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Ojibwe (called Chippewa by the United 
States Government) and Ottawa land 
cessions to the United States in treaties 
signed in 1836, 1837, 1842 and 1854, total 
approximately 73,150,000 acres. In the 
treaties, native leaders ensured rights to 
hunt. fish, and gather on ceded territories 
would be maintained. Today, these rights 
are commonly called treaty rights.



Treaty with the Ottawa, etc.
March 28, 1836

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at the city 
of Washington in the District of Columbia, between 
Henry R. Schoolcraft, commissioner on the part of the 
United States, and the Ottawa and Chippewa nations 
of Indians, by their chiefs and delegates.

ARTICLE FIRST.
The Ottawa and Chippewa nations of Indians 

cede to the United States all the tract of country 
within the following boundaries: Beginning at the 
mouth of Grand river of Lake Michigan on the north 
bank thereof, and following up the same to the line 
called for, in the first article of the treaty of Chica-
go of the 29th of August 1821, thence, in a direct 
line, to the head of Thunder-bay river, thence with 
the line established by the treaty of Saganaw of the 
24th of September 1819, to the mouth of said river, 
thence northeast to the boundary line in Lake Huron 
between the United States and the British province 
of Upper Canada, thence northwestwardly, following 
the said line, as established by the commissioners 
acting under the treaty of Ghent, through the straits, 
and river St. Mary’s, to a point in Lake Superior 
north of the mouth of Gitchy Seebing, or Chocolate 
river, thence south to the mouth of said river and up 
its channel to the source thereof, thence, in a direct 
line to the head of the Skonawba river of Green 
Bay, thence down the south bank of said river to 



its mouth, thence, in a direct line, through the ship 
channel into Green Bay, to the outer part thereof, 
thence south to a point in Lake Michigan west of the 
north cape, or entrance of Grand river, and thence 
east to the place of beginning, at the cape aforesaid, 
comprehending all the lands and islands, within 
these limits, not hereinafter reserved.

ARTICLE SECOND.
From the cession aforesaid the tribes reserve for 

their own use, to be held in common the following 
tracts for the term of five years from the date of the 
ratification of this treaty, and no longer; unless the 
United States shall grant them permission to remain 
on said lands for a longer period, namely: One 
tract of fifty thousand acres to be located on Little 
Traverse bay: one tract of twenty thousand acres to 
be located on the north shore of Grand Traverse bay, 
one tract of seventy thousand acres to be located 
on, or, north of the Pieire Marquetta river, one tract 
of one thousand acres to be located by Chingassa-
noo,—or the Big Sail, on the Cheboigan. One tract of 
one thousand acres, to be located by Mujeekewis, on 
Thunder-bay river.

ARTICLE THIRD.
There shall also be reserved for the use of the 

Chippewas living north of the straits of Michili-
mackinac, the following tracts for the term of five 
years from the date of the ratification of this treaty, 
and no longer, unless the United States shall grant 



them permission to remain on said lands for a longer 
period, that is to say: Two tracts of three miles square 
each, on the north shores of the said straits, between 
Point-au-Barbe and Mille Coquin river, including the 
fishing grounds in front of such reservations, to be 
located by a council of the chiefs. The Beaver islands 
of Lake Michigan for the use of the Beaver-island 
Indians. Round island, opposite Michilimackinac, as 
a place of encampment for the Indians, to be under 
the charge of the Indian department. The islands of 
the Chenos, with a part of the adjacent north coast 
of Lake Huron, corresponding in length, and one 
mile in depth. Sugar island, with its islets, in the 
river of St. Mary’s. Six hundred and forty acres, at the 
mission of the Little Rapids. A tract commencing at 
the mouth of the Pississowining river, south of Point 
Iroquois, thence running up said stream to its forks, 
thence westward, in a direct line to the Red water 
lakes, thence across the portage to the Tacquimenon 
river, and down the same to its mouth, including the 
small islands and fishing grounds, in front of this 
reservation. Six hundred and forty acres, on Grand 
island, and two thousand acres, on the main land 
south of it. Two sections, on the northern extremity 
of Green Bay, to be located by a council of the chiefs. 
All the locations, left indefinite by this, and the pre-
ceding articles, shall be made by the proper chiefs, 
under the direction of the President. It is understood 
that the reservation for a place of fishing and en-
campment, made under the treaty of St. Mary’s of the 
16th of June 1820, remains unaffected by this treaty.



ARTICLE FOURTH.
In consideration of the foregoing cessions, 

the United States engage to pay to the Ottawa and 
Chippewa nations, the following sums, namely. 1st. 
An annuity of thirty thousand dollars per annum, in 
specie, for twenty years; eighteen thousand dollars, 
to be paid to the Indians between Grand River and 
the Cheboigun; three thousand six hundred dollars, 
to the Indians on the Huron shore, between the Che-
boigan and Thunder-bay river; and seven thousand 
four hundred dollars, to the Chippewas north of the 
straits, as far as the cession extends; the remaining 
one thousand dollars, to be invested in stock by 
the Treasury Department and to remain incapable 
of being sold, without the consent of the President 
and Senate, which may, however, be given, after the 
expiration of twenty-one years. 2nd. Five thousand 
dollars per annum, for the purpose of education, 
teachers, school-houses, and books in their own 
language, to be continued twenty years, and as long 
thereafter as Congress may appropriate for the ob-
ject. 3rd. Three thousand dollars for missions, subject 
to the conditions mentioned in the second clause of 
this article. 4th. Ten thousand dollars for agricultural 
implements, cattle, mechanics’ tools, and such other 
objects as the President may deem proper. 5th. Three 
hundred dollars per annum for vaccine matter, medi-
cines, and the services of physicians, to be continued 
while the Indians remain on their reservations. 6th. 
Provisions to the amount of two thousand dollars; 
six thousand five hundred pounds of tobacco; one 



hundred barrels of salt, and five hundred fish barrels, 
annually, for twenty years. 7th. One hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, in goods and provisions, 
on the ratification of this treaty, to be delivered at 
Michilimackinac, and also the sum of two hundred 
thousand dollars, in consideration of changing the 
permanent reservations in article two and three to 
reservations for five years only, to be paid whenever 
their reservations shall be surrendered, and until 
that time the interest on said two hundred thousand 
dollars shall be annually paid to the said Indians.

ARTICLE FIFTH.
The sum of three hundred thousand dollars shall 

be paid to said Indians to enable them, with the aid 
and assistance of their agent, to adjust and pay such 
debts as they may justly owe, and the overplus, if any, 
to apply to such other use as they may think proper.

