groups re-
questing meetings between th~ tribes ·and these 
organi~ations. By the end of 1985 there should be 
no ·excuse for anyone in the· State of Wisconsin to 
not know about Indian issues. 

Priority ·projects· for WIRC include the 
. publishing of a statewide newspaper about Indian 

issues, expanding their r~latlonship with clergy, 
sponsoring leade~shlp gatherings, meetings with· 

· other non-Indian:: groups, · coordinating . contein· 
porary and traditional cultural events, and fund-· 
raising. . . 

The Commission is planning on publishing a 
.book about the "Voigt" decision, developing add!·. 
tiona I educational· materials ·for public distribution, 
hosting media and other tours on the reservations, 

. and hosting public. forums ssbout treaty Issues. The 
~iggest goal for this segment of.the ca~paign will· 
be to meet with and plan for ·a conference with other · 
environmental groups ln'Wisconsin: The target for a· ·t~!':~aer~~~"~~tllrftterJ~~of'r~iOI.IIrcc~,ptQtf:dlorl~'t.:\11 
conference on environmental issues. is late '85 or 
early '86. . .. ·. . · . · . 

Obviously . the key. to understanding ~o get 
,,enough awareness about our goals. In addition to 

mailings and word. of mouth, we must rely on the 
media to ·Jet people know our plans. We will. be using . 

· TV, . radio and newspapers to let people know how 
we can be reached. So soo~. ·people will be seeing ·l!n:.-~li9.1E~nc:e~, 1ag~1inlit 
arid hearing ads about Operation Understand,ng. · 
Only if people call or write will we know if. the cam· 
palgn will succeed; we'll~ standing by ready to res· 
PC?~d.. . . "' 

NUKE WASTE . .. y· .. 
. ·.MANDATE FO'R TRJBAL.JNVOLVEME_NT : ". ·. 

' . . . 

NUKE DUMPS AND INDIAN COUNTRY 
·On April 24 and 25 the N~clear Waste Na· 

tlonal lncllan Review Committee ·held a· con· 

. .. Despite thl~ clear ·mandate for tribal Involve~ 
ment, only three tribes have achieved. "affected"· 
status. The Yakima, Umattilla and Nez Perce will be 
affected If the Hanford site Is chosen. · · 

· ferel)ce at .the Leonlngton · Hotel In . Min· 
neapolis, . Minnesota. Sponsoring the .con· 
fetence was the Natu~al Resources project of 
tlie National Congress of . American Indians 
(NeAl). Conferees .Included tribal representa· 
tlons, .CERT Council of Energy Resou.-:ce 
Tribes, Interior BIA officials, Department of 

·Energy, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis­
sion, . various state agenc:les and other en~ 
vlronmental research groups. The following Is 

. · .. a report complied from the April c.onference. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN~Despite remaining· 
·technological and geological concerns it seems a 
foregone conclusion .that sometime ne~r the tum pf 
the century, the United St~tes will be "peJmanently" 
disposing of high level commercial nuclear waste. · 

· "The nuclear waste issue is a combination of 
below ground geology and above ground politics,". 
said Russell Jim, spokesman for theYakirria Nation. 
Yakima, whose reservation boundary is 12 miles · 
from the Hanford nuclear site, is one of three Indian 
tribes designatec;l with "affected" status under the 
1982 Nuclear Waste Policy Act (NWPA). . 

Jim and others called on other tribes to get in­
volved in the siting process. The second permanent t. 
disposal site will be in crystalline rock .. Michigan, 
Minnesota and 'Wisconsin are all under considera­
tion for the second slte. The first permanent site has 
been narrowed to three sites. 

As reported by the U.S. Congressional Office of 
·Technology Assessment, the 99th Congress will 
· receive three key docume~ts from the DOE. These 

include a ·Mission Plan for permanent disposal, an 
interim MRS (monitored retrievable storage) pro· 
posal and a study of developing an independent 
waste management organization outside DOE. 

In this OTA summary report t.he role of tribes in 
the process is heavily underscored. According to 
some tribal leaders it is perhaps the clearest 
recognition of sovereignty recently articulated by 
the U.S. government. 

"NWPA requires DOE to engage in an extensive 
process of consultation with States and affected In· 
dian tribes throughout the repository site selection 
and development process," states the rep~rt. 

. Other tribes In the northwes.t ·and. here In the 
midwest have; been denied ''affected tribe" status. 
One of the reasons given for denial . Is . that some · 

, tribes are,not "treaty" tribes,· as the act states .. Pro­
posed Nuc:lear Regulatory Commission, opposed by 

· NCAI, would even further· narrow thtf ability for 
other tribes and .groups 'to participate. · · . · 
- · A second concern was the fact that states sucl1 
as Wisconsin ar~ already receiving federal funding 

-.support .as "affected states" yet tribes within those 
states are unable to receive a similar status .. 

According to Leo LaFernier, Vice Chairman of 
the Red Cliff (Wisconsin) Tribal Council, a .meeting. 
to address . midwestern .tribal concerns should· be · 
called. He said that he. will raise this at an upccimlng· 
Indian Leadership conference and at the upcoming 
Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission· 
meeting in Duluth. 

NCAI will be hosting a session in early June on 
nuclear .waste, 'with a focus on transportation. Cor­
ridor states and municipalities will be Invited to 
meet with the tribes. 

CRYSTALLINE REPOSITORY PROJECT 
REGION-TO-AREA SCREENING METHODOLOGY 

The U.S. Department of En.ergy Issued its final 
''Region-to-Area Screening Methoqology" docu­
ment on the Crystalline Repository Project on April 
11. This document describes the steps that will be 
used to narrow the geographic focus from large 
regionl) to smaller areas In the studl.es ·to Identify • 
potential crystalline rock sites for the nation's se­
cond high-level nuclear waste repository. 

. The Crystalline Repository Project Is part of 
DOE's Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Manage­
ment program. The National Waste Policy Act of 
1982 requires DOE to site, construct, and operate· 
geologic repositories for the disposal of spent 
nu~lear fuel and high-level waste. Potential 'sites 
have been identified for the first repository in 
Nevada, Texas, and Washington. · 

The purpose of region-to-area screening Is to 
narrow the number of rock bodies within the 17 
crystalline states of the North Central, Northeastern 

• State-Protected·. Lands~Corriparably. slg.nlficant 
to federe~lly. prot~ted- lands, . state-protected · 

. l~nds, which: are d~lcated to resource preserva­
tion and were established prior to the enectment . 
of the NWPA: < ·. . . : ... 

• Population Distribution and · Denslty-:-Hlghly · 
popul~ted areas and. areas o.f ~ ,000 or more per- · 
sons .per square mile; . · · . . . . . . 

• Deep Mines and Quarries--Rock and · mineral 
resources greater thari lOOm In· depth; . ~ -· 
· Step 2-This step applies to potentially adverse · 

and favorable conditions ·specified. by · .the ·.DOE 
. Siting Quldellnes as scaled regional ·screening 
. variables· to Identify the most suitable rock· 
bodies/candidate areas that warrant further analysis 
In subsequent screening phases .. Individual weights . 
are associated with eacl1 variable lri. Step 2 to assign 
a relative Importance td the variables and. to help 
discriminate the most suitable candidate areas from 
alternate points of view on the relative Importance 
of the variables. Step 2 screening variables are: 

Rock mass extent . · ---
Major ground-water discharge zones 
Rock and'mlneral resources 
Selsmfdty 
Quaternary faulting · 
Post.emplacement ·faulting . 
Proposed Federal-protected lands 
Population density · 
Proximity to existing Federal-protected lands · . . . . . . 

FOR· FURTHER ·INFORMATION: 
Dr. Sally A. Mann, Manager, CPO . 
Dr. PaulK; Keams, Chief, Site Evaluation Branch' 
Richard 'J •. Schassburger, North. Central Regional· 

Manager . . . . . 
F. Hunter Weller, Northeastern Regional Manager 
Maurice· F. Bender, Southeastern Regional Manager 
. . I 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Civillan Radioactive Waste Management_ 
Crystalline Repository Project· Office 
9800 South ca·ss Avenue 
Argonne, Jllinols 60439 
Telephone: (312) 972·2548· 

"The Act gives the State· or tribe the right to 
veto the President's selection of a repository site, a 
veto than can only be overriden by joint action of 

. and Southeastern Regions t.o determine which areas 
will be studied in more detail during the area phase. 
The region-to-area screening process Is designed to 
use regionally appllcabl_e data to identify areas most 
suitable for more detailed Investigations. Subse· 
quent field studies wiJJ determine If these areas ac· 
tually contain sites which are pot~ntially suitable for 
nomination and detailed characterization. both Houses of Congress." · 

MERCURY 
CONTAMINATION:. 
WHY-~ND_ WHERE? 

