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Tribes, Forest Service
implement gathering MOU

A three-year-old Wisconsin elk in the Chequamegon National Forest. Like most
Wisconsin elk, this bull is wearing a radio collar, enabling rescarchers (o track
its movements. (Photo by Paul Ostrum)

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Red Cliff, Wis.—The first meet-
ing to implement the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between tribes
and the U.S. Forest Service look place
March 3 at the Red Cliff reservation.

Following nearly five years of ne-
gotiations to produce and ratify the
MOU for tribal gathering on nationai
forests, representatives from both par-
ties were pleased to move into the imple-
mentation phase.

Karen Danielsen, GLIFWC forest
ecologist, will serve as a co-chairper-
son for the first technical working group
{TWG) on national forest gathering is-
sues. The co-chairperson from the For-
st Service will be selected within the
next few weeks.

The TWG will address issues that
might arise regarding the implementa-
tien of the MOU, With spring scasons
for birch bark and maple sap approach-

R R R B R B 0 0 0% o R B 0 0 O 0 o 7

ASTIIAIG AT

A Chronicle 0[ the Lalee Superior () ibwe

Spring 1999

ing, those scasons will be among the
items of discussion for the first techni-
cial working group meeting, which is
vet unscheduled.

Public comments on the MOU re-
sulting from Forest Service-sponsored
open house meetings will be collected
and analyzed by the Forest Service. The
analysis plus copies of the comments
will be sent to GLIFWC for review as
well.

Since the public comment period
concludes on March 23rd., resulis
should be available for discussion by
the May 6th Voigt Intertribal Task Force
meeting.

Paul Strong, public information
officer, Chequamegon-Nicolet National
Forest, said that the number of responses
received to date are not particularly
high in comparison to other issues which
have been put out for public comment.

The Forest Service and the tribes
will jointly consider incorporating any
comments which would improve or
clarify the MOLI

Masinaigan salutes its founder:

Walter Bresette, treaty right and environmental actmst walks on

By Sue Erickson
Staff Writer

Red Cliff, Wis.—Walter walked-
on last monthon Sunday, February 21st.
His leave-taking was sudden, abrupt
and, at the age of 51, fur too early.

A champion for aki (earth), for
native peoples and human rights every-
where, his quick departure from this
immediate surrounding has left a hupe
hole, a deeply felt empty spot in a giamt
circle of friends and acquaintances, A
leader has walked-on and his unique
combination of talents is difficull w0
replace.

Walter was of the Loon Clan, a
leader and an orator. Like the loon's
call, his voice was distinctive and pro-
vocative. [t was not necessarily loud,

but always captivating. His messages
were not always popular, but were based
on a firm, considered, personal com-
mitment and a sense of right. He sought
truth; he sought justice, and he was not
afraid to speak.

The voice of the loon is not gone
from our presence. It will be heard over
and over again in our northern neigh-
borhoods. Perhaps now that distinctive
call will be, more than ever, a call to
conscience, 4 reminder 1o re-examine
our directions, consider the needs of
others and the needs of the land, the
water, the air, and the needs of the
Seventh Generation.

Walter served as the first public
information director for GLIFWC. His
abilities as a communicator made some
of the first inroads into the dark jungles
of public ignorance on issues relating to
treaty rights and tribal sovereignty. He
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was an out-spoken, firm, and steadfast
advocate for the treaty rights of the
Ojibwe at a time when tensions in the
North were mounting and racial hatred
clouded debate.

Many of the basic tools he gave
GLIFWC remain today. As a writer, he
gave GLIFWC Masinaigan, a means of
getting factual information out to both
the tribal people and the general public
al a time when mainstream media fo-
cused more on the controversy than the
facts. He was Masinaigan s first editor.

As an artisi, he gave GLIFWC its
first logo. This remains the prototype
for the current logo used by GLIFWC
today.

Asanalliance-builder, Walter gave
GLIFWC networks and alliances from
his vast resource of contacts throughout
Indian Country and the general public.
He was one of the first to recognize and
promote alliances between tribes and
environmentalists, realizing that tribal
treaty rights were a significant avenue
towards protection of the environment.

His ability to recognize and pro-
mote alliances was Walter’'s forte’.
Those alliances he saw as important
vehicles to achieve common goals.