ARTICLE SIXTH.
The said Indians being desirous of making pro-

vision for their half-breed relatives, and the President 
having determined, that individual reservations shall 
not be granted, it is agreed, that in lieu thereof, the 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars shall 
be set apart as a fund for said half-breeds. No person 
shall be entitled to any part of said fund, unless he 
is of Indian descent and actually resident within the 
boundaries described in the first article of this treaty, 
nor shall any thing be allowed to any such person, 
who may have received any allowance at any previ-



ous Indian treaty. The following principles, shall reg-
ulate the distribution. A census shall be taken of all 
the men, women, and children, coming within this 
article. As the Indians hold in higher consideration, 
some of their half-breeds than others, and as there is 
much difference in their capacity to use and take care 
of property, and, consequently, in their power to aid 
their Indian connexions, which furnishes a strong 
ground for this claim, it is, therefore, agreed, that at 
the council to be held upon this subject, the commis-
sioner shall call upon the Indian chiefs to designate, 
if they require it, three classes of these claimants, the 
first of which, shall receive one-half more than the 
second, and the second, double the third. Each man 
woman and child shall be enumerated, and an equal 
share, in the respective classes, shall be allowed to 
each. If the father is living with the family, he shall 
receive the shares of himself, his wife and children. If 
the father is dead, or separated from the family, and 
the mother is living with the family, she shall have 
her own share, and that of the children. If the father 
and mother are neither living with the family, or if 
the children are orphans, their share shall be retained 
till they are twenty-one years of age; provided, that 
such portions of it as may be necessary may, under 
the direction of the President, be from time to time 
applied for their support.

All other persons at the age of twenty-one years, 
shall receive their shares agreeably to the proper 
class. Out of the said fund of one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, the sum of five thousand dollars 



shall be reserved to be applied, under the direction 
of the President, to the support of such of the poor 
half breeds, as may require assistance, to be expend-
ed in annual installments for the term of ten years, 
commencing with the second year. Such of the 
half-breeds, as may be judged incapable of making a 
proper use of the money, allowed them by the com-
missioner, shall receive the same in installments, as 
the President may direct.

ARTICLE SEVENTH.
In consideration of the cessions above made, 

and as a further earnest of the disposition felt to do 
full justice to the Indians, and to further their well 
being, the United States engage to keep two addition-
al blacksmith-shops, one of which, shall be located 
on the reservation north of Grand river, and the 
other at the Sault Ste. Marie. A permanent inter-
preter will be provided at each of these locations. It 
is stipulated to renew the present dilapidated shop 
at Michilimackinac, and to maintain a gunsmith, in 
addition to the present smith’s establishment, and to 
build a dormitory for the Indians visiting the post, 
and appoint a person to keep it, and supply it with 
fire-wood. It is also agreed, to support two farmers 
and assistants, and two mechanics, as the President 
may designate, to teach and aid the Indians, in agri-
culture, and in the mechanic arts. The farmers and 
mechanics, and the dormitory, will be continued for 
ten years, and as long thereafter, as the President may 
deem this arrangement useful and necessary; but the 



benefits of the other stipulations of this article, shall 
be continued beyond the expiration of the annuities, 
and it is understood that the whole of this article 
shall stand in force, and inure to the benefit of the  
Indians, as long after the expiration of the twenty 
years as Congress may appropriate for the objects.

ARTICLE EIGHTH.
It is agreed, that as soon as the said Indians 

desire it, a deputation shall be sent to the south-
west of the Missouri River, there to select a suitable 
place for the final settlement of said Indians, which 
country, so selected and of reasonable extent, the 
United States will forever guaranty and secure to said 
Indians. Such improvements as add value to the land, 
hereby ceded, shall be appraised, and the amount 
paid to the proper Indian. But such payment shall, 
in no case, be assigned to, or paid to, a white man. If 
the church on the Cheboigan, should fall within this 
cession, the value shall be paid to the band owning 
it. The net proceeds of the sale of the one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, upon the Grand River upon 
which the missionary society have erected their 
buildings, shall be paid to the said society, in lieu 
of the value of their said improvements. When the 
Indians wish it, the United States will remove them, 
at their expense, provide them a year’s subsistence in 
the country to which they go, and furnish the same 
articles and equipments to each person as are stip-
ulated to be given to the Pottowatomies in the final 
treaty of cession concluded at Chicago.



ARTICLE NINTH.
Whereas the Ottawas and Chippewas, feeling 

a strong consideration for aid rendered by certain 
of their half-breeds on Grand river, and other parts 
of the country ceded, and wishing to testify their 
gratitude on the present occasion, have assigned 
such individuals certain locations of land, and united 
in a strong appeal for the allowance of the same in 
this treaty; and whereas no such reservations can 
be permitted in carrying out the special directions 
of the President on this subject, it is agreed, that, in 
addition to the general fund set apart for half-breed 
claims, in the sixth article, the sum of forty-eight 
thousand one hundred and forty-eight dollars shall 
be paid for the extinguishment of this class of claims, 
to be divided in the following manner: To Rix 
Robinson, in lieu of a section of land, granted to his 
Indian family, on the Grand river rapids, (estimated 
by good judges to be worth half a million,) at the rate 
of thirty-six dollars an acre: To Leonard Slater, in 
trust for Chiminonoquat, for a section of land above 
said rapids, at the rate of ten dollars an acre: To John 
A. Drew, for a tract of one section and three quarters, 
to his Indian family, at Cheboigan rapids, at the rate 
of four dollars; to Edward Biddle, for one section to 
his Indian family at the fishing grounds, at the rate 
of three dollars: To John Holiday, for five sections of 
land to five persons of his Indian family, at the rate 
of one dollar and twenty-five cents; to Eliza Cook, 
Sophia Biddle, and Mary Holiday, one section of 
land each, at two dollars and fifty cents: To Augustin 



Hamelin junr, being of Indian descent, two sections, 
at one dollar and twenty-five cents; to William Las-
ley, Joseph Daily, Joseph Trotier, Henry A. Levake, 
for two sections each, for their Indian families, at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents: To Luther Rice, 
Joseph Lafrombois, Charles Butterfield, being of 
Indian descent, and to George Moran, Louis Moran, 
G. D. Williams, for half-breed children under their 
care, and to Daniel Marsac, for his Indian child, one 
section each, at one dollar and twenty-five cents.

ARTICLE TENTH.
The sum of thirty thousand dollars shall be paid 

to the chiefs, on the ratification of this treaty, to be 
divided agreeably to a schedule hereunto annexed.