.... · 

. 0 

Following the designation of. spearing iakes, Lakes with .high acidity will contain mercury. 
both Lac du Flambeau and Mole .lake. fishermen· solutJ.on:· Mercury· is more likely to· accu~ulat~ 

· _ were surprised to ~ear from·· a DNR advisory that older fish . and in predator· fish,· such. as_' walleye; 
· selected lakes contained fish with dangerous levels . northern pike and bass. ~ · . · · · 

of mercury In them and were listed ·among· the . Normally, Jakes ha•e certain 
fifteen lakes with an "advisory·~ status-meaning conduslve to high levels of mercury. .· 
'unsafe for expectant mothers, small .children, or to those lakes are usually not spring fed or cnrT .. r·~ 
be limited to a half pound consumption per week. with inlets and. outlets, and they tend to be aowao;.aaow. 

Mole Lake promptly changed from. mercury- · However, Buslahn also notes that Trout Lake 
contaminated Lake Kentuck to Post .Lake, and aQ exception because It Is not acidic, ra~her 
Flambeau· switched. from Trout Lake to Big St. slightly alkali, and Is spring fed. with surface 
Germaine. Tribal leaders from both tribes expressed flow. Also he notes the only fish in Trout _Lake with 
concern that other lakes, yet untested, rriay c~ntain . high mercury level· are walleye. The lake, he says, 
mercury-contaminated fish. · · may have a 'naturally high level of mercury.· : · . · · 

GLIFWC Chief Biologist, Tom Buslahn, says the · Testing for mercury contamination e!ltaUs 
DNR has agreed to test sample flsli supplied by the difficult chemical test, which Is performecl· by: 

·tribes. If tribes are concerned about mercury State Hygie,-te Laboratoiy at the UW-Madison for 
contamination, they may .. contact QLJFWC and . DNR .. Busiahn -says the DNR has been acc:eh~ra1tlncll 
biological staff will colleCt 'fish samples for testing. the rate of testing-over .the past several 

Lac du Flambeau cal.led for a seminar on·Aprll · Schwalenberg emphasizes that . 1.~ .id~rl'llhllvl 
19 to find out from DNR officials why area lakes are ·more <information ts needed to ·formulate· . 
becoming contaminated. _Bob Martini, DNR, conclusions regarding .mercury C:(JJ1tai'nlnatlon. 
Rhinelander, was there to provl~e Information. . feels the DNR has closed lakes,· in some· 
According to Busiahn, who attended the seminar •. · • the basis of two fish samples. But; he ad~s; :-·1 :>eCIDU!t 
the actual reason . for contamination . is· · do have. the rlghtto know.'! Schwal.enberg 
undetermined. Usually mercury. is ··produced by issue may be blown out of proportion, because 
burning coal, as with ·power plants, and enters the . is·not enough·da~a gath~red·as yet to. make 

. atmosphere. 'It returns to the land and lakes carried . judgements. · · · · 
In rain. Somethnes, mercury. can··come from the 
soil, but Buslahn says the Infected lakes. have no · :on the other hand, Buslahn feels the·DNR 
point sources fqr the contamination, such as a pa~:~e_r . have· been ~·a: little slow" In rel~aslng . . 

. mill, near them. Some Jakes also have a naturally · He indiCates that the data on Tr~ut ~ke fish·, 
high level of mer~ury. . . . · · . . . . . . Instance; is already one and a. ·half years 

· Unlike ·other contaminantS such as PCBs;. ·. Although the'lnformation was available, no'".' .t_• '
1
"'''"" 

·mercury lodges in the·muscle tissue rather than In . ~s issued b.ased on that lnf9rmatlon, •. · •·· .. • 
. . fat, ·and' therefore- is contained In the most edible . · Btislahn also commented that 'the· St;· 

· portion of;the fish. Mercury can be Ingested by the·- River tests·found high levels of mercury in wa.lllevel 
fish, according to Dewey Schwalenberg, Director of and are considered on the. "advisory" 
the Flambeau Fish and G~me Program, or can be · contamination.· Some of these fish,. he· 
absorbed acro~s- the gill tissue If it Is In solution. harvested by Red CUff's Lake Superior fishermen. 
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DA1'A,DATA,AND 
'. RESERVATIQN.DEERSURVE~S ·.. FENCE LAKE CHAIN STUDY . 

INLAND FISHERY BIOLOGISTS: .• · . . .. . 
FENCE LAKE STUDY AND CREEL SURVEYS. 
· · The j~land fisheries ~iologists, · Neil Kmiecik· 

. MORE DATA ••• 
. ~' . . . , 

. ~ :: 
.. ,· . 
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·. . . . Spring deer pellet gi"OUP,:SUrveys have b~gun on . Fyke netting, creel sul'veys and electro-fishing 
three reservatlops and one off~reservation manage· will' all be components of the FEmce .~ke Chain 

. ment' unit .. Th~se si.lr\reys on Bad River, Lac Courte study being coordinated by GLIFWC inland fisheries 

and Bob Wtlllamson, coordmated creel studies to be , : . 
performed during the spearing season. Surveys took · 

. place on-reservation at Lac Courte Oreilles and Lac • .·: ~ 
du Flambeau and off-reservation. at St. Croix and 

· Orellles and usc dti Flambeau have been conducted staff: The study is designed to· proyide detailed In·.· 
periodically in ·· the ··past · However, . consistent, formation n!gard,ing .tl;le fishery · in that area. 

· systematic monitoring of wildlife populations is a . Estimating the population for walleye, and other 
necessary. prerequisite to wise .. management ac· · · game fish, if possible, is.one of the targeted goals of 
tlvlth~s. · . · · · · · · the study. · . . . 

The pellet group survey Is one methpd of deter- • T.he overall goal is to determine the impact ·of 
mining over-winter deer population J.evels. Other in- spearing on walleye and, perhaps musky. To deter· 
formation on ruffed grouse, al'ld snowshoe hare will mine this, bioloigsts need to know how many fish 
also.be collected. The information gathered during ·are in the chain and how many are being taken· by 
these surveys will assist reservation personnel in .the tribal and non· tribal members using different gear 
development of' wildlife management plans. · · ·(spears, nets, hook-and-line). . · · 

· In addition, data obtained will be used to assess The Flambeau hatchery crew, along · wjth 
·'the Impacts of unregulated hunting activities on GLIFWC staff,· will obfajri spawning walleye by fyke 
· deer populations. This aspect Is part of a larger netting. After fish have been spawned; the captured 

study sponsored by the GLIFWC a11d assisted by a walleye will be weighed, measured, and have a scale 
UW·Stevens Point graduate student. . s~mple taken, and be taggetl prior to being releas· 

,, •-:;. -.-.-. 
~~: ... : ~· '. ... ·• -

QLIPWC biologist Tim Andryk (fo~grQund) and Qlen Miller, 
bird ,bander, set up a mist ne~ aimed at snadng hawks and 

. falcons as part of an annual aurvey. They, In con)unc:tlon with 

ed. The tagging will allow biologists to follow the 
. progress of the fish by obtaining similar-statistics if 

tagged fish are re-captured, either by anglers or by. _ 
. additional fyke netting durl_ng mid-summer. , 

GLIFWC biologists, Bob Williamson and Neil 
· Kmiecik, will be spending five weeks In Flambeau 
area this spring and four weeks In the fall working 
on the study."·Addltlonal stilff has been hired, one to 
assist with the creel survey and one to assist wlth'the 
electro-fishing for two months In the spring. · 

Tom Doolittle, omlthologlst from Cable and the Bad River Fish 
and Qame_ Department, are banding raptors (hawks and 

: falcons). · . · . 

RAPTORS. ENRAPTURE BIOLOGISTS 
. . . 

The study of the endangered peregrin faicon pigeons, ·are obtained from research laboratories 
and the threatened merllns is the target of a are used as bait. When the falcon ornawk descends. 
cooperative raptor banding program recently begun. to, attack the prey, it becomes entangled in the net, 

·in .the Kakagon Slough,· Bad River reservation. Rap· from which it is carefully extra~ted. . · . 

Lac· du Flambeau. . · · . . . 
Data gathered through creel surveys provide 

the information needed to make deCisions in regard ' · 
to managing a fishery. according to biologist Neil· 
Kmiecik.. r ·.-. 

· ·. Essentially, the survey monitors what· 
·fishermen catch-like fish species~number and siie J . 
of fish caught, as well as how long it took to catch · .. , 
those fish .. Through the ,acquisiUon and compilation •. 
of such data, biologists can provide important infor- · ; ·. 
mation in regard to the nature of the fishery. . i . 