In Walleye Warriors, by Rick
Whaley with Walter Bresette, Walter
writes: “At each place, | stopped to
listen, to learn and make allies. As 1
responded to those openly responding
to me, each issue became a window to
someplace else 1 could go to promote

Walter Bresette

the meaning of treaties in the ceded
territory....Building alliances is about
understanding oneself, believing in our
own self-interest and cause, and then
recognizing the common interests that
exist between disparate groups.

We ally not because we are “alike’
nor to remake each other or to force
compromise or correct tactics. We ally
to affirm each other’s strengths and 10
call upon that which we need but don’t
have ourselves. If we are to build even
strongeralliances for our common goals,
we must accommodate and encourage
our personal and cultural differences,
while tolerating our natural weaknesses,
and thereby solidify our political part-
nerships.”

Walter's wake and funeral, ar-
tended by hundreds of people, was a
(See Masinaigan, page 15)
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Officer Ken Rusk rigs a rescue harness.
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Photos by C.0. Rasmussen

A GLIFWC warden wearing a bouyant wet suit moves across the Chequamegon Bay ice toward
a pair of mock victims.
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After the rescuer (in red) slides into the water and attaches a harness to the  Cold water rescue instructor John Mulroy (in yellow) and his rescuer are pulled

victim, he signals an officer on shore to pull them in.

to safety.
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'MASINAIGAN STAFF:
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| | Susan ErickSon ......esses Editor !5
Lynn Plucinski ......c.cooviavennneens Assistant Editor
Charlie Otto Rasmussen ....... Writer/Photographer

MASINAIGAN (Talking Paper) is a quarterly publication
| of the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission, which
| represents eleven Chippewa tribes in Michigan, Minnesota and

Wisconsin. GLIFWC's member tribes are listed to the right.

Subscriptions to the paper are free. Write: MASINAIGAN,

| P.O. Box 9, Odanah, WI 54861, phone (715) 682-6619, e-mail:
pio@glifwc.org. Please be sure and keep us informed if you are

' planning to move or have recently moved so we can keep our

| mailing list up to date.

| MASINAIGAN reserves the right to edit any letters or

| materials contributed for publication as well as the right to refuse

to print submissions at the discretion of the editor.

Letters to the editor and guest editorials are welcomed by
MASINAIGAN. We like to hear from our readership. The right
to edit or refuse to print, however, is maintained. All letters to the
editor should be within a 300 word limit.

Letters to the editor or submitted editorials do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of GLIFWC.
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Jeff Parker, Chairman

Bay Mills Indian Community
Route 1, Box 313

Brimley, MI 49715

(G06) 248-3241

Donald Moore, Chairman
Bad River Chippewa Band
P.O. Box 39

Odanah, W1 54861

(715) 682-7111

Roger McGeshick, Jr. Chair,
Sokaogon Chippewa Tribe
Route 1, Box 623

Crandon, WI 54520

(715) 478-2604

_ﬂ more information see our website at:www.glifwc.org.
i

Minnesota
Robert Peacock, Chairman
Fond du Lac Chippewa Band
1720 Big Lake Road
Cloguet, MN 55720
{218) 879-4593

Michigan
Wayne Swartz, Chairman

Keweenaw Bay Indian Comm.

107 Bear Town Road

Baraga, M1 49908
(906) 353-6623
Wisconsin

gaiashkibos, Chairman

Lac Courte Oreilles Band
2700 LCO Tribal Government
13394 W. Trepania Road
Hayward, WI 54843

(715) 634-85934

George Newago, Chairman
Red Cliff Chippewa Band
P.O. Box 529

Bayfield, W1 54814

(715) 779-3700

Mille Lacs Chippewa Tribe
HCR 67, Box 194

Onamia, MN 56359

(320) 532-4181

Richard Williams, Chairman
Lac Vieux Desert Band

P.0). Box 249

Watersmeet, M1 49969
(906) 358-4577

Tom Maulson, Chairman
Lac du Flambeau Band

P.O. Box 67

481 Little Pines Road

Lac du Flambeau, W1 54338
(715) 588-3303

Lewis Taylor, Chairman
St. Croix Chippewa Band
P.O. Box 287
Hertel, W 54845
(715) 349-2195
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Marge Anderson, Chief Exec,
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