ARTICLE ELEVENTH.
The Ottawas having consideration for one of 

their aged chiefs, who is reduced to poverty, and it 
being known that he was a firm friend of the Ameri-
can Government, in that quarter, during the late war, 
and suffered much in consequence of his sentiments, 
it is agreed, that an annuity of one hundred dollars 
per annum shall be paid to Ningweegon or the Wing, 
during his natural life, in money or goods, as he 
may choose. Another of the chiefs of said nation, 
who attended the treaty of Greenville in 1793, and 
is now, at a very advanced age, reduced to extreme 
want, together with his wife, and the Government 
being apprised that he has pleaded a promise of 



Gen. Wayne, in his behalf, it is agreed that Chusco 
of Michilimackinac shall receive an annuity of fifty 
dollars per annum during his natural life.

ARTICLE TWELFTH.
All expenses attending the journeys of the In-

dians from, and to their homes, and their visit at the 
seat of Government, together with the expenses of 
the treaty, including a proper quantity of clothing to 
be given them, will be paid by the United States.

ARTICLE THIRTEENTH.
The Indians stipulate for the right of hunting on 

the lands ceded, with the other usual privileges of 
occupancy, until the land is required for settlement.

In testimony whereof, the said Henry R. School-
craft, commissioner on the part of the United States, 
and the chiefs and delegates of the Ottawa and 
Chippewa nation of Indians, have hereunto set their 
hands, at Washington the seat of Government, this 
twenty-eighth day of March, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and thirty-six.

Henry R. Schoolcraft, Commissioner



Treaty with the Chippewa
July 29, 1837

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at St. 
Peters (the confluence of the St. Peters and Mississippi 
rivers) in the Territory of Wisconsin, between the  
United States of America, by their commissioner,  
Henry Dodge, Governor of said Territory, and the 
Chippewa nation of Indians, by their chiefs and  
headmen.

ARTICLE 1.
The said Chippewa nation cede to the United 

States all that tract of country included within the 
following boundaries:

Beginning at the junction of the Crow Wing 
and Mississippi rivers, between twenty and thirty 
miles above where the Mississippi is crossed by the 
forty-sixth parallel of north latitude, and running 
thence to the north point of Lake St. Croix, one 
of the sources of the St. Croix river; thence to and 
along the dividing ridge between the waters of Lake 
Superior and those of the Mississippi, to the sources 
of the Ocha-sua-sepe a tributary of the Chippe-
wa river; thence to a point on the Chippewa river, 
twenty miles below the outlet of Lake De Flambeau; 
thence to the junction of the Wisconsin and Pelican 
rivers; thence on an east course twenty-five miles; 
thence southerly, on a course parallel with that of the 
Wisconsin river, to the line dividing the territories of 
the Chippewas and Menomonies; thence to the Plo-



ver Portage; thence along the southern boundary of 
the Chippewa country, to the commencement of the 
boundary line dividing it from that of the Sioux, half 
a days march below the falls on the Chippewa river; 
thence with said boundary line to the mouth of Wah-
tap river, at its junction with the Mississippi; and 
thence up the Mississippi to the place of beginning.

ARTICLE 2.
In consideration of the cession aforesaid, the 

United States agree to make to the Chippewa nation, 
annually, for the term of twenty years, from the 
date of the ratification of this treaty, the following 
payments.

1. Nine thousand five hundred dollars, to be 
paid in money.

2. Nineteen thousand dollars, to be delivered in 
goods.

3. Three thousand dollars for establishing three 
blacksmiths shops, supporting the blacksmiths, and 
furnishing them with iron and steel.

4. One thousand dollars for farmers, and for 
supplying them and the Indians, with implements of 
labor, with grain or seed; and whatever else may be 
necessary to enable them to carry on their agricul-
tural pursuits.

5. Two thousand dollars in provisions.
6. Five hundred dollars in tobacco.
The provisions and tobacco to be delivered at the 

same time with the goods, and the money to be paid; 
which time or times, as well as the place or places 



where they are to be delivered, shall be fixed upon 
under the direction of the President of the United 
States.

The blacksmiths shops to be placed at such 
points in the Chippewa country as shall be designat-
ed by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, or under 
his direction.

If at the expiration of one or more years the 
Indians should prefer to receive goods, instead of the 
nine thousand dollars agreed to be paid to them in 
money, they shall be at liberty to do so. Or, should 
they conclude to appropriate a portion of that annu-
ity to the establishment and support of a school or 
schools among them, this shall be granted them.

ARTICLE 3.
The sum of one hundred thousand dollars shall 

be paid by the United States, to the half-breeds of the 
Chippewa nation, under the direction of the Presi-
dent. It is the wish of the Indians that their two sub-
agents Daniel P. Bushnell, and Miles M. Vineyard, 
superintend the distribution of this money among 
their half-breed relations.

ARTICLE 4.
The sum of seventy thousand dollars shall be 

applied to the payment, by the United States, of 
certain claims against the Indians; of which amount 
twenty-eight thousand dollars shall, at their request, 
be paid to William A. Aitkin, twenty-five thousand 



to Lyman M. Warren, and the balance applied to the 
liquidation of other just demands against them—
which they acknowledge to be the case with regard 
to that presented by Hercules L. Dousman, for the 
sum of five thousand dollars; and they request that it 
be paid.

ARTICLE 5.
The privilege of hunting, fishing, and gathering 

the wild rice, upon the lands, the rivers and the 
lakes included in the territory ceded, is guarantied 
to the Indians, during the pleasure of the President 
of the United States.

ARTICLE 6.
This treaty shall be obligatory from and after its 

ratification by the President and Senate of the United 
States.

       Henry Dodge, Commissioner



Treaty with the Chippewa
October 4, 1842 

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at La 
Pointe of Lake Superior, in the Territory of Wisconsin, 
between Robert Stuart commissioner on the part of the 
United States, and the Chippewa Indians of the Missis-
sippi, and Lake Superior, by their chiefs and headmen.