Kmiecik says that the nature of a fishery which · J ·.• 
uses spears to harvest fish during spring is poorly ; .. · ... 
understood~ Increasing th~ knowledge of a spear r 
fishery should provide biologists with the informa~ , , 
tlon needed to make responsible management deci- i 
s!ons, he says. . . · , . · ~--· 
· · Surveys are being performed jointly by I. 

GLIFWC wardens, tribal conservci"tion departments, ·[·· 
and tribal members hired to work-off-reservation. " · 
DNR is also cooperating by adding the information 
which they collect. . . 

A . creel survey is being planned at Lac du 
· Flambeau for the open-water (non-spearing) fishing 
. season and will be part of the Fence Lake Chain 
st'udy. 

J 

. Alligator Survey in Kakagon Sloughs 

tors are birds such as falcons· and hawks. · The bat:tding procedure Is .much like fishing. · 
·. Torh Doqllttle, · free~ lance. ornithologist and Legal bait is used and the hawks are mist netted as a · 

·museum naturalist . for the Cable Natural History result, and immediately rell'\oved from the nets. 
Museum, ·is working with the Bad River Fish and Banders, Doolittle and Miller, remain in a blind all 
Came Department and.the Great Lakes Iridian Fish the while the net is up, never leaving the site unat· 
and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) ~in performing tended. Banders are also required to record the · 
the study. · ·. ·. · . · · : . . . ·. · nu·mber on the band, the kind of bird, its age, sex, · 

The. Kakagon .Slough area was selected, .accor;; size and parasite assessment. · · 
ding toTimAndryk, GLIFWC biologist, because it Is 
o·ne ofthe few places where raptors·migrate ih large· .. Persons finding [landed birds are encouraged. 
nuf!1pers. B.ecause the area no.sts a large number of to return the· information. to the U.S. Fish · and 
migrating birds (over 240 species have been ·docu· . Wildlife· Service aird Banding Laboratory, Laurel, 
. meilt), It is a natural drawing. cc;trd for. falcons and · MO. 20810 with your name, the numbers and letters 
hawks. · This banding program, which will recur . on the band, the date and place wh~re you found the· 
annually,. provides information to biologil)ts on ·band and how you found the band. They ·ask the 
migration p~tterns and population chatacterl~stJcs of · band Is also taped to a sheet of paper•, and ·returned.· 
the. birds, according to Andryk. Ali" lnformaticm ·However, ·do not remove bands from live birds.- In 
from the banding· program ·Is sent to the u.s. Fish this instance, read the n~mber on the band, record · · 
and Wildlife· Service Banding. Laboratory, Laurel,. 'It,' and release the bird. · . . ·· 
Maryland where_ the ln~ormatlon 'Is computerized · · Andryk hopes the data o~ta.lned from the study . 
and analyzed. . .. ·. . . . . . . . . anci return of. the bands w_lll help wildlife biolcigists ·~~~:,:C81i1Mt;i:u; 
· ·. Bariding permits are issued by the 0,.$. Flshand . · · in· their efforts to preserve the peregrln falcons ~nd , lou·r tlllla·c,apaibllllY, 

Wildlife Service and the Wiscons.ln Department of . merllns and other birds of prey by understanding .'_ 
Natural._.Reso1,.1rces, _but only to qualified Individuals the patterns of their existence. · . · 
knowledgeable in· banding techniques and·expert In · . The banders are also· monitoring the spring 
bird ident~flcatlon ... · ·. . - · · - · ·. . .waterfowl migration In the Kakagon. Sloughs with 

Andryk says the birds are caught In mist riets, ·. the ·asslstan·ce ·of the, Bad ·River Fish and Game 
specially ·designed nets for banding purposes. Live Department,:,whlch will ·provide useful Information 
blrds.of non-native .species,- suc.h -as starlings and· for·managerrient purposes. · · . · , . • · · · . < • • 
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gBLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 

. Being ·the smallest of the. Wisconsin tribes 
hasn't prevented the Mole Lake Band of Chippewa 
from thinking big-especially when It comes to 
Blue Grassl In fact, the tribe has successfuly hosted 
nine annual Blue Gra~s Festivals, drawing crowds 
which range between 35,00-40,000· fans-perhaps 
the largest event In northern Wisconsin. . 
. · The tribe, with an on-reservation population of 
~91 and a reservation totalling 1800 sq. acres, br­
tligs mammoth crowds of music-seekers each sum­
mer because they have also brought in the big 
names of Blue Grass entertainment to provide four 
consecutive days of the best music this nation can 
offer. Singers like Doc and· Merle Watson, John 
Hartford and Bill Monroe have been on stage at the 
Mole Lake Blue Grass Festival....:and will be return···· 
ing for more. . 

Part of the charm of the Festival Is the down· 
home feeling and "grass roots" atmosphere which is 
so in-keeping· with the nature of the Festival. The 
arena is a large open field, equipped with a stage, 
concession stands and public facilities-but 
nothing fancy. It-represents a time and place .to be 
out in. the open, enjoying not only the music, but the 
sense of nature and comraderie with music-lovers 
who come from aU parts of the country, and, yes, 
even all parts of the world. · . 

The tribe offers free rough camping to visitors, 
and people usually start arriving the weekend prior 
to the event. Nearby towns also have accommoda- · 
tions. Tribally ope~ated concessions offer a variety 
of menus to hungry people-from breakfast 
through supper, some offering more exotic cuisine 
such as venison. burgers or Indian tacos. 

The Tenth Annual Blue Grass Festival is now In 
the planning stages with the Festival being entirely 
run by the tribe, a Blue Crass Festival C~mmlttee 

RAINooSHINE 
. · FR.E:C ... ROU~I'+ 
·. C:FIMPIN~ 

WITH ADMISSION TlCKET 

.RNNUHL·. 

has been . appolr:tted to take care of the many 
organizational details such a large event entalls.­
The Committee peglns early, especially In lining up · 

·entertainers who must be booked well In advance. 
The Committee also prepares promotional, 

-·materials and arranges for security which Is provld· 
ed by the tribe. . . · 

Besides benefltlng,the entire area's bu$1nesses 
· ·through · the swell of visitors who arrive, tribal 

members directly benefit through their conces­
sions, which vary from food to traditional or .non· 
traditional craft Items. Proceeds from the Blue 
Grass Festival are returned to the Festival's fund to 
sponsor the next year's event,, but have also con· 
trlbuted to tribal projects In the past, such as the 
purchase of land, a backhoe and buildings •. - . - · 

The Blue Grass Festival came to Mole Lake ten· 
years ago. when several promoters of t~e event ap· 
preached the tribe for use of their reservation land. 
They had· been turned do.wn by ~he Nas.hvllle town 
board with a similar r~quest to hold the Festival on 
farm land in Forest County. However, the tribe 
decided to okay the Festival plans. For the past 
seven years, the Blue Grass Festival has been entire-
ly tribally run. . 

The Tenth Annual Blue Grass Festival is com· · 
. ing up. on August . 1·4 running· from Thursday. I. -

through· Sunday, Some of the stars to be featured in·"'· 
elude John Hartford,. Benny Martin, Tom Grizzly 
-Adams, Jimmy Martin, B.ill Monrqe, Piper Roads 
Spring Band, J.D. Growe, Doug Kershaw, Jim and 

. Jesse, plus many others. · · · 
The Tenth .Annual Festival 17 . like all Its 

predecessors, will provide four i?lg days of big s9und 
. with .the big time singers, thanks to the continued 
push of the Mole Lake Tribe-a big effort for a small 
community. 

·~ 
.cW-i. C(j55 
'C£R)''­
·qjy. 

&b· .919·. 
. 

. 
. 

·.. '· ·. 
. 



.. 

. THE· SoKAoaort cHIPP.EWA: 
·'yft£ STRUGGLE FOR THEIR LAN.D 
.. ,·· ~ 

. ~•sokaogon" Is derlv.ed from tlie Chlppew 
·ords.for·pet~lfted posts. Post Lake; which Ia 
nlque b~cause ·of large tree stumps rising 
rom ·tJie middle of the lake was used earlier by 
lbal· members to describe the area from 
hlch t,hey came.;.:. near th~ lake wlt~petrlfled 
o~ts.·Consequently, the band has been ~efer· 
ed to as tbe Sokaogoil, but Is also known as 
he Lakes ··&arid or the Mole· Lake Band of 
hlppewa.· 

· .- ~: 1-ile ftght to retain their land, their ri~ing lake, 
their abmty to Sl!bSist and their pride· as Chippewa 
people _: is a ·. centuries old tra~itlon with the 
Sokaogon Chippewa, wh occupy the. smallest reser· 
vati.on in Wiscon~in, known as the Mol& Lake· Reser· 

. vation·: What Is lacking In sl~e and Jiumbe.rs Is made_ 
up· for I~ determination and dedication tg a;;sure a· 
future home for their children, a home belOnging to 
the Sokaogon. . . . ·.·. . 