ARTICLE I.
The Chippewa Indians of the Mississippi and 

Lake Superior, cede to the United States all the coun-
try within the following boundaries; viz: beginning 
at the mouth of Chocolate river of Lake Superior; 
thence northwardly across said lake to intersect the 
boundary line between the United States and the 
Province of Canada; thence up said Lake Superior, 
to the mouth of the St. Louis, or Fond du Lac river 
(including all the islands in said lake); thence up said 
river to the American Fur Company’s trading post, 
at the southwardly bend thereof, about 22 miles from 
its mouth; thence south to intersect the line of the 
treaty of 29th July 1837, with the Chippewas of the 
Mississippi; thence along said line to its southeast-
wardly extremity, near the Plover portage on the 
Wisconsin river; thence northeastwardly, along the 
boundary line, between the Chippewas and Menom- 
onees, to its eastern termination, (established by the 
treaty held with the Chippewas, Menomonees, and 
Winnebagoes, at Butte des Morts, August 11th 1827) 
on the Skonawby river of Green Bay; thence north-



wardly to the source of Chocolate river; thence down 
said river to its mouth, the place of beginning; it 
being the intention of the parties to this treaty, to 
include in this cession, all the Chippewa lands east- 
wardly of the aforesaid line running from the Amer-
ican Fur Company’s trading post on the Fond du Lac 
river to the intersection of the line of the treaty made 
with the Chippewas of the Mississippi July 29th 1837.

ARTICLE II.
The Indians stipulate for the right of hunting on 

the ceded territory, with the other usual privileges 
of occupancy, until required to remove by the Pres-
ident of the United States, and that the laws of the 
United States shall be continued in force, in respect 
to their trade and inter course with the whites, until 
otherwise ordered by Congress.

ARTICLE III.
It is agreed by the parties to this treaty, that 

whenever the Indians shall be required to remove 
from the ceded district, all the unceded lands be-
longing to the Indians of Fond du Lac, Sandy Lake, 
and Mississippi bands, shall be the common property 
and home of all the Indians, party to this treaty.

ARTICLE IV.
In consideration of the foregoing cession, the 

United States, engage to pay to the Chippewa Indians 
of the Mississippi, and Lake Superior, annually, for 
twenty-five years, twelve thousand five hundred 



(12,500) dollars, in specie, ten thousand five hun-
dred (10,500) dollars in goods, two thousand (2,000) 
dollars in provisions and tobacco, two thousand 
(2,000) dollars for the support of two blacksmiths 
shops, (including pay of smiths and assistants, and 
iron steel &c.) one thousand (1,000) dollars for pay 
of two farmers, twelve hundred (1,200) for pay of 
two carpenters, and two thousand (2,000) dollars 
for the support of schools for the Indians party to 
this treaty; and further the United States engage to 
pay the sum of five thousand (5,000) dollars as an 
agricultural fund, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War. And also the sum of 
seventy-five thousand (75,000) dollars, shall be 
allowed for the full satisfaction of their debts within 
the ceded district, which shall be examined by the 
commissioner to this treaty, and the amount to be 
allowed decided upon by him, which shall appear in 
a schedule hereunto annexed. The United States shall 
pay the amount so allowed within three years.

Whereas the Indians have expressed a strong de-
sire to have some provision made for their half breed 
relatives, therefore it is agreed, that fifteen thousand 
(15,000) dollars shall be paid to said Indians, next 
year, as a present, to be disposed of, as they, together 
with their agent, shall determine in council.

ARTICLE V.
Whereas the whole country between Lake Supe-

rior and the Mississippi, has always been understood 
as belonging in common to the Chippewas, party to 



this treaty; and whereas the bands bordering on Lake 
Superior, have not been allowed to participate in the 
annuity payments of the treaty made with the Chip-
pewas of the Mississippi, at St. Peters July 29th 1837, 
and whereas all the unceded lands belonging to the 
aforesaid Indians, are hereafter to be held in com-
mon, therefore, to remove all occasion for jealousy 
and discontent, it is agreed that all the annuity due 
by the said treaty, as also the annuity due by the pres-
ent treaty, shall henceforth be equally divided among 
the Chippewas of the Mississippi and Lake Superior, 
party to this treaty, so that every person shall receive 
an equal share.

ARTICLE VI.
The Indians residing on the Mineral district, 

shall be subject to removal therefrom at the pleasure 
of the President of the United States.

ARTICLE VII.
This treaty shall be obligatory upon the contract- 

ing parties when ratified by the President and Senate 
of the United States.

In testimony whereof the said Robert Stuart 
commissioner, on the part of the United States, and 
the chiefs and headmen of the Chippewa Indians of 
the Mississippi and Lake Superior, have hereunto set 
their hands, at La Pointe of Lake Superior, Wisconsin 
Territory this fourth day of October in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-two.

Robert Stuart, Commissioner 



Treaty with the Chippewa
September 30, 1854

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at La 
Pointe, in the State of Wisconsin, between Henry C. 
Gilbert and David B. Herriman, commissioners on 
the part of the United States, and the Chippewa In-
dians of Lake Superior and the Mississippi, by their 
chiefs and headmen.

ARTICLE 1.
The Chippewas of Lake Superior hereby cede 

to the United States all the lands heretofore owned 
by them in common with the Chippewas of the 
Mississippi, lying east of the following boundary 
line, to wit: Beginning at a point, where the east 
branch of Snake River crosses the southern bound-
ary line of the Chippewa country, running thence 
up the said branch to its source, thence nearly 
north, in a straight line, to the mouth of East Sa-
vannah River, thence up the St. Louis River to the 
mouth of East Swan River, thence up the East Swan 
River to its source, thence in a straight line to the 
most westerly bend of Vermillion River, and thence 
down the Vermillion River to its mouth.

The Chippewas of the Mississippi hereby 
assent and agree to the foregoing cession, and 
consent that the whole amount of the consideration 
money for the country ceded above, shall be paid 
to the Chippewas of Lake Superior, and in consid-
eration thereof the Chippewas of Lake Superior 



hereby relinquish to the Chippewas of the Missis-
sippi, all their interest in and claim to the lands 
heretofore owned by them in common, lying west 
of the above boundary line.

ARTICLE 2.
The United States agree to set apart and 

withhold from sale, for the use of the Chippewas 
of Lake Superior, the following described tracts of 
land, viz:

1st. For the L’Anse and Vieux De Sert bands, 
all the unsold lands in the following townships in 
the State of Michigan: Township fifty-one north 
range thirty-three west; township fifty-one north 
range thirty-two west; the east half of township 
fifty north range thirty-three west; the west half of 
township fifty north range thirty-two west, and all 
of township fifty-one north range thirty-one west, 
lying west of Huron Bay.

2d. For the La Pointe band, and such other 
Indians as may see fit to settle with them, a tract 
of land bounded as follows: Beginning on the 
south shore of Lake Superior, a few miles west of 
Montreal River, at the mouth of a creek called by 
the Indians Ke-che-se-be-we-she, running thence 
south to a line drawn east and west through the 
centre of township forty-seven north, thence west 
to the west line of said township, thence south to 
the southeast corner of township forty-six north, 
range thirty-two west, thence west the width of 
two townships, thence north the width of two 
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townships, thence west one mile, thence north to the 
lake shore, and thence along the lake shore, crossing 
Shag-waw-me-quon Point, to the place of beginning. 
Also two hundred acres on the northern extremity 
of Madeline Island, for a fishing ground.