· Currently, the Sokaogon, also kno~n as the 
Mole Lake· Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, feel 
their existence is being' threatened by the proposed 
mining plans of Exxon Corporation, who seek min· 
ing privileges one and a hal( miles from the tiny 
reservation's boundaries. The Impact on the only 
reservation rlclng lake, Rlce Lake, .Is feared .as well as disruption to the reervatlon's ground water. With 
.only·· 1700 acres of reservation to cherish and 
preserve, tribal members cannot afford to sacrifice 
the pot~ntlal of resource. devastation the mining 
project could entail. · . · · :_ 
. -The Mole Lake Band Is still also pursuing the 
twelve square miles of reservation land prom\sed to 
them I~ a 1855 treaty made and signed in 
Washington D.C. By Chief Great Marten. Th~ treaty 
has since. been lost, · and the. tribe was literally 
without reservation land until 1934. Following the 
Reorganization. Act, the tiny plot .surrounding Rice . 
Lake was purchased for the then destitute band. 

Howev~r, .the necessity to fight for \heir land, 
for· their r}ghts to the resources is centuries old. In 
the 1700's the Sokaogon Chippewa regularly fought 
with the Sioux who also ·desired their rich riclng 
lakes,. and later with the. Menomonie, who were 
relocated in the area. T})e fighting between the 
-"Sokaogon and 'the Sioux climaxed in the Battle of 
1806._on ·the shores of Rice Lake, where over 500 
warriors from both sides were slain In hand-to·hand 
combat. Receiving assistance In ·the battle from 

· Chippewa warriors from other Great Lakes Bands, . 
the Sokaogon, with a heavy death toll themselves, 
finally succeeded .in defeating the Sioux. 

Women and children hid in the hillside of near· 
by Mole Hill. Foll!)wing the battle, they came out of 
hiding and burled the bodies of their slain on the 
slopes of Rice Lake. The spot Is marked by a 
historical marker, standing on the reservation to· 
day. · · . 
. By the time the Sioux were defeated, the en­
croachment of settlers-min~rs, loggers,furtraders, · 
and farmers-was forming the next threat to the ex· 
istence of ~he Sokaogon.·ln 1826 Sokaogon chiefs 
signed .the 1826 Treaty which essentially defined 
boundary lines between the varJous ·warring Indian 
nations and identified the several Chippewa Bands · 
as one nation-The Great Lakes Bands of Chippewa. 
Sokaogon Chiefs and Headmen particlpfted in the . 
signing of the cession Treaties of 1835 and 1842, as 
well, these were treaties which ceded land f?ut 
reserved the rlgh~ to hunt, fish and gather on the 
lands.- ·.. · 

Allee ·Randaii, left, and former Chief Willard Leroy Ackley, 
stand by the f:llstorlc:el marker cominemoretlng the battle of 
1806 when the Stowe were finally defeated and .driven away 
from the precious rlclng lakes of the SOkaogon. Randall and . 
Chief Ackley are both remembered for their dedication to the 

Typical of the Chippewa at the time, · the 
Sokaogon were accustomed to following an.annual 
migrQtion pattern which was based on harvesting 
available resources. In the spring, the families would 
gather near Mole Lake to gather syrup from the 
sugar bush and then move north gathering berries 
and early rice as far up as Lac View Desert. In the· 
late summer they would begin· their journey south 
again following the deer herd and har-Vesting the 
later. maturing rice near Mole Lake. They would des· 
cend as far south as Peshtigo for the winter. 

With this as an age old pattern of e~istence, it is 
little wonder that the Chiefs would never consider 
depriving their people of access. to the lands and.the 
resources which provided them a livelihood. . · 

The Treaty of 1854, signed at LaPointe, accord· 
ed the various Chippewa Bands their reservation but 
omitted reservation land for the "Lakes" Band or the 
Sokaogon. The Sokaogon chief. at the time, Chief 
Mi·gee-see, was unable to be at the treaty signing, 
but it Is believed ~hat Nig-gig, the head ·speaker for 
th~ Chief signed the treaty for him. Later, when 
Chief Ml·gee-see lead his band to L'Anse, Michigan 
to receive their share of payments, Chief Mi-gee-see 
caUed attention to the fact th~.~._Sokaogon receiyed 
no reservation. · 

According to an acco·"'~~~i.~ten by the late 
Chief Willard Leroy Ackley, fn'e'S~rvation was then 
agreed. upon for the Lakes Band. Chief Ackley 

· writes, "The officials asked him where he wanted his 
reservation. He replied by showing them a handful 
of wild rice, explaining that the territory he referred 
to had many lakes and streams in which this rice · 
grew wild. He also.told them there was a great quan­
tity of timb~r', fish. and game In this territory, 
besides the wild rice which he held in his hand ... The 
offlclals agreed tha~ this'tertitory was the idealloca- . 
tlon for th Sokaogon Chippewa. It was here in 
. L'Anse; Michigan that the government officials gave 
Chief Mi·gee-see a map .and patent of the Reserva· 
tlon with a metal mar~ed 'President Franklin Pierce, 
1853, Love, Virtue, Honor: · 

Trlb81 council members ~elected evuy two years. Ab:ove the manuel Poler, tribal secretary; and Voigt rep~tatlves, · Ar· 
: ·council holda a regular monthly councn meeting. Members are . · chle Mc:Qeahlk~ ~r .; Garland M<:Oeshlk. Not sho~ are George 

. from the left: RotJer M~lk; Arlyn Ackley, Chairman: Ern· · Poler, Jr., treaSurer and Fred Acklev. SerAeent-at-arms~. 
'' I '• I, • " 

tribe. Chief Ackley spent his life trying to reclaim the twelve 
square mile reservation once promised his forefathers. He died 
with a broken heart. His sister, Allee Randall, .was Indian 

·Woman of the Year'ln 1967, honored for her endless hours of 
v~lunteer labor. -

Chief Mi-gee-see, or Great Eagle, lived only a 
few years after receiving the map for the twelve mile 
square reservation. Following him, Chief Wau-be· 
skl·be·ne-se lead the Sokaogon tribe. According to 
Chief Ackley's account, Chief Wau-be-ski-be-ne-se 
left to receive a payment in Peshtigo in 1873 and 
gave the medals, patent and map to William 
Johnson, a fur trader, for safe-keeping. Before 
William Johnson died, he gave the articles to Hen_ry 
Strauss who sent them to Washington, D.C. to be . 
recorded. · . 

Later in 1896 Indian Agent Scott, Ashland, 
Wisconsin, visited the Band with an offer of a forty 
acre reservation around Rice Lake and a large piece 
of land north of the lake, but Chief White Eagle did 
not respond to his offer. One of his speakers, 
however, told the agent that the Chief wanted the 
amount of land promised to Great Eagle. The agent 
said he would take the matter up in Washington, but 
nothing was heard after that. 

Succesive Chiefs to the tribe have all worked 
.hard to re-establish their .claim to the twelve square 
miles promis~d them as re~ervation laJ1d. Chief Me· 
sa-be, or Edward Ackley, visited Washington, D. C. 
in ·an unsuccessful attempt to secure the long· 
promised reservation. Meanwhife, the people 
wandered, essentially homeless on the land which 
was becoming more ana more populated with white 
settle'ments. Families stayed with those few tribal 
members who were fortunate __ enough to have 
secured property of their own.- _ 

· Chief Willard Ackley, b~oming a fully 
recognized chief in 1919, continued the quest for 
reservation land. According to Ackley's account, in ·. 
December, 1934 he and his people· were called to 
Ashland; Wisconsin to discuss the Reorganization 

· Act. Commissioner John Collier then asked Chief 
Ackley where he .would like a reservation, and the 
present location around Rice Lake was named." 
Following-that, .they agreed to buy the reservation 
for the· Sokaogon Band-:-a reservation amounting' 

·to 1700 acres of land. 
· Since that time; Chief Willard Ackley took up­

the .~reaty c:laim case on a legal basis, Lawyers were 
· acquired in 1937 and ·the Sokaogon approved 
another legal contract in 1862~ Today, under the 
leadership of Chairman Arlyn Ackley, the· quest for 
the promised r.eservation lands.continue, along with 
the fight to protect the land. currently possessed by 
the tribes from potential devastation by mining 
. interests. 

EXXON:, ~ 
THE LATEST THREAT .. ·- .' 

~,-

STOP-the sign In front of roads. leading to Exxon's explore· 
tlon sites are clear mounted atop-locked-ilates. Mole Lake's 

Since the Exxon Coporatlon first became In~ 
terested In the Crandon area for mining pursuits in 
1969, the .small Sokaogon Band of Chippewa have 
had to think·very long and hard about their future. 
Consequently, they have been involved in extensive· 
studies on the impact of mining for the past decade. 
· . The potential . benefit of mining to the com· ., 
munlty, such as jobs, increased populations and· 
business, plus the possibility of mining on the reser· 
vation, have had to be weighed against the potential 
of their land .and ricing lake being .devastated by 
mining wastes and their social. fabric destroyed. As 
with any issue, not everyone on the Mole Lake reser­
vation agrees on what may be best for the tribe. 

However, Tribal Chairman, Arlyn Ackley, clear· 
ly opposes the mining project and view it as jeopar­
dizing the future of the entire band through con­
tamination of the resources-thl;! .resources which 
comprise their heritage. Ackley points out that the 
1800 acre reservation Is their homeland. It contains 
the burial grounds of their forefathers, and a rich ric· 
ing lake which has provided the wild rl<:e they have 
used for generations both for subsistence and for 
religious purposes. The question arises: How can 
you replace a homeland? Where would . the 
Sokaogon have left to go should their land be 
depleted or overrun in a ~ining boom? 

Several threats to the reservations primary ric· 
ing lake, Rice Lake, exists if the proposed mine were 
to go into dperation~ For one, the mine-dewatering 
operation could eventually lower th~ ~ater. table of 
the lake. But, more seriously, th~ disposal of mine 
wastes in a series tailings ponds could contaminate 
the Lake. Water removed from the surface of the. 
tailing ponds. will be treated and discharged Into 
Swamp Creek, a tributary of the Wolf River _whi,ch 
feeds Rice Lake and cuts diagonally across the Mole 
Lake reservation. 

Other considerations in terms of negative im· 
pacts of the mine on the reservation include gas 
emissions and dust 'from ha1.,1ling, noise, erosion and 
sedimentation, and ultimately, exposure of tribal 
members to contaminants found in the plants, water 
and animals they consume. . 

Resource contamination_ is only one considera· 
tion, however. Ackley Is also concerned about tn~ 

. . 
Rice Lake, noted for Its abundant wfld rice harvest, Is green 
with rice stalks during the summer season. SOkaogon f~r that 

Is the same-for 

'. , ·~ ~ . ':'· ' 
~ . ~~ - . -

· this; one of their few sources of the now predoUI wild rice,· may_ 
be polluted by contamlna!'ts from the Exxon mine ah~ld It 
ultimately ~ pennltted. · · 



·New on th~ Mole-i.ake s~e Is the tribally run g.:C,cery store. Inside th~ store, a person can find a little of everything, from 
Located seterel mil~ from the Town of Crandon, the store will · soup to nuts. Besides being 11 convenience, It offers another 
c:ertalnly be a convenience- for tribal members, source or employment. 

. . ;~ 

BINGO-Big buelne•• for Mole Lake. The tribe runa regular weekly bingo game. three nl btl . 
Above,,people arrive urJy for an early round of game.. g • week. 

-. · The elderly hous~g unit above provides comfortable apartment·style Jiving for five elderly Mole Lake residents. 

.. Asaudng that the eiderly .. are cared f~r Is part of the Chippewa 
tradition. ·Mole Lake maintains an elderly feeding program.· 
Above elders enJoy a noon meal prepared by cook, Elaine 
Bumen.· · . · , · . 

. - I: ir H · ~ - . 

From the left an,d going clockwl~ ere; Frank Smith, Earl Smith 
(driver), Archie MeGeshlk, Jack McQeshlk, Hank VanZile. · 

' .. 
f' •• ... -....... · .. 

Judy Poler !s Initiating an ·Arts and Crafts Co-op at Mole Lake. 
Above she examines the new kiln to be used In the prodUction 
ot ceramfca. She al!o has the clay and· several molds to ..... In · 
the project. . .._ 

' ... 

EXXON MINE: . ' ' 

ECO·DISASTER 
~· ~ ·. ··- · · · ExXon's proposed underground zinc-copper 

· . ·mine near Crandon, now in the final p.ermitting pro· . 
· . cess, is an ecological and economic disaster waiting· 

. .to happen. · ·. . . 
. - ·: · , Located at the headwaters of ttie -Wolf River 

-: .. 'watershed in Forest County, the proposed mine will 
'. ·~generate an estimated 31 million c~bic yeards of 
_ .. aci.dic mine waste over the ?0-year life of the mine. 
· - These wastes, or tailings, will contain high levels of 
: ·sulfides and other heavy metals (arsenic, lead, zinc, 
_ cadmium, copper, meicury) which will be stored in 

. :tailings ponds covering more than 600 acres. Each· 
· .. ·pond will be 90 feet deep. · 

. • The technology for waste containment on this 
.- scale is at its infancy. Any seepage or sudden 

·_ discharge of these toxic materials will quickly find 
·.its way into the groundwater and eventually into the . · 
·'Wolf River through the many lakes,. streams, mar· 
" shes and wetlands of the area. 

.. : · · An Exxon engineer once told a group of visitors 
to the mine site, "This is the worst place in the world 
·to build a ·mine." -

Neither Exxon nor the DNR has evaluated the 
.· · possibilities for a major ~ccldent such as a tailings 
· ·dam failure. Exxon says it simply won't happend so 

It doesn't need to be evaluated. This is the kind of 
:,technological doublespeak that leads to Love Canal, 
, Churchrock, Times Beach and Bhopal. 

. . Exxon claims that its tailings pond design will 
· remain viable for _hundreds of .years but their 

lawyers were careful' to draft state regulations which . 
· . 'relieve mining companies of financial responsibility 

.10 years· after closure of the mine. Under current 
· · state regulations,. Exxon has no financial incentive 
... ~o reduce the volume of the toxicity of the waste that 

will be generated. 
Exxon has in fact rejected a proposalfor remov· 

lng the hazardous sulfides from the waste before 
placing them in the tailings ponds. This technology 

· Is already available and would cost about one per· 
cent of the total .mine project costs. From Exxon's 
poJnt of view, this socially responsible investment is 

. "uneconomic." By the time serious health and en· 
- vlronmental problems begin to show up Exxon will 
, have collected its profits and be long gone. 

·. . Exxon has tried to divert attention from the en· 
- < vlronmental problems by stressing the supposed 

;_ economic benefits of the mine in the way of jobs and 
- ·, taxes. This argument is highly suspec~. 

_' ·The December 17, 1984 issue of Business Week 
ran a cover story on "The Death of Mining." The arti· 
cle stated that mines all across the United States·. 
were shutting down because of depressed metal 
prices, declining grades of ore and competition 
from lower cost Third World producers. EXxon's 
own mining division has reported substantial losse.s 

_ every year from 1971 to the present. Since WisC:on· 
· sin's net proceeds mining·tax is based on cor-porate 
- profits, it is clear that if ~here are no profits, there 

will be no tax money generated. If there are pro· 
blems with the ·mine there will be no tax money. 
available for environmental repairs, victim comp~n· 

· satlon, etc. · · · · · 

· . AI Gedicks, author of this opinion, is director of 
· the Center for Alternative Mining Developing Policy, 
~.121 University Ave., Madison, Wis. 5~715. 

- .~leks' article ran In the /'forth. Country Journal, 'VoL 1, l'io. 
and ls reprinted with his pe1'!71Wlon. . 

. ·· ... 

, WAUSAU - The Tribal-county Com~ 
mittee, which met April 10 in Wausau, is 
jointly sponsored· by the Wisconsin counties 

· Association CWCA) and the Wisconsin Inter­
Tribal CounCil (WITC) -and was established In 
order to provide avenues for tribes and 
counties to explore cooperative projects and 
an opportunity for open dialogue. Shown 
above are committee members, five 
representing the tribes-and .five representing 
the c:ounties. They are from tlie left, bottom 
row: Larry Gleasman, Dane County Super­
visor; Jack Miller, Chairma_n of the WITC; 

-' --- .,..---;-~ - . . ,-
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Gene Taylor, st. croix Tribal Chairman; 
Charles Tollander, Bu-rnett County Chairman. 
standing, from the left: Mark Rogacki, WCA · · 
Executive Director (non-committee mem- · 
ber); Hillary Waukau,· Menonmine County 
Administrator; Joe Carbine, Bad River Tribal 
Chairman;· George Schroeder,·· Outagamie· 
county Chairman; AI Skinner, Polk county · 
Chairman; Richard. Gurnoe, Red Cliff Tribal: 
Chairman; Tony Lorbetsk~, Oneida county· 
Chairman; Ray DePerry, Great Lakes Indian 
Fish and Wildlife Commission Exe~utive 
Administrator (non-committee member). 