3d. For the other Wisconsin bands, a tract of 
land lying about Lac De Flambeau, and another tract 
on Lac Court Orielles, each equal in extent to three 
townships, the boundaries of which shall be hereaf-
ter agreed upon or fixed under the direction of the 
President.

4th. For the Fond Du Lac bands, a tract of land 
bounded as follows: Beginning at an island in the 
St. Louis River, above Knife Portage, called by the 
Indians Paw-paw-sco-me-me-tig, running thence 
west to the boundary line heretofore described, 
thence north along said boundary line to the mouth 
of Savannah River, thence down the St. Louis River 
to the place of beginning. And if said tract shall con-
tain less than one hundred thousand acres, a strip of 
land shall be added on the south side thereof, large 
enough to equal such deficiency.

5th. For the Grand Portage band, a tract of 
land bounded as follows: Beginning at a rock a little 
east of the eastern extremity of Grand Portage Bay, 
running thence along the lake shore to the mouth 
of a small stream called by the Indians Maw-ske-
gwaw-caw-maw-se-be, or Cranberry Marsh River, 
thence up said stream, across the point to Pigeon 
River, thence down Pigeon River to a point opposite 



the starting-point, and thence across to the place of 
beginning.

6th. The Ontonagon band and that subdivision 
of the La Pointe band of which Buffalo is chief, may 
each select, on or near the lake shore, four sections 
of land, under the direction of the President, the 
boundaries of which shall be defined hereafter. And 
being desirous to provide for some of his connec-
tions who have rendered his people important 
services, it is agreed that the chief Buffalo may select 
one section of land, at such place in the ceded ter-
ritory as he may see fit, which shall be reserved for 
that purpose, and conveyed by the United States to 
such person or persons as he may direct.

7th. Each head of a family, or single person over 
twenty-one years of age at the present time of the 
mixed bloods, belonging to the Chippewas of Lake 
Superior, shall be entitled to eighty acres of land, to 
be selected by them under the direction of the Pres-
ident, and which shall be secured to them by patent 
in the usual form.

ARTICLE 3.
The United States will define the boundaries of 

the reserved tracts, whenever it may be necessary, 
by actual survey, and the President may, from time 
to time, at his discretion, cause the whole to be 
surveyed, and may assign to each head of a family 
or single person over twenty-one years of age, eighty 
acres of land for his or their separate use; and he 



may, at his discretion, as fast as the occupants be-
come capable of transacting their own affairs, issue 
patents therefor to such occupants, with such re-
strictions of the power of alienation as he may see fit 
to impose. And he may also, at his discretion, make 
rules and regulations, respecting the disposition of 
the lands in case of the death of the head of a family, 
or single person occupying the same, or in case of its 
abandonment by them. And he may also assign  
other lands in exchange for mineral lands, if any 
such are found in the tracts herein set apart. And he 
may also make such changes in the boundaries of 
such reserved tracts or otherwise, as shall be neces-
sary to prevent interference with any vested rights. 
All necessary roads, highways, and railroads, the 
lines of which may run through any of the reserved 
tracts, shall have the right of way through the same, 
compensation being made therefor as in other cases.

ARTICLE 4.
In consideration of and payment for the country 

hereby ceded, the United States agree to pay to the 
Chippewas of Lake Superior, annually, for the term 
of twenty years, the following sums, to wit: five 
thousand dollars in coin; eight thousand dollars in 
goods, household furniture and cooking utensils; 
three thousand dollars in agricultural implements 
and cattle, carpenter’s and other tools and building 
materials, and three thousand dollars for moral and 
educational purposes, of which last sum, three hun-
dred dollars per annum shall be paid to the Grand 



Portage band, to enable them to maintain a school 
at their village. The United States will also pay the 
further sum of ninety thousand dollars, as the chiefs 
in open council may direct, to enable them to meet 
their present just engagements. Also the further sum 
of six thousand dollars, in agricultural implements, 
household furniture, and cooking utensils, to be 
distributed at the next annuity payment, among the 
mixed bloods of said nation. The United States will 
also furnish two hundred guns, one hundred rifles, 
five hundred beaver traps, three hundred dollars’ 
worth of ammunition, and one thousand dollars’ 
worth of ready made clothing, to be distributed 
among the young men of the nation, at the next 
annuity payment.

ARTICLE 5.
The United States will also furnish a blacksmith 

and assistant, with the usual amount of stock, during 
the continuance of the annuity payments, and as 
much longer as the President may think proper, at 
each of the points herein set apart for the residence 
of the Indians, the same to be in lieu of all the em-
ployees to which the Chippewas of Lake Superior 
may be entitled under previous existing treaties.

ARTICLE 6.
The annuities of the Indians shall not be taken 

to pay the debts of individuals, but satisfaction for 
depredations committed by them shall be made by 
them in such manner as the President may direct.



ARTICLE 7.
No spirituous liquors shall be made, sold, or 

used on any of the lands herein set apart for the res-
idence of the Indians, and the sale of the same shall 
be prohibited in the Territory hereby ceded, until 
otherwise ordered by the President.

ARTICLE 8.
It is agreed, between the Chippewas of Lake 

Superior and the Chippewas of the Mississippi, that 
the former shall be entitled to two-thirds, and the 
latter to one-third, of all benefits to be derived from 
former treaties existing prior to the year 1847.

ARTICLE 9.
The United States agree that an examination 

shall be made, and all sums that may be found equi-
tably due to the Indians, for arrearages of annuity or 
other thing, under the provisions of former treaties, 
shall be paid as the chiefs may direct.

ARTICLE 10.
All missionaries, and teachers, and other 

persons of full age, residing in the territory hereby 
ceded, or upon any of the reservations hereby made 
by authority of law, shall be allowed to enter the land 
occupied by them at the minimum price whenever 
the surveys shall be completed to the amount of one 
quarter section each.



ARTICLE 11.
All annuity payments to the Chippewas of 

Lake Superior, shall hereafter be made at L’Anse, La 
Pointe, Grand Portage, and on the St. Louis River; 
and the Indians shall not be required to remove 
from the homes hereby set apart for them. And such 
of them as reside in the territory hereby ceded, shall 
have the right to hunt and fish therein, until other-
wise ordered by the President.