COUNTY /TRIBAL COMMITTEE'i"l:OMMON INTERESTS'; . . ' 

The first meeting of the Countyffribal Commit· _ face-to-face negotiations with good faith and ari op· 
tee, held at Wausau o'n April 10, registered a com· portunlty for open dialogue. · 
mitment on the part of both tribal and county Other areas of mutual concern were also men· 
r~presentatives to find avenues where the tribes and tioned. Jack Miller, WITC, Indicated a need for both 
counties can work to improve life for all in Wlscon· counties and tribes to collectively secure more 
sin. Of particul~r concern was the need to replace federal dollars to serve them mutually. Erivlronnieit· 
animosities, which spring from the reaction to the tal protection, with the problems of ·acid r~ln and 
Voigt decision, with a spirit of cooperation and good consideration· of Wisconsin-as a· i:adlo:actlve waste 
faith. depository site, were also cited· as high priority 

The meeting was largely organizational in. items. .: 
nature, setting ground rules for committee action. Chairman Tollander stated that he feels ·the 
Jack Miller, Wisconsin Inter-Tribal Council Chair· county/tribal committee is forming a county/tribal 
man, and Charles Tollander, Chairman of Burnett relationship hitherto absent; whereas state-tribal 
County, were appointed as co-chairmen of the com· and federal-tribal relationships have already been 
mittee. · augmented. · · 

Specific Issues to be addre~ed by the commit· · , · Ct(airman Tollander stated that he feels the 
tee will be discussed at the next meeting, schedul~d county/tribal committee is forming a county-tribal 
for May 17. However, a prevailing concern of.most ·relationship_ hitherto absent: whereas state.;trlbal 
representatives was the promotion of tourism and and federal-tribal relationships have already been 
the need to combat the negative publicity generated augmented. . 
by· the reaction to the Voigt dedsion. Com~lttee The next meeting, with· place to be Identified,, 
member and Dane County Supervis«;)r, · .larlj ·,will more specifically define Issues for negotlat19J"!S ~· 
Qleasman, said the committee's work should a5sure and p·rovlde a statement .of purpose, spelling out the · 
an· even brighter future for ~II people of Wisconsin. specific nature of the committee's activities. 
"We all share the same land, the same state, and our · The committee. Is 'jointly sponsored . by· the 
common interests outweigh our disagreements/' he : Wisconsin Counties Association and the Wisconsin 
t t d · · lnter-Trll) .. J Council. ·It was formed as a result of • sa e . . .. .. 

Comparably, Hillary Waukau, Administrator for recommendation stemming from' the WCA spon· 
Menomonie County and Menomonie Vice Chairman. so red conference on treaty rights held last summer 
indicated the need to work out problems through . In Cable. · · 

······························~····················J . ; - ~ . ' . . . ~ . . ' 

-' . . NAco·-

CONCERN.ED·.: 
0 • 

A_,OUT · INDIAN 
"IMPACT-ON 

NON-INDIANS_ 

· PUBLIC LANDS 
·RESOLUTION ON INDIAN A~AJRS . . .. 

WHEREAS, previous studies of the status of native Americans have not extensively examined.· ··. 
the impacts on non-Indians living in or near Indian reservations, and . · · ' · . ' ·.,... 

. WHEREAS, Indian reservations substantially impact the lives of non-Tribal member popula· . · 
tions living Within or near such Indian reservations, and · . . · . 

. WHEREAS, activities on Indian reservations substantially impact the natur~l resources of nan· 
Indian lands within or near such reservations, . · · · . ·. · . . , . . . -

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association-of Counties requests that 
. a new Presidential Commission be appointed by the President of the United States to study the im· · . 

pact of federal Indian policies on non·trlbal member populations and natural. resources. · 
. BE IT FURTHER. RESOLVED that the National Assoc:latlon of Counties supports the features of · 
such a Commission as outlined in a February 25, 1985 letter to-President Rona_ld Reagan from the 
S/SPA WN Committee on behalf of voters of Washington State and other concerned CJ.S. Citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Association of Counties recommends that 
membership on the proposed commission ·Include representatives of county elect~ officials., · .. 
· BE IT FCJRTHER RESOLVED that the commission propose c:omp~ehensive federal legislation ·__ _,_. _ 
to resolve jurisdictional disputes. · · - - · · · · '· · 

- RESOLUTION ON THE FINAL REPORT OF. THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION. ON INDIAN .. 
. RESERVATION ECONOMICES . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. · WHEREAS, county officials .have presented· their views · regarding . Indian · reservation _ 
economies at official heorings of the Presidential Commission on Indian Reservation Economies; · · · · 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nationall\ssoclatlon of Countl~s strongly.con· · 
curs with the findings In the final report of the Presidential Commission on Indian Reservation· 
Economies: 'and · . · · - · . · . 

B~'JT FURTHER RESOLVED that the-support of-the National As~oclatlon of Counties for the. __ 
findings In the final report of the Presidential Commission on Indian Reservation Economies b~. 
communicated to the President of the United States. · • '· 
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· NATIO.NAL WILDLIFE 
- --. -~--:'FEDERATION .. 
II~C~S. · .. TREATIES 

,WtSc:ontdrt ·Rapids, WI-,-The-· eff~ of ·treaty · 
rights wes :One of numerous agenda ·Items at the 
37th' annual. conference of' the Wisconsin Wildlife 
Federatlefn:· The conference was held on April 19, 20 
and 2·1 et the Mead Inn here In Wisconsin Rapid!!.: 
.. On Saturday, April-20th th~ ~onference heard a 
panel entitled "Treaty Rights and their Effects." This . 
Is thtfsecond yem in a row the treaty rights were ad· 

· dressed· by, tHe· confere11ce. · 
Penellsts Included: Walt Bresette, Great La.kes 

.lncHan Fish & Wildflfe 'commission: John Plenke, · 
Law Enforcement Supervisor, WDNR Northwest 
District; and Lynn Greenwalt, Resource Conserva· 
tlcin Depart111ent, National Wildlife Federation. 

- I 

- Both Bresette and· Plenke reiterated the cir· 
·cumstaitce surrounding the Voigt decision and also 
diSCUS$ed \he Orl·going negotiations between the 
Chlppew~·and.the Wisconsin Department of Natural. 
Resources. · : · · · ~ 

. · .. Greenwalt,' a. former Interior Official when the 
7 Boldt decision came down·, talked a~out 1mpacts of 
. treaty rights on resour~es. 

It's a long, long way do~n from the top of that white pine, but 
osprey Insist on being at the top of things. OLIFWC biologists 

· nm Andryk and Jonathan Gilbert assisted LCO Conservation 
Department mount four osprey platfonns such as this on the 
reservation. 

. ,-: He said thattoo .many who are concerned about 
treaties are arguing from· an emotional and not a 

.· factual basis. He said that If sportsmen are concern· 
- ed about resources, there· are far more important 

Issues than treaties which are-threatening. 
He ·added that no congressman In their right · 

mind would Introduce treaty abrogation legislation, 
and he. doubted that, even If such legislation passed, 
that It would be better for the resources. 

·LOFTY -HOMES FOR 
THREATENED OSPREY 

.Cireenwalt cited -the recent Washington State . 
· referendum (known as Initiative 456) as an example 

of emotional rather than factual response to treaty 
Issues. Initiative 456 Is an Initiative that directs con· 
gress to review treaties. Greenwalt said that 1-456, 
even tJ:!ough- passed·,_ls unconstltu~lonal according 
to every attorney he'stalked to. . 
. . In a news story by the Milwaukee Journal, It was 
reported that a resolution requesting congress to 
review treaty rights was not acted on by the Wiscon· 
sl.n Wildlife Federation. 

At the request of LCO Conservation Warden, 
- Frank ·lynk. QLIFWC biologists, Jonathan Cillbert 

and Tim Andryk, assisted the tribe with the con­
struction and sltlng·of four osprey nesting platforms 

_t_hls spring. The platforms will become. permanent 
nesting places, supplementing · and replacing 
deteriorating natural nests. · 

·_ CROSS·DEPOTIZATION:· 
A Continuing Issue 
· Achieving c::i'oss-deputlzatlon Is a· major con­

cern of·GUFWC Chief Warden .Mike Cardinal. Car· 
dinal says It's at the top of his priority Jist because It 
Is impeJatlve for effective enforcemeot capabilities. 

· . . Crpss·d~putlzation would give Commission_ 
wardens the authority to enforce state laws. Current· 
ly the state. has the authority' to. enforce tribal· 

. agreements and state· laws. . -
. Primarily Cardinal says that wardens need the 

· authority 'of cross-deputlzatlon·in order to question 
_ people In the field and not be held liable. ·~They 

need more protection to do their job," he says. Con· · 
· - - . - side ring thatas.klng a white_ if he/she is.ari Indian is a· 

· rcidal slur, wardens are often presented with sltua· 
.tions where their ablllty to Investigate and enforce Is 

- deterred. · · · · . - . . · · . .. · - · ~ . 
T() date, Cardinal feels that the DNRhas been 

delaying action on· the cross-deputlzation Issue and 
fears that delay will continue to. be their ploy. 

Cardinal says- the DNR. has objected to cross·. · 
. ; . deputl~~_tion In the. past. on the basis that ~UFWC _ 
· _ . wardens are not certifiable. This argument' IS found­

-ed on reguh~tory language which qoes not_ include 

•, 

· .. 

: .tribes in recognized '·'political sub-divisions."·· · · 
· _ ~ . Cardin~! says, however, that Head of the DNR 
Law Enforcement Division, Qeorge· Meyers, has ln· · 
·dlcated cross·d~putization Is possible if certification 
Is a_cqulred within a year. . . · .. · ·, . 

_· · · Meyers has Indicated to t]te GUFWC that the . 
' subject of cross·dt!putlzatlon will be continued to be 

explored once open-water fishing negotiations con-
clude. · _ .. _ ;i 

Osprey are listed as an end21ngered species by 
the State of Wisconsin. They are raptors, like eagles 
and hawks, with a wing span of approxlm'ately 4 to 5 
feet. In 1983 only 172 active nests were counted. 

. According to Andryk, the birds have largely 
been threatened by the Ingestion of toxlcs, such as 
DDT. In the fish they eat. The toxics caused_thin· 
shelled eggs which would never hatch, leaving the· 
osprey with an Inability to effectively reproduce. 

Another problem for the osprey has been the 
loss of nesting sites. Osprey c;:hoose sites on 'the tops 
of the tallest trees adjacent to a body of water, as 
they survive almost wholly on fresh fish. However, 
the nests have been vulnerable to winds and fall 

. fro~ thel'r high perches. 
Andryk says the osprey are beginning to return. 

responding to increased regulations, such as the 
banning of DDT in 1970. However, the birds need to 
be encouraged, and the sighting of convenient per· 
ches, such as the platforms. can be a lure to return· 
ing osprey. 

The platforms .have to be placed on the very top 
of one of Ute tallest white pine at the water's edge . 
Osprey insist on a high perch so they ca1;1not be 
harassed by other birds such as starlings and crows. 
Crew scale the trees, saw off. the very top and bolt 
the platform to the trunk. A few sticks are usually 
scattered on the platform as well, says Andryk, in an 
effort to make the place look like home to an 
osprey. 

A_ndryk says the platforms have proved to be 
more successful breeding sites for the birds than 
their natural nests as they are more stable and likely 
to withstand severe weather conditions. 

Several osprey platforms are also being plan· 
ned for the Bad River Reservation next year. Andryk 
and Gilbert hope to get a contract to provide osprey 
platforms for the ceded territory of northwest_ 
Wisconsin.· 

'.-: _, __ - ' 
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-,·FLAMBEAU' HATCHERY.· 
J'RODOCTION ••• OP,·OP, OP •.•• 

·The Flambeau Fish Hatchery has not been at a 
·:··standstill during the winter. In fact rainbow, brown 
· · • and brook trout were hatched in December and rais· 
· : ed to ~he fingerling stage over the cold winter mon­
. ths_;that is 150,000 brook trout, 15,000 German 
' · brown trout, and 1,000 rainbbws. 

. With the onset of spring, however, the winter's 
fingerling will have to move out of the building and 

·. ta~e up temporary residence in the hatchery's rear· 
• Jng ponds, where they will ~tay until ready to be 
'stocked. Hatchery rtlanager. Willis Allen, explains 

· · that ~he extra time allotted to the fingerlings in a 
,protected environment increases their chance of 

· · survival once in the lakes. . 
'- . · Currently, the hatchery is busy with the spring 

spawning season. Allen says the hatchery typically 
gets the brood stock from eight lakes, but they 
-stock fish regurlarly in about fifty on-reservation 
lakes. Flambeau';> stocking program includes . 
species such as walleye, musky. and trout. · 
. According to Flambeau's Fish and Came Pro­

< gram Director, Dewey Schwalenberg, the hatchery 
. always re-stocks lakes from which they have taken 
:Spawn. returning W!!ll above the 10% minimum to 
each lake from which eggs were taken. - · 

·~ - . ~ .. 

Last year Schwalenberg says the hatchery pro­
duced 27 million walleye fry. 10,000 walleye finger!· 
!rigs; approximately 8.000 brown trout (stocked in 
Fence Lake); ~nd 330,000 adult, 6·8 lbs. lake trout 

. Willis Allen, hatchefy manager, feeds trout fry. 

- (stocked in Little Trout Lake). · 
· .- · The goals for this year's hatchery and stocking 
· program include the. production of 30 million 
. walleye,' one million musky eggs, two million nor· 

·. thern pike and· five million white suckers. 
· Schwalenberg says this is the first time the hatchery 
. will be culturing n·orthern pike. 

Overall the hatchery has been returning con-· 
siderable numbers of fish into reservation lakes. 
Since 1960, statistics show that the hatchery has put 
Into about fifty lakes: 321 million walleye fry; 3.2 
million walleye fingerlings; 575,000 musky fry; 
97;000 ·musky fingerlings; 49.000 hybred musky 
fry: 7,000 hybred musky fingerlings; 17-,000 lake 
trout; and 10,000 brown trout .. 
. .. Fiv~ 200 foot runways are under construction 

.·.' 

·at the hatchery. Once completed, either later in 
1985 or in 1986, they will provide space for con­
tin4ed expansion of this already successful and pro· Maturing trout occupy one of the Indoor raceways at the 

Flambeau Hatchery. Five 200' raceways are presently under 
Brood stock, used for spawning, occ:uples another Indoor 

duclive hatchery. · _ 
raceway. Tha~'s a net full of big fish. · 

construction. · 

:*******************************************************~**"· Theno poll finds anger over treaties- · 
RY MARC PERRUSQUIA should get special benefits because Theno said he would forward since the controversial Voigt deci· 
Staff writer' of theii' an·cestry," Theno said at a survey results to rhember:s of sion in 1983, when a federal judici-

A bout two-thirds of northern press conference in Superior. Wisconsin's congressional delega- al panel reaffirmed an 1837 treaty 
Wisconsin residents favor abolish· Theno said he surveyed about tion. and 8Iso said he could use. the allowing. lndians-· to hunt1 fish, 
ing or renegotiating Indian trea- 7,000 of the 150,000 people living survey to lobby federal officials trap. and gather wild rice off res­
ties, state Sen. Dan Theno, R·Ash- in his seven-county 25th Senate for treaty-changes. ervations. on public land in the 
land, said Monday. District. The district l'ncludes "I do think (the treaties) ought northern third of Wisconsin. · 

The no recently conducted a sur· D9uglas, Ashland, Bayfield, Iron, to be reviewed and maybe term!- Many critics of the court ruling · 
vey and said its results may be Sawyer, Washburn, and ~o~ nated If that be the determination say it allows Indians special privi- · 
used in the growing effort by counties. · of the U.S. Congress," Theno said. leges and that such treaties are ob-. 
many Wisconsin resident~ to have · One--of the questions on the sur· Only Congress can make or break solete. · 
congress review treaties that vey - ·which is expected to be treatieS. . . "I don't have any adverse feel­
grant Indians separate hunting, made pub~lc in about two weeks . Indian treaties ~ve come ilnder ings toward Indians llt aiJ," "I:heno 
fishing and gambling rights. - dealt with Indian treaties. The lnte\1~ criticism by ¥Dany white said. "But (the trea~es) perpetuate 

.:·1 don't think anyone in society survey was conducted by mall. . residents In n~rthem Wisconsin a state of discrimination.l' . 

· ·· The following is a response to Senator Theno between Bad River and Ashhmd County; between -
written as ~n editorial by co-editor, Sue Erickson. Crandon e'ducators and social se'rvice workers and 

Mole Lake "leaders. Also, the committee proposed 

·THERE'S ALWAYS.A W:RPNG 
WAY TO GO ABOUT IT. 