ARTICLE 12.
In consideration of the poverty of the Bois 

Forte Indians who are parties to this treaty, they 
having never received any annuity payments, and 
of the great extent of that part of the ceded country 
owned exclusively by them, the following additional 
stipulations are made for their benefit. The United 
States will pay the sum of ten thousand dollars, as 
their chiefs in open council may direct, to enable 
them to meet their present just engagements. Also 
the further sum of ten thousand dollars, in five equal 
annual payments, in blankets, cloth, nets, guns, 
ammunitions, and such other articles of necessity as 
they may require.

They shall have the right to select their reserva-
tion at any time hereafter, under the direction of the 
President; and the same may be equal in extent, in 
proportion to their numbers, to those allowed the 
other bands, and be subject to the same provisions.



They shall be allowed a blacksmith, and the 
usual smithshop supplies, and also two persons to 
instruct them in farming, whenever in the opinion 
of the President it shall be proper, and for such 
length of time as he shall direct.

It is understood that all Indians who are parties 
to this treaty, except the Chippewas of the Missis-
sippi, shall hereafter be known as the Chippewas 
of Lake Superior. Provided, that the stipulation by 
which the Chippewas of Lake Superior relinquishing 
their right to land west of the boundary line shall 
not apply to the Bois Forte band who are parties to 
this treaty.

ARTICLE 13.
This treaty shall be obligatory on the contract-

ing parties, as soon as the same shall be ratified by 
the President and Senate of the United States.

In testimony whereof, the said Henry C. Gilbert, 
and the said David B. Herriman, commissioners as 
aforesaid, and the undersigned chiefs and headmen 
of the Chippewas of Lake Superior and the Missis-
sippi, have hereunto set their hands and seals, at the 
place aforesaid, this thirtieth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four.

Henry C. Gilbert,
David B. Herriman,

Commissioners



Treaty with the Chippewa
February 22, 1855 

Articles of agreement and convention made and 
concluded at the city of Washington, this twenty- 
second day of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, by George W. Manypenny, commission- 
er, on the part of the United States, and the following- 
named chiefs and delegates, representing the Missis-
sippi bands of Chippewa Indians, viz: Pug-o-na-ke-
shick, or Hole-in-the-day; Que-we-sans-ish, or Bad 
Boy; Wand-e-kaw, or Little Hill; I-awe-showe-we-
ke-shig, or Crossing Sky; Petud-dunce, or Rat’s Liver; 
Mun-o-min-e-kay-shein, or Rice-Maker; Mah-yah-ge-
way-we-durg, or the Chorister; Kay-gwa-daush, or the 
Attempter; Caw-caug-e-we-goon, or Crow Feather; 
and Show-baush-king, or He that passes under Every-
thing, and the following-named chiefs and delegates 
representing the Pillager and Lake Winnibigoshish 
bands of Chippewa Indians, viz: Aish-ke-bug-e-koshe, 
or Flat Mouth; Be-sheck-kee, or Buffalo; Nay-bun-
a-caush, or Young Man’s Son; Maug-e-gaw-bow, or 
Stepping Ahead; Mi-gi-si, or Eagle, and Kaw-be-mub-
bee, or North Star, they being thereto duly authorized 
by the said bands of Indians respectively.

ARTICLE 1.
The Mississippi, Pillager, and Lake Winnibigos- 

hish bands of Chippewa Indians hereby cede, sell, 
and convey to the United States all their right, title, 



and interest in, and to, the lands now owned and 
claimed by them, in the Territory of Minnesota, 
and included within the following boundaries, viz: 
Beginning at a point where the east branch of Snake 
River crosses the southern boundary-line of the 
Chippewa country, east of the Mississippi River, as 
established by the treaty of July twenty-ninth, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, running 
thence, up the said branch, to its source; thence, 
nearly north in a straight line, to the mouth of East 
Savannah River; thence, up the St. Louis River, to 
the mouth of East Swan River; thence, up said river, 
to its source; thence, in a straight line, to the most 
westwardly bend of Vermillion River; thence, north-
westwardly, in a straight line, to the first and most 
considerable bend in the Big Fork River; thence, 
down said river, to its mouth; thence, down Rainy 
Lake River, to the mouth of Black River; thence, up 
that river, to its source; thence, in a straight line, 
to the northern extremity of Turtle Lake; thence, 
in a straight line, to the mouth of Wild Rice River; 
thence, up Red River of the North, to the mouth 
of Buffalo River; thence, in a straight line, to the 
southwestern extremity of Otter-Tail Lake; thence, 
through said lake, to the source of Leaf River; thence 
down said river, to its junction with Crow Wing 
River; thence down Crow Wing River, to its junction 
with the Mississippi River; thence to the commence-
ment on said river of the southern boundary-line of 
the Chippewa country, as established by the treaty 



of July twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-seven; and thence, along said line, to the 
place of beginning. And the said Indians do further 
fully and entirely relinquish and convey to the United 
States, any and all right, title, and interest, of what-
soever nature the same may be, which they may now 
have in, and to any other lands in the Territory of 
Minnesota or elsewhere.

ARTICLE 2.
There shall be, and hereby is, reserved and set 

apart, a sufficient quantity of land for the permanent 
homes of the said Indians; the lands so reserved and 
set apart, to be in separate tracts, as follows, viz:

For the Mississippi bands of Chippewa Indians: 
The first to embrace the following fractional town-
ships, viz: forty-two north, of range twenty-five west; 
forty-two north, of range twenty-six west; and for-
ty-two and forty-three north, of range twenty-seven 
west; and, also, the three islands in the southern part 
of Mille Lac. Second, beginning at a point half a mile 
east of Rabbit Lake; thence south three miles; thence 
westwardly, in a straight line, to a point three miles 
south of the mouth of Rabbit River; thence north to 
the mouth of said river; thence up the Mississippi 
River to a point directly north of the place of begin-
ning; thence south to the place of beginning. Third, 
beginning at a point half a mile southwest from the 
most southwestwardly point of Gull Lake; thence 
due south to Crow Wing River; thence down said 



river, to the Mississippi River; thence up said river 
to Long Lake Portage; thence, in a straight line, to 
the head of Gull Lake; thence in a southwestwardly 
direction, as nearly in a direct line as practicable, but 
at no point thereof, at a less distance than half a mile 
from said lake, to the place of beginning. Fourth, the 
boundaries to be, as nearly as practicable, at right 
angles, and so as to embrace within them Pokago-
mon Lake; but nowhere to approach nearer said lake 
than half a mile therefrom. Fifth, beginning at the 
mouth of Sandy Lake River; thence south, to a point 
on an east and west line, two miles south of the most 
southern point of Sandy Lake; thence east, to a point 
due south from the mouth of West Savannah River; 
thence north, to the mouth of said river; thence 
north to a point on an east and west line, one mile 
north of the most northern point of Sandy Lake; 
thence west, to Little Rice River; thence down said 
river to Sandy Lake River; and thence down said 
river to the place of beginning. Sixth, to include all 
the islands in Rice Lake, and also half a section of 
land on said lake, to include the present gardens of 
the Indians. Seventh, one section of land for Pug-o-
na-ke-shick, or Hole-in-the-day, to include his house 
and farm; and for which he shall receive a patent in 
fee-simple.

For the Pillager and Lake Winnibigoshish 
bands, to be in three tracts, to be located and bound-
ed as follows, viz: First, beginning at mouth of Little 
Boy River; thence up said river to Lake Hassler; 



thence through the center of said lake to its west-
ern extremity; thence in a direct line to the most 
southern point of Leech Lake; and thence through 
said lake, so as to include all the islands therein, to 
the place of beginning. Second, beginning at the 
point where the Mississippi River leaves Lake Win-
nibigoshish; thence north, to the head of the first 
river; thence west, by the head of the next river, to 
the head of the third river, emptying into said lake; 
thence down the latter to said lake; and thence in a 
direct line to the place of beginning. Third, begin-
ning at the mouth of Turtle River; thence up said 
river to the first lake; thence east, four miles; thence 
southwardly, in a line parallel with Turtle River, to 
Cass Lake; and thence, so as to include all the islands 
in said lake, to the place of beginning; all of which 
said tracts shall be distinctly designated on the plats 
of the public surveys.

And at such time or times as the President may 
deem it advisable for the interests and welfare of said 
Indians, or any of them, he shall cause the said res-
ervation, or such portion or portions thereof as may 
be necessary, to be surveyed; and assign to each head 
of a family, or single person over twenty-one years 
of age, a reasonable quantity of land, in one body, 
not to exceed eighty acres in any case, for his or their 
separate use; and he may, at his discretion, as the 
occupants thereof become capable of managing their 
business and affairs, issue patents to them for the 
tracts so assigned to them, respectively; said tracts 



to be exempt from taxation, levy, sale, or forfeiture; 
and not to be aliened or leased for a longer period 
than two years, at one time, until otherwise provided 
by the legislature of the State in which they may be 
situate, with the assent of Congress. They shall not 
be sold, or alienated, in fee, for a period of five years 
after the date of the patents; and not then without 
the assent of the President of the United States being 
first obtained. Prior to the issue of the patents, the 
President shall make such rules and regulations as he 
may deem necessary and expedient, respecting the 
disposition of any of said tracts in case of the death of 
the person or persons to whom they may be assigned, 
so that the same shall be secured to the families of 
such deceased person; and should any of the Indians 
to whom tracts may be assigned thereafter abandon 
them, the President may make such rules and regula-
tions, in relation to such abandoned tracts, as in his 
judgment may be necessary and proper.

ARTICLE 3.
In consideration of, and in full compensation for, 

the cessions made by the said Mississippi, Pillager, 
and Lake Winnibigoshish bands of Chippewa Indi-
ans, in the first article of this agreement, the United 
States hereby agree and stipulate to pay, expend, and 
make provision for, the said bands of Indians, as 
follows, viz: For the Mississippi bands:

Ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in goods, and 
other useful articles, as soon as practicable after the 



ratification of this instrument, and after an appro-
priation shall be made by Congress therefor, to be 
turned over to the delegates and chiefs for distribu-
tion among their people.

Fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) to enable them 
to adjust and settle their present engagements, so far 
as the same, on an examination thereof, may be 
found and decided to be valid and just by the chiefs, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the In-
terior; and any balance remaining of said sum not 
required for the above-mentioned purpose shall be 
paid over to said Indians in the same manner as their 
annuity money, and in such installments as the said 
Secretary may determine; Provided, That an amount 
not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000) of 
the above sum shall be paid to such full and mixed 
bloods as the chiefs may direct, for services rendered 
heretofore to their bands.

Twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) per annum, 
in money, for twenty years, provided, that two thou-
sand dollars ($2,000) per annum of that sum, shall 
be paid or expended, as the chiefs may request, for 
purposes of utility connected with the improvement 
and welfare of said Indians, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior.

Five thousand dollars ($5,000) for the construc-
tion of a road from the mouth of Rum River to Mille 
Lac, to be expended under the direction of the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs.



A reasonable quantity of land, to be determined 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to be plough-
ed and prepared for cultivation in suitable fields, at 
each of the reservations of the said bands, not exceed-
ing, in the aggregate, three hundred acres for all the 
reservations, the Indians to make the rails and inclose 
the fields themselves.

For the Pillager and Lake Winnibigoshish bands:
Ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in goods, and 

other useful articles, as soon as practicable, after the 
ratification of this agreement, and an appropriation 
shall be made by Congress therefor; to be turned over 
to the chiefs and delegates for distribution among 
their people.

Forty thousand dollars ($40,000) to enable them 
to adjust and settle their present engagements, so far 
as the same, on an examination thereof, may be 
found and decided to be valid and just by the chiefs, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the In-
terior; and any balance remaining of said sum, not 
required for that purpose, shall be paid over to said 
Indians, in the same manner as their annuity money, 
and in such installments as the said Secretary may de-
termine; provided that an amount, not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) of the above sum, shall be 
paid to such mixed-bloods as the chiefs may direct, 
for services heretofore rendered to their bands.

Ten thousand six hundred and sixty-six dollars 
and sixty-six cents ($10,666.66) per annum, in mon-
ey, for thirty years.



Eight thousand dollars ($8,000) per annum, for 
thirty years, in such goods as may be requested by the 
chiefs, and as may be suitable for the Indians, accord-
ing to their condition and circumstances.

Four thousand dollars ($4,000) per annum, for 
thirty years, to be paid or expended, as the chiefs may 
request, for purposes of utility connected with the 
improvement and welfare of said Indians; subject to 
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior: Pro-
vided, That an amount not exceeding two thousand 
dollars thereof, shall, for a limited number of years, 
be expended under the direction of the Commission-
er of Indian Affairs, for provisions, seeds, and such 
other articles or things as may be useful in agricultur-
al pursuits.

Such sum as can be usefully and beneficially ap-
plied by the United States, annually, for twenty years, 
and not to exceed three thousand dollars, in any one 
year, for purposes of education; to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior.