I would like to respond to the comments from by the Wisconsin Counties A!?soclation recently met . 
Senator Dan · Theno (R·Ashland) on the issue of _ with representatives of Wisconsin counties and 
Chippewa treaties in his recent oplonion survey. I Wisconsin tribes. Their purpose was to perpetuate 
have some fears regarding his motives and tactics. harmony,_ diffuse the aura of ·hatred and hostility 

Frankly, I fear that Senator Theno is _looking to which has hung over northern Wisconsin, and seek 
the not-to-distant '86 elections and has an issue by avenues of cooperation and understanding. Taking 
the tail which lc:ioks ilke a "sure winner," according-· advantage of the treaty "dispute" with an eye to an _ 
to his poll. With ,that in mind; he and other like· election issue could. shatter the efforts. of so many 
minded politicians find it beneficial to keep the old and lead us backwards down a crooked path. 
fires . burning over tre~ty issues to ensure · If the populace applaud abrogation or termlna· • 
themselves of popular campaign rhetoric once the tion measures, It is ·not because it is right to break 
.tlf!le draws-nigh.. . ' . . . . treaties, nor because the tribes have. damaged the 

I find this frightening'because so many-positive-· resources while exer<:lsing' their _rlghts,'·but rather 
and reconcilatory. actions have been· taken at --due to. a lack of Information, misinformation, or, in· , - · 
various levels of governn}ent and in communities. - some instances,. a response stemming from racism .. 
ClCross northern .Wisconsin; addressing proble'!'s If. discrimination is the issue, it would be real · · ---
caused· by the reaction to the. Voigt decision and discrimination to allow a majoi-lty, by popular poll, 
overuse of. it ·as an issue in the· 1984 campaig~. . , to remove the ConstitutiQnalJy·guar~nte_ed rights of 

· To mention a few of the constructive measures -a minority. The'role of Senator ThEmo Is not to lend 
which have been taking place in the wake of the '84 credence to such tlfinklng, but see·the need for re-
·:war in the woods'' publicity about northernWiscon· education and encourage cooperation for the- good 
sin, Indians and non-Indian leaders have formed of the north. · _ . · 
working groups or appointed committees to seek At Christ's trial, an opinion· poll would have 
c:ooperatlve ·endeavors in the Lac du Flambeau· registered 95% f~r "crucify." Pilate has never been· 
Mlnoqua area Lac Courte Oreilles·Hayward area; applauded for yielding to the sway of the crowd. 
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WliU~ Judd (center), U.S. Forest 8ervlce Ranger, recently. Chequamegonilatlonal Forest to QLIFWC staff and Bad Rrver 
presented copies of the 50. year plan for.the management of the · · . Fish and Qame Department staff. ' ·· 

I . ' . • • • . • • 

. ·SO-YEAR. MANAGEMENT PLAN 
Qda~ah-Long range. planning thro.~gh the · · Judd says that the. draft plan emphasizes 

~. year 2030 for the Chequamegon National Forest Is recreation, sawtimber and the production of aspen. · 
· proposed In a 50-year management plan prepared: . The plan basically calls for more large size· hard· 

by the ~.S. ~Forest Serv.Ice. . . · · . . wood or . sawtlml;ler Em less acreage and increased 
· The four volume packet being circulated by the dispersed recreation, such as more trails. 

O.S. Forest Service contains both an environmental ... · There will also be an Increase In semi-primitive, 
· • hnpact s~atement and the. proposed plan; both ready · · non-motorized recreation and developed recreation 
.for public: c:~mmel')t; . ' _ ~. · · . . ·.· area·s, as well as Increased hunting and fishing op~ 

.~. · .·; Wlllla..n-..Judd, (J.S. Forest Service· ranger for portunitles. Although· the• forest will have more 
· the Cheqtia)'negon. National Forest, recently roads in 50 year~. the Increase will not be as-rapid as 
presen~ed copies to. biological staff ·at the Great It Is under t~~ current phm. · · · · · 
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission and the . The Forest Pla.n will guide management.· of the 
Bad ~lver Tribe. . · · d · · d · h Chequamegon National Forest's resources : by · < Ju d sal t e plan was ordered to be prepared· · establishing management direction and ·tong· -range- · 
by the National Forest Management Act -of 1976, . 1 and though It looks at forest management for multi· goa s, according to Judd, by specifying standards. 

P
ie use over 50 years .• lsbaslcally specific to the first . vicinity and timing of practices needed to· achieve. 

the plan's direction. · 
ten ye~r sequence. . · . ·. · · ·. · · . · . · · 

· The development. of the plan began . shortly It also provides for monitoring and evaluation 
. after the 19?6 directive and entailed soliciting con· · to ensure that the direction is being carried out and 
c~rns from the public and Identifying various Issues. to evaluate the effect. Ten-year cycle updates are 
This was achieved through public meetings, com- part of the requirement for such evaluation. · 
ment forms and individual contracts. Eventually,· The basic Intent of the plan Is to provide 

· · twenty· four categories of Issues, concerns and op· managem.ent for multiple uses-recreation, wood, 
.· .. portunltles were Identified. · · . wC['ter, wildlife, wilderness, fish, forage, energy and 

. From that information Judd says nine separate mineral resources-to provide "the greatest long 
alternative plans were devised, the present propos- term public benefits." · · · 
ed draft belng.the chosen alternative. · The O.S. Forest Service is encouraging public 

. This plan was selected· on the basis of several ·participation and comment on the plan requesting· 
considerations,: .lncludlng the best resolution of · ~hat all written comment be submitted by July 5, 
management problems, . harmonious land-use pat· After necessary changes to the draft, a final plan will 
terns, ·cost efftCiency, .and lmptoyement .or . be' written detailing strategy for managi!lg the forest 
maintenance of local income and employment. for the·next ten· years. 

· Coatlaued iro111 ,... three 

. THE SITE SELECTION PROCESS 
· The potential sites for the first dump is Honford. 

in Washington $tate (basolt): the Nevada Test'Site 
·(tuff or compacted).volcanlc ash; and, salt domes In 
· Deaf Smith ·Country in norther:n Texas. Each of 

The commercial nuclear fuel cycle Includes activities for . 
preparing and using reactor fl.lel and lor managing 'spent fuel . 
and other radioactive wastes produc'ed In the process. It was 

· originally Intended that spent fuel be stored for 6 months In 
· water·fllled basins at reactor sites to dissipate thermal heat 

and allow.decay of short·llved fission products. The spent fuel 
would then be reprooessed and the re!Jultant liquid hlgh·level 
waste solidified and dispose(! ol.ln a Federal repository. Since 
no repository has been developed and no commercial re· 

· ~ prOcessing Is being done, spent fuel will remain In storage_ . . 
. until reposl!ories are available to close the nuclear fuel cycle. 

. these three sites· will undergo · "site . characteriza~ 
tlons" with orie being sel~ed by 1991; _ ~ _ .~ ... 
. . · The secon~ · permanent repository will · be . . . 
selected five to ~even years after the first site. · NCAI MANAGES DOE CONTRACT . · · 
·Criteria for site selection will be similar to the first : Gail Che~~k and Robert Holden are staff per­
and also Include:· . · · · · . · · · · · . . sons to. the NCAI Nuclear Waste Indian Review 
1 }sites Identified as potentially acceptable but not · Committee. . · · · 
.. ·nominated for the first repository; · . . . . . According. to NCAI uinterest in the repository 

2 }s,ltes :characterized but nof chosen for the first . siting and . transportation of radioactive . wastes 
. repasltory site: · · . · . through or near Indian lands prompted NCAI to ap-. · 

· 3 )Sites found potentially acceptable from rock for- ply for DOE ftinding." The contract ts-to: - · · ~ ·· · · 
. mations (I.e., crystalline) not previously studied 1) provide tribes with information about the Nuclear . 

In the fir~t repository selection process: .. Waste Policy Act: · 
. . There. are· 17 states being looked at for the. 2 )serve as liaison · be~een government agencies · 
... crystalline rock repo~itory, all. In ~he eastern Onlted · · · and the tribes; and, · . . .. • . · · . · .· · 
.. · States. These include Michigan, Minneso·ta, and ·3) to·. develop ' policy position and technical 

.. · . Wisconsin the north cen~ral. regfon: ·other regions papers: · ·. · ·~ .· ·. ·. · . 
- . are the northeasteran (9 states) · and the· · · .NCAI hass~bcontracted the transportation part· 

sc;>utheastem (5 states). ·. · · · . · of the DOE contract to CERT (Council-Of Energy.: . · 
· .According to· a DOE report,,.i5 tc;> 20 areas in . Resource Tribes) located' in Denver. : . · . . .. 

. fourto six states 'will undergo addltlonal.scrutiny. . ,. For additional questlon·s about transportation 
·' ··· · ·By 1~86. DOE will begin _are~ phase field work. In ._Issues, contact. Fred Millar, Environmental Polley 

1991 they. will nominate sites for<:haracterlzatlon Institute, 218 D Street N.E., ·washington, D.C. 
and rec:ommendation. And; in 1996, the President . · 20003. · .. 
·will recommend.a·site·for the second· permanent ·For more information, write· NCAI ·Natural·· 
repository.· . .. · -• . · · · · . • · . Resources,. 804 0 Street· N.E., Washington •. p.c;, 

20002, or phone 2021546·9404. · · · · · · 
. ·' . ~· 
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