Three hundred dollars’ ($300) worth of powder, 
per annum, for five years.

One hundred dollars’ ($100) worth shot and 
lead, per annum, for five years.

One hundred dollars’ ($100) worth of gilling 
twine, per annum, for five years.

One hundred dollars’ ($100) worth of tobacco, 
per annum, for five years.

Hire of three laborers at Leech Lake, of two at 
Lake Winnibigoshish, and of one at Cass Lake, for 
five years.



Expense of two blacksmiths, with the necessary 
shop, iron, steel, and tools, for fifteen years.

Two hundred dollars ($200) in grubbing-hoes 
and tools, the present year.

Fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for opening a 
road from Crow Wing to Leech Lake; to be expended 
under the direction of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs.

To have ploughed and prepared for cultivation, 
two hundred acres of land, in ten or more lots, within 
the reservation at Leech Lake; fifty acres, in four or 
more lots, within the reservation at Lake Winnibig- 
oshish; and twenty-five acres, in two or more lots 
within the reservation at Cass Lake: Provided, That 
the Indians shall make the rails and inclose the lots 
themselves.

A saw-mill, with a portable grist-mill attached 
thereto, to be established whenever the same shall be 
deemed necessary and advisable by the Commission-
er of Indian Affairs, at such point as he shall think 
best; and which, together, with the expense of a  
proper person to take charge of and operate them, 
shall be continued during ten years: Provided, That 
the cost of all the requisite repairs of the said mills 
shall be paid by the Indians, out of their own funds.

ARTICLE 4.
The Mississippi bands have expressed a desire to 

be permitted to employ their own farmers, mechan-
ics, and teachers; and it is therefore agreed that the 



amounts to which they are now entitled, under for-
mer treaties, for purposes of education, for black-
smiths and assistants, shops, tools, iron and steel, 
and for the employment of farmers and carpenters, 
shall be paid over to them as their annuities are paid: 
Provided, however, That whenever, in the opinion of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, they fail to make 
proper provision for the above-named purposes, 
he may retain said amounts, and appropriate them 
according to his discretion, for their education and 
improvement.

ARTICLE 5.
The foregoing annuities, in money and goods, 

shall be paid and distributed as follows: Those due 
the Mississippi bands, at one of their reservations; 
and those due the Pillager and Lake Winnibigoshish 
bands, at Leech Lake; and no part of the said annu-
ities shall ever be taken or applied, in any manner, 
to or for the payment of the debts or obligations of 
Indians contracted in their private dealings, as  
individuals, whether to traders or other persons.  
And should any of said Indians become intemperate 
or abandoned, and waste their property, the President 
may withhold any moneys or goods, due and payable 
to such, and cause the same to be expended, applied, 
or distributed, so as to insure the benefit thereof to 
their families. If, at any time, before the said annuities 
in money and goods of either of the Indian parties 
to this convention shall expire, the interests and 



welfare of said Indians shall, in the opinion of the 
President, require a different arrangement, he shall 
have the power to cause the said annuities, instead of 
being paid over and distributed to the Indians, to be 
expended or applied to such purposes or objects as 
may be best calculated to promote their improvement 
and civilization.

ARTICLE 6.
The missionaries and such other persons as are 

now, by authority of law, residing in the country 
ceded by the first article of this agreement, shall each 
have the privilege of entering one hundred and sixty 
acres of the said ceded lands, at one dollar and  
twenty-five cents per acre; said entries not to be made 
so as to interfere, in any manner, with the laying off 
of the several reservations herein provided for.

And such of the mixed bloods as are heads of 
families, and now have actual residences and im-
provements in the ceded country, shall have granted 
to them, in fee, eighty acres of land, to include their 
respective improvements.

ARTICLE 7.
The laws which have been or may be enacted by 

Congress, regulating trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, to continue and be in force within the 
several reservations provided for herein; and those 
portions of said laws which prohibit the introduction, 
manufacture, use of, and traffic in, ardent spirits, 



wines, or other liquors, in the Indian country, shall 
continue and be in force, within the entire boundar-
ies of the country herein ceded to the United States, 
until otherwise provided by Congress.

ARTICLE 8.
All roads and highways, authorized by law, the 

lines of which shall be laid through any of the reser-
vations provided for in this convention, shall have  
the right of way through the same; the fair and just 
value of such right being paid to the Indians there-
for; to be assessed and determined according to the 
laws in force for the appropriation of lands for such 
purposes.

ARTICLE 9.
The said bands of Indians, jointly and severally, 

obligate and bind themselves not to commit any 
depredations or wrong upon other Indians, or upon 
citizens of the United States; to conduct themselves  
at all times in a peaceable and orderly manner; to 
submit all difficulties between them and other Indi-
ans to the President, and to abide by his decision in 
regard to the same, and to respect and observe the 
laws of the United States, so far as the same are to 
them applicable. And they also stipulate that they  
will settle down in the peaceful pursuits of life, 
commence the cultivation of the soil, and appropri-
ate their means to the erection of houses, opening 
farms, the education of their children, and such other 



objects of improvement and convenience, as are 
incident to well-regulated society; and that they will 
abstain from the use of intoxicating drinks and other 
vices to which they have been addicted.

ARTICLE 10.
This instrument shall be obligatory on the con-

tracting parties as soon as the same shall be ratified 
by the President and the Senate of the United States.

In testimony whereof the said George W. Many- 
penny, commissioner as aforesaid, and the said chiefs 
and delegates of the Mississippi, Pillager and Lake 
Winnibigoshish bands of Chippewa Indians have 
hereunto set their hands and seals, at the place and 
on the day and year hereinbefore written.

George W. Manypenny, Commissioner



Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commis-
sion is commonly known by its acronym, GLIFWC. 
Formed in 1984, GLIFWC represents eleven Ojibwe 
tribes in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan who 
reserved hunting, fishing and gathering rights in the 
1836, 1837, 1842, and 1854 Treaties with the United 
States government.

GLIFWC provides natural resource manage-
ment expertise, conservation enforcement, legal 
and policy analysis, and public information services 
in support of the exercise of treaty rights during 
well-regulated, off-reservation seasons throughout 
the treaty ceded territories. 

GLIFWC’s member bands include:
•	 Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe  

	 of Chippewa Indians
•	 Bay Mills Indian Community
•	 Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
•	 Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
•	 Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior 

	 Chippewa Indians
•	 Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 		

	 Indians
•	 Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 		

	 Indians
•	 Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Indians
•	 Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
•	 St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin
•	 Sokaogon Chippewa Community (Mole Lake Band)
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